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A TELEGRAPH CONVERTER FOR TARIFF “Y” SERVICE

In considering the design of the Tariff ““ Y "
converter, the following main points have to be
borne in mind :—

(@) A Tariff “Y?”

connexion, as shown in
Fig. 1, involves a number of items of con-
verter and other equipment as well as two
junctions or trunks and a main by-product
circuit o V.I. telegraph channel. Every
item of equipment inevitably introduces some
distortion of the signals and, as the
maximum practical overall distortion allow-
able on a teleprinter connexion is 35 per
cent., it will be seen that the distortion
due to individual items must be as small as
possible. The subscriber’s Telex equipment
is standard and cannot be specially improved
as regards distortion for Tariff ‘*“ Y ' pur-
poses. In a like manner, the by-product cir-
cuit or V.F. telegraph channel is als: stan-
dard and cannot be specially improved for
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storing time not less than twice the trans-
mission time of the subscriber’s line. This is
necessary in order that echoes from the dis-
tant end shall not causc false operation of
the transmitting side of the Tariff ** Y ™’ con-
verter. As, in many cases, the subscriber’s
line will be a trunk, a restoring time of not
less than 30 milliseconds has been found
neccssary.

(c) A special system of signalling must be pro-
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vided, to enable a Telex operator to gain
attention at the distant Telex service position.
As the time of a teleprinter signal is nor-
mally 150 milliseconds per letter, the Telex
operator’s signal has to be long in compari-
son with that time. This involves the use of
thermally-controlled relays, which send out a
signalling impulse of at least 500 milliseconds
duration over the main by-product or V.I.
telegraph channel to operate slow-release re-
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Fic. 2.—CoNNEXION OF TaRIFF ‘* Y '’ CONVERTER.

Tariff ““ Y work, even if such improvement
were possible. The Tariff *“ Y’ converter
had therefore to be designed to operate with-
in the limits of distortion remaining after the
requirements cf other portions of the circuit
had been satisfied. To this end, every pos-
sible cause of distortion has been carcfully
considered and special measures taken for its
reduction

(b) The relay which disconnects the transmitting

side of the converter when sending 300 p.p.s.
tone to a subscriber’s line must have a re-

lays at the distant Tariff ‘“ Y »’ converter,
thereby giving a visual signal at the distant
Telex operator’s position.

Practical details of a Tariff *“ Y ’’ converter, de-
signed in accordance with these considerations, are
given in the following paragraphs.

Details of Tariff ©“ YV *’ Converter. Fig. 2 refers.

The converter is essentially a three-stage resist-
ance-capacity coupled unit, the first two stages being
low frequency amplifiers and the third stage a recti-

fier.

The input transformer has a ratio of 1/7. Be-
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tween the secondary of this transformer and the grid
of the first valve, a voltage limiting device is intro-
duced consisting of a 100,000 ohms resistance
shunted by a condenser of o.or pF. Coupling be-
tween the valves is bv means of a condenser o.01
p#F and 100,000 ohms resistance. The anode resist-
ances of the two amplifying valves are 15,000 ohms.
The time constant of the voltage limiting device and
of the coupling circuits is, therefore, approximately
the same, namely, one millisecond. This fact has
an important bearing on the small distortion that
is caused to Teleprinter signals by the converter.
The filaments of the valves are heated in series from
a 24-volt battery and the grids are auto-primed from
the filament circuit.

It will be seen that the rectifying circuit is
arranged on the wecll-known ‘‘ Bridge ’’ principle,
the valve itself forming one arm of an unbalanccd
bridge. The other arms of the bridge are resist-
ances, two of which are fixed and one variable. The
four line coils, in series, of a telegraph relay, type
299AN, are connected across the bridge. The
valve, which is normally non-conducting, is made
conductive by incoming signals. When the valve
is. non-conductive, current from the anode battery
passes through the relay in the direction 8 to 1, and
when conductive in the direction 1 to 8. Positive
current passing through the relay coils in the direc-
tion 8 to 1 causcs the relay tongue to rest on
the negative battery contact (marking). Obviously
positive current through the coils in a direction 1 to
8 will move the tongue over to the opposite battery
contact which is positive (spacing). It will be seen,
therefore, that the relay is operated by double
current means. The variable arm of the bridge per-
mits adjustment of the relay to working conditions.

The performance of the converter is such that the
rectified output only varies by approximately
0.5 mA over a range of o to 28 decibels. This is
considerably more than the range over which the
converter will be required to function. With such
a flat o"itput over a wide range of working, bias dis-
tortion in the relay 29g9AN due to variations in the
transmission equivalents of different subscribers’
lines, junctions, or trunks, will not occur.

Two telegraph relays, type 320AN, labelled A and
B in Fig. 2, connected in series, are used for trans-
mission to the subscriber. The tongue and spacing
stop of one relay connects the oscillator across thc
converter side of the line transformer, whilst the
input circuit of the converter, which is normally
closed through the tongue and marking contact of
the other relay, is disconnected when this relav
tongue is moved to the spacing contact. As pre-
viously mentioned, this is necessary to prevent the
signals that are being transmitted to the subcriber’s
line from passing into the converter. Another func-
tion of this relay is to keep the input circuit of the
converter disconnected for such a period of time that
the echoes from the line and distant apparatus have
dissipated their energy before the input circuit is
closed again. To accomplish this, an electrical bias
is given to the relay, in a spacing direction.

Reception of a 300 p.p.s. signal by the converter and
transmission of that signal to the by-product
Circuit or Voice-Frequency Telegraph channel
terminal by divect current. Fig. 2 refers.

The 300 p.p.s. signals from the subscriber’s Telex
cquipment reach the input of the Tariffl ** Y ' con-
verter wia a Trunk Telex position. These signals
are amplified and rectified by the converter, the
rectified signals causing the tongue of the telegraph
relay 209AN to be moved from the negative (mark-
ing) to the positive (spacing) battery contact. The
tongue of this relay is connected to either the line
relay of a by-product circuit, or the transmitting
relay of a Voice-Frequency Telegraph channel.

Reception of a divect current signal by the converter
from either the by-product circuit or Voice-
Frequency Telegraph channel and transmission
of that signal to the subscriber’s line by 300
p.p.s. A.C. Fig. 2 refers.

Direct current signals coming from the tongue of
the by-product circuit line relay, or the tongue of
the Voice-Frequency Telegraph channel receiv-
ing relay, operate the two relays 320AN, connected
in series. The tongue and spacing contact of one
of these relays connects the output of a 300 p.p.s.
oscillator across the converter side of the line trans-
former, whilst the tongue of the other relay dis-
connects the input circuit of the converter, and, by
virtue of its spacing bias, keeps the input circuit
open for a time sufficient for the circuit echoes to
dissipate their energy.

Signalling arrangements. Fig. 2 refers.

In order that Tariff ‘** Y ' calls can be properly
controlled, it has been neccssary to provide signal-
ling arrangements such that when a 17 p.p.s. ring
is applied from the Trunk Telex position at one end
of the main link, an indication is given on the super-
visory lamp at the distant Telex position. The sig-
nalling equipment about to be described provides
this. facility.

Ringing current from the Trunk Telex position
operates relay L, which has a metal rectifier No.
1/6A across its coil, via RG1 and 2 contacts and the
primary winding of the line transformer, s0A. Re-
lay LL operates wia L1 contact and locks wia its own
contact LL1 as the operation of relay L only takes
place whilst ringing current is actually passing.
Contact LL2 breaks the circuit between the tongue
of the telegraph relay 2g9AN and the main by-
product circuit or Voice-Frequency Telegraph
channel, and at the same time applies positive
battery to the main link. The time for which this
is applied, i.e., 500 milliseconds, is controlled by the
relay X which is associated with a thermal element
shunt.  Until the thermal element has been heated
for 500 milliseconds, the current through the relay
coil is not sufficient to operate the relay. After 00
milliseconds, however, the current through the relay
X operates it, and the circuit of LL is broken at
contact X1, the thermal element being disconnected
at contact X2. It is necessary to time the operation
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approximate transmission tests. With all the keys
at normal, the circuit is through. The operation of
Key No. 249 gives the following facilities :—

(¢) Holds the main *‘ Y ” link normal, and con-
nects the test V.F. converter and Teleprinter
7A to the subscriber’s line.

(b) Holds the subscriber’s line, and connects the
test V.F. converter and Teleprinter 7A to
the input of the Tariff *“ Y '’ Converter.

In both cases, a variable artificial line, o-40 db’s,
is in circuit between the test V.F. converter and the
circuit under test.

By these means, the attecndant can test either to
the subscriber and hold the main *“ Y »’ link, or to
the main ““ Y "’ link and hold the subscriber’s line.
Listening or leak monitoring facilities are not pro-
vided. Key No. 72 applies 17 p.p.s. ringing
current to test the ringing to either the home or
distant Trunk Telex positions.

The D.C. tester consists essentially of a Tele-
printer 7A, telephone-type kevs for setting up the
various test conditions, and milliammeters for
measuring and indicating the outgoing and incom-
ing currents. As in the A.C. tester, with all keys
at normal the circuit is through. The operation of
Keys No. 1 and 2 gives the following facilities :—

(a) Holds the subscriber’s side of the circuit

normal by connecting negative battery to the
relays 320AN, therefore holding their arma-
tures over to the marking contacts. Con-
nects the tongue of the test Teleprinter to
either the line relay of the by-product circuit,
or transmitting relay of the Voice-Frequency
Telegraph channel. At the same time, the
electro-magnet of the test Teleprinter is
connected to the tongue of the by-product
line relay or the tongue of the Voice-Fre-
quency Telegraph channel receiving relay.
It will be seen, therefore, that under these
conditions the attendant can test over the
main ‘“ Y *' link and at the same time hold
the near subscriber’s line.

(b) Holds the main ““ Y *’ link normal by con-
necting negative battery to the line relay of
the by-product circuit, or to the transmitting
relay of the Voice-Frequency Telegraph
channel. Connects the tongue of the test
Teleprinter to the two relays 320AN on the
‘““ Y " converter, and the Teleprinter electro-
magnet to the tongue of the relay 2g9AN in
the output circuit of the ‘Y '" converter.
With these conditions, the attendant can test
to the near subscriber and at the same time
hold the main *“ Y *’ link normal.

The operation of Key No. 3 connects the test
Teleprinter electro-magnet so that either the D.C.
signals from or to the ‘“ Y '’ converter, according
to the position of the key, can be observed by the
attendant.

Keys No. 4 and 5 makes the necessary battery
changes for testing to either a by-product circuit or
a Voice-Frequency Telegraph channel.

Rack Mounting of Tariff ““ Y >’ Equipment.

The apparatus has been designed on a rack-
mounted basis. Six circuits will be accommodated
on an 8’ 6" rack. The patching and test jacks will
be mounted on a separate panel on the same rack as
the apparatus so as to form a control point for a
number of circuits. In the case of London, the
jacks will be mounted separately from the racks on
a special control board, which will be situated near
the monitor and test sets.

Scope of Service.

At the outset, Tariff *“ Y *' facilities will be pro-
vided between London and the following Telex
centres :—Birmingham,  Manchester,  Liverpool,
Leeds, Newcastle, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Bristol
and Nottingham. The service areas of these centres
will not be restricted to the local fee areas, but will
extend over considerable distances. Extension of
service, by opening up new centres, will gradually
be made until a complete national network, inter-
connecting all the large towns, is established.
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Relay WS is operated on the

Groups termination of the digit if the
; / required group is to be found
pIf 2 on bank section Y, this being
W - determined by the position of
s the digit switch, as shown in

ws o 3= Fig. 4.
I Pz?‘°‘- & When the required pre-final
H g— selector is found, it is neces-

-50 sary immediately to decide on
the banks required for the
next stage of the call, i.e., W
and Y or X and Z, depending
upon the thousands digit
D dialled. If the X and Z banks
are required, the wipers will

rotate through 180° as the re-
sult of a discriminating signal

passed from the first stage
into the C.C. equipment of
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F1c. 4.—Group SELECTOR (100-OUTLET): TypPicAL ExaMPLE sHOWING METHOD OF
SELECTING A FREE OUTLET IN A MARKED GROUP.

tone is connected from the common control equip-
ment, which is held until the caller clears.

The selection of an outlet must occur in the inter-
train pause period and although the selector travels
at high speed its search must always be restricted
to 50 contacts in any intertrain pause. That is to
say, the use of a WS relay is an integral part of the
system. Where the selector wipers are divided into
four sets of four and the selector gives access to
200 outlets, it is necessary either to preposition the
wipers on receipt of a signal from the preceding
stage or to dial two digits into the selector control
and, depending upon the first digit, to rotate the
selector through 180° during the intertrain pause
between the two impulse trains.

Trunking: 4-digit system.
Fig. 5 shows a typical ex-
ample of a four-figure system

ISTNumericaL Sece  Pre-Fina SeLe(200 Out/el)
(100 Outlet)

the pre-final stage.

This pre-positioning of the
wipers takes place when the
selector 1s seized and thus
allows the inter-train period
that follows the second digit
to be available for the actual
selection of an outlet in the
final stage.

When the final selector is seized, there are two
groups each of 100 subscribers available and the
operation of WS is effected in the usual way if the
pre-final digit indicates it to be necessary. The
line on the final selector bank is marked by a com-
bination of the digit switch position and storage
relays after the two digits have been received.

It will be clear that if an exchange has just 2,000
lines capacity, it is only necessary to employ pre-
firals and finals. The common control of the pre-
final selector is in this case designed to receive two
digits, the first digit determining the particular
1,000 required and the second digit marking the
group in the usual way. The wipers are rotated
through 180° during the intertrain period between

DS/

°Nl

FinaL Seve 37

(0 2"° NumeRricaL N3s 4) (200 Outlet)

of 10,000 lines. W

The first numerical selector Subscrib

f 1 tlets is arranged in ., broves 700- 3769
of 100 ou g , % A 3700-3799
say, five groups of 20, each Y X
group being a channel over 1, Groups ws 30 5.6 I
which calls to a pre-final selec- wfi L2 ¥ ;—‘g—— WS -——————
tor that has facilities for con- w o34 s L__Yj
necting to 2,000 subscribers —— « |Subscribers
via ten groups of final selec- — ws L —ﬁ ;:_4& . [3600-3895
tors. s 7.8 WS 4o00 5.6 Z, %

The first digit passes into oo L_YJ 5 P [_? é-’-;_ g e
the common control equipment T g
(C.C.) and, as explained pre- v

viously, the selector wipers
rotate and find the first free
outlet in the marked group.

F16. 5.—GENERAL SCHEMATIC,
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Fic. 7.—P.B.X. FINAL ARRANGEMENTS.

with similar units digits but in different tens groups,
for instance, numbers 71 and 21. When the units
train has ceased, the latch magnet of the selector is

LINE FINDERS

START COMMONS.

energized and the selector rotates. If 21 has been
dialled, WS will be normal and the only possible
operate circuit for T will be in series with sub-
scriber’s circuit 2021 on the W bank. If 71 had
been dialled, WS would have connected the testing
circuit to the Y wiper of the selector.

Should T fail to operate when the selector reaches
the required line, the switch continues to drive. The
W. Y and G wipers leave the bank and the X, Z and
(GA wipers start to enter, the digit switch remaining
stationary. If, therefore, the terminal previously
marked on the G bank is connected to terminals on
onc of the GA banks corresponding to circuits in the
auxiliary numbers allotted for the extra P.B.X.
lines, T has a fresh possible operate circuit as the
X or Z wipers are passing over auxiliary lines. If
all these are engaged or if none are allotted to the
cxchange number previously dialled, the selector
will drive to contact 51 or the V or Z bank and bring
about busy conditions.

As night service lines must be allotted numbers in
the exchange numbering scheme, it is necessary to
strap the P-wire of the auxiliary line concerned to
the P-wire of the Directory number to provide access
to the night line under day service conditions.

Graded Line Finder Scheme.

As is now standard practice, a line finder scheme
is employed and the partial secondary method has
been adopted. Another interesting line finder
scheme is available and is illustrated in Fig. 8.

A number of 200-point uniselectors up to a
maximum of 48 is provided for each group of 200
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F16. 8.—ScueMATIC OF GRADED LINE FINDER,
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subscribers’ lines. Each group of line finders is
served by a number of allotters. Should there be 24
or less line finders in each group of 200 subscribers,
one sct of allotters may serve 4oo subscribers.  With
a reduced number of line finders the allotters may
serve up to 8oo subscribers. In the figure, an
allotter is shown controlled by a start circuit avail-
able to 400 subscribers in two sets of four scctions
of 50 (W, X, Y, Z).

On receipt of a start signal from any onc of the
eight sections of subscribers, the allotter drives in
search of a line finder tied to a frce 1st sclector.
The allotter is a 50-point homing switch, and is only
allowed to search over the linc finders in the correct
A or B group, as indicated by the start circuit.
\When a line finder is found, it is driven to find the
calling subscriber’s line and the allotter is freed.

The use of fast homing uniselectors as allotters
cnables the line finders to be graded and the allotter,
in effect, searches over trunks to 1st selectors in a
similar manner to the familiar subscriber’s uniselcc-
tor in the Strowger system, and thus a number of
1st selectors may be common to line finders in many
groups. To avoid unnecessary travel of the allotter,
it is arranged that if an allotter has to pass ungraded
outlets on its return to normal, it tests the start lead
to see if another call has been originated and if this
is the case the allotter takes up the call. Should all
line finders in any group be engaged, the allotter
malkes a second search after a brief pause.

Director Arrangements.

In general, apart from the usc of the high speed
uniselector, the trunking arrangements on this
system follow Post Office standard practice. Direc-
tors and coders are employed in the normal way and
the coders are actually of P.O. standard pattern.
In the director circuit, Messrs. Siemens employ a
16-level motor uniselector as a ‘* BC '’ switch and
cach director can handle 100 exchanges. For this
reason, the common control of the 1st code selector
receives the ‘“ A digit on its digit switch and
causes a director hunter to hunt for a director (Fig.
9). As the same director may be seized for a pair
of ““ A digits, a discriminating signal is passed
forward to the director from the 1st code control.
In the case of ““ O’ level calls, the position of the
digit switch causes the 1st code selector to search
for a manual board circuit at once.

On reccipt of the first routing train from the
director, the digit switch in the 1st Code control is
stepped to a position marking the correct group of
outlets on the selector banks. The director pulsing-
out circuit is extended stage by stage and at the end
of sending the director releases the 1st Code con-
trol. Should an outgoing junction call be originated,
it is arranged that the transmission element of the
junction relay-set is not inserted until the director
releases. This saves needless impulse repetition.

The director itself varies from standard in that
the ‘“* BC ”’ switch is not stepped, but searches for
the exchange code marked as a result of the reccipt
of the *“ B’ and ‘“ C '’ digits by the sender and

control switches respectively. Twelve wipers of the
““ BC "’ switch are available for translation and,
providing that the combined translations for any two
exchanges do not cxceed twelve, both exchanges
may be accommodated on the same position of the
BC switch bank. The sending control is suitably
arranged to test thc cxchange terminals in the
correct sequence. The sender switch is capable of
sending 15.impulses in any onc train.

Alternative routing is provided for and, owing to
the large number of translating wipers available on
the ‘“ BC "’ switch, the new translation necessary
for any exchange when the direct route is congested
is wired to exchange terminals following what would
have been the DC terminal on ordinary translations.

Other Features.
Interpolution of Transmission Bridge.

Instead of the transmission bridge being part of
a selector circuit, in the Siemens No. 17 system the
transmission and ringing feeds arc arranged in the
form of relay-sets which may he placed between
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Fic. 9.—SciemaTic 1ST CODE AND DIRECTOR.

successive selectors anywhere in the call. The relay-
sets require three incoming and four outgoing wires.
Normally while the call is being set up, the relay-
sets merely provide a straight-through circuit be-
tween the selectors concerned but, on receipt of
signal from the selector ahead, the transmission and
ringing feeds are placed in circuit and relays in the
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relay-set take over the hold of the connexion. The
arrangement may be briefly described with reference
to Fig. 10. Assuming the relay-set to be placed
between the first and second numerical selectors;
then normally the negative, positive, and private
wires form a three-wire through path. As is the
case in the Post Office standard system, each succes-

the calling junction. When the junction is found,
the distant director is allowed to send.

Incoming Trunk Circuits.

