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BnﬂuhTop 50 Albw

3.3 % YOUR KISSES FOR ME, Brotherhood Of Man 3 Pye 1 2 ROCK FOLLIES, Rock Follies Island
2_2 NANDO, Abba Epic 1| THE WINKLE MAN, Judge Dread Cactus 2 1 PRESENCE, Led Zeppalin Swan Song
2 BARKING UP THE WRONG TREE, Don Woody MCA - i A
3 4 JUNGLE ROCK, Hank Mizell Charly 3 JOLENE, Dolly Parton v RCA 3 4 JUKE BOX JIVE, Various K-Tel =4
4 8 LOVEMELIKEILOVEYOU,B Rollers Bell 4 WILD WILD ANGEL, Smokie RAK i ;
S 1 5 BINGLEBED. F A - 5 LIVIN' FOR THE WEEKEND, 0'Jays Phila $: 1% _GUEATES) HITS. Abbe Epic. NN
“ . Fox GTO o MANCHES‘I'E'!I UNITED, 5 3 WINGS AT THE SPEED OF SOUND, Wings Apple
5 DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOU'RE GOING TO, Diana Ross __ Tamla M. nited Football Club Decca 6 13 INSTRUMENTAL GOLD, Instrumental Gold Warwick
— - 7 HERE I AM, Stevenson's Rocket Magnet - >
GIRLS GIRLS GIRLS, Sailor CBS 8 DEVIL WOMAN, Clif! Richard EMI 7 6 THEIR GREATEST HITS, 1971-75, The Eagles Asylum s
8 6 I'MMANDY FLY ME, 10cc Mercury | ® ;‘,‘é’,‘,ﬁ‘ﬂ,’gﬁ:“ 18 LOW, Robin Sarstedt Decca 8 7 DIANAROSS, Diana Ross Tamia Motown
10 GE UP AND BOOGIE, Silver Convention Magnet » IS cLisht Crampact -t 9 8 HOWDAREYOU, 10CC
10 14 DISCO CONNECTION, Isaac Hayes Movement ABC 10 12 NO EARTHLY CONNECTION, Rick Wakeman AEBM
113 MusIC, %m Miles Decca 11 10 BLUE FOR YOU, Status Quo Vertigo
2 L SHORT GIRL, Sheer Elegance Pye 72 9 REBEL. John Miles Decca |
Y , Eric Carmen Arista 13 27 THE BEST OF JOHN DENVER, John Denver :
19 GOWOVOD, Laurie Lingo & The Dipsticks State Y c 78 11 DESIRE, BabDylan
73 DON'T §TOP IT NOW, Hot Chocolate Rak u WI: hw'h 15 62 WINDSONG, John Denver 2
78 27 SILVEASTAR, Four § Wamer Bros. 16 61 WHO LOVES YOU, Four Seasons B,
)9 MORE MORE MORE. Andrea True Connection Pye 17 33 HAPPY TO BE, Demis Roussos B
2 HEY JUDE, Beatlos r Aople 5YEARS AGO 18 48 THE VERY BEST OF SLIM WHITMAN, Slim Whitman United Artists
."L ‘; - OF MARY, Sutherland Brothers / Quiver CBS ; : :8::81.!: BARREL, Daveand AnsliCollins 19 18 CARNIVAL, Manuel And The Music Of The Mountains StudioTwo
T oy ey VE,
40 CAN'T HELP FALLING IN LOVE, Sty T HR A e TRex 35 19 ATRICK OF THE TAIL Genesis Charisma
b 1 TONK TRAIN BLUES, Keith Emerson Manticore 4 ~ BROWN SUGAR. _ Rolling Stones 21 25 LOVE AND KISSES, Brotherhood Of Man Pye
T Frankie Vall PrivemBtock 5 3 DHOZART S0 Waldode Los Rlos =222 LET THE MUSIC PLAY, Barry White 20
I W,I LEN ANGEL, Fran a : 2 ln_rnl!’gon&ul:zmnan. Ray Stevens L . Barry th Century
. 20th - N'T COME EASY, Ringo Starr ;
: K’gy’ﬂ; THE TROUBLE WITH ME, Barry White Century § R no s SRes thove sToRY), e L 23 36 TUBULAR BELLS, Mike Oldfield Virgin
0 IANGOVER, Diana Ross Tamia Motown  § _ REMEMBER ME, D._,,_"’h", 24 35 24 ORIGINAL HITS, The Drifters Atlantic
D WHERE YOUR MUSIC TAKES ME, Jimmy James Pys 10 8 WALKIN', ©CS 25 23 THEBEST OF GLADYS KNIGHT & THE PIPS Buddah
5L UM. Rodaer Collin Fantasy 26 26 DOUBLY DEVINE, Sydney Devine Philips
!, Harpe DJM 27 16 _PAT BOONE ORIGINALS, Pat Boone ABC
OVE FLOW, Bellamy Brothers W amer Bro 10 YEARS AGO 28 14 PENTHOUSE TAPES, Sensational Alex Harvey Band Vertigo
USED TO BE, Paul Nicholas BSO | 3 yOU DONT HAVETO SAY YOU LOVE ME, Dusty Springfield  ———1.— MOON MADNESS. Camel Decca
Johnnie T aylor CBs 2 - ;g:rrv gt.m:?agt & Mantred Man 30 37 GREATEST HITS, Barry White 20th Century
31 EBODY PME, e Spencer Davis Group
DIM | ¢ BANG BANG. G 31 32 THEBEST OF HELEN REDDY. Helen Reddy Capitol
Purity _Mercuty 5 4 nox.%;mnr Dave Dee, Dozy, ae;hxy.m'cn and Tich 32 21 AMIGOS, Santana cBS
6 — DAY EAM e Lovin' ful - 5
S e e S o &Sownmm" 33 GARY GLITTER'S GREATEST HITS, Gary Glitter Bell
§ 10 PIED PIPER, Crispin St. Peters 34 38 THEBEATLES, 1962-1966, The Beatl __Apple
$ 9 IPUTASPELLON YOU, Alan Price
10 - DEDICATED FOLLOWER OF FASHION, The Kinks —>—24 BRASS CONSTRUCTION. Brass Construction United Artists
36 15 CRY TOUGH. Nils Lofgren AEM
37_28 SOME OF ME POEMS AND SONGS, Pam Ayres Galaxy
15 YEARS AGO 3858 THEFOURSEASONS STORY, The Four Seasons Private Stock
39 47 A NIGHT AT THE OPERA, Queen EMI
I 4 YOU'RE DRIVING ME CRAZY, The Temperence Seven 49 30 | i
2 2 WOODEN HEART, Elvis Presley SAILOREAN: ThinLiay Vertigo
3 3 BLUE MOON, The Marcels 41 51 FAVOURITES, Peters and Lee _&\
4 1 ARE YOUSURE, The Allisons 42 54 MOTOWN
5 1 LAZY RIVER, Bobby Darin GOLD. Varous Tamia Motown
¢ - THEME FROM DIXIE, Eddy 43 — BACKHOME AGAIN, John Denver Vietor
7 = WARPAINT, The Brook Brothers 44 ' ELTONJOHN® Efton John DIM
8 - GEE WHIZIT'S YOU, Qff Richard sl G“‘“‘T S —
9 - DON'T TREAT ME LIKE A CHILD, Helen Shapiro 4531 PATRICK MORAZ, Patrick
10 - ONTHE REBOUND, Floyd Cramer 46 49 SIMON AND GARFUNKEL'S GREATEST HITS, Simon and Garfunkal
; 47 44 THE BEATLES, 1967-1970, n-u-
48 43 Paul Simon _
449 7% tic ol
50 34

LET YOUR LOVE FLOW, Bellamy Brothers
BACK WHER E WE STARTED FROM. Maxine Nlpu-h

m“-"'

Fra:

mplon
FELL IN LOVE, Elvin Bls hop

3
1715 TRYIN TO GET THE FEELING AGAIN, Barry Maniiow

18 23_SARASMILE. Dary{Hall&_John Outes

19 2 Mmlclm%omn
20 20 LIVIN' FOR THE WEEKEND, O'Jays

|

21 25 MISTYBLUE, Moore

i

DREAM WEAVE!

2_2 (Wil You Evar Win), Fleetwood Mac
23 11 __LONELY NIGHT (Ange! F & Tennile
ER, Gary Wrigh

£'5 A KIND OF HUSH (All Over The

mmnmnw
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UK Soul Top 20

PETIE TIOOUT Wt

MOVIN , Brass Constr

4 2 JUNGLE ROCK, Han k Mizzel Charlys
5 13 YOUSEXY SUGAR PLUM, Roger (bllins Fantazy
8 7 DONTSTOP IT NOW, Hot Chocolate RAK
7 3 LOVEREALLY HURTS (WITHOUT YOU), Billy Ocean GTO
% 17 WHERETHE HAPPY PEOPLE GO, Trammps Atlantic
9 6 SAVE YOUR KISSES FOR ME, Brotherhood of Man Pye
10 — SSSINGLE BED, Fox GTO
11 18 FEELTHE RHYTHM, Pioneers Mercury
12 10 MORE MORE MORE, Andrea True Connection Buddah
13 — BRANDNEW CADILLAC, Vince Taylor Chiswick
14 9 ILOVETOLOVE, Tina Charles CBS
15 12 DISCO CONNECTION, Isaac Hayes ABC
16 - DECEMBER 63, Four Seasons “Warner Bros
17 — BABYI'M YOURS, Linda Lewls Arista
18 — I'M YOUR PUPPET, James & Bobby Purify Mercury
19 -~ LOVEHANGOVER, Diana Ross Tamia Motown
20 - DO WHAT YOU FEEL, Rimshots All Platinum
I 1 LIVIN' FOR THE WEEKEND O'Jays

2 6 MOVIN' Brass Construction

3 3 I'VEGOTAFEELING Al Wilson

4 4 IT'SCoOOL Tymes

5 2 DISCOLADY Johnnie Taylor

6 10 LOVEHANGOVER Diana Ross

7 7 TELL THE WORLD Harold Melvin & The Blue Notes

8 9 LOVE AND UNDERSTANDING Kool & The Gll;g

® 11 GETUPANDBOOGIE Silver (Convention

10 5 MISTY BLUE Dorothy Moore

11 12 CAN'THIDE LOVE Earth, Wind & Fire

12 16 SPANISH HUSTLE Fatback Band

13 8§ HEAVYLOVE David Ruffin
14 5 KISSANDSAY GOODBYE Manhattans

15 17 GRATEFUL Blue Magic
18§ 20 YOUSEETHETROUBLE WITHME Barry White

17 = YOUNGHEARTS RUN FREE Candl Staton
18 13 MAKE YOURS AHAPPY HOME Gladys Knight & The Pips

19 19 PARTY DOWN Willie Hutch

20 - DANCE WITME Rufus Featuring Chaka Khan

Reeond Mivwon/
BBC Chont

Supplied by British Market Research
o Bureau / Music Week

US chart supplied by Billboard
UK Soul Singles by Blues & Soul
UK Disco Chart compiled from nation.wide DJ returns
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mm GREATEST HITS 19711975 Eagles

ANIGHT AT THE OPERA Queen o

5 EARGASM. Johnnie Taylor

4 4

5

6 6 FRAMPTON COMESALIVE Peter Frampton A M

7 12 | WANT YOU, Marvin Gaye - Tamia

8 8 FLEETWOOD MAC T " Warner Bros.

