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Vocalist Geraldine Farrar, who is
recovering from an operation for
appendicitis, smiles at the NME
cameraman in her West End fiat,
aud proudly disp'ays some roses
sent to her by Stargazer Marie

Benson.

The Mickey!
I MUST protest at the lack of

publicity given in your columns to
the new British singer Fred Young,
who can also be regarded as some-
thing of a psychologist.

Fred's stage presentation is really
wonderful, and he sings mounted on
a white Shire horse (disguised, of
course, as an American police horse,
the Shire horse, not Fred !) In case
you don't think this unusual, have
you ever seen it done on ice before ?

There's none of the silly senti-
mmtalist about Fred. either. Believ-
ing that vitality is everything in a

singer's performance, Fred roars with
laughter, throughout his performance
(in between hand -stands on the back
of his magnificent horse).

All this does make it a bit difficult
to hear his singing voice, in fact, I've
not really heard it, but I've no hesi-
tation in declaring him Britain's top
singer.

I have 4,000 photos of him, as well
as 69 records of his horse singing
"Swanee River."

ROSS MACMANUS.
feholebroke Avenue, Leeds 7.

False Gods
IT is with profound pleasure that I
-EL read the letter of Mr. M. Mont-
gomery, of Dundee, in last week's
NME. He expresses views so akin
to my own that they might have been
written by me, and the fact that you
have published his letter does you
credit in these days of sycophantic
dribbling over the false gods of so-
called modernism.

Let us not forget that 25 years
ago, it was fashionable to adulate
Paul Whiteman as being the most
progressive jazzman living, and to
pour the vials of pseudo -intellectual
gibberish on the work of Bix, Trum-
bauer and the others who have lived
as legends because they either died
at the peak of their careers as dance
musicians (they were jazzmen
secondly only) or were closely
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associated with Whiteman and re-
flected some of his glory. Nowadays,
instead of poor old Whiteman, Kenton
gets the glory, and with him, Konitz,
Getz and Parker, with Gillespie try-
ing to follow the path to fame and
commercial success that Armstrong
blazed a quarter of a century ago.
If our pastiche of a civilisation lasts
another 25 years, I venture to predict
tJ'sat Messrs. Kenton and the rest will

\Mean no more than Whiteman,
Bernie, Goldkette and the Casa
Lomas do now.

But, as Mr. Montgomery says, the
modernist musician is an excellent
technician, though this is not the
monopoly of the modernists. No
one denies them this quality (though
after hearing Miles Davis, I would
rather hear poor Bunk at his worst
when it comes to fluffs'.) but good
technique alone does not make for
good jazz and since- bop has neither
the tonal qualities, the upbringing,
the beat or the earthly meaning of
jazz, it is difficult to comprehend
why or how the twain can ever meet.

Bop has no sincerity of colour, says
your correspondent. Quite-it is a

stunt, a joke in very poor musical
taste, saying to the humble 'azzman,
"Of course YOU wouldn't under-
stand-you're only a mouldy fig,"
rather as those snobs do who liberally
intersperse their conversation with
phrases from other languages than
their own.

BRIAN A. L. RUST.
Wellington Road, Hatch End, Middx.

Lewis/Kenton
ARTER trying hard before, Vic

Lewis is back on the road with a
new Kenton outfit. This just goes to
show that like "Stan the Man," Vic
never gives up the ghost.

SWEEPING TO THE TOP
ORCHESTRATIONS F.O. 3/6 S.O. 3/ -
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I remember a few years back when
Stan accepted the Presidency of the
Toni Anton Club, he said that Anton
would always have a rival in Vic
Lewis, although Vic was under
commercial pressure at the time. Re-
sult, Anton has disbanded, and'
Lewis is still in the picture.

Although, when I heard the new
Lewis Orchestra recently, I found
them to be a little in the raw stages
in places, I say more strength to your
arm, Vic, for endeavouring to give
us what you said to Stan at the
Brussels concert was the greatest
music in the world.

J. M. BERG.
Prittlewell, Essex.

From a Factory
As two regular listeners to "Music

While You Work" (we have no
other option), we think it's about
time that the BBC altered their views
on this programme.

In a recent edition of this paper
we are inclined to agree with Jack
Bentley that Frank Baron is
" barren."

Why don't they think of the workers
and give us a band that plays music,
not tin music boxed like Cecil Nor-
man, Ian Stuart, Jimmy Leach, that's
mentioning a few ? Give us Jack
White, Bill Hawkins, Jack Leon, for
example.

There are a hundred girls in our
room with the same opinion.

DOREEN & MARGARET.
Leicester.

'Bran -tub' Jazz Club
BBC "Jazz Club" was bound to be

ruined by the sporadic nature of
recent programmes, since it has
deteriorated to a completely "bran -
tub" level.

At least we shall no longer need
to listen through the dreary booflings
of Honckton Splatz and his ilk in
case there is a traditional item
slipped in somewhere !

Surely any future series must re-
vert to the separate sections of "old"
and "modern" with a clear division
where we can plonk the switch off.

D. E. JONES.
Lord St., Haworth Brow, Keighley.

This family group shows Eric
Todd, trumpet -player with Billy
Ternent's Orchestra, with his wife,
his daughter Diane, and two
friends - their Alsatian named
Prince, and their cat named
Micky. 16 -year -old Diane is mak.
ing a name for herself as a singer.
She has appeared on TV, and is

now lined up for a new film.

Palladium Heath
AFTER reading in the NME dated

11/12/53, about British acts top-
ping the bill at the Palladium, I can't
help wondering what Mr. Val Par-
nell is letting himself in for.

No doubt, Ted Heath and his Band
and vocalists may deserve top billing,
but only a few weeks ago, Ted and
his band topped the bill at the Fins-
bury Park Empire. This nearly goes
to say that the Palladium is coming
to the same level as the Finsbury
Park Empire; I thought it was sup-
posed to be the greatest show place
in the world.

If Mr. Parnell is going to have
British acts on top of the bill, I'm
afraid he'll have to reduce his prices
of admission a great deal. Anyway,
it will seem rather silly to go to the
Palladium when we can see plenty of
British acts at our local theatre.

Of course, Mr. Parnell, give us
British acts at the Palladium, but my
advice to you is to keep your "top
of the bill" space for American stars
only.

MARGARET DOVVNEY.
Roman Way, London, N.7.

Bad Behaviour
ASHORT while ago I visited a

local theatre to hear the Saints'
Jazz Band at a Sunday concert, and
went with the intention of sitting and
enjoying some good jazz. Instead I
was subjected to the bad behaviour

aft
The late Jimmie Green
A S Chairman of the Popular
' Section of the Music
Publishers' Association, I write
on behalf of the Committee
members and myself this tri-
bute to our great colleague and
friend, Jimmie Green.

I feel that words are pretty
near futile in assessing the tre-
mendous efforts and honesty of
vurpose that he put into his
iuties as our Vice -Chairman. III -
less was the only reason for his
very rare non-attendance at our
_meetings, and his co-operation in
our deliberations with the BBC
was always constructive, and eery
useful indeed.

All who knew him know that
Jimmie was no "yes man" to any-
one, and what a fighter he was,
too ! As far as he was concerned,
our industry came first in all his
efforts, and he himself came last.
What is more, his fatherly way
with any new young committee
member had to be seen to be
believed.

The entire music business is
am sure, grateful for the great
work he put in for all, and to
say we shall miss him is just in-
adequate. Personally, I have valued
his staunch friendship for twenty
years, and it was a great joy to
know and to understand him.

After our meetings, Jimmie
would be off with a cheery "So
ong, everybody," and this tribute
is on behalf of all of us, saying
"So long, Jimmie, until we meet
again. God bless you."

EDDIE STANDRING,
Chairman.

SL'onimittee members: Jimmie
Phillips, Sid Coleman, Sid
Bruhn, Percy Hirons, Leslie
Abbott, Joe Roncoroni, Johnny
Johnston. Secretary : Arch i e
Montgomery.

of a crowd of ill-mannered, teenage
boys and girls who formed a large
part of the audience. They presented
themselves in their "uniforms" ; the
boys with narrow trousers, jackets
too long for them, "chimpanzee"
haircuts and pale faces; the girls
popping out of too -tight sweaters
which, I believe, go with equally
tight pencil skirts.

These misguided youngsters
showed abysmal ignorance and
flaunted bad manners by promenad-
ing in the gangways, catcalling and
clapping off beat throughout the
blues numbers. Apparently their
knowledge of jazz is limited to "The
Saints," and they deplore something
they cannot sing.

Because of the puerile behaviour
of these despoilers, it was impossible
for anyone sincerely appreciating
jazz to enjoy the programme.

Nevertheless, the Saints deserve a
word of praise for their excellent
performance under such conditions.

HUGH J. CLAYTON -JONES.
St. James Road, Dudley, Worcs.

Bands on TV
14 -AY I congratulate your Radio
-1-7-1-Critic, Jack Bentley, on the ex-
cellence of his column this week
(10/12/53)? He is brilliantly analytical
without in any way being incompre-
hensible . to the layman (or should I
say "laywoman" ?) If anyone can stir
the leaves in Lime Grove, he de-
serves to succeed in doing it.

Harr y Roy is a wonderful
character, and an evening at his pre-
sent venue is a real tonic. What joy
the bringing of this irrepressible per-
sonality would give to the listening
and viewing millions, who have never
been to and probably could never
afford the exclusiveness of a West
End night spot.

MARGOT FIELD.
Strathmore Gardens, Kensington,

W.8.

Ecksfine, Please !
HAVING seen the programme of

forthcoming American artists to
the Palladium in the 1954 season, 1

wondered why we should not be see-
ing such a great star as Billy
Eckstine.

Surely the authorities at the Palla-
dium can't think that a visit of the
great Mr. B would not be a tre-
mendous success.

To my mind, Billy Eckstine puts
more feeling into his singing than
the rest of the present-day vocalists
put together, with the possible ex-
ception of Frankie Laine.

I realise many of your readers
will disagree with me over this state-
ment, but you have only to hear
such records by Mr. B as "Stardust,"
"Bor-ly And Soul," "Enchanted
Land," etc., to realise that he has got
something that really is terrific.

Here's hoping to see the great Mr.
B over in England in the near future

Keep up the good work with a
truly great paper.

L./Cpl. P. BLOOMFIELD.
1 Wireless Regt., Royal Signals,
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HERE'S a train that is definitely not going to be affected by any
talks of a rail -strike Steaming into your homes comes the

Express-the "New Musical Express," bearing the best of good wishes
to all its readers for Christmas and the New Year.