Thesce arc terminated on special relay-sets asso-
ciated with common-controlled first selectors. The
call is passed over the normal exchange routes, but

8 L"-"Z‘L—"fﬁ DDy

A
A
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e

F16. 10.—TRANSMISSION BRIDGE.

sive stage places an earth on the P-wire to hold the
H relays of the various selectors previously operated,
this earth also serving to short-circuit the H relay
of the relay-set. It is arranged that when the final
selector has found a free subscriber’s line, this earth
is removed and that the H relays on the P-wire hold
in series with the relay-set H relav, which now
operates.

Subsequent operations will be apparent from the
figure. Calling subscriber release is provided and
the object of the thermal relay is to provide a delay
period before the called subscriber is made a caller
in cases where the calling subscriber clears first.

Relay-sets are also provided on outgoing junctions
and in these cases the A relay is fed through ballast
resistances.

Excess Fee Metering.

Director control of metering is provided and a
special impulse train is absorbed by the outgoing
junction relay-set to prepare for subsequent meter-
ing. The maximum. number of meter pulses pro-
vided for is five.

Incoming Junctions.

In general, the designers of this system do not
use common control for incoming selectors. For
junctions from automatic exchanges in director
areas, a special form of common control is used for
the incoming selectors, as it is possible with such
junctions to restrain the distant director from send-
ing until the circuit is ready. Each junction termin-
ates on a selector and any selector when seized
causes a cyclic start to be energized and a control
circuit preselected by the cyclic start searches for

the circuit arrangements. prevent the ordinary trans-
mission feed from being cut into circuit. Should
the subscriber Le engaged and busy conditions be
reverted from the final common control, the operator
is enabled to signal the final control to cause the
final selector to step again to the subscriber’s line.
If the line is still engaged, the final selector does not
rotate to its last contact, but provides a bypass
circuit through its control to enable the call to be
offered. If the call is accepted and the subscriber
clears, the operator receives a clearing signal and
may ring over the circuit. The control is then re-
leased and the connexion established.

If the wanted subscriber is already engaged on a
trunk call, it is arranged that a special tone is
reverted should an attempt be made to offer a second
trunk call. Arrangements may also be made to
vary the tone received, depending upon the type of
trunk call on which the subscriber is engaged.

Rack Arrangements.

As no exchange has yet been completely equipped
with Siemens No. 17 apparatus, no photographs of
fully-equipped racks are available. The capacity of
a standard single-sided rack is given as 80 selectors
and 10 common control relay-sets.

In conclusion, the authors wish to express. their
thanks to Messrs. Siemens Bros. and Co., of Wool-
wich, for the loan of photographic blocks and for
their courtesy in supplying information on their
system.

References:

‘“ Recent Developments in Automatic Telephone
Systems,”” by H. E. Humpbhries.
Siemens Engineering Society Publication,
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limited, particularly at bends, and the introduction
of 27-inch positions as standard practice met both
engineering and trathic objections. The problem of
constructing a new one-position section to accom-
modate standard keyshelves 27 ins. x 18 ins. and at
the same time permit the use of No. 10 type jacks
with a minimum loss of space in the multiple field
has been solved by the introduction of the section
shown typically in Figs. 6 and 7. By means of
multiple drillings on the scction details, the neces-
sity for stocking a multiplicity of types of section has
been eliminated, and the standard section can be
supplied as any of the four types A, B, C, or D, and,
moreover, in the cvent of recovery and re-use, can
be readily converted from one type to another by
changing the position of the stile bars and, when
necessary, fitting an additional stile bar, t.e., when
the conversion of a B section to an A or C section
is required. A typical front view of the three
sections A, B, and C is shown in Fig. 6, whilst the
cross-section and the D section are shown in Fig. 7.

D_SECTION

suite) were equipped with book racks and docket
distributors. Three-compartment pigeon holes and
two-compartment docket distributors on alternate
panels will now be provided on these positions.

Application of the New Sections.

To avoid any misapprehension as to the applica-
tion of the new one-position section, it may be useful
to point out the general principles to be followed.
D sections are to be used exclusively for bends. The
two panels are placed centrally in the section so that
half of the lost space of 23} inches is at each end of
the section, but, as all angle sections will be
cquipped with outgoing and answering multiples,
the gaps will be negligible from the point of view
of stretch. To eliminate this loss when A or C
sections are used, end panels. and cable turning
sections will be equipped with stile bars and casings
to complete the panel space when necessary. It will
be seen from Fig. 9 that this loss will only arise in
certain cases, where the number of positions between

TYPICAL '8 SECTION
SHOWING END PANEL

IEND PANEL |
lWiTH sTILE
ASING.

I i

I [

r—
o TF ] T ? l |
CHAIN SUPPORT 3
FoR caBLE Pms|| T
o m—o
TYPKAL CABLING * "

] |l

Fi16. 7.—ConsTRUCTION OF SEkcTION, D SEcTION, AND END PANEL.

Standard Kevshelf for Trunk Exchanges orv duto-
manual Switchhoards,

Fig. 8 shows the kceyshelf lav-out, and it will be
observed that there is little or no spare space. An
additional new featurc has been introduced on this
keyshelf in respect of Enquiry Positions (en suite).
A special card trough, for accommodating ‘* Infor-
mation '’ cards, can be fitted in place of eight of the
ordinary keys. The conversion of positions to or
from Enquiry positions can be readily accomplished
by recovering the keys and fitting the card trough
or wice wversa. Formerly, Enquiry positions (en

two bends exceeds a multiple of three by one or two
positions. In the latter case, care is required to
ensure that the two one-position sections are placed
one at each end of the straight line of boards and
not together at one end, which would place a B
section with a gap of 7 ins. adjacent to an angle
scction.  With the standard arrangement of a C
section at one end and an A section at the other,
there is a gap of approximately 3 inches at each end
of the straight line of boards. When a B section is
used at the end of a suite, the adjacent end-panel
cable turning section will be equipped with a set
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Burton-on-Trent Multi-Exchange Area: Transfer to
Automatic Working (Bypath System)

A. G. LvopaLL and J. H. RusskeL.

URTON-ON-TRENT Automatic Exchange
B and its two automatic satellite exchanges,

Swadlincote and Tutbury, were brought into
service on April 22nd, 1933. Bypath switching
cquipment is provided at each exchange; thus the
second portion of the experimental trial of this
system is now in operation, the first being at Advance
Exchange, London.!

shown in Iig. 1, 1s practically self-explanatory.
Coin-box lines are served by a separate group of 1st
line finders and share the regular 1st Paths and By-
paths, discrimination in access to a separate group of
O-level lines being effected in the Bypath by a signal
sent forward »zia an additional wiper of the coin-box
1st line finders. The incoming junctions from the
satellite exchanges have access to the Burton sub-
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Fic. 1.—TRUNKING DiaGrAM,

The  cquipment provides equivalent standard
arrangements as required by the British Post Office
in a Multi-exchange Non-director Area, and, in
addition, several new facilities. These are :—['runk
train for incoming Trunk calls. Assisted Service
scheme; RBusy subscribers Recorder; Combined
automatic Dial speed tester and IFaultsmen’s ring
back; Intermixing of P.B.X. groups and lines on all
Final Selectors.?

The trunking diagram of the main exchange,

1 P.O.E.E. Journal (Vol. 26, Part 1; Vol. 24, Part 3).
2 Ibid.

o6 & s ME D19/ Speed test NUMBERING SCHEME
9% @ s 2L RAT Burton 2000-3699
° Tutbury 6/00-6299
Swaolincole 7/00- 7599
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92 :/o ME Service PBX

esll -
o @y HEEQUTy S ASSISE Service
o epl2l - v

BURTON AUTOMATIC I XCHANGE.

scribers’ znd finders and therefore the 1st Paths and
Bypaths and associated outlets.

Level 8 is allocated to dialling-out exchanges, but
only one manual exchange, Barton, is within the
multi-exchange area and the code 82 applies. Level
8 2nd path switches are not provided, however, the
second digit being absorbed in the outgoing relay-
set.

Level g 2nd Paths and Bypaths are arranged in
one group, common to both M.E. and D.I. traffic;
the choice of outlets being dependent upon the first
stage through which the call passes.

The Trunk train consists of separate i1st and
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positive and negative wires via the 1st Stage Bypath
to the 2nd Stage Bypath. After the R1 switch of
the latter finds the outlet from the 1st Stage marked
via the 1st Path S switch, the 1st Stage Bypath is
released.

It can be seen, therefore, that the 1st Bypath has
two major functions, (a) to control the line finding
operations, (b) to receive a digit and select an outlet
to the necxt stage.

Subscquent sclecting stages, i.e., the Penultimate
and Final stages have only to perform the second
function; thcrefore, the Bypaths of these stages
comprisc an Rr1 and Rz switch only and the Paths
comprise an ‘‘ S’ Switch only. From 8 to 10
Paths are under the control of one such Bypath.

Owutlet selection.

When the Rz switch hunts for a free outlet to the
next stage, it seeks a free Path and Bypath indicated
over a single tcst wire by a battery potential from a
disengaged bypath wia the normal contacts of the
path switching relay.

Fig. 3 is a schematic diagram of this feature.

Srféfches

Test wire P,
D= [
I 't S|
) Test wire Qypami
v

Fic. 3.—OurtLET TESTING PRINCIPLE.

The various outlets in each digit group are cabled
to a number of different Bypaths at the next stage.
This arrangement is. essential, as during the timc
that a Bypath is in use, its ‘‘ test '’ battery potential
is disconnected. The associated disengaged Paths,
therefore, are artificially ‘* busied,’’ and if one group
of Paths provided outlets from the same S switch
multiple, a high percentage of ‘“ busy '’ calls would
result, due to one call engaging several outlets from
the one switch.

Marking.

To drive the Rz (outlet selecting) switch to the
beginning of the digit group indicated by the
position of Rr (digit receiving) switch, and also to
associate the S (path conversational) switch with the
outlet selected by the Rz switch, ‘“ Marking ’’ banks
are used on each of the three mentioned switches.

Fig. 4 shows the arrangement of the marking
multiple. Relay M controls the stepping of both
Rz and S switches. When Rz is positioned, so that
a free outlet in the required group marked by Rr1 is
chosen, a relay H in the bypath operates, and M
then controls the S switch which steps to the outlet
marked by Ra.

Partner Bypaths.

The bypaths are arranged in pairs, so that if one
is withdrawn from service its partner may take over
control of both groups of paths.

To achieve this, it is necessary that the marking
multiple should be common to both bypaths. An M
relay controls the stepping of switches and to pre-
vent an M relay switching to a contact marked by
the partner bypath, the battery and earth connexions
for the M relays in the two bypaths are interchanged.
In the one case the M relays requires an earth-
marking for completion of its circuit, whilst in the
other case a battery-marking is necessary. This
ensures that an M relay operates only to its own
bypath marking.

The Final Stage Circuit.

The Final bypath receives two digits, the tens on
the Ri and the units on the Rz switch. The Rz
switch has no connexion to the subscribers’ line
circuits, but *‘ marks’’ the position particular to
the line 1equired. The bypath has control of two
groups of final paths, cach scrving one hundred sub-
scribers in consecutive ‘‘ hundreds,’’ that is, odd
and even, but the bypath does not require to have
direct access. to 200 lines since the choice of the
hundreds group is made via the path. If subscriber
3,251 1s dialled, the penultimate stage seizes a final
path in the 3,200 group, and the bypath marks line
51 on the path switch. If 3,351 is dialled, a by-
path also marks line 51, but in this case a path
in the 3,300 group has been seized by the penultimate
stage.

Up to this point, the bypath is indifferent as to
whether the ‘‘ two >’ or ‘‘ three '’ hundreds group
has been dialled, and the usual pair of MK banks
only is required on Rz, i.e., 50 contacts each bank.

In the case of P.B.X. working, however, this
would require the grouping of P.B.X. lines to be
exactly the same in both final path groups. To
avoid this, four banks are required on Rz for P.B.X.
discrimination, two for cach group. Ri1 switch pro-
vides the means for discriminating between these
two pairs of banks. If it is resting on a path (say
in the odd hundreds group) it provides access to the

=
100-Wire
To |other 4
M&;ﬂ {m[c/}js M Bank ) Harind
Ry I

P
Digit Marking
Wires.

Fic. 4.—ScueMaric DiagraM OF ‘‘ MARKING '’ PRINCIPLE.
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odd hundreds pair of P.B.X. discriminating banks,
and vice versa.

It should be noted that Rz is a 31-point switch,
and has to indicate to two groups of paths (each
serving a hundred subscribers) the relevant marked
number. For this reason two marking banks are
provided, each bank having 50 marking wires to the
path switches.

The Rz switch tests via C bank for the marking
from the T bank of Rri. Rz marks the outlet
chosen wvia its M1 or Mz banks to the M bank of the
path switch.

The tens digit marking contact on R1 T1 bank
are strapped in pairs so that whether the subscriber’s
tens number is 3 or 4, for instance, the same wire
to the Rz C bank will be marked. A relay is joined
to the even digit contacts on R1 and provides the
discrimination between the two subscribers marking
banks on Rz and between the two sets of P.B.X.
indication banks. The marking contacts for the
tens digit on Rz C bank are each ten steps apart, and
because Rz has later to step to the units digit, these
contacts precede by one the first line of the dialled
tens group. The Rz switch does not step off its
home contact if the digit 1 or 2 is dialled. When
any other digit is dialled, the Rz switch steps to a
position corresponding to the last contact of the pre-
ceding tens group, this contact being marked from
the T1 bank of Ri.

Fig. 5 illustrates this arrangement.

Trunk exchange whose junctions terminate on
Trunk Train 1st digit switches, have their junctions
terminated on the banks of Line Finders.

The Path circuit of this 1st Stage served by
Junction Line Finders includes a repeating coil
transmission bridge and provides for battery dialling
and repeated impulsing. The Penultimate Stage
Paths are therefore without a transmission bridge,
but use the regular Penultimate Bypaths.

Line Finding for a calling junction is effected in a
similar manner as in a subscriber’s call.

Satellite Exchanges. Trunking arrangements.

At the satellite exchange the 1st Stage is distinct
from the main exchange 1st Stage, in that means
for discriminating are essential as in the standard
system.

Fig. 6(a) shows the discriminator
Fig. 6(b) completes the
Swadlincote exchange.

A discriminator is associated with every call made
by a satellite subscriber. When the start signal is
received from the line circuit, all discriminators drive
their group-finders in scarch of a free 1st line finder
having access to the calling subscriber. A free
1st line finder, when found, is driven in search of the
calling subscriber, (the unsuccessful discriminators
being stopped) and at the same time the successful
1st line finder is marked on the banks of the 2nd
finders. Start conditions are then applied by the

scheme and
trunking diagram for

Actual physical number of contact on R2 Switch Banks M1 and Mo2.

Home.
X. 1. 2. 3. 4. 5 6. 7. 8. 9.10. 11.—19. 20. 21.—2Q. 30. 31.—39. 40. 41.—49. 50.
Numbering of Subscribers’ lines on contacts of Rz Switch.
Bank.
Odd Tens. X. I1. 12, 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 10. 31.—39. 30. §1.—59. 50. 71.—%79. 70. 91.—Q99. gO. M1
Even Tens. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 20. 41.—49. 40. 61 —69. 60. 81.—8q. 80. o1.—09g. o0. M2
The *‘ Tens *’ digit marking wires from R1 Switch T1 Bank are
wired to contacts on Rz Switch C Bank as follows:—
Tens digit
Rt Switch.
1 and 2 to physical contact X.
3 and 4 " T 10.
sand 6 ,, " s 20.
7 and 8 ,, ' " 30
9 and o ,, " I 40.
F16. 5.—ARRANGEMENT OF CoNTACTS OF Rz Switcn, FinaL Stace.
—TT e T e -

Use of circuit as a zo0-outlet, Final Stage.

Final bypaths are arranged in partner pairs and
serve two groups of paths having access to sub-
scribers in two separate hundreds groups. The
path is preselected by a Penultimate bypath and, as
all paths served by any bypath have a common
marking multiple irrespective of the hundreds group
they serve, the Final bypaths merely have to set a
path switch in accordance with the tens and units
digit after finding the marked path in the correct

hundreds group.
Manual Exchanges. Dialling-in 1st Stage.

Dialling-in exchanges, other than Birmingham

discriminator to the relay-sets having access to
junctions to the main exchange auto equipment.

The idle main exchange relay-sets drive their 2nd
finders towards the position marked by the dis-
criminator. The subscriber is then extended wia
the successful main exchange relay-set to a first
stage at the main exchange, from which dial tone
is given.

The train of impulses representing the 1st digit
is received in the main exchange relay-set, being
repeated to the discriminator and the first stage at
the main exchange. The 1st digit indicates to the
discriminator whether the call is local, via the main
exchange, or via the manual switchboard.
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F16. 6.—SATELLITE ExciaNGE; DISCRIMINATION AND
TRUNKING ScHEME.

If the call is to the main exchange the dis-
criminator releases and leaves the call under control
of the main exchange relay-set.

If the call is local, the discriminator releases the
main exchange relay-set and junction, etc.; start
conditions are applied to the local penultimate stage
which drive their idle 2nd finders in search of the
1st line finder marked by the discriminator. This
search takes place during the inter-digit pause, and
when the marked 1st line finder has been found by
a penultimate stage, the discriminator releases. To

reduce the finding time of the penultimate 2nd
finders, the switches are normally evenly spaced on
the banks by means of ‘‘ ghost ’’ home positions.
Every switch in use leaves a ‘‘ ghost ’’ position
vacant, and at the termination of the call, the
released switch drives and stops at the first free
‘“ ghost ”’ position encountered, where it awaits the
next call. This ensures connexion during the inter-
digit pause, as the number of steps taken by a switch
to the marked position is thereby reduced to a
minimum.

Should the call be intended for the manual switch-
board, the discriminator releases the main exchange
relay-set and applies start conditions to the o-level
relay-sets which drive their 2nd finders in search of
the marked line finder. The O-level relay-sets pro-
vide connexion with high-grade junctions to the
manual switchboard at the main exchange, and
when an O-level 2nd finder has found the marked
1st line finder the discriminator is released, and the
successful relay-set extends the calling subscriber
to the manual switchboard.

When all junctions to the main exchange are
engaged, the discriminator supplies dial tone and
receives the 1st digit dialled. Should the call prove
to be 2ia the main exchange, busy tone is returned
to the subscriber. Otherwise the call will proceed
normally.

Similar conditions obtain when other routes are
engaged.

Telegraph and Telephone Plant in the United Kingdom.