9 10 SONG OF JOY, The Caphaind Tennille - A M
10 11 LIVE Robin Trower Chrysalls
11 13 BRASS CONSTRUCTION T United Artists
1214 DESTROYER Kiss Casablanca
139 DESIRE, BobDyln Colmbla
1416 _COME ON OVER. Olivia Newton - john A
15 7 THE DREAM WEAVER Gary Wright Warner Bros.
16 15 RUN WITH THE PACK, Bad Swan
17__19 TAKIN' IT TO THE STREETS Docble Warmer Bros
18 20 DIANA ROSS, Motown
19 2 LOOKOUT FOR No1, Brothers Johnson A M

24 Santana Calumbla

2123 CITY LIFE, Blackbyrds Fantigy
22 18 RUFUS FEATURING CHAKA KHAN ABC
23 17 THOROUGHBRED. Carole King Ode
243 MOTHERSHIP CONNECTION. Parllament Casabanca
2525 THE OUTLAWS Waylon Jemings. Willa Nelson, JessiCaler, TompailGlsser __ROA

2 21 STILLCRAZY AFTER ALL THESE YEARS,Paul Sivon
Z1 22 AEROSMITH

28 28 STATION TO STATION. David Bowle

29 35 YOU CAN'TARGUE WITH A SICK MIND, Joe Walsh

30 26 THE SALSOUL ORCHESTRA

31 27 GIVE USA WINK Sweet

2% MOVIN ON Commodores

N ROLL LOVE LETTE Rollers
3439 STRUTTIN MY STUFF, Elvin Bishop
35 41 SILVER CONVENTION Midland
Wind& Fire
3 _45 SUKDEGREES BaxSage
A LOVETRY|
39 44 ATRICKOFTHE TAIL. Genesls
40 40 DISCOFIED, Rhythm Hertage ABC
41— ONTHEROAD, Jesse ColinYoung u Wamer Bros.
42 43 THELEPRECHAUN. Chick Cores __Polydar
43 29 ONEOFTHESENIGHTS TheEaghes Ayl
44 3 HESAFRIEND, Eddie Kendricks Tamia
45 37 CHICAGO IX CHICAGO'S GREATEST HITS
46 46 FACETHE MUSIC Electric Light Orchestra Arfss
Bearsvily
= ¢ Americs . WarnerBros.
49 — WINGSOF LOVE Gordy
= Neison _LanaShr
US DiseoTop 20
1 LOVETRILOGY, Donna Summer Oasis
2 WHERE THE HAPPY PEOPLE GO, The Trammps Atlantic
3 LOVE HANGOVER, Diana Ross Motown
4 TOUCH & GO, Ecstasy, Passion & Pain Roulette
5 TURNTHEBEAT AROUND, Vicky Sue Robinson RCA
6 FIRST CHOICE THEME/GOTTA GET AWAY, First Choice Philly Groove
7 NO. NO, JOE/GET UP & BOOGIE, Silver Convention Midland Intl.
8 THIS IS IT/FREE/PLAY BOY SCOUT, Melba Moore Buddah
9 BROTHERS THEME/UNDER MY SKIN/MAKE LOVE, The Brothers RCA
10 I'LL GO WHERE YOUR MUSIC TAKES ME. Jimmy James & The Vagabonds Pye
11 MOVING LIKE A SUPERSTAR, Jackie Robinson American Ariola
12 RAIN FOREST, Biddu Orch Epic
13 NIGHT & DAY, The Monster Orch Sam Records
14 10 PER CENT, Double Exposure Salsoul
15 MY LOVE SUPREME. Milton Hamilton TH
16 MA-MO-AH, Tony Valor Sounds Orch Brunswick
17 MORE, MORE, MORE. Andrea True Ci 4 Buddah
18 GET OFF YOUR AHHH! AND DANCE. Foxy Dash
19 | LOVETO LOVE, Al Downing Polydor
20 MOONLIGHT SERENADE, The Ventures UA
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Newton [j4

on the

PLANS FOR Olivia
Newton John to come to
Britain for television
promotion on her new
album ‘Come On Over'
Which is released this
week, have been tempo-
rarily shelved

This follows the news
that Olivia has split up
with her boyfriend and
manager, Lee Kramer
As he has been handling
her business affairs, it is
not known if she will
carry out her arrange-
ments in Britain

DUSTY
ALBUM

DUSTY SPRINGFIELD
is considering recording
her new album and single
in Britain. She has been
involved in discussions
with her manager Vic
Billings and the two have
been busy collating
material for future
recording use

Record Mirror, which
exclusively reported in
April 3 Issue Dusty's
return to recording
understands that Ms
Springfield would like to
record in Britain A
single Is expected to be

released prior to the new
album

OLIVIA NEWTON
JOHN

Full time
Lbund for
Maxine —

MAXINE NIGHT-
INGALE, currently high
In the American charts
with her first single,
‘Right Back Where We
Started From', has just
returned from a promo-
Uonal visit in the States
and Is trying to set up her
own full time band 4s soon
as possible

She has just finished
work on her new album,
which has the same title
as the first single and
includes the new release
Gol To Be The One

tour.

The tour opens at
Newcastle City Hall
on May 16.

Other dates are: Glas-
gow Apollo (18),
Edinburgh Usher Hall
(19), Manchester Palace
Theatre (22), Preston
sulldhall (23), Hull City
Hall (24), Sheffield City
Hall (25), Birmingham
Odeon (26), London
Hammersmith Odeon
(28), Brighton Dome (29)
and Wolverhampton Civie
(30)

PAN'S PEOPLE . deposed

STAR CAST
FOR JIMI

BOB CALVERT of Hawk
wind has written a play
about Jimi Hendrix. It is
titled ‘The Stars That
Play With Laughing
Sam's Dice’ and it will be
shown at the London
Hampstead Theatre Club
in a few weeks. Calvert
hasn’t released the names
of the cast

PAN’S OUT OF POPS

PAN'S PEOPLE are being dropped from Top Of The
Pops — but two of the girls will be Included in the new
team which takes over next month. The new troupe will
be called the Ruby Flipper dance group and will
include three male dancers. Plans for the deposed
Pan’s People are not yet known.

Headline tour for
Gallagher & Lyle

GALLAGHER AND LYLE return from the
States in May to headline their own British
heir follow up single to ‘I Wanna
Stay With You' is titled ‘Heart On My
Sleeve’ and is out on May 7.

GALLAGHER & LYLE :own British tour

PRETTY
EXTRAS

THE PRETTY
have two “extra
added to their tour. They
are at Hull College Of
Commercoe on May 21 and
Liverpool Stadium on
May 22

Things
dates

BRASS CONSTRUC
TION, currently In the
charts with their single
‘Movin', have run into
difficulties over their
plans to come to Britain to
tour

When they made the
application to come to the
UK, lead singer Randy
Muller discovered that
this mother had falled to
register him when the
family came over from
Guy A

The States have now
declared him an illegal
Immigrant and say that If
he leaves America to do
the tour, he may not be
allowed back in

The band's lawyers are
currently trying to un
tangle the problems and
as soon as they have, the
band will ‘be brought to

Britain,

Construction difficulties

BRASS CONSTRUCTION: legal problems

Poco for
Britain

AMERICAN WEST Coast
harmony group Poco are
expected to arrive In
Hritain in the Summer

There are talks underway |
o arrange for the band to |
outdoor I

play at a large

event in the UK., but

detalls have not been |

finalised |
|

More Slik |

SLIK, WHOSE British
tour opens on June | |
Taunton Odeon, are |
expected 0 add more
dates.. They should be
avallable next week,

Splinter join
Daredevils

SPLINTER HAVE been
added to the Ozark
Mountain Daredevils’ UK
tour which opens on
Thursday al Newcastle
City Hall. Other dates on
the tour are Liverpool
Empire (May 2) and
Birmingham Odeon (4),
and not the Royal Court

and Town Hall as
previously stated.

Rollers
World

wide
Tour

The Bay City Rollers
leave for the Continent on
May 13, where they will
play a three week tour of
GCermany and Scandi-
navia.

‘I'nere are pians for the
group to play extensive
tours of the States and
Australia later this year,
but negotiations for any
possible British dates are
still moving slowly.

It seems unllkely they
will play any outdoor
events In the summer as
atfirst hoped

Cut price
Stones

UNLUCKY APPLI
CANTS for Rolling
Stones’ concert tickets
will have a small
cansolation. They will be
given a token voucher
giving them 28p off the
price of the Stones’ latest
album ‘Black And Blue',
along with their refunded
money. Tickets for the
concerts should all have
been sent out by the end of
this week

The Meters have been
announced as the support

band for the Stones
shows here and In
Europe

MICK TAYLOR

Back Street
Leader

MICK TAYLOR will not
be replacing the late Paul
Kossof in Back Street
Crawler after all New
lead guitarist with the
band is Geoff Whitehorn,
formerly with the Maggile
Bell band

Crawler's dates will
now go ahead as planned
and new dales will be
announced soon The
band play at the London
Marquee on May 11 and
12 in a benefil concert in
ald of the F ree Clinic, The
Clinie is a drug
rehabilitiation unit.