The passengers aboard the train are the members of our staff-a
happy company numbering 16 in all, who are responsible for bringing
out your weekly NME, as well as the 116 -page NME Annual. And
they're the same people who during the year, have organised such
outstanding events as the Flood Fund Concert, the Poll -winners' Con-
cert, the Record Ball, the Stan Kenton Brussels Airmada, the Teddy
Wilson Tour, the Johnny Dankworth Band London debut and the
recent Record Concert. Yet, for all this hard work, they look happy

enough, don't they ?
So that you may meet them all personally at this festive season,

here are their names :
From left to right, we start with the Editor, RAY SONIN, on

the engine, with Assistant Editor JACK BAVERSTOCK on the foot-
plate. In the first "carriage" is the News Department, with News
Editor JACK MARSHALL in the centre, flanked by MIKE BUTCHER
(left) and LES PERRIN (right).

The First -Class "compartment" is reserved for our Managing -
Director, MAURICE KINN, and in the next group, the Advertisement
Manager PERCY DICKINS is in the centre, with colleagues TREVOR
WHITCHELO (left) and AL Vt, EBBER on the right.

I WAS driving my car away from the dark little
mews behind Aeolian Hall the other night, when

I caught sight of a small figure wheeling out an
auto -cycle from its parking place.

I was just thinking how much the figure looked
like Roland Shaw, the immaculate bandleader and
arranger who always goes in for Rolls Royce and
Bentley cars, when somebody said "Hello"-and it
was Roly ! Seems his Bentley was being overhauled
and he had hired the auto -cycle for the week. So he
was thoroughly enjoying himself driving around
town dressed in his oldest togs.

* * *
TINY WINTERS, that smallest of bass -players,

has no, fewer than six basses. No good, Tiny-
you still won't look any bigger, no matter how
many instruments you buy ! Seriously, though,
Tiny is always searching for the perfect bass, and
by the sound of his playing lately I believe he has
found it at last.

* * *
CRACK by Felix King, who happened to be

standing next to the tea urn at the recording
studios canteen. " Have you met my friend, Urn ?"

fl*Sis,Yrr.

The "Ladies Only" notice introduces you to the NME glamour
section (I. to r.): JOYCE RAINES (Editor's Secretary); JEAN
WOODWARD (Advertising Secretary); JUNE DUKE (Managing
Director's Secretary) and JOY TAYLOR (the NME's "hello" girl).
Bringing up the rear are MIKE COLLIER (left), who looks after the
circulation, and our photographer HARRY HAMMOND.

Last, but by no means least, comes our office -boy and tea -maker -
in -chief, DONALD BLACK, and it is typical of the tough jobs he
does for us so willingly and cheerfully that he didn't even mind when
we told him to push the train . !

by The

Slider
FRIC DELANEY had a long drive ahead of him

last Saturday. After finishing with Geraldo at
Grosvenor House, he drove home, picked up his
wife and all their gear, and then drove to Edinburgh
through the night and next day.

Incidentally, Eric was telling me he has had a
revolving rostrum made for his stage act with
Gerry. A good idea, son !

* * *
CALLING at the Abbey Road studios a couple of

days ago, t heard some great group singing go-
ing on, backed by a fine -sounding band. I peeped
in to see who was responsible for the noise, and it
was the new vocal group, the Sapphires, with Jack
Parnell's punchy band.

This group is really going places, I'm sure-take
a bow, boys and girls.

* * *
'REDDY BALLERINI was amazing the lads the
-2- other day. He was blindfolded and the boys
were dropping different coins on the floor, and
Freddy named every coin by the sound it made as
it hit the floor, from a farthing upwards.

Bill Shakespeare finally caught him with a crown.
Try this stunt yourself, and see how hard it is I

* * *

Compliments
from

of The Season
CYRIL SIMONS
and MADGE YOUNG

PICKWICK MUSIC LTD.
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I HEAR from some of the Bill
Saville Band that whilst playing

for a Hunt Ball at Cheltenham
last week they spotted trumpeter
Bert Bullimore, who was staying
at the same hotel, celebrating his
birthday after his date with Stanley
Black in the same town.

With Bert were several of the
boys from the band-apparently
all Bert can remember now is
calling the waiter and ordering
another bottle of giggle water,
then waking up the next morning,
to find he had been sleeping on
the floor of his room instead of
his bed !

It must have been a very happy
lirthday, Bert !

AVERY swell diner came up to Revell Terry's
Trio at the Casanova Restaurant, and asked

bassist -vocalist Bert Daniels, who stands in front,
if the trio could render a little opera.

Bert said he thought they could, and turned to
Revell for discussion. It was decided that some-
thing from "Faust" should be played, which idea
seemed to suit the diner line.

Further discussions went on. then Revell spoke
to the diner. "Sorry we can't oblige you," he said
gravely, "the drummer doesn't know the middle
eight."

* * *
PERHAPS even this is not so good as the very

"posh" diner who came up to the Hedley Ward
Trio, when they were playing at the "Carousel"
some time ago, and demandei to hear "Buckets
And Bones" !

Derek Franklyn had some amusing things to say
about requests-Derek is the bass -vocalist with the
group. "The other night in the provinces we met a
girl who wanted to lInow how many were in our
trio." Quick as lightning Jack McKechnie replied,
"Five, now-we've added trumpet and sax doubling
clarinet."

"I know your signature tune an' all." went on the
girl. "It go=; ... the Hedley Ward Trio are on the
air." When Derek gently pointed out that this was
the signature of the Stargazers, the tormentor
yelled to her girl friend, "Hey, they've got the
Stargazers in the Trio as well."

But the joke was on the Hedley Ward boys in
the end, for as she moved off, the girl asked sweetly,
"Which one of you is Malcolm ?"

And speaking of Malcolm Mitchell, of the
equally famous Trio, reminds me of the slight
gaffe made by Freddy Randall at a provincial con-
cert when he introduced the Hedley Ward boys as
the Mitchell trio. Derek Franklyn, in his first
announcement for the Trio, countered by referring
to Freddy as "Humphrey Lyttelton "

Even then Freddy had the last word-next time
he introduced the Ward boys as the Andrews
Sisters !

* * *
FUNNY story this week comes

from the Norman Long Quartet,
resident at Birmingham Casino.

Syd Lyons, drummer with the
group, was having trouble with
his hi -hat cymbals, and asked Bill
Thorpe, drummer with the Johnny
Hood Band, the Casino's other
resident outfit, to see if he could
find what was causing the muffled
tone.

Bill found it. A gent's suspender
firmly fixed in the mechanism !

Victor Sillester. v$Ito restarted his popular TV Dancing Club series on
Monday. discusses the programme at rehearsal with TV executives

Richard Atton (right) and Keith Rogers (centre).

QOME months ago, Winifred Atwell heard 16-
" year -old Gloria Wenlock singing at a Police
concert at which she was appearing. Winnie was
so impressed with Gloria's ability that she decided
to give her a big helping hand.

Result is young Gloria makes a series i

appearances next week with organist Robinson
Cleaver at the Granada, Welwyn, followed by
part in "Cinderella" at a Sidcup theatre.

IT would seem that the Stanley Black Band are
2- very sport -minded, for in addition to the
snooker tournament now running with several of
the boys taking part, they are arranging a ping-
pong section, and four of the lads are keen horse -
riders. Derek Grossmith, one of the horsey
gentlemen, stopped a nasty kick last week, by the
way.

Oh yes-and then there's the poker school, of
course !

* * *
WHO was the eminent conductor who told a well-

known dance bassist, who turned up on a
straight film recording session with his five -string
bass, "Go home and take your toys with you " ?

Don't say you haven't been warned, bass players !
* * *

IN these days of continual pleading of poverty by
the BBC, I wonder why they don't put out o.er

the Home or Light programmes some of the shows
that go out on the Overseas Service ?

For instance, every Friday night there is the
"Mr. Music" show in which our leading ligh
orchestras and dance musicians broadcast. All these
shows are great listening, and cost, I believe
several hundreds of pounds. but they only go ou,
Overseas. Why, I wonder ?

* * *
PIANIST -arranger -yachtsman Dennis Wilson tell,

me he has now joined Southern Music a, a

staff arranger. As one of the best arrangers arounc
town, Southern have made a good catch here.

Christmas greetings-

: from

REGINALD

TILSLEY

!?%!iz41P1:44.41P:4..^4t$13A1P:kiAlP§

Best Wishes to Everyone

for Christmas and the

New Year from

KEITH PROW SE
AND CO., LTD.

REG EVANS + TOMMY HUDSON

JACKSON POTTER + ALBERT SIMNER
:4.



4 NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS CHRISTMAS ISSUE Friday, December 18, 1953

0'4.AtrA-044.4P.401.*PAIPIA0%..*$!!'4141:1P.4.4470.,0 IgNitAINIO*P1.40§4ft-IP.44

[Me Secuon,Po teetinga J. ate

Ftretfiell'5 trttill0
from

NOCTURNE
RECORDS

FOR CHRISTMAS

POPULAR, JAZZ, CLASSICAL
LONG PLAYING (All labels)

ALL THE TOP TWENTY IN STOCK

NOCTURNE RECORDS
18 KNIGHTSBRIDGE, S.W.1

Telephone: SLOane 7918

Hearty Christmas Wishes

To ill from the

RADIO REVELLERS
"Bags of Turkey, Pudding with Holly on-listening

to 'Oh My Papa'-on Polygon"

Greetings and Best

Wishes to all

My Friends

HARRY
ROCHE

ori5tma5
rerting5

from

HAROLD
SMART

Christmas
Greetings

to All
My. Friends
GOFF
LOVE gA
6raton'o ffr:reetino

from

FRANK
KING

AND HIS MUSIC
Resident :

Jack of Clubs

BILLIE
ANTHONY

Ortetino
and all Good

Wishes for 1954
from the

DENNY
TERMER

TRIO
STORK ROOM, REGENT ST., W.1

Best Wishes to all my
Friends in the business

from

HERBERT W. WILCOX

presenting all that's
best in bands and

artistes.
4 Earlham St.:

Cambridge Circus,
London, W.C.2
TEMple Bar 1762

Season's
Greetings from

JACK
NEWMAN
AND HIS ORCHESTRA

The Best for
1954

4,

Hearties?
reetings for
Christmas

and The 5Vew Tear
from the

RABIN
ORGANISATION

Bell Wishes
for a

Happy Chriscimas

ALMA WARREN

I would like to wish you all
As Christmas time draws near

Good Health, Good Wealth and
Happiness,

and a Very Bright New Year

BILLY FORREST
SUITE 19, 38 JOHN BRIGHT STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 1

Wishing you a

RECORD

Christmas

GEOFFREY
EVERITT

Every good Wish
froth

GEORGE FIERSTONE

SEASON'S GREETINGS FROM

PETE PAYNE
Delta Jazz Club

South London Jazz Club
PAYNE'S MUSIC SHOP

213 Bromley Road, London, S.E.6
HiTher Green 3134

Seasonal Greetings fro::

'"`LEN BEADLE
`JAZZ IN THE BIG BAND MANNER' ORCHESTRA

from

Mr. & Mrs. LESLIE DOUGLAS
NAN SHAW and 'THE BOYS'

Resident Season-
HIGH STREET BATHS, MANCHESTER

Christmas Greetings
and

Best Wishes for the
New Year from

R. BRAMSON MUSIC SERVICE
& CLARION PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICE

ROSIE BRAMSON  TONY FONES  FRED BUTT
16a ST. GILES HIGH ST., W.C.2 TEM 7885

Season's threetings
from

DAVE
DAVANI

AND HIS SEXTET
AV

Christmas
Greetings and
Best Wishes

from

MARIA
PERILLI

Best Wishes
from THE

TONY
KINSEY

TRIO with
TOMMY WHITTLE

Thanks for
Everything

..A 31erry
Christmas

MURIEL
SMITH

Season's Compliments
FROM

THE IMESON BROS. BAND

AND

GEORGE COOTE

FREmantle 1865
or

EALing 0457

Wishing all the
WME' Readers

Sincere Christmas
Greetings from
Bournemouth

IVOR
RAYMONDE

AND HIS MUSIC
Next broadcast "Workers' Playtime"

-January 14th

ra5on'5 rteting5
PHIL (Mr. FOOD) RABIN, FAMILY
and STAFF WISH YOU ALL

A Merry Xmas and
A Happy New Year

YOUR NEW YEAR RESOLUTION-
" THE FRANKFURTER BAR "
39 GT. WINDMILL ST., PICCADILLY, W.1
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WE'LL LOVE YOU, MR. B !
BILLY ECKSTINE

"What Are You Doing New
Year's Eve ?"