TELEPHONES AND WIRE MILEAGES. THE PROPERTY OF AND MAINTAINED BY
THE POST OFFICE IN EACH ENGINEERING DISTRICT AS AT 3otru SEPT., 1933.
Teicghgies ‘ Overhead Wire Mileages. ‘ ) ] w Underground Wire Mileages.
owned and '_. O i Engineering S . —
maintained ‘ ' District. ‘
by the Telegraph. Trunk. Exchanget Spare. i Telegraph. Trunk. | Exchanget Spare.
Post Office. ‘ 1 ‘ \
[ | _ b e l o
798,611 597 8,659 ‘ 44,190 3117 | London 39,799 192,664 | 3,575,324 156,111
96,943 2,012 19,205 44,793 5277  S. Eastern ! 4,354 ’ 50,842 349,436 44,536
112,168 3,852 36,521 69,066 5,260 | S. Western 25,254 | 30,586 | 284,179 | 63,425
77,052 4,564 40,921 66,826 8,666 Eastern | 16,976 \ 58,292 161,112 ‘ 56,474
122,767 7:521 50,056 | 54.328 7,945 | N. Midland | 21,311 | 148,795 | 330,171 ‘ 129,571
98,411 3,966 31,440 63,302 4,019 | S. Midland : 17,410 58.835 | 303,972 ‘ 70,525
67,730 3,013 30,708 54,374 6,219 | S. Wales | 6,594 49,838 ;165,330 ‘ 43,595
134,043 6,093 30,636 56,937 5,727 | N. Wales | 13,637 72,271 | 442,005 116,783
178,359 1,016 11,359 | 25,741 6,459 | S. Lancs. 11,878 118,920 | 631,406 80,483
113,264 5,304 | 28,602 37,776 8,107 | N. Eastern ‘ 12,968 82,570 | 337,463 ‘ 64,874
75,033 3,479 22,108 | 26,327 6,344 . N. Western 4,956 48,976 249,501 | 53,115
57,758 1,980 16,029 21,882 ‘ 5,358 | Northern 3,752 42,764 | 188,588 ‘ 39,470
28,301 3,248 11,239 11,835 990 ' Ireland N. | [33¢ 4,858 69,758 5,746
82,381 4,576 32,430 40,004 ‘ 3,101 Scotland E. “ 5,104 44,380 . 178,185 35,534
103,805 5429 23,128 31,807 | 3,088 ' Scotland W'! 8,921 46,495 | 264,602 37,810
. _ U U —
- o |
2,146,626 56,650 393,041 649,188 ’ 79,767 i Totals. ‘ 193,425 1,060,086 | 7,531,122 998,052,
e e — o
) . i :
Figures as at |
2,129,840 57,666 395,022 641,096 75,508 ‘\30 Tune, 1933| 221,147 “ 1,041,210 | 7,467,875 986,740
‘ [ :

t Includes low gauge spares (i.e., wires of 20 1b. or less in cables and 40 1b

. bronze on overhead routes).
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where a,=x,_,, —
and m=pn+s

x'/nv*(v—])n_*-tu (VZI' 2.. >

(1 <s<n

This formula is obtained by considering the
(m—n)h, (ne—2n)h . .| calls in succession and apply-
ing (2) to cach. T'he argument is obvious so long
as the call in question is delayed. Supposc that r is
the smallest number such that the (m —2n)® call is
not delaved. Then the 1st of the yn calls preceding
this must have originated at least 1t, previously,

)

ie.,—
Km—rn = Non=(r+yyn + 1’tu
riv
and S A, =Np—(rtyn— Nopopn - 1’t‘, S o
r1

u
This shows that the contributions to = a, by
=1

calls prior to the earliest of the (m —n)™, (m —2n)h |
calls belongmg to the batch of delayed calls umlu
consideration, is at most zero, and justifies the final
statement formula (3), for 7.

The probability  in which we are interested is

which is given when p,(t) has been determined.

The problem is now reduced to the purclv mathe-
matical one of cvaluating the serics of integrals in
formula (1) subject to the conditions implied by (3).
The investigation will not be considered here. 1t is
described in detail in the article M.Z. Il and leads
to the formula (31) appearing on p. 737 of that

article. 1t should be noted that the expression in-
Nt,
volves 5= T I'his is the occupancv of the

group; it is here denoted by . An extension to the
case of variable holding times nced not concern us,
as the formula obtained do not lend themsclves to
practical application.®

In obtaining the practical formule of the next
section'?, Pollaczek distinguishes threc cases. From
our point of view the first casc, in which a <1, is
bv far the most 1mportant It leads to the formula
(47) in which P(<t) is expressed as a term in-
dependent of N added to another of order 7:1 . In
other words the first term becomcs increasinglv
accurate as N increases, and we may sav that it is
the limiting value of P(<{t) as N —oxc.

Now this condition involves us in an infinite busy
hour in which the finite traffic density na is con-
tributed by an infinite number of subscribers (since
it is independent of the number of calls in progress).
This is preciscly the condition of statistic equilibrium,
assumed as the basns for the formulae obtamed in

8 M.Z. 11 (1a), p. 734.

9 M.Z. II, Sections 2 and 4. However a formula for the
single case of n = 1 is given for the average delay M in

T.F.T. (32), p. 188.
10 M.Z. II; Section 3, p. 739.

the author’s article.’t  The identity of the resulting
formulie which had been partially noticed by the
author’ is therefore perfectlv consistent, and pro-
vides a valuable check on the accuracy of the two
investigations.

Pollaczek’s practical deductions from his formula
(47) and the corresponding one for the average
delay, are most conciscly sct forth in his T.F.T.
article. Hcre formula (14) for the average delay M
is identical with the author’s (24); formule (19),
(21) are respectivelv identical with the author’s (17),
(32) for P(<<Ct) in the special case of n = 1;
formula (27) for (P = o) is identical with the author’s
(ro). Pollaczek gives somc additional formulae for
P(=o0) and M which we shall consider later. But
for P(<t) in the general casc he contents himself
with (18) which is identical with (47) mentioned
above. IFrom it, the author’s (17) may be deduced
by an extension of the mcthod used by Pollaczek?!®
in the case of n = 1, and (19) lollows by the method
described in Appendix [.*

The remaining cases distinguished by Pollaczek in
obtaining his asvmptotic formule'®* mav be dis-
cussed together. Thev correspond respectively to
o approximately equal to 1 and a>1. ‘The result-
ing formulw are to be interpreted as approximations
applving when N is large but finite. In each case
there would be an indefinite pile up of the calls if
an infinite number were under consideration. If wec
consider N finite, the inappropriateness of Pollaczek’s
assumption as applied to telephone traflic becomes
apparent. His theorv would applv to the case in
which an attendant was present who only allowed N
calls to pass during each busy hour. But this con-
dition is ncver realized in practice. The maximum
possible number of calls per busy hour, which would
be the number resulting from each subscriber using
his instrument continuously, is certainly much
greater than what Pollaczek would use for N; more-
over the calls do not satisfy Pollaczek’s independence
condition, for those originated bv the same sub-
scriber must occur successively and cannot overlap
with one another. Dollaczek’s N rather corresponds
with the average number of call originations per
busv hour. Now the busy hour is usually long
enough for this number not to varv very much.
The formule are thus valuable as approximations,
particularly since thev are the only ones available
for these cases.

It should be noted that in the o < 1 case, where
we can take N inﬁnite, our assumptions are much
less drastic, and in fact mayv be summed up in the
statement that we arc dealing with an infinitelv long
period during which the traffic density--—-contributed
by an infinitc number of subscribers—is constant.
The lack of independence of calls from the same
subscribers now becomes a negllglble consideration,

11 C.D.C. 1st paragraph of Section (2), p. 41.

12 C.D.C. Footnote 4.

13 M.Z. TI, Section 5, bottom of p. 747.

14 C.D.C. Appendix 1, p. 49.

15 T.F.T. Formula (10), (11), (16), (23). ‘25) and (26).
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for each subscriber contributes only an infinitesimal
portion of the traffic.

We have next to consider some mathematical
simplifications of the original formule, effected by
Pollaczek. The most important of these are two
remarkable serics expressions, involving only n and
a, for P(=0) and M respectively. They may be
derived from the formule for these quantities
mentioned above, which were obtained both by
Pollaczek and the author. ‘The manner of deriva-
tion is given in the Appendixes to the present
article.

The formulae in question, stated in their most
convenient forms, are as follow :—

log [P( 2—e = E /l! ............ (5)

'

and M= E ey E 1,1“' E(w" (6)

p=wn+1

w=1 p=wn
where y = an is the traffic density.

Their importance rests on the fact that they do
not involve the A’s or the a’s which respectively
appeared in the corresponding original formulae for
P(=o0) and M. The A’s are complex numbers,
while the a’s are functions of the A’s. The com-
putation of both sets of quantities, described in
Section (10) of the author’s previous article, is a
tedious matter. The derivation of the a’s is par-
ticularly laborious when n is at all large. The
above simple formule consist of series of Poisson
probabilities, for which extensive tables exist; in
most practical cases they converge quite rapidly.
They were, no doubt, used by Pollaczek in obtaining
his numerical results.’” The author has found
formula (s5) useful in his P(>>t) work described in
the next section. He would use formula (6) if he
required the average delay in any case not evaluated
by Pollaczek.

In T.F.T. formula (20), Pollaczek states, for the
case of n = 1, the complete expression to which the
Erlang asymptotic formula for P(> 1), derived by
the author,'® is an approximation. An analogous
expression holds for n> 1. It has not been used
by the author, although the simple Erlang formula
has been found very useful. Pollaczek gives other
asymptotic formule for P(>o0), M, and P(>1t)
applicable for large values of n.!* One of these,
namely,

16 T.F.T. formule (29) and (13) respectively. The Pollaczek
statements differ slightly from the above, but the
equivalence is easily estublished.

17 EN.T. I, Figs. 1, 2, 5a and 6, T.F.T., Figs. 1 and 3.
cover the same ground as E.N.T. Figs.; Fig. 2 is new.

18 C.D.C. Appendix 2, Formula (32).

19 T.F.T. Formula (30h), (15), (31) constitute the simple set.
A more elaborate set applicable for a wider range of o
are summarized in E.N.T. II formule (11) and (12).
Numerical values of the functions involved are given in
Figs. 3 and 4. Figs. 7 and 8 give some idea of the range
of accuracy.

1 ael-a n
i (7)
N 2wn
1s worth quoting as it is very easy to evaluate, and
is often a fair approximation, applicable when only
a rough result is required.?® But the author did not
find either this or the other formulae mentioned
suffictently accurate for the cases up to n = 20 for
which he carried out the computation described in
the next section. (See Fig. I).

P(>o0)=1-P(=0)=

(3) MerHoDps oF ComPUTING P(>1t) FOR Various
VALUES OF n, a, AND t.

The author has carried out a computation of
P(>1) for the cases n = 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10 and 20,
and « at intervals of o.1 between o.1 and 0.8, only
occupancies making P(>o0)>.ocoo1 being con-
sidered. (See Figs. 2-8 inclusive). The results of
Erlang,?!, Fry,*?, and Pollaczek®® for n = 1 were
collected and some additional low occupancies and
large values of ¢ computed to complete the collec-
tion. Low occupancies for n = 2 were also dealt
with.

For most of the cases, the author’s formula (19)
used as described in the latter part of his section
(10)?* was found to be most convenient. As regards
the determination of the a’s : in the cases of n = 2
and 3, these were read from a table given by
Erlang?s; for greater values of n an approximate
device was used which it is believed can introduce
very little error. This is a refinement of the sugges-
tion made in the author’s previous article—namely,
of taking the a’s equal to 1 (this was found to be
too inaccurate except for the lower occupancies).
[t consists in the use of the a’s appropriate to an
Exponential Distribution of holding times. These
are given immediately as

20 It is interesting to note that this is the limiting form as
n — oo of the well known Molina lost calls formula:
x 14
Sy . .
=2 ,iey. 1e result is a consistent one, for when
. y. Tt It tent fi t
r=n :
the switch quantities are large, the probable delays are
small fractions of the holding time, and the call distribu-
tion does not differ much from that involved in a system
with unlimited switch quantities.

%)

! Annales des Postes Telegraphes et Telephones. July, 1922.
Table IV, p. 808. Tuble V corresponding to n = 2 was
used for checking the author’s arithmetic.

22 Table IX of an unpublished memo. referred to in C.D.C.
footnote 2, gives P( > t) very accurately for a at intervals
of .or, but only for integral values of t.

2 T.F.T. Fig. 2.

©w

4 C.D.C., p. 48. It may be well to draw attention to an
unfortunate error in the statement of the formula in the
middle of the 2nd column of this page. The expression
inside the square bracket should read : —

[{__4(:-7)}'9—_7' s e—4(1-1) + {atz—n) b= + ... ]

19—v! 29—v!

There are other errors and misprints, rather too numerous

to set forth here. It is hoped that they will not prove

misleading.

25 ¢ Revue Generale de I’Electricite ’' : 21st Aug., 1926, p. 277.
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10, « = 0.8 extremely laborious. For the former,
and for other cases when n is small, he actually
returned®® to the original Erlang formula for
P( < t) where the series involved are terminating
ones so that the convergence difficulty does not
arise. This formula suffers from the disadvantage
previously pointed out, that it consists of the sum
of nearly equal quantities of opposite sign, so that
much accuracy is lost in the final result. But this
is not a fatal objection if it is possible to carry out
the earlier stages of the calculation with increased
accuracy. And this is possible for a certain range
of t, thanks to some admirably accurate tables,
computed by Erlang, 3° giving the Poisson function
r

YX-,.— e”Y for negative values of Y.

n = 8, a = 0.8, the highest value of t which can
be dealt with by the help of these tables is t = 3.
For this and larger values of t, the asymptotic
formula becomes applicable, so that the complete
range of t can be covered. Of course, the a’s have
to be calculated to a corresponding accuracy, and
for this purpose the Exponential Distribution a's
given by formula (8) are useless. It is therefore
necessary to return to some such formula as (16) of
the author’s previous article. Here again tables of
Erlang, appearing in the article just cited, are
extremely useful.?*  These give the real and

In the case of

r

imaginary parts of for occupancies at intervals

of o.1. To make use of them, an alternative method
of evaluating the a’s is found to be preferable to
that detailed in the numerical section of the author’s
previous article.*?

This introduces the quantities
R,

n

N

HTIAT+/\n-r:2

SRR (14)
R,2+ 1,2
2

a

and  Ky=As « Apor= -

where R, and I, are the quantities tabulated by
Erlang in his respective tables (14) and (13), and

n
r< - .
2
When n s even, we need the additional quantity
R,
Hn— - (1411)
2 2 o

The formule being somewhat more complicated
when n is even than when n is odd, we shall describe

. on ,
the former case, putting — = n’.
2

29 C.D.C. formula (17), p. 45. Nete that there should be a
bar over the T—w in the factorial in the denominator.

w

® Annales des Postes Telegraphes and Telephones. July,
1925. Table 13 (a, b, ¢ and d).

31 ALP.T.T., July, 1925. Tables 14 and 15.
2 C.D.C. Formula (27), p. 48.

w
I

Then we have :—

w!
u, = S Hr
r=i
n! n’ -1
u,= X Hr - Hr,+ X Kr
ror,=1(r,%r) r=)
and in general
n!
u<<n'=x Hr, « Hr,.. . Hr .+
Pty =i L E )
r's=n'
p’s=n'—1
S Hr - Hr,...Hr,, - Kp
Pty e e tg—ge p=t(nF ot o Frg,F))
r's=n' -
*s=n'—1 { XJ)
+ X Hr, - Hr,... Hry— - Kp, « Kp, + ...
Tty s smg Pupa=t1(nF :t:rS_4$:p‘:t:p,)

ps=n’—1
+ = Kp,, Kp,... Kp;, when s is even
pupy - pe=1(pF P F - - - Fpg)
2 2
r,=n/
p's=n'—1

or + X HTI . ]\'/)J . sz. .. l\',)s":] N
2
nepePy s pe— =tnFeFEeFE - :tps—;)
L b
when s is odd

In the X terms only distinct combinations of the
H,’s are to appear in the summations; for instance,
of the identical terms H, H, and H, H, only one
will appear.

When n is odd, we use n' = (n — 1)/2 as the
upper limit in every case. For s > n', the modifica-
tion to the above general form is simply that terms
containing more than n' factors cannot appear.
Thus the first 3 and some of the subsequent ones
must be omitted.

In the case of n = 8, the total number of terms
requiring evaluation is about 54, excluding the
calculation of a,-, by formula (10) of the author’s
previous paper.®® Since this number increases
rapidly with n, we could scarcely deal with larger
values of n by this method.

We find that with a calculating machine and the
Erlang tables, we can calculate the a’s to 7 decimal
places, the 7th being slightly doubtful. For a=o0.8,
the worst case = 3 now leads to a loss of accuracy
of 3 significant figures, so that we get P(<t) to 4
significant figures. A further loss of 1 significant
figure is then involved in obtaining P(>t). In
spite of this, the result agreed with that given by
the asymptotic formula, (10) of the present article,
to within 0.5%.

In general it may be said that this method is suit-
able for the case of high occupancies and small
values of n. It should not be used when n is
greater than about 8.

33 C.D.C., p. 44.
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APPENDIX 1.
DerIvaTiON OF ForMULA (5) FOR LoG (P( = o) ).%

In formula (10) of the author’s previous article it
was established that

P(=0)= 16
(Zol= ony T on) (16)
where A, . .. A, are the n—1 roots of 1 —2"%YU™?
whose moduli < 1.
This is the starting point of the present investiga-
tion.
We have immediately

n—1

log [P(=o0)]=log (n—y - Elog (x=A)...(17)

r=t1

The sigma term on the right hand side suggests
the use of Cauchy’s Integral®® which states that

! 9'(2)

ZKiJCf(z) ° T(z')_ - dz=3r, - fla,) —Zs, - (b)),
where f(z) is analytic on and inside C and so is ¢(2)
cxcept at the poles at a finite number of points b, ...
of respective multiplicity s,,... The zeros of ¢ are
at a,, ...of respective multiplicity 7,, . . .

Taking
ey(e—1)

pz)=1- — - 2

o — [1—2". ey(l'Z)],

we note that 2 = A}, . .. An—, each gives us a zero
of multiplicity 1, while z = o gives us a pole of
multiplicity =,

Hence
n—1
1 ¢!
~ = |log (z—1)L- dz= log (Ar—1)—nlog (—1)
2w | ¢ ¢
r=1
n=—1
=(n-1)ai + 3 log (1-A,)—nai
r=1
n—1
=—al + 3 log (1-A,) ...... (18)
r=1
where C is the complete contour shown in the figure,
which excludes the singularity at z = 1, and also

the external zeros of ¢(z) (at r, etc.). The small
curve round the point 1 is a circle, radius p — o.
To simplify | log (z — 1) e
c 4

dz, we split it into

two parts :

(i) The integral along the large curve I' sur-
rounding the point 1.
(i1) The integral along the straight portions
length R — p, and the small circle.
For (i) we integrate by parts, obtaining :

34 For the method of this and the subsequent Appendix, the
author is again indebted to D. P. Dalzell.

35 Whittaker and Watson, Modern Analysis, 6.3, p. 119. The
integral is easily deduced from the fundamental residue
theorem.

T .Y g
o log (2—1) 0 dz =
r

217 [log (= 1) - log (p(2)}] -

i | s
T

The sequare brackets of the 1st term on the left
hand side indicate that the values of the expression
within have to be taken at the extremities of T,
that at arg z = o being subtracted from that at
arg z = 2m.

Now on I', 2=rei® where v > 1:

So log (z—-1)=log [(r cos 6 —1)+i 7 sin 6]

=log (#* — 2v cos 6+ 1)

1 " 19g¢ -dZ

. rsin
+itan™! ————
¥ cos 0—1

At 6 =0, ¥ cos 6>1 and we can take arg
[log (z—1)]=+o0

At 6 = some value f,, » cos 6§, = 1 and arg
m
[log (z—1)] = 5

As # increases from #, to 7, r cos A — 1 is —

’

and arg [log (z—1)] increases from ; to

For # > =, the expression under the tan~! becomes
+ again, and arg [log (z—1)] still increases.
Next at §=6," < 2w, we again have » cos 8,’ =1

and arg [log (z—1)] = %r

When 6> 6,', the expression under the tan™'
becomes — again, and arg [log (z—1)] still in-
creases.

Finally at 6 =2, we have arg [log (2 -1)] =2~.

We next treat log ¢(z) in a similar way.

We have log rp(z):log[r — —Ln- e¥z=1) 1

S

=log (1 — 7e i6) where <1
% log (1 —2r cos 6+7%)

—itan~! =

This time there can never be an infinity in the
expression under the tan™!, for 1> /7 cos 8/. So
arg [log ¢(2z)] returns to its initial valuc o as 6
changes from o to 27 round T".

Altogether then [log (z—1)-.log ¢(z)] =2m log
' T

#(14 R) and ‘I—Tr

J log (z-1) ds=log ¢(1+R)

2wl ) ¢
1 (lge
27 5—1 z
L

(i) We next consider the integrals along the
straight portions and the small circle.
Taking the two straight pieces together, we have

¢ "1+ R ,
f IOg (Z— I) N dz = —2m ’,_) dz
¢ Jo1+p q)

(for only the imaginary part of log (z—1) does not
cancel out)
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Subscribers’ Group Service.

H. O. Erris anp B. WincH.

ROBABLY one of the greatest difficulties ex-
p perienced by sales officers in canvassing for

subscribers is to convince the potential sub-
scriber that the benefits conferred by his use of a
telephone line will justify the rental of a direct line.
The use of party lines in which a number of sub-
scribers share line plant has been adopted, with cer-
tain restrictions regarding the relative geographical
position of subscriber and exchange, for many years
and has enabled a rental less than that of a direct
exchange line to be oftered to subscribers.

For party line working the subscribers’ lines are
teed across the exchange pair; hence, no secrecy is
given. In addition, code ringing is employed. The
disabilities of the arrangement from the service
point of view have been elaborated in the article
on Country Satellite Exchanges in the P.O.E.E.
Journal for July, 1933.