Zﬁzze Llone }?anyet
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SILLY
WINGS

WINGS

HAVE a new
single oul this week
titled Silly Love
Songs' It's taken from
their Wings Al The
Speed Of Sound' album
which has just gone
gold The band are
currently in Dallas

where they are rehears
Ing for their American
tour which starts on

{
|

607 6411
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CANCEL

HAVE

reason as

prolonged
It's hoped the tour

the

announced next week |

1
[
||

J

postponed Too Short
their British tour which the original
to start at the forward
Gaumont on Billy Ocean
They havegiven | (hat By

X-
following a
American

ficiently

re - scheduled
group has

Dates may be | Phey

artist

hadn't
rehearsed
his new band
Elegance have another
serles of dates
begin at

is ‘Life Is
replace
put

tour —

It was felt
suf

with

Village

Theatre

They
Birmingham
| Barbarellas on April 20
continue al

Bournemouth

(May

Bowl
Nightspot

don
Plymouth
Sunderla

(21), Welwyn Garden

Campus

Hotel (24
Arabellas

ham (30)

Tina Charles rushed to hospital

Frankie’s full house

“"RANKIE MILLER has
a series of dates fixed for

May vhen he will be
touring with his new
band. It will be called
Franklie Miller's Full
fouse and ompr s
Ray Minhinnitt (lead
quitar), Charlie Harrison
(bass), Graham Deacon

(drums) and James Hall
keyboards)

The dates begin at
Colchester University
(May 1), Stirling Univer

ity (7), Strathclyde

University (8), Dumiries
Stagecoach (9)

Edinburgh Tiffanys (10)
Aberdeen e Ball-
room (11), Hamilton
College of Education (14),
Glasgow Unlversity (15),
Paisley Watermill (16)
Stockport Warren Coun
try Clu (18), Retford
Porterhouse Club
Kendal Arts Centre
Dudley
Sheffleld
(23)
(24), Hudder
lvanhoert (
Scarborough Penthouse
Club (28) and Harrow
Tithe Farmhouse (30)

)
awan
Doncaster Outlook

Black

sfield

25 ),

TINA CHARLES suspected fractured skull

¥ M

TINA CHARLES was rushed to hospital in Glasgow on
Monday with a suspected imctured skull. She was due
to play a concert in Falkirk Town Hall on Monday night
with Biddu, but complained of a headache while on the
However, after two sets of X-rays,
suffering from

doctors

plane from London
oonfirmed
concussion and she went abead with the show.

she

FRANKIE MILL

SPOTLIGHT MAGAZINE
HOUSE, 1 BENWELL ROAC , LONDON N7 7AX
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Eddie Fitzgerald

was  only

VAN DEF
ator |
or da
tour at
versity
enth

Pavi
Edinbur,
del (T)
Hall «
|  Davenpe
Stoke

(10)

Town Hig
| ford Civi

Iinclude
Philmor
Wakefiel
Grimsby
Sunderl
(7),
Lido (&
Tavern
Retford
(15)
Odeon,
(21)

has brok:
Theatre

weeks
tapes of

Kennedy

vocalist

(May

Hove Town Hall (13
Bilbo Baggins' Ma

Douglas

been running for

and guitar. Remainin;

Elegant
Supremes

THE SUPREMES will be supported by Sheer Elegance
an their forthcoming eight date tour. The tour opens at
Paignton Festival
Congress Theatre (11), Bournemouth Winter Gardens
(12), London New Victoria (14), Stockport Davenport
Theatre (15) and Southport New Theatre (16).

Two more dates have to be confirmed for May 10 and
13 and should be available by next week

Sheer Elegance, whose
current single

9),

1),
(2),
Rooms
W Flesta
nd Black

West

25),
(27)

Record Mirror understands that Tina fell when nhe
was leaving o London nightelub on Sunday and hit her
head. Her Falkirk concert was brondeast in part for
the Radio Clyde Roadshow programme.

Newa in

R Graal Gener
» ndded anoth

iheffield Uni
on May Sev

Pasadena Roof Orchestra
dates for May are

lion )
gh Leith Cita

slasgow City
), Stockport
rt Theatre (0),
Victoria
Jirmingham
all (11), Gulld
cHall (12) and

(6

dates

Cle land
e Dlsco (1),
d Tiffanys (3),
Tiffanys (5),
and Mayfair
Palace
9), Dorchester
Club (14),
Porterhouse

and Chelmsford

with Arrows,

‘Jesus Christ Superstar’

en all records

at the London Palace

where il has
195
Meanwhile,

the new opera

and Barry

The Heavy Metal Kids
leave the UK for France

Easthourne

Bedford
Burnley
Cals Whiskers (4), Swin
Brunel

(7),
(19),

Cat |
City |
(22),
Guernsey New Hermitage
Liverpool
Norwich
Pinebank Social Club (28)
and London Royal Totten

SHEER ELEGANCE

'Bowie arrives

at his station

DAVID BOWIE will
be arriving in
England on Sunday,

May 2 at Victoria
Station sometime
between three and
four in the after-
noon.

Whistling Janis lan

) thelr current

Bath

Hall

JANIS IAN arrives in
Britain on May 26 o
record an appearance for
the 'Old rey Whistle
Test' to be shown In
August

She will also be

b »
vritten by Andrew

Lloyd Webber and Tim
Rice, will be heard for
the first Uime at the
sydmonton estival on
July 10 e opera,
Evita', |s based on the
Iife of Eva Peron

he Ddgar Broughton
Band have (elr first
Ibum for NEMS
eleased on May 7,
titied ‘Bandages.’
Dates for the band are
Croydon Greyhound
(May 2), Birmingham
Barbarellas (4), South-
ampton University (8)
Twickenham Winning
Post (0), Doncaster
Outlook (10), Hud
dersfield Ivanhoes (11)
Cleethorp Winter
Gardens (13), Stockport
Warren Country Club
(16), Manchester Pem
broke Halls (17) and
Scunthorpe Tiffanys
(18)

Queen arrived back in
Britain on Sunday from
thelr four menth tour of
America, Australla and

Japan. They will be
recording their fifth
album In June and

July

KGB ure currently louring America, having changed
their line up back o a five piece. Rick
Mike Bloomfield have left the band and hav
replaced by Greg Sutton and Ben Schultz on bass

g are Carmine Appice, Ray

Goldberg. Rick Grech has

finalised the line up for his own band which will be

known as SDM. Claire Hamill

Grech and
e been

has joined as

Solution have been added
o the Gentle Giant tour
which opens at! the

On his arrival,
Bowie will make a
public address from
the station platform
on a podium to be
supplied by British
Rail.

appearing in a Hollles'
'V gpecial 1o be produced
by Mike Manafield. There
is a possibility of one live
appearance &l an unspe
cified venue at the
beginning of June

The BEBC ore currently
making a Cocumentary
on Chuck Berry and it will
be shown (he second wesk
in Mny

Ieanwhile, there have
been several changes (o
the original itinerary and
the correct dates are as
follows: Cheffield Fiesta
(two shows May 13),
Bourncmouth Winter
Gardens, (two shows, 15),
London New Victoria,
(iwo chows 21), Batley
Varjety Club (two shows
30), Paignton Festival
Theatre (two shows §1)

The dates conlinue at:
Stoke Jollees (June 1),
Newcastle City Hall (2),
| Liverpool Empire (5) and
| Douglas Lido (§).

! A max! single will be
| released In May,
| ‘Sweet Little Rock
Roller’ as the A side.

N

BERRY
BANNED|

W et

: !

CHUCK BERRY: banned from Croydon
CHUCK CERRY has Leen banned by the
Fairfield tialls where he was due to oppear on
The management deny he ns bLanned on

rrounds ond claim that Chuck would have o
company rsmmalnmblhu-m

bash

SWEET HAVE had £5,000
warth of equipment stolen
from their rehearsal

theft was discovered on
Thursday morning.
Ameng the Instruments
stolen were (hree bass
gultars, a Dan Armstrong
Flexiglass, a Fender
Mustang and a Rickenba-
cker

Cajun’s
debut LP

FOLK TRIO Cajun Moon
have a short tour
arranged beginning In
May

The dates are. London
Lyceum, supporting the
Sutherland Brothers and
Quiver (14), Hull Centre
Hotel (16), Sunderiand
Seaburn Hall (24), Threp:
vood Highwayman (30),
Ambleside Lakes Folk
Club (June 1), Liverpool
Centre Hotel (6), Chester
Gateways Theatre (11),
Middleaborough Town
Hall (12), Newcastie
Centre Hotel (18), Chel
tenham Carlton Hotel
(20), Plymouth Woods
Club (21) and Workington
Festival (26)

Head

El.m{)(’ﬂ!l's

at Pinewood Studios. The
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ldn’s
double
debut

THE BAY
ERS,

CITY ROLL
complete with an

entourage of 17 persons,
had a VIP tour of
Disneyland and were

escorted to the front of
lines for all the rides

Tartan-clad American
girls could be seen
following the Rollers
during their six-hour stay
in the Magic Kingdom
Other Los Angeles actlivi
tles included tlaping the
weekly US rock show “The
Midnight Special’, which
will mark the American
TV debut of lan Mitchell

The Rollers did at least
2 takes each of ‘Money
Honey' and ‘Rock And
Roll Love Letter’, both of
which were scheduled for
the April 30 telecast. The
Rollers also visited
record stores and radio
stations while in Los
Angeles, and hosted an
open house for the press
at the Beverly Hilton

* % %

JOHN DENVER will play
the lead iIn Robert
Stigwood's forthcoming
movie version of ‘Ser
geant Pepper's Lonely
Hearts Club Band' The
coveted role of Bllly
Shears goes to the Rocky
Mountain High man, and
the recording rights go to
RSO Records

* k Kk

THE ROLLING STONES
will nothave to stand trial
in Rhode lIsland before
they begin their US tour
this summer. The police
chief of Warwick, Rhode
Island, asked the US
Immigration Department
to require several mem
bers of the group to stand
trial on assaull charges
registered four years
ago

Immigration officials
have ruled that the Stones
cannot be barred from the
US because of the
unproven charges and no
trinl will be held The
group begins their US
tour July 10 in Pilts
burgh

FRED BRONSON

GEORGE
WHO?

THERE WAS a time when
a4 Beatle was considered
the most instantly recog
nisable person in the
world. Last Thursday
George Harrison walked
on to the stage at
Manhattan's City Centre
inan R.C.M.P. uniform
and, sang ‘I'm A
Lumberjack’ with the rest
of the Python team in the
sketch of the same name.

Hardly a soul in the
audience recognised him

even when he came on
to take a bow at the end

Well, that is how the
‘fab four'' have always
sald they wanted it

* %

SLADE EMBARKED on
thelr American tour last

10CC WERE
BACK in Glas-
gow on Saturday
night, with a
debt to pay.

They had touched
down earlier in the year
with their UK tour, but
flu struck two band
members and they had
to stop the show after a
mere three numbers.