" Christmas Eve "
(MGM 694)

A
KNOW it's an old number, but

I just had to write a few
words about the great Mister
Eckstine. His distinctive style has
never been shown off to better
advantage than on this terrific side.

And, by the way, get a load of
the orchestra-background music
at its best ; I like the seasonal
arrangement.

Billy's diction is perfect, and
what a great stylist he is. Not
everybody's bread and butter, but
if you go for Billy, don't miss this
one.

A friend once described Eck-
stine as a singer's singer. Well, I'm
a horrible singer, but I like this
second side, and I reckon I repre-
sent the average record fan.

"Christmas Eve " is a really
beautiful song, and 100% better
than about fifty other Christmas
songs that I know.

Full marks again to the
orchestra, directed by Lionel New-
man. When are you coming to
the British Isles, Mr. Eckstine ?
We'll love you.

RHYTHM
ECORDS

JACK PARNELL AND HIS
MUSIC MAKERS

"Dragnet"
"Fuller Bounce"

(Parlophone R.3773)***
HERE is yet another version of

the ever -popular "Dragnet"-
th:o time a very spirited version by
Jack Parnell's fine band. The
attack of the trumpets is abso-
lutely first-class ; in fact, the
whole band clay extremely well.

My one criticism is the rather
dragging tom-tom beat that goes on
behind the main theme and even this
may be due to a time lag in the
studio.

However, "Fuller Bounce" is to
me the better number. Written by
Jack it contains a good melodic line
based on the ever popular two -beat
rhythm

The dynamics displayed here are
possibly the best that this outfit has
put on record. The trumpet solo,
although short, is excellent, and ihe
manner in which this sometimes wild
band plays together is absolutely
first-class. For all the Parnell fans
this disc is a must.

;ON
TED HEATH AND HIS MUSIC

"Seven Eleven"
"Lullaby Of Birdland"

(Decca F.10200)***

HERE
is another Heath offering

to tickle the palate of even the
most rabid fan. Throughout the
whole of "Seven Eleven" the Heath

..; maintain a great beat, and all
of the solos are good. The precision
for which this band is famous is
present in large quantities, but what
is u- usual for an English recording
is the terrific excitement that lasts
through the whole side.

"Birdland" is the well known
Shearing number played in Ted's
popular two -beat style. The cute
melody of the original is carefully
preserved, and although the brass do
not display the attack usually asso-
ciated with Mr. Heath, the rhythm
section deserve full marks.

I am sure that anyone who has
heard Ted play these numbers in
person will wish to keep this record,

Pop Records reviewed by the famous
Radio Luxembourg disc -jockey

GEOFFREY EVERITT

Billy Eckstine, who gets
from our reviewer this

a rave
week.

Reviewed by
REG OWEN

and for those who have bands/
of their own, the arrangements are
being published.

.4%

THE RADIO REVELLERS
" Oh, My Papa "

"Don't Ever Leave Me"
(Polygon P.1092)

THESE boys have obviously
spent many hours rehearsing

this title before going into the
recording studio.

I applaud this attitude to record -
making, and the result is a first-
class side.

Perhaps it's a little too elabo-
rate, and as a seller it might have
had a better chance if it had
started on the chorus.

But make no mistake about it,
this is a fine side, and the result
of much hard work. If only
some of our younger singers
would pay this much attention to
detail.

Another good side on the flip,
but I think I can safely say that,
although the melody is good, it is
not really strong enough to make
this a real big seller. But not all
good records sell, so let's forget
that point for a moment.

Get this record, friends, it's
excellent value.

JULIUS LA ROSA
"Eh Cumpari "

"Till They've All Gone Home"
(London L.1218)

THIS is real commercial corn,
and at times one is led to

believe that Spike Jones and his
City Slickers are providing the
musical backing for Julius La
Rosa, who sings throughout in
Italian.

It's certainly entertaining, and
even if you can't understand a
single word of Italian, you'll get
plenty of kicks out of this very
excellent comedy number.

This second side Julius decides
to sing in English, and I'm sorry
to say I don't like it. I may be
a spoil -sport, but honestly I'm not
prepared to give Mr. La Rosa
many marks for this side.

He sings badly, and I can think
of at least half a dozen male
singers on this side of the Atlantic
who could have made Julius sound
almost a novice !

402
GUY LOMBARDO AND HIS

ROYAL CANADIANS
" Ricochet "

Bridge Of Sighs"
(Brunswick 05219)

MANY of my friends in the
Alley will probably laugh at

me for even considering reviewing
a Guy Lombardo record. Let
them laugh, for this is your music
and mine.

It's easy on the ear, it's simple,
and it's good to dance to. The
vocal is good enough not to put
you off. Here's the rich man's
Silvester in sparkling form.

For well over twenty years Guy
Lombardo and his Royal Cana-
dians have stood their ground,
and they have seen many great
names pass by. Why do they sur-
vive ? Listen to " Ricochet and

ERIC JUPP AND HIS
ORCHESTRA
"Doina Voda"

"Jog Trot"
(Columbia DB.3378)***

CONSIDERING all the fuss made
about this new band's first

record, I must confess that I was a
little disappointed. Admittedly, the
ten -piece brass section is magnificent,
but unfortunately the saxes and
rhythm do not match up to them.
and the ensemble, although precise, is
very rigid and certainly does not
swing. The arrangements, as is to be
expected from the pen of Eric Jupp,
are very good, but the overall effect
(this may be due to indifferent re-
cording), is very English-if you
know what I mean !

However, as the debut of a new
recording band it is a very good
effort, and I'm looking forward to
hearing Eric's next issue.

CYRIL STAPLETON AND HIS
ORCHESTRA

"Lazy Mambo"
"Skin Deep"

(Decca F.10199)***

THIS
is a very good issue by Mr.

Stapleton and his Merry Men ;
in fact, I've never heard Cyril's
boys play better ! The melody is one
that will obviously catch on, and the
whole band sounds as if it really
feels the arrangement which, by the

j, is fine.
"Skin Deep" is another Lou Bell -

son drum feature-except that in this
case the skin -bashing is done by Jock
Cummings. As a composition, this
doesn't rate with Bellson's first opus
"The Hawk Talks," and at times the
band sounds quite dated. If only they
could feel this tempo as well as that
on the other side

However, this disc is certainly
worth while adding to your collec-
tion-just for the fine rendition of
"Lazy Mambo."

VOGUE RECORDS
Wish all fans a Merry Christmas and we hope you

have a pleasant time with some of these L.P's in

your collection-we recommend them
LDE 044
WE 043
I.DE 038
LDE 037
WE 036
WE 035

WE 034
I.DE 033

LDE 032

IDE 031

Stilt Jackson Quintet.
Lionel Hampton Vol. I.
Lu natters Vol. II.
Turk Murphy.
Firehouse Five 4- 2
Duke Ellington's
Coronets.
Errol Garner Trio.
Dizzy Gillespie with
Strings.
Sir Charles Thompson
with Charlie Parker.
Gerry Mulligan Quartet
Vol. III.

LDE 030

LDE 029

I.DE 028
LDE 025

LDE 015
LDE 014
LDE 010
LDE 009
LDE 031
LDE 007
EDE 004

Gerry Mulligan Quartet
Vol. II.
Gerry Mulligan Quartet
Vol. I.
Stiles Davis Vol. I.
Sidney Bechet Blue Note
Jazzmen.
Muggsy Spanier.
Ralph Sutton.
Bud Powell Trio Vol. I.
La Walters Vol. L
Jazz off The Air Vol. IL
Jazz off The Air Vol. I.
Charlie Parker Vol. I.

VOGUE RECORDS LTD., 83, Charlotte St., W.1. Mus 3573

NME
MUSIC

S
BEST SELLING POP

RECORDS IN BRITAIN
Last This

Week
1 ANSWER ME

Frankie Leine (Philips)
L 2 ANSWER ME

David Whitfield (Decca)
3 3 LET'S HAVE A PARTY

Winifred Atwell (Philips)
- 4 SWEDISH RHAPSODY

Ray Martin (Columbia)
4 5 SWEDISH RHAPSODY

Mantovani (Decca)
- 8 OH MEIN PAPA

Eddie Calvert (Columbia)
8 7 I SAW MOMMY KISSING SANTA

CLAUS
Beverley Sisters (Philips)

8 S I SAW MOMMY KISSING SANTA
CLAUS

Jimmy Boyd (Columbia)
5 9 CHICKA BOOM

Guy Mitchell (Philips)
7 10 CRYING IN THE CHAPEL

Lee Lawrence (Decca)
- 11 I SAW MOMMY KISSING SANTA

CLAUS
Billy Gotten (Decca)

9 12 WISH YOU WERE HERE
Eddie Fisher (HMV)

- 12 CLOUD LUCKY 7
Guy Mitchell (Philips)

Copyright by the New musical
Express, 1952.

This chart is compiled from weekly
returns made to us by the largest record
retailers ihroughout the country, based

on their actual sales figures.