To overcome the disabilities of code ringing many
schemes have, from time to time, been evolved
necessitating various types of special apparatus
such as frequency generators and ringers at the Ex-
change or subscribers’ premises.

A scheme providing a service at a rental consider-
ably lower than that of a direct line but without the
disabilities of the old Party line arrangement has
been developed by the Department’s engineers and
will shortly be introduced to the public.

With the new scheme the subscribers are
arranged in groups, as shown in Fig 1; hence, the

4"]'/\
| _SPEAKING & CONTROL WIRES ,
|

|£XCHANG CONTROL POINT A"

SUBSCRIBERS’ STATIONS

Fic. 1.—GRroupP SERVICE.

scheme is known as ‘‘ Subscribers’ Group Service.”’
The lines from the main exchange terminate on a
small relay-set, situated at a point ‘“ A’ which is the
centre for a group of subscribers. Each subscriber
is provided with a pair of wires to this relay-set.
Line economics indicate that the subscriber’'s spurs
should not exceed one tenth of a mile, and this limit
has therefore been adopted. The operations of all
the relays in the relay-set at the control point A
are controlled over the exchange pairs, so that no
provision has to be made for a battery at this point.
This fact enables the relay-set, which is of small
dimensions, to be contained in a weather-proof box
capable of being mounted on a telegraph pole or in
a street pillar.

Each subscriber is given an individual number
which may be any number in the Exchange num-
bering scheme. For the purpose of catering for
originating trafhc in the C.B. case, one calling lamp

and answering jack common to all subscribers in a
group is provided, whilst for automatic working,
one subscriber’s line circuit supplies the necessary
outlet.

It will perhaps be of interest briefly to describe
the operation of the circuits for the main Automatic
and Manual cases.

Manual Exchanges.

For Manual Exchanges, the Central Battery Ex-
change case is taken as typical, and is shown in
Figs. 2 and 3. [t will be observed from Fig. 3, that
when the control point relays are normal, all the
subscribers in the group are connected in parallel to
the exchange speaking wires. When a subscriber
removes his receiver, relay L operates wvia this sub-
scriber’s loop, and lights the calling lamp. Relays
G and GG are also operated to provide engaged test
on all multiple numbers in the group. When the
operator answers, relay CO is operated from the
sleeve of the plug and operates relay CR which dis-
connects the L relay and earth from the B- and
A-wires respectively, and at the same time main-
tains relays G and GG operated. The operator
ascertains the calling subscriber’s requirements and
also his own number, say 1471. She then inserts
the answering plug of a second pair of cords into
the multiple jack of the calling subscriber, disregard-
ing the engaged test, and removes the first plug
from the common answering jack. The removal of
this plug releases relay CO, which allows relays G
and GG to release. It will be seen that when Gi
makes on release, a circuit for KA is completed
from battery on the sleeve of the plug. KA operates
to re-apply earth to relays G, GG, and CR. The
former two relays again apply engaged test to the
multiples. Relay CR is designed to hold, in virtue
of its slow-release slug, during this cycle of opera-
tion, so preventing relay L from re-operating and
causing the re-operation of relays G and GG before
relay KA has had time to operate.

Relay KA also applies negative potential to the C
controlling wire, and in virtue of the metal rectifiers
at the control point (Fig. 3) relay A operates. The
contacts of this relay are so arranged that all sub-
scribers, other than subscriber 1471, are discon-
nected from the speaking circuit, so that secrecy is
assured to the calling subscriber.

The operator completes the call to the re-
quired number in the usual manner. As the calling
subscriber is now directly connected to the cord cir-
cuit just as in the case of a direct exchange line
subscriber, normal cord circuit supervision is
obtained.

On a call incoming to, say, subscriber g321, the
operator completes by inserting a calling plug in
the multiple of this number, after making the usual
engaged test. Relay KE operates, followed by
relays CR, G, and GG. Engaged test is thus im-
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ControL UNIT.

mediately applied to the remaining multiple jacks
in the group. Contacts KE 4 and 5 connect nega-
tive potential frecm the normal exchange battery to
the C and D wires and relays A, C and CC are
operated at the control point. This action discon-

nects all subscribers, other than 9321, from the
speaking pair. When the ringing key is thrown,
therefore, ringing current is directed only to the

bell of subscriber g321 and normal supervision
obtains from this subscriber’s gravity switch.

On either incoming or outgoing calls, the relays
at both exchange and control points return to
normal when the operator withdraws her plug from
the multiple jack.

Automatic Exchanges.

The design involved in the case of Automatic Ex-
changes is necessarily more complicated than that
of the Manual counterp rt, as no operator’s service
is involved in controlling the Control Point equip-
ment and also automatic meter discrimination is
necessary.

As in the Manual case, the subscribers’ numbers
may be anywhere in the Exchange numbering
scheme. The P-wire connexion to each of these
multiple numbers is associated with discriminatory
control relays. As a higher voltage than in the
Manual case is available, it is possible to arrange
for six of these relays to control the eight discrimi-
nations. Thus relays KA and KG serve three sub-
scribers.  The restriction of the maximum contact

—O0—- 1---0

Fic. 3.—C.B. ManuaL ExcHaNnGE ; CONTROL
PoINT RELAY-SET.

units which can be accommodated on relays pre-
cludes the extension of this principle to the control
of more than three discriminations by two relays.

The diagram shown in Figs. 4 and § illustrates
the circuit suitable for use in Director Exchanges
equipped for multi-meeting. As a battery of 50
volts is used at Automatic Exchanges, and to sim-
plify tke circuit conditions to give meter discrimina-
tion, marginal relays are used at the control point
for selecting the required subscriber.

As may be expected, the circuits function rather
differently in respect of incoming and outgoing calls,
and the operations involved in switching through to
a line circuit of subscriber 4632 will be taken as
typical.

When the subscriber removes his receiver, a cir-
cuit is completed from earth at the control point,
coil of relay DD, subscriber’s spur and telephone,
DDz, CN1, HH3, etc., to battery via relay L on the
negative wire, Fig. 4. Relay L operates, and
operates relays G and GG which apply engaged con-
ditions to the P-wires of all multiples in the group.
Contact Lz operates relay B which, at B1, com-
pletes the circuit prepared by L1 to the line relay of
the common subscriber’s line circuit.

Relay DD, Fig. 5, commences to operate in series
with relay L and on the closure of contact 4 com-
pletes its operation from battery w»ia relays P and
Q. Relay DD, at DD3, disconnects the negative
wire from all subscribers’ spurs and, at DDz, con-
nects the negative spur of subscriber 4362 to the
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negative wire, and, at DD3, disconnects relay CN
from the positive wire. The resistance of the second
coil of relay DD is of such a valuc as to operate
only relay P at the Exchange end of the C wire,
while the resistance earth applied to the D wire via
contact DD6 operates both relays R and S. The
contacts of relays P, R, and S are arranged so that
the simultaneous operation of the three relays con-
nects the meter associated with subscriber 4632 to
the metering circuit.

Meanwhile, the complction of the earth connexion
to the negative wire of the subscriber’s common line
circuit »ia B and L opcrated, results in the seizing
of a first selector and conscquently the return of
earth on the P-wirc. This earth operates relay Z
via B2 which, at contact Z1, disconnects rclay L and
switches the negative of the speaking loop through
to the line circuit. It will be noticed that relays G
and GG are maintained by the earth on the P-wire.
Contact Z4 takes over the control of relay B, after
the release of L2. Contact Z6 operates relay BA,
the function of which will presently be considered.

The subscriber receives dialling tone from the 1st
selector and dials the required number in the usual
manner.

When metering conditions are returned from the
1st code selector, relay M responds to meter pulses
from the LExchange meter pulse machine. Relay
MA is operated via M2 to the Z pulse from the pulse
machine and is held operated for the duration of this
pulse, wia its own contact. Contact MA2 operates
relay X which, at X6, maintains the circuit for relay
Z.

The calling subscriber’s mcter is opcrated by the
closure of contact M1, the number of opcrations
being determined by the fec valuc of the call as in-
terpreted by the 1st code selector. Upon completion
of the metering cycle, rclay M is released, and MA
releases when the Z pulse terminates. Contact
MA3, on release, re-connects a circuit for the sub-
scriber’s meter via X3, while contact MA2 releases
X. Thus, during the release lag of relay X, thc
mcter is re-operated and an extra unit is recorded
on any typc of metered call.

Normal calling subscriber’s gravity switch con-
trol of the connexion is retained, and when the re-
ceiver 1s replaced the train of switches is relcased,
and the earth is rcmoved from the P-wire, thus re-
leasing relay Z. Relay Z, at contacts 2 and 3, dis-
connects the C and D wires, so releasing relays DD
at the control point, and P, R, and S at the Ex-
change end. Contact Z4 on release, releases relay
B, and at Z6 releases BA. The G and GG relays
maintain engaged conditions on the multiples until
BA has released. On the release of Z1 contact BA3
applies battery to the negative wire to charge the
subscriber’s condensers, so that, on BA3 releasing
to re-apply relay L to the line, the latter relay is not
flicked up by any condenser surge.

Incoming calls to the group are routed over
ordinary final selectors, which test the multiple of the
called line in the usual way. Thus, a final selector
testing to multiple No. 2745 would, providing no
other subscriber in a group was engaged on a call,
switch in to the coils of relays KA and KG in series,
and both these relays operate. Contacts KAg and
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Voice Frequency Signalling for Trunk Circuits

T. H. FLowers, B.Sc. (Eng.).

direct currents over long repeatered tele-

phone circuits are well known and the advan-
tages of using alternating current within the fre-
quency range efficiently transmitted by such circuits
have been recognized for some considerable time.
Generator (500/20) signalling has. been used exten-
sively on the trunk line system of this country, but
the facilities given by this method are very limited
and the need for a rapid signalling system giving
full supervision has long been fe't. The introduc-
tion of On-Demand working of trunk lines and the
growing tendency to repeater even short lines has
accentuated this need. The advantages of having
a signalling system which gives full automatic
supervision of calls, including dialling and keysend-
ing, are considerable; the revenue-earning capacity
of the lines is increased, chiefly because of quicker
clearing; tandem working, which facilitates alter-
native routing of calls, becomes much easier; and
operating time is saved by making overlapping
operations possible and, in the case of automatic
set-ups, tky reducing the number of operators re-
quired.

This article describes a voice-frequency signalling
system which has been developed with the object
of providing on long lines signalling as nearly as
possible the same as the d.c. signalling at present
given on junctions. It differs from junction signal-
ling only in minor respects, so that the operating
procedure in th: two cases is practically uniform,
with obvious advantages.

THE difficulties of signalling by means of

Principles.

The basic requirements m.y be regarded as two
signals to be given from each end of the circuit,
viz., calling and clearing signals from the calling
end, under the control of an operator, answering
and clearing signals to be given from the incoming
end of the circuit under the control of an operator
and of the called subscriber’s gravity switch. These
requirements are common to all circuits, and in-
volve apparatus being rermanently connected to
each end of the line. All other signals, e.g., dial-
ling and kevsending, can, in general, be most effi-
ciently provided by using common apparatus which
is associated with a particular line onlv so long as
it is required to fulfil its function. The simplest
way of meeting these requirements is to use A.C.
of one frequency to signal in one direction and of
another frequency to signal in the reverse direc-
tion. In the system about to be described, two fre-
quencies are used in this manner, the frequencies
being 600 and 750 p.p.s., usually referred to as Y
and X respectively. They are the same as the Y and
X frequencies uscd for keysending from A positions
and were in fact chosen so that the same generator
could be used for both purposes.

For purely manual working, the following proce-
dure has been adopted. When an operator origi-
nates a call, by inserting a plug into an outgoing
jack, an X frequency signal is sent forward, causing
the calling lamp to be lit and a Y frequency
signal to be returned. At the outgoing end
the receipt of the Y frequency signal causes
the X frequency to be cut off. The called end
answers by cutting off the Y frequency, which is re-
applied to give the clearing signal. The Y frequency
signals are controlled by the operator’s speaking key
and the called subscriber’s gravity switch. Clearing
from the outgoing end when the operator pulls out
the plug is accomplished by sending an X frequency
signal forward.  The circuit releases completely,
i.e., all relays release and all tones are cut-off from
the line, when the plugs at both ends have been
removed. This sequence of events has to be modi-
fied slightly when the call is to be set up automati-
cally, but the principles remain the same.

Echo suppressors on 4-wire lines are intended to
prevent transmission in both directions simulta-
neously. In order to be able to signal in both direc-
tions simultaneously, it will be necessary to make
the echo-suppressors ineffective at the signalling
frequencies.

The power which can be transmitted by a re-
peatered line is too small to operate a telephone-
type relay. Valve detectors, with relays in their
anode circuits, are therefore used in the V.F. re-
ceiver, which has two valve-relay circuits, one for
each of the frequencies used. One circuit responds
to X frequency signals, the other to Y frequency
signals : speech currents which may have com-
ponents at the signalling frequencies must be pre-
vented from actuating the signalling apparatus. Im-
munity from speech operation is attained in the
following manner. On the X side is a relay X
which by electrical tuning is made less sensitive to
A.C. at frequency Y than at other frequencies: it
will not operate with Y frequency signals, but will
operate readily with X frequency signals and with
speech currents, since the latter are in general of
complex wave-form and if a component at frequency
Y is present, to which the relay X does not readily
respond, components at other frequencies are
present to operate relay X. Relay X controls an-
other relay, P, which is operated when relay X is
in its normal position. In a similar manner on the
Y side is a relay Y which controls a relay Q and
which is made less sensitive to A.C. at frequency
X than at other frequencies. Relay Y therefore is
not operated by X frequency signals, but is readily
operated by Y frequency signals and by speech.
When Y frequency signals are being received, relay
Y operates and Q releases. Speech, operating and
releasing the X and Y relays approximately in
unison as the speech level rises and falls, is prevented
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from giving false signals by arranging that the
relays P and Q do not release when relays X and Y
are both operated or both released. As the X and
Y relays do not operate and release exactly in unison
with speech, the P and Q relays are made slow to
release, a delay of 350 milliseconds having been
found sufficient.

V.F. Receiver.

The circuit of the V.F. Receiver is given in Fig.
1. The X relay is in the anode circuit of a valve
rectifier employing the condenser feed-back type of
rectified reaction.’ Spot-type rectifiers are used as
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and inductance across the third winding of the
transformer are resonant at 750 p.p.s. Provision
is made for a simple bias adjustment of the valves
to control the sensitivity.

It is a property of the rectified reaction circuit
that once the anode current has been increased, by
its characteristic trigger action, to operate the anode
relay, it can be maintained sufficiently great to keep
the relay operated by a grid voltage much smaller
than was necessary to operate the relay in the first
place. This property is undesirable in the V.F.
receiver where a relay, having been operated by a
weak signal received from the distant end of a line,
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Fi1c. 1.—V.F. RECE1VER.

these give maximum sensitivity The valve is
biassed so that normally there is no anode current.
Alternating voltage of sufficient magnitude applied
between the grid and cathode of the valve causes
an increase of anode current sufficient to operate the
X relay. The grid circuit of the valve is coupled
to the line by means of a step-up transformer. The
valve-relay combination is made less sensitive at
frequency Y (6oo p.p.s.) than at other frequencies
by inserting two 3,000-ohm resistance in series with
the primary circuit of the transformer and connect-
ing in series with a third winding on the trans-
former a condenser and an inductance which
together are resonant at 6oo p.p.s. The small
current output of the valves employed necessitates
relay X having a relief, XX. The valve circuit
associated with relay Y is precisely the same as that
associated with relay X except that the condenser

1“P.O.E.E. Journal, Vol. 25, Part 3, October, 1932.

may have to release despite the presence of a strong
locally applied signal at another frequency. Also,
the back resistance of copper-oxide rectifiers,
particularly of the spot-type, is very variable with
temperature and with different samples. These two
points call for special care in the design of the
receiver.

The variableness of the back resistance of the
copper-oxide rectifier tends to make variable the
A.C. power level at which the anode relay operates
and releases. One method of ensuring constancy
would be to shunt the rectifier with a *‘ swamping "’
resistance small in comparison with the back resist-
ance of the rectifier, but this method involves a
reduction in sensitivity which cannot be tolerated.
Constancy of operating level can be obtained by
choosing values of feed back and grid condensers
which, with the back resistance of the rectifier,
make the decay of voltage on the grid condenser
very slow compared with the period of the lowest
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Pneumatic Ticket Tube System at G.P.O. (South)

J. E. McGrecor, A.C.G.I., AAM.L.E.E.

N view of the importance of the pneumatic tube
l systems installed in modern trunk telephone ex-

changes to deal with the call record tickets, the
following notes on the pneumatic ticket tube system
installed at the London ‘I'runk Exchange will prob-
ably be of interest as this installation, when
extended and completed, will be the largest in this
country. In these tubes no carriers are used, the
tickets being inserted directly into the tubes through
which they are carried by a current of air.

The original installation of tubes at this Exchange
—which consisted of rectangular tubes of smooth
bore, operated by means of Roots’ Blowers ** work-
ing through ’’ from the vacuum to the pressure
tubes—has been done away with during the re-
modelling of the exchange, together with the old
despatch valves on the vacuum tubes which required
two-handed operation and could only be installed on
a keyboard tube, and the old motor-operated double
roller discharge valves.

The new system consists of rectangular tubes with
a slightly ribbed surface to reduce friction, a new
design of despatch valve on the vacuum tubes suit-
able for single-handed operation on either keyboard
or panel, and improved despatch valves on the
pressure-operated tubes. A few motor-

varying between wide limits as was the case with
the original plant. The old type of ticket with a
folded arrow head has also been superseded by a
new ticket with a short sail formed by turning
up the back. The result of these alterations in
design has been to provide a tube system of very
high efticiency, whilst the new pattern of tube and
tickets have enabled considerable economies to be
made in the power required owing to lower degrees
of pressure and vacuum being required to transmit
the tickets as compared with the old system.

A satisfactory feature of the system now installed
is that whereas in the past the tubes and fittings all
had to be obtained from Germany, the whole of the
apparatus has been made in this country by Messrs.
Standard Telephones and Cables, Ltd., who have
carried out the installation, the tubing being made
by Messrs. Booth. At the beginning it was neces-
sary to obtain a few discharge terminals for the
vacuum-operated tubes from abroad, but as stated
above these have been replaced by the new standard
terminal which is being manufactured by Messrs.
Standard Telephones and Cables, Ltd.

A diagram of the complete system to be installed
1s given in Fig. 1. Actually it will be seen that

operated discharge terminals of the Mix laiiid Anwexe Bere Yaro Wine

and Genest double-chamber type were in- Inlend Demond Fest Infandt beloy farions | Inlend bemond Fosiens
stalled temporarily on the vacuum-operated || "] ¢ T _$_J‘
tubes, but these now have been replaced by - em— e — .l [ —
the discharge terminal designed for the i[5 moes 7 T !
Department by the Author (Patent 379544. f — | i :
Foreign Patents pending). It should be f il I/“m X
noted in passing that whilst all other Intand Oemard fiitions {
vacuum-operated ticket tube systems re- () 2l | '
quire hand operation or mechanical or ‘:mﬁ*j | E
electrical devices to discharge the ticket, in Vs reses L N E

N

this standard P.O. system the tickets are

4™ FLoor

freely discharged without any auxiliary
device and without any delay. This ter-
minal is constructed with a door hinged
about the centre line and so balanced
against the forces acting, e.g., vacuum,
atmosphere pressure, etc., that the impact
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Inlond Demand Positions
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of the ticket is sufficient to cause the door
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to be opened and the ticket to be discharged.
It thus becomes unnecessary to provide for
any mechanical or electrical means of form-

ing an air lock to enable the ticket to be [ssens
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= from POP to Poastions

- Poytions to POP

discharged against the vacuum in the tube,
and whilst the terminal has many advant-

2 FLoox |18 Tubes P
I

to Ticket Filing

ages over other types it is simple in con-
struction and cheap to install. The system
is operated by means of independent pres-
sure and vacuum turbine blowers so that
the degree of pressure or vacuum main-

Continental Fasitions | - -

 Tubes between POP 2
Ticket Filing Table

tained is practically constant, irrespective
of the number of tubes used, instead of

F1c. 1.—G.P.O. Soutk Ticker TuBe SvSTEM PROPOSED AT 19§0.
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feet per min. at 24 inches water guage vacuum and to stick at bends or form blocks, the resistance to
pressure respectively. Two additional independent the air flow of the control valves and bypass holes
blowers are being installed to meet the increasing in the terminals is automatically reduced, and in
load and to provide a margin of safety in view of the consequence the pressure or vacuum acting on the
importance of the service given by the tubes, and ticket is increased until the air and tickets are again
the disorganization which would result in case of moving normally.

failure. The various tube centres are connected to Similar systems of ticket tubes on a smaller scale
the blowers by heavy galvanized iron trunking of have been or are being installed at Birmingham
ample area to minimize the pressure drop between (temporary), Bristol, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Glasgow,
the basement and the upper floors.  The normal Leeds, Leicester, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle,
water gauge drop along the tubes when the air Nottingham and Sheffield. Of these Bristol and
is flowing freely is regulated to about 10 to 14 Leeds have been equipped with Mix and Genest
inches, depending on the length, but the transit of vacuum tube terminals, all the other Exchanges
the ticket is also affected by the total pressure or being equipped with the standard P.O. system
vacuum available from the blowers, as when the which will also be installed at the new Birmingham

air flow in the tube is restricted by tickets tending Exchange, Belfast, etc.
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The Anglo-French (1933) Submarine Telephone Cable

E. M. Ricuarps, A.C.G.I., B.Sc.(Lon.), M.LLE.E.

the ‘* Dominia,”’” the world’s largest cable

laying ship, left Greenwich with 2g nauts. of
submarine cable aboard her—the Anglo-French
(1933) Telephone Cable—to be laid between St.
Margaret’s Bay (Kent) and Calais.