“It was a real martyr job,"
joked the band. "Two beds
and a doctor ready at the side
of the stage "'

The illness caused the tour
1o be rescheduled, and the UK
dates completed after a
European trip. To compensate
for thelr earlier cancellation,
they put in an extra date al
Glasgow, their three nighls
there bringing the tour to a
close

Glasgow had obviously
forgiven them, all three dates
were sell ouls

As the band opened their set
at the Apollo they teased the
audience about them only
doing a few numbers and
going off again. But what the
audience got in fact was more
than two hours of quality rock

And when they apologised
for the previous occasion a
voice shouted from the
gallery: "‘Don't mention it. "'

The end of the tour means
that we won't be seeing much
of 10cc for some time, as they
have a break and then prepare
for their next album, about
which they aren’t saying a lot,
excepl that It will be

‘something very special ™'

“1t's been a long haul,'’ sald
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week, but with a twist that
Noddy Holder calls a
‘‘goodwill gesture''. They
are playing all the larger
concert halls, as 1s their
custom, but are augment
ing these with additional
performances in small
clubs

‘We'd like to be able to

Graham Gouldman. “‘Origl
nally there were two separate
tours, the UK tour and the
European one. Bul because of
the flu thing it turned into oné
long tour with three legs. "'

How did they do on the L
continent?” when they played Edinburgh

“*All the places we had been when they made a joke about
to before were sold oul, which the Bay City Rellers

enemies In the various
cam
“We have never r
““We're going on holiday for out o gel any p
a while and then do some work following.,”" sald Gr
in the new studios. Obviously “We're not going o
we've got a few ideas whatl we anyone. It's better to

o a ¢ W e = would like to do, b wide audienc
stay in a city for a few was encouraging,'' sald “It turned oul that Les was In ,.,.:,:Iy ,n‘,,. '|;Om.;"”l '::‘:: Imn.?l n\‘u-tru rm\'w

days, do the big hal Graham. “"Many of the halls the audience,”’ sald Lol Srustian Y64 fond 1 ol ¢ .
; y » knock you If you

says Noddy. “"but also L"" there are smaller though. *' ~ " - et
to play In some smaller ‘In Germany we broke Creme. '‘I hope he didn’t take ‘It could be a popular in the charts, <

!
3
&
4
)
*)

double

clubs and perform o
audiences on a more
personal level

Jimmy Lea added” "W
have long wanted o
explore the idea of trying
to perform to American
audiences in this way By
doing both types of
concerts this time out, we
hope to get
many people
m o st

ourselves
across o as
as we can
effectively *

STEPHEN MORLEY

Recordedin1956
Releasedin Britainin1976

DON WOODY
BarkingUp

TheWrongTree
MCA

some new ground,' added
Kevin Godley. "It was pretty
good apart from a couple of
dates which were a bit in the
middle of nowhere. "’

“It's a bit like starting
again,”’ sald Graham ‘And
that's not always pleasant
It's quite similar to the
situation in Britain aboul two
yearsago

‘One of the problems Is thal
there is no real rock radio over
there. All they have Is AFN
(American Forces Network)
and that isn't just music but a
bit of anything and every-
thing They don't seem to
wanl to start pop radio overy
there. They obviously need
some outlet though

In Munich they thought we
were The Carpenters or
something like thal, because
the audience was full of old,
sophisticated people. *

Another problem they had to
face was that while most of the
Scandinavians they met could
speak and understand Eng-
lish, the German's couldn’t
They weren't oo sure how the
German audiences took their
brand of rock either

Graham explains. ‘‘When
Lol goes into his bit about
wanting to dominate the world
we thought we had better be a
bit careful. So we substituted
Winston Churchill for Adolf
Hitler, and it was worse than
ever

“We heard that one paper
printed a headline something
like “10cc Called Audience
Nazi Swines’, which just
wasn't true.

They also had same fun

offence, It was only meant as a
plece of fun
‘Someone told us he

laughed, or was it he left, |
couldn't quite make itoul. ™’

The resumed tour malinly
met with their approval, and
they said they had good nights
in Newcastle and rock-starved
Aberdeen, although the smell
of fish had got them down In
the latter

We've dane a longish set
usually,"” said Kevin It has
grown according to audience
reaction of course, but usually
about two hours ten minutes
and including a mixture of just
about everything we've
dane. "’

When can we look forward to
seeing themagain?

It'll be about six months or
so, | guess, ' sald Graham

though. We're thinking of

aiming at that anyway. We're

lucky because we are not at a
stage where we've got to
impress anyone

‘In America we have a sort

of cult following, and It would

possibly do us well to tour
there. The last ime we went
Original Soundtrack' had
been out too long for us to do a
lot
America said ‘I'm Mandy
Fly Me' was about taking
mandrax to calm your nerves
before flying saild Kevin
When all it was really
inspired by was their National
alrline ads
10ce have always had a
reputation of being a réadily
accessible group, and .
made many friends and a few

underwear,"'”

have

"“They change k
adds K
They bulld you up and

take you down. '

Pressures

Yeah, but the mors
have a go at you the
people seem to buy
records.”’ laughed Grah

There are terrific p
es on musiclans
good albums, and U
knockers come along
like a school report. *O
better next year'
thing

They have been o
for being ‘‘too perfeet. **

We try our best"

Graham. ''Sometimes ve

back on bad reviewsd

retrospect we often
things could have been b
but instanty you tend
react. **

‘When you've b
studios for a lang tme
on an album and you:
with as good & -
possible at the time, U
sheer negative critich
bit of 2 pain, " said §

"1t is nice o 7
the back occasion
When a new band
peopie attach 3
them, but after a Wi
are not o
drastically, so

w 7

»




DRD MIRROR & DISC, MAY 1, 1976

of the trouble today Is that
everything has gol to be
super’. You know like you get
in the papers, the prefix super
is always there, super group
superman, super - everything
Can you Imagir that
some poor mum getting
worried that she's nol a
supermum ‘cos she doesn't use
the right margarine? People
tend to get too involved in this
unnecessary kind of trivia that
they make seem so important
today
‘I hope we never gel to the

stage where we ignore the
fans. It is important to be very
accessible. Sometimes you
have gol to be somewhere and
you can't see all the fans, but
we ususlly try and sign
autographs. Of course you
occasionally disappoint some-
one, and they are the ones who
complain. '

At the other end of the scale
there are followers who see the
band as some sort of
intellectual revolution

] have a reasonable
vocabulary,”” says Graham
“But someone did this in
depth thing on us, and I
eouldn't understand a word of
it. Honest'"”

Avgments

Anyone who has seen 10cc
. Bve will have noticed that in
fact there are five members on
“stage, not just the foursome
appear on the records
Sfifth member is Paul

W who augments them

on percussion and

has been with us on the
pe the beginning of the
Y says Graham. “'We
ever really think of him as a
= n, More as 4 mate.
a superdly fight
sald Kevin, "‘We
her well

a8 caming oul of a
inFebruary 731 think
and 1 saw Eric and
and they said 1 was

first met at the
d Brown

Strawberry studios, where 1
had been doing some session
work there with a band. Eric
had heard the sessions und
they thought I had the style
they required to fit in with
thelr music

My playing Is compatible
with Kevin's, almost as if wy
can read each ers minds
well, anticipate each other
anyway

Kevin is probably a better
timekeeper than I am most of
the time though "'

Frustrated

Did he not get frustrated just
being In the background with
the band?

‘Hmmm, not really,” he
replied I've been doing
more and more each tour, and
this time round had a few solos
which compensated a bit

‘Basically I'm a freelance
but 10ce have first option. It is
great working with four
superb writers. I'm not a
writer. Never have been. I'm
quite content as I am. It's a
great life. I'm well looked
after "

When the band go into the
studios Paul usually tours
with other groups in need of
his services
‘It is good to have variety,”
he says. ""One night you can
be playing to a°3,000 audience
with this band, and the next at
some working mens' club
somewhere

Removed

*1've done clubs with people
like Freddie Garrety (of
Freddie and the Dreamers).
which might sound rather
removed from this lot, but he
has a good attitude o work,
very professional

‘On the cabaret creult you
meel a different sort of person
but very friendly to you. ‘You
airight lad? D'yer want a
drink?’ and soon.

Paul comes from Stockport,
close o f0cc’s Manchester ®
rools, and first became
interested 'in music &round
1966,

That's when I got my first
set of Quality ¢ t tins for a
drumkit," he says 1 played
with some school f ds ina
local band playing hadow
tunes and st ke that
thoug The Cr ere
bécoming the thing the
period

Later he | with sever

bands, includl tha 1ctor
Brox, former keyboard
player and ocalist with
Aynsley Dunbar, beforegoing
on lo session work

I prefer working live to
recording work.'' he said
would get claustropho
working in studios for y
long. The most I've done ha
been a week atonce

Switching

Working live with this
band you certainly move
about a lot on stage, switching
instruments. There's nothing
worse than sitting on a drum
stool for two hours ata ime. *

He lllustrated the fact later
that evening during the set as
he¢ moved from one set of
drums to kettle drums, to
keyboards and back again,
often playing tambourine as
he went!

‘On stage we have to
compromise,’’ he said. “Ob-
viously you can't do
everything like the records
But that Is where I come in, to
help them give as full a sound
as possible on stage

“When 10cc do an album I
have a listen and work out
what part | can play towards
the live show 5

‘‘People criticise them
saying they're only a
recording band and can't do
live what they do on record
but they can't have been
looking or listening proper.
L

Paul's move to keyboards is
a recentdevelopment.

“l started planc lessons
while T was at primary school,
and while 1 only got o grade
three, | have remembered the
basics

‘My piano teacher com-

mitled sulcide which had
nothing 0 do with me - 1
think '™’

Conversation was Inter
upted at this point as Paul was
commarideered o play drums
with 10ce’'s support band,
whose percussionist was {11

Meanwhile, 10ce were
tuning up and before their set
relaxed judging the merits, or
lack of them, in an Alan Ladd
western film on the TV

‘Filve minutes', yelled a
volce

“It's time (o turn Into super
stars,’’ sald Kevin, tugging at
his shirt

Out front the Apollo
audience eagerly anticipated
their arrival on stage. The
lights dimmed to thunderous
applause. Spotlights ap-
peared, Illuminating two of the
stage crew doing an awful
rendition of ‘Art For Art's
Sake', and then “'Ladies and
Gentleman, the best band In
the wotld 4

From that moment on the
band did no wrong — al least
in the audience's opinion —
and they Indulged not only
every number, but every aside
and joke from the band

Flop

Every band has (o have a
record that doesn't make It,"'
says Lol “This Is ours
Thanks for making ita flop. '

Roarsof laughter

“It's called ‘'The Worst Band
In The Warld! #

Roars of applause, and so

on

You could hear and
understand every word that
vas sung, which Is still

remarkably rare these days

The interplay between Kevin
and Paul was in evidence with
ome driving drums in
Jecond Sitting For The Laast
Supper and In the gulsy
endition of 'Rubber Bullets’
which brought the show o a

Thelr lively

humour came

ar well wut they can be
equally poignant, as in ‘Old
Wild Men from the Sheet
Music' album The material
covered their whole history
from the fOrst albun 10ex
through heet usic and
The Original Soundirack

und most of ‘How Dare You!
ything met with imme
¢ recognition and approv
al from the audience

As they left the stage the
audience called for the one
they loved 80 much and
wanted 1o hear, ‘I'm Not In
Love," which they got, and
more besidea

Backstage fthere was the
usual autopsy

They didn't seem over
confident with themselves

“We've done better, we've
done worse,” was the attitude

“1 felt at times It was a bit
cold and cHnical,”” said
Graham. “You know sume-
times you get it dead right,
every note perfect, but the feel
is not there It sounds stupid
bul someone singing a
out of tune can sound better!"’