RECORDS MOST PLAYED

BY U.S. DISC JOCKEYS
Last This

Week
Last This

Week
1 Rags To Riches Tony Bennett

3 2 You, You. You Ames Bros.
2 3 Ebb Tide Frank Chackadeld
4 4 Many Times Eddie Fisher
5 5 Ricochet Teresa Brewer
9 6 Changing Partners Patti Page

- 7 Oh Mein Papa Eddie Calvert
7 8 Eli Cumpari Julius La Rosa
7 9 Stranger In Paradise

Tony Bennett
6 10 Vaya Con Dios L. Paul -M. Ford

L2 10 To Be Alone Hilltoppers
- 12 Baby, Baby, Baby Teresa Brewer
11 13 Istanbul Four Lads
19 14 That's Amore. Dean Martin
13 15 You Alone Perry Como
- 16 Stranger in Paradise Four Aces
17. 17 Changing Partners Kay Starr
- 18 Ebb Tide Vic Damone
In 19 Love Walked In Hilltoppers
- 20 South Or The Border

Frank Sinatra

BEST SELLING SHEET

MUSIC (BRITAIN)
Last This

Week
1 1 ANSWER ME (Bourne)
2 2 I SAW MOMMY KISSING SANTA

CLAUS (Morris)
3 3 POPPA PICCOLINO (Sterling)
4 4 SWEDISH RHAPSODY

(C. & C.) 2s.
5 5 WHEN YOU HEAR BIG BEN

(Box & Cox)
6 8 VAYA CON DIOS (Maddox)

10 7 RICOCHET (Victoria)
13 8 RAGS TO RICHES (Chappell)

9 9 CHICKA BOOM (Dash)
14 10 IF YOU LOVE ME (World Wide)
7 11 WISH YOU WERE HERE

(Chappell)
11 12 MOURN ROUGE (C. & C.) 2s.
12 13 ETERNALLY (LIMELIGHT)

(Bourne) 2s.
8 14 I BELIEVE (Cinephonic)
13 15 CRYING IN THE CHAPEL

(Morris)
- 16 WHEN SANTA GOT STUCK UP

THE CHIMNEY (M. Brine)
- 17 OH MY PA -PA (P. Maurice)
20 18 FLIRTATION WALTZ (Bourne)
16 19 YOU YOU YOU (Mellin)
24 20 THE GOLDEN TANGO

(L, Wright)
19 21 BIG 'EAD (L. Wright)
17 22 BRIDGE OF SIGHS

(P. Maurice)
- 23 ISTANBUL (Aberhach)
22 24 WHERE DID MY SNOWMAN

GO (Polyphone)

BEST SELLING POP

RECORDS IN THE U.S.
East This

Week
Last This

Week
1 1 Rags To Riches Tony Bennett
2 2 Ebb Tide Frank Chacksfleid
7 3 That's Amore Dean Martin
6 4 Ricochet Teresa Brewer
3 5 Vaya Con Dios L. Paul -M. Ford
5 6 Eh Compari Julius La Rosa
4 7 You, You, lion Ames Bros.
9 8 Changing Partners Patti Page

20 9 Oh Mein Papa Eddie Calvert
16 10 Santa Baby Earths Kitt

8 Ill Many Times Eddie Fisher
10 12 Istanbul Four Lads
13 13 You Alone Perry Como
- 14 Stranger In Paradise

Tony Bennett
15 Stranger In Paradise Four Aces
16 Changing Partners Kay Starr
16 Oh Pee Wee Hunt
17 I See The Moon Mariners
19 Oh My Papa Eddie Fisher

20 20 Heart Of My Heart Four Aces
U.S. charts by courtesy of

"

An unusual NME picture of Lou Preager and his Orchestra making
their first records this week for the Polygon label. Lou has been off
the wax far too long, and first reports suggest that he and his boys

have really pulled something out of the record bag.
the answer is easy.

No fancy arrangements, even
the singer fails to get his name
on the label, but they never forget
the melody.

STAN FREBERG AND DAWS
BUTLER

" Christmas Dragnet "
(Parts 1 and 2)

(Capitol CL.10419)
HERE'S the incredible, fabulous,

silly, mad and famous Stan
Freberg. What can 1 say about
this great star ?

Don't let the title fool you as
it did me, but I will warn you
that this is just the thing to
follow roast turkey and Christmas
pudding.

It's very, very clever, but, of
course, music lovers will hate it,
so will the many lovers of Johnnie
Ray and Frankie Laine, who pre-
fer a rather different type of
entertainment. Anyway, it's good
fun, and you'll have lots of laughs
from it.

19

10
17

BEST SELLING SHEET MUSIC (U.S.)
Last This

Week
1 I Ebb Tide
2 2 Vaya Con Dios
7 3 Changing Partner*
5 4 You, You, You
6 4 Rags To Riches
4 6 Many Times- 6 I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa

Claus
13 8 White Christmas
14 9 Rudolph The Red -Nosed Reindeer

10 I0 Stranger In Paradise
3 it Ricochet

19 12 Fro,ty The Snowman
19 13 Winter Wonderland
8 14 Crying In The Chapel
t l5 Mission Of St. Augustine

- 16 Santa baby
- L7 Santa (Ult. IS Coming TO Town
16 18 I See The Moon
- 19 No Other Love
- 20 Silver Bella

PEGGY TAYLOR
"A Fool In Love "

" Tani"
(Columbia DB.3402)

MISS TAYLOR is an American
girl who has recently been

appearing in cabaret and on tele-
vision in this country.

She is obviously most talented,
but unfortunately fails to impress
on " A Fool In Love."

You've got to be a good singer
to sell this number, and Peggy's

wonderful personality, which is so
obvious on TV, is of no use to her
on this occasion.

Yes, please, Miss Taylor, I'll
have some " Tani," for this time
you are busting with personality,
and you sing as if you haven't a
care in the world.

I believe this is a Spanish
melody, and it could be a hit.

The orchestra is in good form,
and supply a most effective
backing.

ALMA COGAN
"The Moon Is Blue "

"Ricochet "
(HMV B.10615)

A FEW weeks ago I was out-
spoken in my remarks con-

cerning one of Miss Cogan's
records. As if to say, " I'll show
that geezer what a fool he is."
Alma comes up with something
that is really first class.

This girl is full of talent, but
she needs an orchestra with plenty
of beat and drive behind her.

Alma, I don't think you need
strings behind you, and I feel most
sincerely that this is the kind of
backing that suits you best.

Better late than never is cer-
tainly true in this case, for "Rico-
chet" is a good side, and I am
more than delighted to notice that
here is a girl paying great atten-
tion to diction.

Don't ever lose that lovely
laugh in your voice, Alma, and if
you can add a little more warmth
to it, you'll be a real winner.

GREAT NEWS FOR
ALL JAZZ FANS

Eight Long Playing Records

Featuring some of the Biggest Names in

Classic Jazz
REDISCOVERED FATS WALLER SOLOS

(Recorded from piano rolls made in 1923 and 1926,
and never before issued on records)

AL 3507
MA RAINEY-Vol. I

AL 3502
LOUIS ARMSTRONG PLAYS THE BLUES

Accompanying, with members of FLETCHER
HENDERSON'S ORCHESTRA, TRIXIE SMITH, MA RAINEY,

and GRANT AND WILSON
AL 3501

JOHNNY DODOS-Vol. 1
AL 3505

NEW ORLEANS HORNS
KING OLIVER, FREDDIE KEPPARD, BERNIE YOUNG

and CHARLES A. MATSON
AL 3509

THE FOLK BLUES OF BLIND LEMON JEFFERSON
AL 3508

MUGGSY, TESCH AND THE CHICAGOANS
AL 3503

PIONEERS OF BOOGIE WOOGIE
MEADE LUX LEWIS, WESLEY WALLACE, CHARLIE

COW -COW DAVENPORT, BLIND LEROY GARNETT,
CHARLIE SPAND and HENRY BROWN

AL 3506

G.00X001Y
.4./vi 1, ARCHIVE EERIEs,

LONG PLAYING 33 r.p.m. RECORDS
Luskin division of Ths Decca Record Company Ltd., 1.3 Brixton Road, LOOSI9M, S.Wa
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MIKE BUTCHER gets a 'doll' for Christmas
It's VIVIAN BLAINE

" SAY Mike, how'd you like
a doll for Christmas ?

The Editor looked across at
me with a roguish twinkle
sparking his steely -grey eyes.

"Rag, rubber or Runyan ? "
I countered, wondering what
the heck ...

" Right third time ! I'm
going to give you Vivian
Blaine ! " replied the Great
Executive, ignoring the shrill
demands of the platinum tele-
phone on his solid gold desk.

" For keeps ? " I choked,
swallowing my acid drop.

" For exactly five minutes "
roared the August Tycoon, sum-
p- oning six slaves* with a blast on
the office ophicleide. " You will
provide Mr. Butcher with a pencil
and six quires of paper ! " he
snapped at the buck -toothed one
on the right. " The rest of you
will carry him to the Coliseum.
Except Miss Bloggs, who will stay
here while I dictate to her." The
pretty brunette on the left opened
her notebook.

" It is now 5.45 p.m.," the Deific
Personage concluded. " You will
report back to me at 5.50 with
Miss Blaine's complete life -story

*EDITOR'S Nom: Mike Butcher
has the Christmas feeling, of
course, and his facts are wrong.
My telephone is solid gold and it's
my desk that's platinum, while
there were seven slaves-not six.

inscribed in copperplate. Press
time is 5.51." We bowed, made
our exit backwards, and hit the
road.

THE girl who portrays dumb,
beautiful Adelaide in " Guys

and Dolls " every night, filling
London's giant Coliseum Theatre
to overflowing, seems even more
beautiful offstage. But she surely
isn't dumb !

Vivian Blaine didn't just stumble
into success. She planned hard
and worked harder for it. In fact,
when she had already found fame
in Hollywood she intentionally
threw it away, and started out all
over again. Because the reputation
she had made was not the kind of
reputation she wanted.

Like all good stories, however,
Miss Blaine's should begin at the
beginning, so let's climb aboard
the NME time machine and fly
back to Newark, New Jersey, just
halfway through the nineteen -
twenties, where and when our star
was born.

Her childhood was quite
customary, and though Vivian's
father was-and is - a local
theatrical producer of some stand-
ing, the little girl had no clearly
defined show business ambitions at
first. Even after she had sampled
a first, sweet taste of applause
when dancing the Black Bottom in
public at the age of three

She sang with society bands
while still at school-just for fun,
and for the pocket money provided
by such activities. Then, when she

V JAZZ

LOUIS ARMSTRONG
AND HIS ALL STARS
DLP 1015

" FATS " WALLER
AND HIS RHYTHM
DLP 1008

DUKE ELLINGTON
AND HIS FAMOUS
ORCHESTRA DLP 1007

MODERN JAll PIANO
DLP 1022

JELLY ROLL MORTON
AND HIS RED HOT
PEPPERS DLP 1016

goraty toe top
KEN MACKINTOSH'S

" The Creep"
Coupling Tootle-lo-siana

78 r.p.m. BD 1295

Give Record Tokens for Christmas

"HIS MASTER'S VOICE"

33'I, r.p.m. Records
THE GRAMOPHONE CO. LTD. (RECORDS DIVISION)

GREAT CASTLE STREET, LONDON ICS

was sixteen, Vivian played a
couple of summer holiday dates
with a bigger -time batoneer, one
Jay Mills.