Increase of traffic on trunk lines to the Continent
is the raison d’étre of the new cable, which was
manufactured to the order of the British Post Office.
Messrs. Telegraph Construction and Maintenance
Co., Ltd., Greenwich, were awarded the contract.
The sub-contractors were Messrs. Standard Tele-
phones and Cables, Ltd., Woolwich, who manufac-
tured the paper-core cable and applied the lead
sheath. The rubber tape covering, armouring and
jute servings were applied by the T.C.M. Co., who
also laid the submarine section of the cable. Whilst
it is designed to give 19 audio and 19 carrier cir-
cuits, additional circuits may be obtained by the use
of phantoms.

ON Sunday afternoon, September 1oth, 1933,

Description of the cable.

Fig. 1 shows the construction of the submarine
section and the English and French land sections.

ENGLISH LAND CABLE
UNARMOUAED

wires of a quad are marked with 1, 2, 3 and 4 ink
lines respectively on the insulating paper, the lines
being coloured red and blue in alternate quads, be-
ginning with red on each marker quad (i.e., quads
Nos. 1, 2, and 8). Paper quad lappings arc
coloured red and blue alternatively, with orange for
the markers and green for the reference quads.

One ternary lead alloy sheath is used, the com-
position being that which gave the most satisfactory
results in vibration tests carried out by the P.O.
Research Section. A rubber tape covering o.25 inch
in thickness is applied throughout the whole length
of the submarine section. The English land section
is not armoured and is. drawn into ducts; the French
land section is double steel-tape armoured and laid
in sandy soil; the sea section is armoured with No. 2
wires.

The weight of the cable is about 30 tons per naut.

Balancing.

Test selected joints to reduce side-to-side and
side to phantom interference were made in works
at intervals of o.5 nautical mile. All crosses were
made within quads only.

FRENCH LAND CABLE
TAPE __AAMOUARED

Lead Antimony Cadmwm ailcy. sheath,
(0S%Ant?Y - 0:25% Cad”)
Min. thickness 0-100"

[Overa// oiam /'.f.f;hall

2 lagpings of Faper, /'S8 wide,
00048 Lhk with Find] lopping
of selvedge tape /7 wide

Oiam. of Conductors,0064™0-065" |~~~ —_
Faper string, 0015 ™~ 0-0/18” with
3y

/% Foper 3 x 00035~

2% »  3x00035 (marked).
Over Qued -

2/apprngs of Faper,

157 Undyed, §'x 0-005S " -
2”° Coloured as spec, §x 0:006 and

screening melalised paper. & x0002S. P
e
.
P
-
.
2 Thicknesses of Duck Tape \
6 d * Rubber Tape
2 . - Duck Tape
(Min. thickness 02°)

[Overa// aam. 210 '/nax.l

IE Steel tapes o-aJo'cmck—]

19 Screened Quads.(/+6+12)
Dism over centre 0235 szprox
v /*"/syer 0-80°
- -

________

Lead Anlimony Cadmum dlloy sheath
! (0S% AntY ~0-25 % Cad ™)
Y Min. thickness, 013"

)
‘\‘ [25 No.2 SW.G. "Momo® mresl

Overs | diam. 3-0"'max .

SUBMARINE

F1c. 1.—Cross-SECTION OF SUBMARINE, ENGLISII, AND

It will be seen that theie are 1g star quads, contain-
ing conductors of 66 lb. weight per statutec mile,
each quad being electrostatically screened by paper
coated on one side with aluminium to a thickness
of about 0.5 mil. The metallized paper is applicd
with the metal on the inside. The A, B, C and D

VOL. XXVI.

['rReNcH [LAND SECTIONS ; ScaLk 3.

LavING OPERATIONS.

The English land section (0.321 naut.) from St.
Margaret’s Bay Repeater Station to a manhole near
the beach was laid and jointed during July, 1933.
The French land section (1.309 nauts.) from the
newly built repeater station at Calais to a manholc

U
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The D.C. capacity of a single wire to all other
wires earthed was measured on 25 conductors, in-
cluding at least one wire from each quad. The
maximum was o0.2007 and the minimum o.1870
micro-farads per naut. The values would prove
useful in locating a disconnexion fault.

(4) Near End Crosstalk.

The specified requirements were as follows :—
Mean of values at 640, 800, 1100 and 1900
p.p-s. :
{a) Between any two pairs to be greater than 8.5
népers (73.8 db.).
(b) Between any two pairs in different quads to
be greater than 11.8 népers (102.5 db.).

Values at 5,000 p.p.s.
(c) Between any two pairs to be greater than 7.4
népers (64.3 db.).
(d) Between any pair in 1st layer and any pair in

2nd layer to be greater than 10.0 népers
(86.85 db.).

(e) Between any two pairs not in the same quad,
not in adjacent quads and not in adjacent
layers to be greater than 10.4 népers (9o.4
db.).

All pair-to-pair and side-to-side cases (703 in
number) were measured at each end of the cable
with frequencies of 1,100 and 5,000 p.p.s. The
worst cases at Calais were also measured at the
other three specified audio frequencies, and at St.
Margaret’s Bay all side-to-side and 25%, of the pair-
to-pair cases were measured at 640, 8oo and 1,900
p.p-s- The mean of the values at the four audio
frequencies agreed very closely with the value at
1,100 p.p.s. in all cases. This will be seen from
Table III. which gives the value obtained. There
is actually one pair which just fails to meet the limit
of 11.8 népers, its value being 11.77 népers—a
negligible difference. Apart from this, all values
meet the specification.

TaBLE III.
NEAR-END CROSS-TALK.

(a) Side-to-Side at Audio and Carrier Frequencies.

At St. Margaret's Bay. At Calais.
Frequency . ! § ‘ - j
p.pes Népers. l No. of cases. . Népers. | No. of cases.
| —— R —
Average 1100 : 11.20 i 18 11.20 ; 18
Worst 1100 10.30 } ! 10.34 |
Average 5000 9.85 [ 18 : 10.14 \ 18
Worst 5000 0.04 l ‘ 9.58

Mean of the values at 640, 800, 1,100 and 1,900 p.p.s. (worst

quads only at Calais.

At St. Margaret's Bay. | At Calais.
S — - 1 },,,, - — ‘ [ —
: Népers. ‘ No. of cases. Népers. No. of cases.
|
1 T T T
.’\\'(.‘l’lig(' Mean .o ‘ 11.22 \ 18 _— 4
Worst Mean i 10.27 \ 18 10.37
|
(b) Pair-to-Pair at audio frequencies.
At St. Margaret’s Bay. At Calais.
—_ I e N
Frequency. Népers. No. of cascs. Népers. l No. of cases.
N !
Average 1100 14.04 648 14.07 ‘l 648
Worst 1100 12.11 11.9§ }
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Mean of the values at 640, 800, 1,100 and 1,900

At St. Margaret’s Bay. At Calais.
|
Népers. ’ No. of cases. Népers. ‘ No. of cases.
Average Mean 13.17 ‘ 120 - 16
Worst Mean 11.99 11.77
|

(c) Pair-to-Pair at Carrier Frequency (5,000 p.p.s.)

|
At St. Margaret's Bay. i At Calais. |
\
— N — I
Népers. No. of cases. Népers. ! No. of cases,
Average .. 12.13 288 i 12.55 288 Between any pair in the
Worst 10.94 | 10.80 1st layer and any pair
I ‘ in the 2nd layer.
‘. | Between any two pairs
Average 12.48 276 | 12.85 ‘ 276 NOT in adjacent quads
Worst ... 11.32 10.57 and NOT in adjacent
j ; layers
e : 77*i _ __ “,,4 - -
Average | 10.97 72 ‘ 10.9 72 | Between pairs in adjacent
Worst ... 10.11 9.52 | quads in the same layer.

Table IV. gives cross-talk values between pair
1AB and all other pairs in the cable. The values
for pair 1 CD are added for comparison, and since
1 CD is better than an average pair, values for the
rest of the pairs are added. At audio frequencies
pair 1 AB gives three cases outside the specified
value of 11.8 népers, viz.,, 11.53, 11.72 and 11.73

népers, but
ciently bad
5,000 Pp.p.S.

At audio

these values are not, of course, suffi-
to render the pair unserviceable. At
the values are within specification.

frequencies pair 1 AB is considerably

worse than other pairs, but the difference is less
marked at higher frequencies. At Calais the values
are normal as the fault is further from that end of
the cable.

Table V. shows how pair-to-pair cross-talk be-
tween quads in the outer layer improves as the num-
ber of quads separating the pairs concerned is in-
creased. The best value is obtained with two or
three separating quads; beyond this the cross-talk
becomes worse again, probably due to increase of
electromagnetic interference.

TaBLE IV.

NEAR END CROSS-TALK IN NEPERS BETWEEN CENTRE
QUAD PAIRS AND REST OF THE CABLE.

(a) Side-to-Side.

} At St. Margaret’s Bay. At Calais.
L - —
Frequency 1 Rest of the Rest of the
p-p-s. Quad 1 cable. Quad . cable.
Average 1100 ‘ — 11.20 - 11.20
Worst 1100 9.04 10.30 10.35 | 10.34
Average 5000 \ —_ i 9.85 — ( 10.13
Worst 5000 3 9.86 9.04 9.38 | 9.58
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(b) Pair-to-Pair.
'\ ‘ V
1 At St. Margaret’s Bay. ‘ At Calais.
i Frequency Pair YAB |, Pair 1CD All other | Pair 1AB  Pair 1CD LAl other
| p.p.s. v. the rest. | v, the rest. cases. | v. the rest. v. the rest, ‘ cases.
,,: J— P— S [—— - . S B
Average el 1100 12.48 14.47 14.04 13.63 13.99 | 1407
Worst ... : 1100 | 11.44 13.17 ‘ 12.12 12.13 12.16 i 11.95
Average Mean ;Mean at four‘ 12.45 — ; —_ ; 13.48 : - —
Worst Mean ... | audio l 11.53 — | 11.99 ; 12.00) : _ 1177
| frequencies ... | ; ‘ |
TaBLE V.
NEAR END PAIR-TO-PAIR CROSS-TALK IN NEPERS.
- Between Between quads separated by
Frequency ‘ adjacent ‘
p-p-S. quads. 1 ' 2 . 3 : 4 ‘ 5
| —— o — -
1,100 Average . 13.12 14.32 14.74 14.51 14.17 14.17
1,100 Worst e | 12.11 13.07 13.34 13.56 13.07 ‘ 12.98
H |
; [ | . *77‘—\‘“,‘_77‘¥ R _
| | | |
5,000 “Average 10.93 i 12.15 12.68 12.68 l 12.34 ‘ 12.38
5,000 lWorst 10.11 1 11.33 | 11.46 | 11.61 | 11.33 11.53
‘ ! | :
(5) Impedance-Frequency. maximum deviation of not more than 7.59% from a

About 20 pairs were measured at each end of the
cable over the frequency range 300 to 6,000 p.p.s.
and some pairs from 200 to 60,000 p.p.s. All

smooth curve obtained during manufacture. Table
V1. gives mean values of impedance at various fre-
equencies and maximum deviations from the speci-

pairs (except 1AB) are well within the specified men curve.
TaBLe VI.
IMPEDANCE OF SIDE CIRCUITS.
Z, "¢, Vector Ohms
Frequency - _ o o - .
p.p.s.
At St. Margaret’s Bay. At Calais.
200 ; 474.5 \42°52' Mean of 3 pairs ‘ 473.8 \42%5’ Mean of 19 pairs
300 390.7 \41%52' wooow2l | 390.4 \42°15’ e
8oo 244.5 \37%56’ " TR } 242.9 \38° 5’ Mean of 18 pairs
2,000 164.8 \29°26’ noom 164.1 \29°57’ oo
6,000 ‘. 124.1 \13%4’ woomn 125.5 \16° 6’ b
60,000 ! 88 [ o%s' Pair 13 AB — —
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MAXIMUM IMPEDANCE DEVIATIONS OF SIDE p.p.s. The results, together with the specified
CIRCUITS FROM THE MEAN. values, are given in Table VII.
Frequency At St. Margaret's | . T T T T T
P.p.s. Bay. : At Calais. g } 1 B IT |
_ _ | 3 H
E;JDD 1 ._____~,___~;_._L | "J
300 1.6% 1.8% X n T nE T
8aa 1.4% 1.6% ' asolH iB
2,000 1.6% 1.3% ¢ :t S ‘
6,000 2.0% 1.8% é 25 N 1 j—; I 17 L
: 320 - T O
g 1] AN — l }
Note.—In all cases these maximum deviations - ™ 1 -1+ T
. . 3 150 [ [ PAIR 1CD
occur on the centre quad, CD pair, which has 3 mE
lower resistance and capacity than all other T K P HHEH

I
pairs (except 1 AB). 0 400 400 1200 1600 2000 2800  J600 9400 5200 6000
FREQUENCY PRS.

Iig. 8 shows the eftective resistance and react- Fie. 10.—MobuLus oF ImpEDANCE.
ance of pair 1CD and Fig. 10 the modulus of the
impedance. 1 ﬁ[ r j;% T xﬁﬂi Tt
a S TRgserance. 1T O
T T REACIANCE o 1L NN T T
i -50 T ! I I
1] = 1] 9 [ : i 1 i, »
3001 EREEE IH - M % :’3
I It
% | EEENNENE {100 T o i R R A A 1-90 &
§ pd I T » “ 00 1T T3 [ R ] 1 4 2
S 250 % | ] 1T 1y 2 EaE | R L ™
e \ _ﬁ 1 T BER _/503 : 90 7 I 1 T 7 1 30 (I)
Lo—| —|—|- — S | ' [l | ] ! ! |
Eam I ‘ - 3 QeOM T [ T T 760 §
2 F - _—JF> = ™ Qw_rrrrurr RN Hm.‘"
- -200 w T O A T R R R |
g TN 1 " o C :14 § S, T I +H g0
w 1504 1] EFEECTIVE || 1] 2 E S T f |
B ] T AESISTANCE, -250 & SO EFFECTIVE RESISTANCE. [ [ [ | = ~90
g u _J_ﬁ___,fj.f-:fjW 11 W 40 i + =t : 1‘ % {-100
w 100 [ —i: | }_ 11T T 0] | i
1 1 _r_ -300 | T T ] T 7o
L AR
0 700 300 1200 16002000 2800 3600 4400 5200 6000 0 4000 (2000 20000 28000 36000 44000 52000

FREQUENCY -P.ARS. FREQUENCY PPS.

. F16. 11.—Puantom Circult IMPEDANCE UP TO 60,000 P.P.S.
I16. 8.—IMPEDANCE CiARNCTERISTICS.

SuastuEme: T2 Fig. 12 gives the attenuation-frequency curve of
J,_& CTANCE ] = 0 an average side circuit up to e,000 p.p.s. Fig. 13
AT i [ [ gives similar curves up to 6,000 p.p.s. for pair 1 CD
300k 1+-F T ‘ T Tt L ‘o
v ARSEEEN iang N and a pair in the first layer, the difterence between
2 250 Reum SRR o ISR them being due to the slightly lower resistance and
. i .
3 BESERBAMEEREEEmNEE 00 3 capacity of the former.
I ! L L1 T ) ~
A . A T S .
S v ,1 g } I I I "TI { T IT' R hied valves shown thus x N -
E 118 ‘ 1 % [Lﬁ# ‘\ [ '\ [ /50 é o6 ” _
2 T ; 045 B r T SREEnEEs
grso T InSugnEEs 5 T § jEmampasacdy
v I o 1 UJ,_J{"?"”‘ M ERaaE I AT
= ool R EFFECT/VE RESISTANCE. Qo B
o ™ E3
E‘ IEEANEERN H kwi AR 1250 50-12 _F_“J”‘ RN 1]
* sl A P $on uaN NENSEEEEARRMESRSE
H EEEEEEEEEENEEN) S oofH ] EREEE
0 4000 12000 20000 28000 36000 44000 52000 60000 W 4 | 11
FREQUENCY PR, =009 II' ERREN I
y T
116, 9.—Inpepance oF Sipe Cikculr UuP TO 60,000 P.P.S. iaw ,{ 1T n T ] 1
0-07 17
§M6 ]} Il FrH T !
Figs. 9 and 11 give the impedance of a side and '»i’ [ T I } l
g g 1% K oos i I8 T
a phantom circuit respectively up to 60,000 p.p.s. = se T HH
. LNEEREERE
(6) Attenuation. O W00 2000 J000 4000 3000 6000 7000 8000 9000

s . . . FREQUENCY RRS.
I'he attenuation of each pair looped to a pair in

another qua(] was measured at 8oo and at 5,000 F16. 12.—AT1ENUATION OF A SIDE CIRCUIT UP TO 9,000 P.P.S.
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TasLE VII.
ATTENUATION OF SIDE CIRCUITS.
Frequency p.p.s. 8o0. 5, 00
e ‘ —
Népers. Decibels. Népers. Decibels.
S —
Minimum per Naut 0.0792 0.688 0.1355 1.177
Mean per Naut ... 0.0794 0.6g90 0.1383 1.201
Maximum per Naut 0.0796 0.691 0.1404 1.2G9
Specified values ... 0.087 0.756 0.162 1.407
TaBLe VIII.
SIDE AND PHANTOM CIRCUIT ATTENUATION PER
NAUT. AT HIGHER FREQUENCIES.
Frequency p.p.s. 9,500. 10,000.
‘ |
Népers. Decibels. Népers. | Decibels.
|
Pairs 17AB & 13AB ... 0.1699 1.475 0.1731 1.503
- |— ——
Phantom Quads g and 7 0.196 1.702 0.200 1.737
Table VIII. gives attenuation values at some 019 =
higher frequencies for side and phantom circuits Son =
and Fig. 14 shows a phantom circuit attenuation- §0_” ,
frequency curve up to 9,000 p.p.s. (The undula- §
tions above 6,500 p.p.s. are due to phantom-to- goro 4
phantom cross-talk.) g7 »
S o 7
T T e Fow r
C’é | | ~
e I iaaaay
T o1
or¢ ! 1I - 50/0 4
~
. PAIR 2C0 2 s .
3 TATA /T s
Em? 7 ‘E“o,os 7
& 007
Q010 7 8 L
g p, 1] 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000 9000
¥ 3 FREQUENCY PAS
" 0081 A
g I Fic. 14.—PHaNTOM CIRCUIT ATTENUATI®N.
§0’06 . .
& HH {7) Phase Constant and Propagation Time.
[ . . . .
= pos ] Fig. 13 gives the phase constant of two side cir-
ImE ] I cuits and one phantom circuit, measured by the
0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000

FREQUENCY RR S.

Fic. 13.—Sipe CIRCUIT ATTENUATION.

As the cable is not loaded attenuation-frequency
distortion is high. A comparison with other paper-
core cables to France is drawn in Table XI.