Meanwhile, Kevin was
discussing the possibilities of a
horse carrying the kettle
drums on stage for extra
effect. Others talked about the
sound system in a more
serious vein, and it showed
that while some people are
ready to dismiss themas being
too perfect, they are eager o
do their best to improve their
wark

E
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Frgm Russia
with Mud

[1975wWaAS A good year for Mud, with no less than six singles in just
{ over 12 months,
In January they were at number one with ‘Lonely This
Christmas’, back at number three as soon as March with “The
| Secrets That You Keep’, and returning to the top in May with ‘Oh

| Boy’.
| And then there was ‘Moonshine Sally', ‘Show Me You're A
Woman' and 'L.-I.- forget them, and with a the like. This is about scheduled for release in
| Luey' new, “fun single out the best disco track September
| e ’ iU's likely they'll soon since "Tiger Feel’, you “So far there are five
So where have emeige from their brief canhaveashoutalongto  completely different
|they been since the sojourn it, its en  complele tracks.”" Dave ex
| New Year — “Yeah says Dave with roadies’ chorus. * plained. ““There's room
‘rvs(ing on their But don't expec l»." I“." Il be a rrmnﬁfr for us w© do I!ha! There
|1aurels ? Not likely! promotion thing. Thal's m?rr;m ts Les Grey will probably be a
| " A notus It would be nice to pilece orchestra om onme
I think there was a People are fed up gelanother number one track I dom’t know
danger of us becoming with all the hype of the bul that isn't that what comes next We
|over exposed ex music business by now Important,” adds Dave don't go for a distinet
Iplained Dave Mount People don't want to see “We don't go into the sound, m an atomos
| “With all those singles us jumping about in studio with the intentior phere of our own
|so close together like gorilla suits we want of cutting singles. When Their new recordings
|that. You can have too people to accept us as we record a few songs, feature a new producer
|much of a good thing weare often one will suggest Pip Wil
you know People itself and we think more
don’t wanl Mud shoved M Thal's the one’ Every member
down their throats. Itis D"'ere“’ thing is a bit self than a producer
of course, very difficult The new Mud single indulgent | suppase, but Dave He makes
to gel the balance righ! ‘Shake It Down'. we like to ring the work in the sthudi |
between over and under Jeased this week is chang course, and we respect MUD - not exactly the best looking band in the workd.
exposure, people can another different sound ‘We don't aim to be that, but ofherwise he
soon forgel you If you We wanted to make a trendsetters. Mud just one of the b am on touring ¥ J 3
are nol careful aboul disco record said aren't exactly the best ’P Pl d ' m
what you do and when Dave IU's 1 plece of looking band in the eo e on '.
youdo it fun, that's all Obvious world are they”"’
There's not much |y we hope It will get a They are also working
chance of Mud letling us ot of play at parties and on a new album M“d *o'ed do'n
== .

SOUTHEND CHARITY FESTIVAL COMMITTEE
presents

BANK HOLIDAY
MONDAY
MAY 31st
11am-9pm

ROOTS HALL

with

ALVIN LEE BAND

FAIRPORT CONVENTION

DAVID BROMBERG BAND :
MAGNA CARTA « MICKEY JUPP BAND (:.itv..)
CROSSBREED « HIGHLY STRUNG VEST & FRIENDS

DJ: JOHN AlI.ANN
TICKETS IN ADVANCE £2.00 - ON THE DAY £2 3¢

(SAE PLEASE) CHEQUES OR PO TO: SOUTHEND SOUNDS 76

¢/o ROOTS HALL STADIUM, VICTORIA AVENUE

-

HE LAY +

SOUTHEND-OEJ-SﬁEA: ESSEX

PROCEEDS TO CHRISTIAN AID

s rewardimg
people are so

o as blase
The

many allermatives they
end up doing nothing If

I hear ‘em say they we

r I feel Bhe
punchnyg them’

Dave Iimsists that

whatever work Mud do
this year &t will have to
it i with his Olympics
vhewing

Dismal
I'H ot <5t i fromt of
e old box and ap o
wp.” he says “Recently
when ['ve beenm walch
Ing Top OFf The Popw

I've found it a bt
dxsral

e
“Ifs haurd for us, and
even harder for new

acts
“FPop still getsy my
adremafin

s flowing, ir's

their throats’ — D¢

-
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Roadshows Speeial = 7%

reth

Stand and

groove

FRIENDLY TIP: When seeing Naz live
; (especially at the Apollo) it is wise to wear

10-inch platform shoes or to hire

_ shoulders for the
i one sits down when
* shadows.

It’s purely instinctive:

Dan,
mechanism
like a Jack In The
taken off

.'
P
"
E Befare the stand - up

were mucho entertained
by Widow Maker, who
played a competent set
and whose singer
I (one ex-Love Affair
3 vocalist) Steve Ellis did
3 some wonderful things
h with his larynx. I've got
. the feeling that this nifty
' combo might not be
!

i

lead

playing support much
longer
Al around 9 o'clock the
notes of Macca's ‘Some
one's The
l' Door' faded away, and
Naz took the stage
Everyone sprung to their
E feet, clearly delighted
that the prodigal sons had
returned
The opening number
was ‘Telegram’' from
their new album, a song
which is a departure from
the usual Naz straight-
forward pop rock. I
assumed they would have
saved their trump card
' ‘til the end as highlights
usually come after lesser
lights. But, here we are,
first number, best song,
and the band peaking in
the first five minutes
‘Telegram’' came in
four parts: Part One, ‘On
Your Way'; Part Two, ‘So
You Wanna Be A Rock ‘N’
Roll Star (courtesy Roger
McGuinn); Part Three,
.~ ‘Sound Check’ and Part
Four, 'Here We Are
Again’. 1It's a fairly
.~ experimental musical
outing for Naz, and they

Knocking At

a pair of

evening; for no one but no

Naz creep out of the

One glimpse of

Pete, .\‘.lanny or Darrell triggers off a
in the back-passage — almost

Box whose lid's been

and - groove took place, we

performed
ceptionally well, espec
lally Manny Charlton,
who cruised through some
pretty hot guitarlicks

The composition bas|
cally deals with the
apathy and distaste for
Iife on the road But tosee
Naz up there going
through the motions of
glamour - puss Rock ‘N
Roll stars, you wouldn't
think the lyric particular
ly applied to them

Dan McCafferty cuts a
fine sex symbol figure up
front. He camps it up a
bit, but isn't namby
pamby or, (thankfully)
too wimpish. Sometimes
his voice is a bit suspect
By that 1 mean he
sometimes emulates (in-
advertently or otherwise,
1 do not know) other BIG
singers

On one occasion he
sounded not unlike Robert
Plant, on another, Rod

It ex

Stewart, and in one or two
numbers his vocal per
formance was very
Americanized stylized
However, the bonnle lad
was particularly potent
on the belcher ballad,
‘Love Hurts', which Naz
present in a style all their
own

The one astounding
thing about the band Is

==

the energy they feed to the
crowd. Two Yank guys
near me were moving
about llke Rubber Men to
the dazzling guitar solo in
Razamanaz’', while fu
ther along a phalanx of
leenage rockers played
pretend guitar

The following number
had a distinctive ‘Amazon
Rock’ flavour, and rolled

et

dlence surged forward
get closer to their
rite boys, and hands
arms stretched out as
as singer Kevin
invited just that
the first number,
h Out, I'1l Be

that moment on
screamers, fainters
fakers didn't know
had hit them as they
everything to get
the front of stage
y staff and to the
, which was not
ed by constant
g by certain band

front line attack
it difficult for the
s to see. let alone
what was going on,
scrambled for the
ges in the gallery

me!" insisted her friend
Some were content to
mill around the back of
the crowd trying to catch
the occasional glimpse of

the group, while others
consoled themselves
dancing

by David
Brown

The majority of the
numbers were golden
oldies, including Beatles,

SHERE SEEMS little doubt that the latest young phenomenon to hit the Midlands
"and the North East is Stevenson's Rocket

More than 2,600 screaming, weeping, fainting, banner waving youngsters turned
L ip at Sheffield last week to break the house record (and a few chairs ), and to catch
helr young idols on their current tour
The bulld up to their arrival on stage was masterly engineered by the DJs; the
Bnere hint of their arrival or the mention of a member’s name was met with instant
nzy. And by the time they actually appeared, the excitement had already proved
b be just too much for several young ladles

rock and soul classics,
many of which were
probably new to the latest
generation of pop concert

goers

Naturally enough they
also featured their new
single ‘Here I Am’, once
{n the midst of the set, and
agaln asan encore

Their delivery left more
than a little to be desired,
with announcements be-
tween songs being unin-
telligible, and problems
with their equipment

STEVENSON'S ROCKET / Top Rank, Sheffield

further hampering them excitement they creale

Obviously it's still early makes up for some of the
days for a band of this . shortcomings for the
nature, and their max- momentatleast

fmum appeal relies As the final scream died
mostly on their youthful out, and the tears were
zeal and looks., and the wiped away,the fans filed

.
along In misty, murky
magnificence, when sud

denly the band upped and
left having been on stage
only about 45 minutes

Dan came back and
announced there'd been a
bomb scare, and would
everybody please look
under their seats for any
suspicious looking par
cels, etc. Nobody, except
yours truly’' appeared
perturbed by the an
nouncement, and the
band continued the set,
although on a very
different note

They did a rendition of
a traditional Scots toon
called ‘The Long Black
Vell’, a stark song with no
musical backing, just
four crisp vocal harmo
nles .weaving and whirl
ing through the theatre
Very untypical Nazareth
bul very tasty

‘Whisky Drinking
Woman' (they never call
it Scotch up here!) and
the equally boozy 'Hair Of
The Dog’ followed, the
latter sounding really

sleezy and as raw as 100
per cent proof iquor. Dan
used a volce box and
everybody rocked

Woke Up This Morn
ing' was ultra loose and
fairly sloppy but was

saved from falling flat on
its Jackass by Manny's
dashing solo, and some
comic inlerplay between
ald guitarist and Pete
Agnew, who Is the funny
man of the combo
For the encore
another track
Razamanaz album,
ken Down Angel’, which
the band hadn't per
formed on stage for a cool
three years It exuded a
touch of nostalgia, and
one of the Yank boys was
near o tears