The following year found her
with Charlie Barnet's important
outfit for a short spell, then with a
good, but short-lived group led by
ex -Jimmy Dorsey trombonist
Bobby Byrne. She thought no
more of returning to school, or of
a non-musical career, after that !
Though one thing that the teenage
Miss Blaine did not want was to be
classified as " just another band
vocalist."

Greek !
She therefore took a two-week

booking, with options, as a soloist
at Manhattan's Governor Clinton
Hotel. Four months later she was
still there, and undoubtedly could
have stayed for at least another
four, so well -received was her act.

But Eddie Varzos, musical
director at the St. Moritz Hotel,
made her an offer to move uptown
to his place, and feeling that it
was time she made a change, any-
way, Vivian moved.

The St. Moritz is a ritzy estab-
lishment, largely populated by
affluent Greek business men. They
loved the new singer, and she in
turn loved appearing before them.
Except for one thing. Sometimes
one of them would request a song
in his native tongue, and Vivian
knew not a single work of Greek!

She took her problem to band-
leader Varzos, and he thought of
an ideal solution. He would
teach her the language, and Miss
Blaine's worries would be over.

In a little restaurant when the
evening's work was through,
Vivian and Eddie got together
night after night, drinking in-
numerable cups of coffee and
wrestling with the strange, for-
bidding lyrics of Greek hits until
the lady could pronounce them
perfectly.

She never did find out what most
of them meant, but phonetically,
Vivian rated an A -plus. The
Greek clientele at the St. Moritz
started trying to engage her in
conversation, thinking that she was
a compatriot !

Hollywood
Miss Blaine's St. Moritz book-

ing was another two-week affair
which extended itself over four
months. But her next engagement
was shorter. She was working the
Glass Hat Room of yet another
New York hotel, the Belmont -
Plaza, when Lou Schreiber,
second -in -command at the fabu-
lous Twentieth Century Fox Pic-
ture Corporation, saw her photo-
graph in the paper, saw her show
and asked her to travel to the West
Coast for a movie test.

Thinking that nothing of im-
portance would come out of
Schreiber's offer, Vivian neverthe-
less decided to take a chance. And
so she packed her grip and set off
for Hollywood.

Her test was successful, but her
first few pictures weren't. They
were conventional B features of no
pretended merit.

They did give the newcomer to
filmdom valuable experience in the
medium however, and the best of
them did more than that. It was a
Laurel and Hardy opus entitled
" Jitterbugs," a reasonably hilari-
ous comedy which held up the
laughs long enough for Vivian to
sing " The Moon Kissed the
Mississippi," not a great ballad but
a reasonably good one.

She gave the song all she had
got, more than sufficient for the
Fox moguls, who forthwith ear-
marked her for a starring role in
their next big Technicolor musical,
" Greenwich Village."

With her fair hair dyed red, and
publicised as " The Cherry
Blonde," Vivian subsequently
appeared in a strong string of box-
office sensations, and the hit num-
bers she introduced in these pro-
ductions had the music publishers
calling her a friend for life.

In " Something For The Boys "
she sang the Cole Porter title song.
In " Nob Hill " she was assigned
" I Don't Care Who Knows It," "I
Walked In," and " On San Fran-
cisco Bay."

" Doll Face " (released in Britain
as " Come Back to Me "), gave us
" Somebody's Walking In My
Dreams." " Three Little Girls In

1P1..grOcli%!..W*§
Birmingham
JOHNNY HOOD has had a

change in his outfit's front line
at Birmingham Casino. Tenorist
Ron Plummer joins him in place
of Ronnie West, who has returned
to Trevor Brookes, resident at
Cheltenham Town Hall. Ron
comes from the Eric L awe
Orchestra.

At present Johnny is in need of a
good pianist -arranger and lead tenor
sax. Johnny is also interested in hear-
ing from any modern arrangers with
original ideas for scoring for his
current line-up of trombone, alto, two
tenors, baritone and three rhythm.

Personnel of the Johnny Hood
Orchestra is Eric Noble (trombone);
Jimmy Wallace (lead tenor); Ron
Plummer (tenor); Wally Johnstone
(baritone); Bill Matthews (piano);
Ralph Bryson (bass); Billy Thorpe
(drums); Linda Rey (vocals) and
Johnny Hood fronting on alto.

!r...44tiN
BRITISH singing star, Celia

Lipton, daughter of famous
bandleader Sydney Lipton, opened
for a new show in New York last
Thursday called "Almanac," which
also included British comedy
queen, Hermione Gingold, and the
outstanding new American singer,
Harry Bela fonte.

Celia's opening coincided with her
father's twenty-one years at Gros-
venor House celebration, held at that
venue (reported above).

Blue " had the world endorsing
" Somewhere In The Night," and
" On The Broadwalk " as inter-
preted by Vivian.

Films
And in " State Fair," she

launched those evergreen Rodgers
and Hammerstein creations,
"That's For Me," and " It's a
Grand Night for Singing." This
was Vivian's most memorable
movie by far, and in yet another
song from the production she gave
us a first glimpse of the part she
now plays in London, when with
a hard, brittle " Adelaide " accent
she sang the verse of " Isn't It
Kinda Fun ? "

" I'm not a girl for sentimental
tripe,
I wouldn't go for the Romeo
type. . . . "

Yet, despite the plaudits she was
winning from Press and public
alike, Miss Blaine was not happy
in Hollywood. " State Fair " was
one of the great musicals of all
time, but in her other portrayals,
Vivian found herself occupying a
big, wide rut.

" I always sat in the window,
sang the pretty song and kissed the

pretty boy " she protests. So after
an international goodwill tour
sponsored by Twentieth Century
Fox in 1947, which brought her to
the London Casino among other
British venues, Miss Blaine asked
for a release from her contract-
and got it.

She wanted a theatrical back-
ground of the toughest kind, and
in her own words, I played every
kind of tank town, and learned the
business from the ground up, I
was in operetta and repertory.
Except for a four -week stand at
the Copacabana in New York, I
was in obscurity, too. But that's
the way it had to be. I had come
up too fast. At last I could learn
to be an artist, or at least, have a
darn good try ! "

Success
The try was converted. With

two tough touring years behind
her, Vivian was there when the
" Guys and Dolls " auditions were
held in the spring of 1950. No
need to tell you the result !

But to give us some idea of the
birth and growth of a musical
play, let's ask Vivian herself to
take up the story again :gookop.tog.tokop

Sydney Lipton's 21st

At the Sydney Lipton 21st birthday party. The top picture shows Jim
Davidson, Henry Hall and Cyril Stapleton toasting Sydney, while in the
bottom picture, a group of celebrities includes Edmundo Ros,
Mantovani, Jack Hylton, Ted Heath, Johnnie Gray, Bill McGufBe,

Frank Deniz, etc.
MUSICAL personalities gathered in force at a Cocktail Party at

Grosvenor House last Thursday (10th), given by the directors to
celebrate Sydney Lipton's twenty-one years' band residency at
Grosvenor House. Several former members of the Lipton orchestra,

who are today bandleaders in their
own right, were at this party, in-
cluding Ted Heath, Johnnie Gray,
Frank Weir, Harry Hayes, Bill
McGuffie and Cyril Grantham.

Other bandleaders present included
famous pre-war leaders Jack Hylton
and Henry Hall, in addition to Cyril
Stapleton, Carroll Gibbons, Manto-
vani, Edmundo Ros, Maurice Win
nick, Frank Deniz, Felix King, Harry
Rabinowitz, etc. Also present were
Jim Davidson, Maurice Burman, Rex
North, Maurice Kinn, etc.

From his daughter, Celia, in New
York? Sydney received a very nice
surprise in the shape of a miniature
gold violin, together with recordings
of several good -luck messages from
other members of the cast with
whom she is appearing on Broadway.

The directors of Grosvenor House
provided a special birthday cake for
the occasion.

" When we started, all that was
written was one song, Adelaide's
Lament.' I was given time out to
work on it, to try and create a
character. This I did, and thank
heaven, the producers were satis-
fied.

" Next, after the book and
Frank Loesser's music and lyrics
were more or less set, a try -out
run was arranged for Philadelphia.
It was a very different show from
the one you see to -day, though !

" For one thing, A Bushel and
a Peck' used to open the second
act. Take Back Your Mink'
wasn't even in the score. Secondly,
that swell song which Lizbeth
Webb now interprets, If I Were a
Bell,' was sung by me.

" I appreciated the number's
quality, but however I sang R-
and I almost went as far as stand-
ing on my head in the dozens of
attempts I made-I just couldn't
make it fit the personality of Ade-
laide. Then Frank Loesser had
the idea of assigning it to Sarah,
the ingenne lead part. But
Bell' isn't at all ingenuous, so

how could it be integrated ?

Bands
" Suddenly Frank had another

brainwave. He'd get Sarah drunk
in Act 1, so she could let her hair
down, so to speak. And hey
presto, it worked like a charm !"

Vivian played Adelaide for
more than two years on Broadway,
taking a sixteen -week break mid-
way to return to Hollywood for an
extravaganza, " Skirts Ahoy."

Her records of the " Guys and
Dolls" songs (Brunswick), the
first she had ever made, proved so
saleable that she has now been
signed to a Parlophone contract.
Before coming to London with the
show last spring, she also estab-
lished a fine TV reputation for
herself in the States, appearing in
the series, "These Two," which
was seen by twenty-six million
people three times a week.

Vivian also guest starred- on
radio and TV with innumerable
top-flight bands, including those
of Carmen Cavallaro, Jimmy
Dorsey, Ray Noble, Charlie
Spivak and Sonny Dunham.

It is Miss Blain's ambition to
progress, to achieve even greater
versatility and renown, but it's hard
to see how she can move any
higher. For if London's show
world is a Christmas tree, then
Vivian is the fairy on top.

" And long may she stay
there 1 " says this starry-eyed old
scribe !
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CHRISTMAS DAV in the WORKHOUSE .1_,
BBC 'Scrooge' and Dance Band 'Tiny Tim'

make the headlines this Christmas
" PEACE On Earth And Good

Will To All Men " it says on
the cards, and a very noble
thought, too.

Unfortunately, it's also on the
care that a lot of people are not
going to find it easy to reconcile
themselves to this sentiment, and
after a glance at the BBC's Christ-
mas band schedule, I, for one, feel
resentful at the spirit of Scrooge
pervading the planners' den.

What possible reason can there
be Lir the pittance offered on one
of the year's most joyous occa-
sions, Christmas Eve ?

Twenty-four hours.
Two bands - Vic Lewis and

Victor Silvester. This, incidentally,
is one less than the Thursday this
week !