Mayer method, and the propagation time of a side
circuit for the overall length. It will be seen that
the time is very small, being about 0.2 milli-second.

(8) Near End Cross-talk Frequency.

The way in which near end cross-talk varies with
frequency is shown in Fig. 16. Circuits which have
the same cross-talk attenuation at certain fre-
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The Crosses thus x give the Fhase Constant Chareclerrstic of @ Phantom Cecuil
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I1G. 15.—ProracatioNn TiMe rForR OvVERALL LENGTII, AND
PPiuase CONSTANT PER NAUT.

150
\
N
14-0 N
1 5AB-15AB_PR./PR.
v 130
[+ 3
W H
Q
\‘ 2.0
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o
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1
90
0 1000 2000 3000 4000 S0D0 6000 7000 8000 9000

FREQUENCY P.RS.

F16. 16.—NEAR-END Cress-TALK—I"REQUENCY
CIHARACTERISTICS.

quencies differ by nearly 2 népers at other frequen-
cies. Similar results were obtained at Calais, the
difference in one case being 3 népers (at 9,000

p-p-s.).
(9) Phantom-to-Phantom  and
Cross-talk.

In order to examine the possibility of the use of
phantom circuits in the cable all near end + /s and
+ /+ and all distant end + /s cross-talk cases were
measured at 1,100 p.p.s. The values are given in
Tables 1X. and X.

Side-to-Phantom

TasLe IX.
(a) NEAR END PHANTOM-TO-PHANTOM CROSS-TALK.
At 1100 p.p.S.

At St. Margaret's Bay. At Calais,
Népers. Decibels. Népers. . Decibels.
S ) A
Mean 16.00 138.9 14.73 128.0
Worst 13.28 115.4 12.72 110.5
! ‘

(b)) NEAR END PHANTOM-TO-SIDE CROSS-TALK.

At 1100 p.p.S.
At St. Margaret’s Bay. At Calais,
Népers. l Decibels. Népers. IDecibeIs.
_ |- ——— e -
Mean ‘ 9.40 81.68 10.20 88.7
Worst 8.17 71.0 9.34 81.2
|
TaBLE X.

DISTANT END PHANTOM-TO-SIDE CROSS-TALK AT
1,100 p.p.s. CORRECTED FOR ATTENUATION LENGTH
OF SENDING CIRCUIT (SIDE CIRCUIT).

‘ Népers. Decibels.
|
Mean ... 11.19 97-3
Worst ... 9.70 84.3
Next Worst ., 10.25 89.1

All near end + /+ values are very good. At St.
Margaret’s Bay the centre quad is appreciably worse
than the rest, but is normal at Calais. The + /s
values on quad 1 would prevent the phantom circuit
being used.

From the point of view of distant end side-to-
phantom cross-talk on the cable all phantoms except
that on the centre quad should be serviceable, the
worst signal to noise ratio being 60.3 decibels at
1,100 p.p.s Hence it may be possible to set up
18 phantom circuits.

(10) A.C. Fault Localization Constant.

This was measured on two side circuits, one in
each layer The points of zero difference between
a normal circuit and the circuit with an artificial
fault at the far end were as follows :—

Pair 2 AB. Pair 13 AB.
181 p.p.s. 180 p.p.s.
860 ,, 856 ,,
1697 ,, 1686 ,,
2558 ,, 2556,

Neglecting the interval between the first two points
in each case where the difference curve is obviously
distorted, the frequency intervals for a complete
wave are 1698 and 1700 for pairs 2 AB and 13 AB
respectively. This gives for the constant the
values,
1668 x 26.31 = 44,680
and 1700 X 26.31 = 44,720

(11) A.C. Inductance.

A measure of the A.C. inductance of side and
phantom circuits was obtained by Mayer method
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tests. The frequency interval in p.p.s. between ductor resistance was 0.789, lower, indicating a
consecutive balance points in the tests is mean reduction in temperature of 1.9° C (in 29 days).
; Attenuation was correspondingly lower. All cross-
n o= = talk and capacity tests, including those on pair
4lvCL 1 AB, gave the same values.
Where “*1’" is the length and C and L are
capacity and inductance per unit length. With C Conclusion.

in micro-farads and L in milli-Henries, we have
‘O‘J
16n*°C
The values of ‘“ n " were 883, 894 and 888 p.p.s.
for the threec side circuits and gg1 p.p.s. for a
phantom circuit. This gives for L the values 1.12,
1.10 and 1.13 mH. for the side circuit and 0.36 mH.
per naut. for the phantom; calculated values are
1.35 and o.42 mH. respectivelv.

Tests after 30 days.

A number of the above tests were made again 30
days after laying.

Insulation resistance was about 13% higher duc
to the lower temperature. The value for wirec 1 A
had increased from 14 to 15.9 megohms. D.C. con-

The electrical characteristics of the cable have
remained constant during the 3o days’ maintenance
period. At least 18 audio and 18 carrier frequency
circuits, and possibly 18 phantom circuits will be
obtained.

The earth noise on pair 1 AB, due to the very
large capacity unbalance to earth between the A and
BB wires, will probably be the deciding factor as to
the suitability of the centre quad for use as a public
circuit. The noise arises from power cables at St.
Margaret’s Bay which run parallel with the tele-
phone cable for short distances.

Table XI. gives an interesting comparison be-
tween the principal features of the three Anglo-
French paper-core cables now existing. In par-
ticular, the high attenuation-frequency distortion of
the 1933 cable should be noticed.

TaBLE XI.

ANGLO-FRENCH PAPER-CORE CABLES.

Date. 1926. 1930 1933.
Manufacturer Siemens, l.td., Siemens & S.T. & C., L.td., &
Woolwich. Halske. T.C.M. Co., Ltd.
L.anding points Seabrook & i Seaibg)li(ju 7 St. Margaret's Bay
‘ Audrecelles. Le Portel and Calais.
I.engths—Nauts. ‘ 23.92 ;;1 26.31
Weight—Tons per naut. 1 26.5 19.7 30
R T [— o —— —-
Number of quads R 7 7 19
Loading mH. per naut. ] 8 18 ‘ Nil
C(Vm;i;;c;orrv;'eiight Ib. per naut. 1;,5 92.5 75
Attenuation length of side cir- ‘7 ) o o
cuits at Soo p.p.s.—Népers | 0.653 0.900 2.09
(db.) e (5-67) (7.81) (18.1)
Attenuation—frequency distortion o.177 Néper o.151 Néper 1.513 Népers
from 300 to 2,000 p.p.s. (1.54 db.) (1.31 db.) (13.1 db))
Best specified cross-talk attenu- 8.12 \ 8.5 11.8
ation Népers (db.) (70.5) _ (73-8) (102.5)
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Telephone Transmission Problems

I. FEATURES OF THE ESSENTIAL FACTORS IN TELEPHONE
TRANSMISSION

R. M. Cuamxey, B.Sc., A.K.C., Assoc.M. Inst.C.E.

recent years on the subject of telephone trans-

mission. The majority of standard works are
devoted to one particular phase or another of the
problem and are replete with elaborate mathematical
explanations as a guide to enable students to follow
the underlying physical conceptions. There is a
need, however, for some descriptive material in order
that engineers, other than specialists, may appre-
ciate the many varied aspects of transmission
problems and a series of articles has been designed
to afford a comprehensive view of the subject. The
present article deals with the more or less preliminary
matters which are essential to the reader and subse-
quent articles will deal with :—

3 GREAT deal of matter has been published in

Simple transmission theory.

Lines.

Repeaters.

Testing apparatus and maintenance of long lines.

Applications to the present day telephone net-
work.

General.

The energetic research work of telephone engineers
throughout the world has brought the transmission
of speech to such a pitch of perfection that one is
inclined to overlook many important and fundamental
details and to lose sight of basic principles in view
of the interesting nature of modern developments.

Fundamentally the telephone exists for the trans-
mission of speech with sufficient volume and intel-
ligibility to enable conversation to be carried out
between any two points. Geographical distance has,
in these days, lost a large part of its significance
where telephone transmission is concerned and it is
safe to sav that in a very few years any two telephone
subscribers in the world will be able to converse
with ease.

Already a subscriber in this country can be put
into communication with nearly- g59% of the total
telephone subscribers in the world. Not only is the
connexion possible, but speech can be carried out
with comfortable volume and good intelligibility.
These two qualities necessitatc the design of tele-
phone systems on definite standards. It is useless
to provide a standard which is beyond the price
which the customer will pay and, on the other hand,
it is unsound to provide such a cheap construction
that the resulting service is poor and thus largely
useless. A compromise between these two extremes
is obviously essential and efforts have been directed
for many years towards the setting up of not only
national, but international standards which will take
due regard of the requirements of satisfactory com-

mercial speech and at the same time take cognisance
of the economic factor. There are many difficulties
as apart from the human clement, necessitating the
reconciliation of opinions based on the senses, a
common basic standard is not easy to achieve where
the observers use different languages. The efforts
have, however, met with a considerable measure of
success, and a good commercial standard is now
available.

It will not be out of place to refer at this stage
to the effect of broadcasting on the transmission
engineer’s problem. As every broadcast enthusiast
knows, the volume of reception of wireless signals
over large distances can be made of sufficient strength
to give the listener no difficulty in hearing. The
broadcasting microphone also is now such a fine
instrument that the intelligibility is really marvellous.
Telephone subscribers accustomed to the broadcast
standard are, therefore, much more critical than
formerly. They do not always appreciate the fact
that one broadcasting microphone may be talking to
millions of listeners and the Authorities have only to
provide a very limited number of these instruments.
Again, broadcasting receivers are expensive items,
but are paid for cheerfully, whereas a telephone
receiver is demanded at a very much cheaper rate.
The critics are apt to overlook the very different
conditions to be fulfilled by the two services.

A microphone and line used for broadcasting must
be able to pick up and transmit music of the highest
class. This is.a much more drastic test than speech
and can only be provided at an enhanced cost. It
is not surprising, therefore, that the equipment gives
superlative conditions for the transmission of the
spoken word.

Telephone transmitters and receivers have been
designed which give results strictly comparable with
the best broadcast service. The cost of production
and maintenance, together with the lines giving
equivalent conditions, entails such a prohibitive
rental that their commercial application is extremely
limited.

Before the perfection of the telephonic repeater
and consequent extensive use of underground cables,
a subscriber was accustomed to a degree of volume
in transmission which was roughly proportional to
distance, and he was quite prepared to shout his
loudest in order to make himself understood by the
listener at the distant end. The intelligibility was
reduced also to a marked degree due to parasitic
noises such as telegraph and power induction. It is
hard perhaps to realize that less than ten years ago
it was almost an adventure to call from London to
Aberdeen. The best overall equivalent was roughly
25 db. on the lines, which figure was increased in
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effect to at least 3o db. by various extraneous noises.
These figures may be better appreciated when it is
realized that a drop of 30 db. means that the received
power is only 1/1000th of the transmitted power.
Under present day conditions, there is no trans-
mission loss in the London-Aberdeen lines and no
induction. That is to say the speech received at
Aberdeen has the same volume as that put into the
line in London. It is thus possible to provide trans-
mission of good volume, not entirely governed by
geographical considerations or the weight of copper
used in the lines, and of good intelligibility since
induction on cable circuits can be kept under control.

The characteristics of Speech.

The spoken word, as is well known, is made up
of a large number of frequencies combined into a
complex wave. The effect of volume is given by the
lower frequencies or undertones whilst the higher
frequencies give the character to the sound. The
main part of vowel sounds of most speakers is similar
in general outline. The overtones vary according to
the shape of the individual’s vocal passages, mouth,
and method of delivery. The overtones give to the
words those particular characteristics which are, as
it were, the personal peculiarity of the speaker and
enable one to recognize individuals by their speech.

The frequency range covered by the human voice
lies approximately between 100 and 10,000 p.p.s.,
but the majority of this range is relatively un-
important for the transmission of commercial speech.
The most effective range starts at about 250 p.p.s.
and extends up to 2,500 p.p.s. A circuit which will
transmit this restricted range will give good and
intelligible speech. If the frequency range of the
line and apparatus be increased to cover the full
extent, a gain in articulation of only about 159% will
accrue. Translated into intelligibility this percent-
age becomes too small to be of real importance.
Since the expense of extending the range is very
great, it is obviously unnecessary to give a better
standard for such a small gain. If, however, a
restriction below 2,500 p.p.s. be attempted it will be
found that the intelligibilitv begins to suffer very
rapidly. It is important, therefore, that the fre-
quency range between 250 p.p.s. and 2,500 p.p.s.
should be picked up by the transmitter, passed over
the line, and reproduced by the receiver so that
speech can not only be heard but also interpreted
accurately by the listener.

The next point to be noted is that to convey a
natural sound it is necessary to think of the con-
ditions underlying speech transmission in a room.
It must be clearly understood that no speech is
normally transmitted without distortion through air.
The chief causes of distortion are echo effects pro-
duced by reflection of speech, sounds from walls and
furniture reaching the ear at slightly different time
intervals. A room completely ‘‘ dead ’’ as regards
echo may perhaps have been experienced by readers
and, if so, it will be realized at once that this con-
dition is usually classed as most unnatural.

In the early days of broadcasting every endeavour

was made to avoid echo with the result that the
speaker’s voice was noticeably unpleasing and dull
to the listener. Elaborate tests were made by using
a ‘“ dead ”’ studio and mixing a small amount of
speech with a definite time delay to give a more
natural effect. The studios in Broadcasting House
are arranged to have varying amounts of echo so as
to give desired effects for particular items.

Speech delivered to the microphone, therefore, is
not distortionless and in cases where rooms are un-
suitable the distortion may be considerable. This is
not the fault of the microphone and those whose
duty it may be to investigate transmission complaints
should note this point. A badly-placed telephone
may give rise to much dissatisfaction and trouble.

In cases where speeches in a room or large hall
have to be picked up, transmitted over telephone
lines, and reproduced on loud speakers, elaborate
care has to be taken to achieve a reasonable freedom
from the longer echoes so that the result is intel-
ligible. Where proper precautions have been taken,
intelligibility is often better over the electrically
transmitted links than in parts of the hall itself.

There is another problem in telephone communica-
tion which is often overlooked. If two people con-
verse in the ordinary way, they pay little attention
to anything but the main words in each sentence.
To put it another way, a man listening to observa-
tions will take note of the salient points about which
he will be thinking and he will neglect a large pro-
portion of the words spoken to him. This is seen
when a conversation takes place between two people
who are both interested in the same subject and both
know within a small amount what the other person
will be likely to say. If a telephone conversation be
observed and the subscribers are people who are
speaking continually to each other, conversation will
be easy and without repeats on even a difficult line.
If, however, subscribers unknown to each other are
put into communication, and are not conversant with
each others’ views, difficulty frequently ensues even
on a very good line. In judging transmission over
lines it is necessary, therefore, to malke certain of the
conditions of test. In carrying out speech tests two
men well known to each other will find the line
perfect, whereas two strangers will report that the
line is not good. This entails practical difficulties
for those engaged in assessing commercial conversa-
tion. In making laboratory measurements standar-
dized monosyllabic tests are usually made. This
method gives good results, but is not applicable in
the same way to commercial work.

Telephone Instruments.

Although the telephone instrument itself is very
important as a part of the transmission system, it is
not proposed to deal with it in detail in this article
apart from certain fundamental requirements.

Reference should be made to a paper read before
the Institution of Electrical Engineers in 1926, by
Cohen, Aldridge and West, whilst a further paper
read before the same Institution in 1932 by Harbottle
gives further information.
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EXCHANGES

Basis of Prowvision.

The basis on which meter observation circuits aie
provided is at present under review, but in the
past it has been as follows :—

At exchanges with 10,000 or morc lines or having
two monitorial positions staffed normally, one circuit
is provided for each 10,000 lines or part thercof. In
sub-exchanges in a non-director area which have at
least 1,000 lines a tapping circuit is fitted at cach
cxchange, but it is connected, wia double-ended
plugs and jacks at the main exchange, (Fig. 2) to a
cemmon incoming junction and position circuil on
the central Auto Manual Switchboard.

IDF MO F.

To Frg /. :"4.*“‘*5‘_5—" )4

at obher

Sub Exchs | . b 4 | ~ ]5
- _-é——o-—-/‘

70 Zapp/ny &

ovtgorng Junc
c/rturt at
Main Exch

Jo /ncon n,
Junc. equprf?ent
b M3in Exch.

Fic. 2.—MuaIN EXCHANGE JACKs.

Failities Provided.

(1) Glowing of a *“ white ' lamp on the monitorial
position when the subscriber connected to the
observation circuit originates a call.

(2) Listening by one of two monitors by the
throwing of a key in the appropriate direction.

o )

(3) Disconnexion of the ‘* white '’ and the ‘‘ red '

lamps when the key is thrown in either
direction.

(4) When metering takes place glowing of an-
other white lamp marked ‘*“ R ’’ and operation
of the check meter.

(s) On a call incoming to the subscriber con-
cerned, a ‘‘ red '’ lamp lights and a monitor
observes the call to see that the subscriber's
meter and thereforc the check meter, do not

operate irregularly.

Brief circuit description.

The meter wire connexions on meter observation
circuits differ slightly in accordance with the type
of automatic equipment as, for instance, at ex-
changes having 4th wire carth or jth wire battery
metering, booster metering, etc.  Otherwise the
subscriber’s tapping and the outgoing junction
circuits and the equipment at the monitorial posi-
tions are the same in all cases. Fig. 1 shows the
tapping and outgoing junction circuit used at ex-
changes with booster metering, and Fig. 3 depicts

the circuit and equipment at the incoming end.

When the subscriber associated with the observa-
tion cquipment lifts his receiver, relay A (Fig. 1)
operates from battery wi¢ contact BAz, the sub-
scriber’s loop and the earth at BA4. Contact A1
operates relay B, and B: operates BA, thus con-
necting A in series with the subscriber's loop and
cxchange cquipment i B3z and BAg. A 3,000
ohm battery via BA1r and one wire of the junction
circuit operates relay LA (Fig. 3). The white lamp
is connected at LA1. \Vhen the key is thrown by
cither “‘ observer '’ so as to connect her receiver to
the junction circuit, relay CO disconnects the lamp.

\Vhen the called subscriber answers, ‘‘ booster '
metering current operates the subscriber’s meter
as well as relay ], wviu 8,000 ohms. Contact ]1
connects battery wia B2 and the retard coil to the
other wire of the junction circuit and operates M.
The check meter connected at M1 lights the white
‘“R ” lamp.
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Fi. 3.—INcoMING JuNcTION aND MeNITORIAL Posrrion’
CIRCUIT.

\Vhen a call is made incoming to the subscriber
relay IC is operated by the ringing return battery.
Contact ICr connects a substitutionary ringing
return to the subscriber’s line and 1Cz2 extends the
ringing current on the negative line, whilst 1C3
connects battery over the junction to operate LB and
light the red lamp at I.Bir. The throwing of the
key disconnects LC and the red lamp.

After the tripping of the ringing when the sub-
scriber answers, earth is connected at the finai
selector to the positive line thus releasing IC anc!
connecting relay A at IC2. The operation of A ziu
the subscriber’s loop causes relays B and BA 0
switch the lines through at B3 and BAgy.
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Voice-Frequency Relay-set Routiner

1. S, Youne, ADMLEE.

quency operation of the junctions from Manual

to Automatic Exchanges in London, it was
cssential that the scheme be introduced as early as
possible.  The maintenance of the Voice FFrequency
(V.F.) relays and their polarized relief rclavs pre-
sented something quite new and consequently it was
necessary that some testing arrangements should be
available at the outset.

Photographs of these relays accompany the article
by Mr. H. A. Ashdownc on ‘‘ Voice [Frequency
Keysending from Manual A-Positions,”’ in Vol 23,
art 4, of this Journal. 1t might be mentioned
here that the article also gives details of the pro-
cedure for determining the attenuation and feed re-
sistance values required for the routiner.

In view of the great amount of traffic to be carried
by each V.F. relay-set, it was considered desirable
to provide facilities for frequent testing of the relay-
sets. Consequently, a manual tester was out of the
question and a routiner was decided upon.