I thought it could've
been more poleaxing
instead of just another
mediocre interpretation
Sadly though, Naz looked
sleepy and even though

came
from the
‘Bro

77

the audience kicked the
floor / stalls / each other
and young persons were
throwing themselves
about like they were an
some Kamikaze mission,
Nazareth did not return
The essence of their set
isn't bewlldering guitar
solos (although there are
plenty) that only the
group themselves could
get off on anyway. Nosir,
it ain’'t any of that, the
essence of Nazareth Is
that they're in fto
entertain the troops out
front Ityou really wanna
get yer rocks off,
lose your Inhibitions in
two easy stages, then Naz
are the band to go see
After the show | met a
fresh - faced young lassie
who had lost her mate in
the loo. She was very
impressed by Nazareth
and told me that it was
her very first concert
““Me very first time'’, she
called 1t, as though she

was lalking about her
very first sexual ex
perience

I'm glad 1 chose

Nazareth'', she chuckled

Meanwhile, back In the
hall there are a gang of
young cocksure, lippy
lads nol inhibited about
mouthing their apprecia
tion of Naz ‘F
great’”’, one of 'em shouts
Everyone nods in agree
ment

Yeah Entertainmentis
definitely the name of
Nazareth's game

After the Naza
reth invited the press to
Join them for a. typleal
Scottish dinner

The menu included
Cock-A-Leekie Soup and
Haggis Wi ‘A Honours
Haggis Wi' A whatsname
entalls bona fide Scots
pipers piping in the
Haggls twas e'er so
bonnie

Tradition, It
very much parl and
parcel of the Scottish
Ifestyle, and before we
finished the meal Manny
informed us that Naza
reth’'s next single might
be the traditional ‘Long
Black Vell' which they'd
performed at the gig

show

seems is

Ah, Rock 'n’ Roll Wi* A
Difference, you might
say

by

pering notes. One

16 - year - old had made

the jpurney from London
specially for the concert

“It was worth it", she

go back

train and

out com

sald. 1 shall
tanight on the

PIC John B, Lane

get 4 cab home from the

station. I've saved up for
it I'mrich. "
What was the big

attraction for her?
“Oh, Steve. 1 think he's
great. "
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TAKE THAT guy Biddu for instance. He's a regular sort of fella; has a lot
of hit records; eats in Italian restaurants.

He looks a bit weird, of course, but then stars are expected to be a little
outlandish, and make no mistake about it if it 's down to record sales then
Biddu is one of the biggest stars we 've got

He produced Kung Fu Fighting
Tina Charles' ‘T Love To Love
Rain Forest and don'l
forget the new Jimmy Jame
& The Vagabonds outing ‘I'll
Go Where Your Music Takes
Me' — another thing Biddu
wrote and produced

a mere 11,000,000 seller; he was the main force behind
. there’s his own discs like ‘Summer Of '42' and the current one

He's a star all right. We're
in his favourite Itallan
restaurant and he orders
orange julce with ‘only a
little ice’. He gets through a

x day and at that rate
it's pretty bad for

you
All that
South Indian doctor doesn't

said, this son of a

come on like a star atall He
knocks the whole thing off
balance by being charming
polite and completely down
to-earth

Defined

The paradox between what
he appears to be and what he

y and
Is gets more defined when audiences of 20,000 plus when feathers On the other side of with lllu’o-) kn(v\fi?r n(l'll.; the
you notice the huge Christian the pop festival in Britain the coin he's been accused of watch them rs
cross round his neck and was still a hippy dream devaluing black rhythms chart

then he confesses to being a
Hindu

But this isn't Rock
- and nelther is

There's no thrill er
adventure when you have &
really big act because they
already have a name, butit's

into disco fodder Rock 'n'
Rollers have probably never
heard of him

He eventually admits that

“Actually thal's an aver
age gig In Indla. If you hold
a cricket match at least
100,000 turnup,’’ he smiles

n' Roll
Biddu

Brought up on a diet of Pepe But it's been disco music  disco music Is the most -““‘4“““""”“["' :)-”:::rl:#o?;
Jaramilloand Frank Sinatra that's made his name instantly dismissable pop pu:lrr;u;;l that a less
he was already playing to controversial In sahib-land around and then defends artiste has ’ .

To dancers up and down the with: “What about the rock I'm a single’s artigt first

To me, 1 don't know because you have to have hit
Y singles before you can sellan
album, If not the whole thing
runsata loss

“Look at Abba, whom I
admire very much, they've
taken three singles from an
album and both the album
and the singles are selling
very well '

Abba are a good example
of a group who are confident
in themselves and Biddu is
very similar

Confildence comes when
you feel you're good without
kidding yourself,” he says
like some wise Baba

scene”?
much about rock and they all
sound the same, bul I
wouldn't put it down because
that's another type of music

“1 would never venture
into rock because If the fire's
too hot It's best to slay out of
the kitchen,' he adds in true
Hindu fashion

My whole thing is melody

and [ love the gles and
even Status Quo but I can't
getinto Led Zep '

country he's the British Van
McCoy — a wizard at getting
people to shake those tall

Blddu quit India in 1060 s -
and though he says Indla That's why I (rr|ly nllck'm
had it's own ‘Swinging the kind of music I think I'm
3 » . lat
Sixties’ (which makes the gooc e 1
mind boggle) he was never I don ; care If ‘! ‘f“'
touched by the rock boom panned by some crilics

and so stayed out of it because I know it's good and

BIDDU:a singles *You know my Idol used to I like it I'V'_‘ had fun making
artist first be Trini Lopez and I used to ! and if it's not a hit, teo
copy his act down to a tee bad
getuing 15,000 people clapp
ing In tUme uplln ?,‘n .'.l'l-.
Bamba'
Now there seem to be But don't get the idea thal

almost as many people
clammering for Biddu to
write and produce for them

Biddu Is going to stay the
same. Even within the limils
of disco music his ideas are

After Tina Charles hit the constantly evolving and he
number one spot every promises the Tina Charles
manager with a solo girl single due In August will be

singer was on the phone to different g:
our congenlal Indian In America he's fasl

Biddu admits he has a becoming a 'cult figure' with
certain type of sound that's records being sold bottl
becoming more noticeable and on import, but he's
""That's because the only no plans to move out
thing I do Is dance music and although he's visited
the drum sound has to be  Angeles twice — on holiday!
fairly crisp. There aren't I had eight hit records In
that many people over here America last year '
making that sound so t's confesses quite blandly, *'b f
easy W identify me but if | that's no reason to move o8

TAURUS

(April 22 to May 21)

quite frankly

toward you. What 1o do, you LEO
cry? We know, we know It's

not a8 mce state in which o

Was in America I'm sure I'd
be lost with all those guys
over there. '

He prefers to make records

there. People mainly go oul
there for tax reasons, !
I've got a good accoun
he smiles.

(July 24 to August 23)
Everything s getun’ up your

be warth their weight in

LIBRA

(September 24 10
October 23

more of that sweet sweet
musc

SAGITTARIUS

(November 23 1o
December 21)

Peacetul, tranquil, serene,
hf!vouvscx Might noi

o5 wid get boring
Maybe you ought to ha

acton-zoomy

:weonﬁnt' Peaple eill
nock you down hike 3 bise-
md‘ .

PISCES

(February 18 to

Don't be fooled hy flully be. The best thing t© do s nose. Don't let it Wear a Romance rears iU's sexy head  |1sn't what you say it's how  end. Hows mid-week is ":f ’-"a'fv :‘M
white clouds and blue skies throw a dice and go on to the nosebag  you must But and you'll be thrown off yOu say it that makes you so  the best for 1, 17N be mildiy ,M"‘ :“ h and
Your week s positively grey stop sniffing Good News those feet with one sloPPY  mmmm how shall we say. surpnsing F:«"kr'm::v:
We don't wanna be You're headin’ for a litle kiss. Love is sweet. But make refresiung That face turns ) : A
tch bonus Sure you are oo patiotic red and that dimply back scratching
fsugh  brghiens  uwp AQUARIUS what  comes
VIRGO everyone's day. Oooh you are s it Unlucky #
{August 24 to SCORPIO naughty But we Tike ya. And February 17) <
September 23) DecaMS IS ya. i's.gonna L ve PRBEA
It s going t be a bit of a (October24 to bo.a s sk promotion . hewsebous
nothing week, but at least November22) SROng thet iea sS4 r::;
you'll have time to sort out Its going 1o be a meaty week CAPRICORN SN bt for ’\;* 'an-’
untdy bits ‘n° bobs Mid ~ honest You'll find that how ey \ MeMWe
week 5 a goad time 10 pluck  wonderperson of your dirty o ;\n‘d 980' : t |;
oul the weeds and plant new  thoughts and what's more (December22to Sania o7 0es Big Brother
fresh roots. New fnends will  you and he’she will make January 21} gemn’ 100 cock-
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“EVERYTIME
1 TAKE
THE TIME”

WHEN THE RIVER STOPS FLOWING

on DIM

Records
DJS 659

HERE'S WHAT THE STARS SAY ABOUT MOON!
“He's a great artiste=ANGIE BOWIE.
“Moon Williams is the most underrated artiste of today=R & J STONE.
“We.The RUBETTES hereby boldly state that we think
Moon Williams is a great singer.”’
“He sounds great to me=GREG RIDLEY (Humble Pie)
“Moon Williams—a very underrated singer. great potential, watch out'=BIDDI
“I think he’s great! No ifs, ands, or buts=GENO WASHINGTON

DJM (Distrnibutors) Ltd Telephone 01-836 4864 Joint Management
JamesHouse, 71-75 New Oxford Street,  Telex 27135 (Dejamus, London) The Dick James Organisation
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T DOESN'T take a fortune teller to
tell you how tomorrow's pound is
worth a lot less than yesterday's.
Every time you go to buy a ticket
for a concert you probably notice how the
prices have been creeping up and up. And

as for records .
danger too.
the value of
Deutschmark,

more reluctant to

But this has hidden

As the pound drops against
the

foreign groups

dollar or the
become

come to the UK

because they end up playing a whole tour
at a loss, instead of a profit.

And the prestige of playing the British
circuit just ain’t what it used to be.