CHRISTMAS DAY. Admittedly,
this is a Holy Day, but if the
powers -that -be find that jazz and
religion don't mix, why have
bands at all during that period.
instead of giving us only Loss,
Heath and Winstone ? Two bands
less than this Friday.

Alfgu0
BOXING DAY. Now. here is

an occasion when neither religious
scruples, nor any other reason
than personal antagonism cap be
offered as an excuse for putting
the screws on dance music.

This is the day when millions of
peot,ie let their hair down and
kick their legs up. So what are we
offered ?

The same number as this Satur-
day, minus "Jazz Club." The list ?
Billy Ternent and Oscar Rabin,
around noon. The usual Show
Band programme with jokes in the
afternoon, followed by the Tune-
ful Twenties (The Pensioners' Jazz
Club).

Late dance music, if you please,
is to be provided by Victor
Silvester once again, and Sydney
Thompson.

I have no complaints against
Mr. Silvester and Co., i . their
right environment, that is, to
cater for dancers who wish to strut
with stately gait as laid down in
the book.

Nor against Sydney Thompson
who caters for the Victor Silvester-
ites of an even earlier era. But
with the promise of a Sunday rest
next day on top of all the other
inclinations to do away with inhibi-
tion, who could possibly find the
brand of music even a slight
incentis ?

No, this whole pathetic business
has all the signs of a governing
body either totally unsuitable to
measure the pulse of the people,
or else (what is more likely) of
putting their fingers to their nose
at these who are currently agitat-
ing for a correct compliance with
the public's wish for more dance
music.

After all, even Scrooge gave
Tiny Tins a break at Christmas

RADIO
REVIEWS

by
JACK

BENTLEY

RONNIE SCOTT AND
ORCHESTRA

10.20 p.m. 8.12.53. Light.

MUCH has been said for, and a
HI lot has been hinted against, the
installing of this group as a broad-
casting proposition. Latterly, I have
been amongst the former and after
hearing this performance I am still of
the opinion that there is a place on
radio for the wares that Mr. Scott
has for sale

In saying this, however, it is
necessary to add a rider which says

Happily recovered from the recen
car accident, in which he fractured
his skull, singer Bob Harvey, has
been scoring in the TV "Quite
Contrary " series, and on his own
" Take It Easy " radio programmes.
He is now back at the Carousel
Rot,.., 96, Piccadilly, W., where he
has been in residence for three years.

"providing the BBC change their
attitude towards jazz as a whole."

In the first place, what was pur-
veyed here might have been a beni-
son to the informed ear, but for the
dancer it was impossible. To those
who like dance music, an enigma ;

to ,the average listener, a noise ; and
for the anti -jazz clique, a formidable
weapon in their armoury.

It, therefore, seems the only solu-
tion, if the BBC ever decide to play
fair with all minorities, is to adopt
a policy that I have often suggested.
Give sincere and unadulterated jazz
a permanent spot on the Third Pro-
gramme

Regarding the performance given
here, the highlights were some fine
solos from Mr. Scott himself, Jimmie
Deuchar avec trumpet and some of
the nicest handling of a mellophone
I've yet to hear. Some of the
arrangements also deserved more
than a pat on the back.

Against this, one got the impres-
sion throughout that everyone was
trying to make the group sound like
a big band. and overblowing was
rife, especially from Mr. Scott him-
self.

This brings us back .to my original
brief complaint about the band some
months ago. Intonation. I have yet
to hear the musician who can over -
blow and stay in tune. Here then, is
cause and effect.

So all in all, though the moment
has still not arrived, there is a great
likelihood that if this company can
master the art of restraint, they
might eventually live up to their bill-
ing as "The Great Ronnie Scott
Band."

Opinion: Talent is ill out.

101-4,.
JACK PARNELL AND

ORCHESTRA
3-3.45 p.m. 11.12.53. Light

rr HIS broadcast proved one thing
1 beyond doubt. If a leader wants
a big band sound, then he's got to
pay for it, and no amount of wangl-
ing by the arranger or instrumental
gymnastics can act as substitutes. In
fact, very often, it requires both
these attributes, plus a worthy
balancer to make even eight brass
and five saxes sound like that num-
ber over the radio.

Mr. Parnell has wisely :seen the
folly of being penny wise and pound
foolish, and consequently here we
had that powerful sound of the full
score, which enhanced his present
high reputation even further.

The programme moved as near to
catering for the fan as a leader can

AFN HIGHLIGHTS
344, 271,
SUNDAY

A.M. 8 Sunday Circus; 10.05 Lucky
U Ranch; 10.30 Piano Playhouse; 11.30

Sunday Syncopation.
P.M. 1.30 American Music Hall;

3.05 Highway Of Melody; 5 Bob &
Ray; 5.30 Request Parade; 6.05 Red
Skelton; 6.30 My Friend Irma; 7.30

Vaughn Monroe; 8.05 Charlie Mc-
Carthy; 8.30 Twenty Questions; 9 stars
From Paris; 10.35 NBC Orchestra;
11.30 Knaves At Night; 11.45 The
Vocal Touch; 12.02 Midnight In Man-
hattan.
MONDAY
A.M. 6.05 Hillbilly Gasthous; 7.15

Dave Garroway; 7.30 Bandbox; 8.02

Forward March: 8.15 Curt Massey; S.

547 METRES

NEW BALLROOM Tgzi..ED GUILDFORD

SAT., DEC. 19th

RAY

ELLINGTON
QUARTET

Xmas Eve -Boxing Night
New Year's Eve
FREDDY

FAULKNER
AND HIS BAND

with Johnny Lawrence

SAT., JAN. 2nd

VIC
LEWIS -

AND HIS ORCH.

SYD NORRIS ENTERTAINMENTS

BOX & COX present . . . .

THEIR CURRENT HIT PARADE SUCCESS

WHEN YOU HEAR BIG BEN
(YOU'RE HOt,'.E AGAIN)

A NEW TOPICAL WINNER

WE'LL ALWAYS REMEMBER
Introduced by CYRIL STAPLETON & the BBC SHOW BAND

FROM YOUR LIPS TO THE EARS OF GOD
THE RADIO LUXEMBOURG SUCCESS
As RECORDED by DOROTHY SQUIRES on Polygon P.1076

BOX & COX (Publications) ltd., 1 Denmark St., London, W.C.2
Temple Bar 8969,'8209

Jack Benny; 9.45 Personal Album;
10.02 Merely Music; 11 My Little
Marjie; 11.30 Duffle Bag.

P.M. 1 Jack Kirkwood; 1.30 Howard
Barlow Presents . . 2.02 Strictly
From Dixie; 2.15 American Melodeers;
2.45 Paulena Carter; 3 Stickbuddy
Jamboree: 3.30 Bud's Bandwaggon;
4.02 Outpost Concert; 5 Off The
Records 6 Under The Xmas Star; 7

Music In The Air; 8 News World; 8.30

Arthur Godfrey; 10 Suspense; 10.45

Blues For Monday; 11.05 Garmisen
Revue; 11.45 Late Date; 12.02 Late
Date.
TUESDAY

A.M. As for Monday.
P.M. 1 Jack Kirkwood: 1.30 Music

From Holland; 2.02 Pops In Polka;
2.15 Winged Victory Chorus; 2.45 Judy
King; 3 Stickbuddy Jamboree; 3.30

Bud's Bandwaggon; 4.02 Outpost Con-
cert; 5 Off The Records; 6 Under The
Xmas Star; 7 Music In The Air; 8.30
Amos 'n Andy; 9.30 Music's No
Mystery; 10 Broadway's My Beat;
11.45 Late Date; 12.02 Late Date.
WEDNESDAY

A.M. As for Monday.
P.55. 1 Jack Kirkwood; 1.30 En-

chanted Hour; 2.02 Strictly From
Dixie; 2.15 Flashing Fingers: 2.45
Youth Brings You Music; 3 Stickbuddy
Jamboree: 3.30 Bud's Bandwaggon;
4.02 Outpost Concert; 5 Off The
Record; 6 Under The Xmas Star; 7

Music In The Air; 8.30 The Great
Gildersleeve; 8.55 The Great Gilder-
sleeve; 10 The Great Story; 10.45 Hot
House; 11.05 Stars and Stripes; 12
Late Date.
THURSDAY

A.M. As for Monday
P.M. 1 Handel's Messiah; 2.02 Dial

AFN For Xmas; 4.02 Outpost Concert;
5 Off The Record: 7 Xmas In The Air;
8.30 Fibber McGee and Molly; 9.15
Date Line NATO: 10 Escape; 11.05
Late Date; 12.02 Late Date.
FRIDAY

A.M. As for Monday
P.M. 1 Open House; 4.02 Rias

Symphony; 5 Off The Record; 6 News
World; 7 Xmas In The Air; 8.05 Father
Knows Best; 8.30 Hollywood Music
Hall; 10 Cavalcade Of America; 10.45
Judy Canova; 11.05 Keller Dance
Remote; 12.02 Late Date.
SATURDAY
A.M. 6.05 Hillbilly Gasthous; 7.30

What's New 7; 7.45 Special Fifteen;
9 Bing Crosby.

P.M. 1 Hillbilly Gasthous, 2.02
Combo Corner; 2.15 Western Swing;
2.30 Big City Serenade; 3.30 Encore
Comedy Theatre; 4 Call Me Freedom;
5.50 Local Edition; 6 Saturday Swing
Session. 7 Music In The Air; 8.05 Red
Skelton; 8.30 Grand Ole Opry; 10 Jazz
Nocturoe; 11.05 Late Date; 11.30 Late
Date,

"Tip Top Tunes" takes the air The scene in the BBC Studio as
Geraldo (seated on the high chair) takes his orchestra through this

popular programme-tNME photo).

go, and stay BBC healthy. Bright
moments were connected with some
excellent lead trumpet, the alto jazz
of Bob Burn s, the drumming
throughout, and singer Dennis Hale,
who improves every time I hear him.

Criticisms. Too much bass
throughout. Trombones top heavy
also. la

JAZZ CLUB
5-5.30 p.m. 12.12.53. Light

THE sinking ship sank further to a
lot of records that my colleague

reviewer writes about. Vic Lewis
played a recorded Kenton show
that's already been well written
about, and the compere and pro-
ducer are already in the lifeboats.

Will it go down in a blaze of

glory ? Read next week's thrilling
last instalment.

0'410
MELODY HIGHWAY

5-5.45 p.m. 11.12,53. Light
VE had a warns spot for the go-
ahead policy of the Northern

Variety Orchestra for some time ; this
affection, however, has mainly been
directed at the work of Alyn Ains-
worth.

Here, his arrangements and direc-
tion still shone through, but unlike
previous shows I've heard, very often
the Orchestra far bons backed him
up.

Firstly, there was some slipshod
phrasing and bad internal balance,
but the main sin was unforgivable
intonation.