The original machines used for deriving the
voice frequencies are costly items and although con-
siderable economy has been effected in the latest
type, their provision at an Automatic Exchange for
the use of one routiner could not be justified. The
most promising alternative was to receive the fre-
quencies for testing by the routiner over a junction
from a Manual Exchange. It was decided that one,
and in some cases two, conveniently situated
Manual Exchanges in each Engineering Section
should provide the frequencies for testing at each
Automatic Exchange in that Section. Naturally an
endeavour was made to keep the apparatus and
circuit at the Manual end as simple as possible.

At this time tests were being carried out on
sample V.F. relays and associated equipment at
National Exchange by means of artificial traffic
from Clerkenwell Exchange. From the preliminary
results of these trials, it appeared essential to make
two tests on each V.F. relay, one for operation and
another for non-operation, viz. (1) To send each fre-
quency singly over a junction degraded to 17 db.
and (2) To send all frequencies, except that corres-
ponding to the relay under test, over a junction de-
graded to g db. An important factor in these tests
is the duration of the pulse of frequency. The
normal minimum and maximum pulse time as keyed
by operators was believed to be 30 mS and 250 mS
respectively. (A further reference to this is made
later.) To maintain simplicity at the manual end
of the junction, onlv one period of pulse could be
used and the period chosen was 200 mS.

The maximum junction loss in service was con-
sidered to be 14 db. and, in order to obtain uniform
signal strength, which reflects upon relay sensitivity
and adjustment, it was decided to pad all junctions
used for V.F. working from 12 db. to 14 db. This

’l\O obtain maximum benefit from Voice-Fre-

appearcd to indicate that the test junction to be used
for the routiner might be anywhere within the range
of o db. to 14 db. As it was necessary to test al
the equivalent of ¢ db. over a junction of perhaps 14
db., some means of amplifying the signal strength
Lad to be considercd. It was felt that the delay
ol producing a suitable valve amplifier, to be stable
and standard for all jobs, could not be tolerated at
this stage. There were no V.F. relays and fre-
quency generating machines available for indepen-
dent investigations to be carried out. Consequently
the Contractors were requested to produce a suit-
able transformer for the supply at the Manual Ex-
change to give a gain of 5 db. The transformer was
produced in due course, but a change of circuit at the
supply end was recommended for use with the new
transformer.  Hence the circuit arrangements of
the feed resistances are different from those in the
A-operator’s position circuit, and also the bank con-
tacts of the Frequency Supply Uniselector are con-
nected direct to the supply, which may prove to be
an undesirable feature although no trouble has been
experienced yet.

The signal strength at cach frequency supply set
is raised by § db. and then degraded at the routiner
to the required level.

It will have been noticed that the signal level has
so far been referred to junction losses, e.g., g db.
and 17 db. for the test levels. This was found to
be dithcult to measure as a separate entity and as
it was necessary also to know the overall loss, the
signal level indication was transferred to the equiva-
lent received level. The keys in the routiner marked
2.5 db., 5 db., 7.5 db., and 10 db. therefore refer to
the received level as measured and averaged for the
four single frequencies.

In order that apparatus may function efficiently
in service and also that the associated routiner may
dectect faulty apparatus before it causes trouble in
service, the routiner aims at imposing a slightly
more onerous test condition than the worst practical
condition. The V.F. relays were reputed to func-
tion satisfactorily over a range of o db. to 14 db.
(reccived level) and consequently junctions werc
padded to a range of 5 db. to g db. which with a
reasonable margin gives a working range of 4 db.
to 10 db. The routine test range was made 21 db.
to 12} db. After tests had been made at several
exchanges installed with V.F. apparatus it was ob-
served that the routiner was showing a greater per-
centage of failures than occurred in the trials; in
other words, the routiner was too severe. It was
then discovered that the reliable range of the relays
in practice was 2} db to. 10 db., so, to permit of the
necessary margins, the ranges were revised to be
5 db. to 8 db. for padding, 4 db. to g db. working,
and 21db. to 10 db. for testing.

It will be seen from the accompanying diagram,
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ELEMENTS OF AGTO. ROUTINER rOR TESTING Voice FREQUENCY RELAY-SETS,

MANUAL EXCHANGE JUNCTION
IDF 1DF lo.F
Mule: Muit. 4 08
Ans. Mult co _;/“‘_ hs.  yp 0
A 3 ,_0.'__ . >
06.J. J 40v)200 ' Ans. ! ; LA -25db  -50b
N\o -llH I—c%?'\vlb—/m_‘ t Ans.Q ToJunction
B RC 8 p) } Reli (-Set (G- a
A”"' F{/Jarmaf Service)
B ns. 2 A s
40150 co Mule Ans. Al 7
2andir /s $%0 0 o 0T oD ierauto No.to.
40v. 400 J ) Q T Switching | T ya100 T .
co Y8322v. 200 L 285 1 285 'EZ}’%‘,’OO’Z ¥ ® - HI'
=== DN QA==2 Test
I CAeps 15 18 ;
= T .
= . 3 b
| Release 735517

C

showing the elements ol the Voice IFrequency Relay-
set Routiner Circuit, that condensers and relays are
so arranged in the negative and positive lines to
simulate the transmission bridge of the junction
relay set to permit of testing under similar condi-
tions to those in service.

Before testing of the V.F. relays is commenced,
it is necessary to ascertain that the junction relay set
associated with the test junction is free; that
the junction is free and has no plug inserted in
the distant end; and also that the V.I. selecting
uniselector, I. S., is in the ¢ home ' position.
This is accomplished by, firstly, associating relay
JE with the private of the junction relay-set;
secondly, testing for the earthed relay L on the
positive wire via relay LB; and thirdly, testing for
battery on the negative wire by means of relay LA.
Relay B cannot operate to connect battery to the
negative wire unless the uniselector is at the
‘“ home "’ position.

The frequencies and combinations of frequencies
are connected to the bank contacts of the frequency
selecting uniselector and, as the testing proceeds,
the uniselector progressively applies the required fre-
quency or combination for the test being made. The
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uniselector is stepped by impulses from the routiner,
which are passed over the positive wire of the test
junction. The impulsing was found to be rather
erratic due to the inductance of relay LB and con-
sequently a 200-ohm non-inductive resistance has
been arranged to be connected across the relay
during impulsing.

Any changes of the line conditions cause surges
which operate the V.F. relays and hence a delay
period is provided by the slow release of relay SA
before the V.F. relay-set is connected to the
routiner, to allow suflicient time for the effects of
the surges to die away before the test is made. Even
the removal of the zoo-ohm shunt just mentioned
will cause such surges.

The impulse, previously referred to, charges the
line and condensers and should a combination of
frequencies be passed over the line before this
charge has dissipated, the frequencies, have addi-
tional energy imposed upon them which causes
‘“ overlap,” i.e., the operation of the relay under test
for which the frequency has not been sent. Con-
sequently a sufficient period must elapse before the
frequencies are connected and this is catered for by
the release of relays C and CA. Relay CA was
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UTtiLizing Voice FreQuency SuppLy FROM A DisTanT Excnance.
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added after the relay-sets for the manual exchanges
had been manufactured as the period was found,
during tests, to be insufficient.

The incorporation of these various delays in-
creased the time of the tests and to prevent false
fault alarms operating in the routiner the test cycle
had to be sub-divided so that the relay set is re-
lecased and re-seized several times during a com-
plete cycle of test.

VOL. XXVI.

At the completion of each test cycle, the frequency
selecting uniselector must return to its ‘‘ home ’’
position in readiness for the succeeding tests. This
is effected by releasing the test junction with a re-
applicaton of the busy test before again seizing it,
as during this released period the junction may be
taken into use for normal service.

Like most new schemes, one or two minor
weaknesses were discovered subsequent to the field

\"
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trials.  During the investigation of these it was
found that when the V.F. relays were reaching
failure point, due to dirty contacts, etc., the relief
relay contacts gave ‘‘ flicks * or ‘‘ split signals.”
It became necessary, therefore, to include in the
routiner a test for ‘‘ split signals ’> such that the
test would reveal a possible failure before it occurred
in service. This presented some difficulty as under
service conditions a failure could occur if the period
of break of the signal was sufficiently long to allow
release of the DS relay and the stepping of the digit
distributor in the sender. This period varied from
14 mS to 36 mS with different Contractors’ appa-
ratus. Relay SR in the routiner simulates relay DS
in the sender, whilst the operation of relay SQ in
the routiner takes the place of the stepping of the
digit distributor. Due to this variation in timing,
no standard time could be laid down but it has been
stipulated that the releasing lag of SR plus the
operating lag of SQ in the routiner is to be less
than the releasing lag of DS plus the stepping time
of the digit distributor in the sender.

In view of the short time required for this opera-
tion, it will be appreciated how difficult it is to
maintain an eflicient test in the routiner, when it is
remembered that no means of measuring such
periods are available for maintenance officers. The
testing circuit can only be checked by ensuring that
the relays are within the specified adjustments
which usually provide such wide tolerances as to
make the test doubtful.

Before the incorporation of the Split Signal test
it was possible for the routiner to function satisfac-
torily from a pulse which was too short to operate
the sender DS relay and step the digit distributor.
Relay SR, which simulates DS, due to its quick
release is a little slow in operation and this results
in the detection of short pulses. As the release of
SR enters into the test, the failure of a V.F. relief
relay to release is also noted

A peculiar fault was brought to light during the
installation of a V.F. Relay-set Routiner. The tip
of wiper 6 of the test switch was badly burnt. This
was found to be due to a test lamp being short-
circuited and although the series relay, TH, was
of low resistance the period, i.e., 100 mS, which the
test switch was in that position was too short to
allow the fuse to function. Relay TH is now con-
nected to level 8 of the switch

Some tests carricd out recently on V.F. installa-
tions show that the operators’ key depressions. are,
in general, between 80 mS and 150 mS, hence the
routiner tests are somewhat inefficient as the testing
pulses. are between 200 mS and 300 mS. The test-
ing pulse was changed temporarily to 100 mS and
was then capable of detecting faults not otherwise
noticed.

When a fault has been located by the routiner it
is necessary to ascertain whether it is due to the
V.F. relay or the relief relay. The routiner is used
for obtaining frequencies for making manual adjust-
ment and localizing tests in connexion with the relay-
scts.  Associated with the routiner is a test panel,
mounted on onc of the V.F. Relay Set racks. The

panel has a Milliammeter, Dial Auto No. 10, Mil-
liammeter Jack and Key, Rheostat, Lamps for W,
X, Y, Z signals, ‘‘ Junction Free ! and ‘' Relay
Set Busy,” Test Key and Release Key. The fre-
quencies are obtained for manual testing as follows :
The Access Selector is stepped to the particular
Relay-set by means of the Stepping key. The
Manual Test key is thrown and indication is given
on the test panel if the relay-set is busy and when
the test junction is free. The required frequency is
obtained by using the dial on the panel in accord-
ance with the following table :—

Dial o1 for W frequency

o 02, X "
bR 03 " Y AR}
w o4 o, Z
Dial o5 for XY Z frequencies
yw 06, WYZ '
» 07 ”" WXZ AR}
" 08 iRl WXY "

The test key must be thrown to allow the frequency
to pass into the rclay-set. A Release key is provided
to release the equipment as required. The frequency
so supplied from the manual exchange is continuous
to allow of adjustments and tests being made of the
relief relay while the frequency is applied.

Before taking any action in connexion with the
V.F. relay in a faulty relay-set, the polarized relay
must be checked for operation and release The
Manual Test key is restored thus placing the
routiner in a normal condition. Connected in the
circuit of each polarized relay is a test jack and this
is associated with the milliammeter jack by means
of a double-ended cord. The rheostat is turned to
give the necessary variation of current for the test.
The relay should opcrate at 5 mA and releasc at
2.5 mA, each test being made after saturation at
12 mA. The appropriate lamp on the test panel
indicates the operation and release of the relay.

The relief polarized relay depends for its opera-
tion upon the removal of a short-circuit by the bobble
contact of the V.F. relay. This contact is operated
when the tuned reed responds to the relevant
frequency. If the relay is out of adjustment,
the reed will not respond faithfully and the short-
circuit will only be removed intermittently. A
milliammeter placed in series with the polarized
relay indicates whcther the removal of the short-
circuit is continuous or intermittent by the value
of the current passing. Arrangements are provided
for associating a milliameter with the relief relay
circuit as follows: Throw the required attenuating
key, 10 db. for operating test and 2.5 db. for non-
operating test, then the Manual Test key and obtain
the necessary frequency as previously mentioned.
With the relevant test jack connected to the mil-
liammeter jack as above and the Milliammeter key
thrown, operate the Test kev. Provided the rheo-
stat is at zero the milliammeter will show the current
flowing through the polarized relay.

Should the V.F. relay be indicated as faulty, the
hobble contact should be cleaned. If, then, the relay
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is still faulty, the relay-set should be jacked out for
return for re-adjustment.

In the initial design of the routiner it was essen-
tial that the busy key of the relay-set be thrown
before making a manual test. It was considered
that such manual tests would only be made on faulty
relay-sets and by having the busy key operated there
was no chance of thec relay-set being taken into use
for normal trathic during any slight unguarded perind
that might otherwise have occurred.

After some expcrience had been gained of the per-
formance of the V.F. relay-sets, it was deemed ad-
visable to include certain manual tests in the normal
maintenance routine. To have to operate the busy
key of each relay-set prior to making the tests was
thought to be laborious. The lamp associated with
the key is a guide as to whether the set is engaged,
but, even so, the key might be operated at the
moment when the relay-set was seized. It was
therefore decided to associate the busy test by the
routiner with the manual testing arrangements. The
P-wire connexion to the relay-set was changed so
that this test could be made irrespective of whether
or not the busy key was operated and, hence, in the

case of faulty relay-sets, they can be tested without
being freed for even the slightest period.

The test key connexions were arranged to short-
circuit the negative and positive leads to prevent
the application of frequencies to the relay-set. This
caused a quick discharge of the V.[F. relay-set con-
denser when associated with the routiner and con-
sequent violent movement ‘of the bobble contact.
The connexions of the key have now been re-
arranged to complete, instead of short-circuiting,
the circuit for the frequencies.

It is essential when making manual tests that one
of the attenuating keys be operated to prevent ab-
normal movement of the bobble contact. Such
movement sometimes results in a dirty contact.

It will be noticed that lamp-indication of the relay-
set being tested is not provided in this routiner and
that there is no ‘‘ homing ”’ circuit for the access
sclectors. Consequently the access selectors are
mounted in such a position on the routiner rack that
the selector indicators can be readily seen. When
the routiner is not in use, the access selectors should
be left in position 25, and prior to commencing a
test they should be stepped to position 1.

Book

““ Proceedings of the¢ International Consultative
Committee on Long Distance Telephony.’”” (English
translation issued by the Internauonal Standard
Electric Corporation. 350 pages. 21s. net).

The *‘ Comit¢ Consultatif International des
Communications Tél¢phoniques 4 Grande Distance’
(C.C.1.) was formed at a preliminary meeting held
in Paris in 1923.

During the ten years of its existence an efficient
system of international telcphone circuits has been
built up which enables, for example, subscrivers in
Great Britain to speak to about g5 per cent. of the
35 muuion subscrivers in the Worid's teiephone net-
work. ‘This system has been buut up, so tar as
the Luropean network is concerned, in accordance
with the recommendations drawn up by the C.C.l.
The recommendations are formulated by sub-com-
mittees and confirmed by the full Committee, on
which 34 Telephone Administrations are represented.
‘The recommendations deal with questions affecting
telephone transmission, protection, operating and
tariff problems.

The publication under review deals with the pro-
ceedings of the last full meeting which was held in
Paris in September, 1931.

It contains all the recommendations of the C.C.I.
in practically all fields of long-distance telephone
practices. Under the general heading of Trans-
mission, definitions of principles and rules pertaining
to standards are given as applicable to wire, carrier
and radio-broadcast circuits. Similar rules and
regulations for telephone apparatus, over-head and
underground lines and maintenance -thereof are also
given.

A valuable feature of this publication is a series

Reviews

of 26 typical specifications for cables, apparatus
and systems in a modern telephone plant. One
section is devoted to a bibliography of English,
French and German publications in the communi-
cation art. The extent of this bibliography is
indicated by the fact that 728 references are given
to such publications.

Another important feature is the section on the
protection of telephone lines against high tension
disturbances and electrolytic corrosion with a
description of modern methods to combat these
troubles. In this connection three articles by
eminent telephone technicians are included in the
publication for reference purposes.

A complete list of delegates, together with
verbatim reports of the opening and closing
sessions of the plenary meeting complete the sub-
ject matter.

The volume includes a good index of contents
with references tc the page numbers both in the
French and Lnglish editions.

This publication may be said to represent an up-
to-date compendium on international telephony and
shouid be of interest to all telephone engineers.

C. R.

‘“ Worked Examples for Wiremen and Students.”’
H. Rees, Grad.l.E.E. Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons,
Ltd., London. 3’6 net.

This small book on D.C. Calculations covers the
more elementary calculations required in the City
and Guilds Examinations in Telegraphy and Tele-
phony, and, while intended primarily for the power
engineer, should also prove useful to students of
these subjects. W. S. P.
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Notes and Comments

The ¢ Post Office Magazine ”’

HROUGH the courtesy of the Editor, we have

I been privileged to read the proofs of the

““ Post Officc Magazine,”” which is to make
its debut on January 3th, 1934. Judging from the
contents, it should have an enthusiastic reception
and it 1s not our intention to indulge the curiosity of
our readers by giving a detailed review of its con-
tents. We can, however, assure them that they
will find its 48 pages of great interest; they are filled
with brightly written articles, and accounts of social
and sporting activities from all parts of the country.
The articles are lavishly illustrated and range from
& description of the Post Office Research Station to
a humourous survey of the various means which
members of the Staff taking part in the Staff Sales-
manship may (or may not!) adopt in persuading
mcmbers of the public to become subscribers to the
telephone.  In regard to District News, the Editor
has worked wonders with the space at his disposal,
and it is doubtful whether any part of the country
remains without representation.

The Magazine will be on sale to members of the
Staft and to the public at one penny. It will appear
regularly on the first Friday of each month, and it
can be heartily recommended to our readers as
filling a niche in the social activities of the Post
Oftice Staff which has hitherto been deplorably
vacant.

Inductive Interference from E.H.T.
Lines

28th November, 1933.
The Managing Editor,
Post Office Electrical Engineers’ Journal,
Alder House, E.C.1.
Dear Sir,

[ have read the article on the above subject by
Mr. A. J. Jackman in the July issue of the
P.O.E.E.]., and the subsequent correspondence
between Messrs. Josephs and Jackman with con-
sidcrabl: interest. Having done so, I only venture
to occupy lurther spacc in your columns becausc I
feel that it has not yet heen made perfectly clear to
the ordinary reader why engineers no longer use the
equivalent earth plane theory for computing the co-
efficient of mutual induction between the power and
the telephone line.

The equivalent earth plane theory visualizes the
coupling as being that between two loops, the ver-
tical distance between the go and return conductors
forming the inducing loop being twice the height of
the power line above the equivalent earth plane, and
variable at will. This is not in accord with physical
fact as the real coupling is partly resistive and partly
reactive. When the two circuits are close together
the mutual reactance predominates, when they are

far apart the coupling is almost entirely due to the
existence of a mutual resistance between them. For
practical cngineering purposes the inadequacy of
the picture would not matter much-—if the size of
the inducing loop could be so fixed that for a given
site the calculated coupling would always be numeri-
cally cqual to the true coupling. Unfortunately
this cannot be done, and the depth of the equivalent
ground plane has to be continuously adjusted as such
tactors as frequency, separation and resistivity of
the earth are varied.

On the other hand, the—so called—coefiicient of
mutual induction, as calculated from the Carson or
Pollaczek formula, includes within itself both the
resistive and the reactive part of the coupling.
When the earth js approximately homogeneous it
has been found to give the true result over a wide
range of all the variables. To the uninitiated the
formula may appear terrifying, but tables of ker’
and kei’ functions are available which reduce the
evaluation of the true coupling between the lines to
a4 simple arithmetical process.

Yours faithfully,
\WV. G. RaprEy.

Rules of Golf

The Royal Insurance Co., Ltd., 1, North John
Street, Liverpool, has sent us a copy of their book-
let setting forth the revised Rules of Golf, which
come into operation on January 1st, 1934. The
Company informs us that they will be happy to
forward a copy to any of our readers who care to
apply for it.