Whether your inter
ests lie with Abba or
Zeppelin, the Rollers or
the Rolling Stones,
inflation has affected
YOt

Early last year a top
price album would have
cost around £2. 75. Now,
you'd have to fork out a
hefty £3.25. That's an
increase of 18 per cenl,
which many feel in the
current economic crisis
is simply too much
there's clear
evidence that record
and ticket sales have
fallen considerably as a
result of these increas
vs. Figures just pub
lished show that in 1975
sales of singles slumped
by more than five
million (see table for full
details)

But Inflation {sn’t the
rock fan’s only conocern.
Within the past year the
pound has slumped a
staggering 16 per cent in

' RECORDS

HEN
paying
circular

Already

for

money also

chunk of

value against other
world currencies

This means that
Britain is now financial
ly far less attmctive to
foreign touring bands,
and that includes, of
course, American ones.

This week in Record
Mirror we take a close
look at the whole
problem of rock in
flation and devaluation,
from the point of view of
you, the fan in the
streetl.

We speak (o leading
record companies and
tour promoters and ask
them point blank to
justity the high prices.

We question them
about future increases
and suggest that today's
music fan is no longer
gotting value for mon
ey

Our
divided
gories:
tickets,

investigation Is
into (wo cate-
records and

YOU buy a record you are

more than just a
vinyl. Your

goes owards

advertising and transportation as well as

covering the cost

musicians,

composer,

session
tudio

of artist,
arranger,

technician, producer and manager, 1wt to
mention spiritual adviser and manicur-

Last year
wages in Britain rose by
27 per cent Petrol
prices also rock eted
Every record company
we spoke to was quick to
blame these factors for
the sharp price rises

Jack Florey, com
mercial director of CBS
explained: “'If you take
a large company like
CBS there are enarmous
overheads. You also
have to remember that
the vinyl used for
records is a by-product
of oll, and everyone
knows how oil prices
have shot up

“We try to absord as
many of the extra costs

verage

customer

Put like that, it all
sounds quite logical
: a‘l&n«lwe
nd for a deluxe

ager): “'In relation to
other goods, records are
certainly good value. !f
you think they're over-
priced you won't buy
them. IU's as simple as
that. "'

Decca: (Peter
Goodehild - Director of
Marketing): “There's
no deubt thal records
have gone up less
quickly than other
ftems Four or five
years ago a budget
album would have cost
#9p. Now it'sonly £1.50.

red to everything
else that's a very
reasonable increase

“There's no question
-of record companies
ove their goods.

A special investigation into the rising
cost of records and concert tickets
by Beverley Legge

Is Rock ‘n” Roll pricing itself out of the market

at f5atime?

Phonogram (Roy
Darling Commercial
Administrator) The
British get a very falr
deal compared to other
common markel coun
tries In Germany an
LP costs L5 and roughly
the Holland
Fven in the
price is about £4.50

CBS (Jack FKlorey
Commercial Direclor)
‘1 can recall 15 years
ago paying 32 shillings
(£1.60) for an album
That's only half today's
price, yel the cost of
more Lthan
doubled since then If
anything, an album is
cheaper today than ever
b

same in

France

living has

re

Bell (lan McNay
Financial Controller)

Iree pounds isn't that
much to pay for an
album, which after all is
something of lasting
value. Nowadays you
can pay more for a
couple of cinema tickets
and you'd only get one
night's entertainment.’

That last question
produced fairly uniform
replies, with each
company flercely claim
ing the record buyer
was getting value for
money .

Opinions differed con-
siderably, however,
when we came to the
question of future rises
We asked the companies
whether they expected
more rises this year

Decca: We've al
ways (ried o postpone
increases for as long as
possthie. At the moment
there are no plans for
an

“If we did change our
minds il would take
three months before
they could be In
troduced For the
moment there will be no
increases. '’

Phonogram: “"All the

igns are Lhat the
economy s Improving,
bul we've got a long way
to go before there's a full
recovery,. In the mean
time there will definitely
be more price increases,
particularly from com
panies whose top LF is
only £3. Increases could

or will these fans still be queuing for tickets

increases this year, but
you can never b sure
We keep a close tab on
what other companies
» doing

S In our opinion
inevitable but on

ther hand it not
npossible Record
companles have to be

oot
L

4
In relation to other

ROGER STUBBS, Business Planning Manager, EMI

be as high as 10 per
cent. "’

EMI: 'The situation
is under review all the
time. We're trying to

hold prices do
long as we can,
afraid some
later this
inevitable. '
Bell: 1 don't think
there will be any more

ar as
~At I'm
increases
year are

careful aboul price
rises. 1t could be there's
o prige barrier above
which the public will not
buy. "

'rom these comments
it seeras that a price rise
of some sort is on the
cards for later this
year: We put it to the
companies that by
raising charges so
frequently they were
pricing themselves cut
of the market. Certainly
the fall in singles’ sales
would seem (o indicate
this

Decca: ‘““After the
terriffic expansion of 73
and ‘74 sales have
definitely slowed down
It could be that fewer
new people are now
collecting records '

FPhonogram: “In sin-
gles there is definite

that
This
for

evidence to show
sales are lower
hasn't happened
LP's though

Emi n e long
term 1 den’t think there

will be any loss of sales
However in h chort
term in certain areas of
the music scene, par-
Ucularly ‘middle of the
road’ there has been a
slight fall

Bell: “From our point
of view there has been
no drop in sales. In fact
quite the reverse. Single
sales have increased
slightly while LP sales
have actually trebled in
the past three years

“This has come about
because we've acquired
artists like Showaddy-
waddy, Slik and  the
Rollers. '

CBS: “It's hard o
measure exactly how
badly sales have been
hit. Overall, 1 think our
fales are holding their
own, We're still getting
big sellers like Tina
Charles

There you have

the

PRICE.

opinlons of the peo
wvho menitor sales
set the prices that

pay

To sum. up

remarks il seems

sales

(with th

ception of Delly are nol

booming.,

rises ore on

.
SINGLES || 1974
!

SALES

More

the wa
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TOP TICKET PRICE

£2.00
(1973)

INCREASE
80%
IN3
YEARS

£3.75
(1975)

£2.20
(1973

80 °/o
g IN3 |
YEARS

£4.00
(1976)

|
|

£3.00 | £5.00 66%
‘ IN3

(1973 | (1976)

YEARS

£2. 20
(1975)

13%
IN1
YEAR

£2.50
(1976)

£2.00
(1973)

10%
IN 2
YEARS |

£2.20
(1975)

£1.65
(1974)

6% |
IN1
YEAR

£1.75
(1975)

£1.50
(1975)

160/0
IN1
YEAR

£1.75
(1976)

£1.75

(1974}

NO |
INCREASE
(1 YEAR) |

£1.75
(1975)

ICKET COSTS can vary consid-
erably from group to group and

venuoe

to venue.

It’s not always

easy to make direct comparisons.

However one fact

remains painfully

clear. In the past few years inflation has
driven prices steadily upwards.

Today, it's commonplacv to pay two or
three poundu for a good seat. And that, in
the current economic recession, is no

laughing matter,

All the pronwters We asked three
we spoke to jleading promoters to
at say whether they expect

Cl&:fl'\ég tp‘:l\('“cnk:: tickets to continue to
sk increase at such a high

risen as quickly as
general inflation,
most
the extra expenses
had been absorbed
by the promoters
themselves

because

ertheless

1073 the bes! seats
‘u Bowie Earls Court
cost L2 00
N'w FPool in May.

seats

sam:
a.nn (D)

V“r‘i

price at

Nev-
today's
concert enthusiast
i{s having to
some fairly steep

pay

tones
was £2 2 Later
nvmu«

‘As long

of

At
will

the

pound continues
to fall against
the dollar you
can expect to

rate, Their replies make
gloomy reading

Danny O'Donovan:
‘Yes. As long as the
pound continues to fall
In value against the
dollar you can expect to
pay more. The majority
Ol promoters negotiat
Ing with American
bands make deals In
dollars. Each time the
pound sinks the band's
fee automatically rises
Consequently the
promoter has to charge
the public more to
recover the extra
money

‘I'm afrald as long as
the economy continues
to slide we're going to
have rising ticket
prices. "’

Derek Block:
going lto see
Increases. Wq¢
away from the 5
el for roch
concert. Someone's go
Ingtodoit "

Norman Perry for
Harvey Goldsmith: '“"We
desperately hope to hold

“"We're
more
can'l be

prices down We stll
have £1 tickets for
ordinary rock bands
and we'd llke to keep

that till the end of the
year But in the end It
looks as though price
will be forced up. **

As we've already
suggested, it's the fans

of American bands who
arc hardest hit by the
devaluation of the
pound. Today, many US
artists having
second thoughts aboul
crossing the Atlantic

Once again our tour
promoters have a grim

tale to tell

Danny O'Donovan:
ON s

LOND |

[PALLADIUM |

| EVENING

| MONDAY

‘-- 2!’

STALLS

I:soo LBS |

m .nmuw——__’__‘l

JOHN DENVER: his
fans paid £5 00 to see
him last month

We've reached a point
where US bands are now
thinking very carefully

about visiting Britain
They certainly don't
come here for financial

reasons The only
reason for them coming

as the

RECORD?

15

éWe can’t be far away
from the £5 ticket for
a rock concert? - BT

to the show-blz names,
rock stars are not
charging excessive
prices. Even the Stones
top rate of 4 Sseems
trifling when compared
to the £30 charged last
May al the Royal Albert
Hall for Frank Sinatra

economists
been
now

Secondly
recently
hinting that we've

nowadays |
their records

to promote

Derek Rlock: The
dust ha not settled
since the pound fell. No

deal has been cincelled
but everybody Is cry
Ing. "

Norman Perry of
Harvey Goldsmith: It
Is a serfous situation
Bands are still coming,
butl they may not be able
Lo afford their full stage

act Economies will
have to be made
In view of the poor

4""’ Vlcaorln r».-m

#iLTON moa

OANNY O'DONOVAN presents

DIANA ROSS
IN CONCERT
EVENINC 3 (%
THURSDAY
— 18

CIRCLE ¢s00

|

D 31

L ':oz—-v— [ — [

DIANA ROSS: a
spectacular show for
a spectacular price
(£5. 00)

economic state of the
country we asked the
promoters whether they
though! concert attend
ances were down and
whether fewer bands
were now laking to the
road

Norman Perry
‘Ever since the three
day week In 1874 people
have been buying fewer
advance tickets, pre
ferring to save their
money till the day of the
concert. | belleve some
colleges, instead of
having concerts once a
fortnight, are having
them once every three
weeks

Right now there are
probably more tours on
the road than there
should be. *

Derek Block:
theatre
down by

I'd say
bookings are
2 per cent
There's no doubt the
slump Is forcing some
promoters to go out of
business

This year I'm doing
fewer rock
switching to Middle Of
The Road acts which are
far more profitable. '