0,4fp.§,0.4040.44410,
Radio Luxembourg

FULL PROGRAMMES
SUNDAY

7 p.m. Made In Britain; 7.30 Kiddies'
Corner; 7.45 Winifred Atwell; 8 Vera
Lynn; 8.30 Michael Miles 'rake You:
Pick; 9 Carroll Gibbons; 9.15 Curt
Massey and Martha Tilton; 9.30 The
Case Of The Sinister Sister; 9.45 'red
Heath; 10.0 Listen With Philips; 10.30
Bing Sings: 10.45 The Answer Man;
11 Top Twenty,
MON DAY

6 p.m. Monday Requests; 7.15 Dan
Dare; 7.30 Smash Hits; 8 Your Mother's
Birthday; 8.30 The Capitol Show; 9
Evening Stars; 9.30 The Case Of The
Sinister Sister; 9.45 Forces Choice;
10 Your Record Shop; 10.30 Music For
Everyone; 11.5 The Bible Christian
Programme; 11.15 Frank and Ernest;
11.30 The World Of Tomorrow.
rUIESDAV

6 p.m. Tuesday Requests; 7

The Starline Show; 7.15 Dan Dare;
7.30 Muriel Smith; 7.45 Guess The
Name; 8 The Story of Dr. Kildare;
8.30 The Capitol Show; 9 Evening
Stars; 9.30 The Case Of The Sinister
Sister; 9.45 Melodies By Mairants; 10
Music For Everyone: 10.45 Songs From
The Screen; 11 Revival Time; 11.30

Oral Roberts.
WEDNESDAY

6 p.m. Wednesday Requests; 7.0 Max
Bygraves; 7.15 Dan Dare; 7.30 Family
Album; 7.45 Soccer Survey; 8 People
Are Funny; 8.30 The Capitol Show;
9 Evening Stars; 9.30 The Case Of The
Sinister Sister; 9.45 Curt Massey and
Martha Tiiton; 10 Dreamtime; 10.15
Music Of The Stars; 10.30 The Queens
Hall Light Orchestra; 10.45 The Answer
Man; 11 Back To The Bible; 11.30
Music At Bedtime.
THURSDAY

6 p.m. Thursday Requests; 7 Musical
Round -up; 7.15 Dan Dare; 7.30 Christ-
mas Mix; S Movie Magazine; 8.30
Movie Magazine; 9 Morrie Takes A
Chance; 9.30 The Case Of The Sinister
Sister; 9.45 Melodies By Mairants; 10.30
Silent Night; 10.45 Italian Music and
Song; 11 Old -Fashioned Revival Hour.
reltDrAt

6.0 p.m. A Merry Christmas; 7

Nottingham
WITHIN two months of making
VT their debut in Nottingham, the

new Johnny Dankworth Orchestra has
been re-engaged by Alec Taylor to
play at the Astoria Ballroom on
Christmas Eve. Other big attractions
in store for Nottingham fans include
the tirst appearance by the new
augmented Jack Parnell Orchestra on
Boxing Day and the perennial
favourites Ted Heath and his
Music on Friday, January 8.

BANDLEADER
Reggie Goff ap-

pears as a guest artist playing
alto sax solos in addition to vocal
numbers in the BBC Ballroom to-
night (Friday). Jack Parnell and his
Orchestra will provide the dance
music.

208 metres
Beaver Club: 7.1.5 Dan Dare; 7.30
Let's Have A Party; 8 David Rose;
8.30 Hopalong Cassidy; 9 Christmas At
The 208; 9.30 The Case Of The Sinister
Sister; 9.45 Edmundo Ros: 10 Dream -
time; 10.15 Forces Choice; 10.30 Old
Acquaintance; 10.45 Round The Xmas
Tree: 11 The Voice Of Prophecy; 11.15
Radio Bible Class; 11.45 The Answer
Man.

SAT( R DA
6 p.m. Boxing Day Requests; 7

Amateur Football; 7.15 Irish Requests;
8 The Best Of The Best; 8.30 The
Capitol Show; 9 Scottish Requests; 9.55
Radio Theatre; 10.45 Popular Melodies;
11 Bringing Christ To The Nations;
11.30 '206' Supper Club.

With a trombone nearly a quarte
tone sharp, and a trumpet a quarter
tone flat throughout, the pitch of the
ensemble needn't be guessed at.

,Consoling thoughts, though, were
leader Norman George's exquisite
violin and the top -rate vocals flout
Les Howard.

Opinion: Sit hack too far and
topple!

KEN MACKINTOSH ANIO
ORCHESTRA

12.15-12.45 p.m 10.12.53. Light
This show wasn't up i()... the

standard that has made Mr. Mabkin-
tosh one of the profession's shooting
stars. The top r - cannot toleratea4
lackadaisical sectio,, work and mole
than an occasional Mino. Vocally,
Kenny Ba;deil and Gordon Langhor rt
kept the flag fl g, -but Pattie Forbes
brought her one4ight-stand technique
to the studio, and they're poles apart.

Opinion: p4's tough t the top.
1%)

JACK PAYNE'S BRITISH
BAND BOX

2.15-3 p.m. 13.12.53. Light.
In case it hasn't been realised yejk

let there remain no doubt at all that
Mr. Payne is doing more for British
art:.., than not only any, other disc
jockey or any publicity agent, but
probably more than the said artists
are doing for themselves'.

There are ways of selling goods,
and Mr. Payne's salesmanship is
irresistible. What other Sunday D.1

would have the courage to unleash
the dissonants of the Ronne Scott
Gioup on to after -lunch nappers ?

Yes, as a Christmas Box, JP de-
serves for his Band Box at least the
grateful thanks of the profession, the
pu'.."; already having presented him
with a most envious listening figure.

Opinion: And so say all of us.
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* NAME BAND DIRECTORY

IAMB BLACK
ORCHESTRAS, LTD.

!phOtie : Lanham Haase,
;eum 3118., Regent Street

and 8298. 1.ontion, W. t.

Rand with a Beat . . .
of Parlophone Recording' Fame

OE DANIELS
AND FII8 ALL STAR BAND

22. Ledway Drive.
Sold 4613. Weinbley. Middx.

iILLY TER ENT
AND HIS ORC STRA8'

(Ali enquiries)
W. JONES ALFRED

Reynolds Rd. MEAGER,
v Maiden. 97. Charing K

Road, WC2
cent 2442 GER 7092

trope's Greatest Trumpet Star

REDDY RANDALL
AND HIS ALL-STARS

3ctIon & Personal Management :
IVERSAL ENTERTAINMENTS

George Cooper.
Farm Way, Buckhurst Hill.

FA BtlCkhurst Hill 2829

ince Music Plus Entertainment

IICK MULLIGAN
AND HIS BAND

URGE MELLY, JO LENNAR1
MICHAEL LAWRENCE

, Representation :
JIM GODBOLT AGENCY.

rt Monmouth St W.C.2. Tem 1848

EUROPE'S GREATEST GIRL
TRUMPETER

;RACIE COLE
11ill HER ALL-STAR GIRLS'

ORCHESTRA
I 13e, 36, Buckingham Gate,
V.I. Telephone: Victoria 9304
11111111111111111.111111111.11

MAIN'S BRIGHTEST BAND
ATTRACTION

1ARRY GOLD
AND HIS PIECES OF 8

AIRSHOWS LTD.,
'e Gallery 193, Victoria St.,
/9 London, - S.W.I.

' THERE BE NO PANIC
Booking Now

ick DENNY
AND MS HOOLIGANS

Vaudeville & Daneeland's
Craziest Musicians

17, WITHINGTON ROAD
MANCHESTER 16

IRRY BENCE
ID HIS ORCHESTRA

Rep
JIM GODBOLT,

Monmouth St W.0.2. Tem 1848

. . .

'ERTAINING BANDLEADER

OHNNY FRANKS
AND HIS ORCHESTRA

(or smaller combinations)
presentation
T WILCOX TESL 1762

THE 'REST IN 510DERN 1
CE MUSIC-plus Entertahuneut
lE

IHNNY HAWKINS
SEXTETTE

touring Continent. Available
19th on-offers. P/A 254, Chat -
to Avenue, Cosham, Portsmouth.

)U PREAGER'S
BASSADORS BAND

ecially Chosen Combination.
le -Night Stands Anywhere

PREAGER'S Presentations.
GLENWOOD GDNS., ILFORD

Valentine 4043
111111111111.111111111M1111111111111111!,

.OPE'S OUTSTANDING
*ALTO STAR *

DHNNY NDA
HIS

OGERS BAND
Enquiries : George Cooper,
Farm Way. Buckhurst Hill,

RUCkhurst Hill 2820

CARL

BARRITEAU
ALFRED PREAGER

,97-99, CHARING CROSS RD.. WC2,
GERRARD 7092-3-4

TEDDY

FOSTER
ALFRED PREAGER

97-99, CHARING CROSS RD.. WC2
GERRARD 7092-3-4

REGGIE

GOFF
ALFRED PREApER

97-99, CHAIRING CROSS RD.. WC2
GERRARD 7092-3-4

GEOFF

SOWDEN
ALFRED PREAGER

97-99, CHARING CROSS RD., WC2
GERRARD 7092-3-4

LOU SY!)

PREAGER  DEAN
GEORGE PHIL

EVANS  TATE
ALFRED PREAGER

97-99. CHAR/NC. CROSS RD., WC2
GERRARD 7092-3-4

Eddie "Task"
MENDOZA

and his

'KRAZIE ORKESTRA'
Summer Season :

THE PIER, New Brighton, Cheshire

Enquiries Invited for . . .
SUNDAY CONCERTS

MALCOM MITCHELLTRIO
All comma. Sydney Grace, Lew &
Leslie Grade, Ltd., 235, Regent St.,
W.I. (REG 5821)

TOMMY de ROSA
AND HIS ORCHESTRA

246, NORTH CIRCULAR ROAD.
PALMERS GREEN, N.13.

Palmers Green 6603

George 'Herr' Crow
& HIS BLUE MARINERS

BAYswater 9. Queen's Mews.
5053 London, W.2.

HARRY LEADER
AND HIS ORCHESTRA
(Now available for engagements on

Sundays)
All enquiries: Astoria Dance Salon,
Charing Cross Rd., London, WAIL

GERrard 1711.

Ah! There's Something in the Air !

SQUADRONAIRES
Directed by RONNIE ALDRICH

ARTHUR MADER.
Piccadilly House.

REGent 6507 Piccadilly, S.W.L.

book the sensational new

ronnie scott
orchestra

sole agent-harold devisee
116. shaftesbury avenue.

gereard 7467-9

JIMMY
CUMMINS

COLOURED RUMBA BAND
`urrently : MILROY CLUB, W 1
7, BALL00116 AVENUE 111.W.19

GLADSTONE 4338

TED

HEATH
23 Albemarle Street,

London, W.1
(Hyde Park 0512)

" NEARING SHEARING "

NORMAN BURNS
QUINTET

Representation
HAROLD DAVISON

GERrard 116, Shaftesbury Ave.
7467 London, W.1.