The Imperial Patent Service

Mr. M. E. J. Gheury de Bray, well known to our
readers as the Author of ‘‘ Exponentials Made
Easy "’ and a similar work on hyperbolic functions,
informs us that he has commenced a patent service
under the above title, with offices at First Avenue
House, High Holborn, London, W.C.1. In con-
nexion therewith, he has prepared a booklet on
‘** Practical Hints on the Patenting and the Develop-
ment of Inventions '’ and is prepared to supply a
copy to any of our readers who may be interested.

Telephone Transmission

In this issue, we commence the first of a series of
articles from the pen of Mr. R. M. Chamney, who
needs no introduction to our readers as an authority
on telephone transmission. In this series, it is Mr.
Chamney’s intention to treat his subject practically
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non-mathematically and to give a comprehensive
view of the subject of telephone transmission in
order that engineers, other than specialists, may
appreciate the many varied aspects of transmission
problems.

Trunking

Readers who are concerned with Trunking Prob-
lems in Automatic Telephony will be interested to
hear that Mr. G. S. Berkley, of the LEngineer-in-
Chief’s Office, has written a book on this subject and
it is to be published in some two months’ time. We
lhope to include a review of the hopk in our next issue.

Location of Faults in Armoured

Cables

P.O. Research Station,
Dollis Hill,
28-10-33.
The Managing Editor,
P.O.E.E. Journal.
Dear Sir,

The necessity for quickly and accurately locating
the position of a breakdown in the case of armoured
telephone cables laid directly in the ground was
emphasized in a recent article.

The usual methods can be used to locate the
actual faulty length of cable, but it is very desirable
that the exact position of the fault in that length
should be determined. In the case of contact and
earth faults the Varley or Murray tests can be
employed for this purpose, a good wire external to
the cable being used in the case of a complete break-
down.

The object of this letter is to bring to more
general notice a very simple method of locating con-
tact or earth faults. This method was described in
The Electrical Review of July 28th, 1933, *‘ Find-
ing a Multi-core Cable Fault,”” by ‘“ ALA.LLE.E.”

The arrangement is shown in the diagram below.

External Wire Mets! Prong
(S/icle Wire) C
Cable )}
_L&Y ______________ —a N T
. A
{ Fault

For the sake of simplicity only two wires in the
faulty cable have been shown.

It will be seen that two insulated wires are run
external to and over the line of the cable from one

end of the length to the other. One of these wires
feeds a battery of about 4 or 6 volts into one of the
faulty wires, the other external wire, in parallel,
acts. as a slide wire. A third or trailing wire is
connected to one end of the other faulty wire then
through a galvanometer to a pointed metal prong.
This prong is used to make contact with the wire
used as a slide wire,

The method of locating the fault is to balance the
galvanometer, i.e., find the position on the slide wire
at which no current flows through the galvanometer.
This position transferred to the main cable gives
the position of the fault.

When the galvanometer is balanced the voltage
drop across AC is equal to that across AF.

If desired the connections can be reversed and the
voltage drop BC found, which will be equal to BI
and the mean of the two positions taken.

A wire whose resistance is uniform with length
should be used for the slide wire.

The arrangement, when all the wires in the cablc
are faulty, has been shown in the diagram. If a
good wire exists in the cable then this wire can be
used for the battery wire.

An accuracy of plus or minus two inches was
given in the original article.

In two recent trials of this method on actual
faults the following results were obtained :—

(a) On a length of cable of 143 yds. using one
cell the fault was found three inches from the point
indicated by the prong method. An ordinary Varley
test gave a location two feet away from the actual
position.

(b) On a length of cable of 261 yds. using two
cells the fault was found two feet from the point
indicated. The error in the case of an ordinary
Varley test was 2 yds. In the case of this fault it
should be mentioned that the cable was soaked with
water for a distance of 4% yds. and that the location
as given by the prong method was almost at the
centre of the wet patch.

Yours faithfully,
G. W. Hobcs.

Delay Probability Formulae

In this issue we publish an article on this subject
from the pen of the late C. D. Crommelin, to whose
tragic death we referred in our last issue.

Binding Cases

As this issue marks the completion of a Volume,
it is opportune to remind readers that red cloth bind-
ing cases, lettered in gilt, are available for binding
the four parts of each Volume. Details will be
found on page 3z20.
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Junior Section Notes

Intermediate Telephony Examinations

The City and Guilds of London Institute have
approved the publication of the following notice
relating to the conditions under which candidates
possessing a Final Certificate in Section 1—Auto-
matic Telephony—may enter for the Intermediate
Examination. The concession relates to the year
1934 only. ’

‘“ The City and Guilds of London Institute, at the
request of the Post Office Engineering Department
and upon the recommendation of its Advisory Com-
mittee on Telephony, Telegraphy and Radio Com-
munication, is prepared, as an exceptional measure,
to allow candidates who obtained the Institute’s
Final Certificate in Section 1—Automatic Telephony
—in 1932 or prior thereto without having passed the
Institute’s Intermediate Grade Examination in Tele-
phony, to enter for the last-mentioned examination
in 1934. Such candidates will not be eligible for
any prize or medal awarded in respect of the Inter-
mediate Examination. They should make applica-
tion to the Superintendent, Department of Tech-
nology, City and Guilds of London Institute, 31,
Brechin Place, London, S.W.7, on or before
February 28th, 1934, in order that the College or
Institution at which the candidate desires to be
examined may be duly informed as to the above
permission.”’

Telephone Transmission

Members of the Junior Section will be interested
to hear that the Board of Editors has asked Mr.
R. M. Chamney to write a series of articles on this
subject with the object of indicating to the non-
specialist engineer the practical implications of the
various aspects of telephone transmission theory.
The first of these articles is published in this issue,
and the Board feels that the series will form a useful
adjunct to the more theoretical series of articles by
Mr. W. T. Palmer which was published some time
ago, and subsequently reproduced in book form.
Mr. Chamney is eminently fitted to deal with his
subject in a lucid manner, for his work on telephone
transmission problems has won international reputa-
tion. His object will be to present his subject
devoid of that mathematical aura with which it is
surrounded in the majority of text-books.

The Current Issue

For some time, the Board of Editors has con-
sidered the possibility of introducing a Student’s
Section in the Journal and segregating thereto all
those articles which are primarily of interest to the
student. If this were done, however, the Student’s
Section would contain nearly 75% of the material
published in the Journal, for the great majority of
the articles are of interest to the student as well as
to the technician. In the present issue, for instance,
the first article by Messrs. Davis and Martin
describes the telegraph converter required as the

link between a telex subscriber’s teleprinter, which
utilizes voice frequency currents for its operation,
and the by-product circuit between Telex centres.
Although this article is complete in itself, it forms
one of the series on Telex working which have
appcared in the pages of the Journal.

Then, too, to complete the series in the Bypath
system of Automatic Telephony, we publish the
article on Burton-on-Trent Exchange, which is the
first of the Provincial exchanges to work on this
system. The two articles already published give
details of the system as a whole, and its application
to a Director exchange.

Subscribers” Group Service is described by
Messrs. Winch and Ellis who were responsible for
the circuit design. This service is entirely new,
end is likely to be very much to the fore in the
—oming year.

Voicc Freaquency Signalling for Trunk circuits is
describcd by Mr. Flowers, who has been mainly
responsible for the Research work in connexion with
the system. Its application to two typical circuits
is described.

Then, Messrs. Evans and Broadhurst, who should
be well known to a large number of Junior Section
members, for they are lecturers at the Training
School, Dollis Hill, tell us about the Siemens No. 17
system of Automatic Telephony and describe the
principle of the remarkably fast-operating relay and
the high-speed uniselector which form the basis of
the scheme.

Similarly, other articles in this issue are of direct
interest to members of the Junior Section. All of
these articles are of educational value and, as such,
are intended for the student, but it is undesirable to
place them in a special student’s section. Members
of the Junior Section may rest assured that the
Board has their interests at heart, and makes every
endeavour to ensure that a due proportion of the
articles published shall be of interest to its readers
among the Junior Section.

Edinburgh Centre

The Session commenced in October when Mr. J.
Lockie read a paper on ‘‘ Telegraphy, Old and
New.’' Lantern slides were used, and a good dis-
cussion ensued. At the November Meeting, Mr.
T. Henry took for his subject the ‘‘ Application of
the Telephone Repeater.’’ Slides and diagrams
illustrated the subject.

Members were privileged to spend an interesting
and instructive Saturday afternoon in November,
in a visit to the Arniston Coal Company’s Mid-
lothian mine. Our thanks are due to Mr. J. A.
Philips, General Manager of the Company, for
permission to visit the mine, and to Mr. A. Hall,
the Colliery Manager, who so ably conducted the
partv. The visit was happilv terminated bv tea, to
which we were kindly entertained by the Colliery
Authorities.
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Research Centre

The enthusiasm with which the inauguration of
the Research Centre was received has continued
throughout the past year. By the kind permission
of Captain B. S. Cohen, we have been enabled to
maintain interest by organized visits of members to
all sections of the Research Station. These visits
were arranged to take place on Saturday mornings
and lasted for a period of 10 weeks, thus materially
assisting in keeping the members together during
the summer months.

Many promises of papers were received at the
commencement of the present session. The follow-
ing have heen read hefore an average attendance
of sixty members and visitors (the latter renresent-
ing students attending the Engineer-in-Chief’s
Training School) :—

Oct. 19th. Strength of Materials, by Mr. K. L.

Beak.
Nov. 2gth. Oscilloeranhs and Oscillograms, bv
Mr. T. C. T. Kerwin.

These papers and those to he read durine the
remainder of the session, deal with the various
phases of the denartment’s activities from a Re-
search standnoint, and should be of great interest
fo all members.

Dundee Centre

The first paper given in QOctober, bv Mr. W.
Ratchelor, was on the main cable recently brought
into use hetween Dundee and Perth. As Mr.
Batchelor was left to deal with Precision Testing,
the paner was carried forward and completed at the
November Meeting. Good attendances were
recorded, and the discussions keenlv maintained.

Aberdeen Centre

Our new Chairman. Mr. T. MclLeoad. onened the
first meeting with anpronriate remarks. Papers on
“ The Kevstone of Telephonv > bv Mr. 1. M.
Cowie. and ¢ Strav Currents,”’ bv Mr. W. C.
Kelly, were read. At the Novemher meeting, a
paper on ‘* Teleprinter No. 2A ”’ was read by Mr.
G. B. Ritchie. Lantern slides were used, and a
working Teleprinter was subsequently inspected.
The attendances and discussions were very satis-
factory, and the interest shown by the Members
indicates that the success of the first session is
assured.

Birmingham (Testing Branch Centre)

The 1933 programme made a highly successful
debut with a visit to the B.B.C. Broadcasting
Station at Daventry on September 23rd, and on
October 16th, a ‘‘ Technical Film Exhibition ”’
opened our series of lectures. At this lecture we
were pleased to have with us our Chairman, Capt.
E. E. Fenn. O.B.E., and several other members of
the Senior Section.

This film exhibition needs special mention as it

was given with our own Projector, and the Pro-
grammes for the evening turned out on our own
Duplicator, both of which were recently acquired
by the Branch.

Special mention should be made of the fact that
a member of this branch, Mr. S. Stevens, with a
paper read before this branch, came out No. 1 in
the Annual Award for Papers, and althouch we did
not have the privilege of seeing the certificate pre-
sented at one of our own meetings, we nevertheless
tender to him our hearty congratulations.

Chester Centre

By the courtesy of the Superintending Engineer
of the South Lancs. District, several members of
the newly-formed Dbranch at Chester visited
Manchester Toll and Blackfriars Exchanges on
Saturday, September 23rd. Members of the
Manchester Centre explained the different features
of the exchange and the operation of the apparatus;
altogether, an cnjovable and instructive afternoon
was spent. Having the opportunity of visiting
such a large exchange gave us, in a sma:ler area,
some idea of the vastness of the present-day tele-
phone service.

Brighton Centre

The first meeting of the session, held on October
4th, was historic on account of the visit of the
President, Mr. C. W. Brown M.I.E.E., who gave
us details of the training of staff at Dollis Hill,
a general outline of the developments that are
taking place in the field of Automatic Telephony,
and a demonstration of apparatus dating back to
1912, which was greatly appreciated by a large and
enthusiastic audience which included the Superin-
tending Engineer, Mr. G. F. Greenham, M.B.E.,
M.I.LE.E., and the Assistant Superintending
Encineer. Col. Carter, M.ILE.E.

The programme arrangements for the remainder
of the session include a ‘‘ talk ”” bv the Assistant
Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. A. B. Hart, O.B.E.,
M. 1.E.E., and napers from Messrs. C. E. Calvelev,
B.Sc., H. V. Thorne, A. V. Miles, C. A. Penfold,
C. J. Wright, and H. Lee.

Manchester Centre

On Saturday, October 28th, a party of members
visited the works of Messrs. Oldham and Son,
Battery Makers, Denton, and a most interesting
and profitable time was spent in viewing the different
processes of manufacture of this firm’s products.
Particular interest was evinced in the miner’s
lamps and dry battery sections. As a fitting con-
clusion, the members were entertained to tea by the
firm, when the opportunity was taken of expressing
thanks for the ©oourteous and cordial reception
afforded us.

The complete syllabus is now in the hands of
members and augurs well for a most successful
session,
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APPOINTMENTS—Continued.

Name. ! From ’ To 7 Date
— ! \

i secti Probationary Assistant Engineer, | 1-10-33
logram, C. P. Inspector, EEf}:i}élgm Seetion, Kesearen decuoil, u.-xn-f.u.

Smith, G. E. Prebationary Inspecter, Londen Provauonary Assistant bngmeer, 1-10-33

’ | District. ~ London Listriet.

Morley, ). E. " Inspector, Test Section, E.-in-C.O. Probationary Asswsiant  kEngineer, 1-10-33
Kesearch Section, E.-in-C.O.

Creighton, J. L. Inspector, London District. Provauonary Assistant Enguneer, 1-10-33
Kesearch Section, E.-in-C.0O.

Prickett, W. ... ! Inspector, Lines Section, LE.-in-C.O. Prosationary Assistant Engineer, 1-10-33

S. Mid. District.

Oman  G. R. Open Competition. Probationary Assistant Engineer, | 2-10-33
Research Section, E.-in-C.O.

Barnett, H. E. L . Y Probationary Assistant Engineer, 2-10-33
' Research Section, E.-in-C.O.

Adley, A. G. ... " " Probationary Assistant Engineer, 2-10-33
Research Section, E.-in-C.O.

Davison, G. N. i R . Probationary Assistant Enginecr, 2-10-33
i Research Section, E.-in-C.O.

|
RETIREMENTS.

Name. Rank i District. Date.
— e e - S — - o
Lamb, J. F. ... e | Superintending Engineer. Eastern District. 22-9-33
Terras, J. S. Superintending Engineer. S. Wales District, 30-9-33
ttook, G. H. J. Exccutive lingineer. Lines Sectien, E.-in-CO. §-10-33
Balcombe, R. C. Executive Engineer. S. West District. 25-10-33
Gillespie, J. T. Executive Engineer. Scot. East District. 9-10-33
Wynne-Jones, A. ... Assistant Engineer. S. Lancs. District. ; 7-9-33
Woodhouse, M. D. ... Assistant Engineer. ‘ S. Lancs: District. I 31-10-33
Edwards, W. B. e Assistant Engineer. } S. Wales District. | 14-10-33
Catto, M. ... . . Chief Inspector. Scot. E. District. 30-10-33
Hailes, S. E. S Chief Inspector. S. Wales District. 28-10-33
Dawson, J. W. ! Chief Inspector. Testing Branch, London. 25-10-33
Hulse, W. J. Chief Inspector. S. Lancs. District. 2-12-33
livans, ]. Inspector. ‘ S. Wales District. 8-9-33
Morgan, J. W. Inspector. ! N. Wales District. l 23-10-33
Fason, W. S. Inspector. i N. Mid. District. ‘ 13-10-33
Dimond, G. . Inspector. London District. . 31-10-33
Isherwood | Inspector. London District. | 31-10-33
Yeates, H. T. F. Inspector. S. Mid. District. | 30-11-33

|
TRANSFERS.

Name. Rank. [ From To ‘ Date.
Bagley, T. " Asst. Engineer. Scct. W. District. . N. Mid. District. I
Perris, F. R. ... Asst. Engineer. Telegraph Section, S.E. District. |

E.-in-C.O. '
Dixon, E. ]J. C. Asst. Engineer. Radio Section, S. Mid. District. ‘ 1-12-33
E.-in-C.O. ‘
McDonald, A. G. Asst. Engineer. Radio Section, Northern District. | 28-12-33
: E.-in-C.O. : ’
Ward, W. C. ... Prob. Asst. Engineer. London District. ' N. West District. 1 1-12-33
Hall, L. L. ‘ Prob. Asst. Engineer. N. Wales District. | Radio Section, 1 8-10-33
E.-in-C.O. ‘
Summers, F. ‘ Prob. Asst. Engineer. S. Mid. District. S. Wales District. ! 15-10-33
Swindlehurst, R. J. K. ... ... | Prob. Asst. Engineer. S. West District. Ragiq Séﬂoion, ‘ 1-11-33
‘ .-in-C.O. i
Lee, W. H. ‘ Prob. Asst. Engineer. Scot. W. District. Radio Section, : 1-10-33
| E.-in-C.O. |
Coates, A. G. L Inspector. S. Mid. District. Research Section, ! 4-10-33
| E.-in-C.O. f
Mays, S. G. ... i Inspector. S. Wales District. Equipment Section, | 24-7-33
! E.-in-C.O. 1
Beatby, G. ! Inspector. Scot. E. District. Equipment Section, 8-10-33
‘ E.-in-C.O.
Arnold, A. F. i Inspector. S. Mid. District. i Equipment Section, 10-10-33
| ; E.-in-C.O
Tucker, D. G. | Inspector. Northern District. i Lines Section, 22-10-33
! i E.-in-C.O.
Shepherd, J. Inspector. S. Lancs. District. { Designs Section, 13-11-33
E.-in-C.O.
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DEATHS.
Name. Rank. District. Date.
Robinsog,wc. B . Staff Engineer. Test Section, E.-in-C.O. 31-10-33
Dixon, W. Chief Inspector. N. Mid. District. 30-10-33
Reid, A. Chief Inspector. Scot. W. District. 6-12-33
Langley, J. H. Inspector. S. Lancs. District. 16-8-33
Marshall, J. E. Inspector. London District. 8-11-33
Kenneth, A. P. Inspector. Scot. W. District. 2-12-33
CLERICAL GRADES.
ProMOTIONS.
Name. ‘ From. To. Date.
Picken, C. C. o 7 7 Clerical Officer, S. Wales District. Higher Clerical Officer, S. Wales 722.71717.733
. District.
Dick, J ... 1 Clerical Officer, Scot. W. District. Higher Clerical Officer, Scot. W. 27-11-33
District.
Alexander, R. G. Clerical Officer, S. West District. Higher Clerical Officer, S. West 24-10-33
‘ District.
Woodland, T. H. Clerical Officer, S. West District. Higher Clerical Officer, S. West 5-1-34
: District.
Tullock, J. J. ‘ Clerical Officer, N. Wales District. Higher Clerical Officer, N. Wales 25-10-33
District.
Robbins, C. A. . Clerical Officer, Test. Branch, Higher Clerical Officer, N. West 8-10-33
Birmingham. District.
Hoole, G. H. Higher Clerical Ofiicer, N. Eastern Staff Officer, N. Eastern District. 1-2-34
i District.
Hall, G. W. ... Higher Clerical Officer, N. West Staff Officer, Eastern District. 1-1-34
‘ District. l
RETIREMENTS.
Name. } Rank. District. ' Date.
Careless, 5. D. Higher Clerical Ofﬁce;.“w B S. Walé; o ;.1;-33
Brown, R. Higher Clerical Officer. Scot. W. 26-11-33
Brown, H. H. Higher Clerical Officer. S. Western. 23-10-33
Bartlett, J. W. Higher Clerical Officer. S. Western. 4-1-34
Waller, R. E. Higher Clerical Officer. N. Wales. 24-10-33
Rowbotham, A. Higher Clerical Officer. N. West. 30-9-33
Hogsum, A. E. Higher Clerical Officer. London Engineering District. 31-10-33
Denton, J. C. Staff Officer. N. Eastern. 31-1-34
Adams, T. Staff Officer. Eastern. 31-12-33
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