Danny O’'Donovan:
“Fewer tickels are
being sold. People are

being more selective
though there are aiways
bands that will attract
people no matter what
they charge

tours and -

seen the worst of
inflation and there |is
DEREK BLOCK, after all, a light at the

end of the tunnel

And lastly, how-
ever bad British
prices might seem,
j be thankful you're
not living in Argen-
tina, where In
flation is currently
running at an
annual rate of 500
per cent. If that
were to happen
here, within 12
months ticket and
album prices would
be close to £20,
while a single
would sel you back
just under £4

promoter

In the early Sixties it would have cost you 7/6d
(37% new pence) to see the Beatles, and 10/6d
52%new pence), to see the Rolling Stones

I'm sure some
promoters have heen
forced out of business

comfort the
Hlusioned reader
Firstly in comparison

dis

Looking at all these
comments it's hard not -
to wonder If the rock
concert as we know It Is

a declining phenome
non  But perhaps we

houldn't be too pessi
mistic, In the midst of
) the gloom there are a
few points that might

The price of
seeing David
Bowie in con-
cert has shot up
by 80per cent in
three years.
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HAVE YOU noticed how black American female singers seem to be

RD MIRROR & DISC, MAY 1, 1976

obsessed by just two things these days — movies and children

First we get

Diana Ross with

Mahogany' and a lot to say about latest
addition Chudney; now in steams Gladys
Knight having completed her first film
‘Pipe Dream’ and — yeah, that's right =

she’s pregnant!
ButGladys is quite sure

th the pastimes which
plagu he world's top
singers are not going to

much with
Queen OfSoul

too

her role
She makes it clear she

doesn't want to be a
movie star aithough
beir regarded as an

tres would please

her, and even though the

child isn't oo far
ladys will still
o complete her

tic European toar
ation

e corp

ontinues o
its of different

what it
halled as
he Queen Of Soul looking
expanding
and she just
away with 'Oh
I'mnot really a star’. For
{ that split second you

T But of

Glady

0 be

laughs |

believe her
irse, it'sa-lie

Gladys Knight isa star

She is ¢ the few greal
black singers who have
stuck to a style and
waited for the rest of the
world to catch up. OK
she's played Vegas but
she didn'tsellouttoit
Cousin and Pilp, Wi

llam Guest, explains

t's Vegas that changed
notus. We baslcally stuck
to the same thing we
always do and Vegas
didn't influence usatall
A lot of acts that would
never have dreamed of
playing Vegas are booked
in there these days,
because those are theacts
that draw the crowds. [
mean BB King plays In

LasVegas "'
Enough said
Horizon
The horizon widens
even further when you

realise that last year they
had their own 10 - week
television series in the
States which had an
estimated viewing aud-
jence of B0 million. That
wasn't enough to get a
‘fall pick up’ and so
continue the series for a
year bul it was enough for

Gladys Knight and The
Plps to l'\u middle
America right between
the eyes

From then they've

oramsed over and instead
of being the darlings of
the soul music world
they've found themselves

right at the top
nowhere else to climb
when you're the top
record selling act in
America, oris there?
Movies are one of the

There's

ways out. '‘Pipe Dream’
has cost 2% million
dollars — money raised

by husband Barry Han-
kerson who stars opposite
Gladys in the film and
also works as Execulive
Assistant to the Mayor of
Chicago (remember Rich
ardDaly?)

I's a story of marital
turmoi! worked oul
against a backdrop of the
Alaskan oll industry

Opportunity

But let the the
herself comment
always felt llke 1
could act, and when the
opportunity presented It
self my husband and 1
formed a film company
and did it

I wasn't out looking
for a script or material to

make a film it just
happened. (t's mostly a
dramatic role but there

are two spots in the film
where 1 sing I feel
comfortable and con
fident as a singer but
there's always room for
expansion, and I'm not
saying 1 can do as well In
other areas but ['d like to

.

That's fine as far as
Gladys Knight Is con
cerned but her fans want
music and they don’t
seem to be getting any
new stuff. The record
company have taken the
unprecedented step of re -
releasing an old track
Midnight Train To
Georgla' to co - incide
with the Queen Of Soul's
first visit to Britain for
mare than two years

“It all goes into being
broader as a group,'
explains Gladys. ‘‘We
still record, even when we
had the Summer TV
series, because those are
our roots but at the same
time we're trying to add
and expand

“Like, as
finish the

S00Nn as we
soundtrack
album for ‘Pipe Dream’
we'll be going In the
studio to do our regular

album so we can stay
current

And the birth of the
new baby will mean
another break from the
scene -~ one which

Gladys is looking forward
o

—————————————

by David

Hancock

‘““We need the time
because we plan o really
re - vamp the act and we
need Ume We call It
‘woodshedding’ and we
want to go Iinto the
woodshed and do it,"" she
adds

Bul Gladys can also see

a time when she might
have to abdicate her
throne and spend more
time with the family
though she's quick to
point out it would not
mean anend to the record
career only the lve

appearances

But the Queen will relgn
a ltle longer yet She
likes belr the
Soul because she say he
looks or it 1 1

but adds
top calling me

Queen of

compliment

I'd  just
keep the est
could and one day maybe
they'll think T amagain

doing

Her own preference
rur \retha Franklin

v Ro toberta
en KElto

s Knight

cull |
nable to lister
If but | can stand

myself a little betler now

because Where's been a
hange in my volce

That change seems o
! co - incded quite
smartly with the group's
move from Tamla Mo

town to Buddha

Every week we'll

fan clubs, groups,
FEEDBACK,

Cat call
COULD YOU please tell
me all the albums Cat
Stevens has recorded to
date?
Geoffrey Green,
Braunstone,
Letcester
@ Eight in all: ‘The
World Of Cat Stevens’
); ‘Mona Bone
(Island); ‘Tea
For The Tillerman’
(Island): ‘Teaser And
The Firecat' (Island);
‘Catch Bull At Four’
(Island); ‘Foreigner’
(Island); ‘Buddah And
The Chocelate Box’
(Island) ;and ‘Numbers'
(Island).

Print out
I'VE BEEN ltrying to
get hold of three books
on pop: ‘20 Years Of
British Charts’, ‘Rock-
file' and Rockfile 3' but
I've been told they're
out of print. Is it true, if
not can you tell me how
[can get them?
Gethin Rhys,
Ehwhbina,
Cardiff,
® They're all avail

FEEDBACK is a new column ~ und it's all yours!
answer
questions you send us. So if you have a query about
records,
Record Mirror,
Spotlight House, 1 Benwell Road, London N7 7AX.

some of the many
write to:

BOX 195,

ele,
Po

CAT STEVENS
able, and your hookshop
should be able to get

them for you. I not
write to Cash Sales
Dept, RO Box 11,
Falmouth, Cornawall, for
the two ‘Rockfiles,’.
enclosing 75p for each
book., and 10p postage
and packing. The other
book is availuble from
Mrs Philips, Queen
Anne Press, 12 Vandy
Street, London, EC2
enclosing p and 10p
postage and packing.

Front Page

COULD YOU please tell
me where | can gel some
information on Jimmy
Page Does he have a
fan club at all”

Miss D Willeox

Bootle,

Merseyside

® Jimmy Page doesn’t

have an offical fan club

but if you write to

Atlantic Records, 54

Greek Street, London,

W.1. they should be

able to give you some
information on him.

Diana Ross

1 AM trying to find out
the fan club addresses of
Diana Ross and The
Three Degrees. Can you
help?
David Tumbridge
London E3-
® The address of Dinna
Ross’ fan club is 51
South Lumiley Street,
Grangemouth, Stir
lingshire, SK3 §BT. The
Three Degrees Official
Fan Club is P.O. Box 6,
Dagenham Essex,
RMI08DJ.

Johnny Mathis
Please could you give
me the address of the

Johnny Mathis fan
club?
Linda Cottie,
Horncturceh,
Essex

® Write to Johany
Mathis C/0 % Links
Stock-

port, Om'!- SKe
INX. r

It wasn'l a difficul
decision o leave Motown
betause we had It in our
heads and In our minds
way that we needed a
h outlook and change

ge may well
into the dis
¢ SCene 'm not
singer

s Gladys I lean
more owards the ballads
but the guys have a disco

disco

feel within themselves
which b never really
been explolted. What we

would Hke to do is get intto
that and project a little
more that side of Gladys
Knight and the Pips. Let
the guys do an album
maybe.’ 3

GLADYS KNIGHT: and
the Pips, pictured in
London on their last
visit to Britain in
October 1973

After 24 years In the
business Glady i still
secirching out new things
o do and new directions
to move In. § gwriting,
production, in fa the
whole leal I8 coming
under the auspice of

n In Perform
and while It

asy W criticise
say that Gladys has
got away from her rools
that's not really the truth
The Gladys Knight who
had two hit singles at the
same tUme with 'Every
Beat Of My Heart and
who started a following
with ‘Operator’ and
Letter Full Of Tears' Is
the same person who re
releases ‘'Midnight Train

and

ToGeorgia’

Relgning monarchs
don’t sell out — they can’t
afford to




Jan lles talks to Paul Nicholas

PAUL NICHOLAS began his versatile career as a young
punk Rock ‘n’ Roll pianist, but by the age of 20, he figured he
was too old and quit. Ha, he should see some of the

A

keyaboard Krazies today — if he thought 20 was antiquated, had out a couple of
then half the aforesaid rockabillies are old enough to be ::ri:y.::"plh\:h.h<l::‘ll|'.| 'r:'|
kicking up daisy roots. . . . Saturday Night' and

Paul's slop - start - on - off affair with pop music began a few yearsago. He  had him sounding like
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Rosko, rapping to the
disco queens aboul
gitin' up and shakin
their thing' ele el

I'he other ooe, ‘Shuffl
ing Shoes' had Paul
Inging in falsetto (‘the
sharks the shark ) but
which I'm told was
none loo painful for
Paulanyway

Now he's doing all

right with a jerka jerka
¢ number Reg
Like It Used To Be
penned by Messr
Bugatly & Musker
highly ¢

two
sleemed

wrilers

The slory of Lthe
success story of the
single is about as

as Mr Nicholas

*aul explained: “I'd
n o New York and
was offered a partin a
Broadway production of
Hamilel, a kind of rock
musical. Someone had
seen me in ‘Tommy* and
thought I'd be good for
the show. Trouble was
that during rehearsals |
ran into trouble with
American Equity who
would not allow me lo
play the part They
thought I'd be doing an
American actor out of a
job

“So 1 came back to
London, but there was
no work I felt
thoroughly fed - up and
decided I'd like to make
arecord.””

This time he did it his
way: No do - this - do -
that splel from would -
be musical know - alls
(know - nothings). Paul
picked everything —
even the writers. He got
fogether with Bugatti &
Musker, who came up
with Paul's latest
single, currently trott-
ing up the British chart
and destined o get in
the top whack brackel
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