NIINOMMINIMMIXEMMENIEL.

* KEN

MACKINTOSH
AND HIS ORCHESTRA

Sole Represent.: RABIN AGENCY
30, GLOUCESTER MANSIONS.
CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS, LONDON,
W.C.2. TEM 2816

VAN STRATEN
AND Bin

* ORCHESTRA *
23 GOLDEN SQ., PICCADILLY

LONDON, W.I
Telephone : GERrard 0128/9

NOW IN FOURTH YEAR AT
NEW COCONUT GROVE

JACK NATHAN
AND HIS BAND

(Available for Sunday engagements)
TULse Hill 171, Pullman Court,

3796 London, S.W.2

TITO BURNS
AND HIS BAND

Representation:
HAROLD DAVISON,

GERrard 116, Shaftesbury Avenue.
7467 London, W.I.

IVY BENSON
32, RIVERVIEW GROVE

CHISWICK, LONDON, W

[DAVE SHAND
NOON, W.7.
61, SOUTHDOWN AVENUE,
AND HIS ORCHESTRA

EALIng 6201

B.B.C. TOP ALTO
SAXOPHONIST

DIU'S SAXOPHONE STAR

CLAUDE

CAVALOTTI
AND HIS ORCHESTRA

PRImrose 21a, ETON PLACE,
4803 LONDON, N.W.3

DENNY BOYCE
and his

ORCHESTRA
6, DENMARK STREW!,

LONDON. W.C.2. TEM. 3979/0
SEVEN KINGS 0237.

" THE NEW STAR OF JAZZ "

KEN
RATTENBURY

AND HIS BAND
Sole Management: JOHN GORDON,
Met Bromwich The Adelphi

1457 West Bromwich

HOWARD BAKER
BANDS & CABARET

One -Night Stands or Resident
09, GLENWOOD GARDENS

ILFORD. ESSEX
Valentine 4043

IL

Britain's Supreme All

Entertainment Providers

OE
ENTERTAINMENTS LTD.

ANghain
121213

2323/4

MORLEY HOUSE.
REGENT STREET,
LONDON - WA

Midlands
BLIND London piano -modernist,

Eddie Thompson, has been
taking advantage of his month's
stay at Leamington, where lie is
being trained to use a guide dog.

Last Sunday he was at Coventry
Jazz Society, and tonight, Friday
(December 18), he will be at
Birmingham's Embassy Modern Jazz
Club.

Coventry Jazz Society, which now
has a resident group, is changing its
meetings from Sunday evening to
afternoon. This is while the swing
concerts are at Coventry Hippo-
drome. The new meeting place of the
club has not yet been fixed, but it
will be close to the Hippodrome.

The Sunday concerts at Dudley
Hippodrome are attracting capacity
audiences. The demand for tickets
for last Sunday's visit of Ken
Mackintosh was so great that two

This picture was taken at the Festival of Jazz at Bournemouth Winter
Gardens, when modernists and traditionalists combined in an all -in
finale. Jimmy Skidmore on tenor and Nigel Carter on trumpet are seen
joining in with the Bournemouth musicians in a concerted version of

" The Saints."

Southampton
FIRMLY established at Southamp-

ton's Guildhall are Bert Osborne
and his group, who have been

house " band since the hall opened
in 1936. Now in their eighteenth
year, they appear at the Guildhall on
Wednesdays and Saturdays, and also
at private functions.

Bert has an extensive gig connection
throughout South and South-West
England and plays at a particularly
large number of Hunt Balls, etc.,
whenever his Guildhall commitments
allow.

The personnel of the band has been
almost static for some considerable
time, but a recent change in policy
has involved the switch of saxist
Roy Colitis to trumpet, while Ru
Davies has come in to fill the vacant
sax chair. The complete line-up is

Dundee
ANDY LOTHIAN and his Band,

at Dundee Palais, find little time
for relaxing during the festive season.
First of all there is their annual date,
playing at the local firemen's Chil-
dren's Party. This is on the afternoon
before Christmas.

From there they go on the stand
at the Palais for a late dance. The
hall is always profusely decorated,
and Andy and the boys indulge in
more than their normal quota of
clowning.

A carol -singing session has become
an established thing at this dance.
Testimony to the quality of the sing-
ing is the fact that last year nearby
residents thought the carols were
being sung in a cathedral over a
hundred yards further down the road.

Last night (17th) the band had

Round and About
performances had to be arranged.
This was only the second time that
two performances have been held in
three seasons of Sunday concerts at
the theatre.

Future attractions at the Hippo-
drome include Ronnie Scott,, Teddy
Foster and Vic Lewis.

During the last year, Leamington
Modern Jazz Club has doubled its
membership. The club normally
meets on alternate Mondays at the
Leamington Palais de Danse, but
owing to Christmas arrangements,
the next meeting will not be until
January 4.

Personnel of the resident club
group is Geoff Gough (alto and
clarinet); Ron Adams (trumpet and
piano); Dave Eales (tenor); George
Hewitt (bass)-all from the Gough -
Adams Music ; Stanley Rawlings
(piano and vibes); Peter Steel (elec-
tric guitar), and Ron Rawlings
(drums) from the Stanley Rawlings'
Quintette, which is resident at the
Regent Hotel.

Hull
FOR yet another year Hull will

not be able to dance to name -
bands over Christmas. Throughout
the city the Christmas scene will
be set by local bands.

Tiose led by Harry Chatterton,
Les Rose, Tommy Fisher, Len
Ibsen and Maxwell Daniels, will be
playing at special festive dances in
addition to the Newington Orches-
tra, resident at the Newington Ball-
room, and the Teddie Barker Quartet,
a popular attraction at the White
House Hotel.

This year's Musicians' Ball, held
at the Beverley Road Baths Ballroom
on Monday, December 7, attracted
over 550 dancers and enthusiasts,
who were treated to a cavalcade of
continuous music provided by the
bands of Harry Chatterton, Ray
Oldridge and Tommy Fisher.

Profits from the dance were for
the local MU branch Beneirolent
Fund. Hull secretary, John Keenan,
expressed his satisfaction at the result
of the event.

A number of dates have been
given for name -band appearances at
the Hull City Hall early in the New
Year. These include January 14, 21
and 28, and February II.

These dates are being handled by
Gerald Cohen, of Helena Presenta-
tions, and although the names of the
actual bands concerned have yet to
be confirmed, it is expected that the
Kenny Baker outfit will visit the Hall
on January 14.

PikcIP
Dublin

ONE of Ireland's most prominent
broadcasting and recording artists,

Charles Kennedy, has been heard in
several BBC programmes since taking
up residence in London. These in-
clude "Band Call," with Paul
Fenoulhet, "Souvenirs of Music,"
with the Augmented BBC Revue
Orchestra, and "Sandy Presents,"
with Sandy Macpherson.

In the recording sphere, he has
waxed for Decca (including London
label in America) and HMV (Irish
issue). His recent recordings of
Irish ballads for the Irish "Glenside"
label are being specially issued in
the States.

now Des McCloskey, Bernard Hart-
land, Mike Rogers and Ru Davies
(saxes), Ronnie Horler, Ray Ember,
and Roy Colins (trumpets), Jim
Berry (trombone), Denny Nash
(piano), " Spike " Lee (bass) and
" Bosh " Moodie (drums). Vocalist
is Perry Nash.

Lead trumpet Ronnie Horler was
formerly with Ronnie Pleydell. Now
in addition to his work as deputy
leader of the Osborne band, he runs
the Osborne Jazz Group, which has
already appeared several times at the
Southampton Rhythm Club.

Together with saxist Mike Rogers
he has been made a Vice -President
of the Club.
-Though featuring commercial music

on its dance appearances, the whole
Osborne band opened the current
winter season at the Club with a
programme of Kenton and Herman -
styled music. The band has also
carried out many Sunday concerts
and broadcast many times -

A further example of Bert's versa-
tility is that earlier in the year he
composed music for a ballet based
on Hans Christian Andersen's story
" Gerda and the Snow Queen." This
w.ts presented locally in connection
with the Coronation celebrations, and
is due for a repeat next month.

N.NoS!!
Grimsby
THE femme vocal spot with Bob

Walker's band at the Gaiety
Ballroom, Grimsby, which was left
vacant when Tina Vaughan joined
Arthur Rowberry's band at the
Astoria Ballroom, Nottingham, has
now been provisionally filled.

The new vocalist is 18 -year -old
Jean Woodsley, a Grimsby girl, who
won the final of the Gaiety Ballroom
Vocalists' competition on December
8. In a new evening gown, nylons
and shoes presented by the manage-
ment, she started her contract for
one month, on Friday (December 11)
at the local Bankers' Ball.

Jean who hopes to make singing
her full-time career, is following in
the footsteps of many successful
personalities, for, during his 21 years
at the Gaiety Ballroom, Bob Walker
has started Bob Dale, Tina Vaughan,
at present with Arthur Rowberry at
the Astoria, Nottingham, and Peter
Appleyard, a drummer, who now has
his own quartet on Canadian tele-
vision.

Reading
TED HEATH will fulfil his custom-

ary visit to Reading Town Hall
on, Christmas Eve. This has become
an annual function for Ted and his
boys, and he always gets a grand
welcome from the Reading dancers.

Other name -bands will help to
make Reading's Christmas a musical.
one. Arthur Howes will present " A
tribute to Stan Kenton " at the Palace
Theatre this Sunday (20th) when he
will feature Vic Lewis and his
Orchestra in another of his popular
Sunday " Showtimes."

The Ronnie Scott Orchestra will
make its debut on a Reading stage
when it appears at the Town Hall
on Fixing Night.

Apart from the name -band visits,
Reading will get more than its usual
quota of Yuletide dancing, since all
three of the larger ballrooms will
stage special Christmas functions.

another late session. Following their
usual stint at the Palais until 11,
they then went down to Marryat
Hall, where they took the stand
from 12 until 3 am. for the annual
"Revels" held by students of Dundee
Art College.

One change in the Lothian outfit is
reported. Trumpeter Adam Flock -
hart, from the Cavendish, Edinburgh,
returned there over a week ago. His
place has been taken by Jack Ful-
brook, who spent the summer with
Jack Leon at the Villa Marina, 10M.
Previous to this Jack was at South -
sea. His
wife has come north to join him.

Yet more news from the Palais.
Popular vocalist who is invited to
take the stand, along with other
amateurs, at the Carnival Nights on
Thursdays, is RAF man Stan Davis,
who is stationed Douglaswood.

V.WV.
Gillingham

CHRISTMAS arrangements at the
Paget Hall, Gillingham, are all

set to feature Freddy Randall and
his Band on Christmas Eve, Tito
Burns and his Orchestra on Boxing
Day, and Freddy Randall again on
New Year's Eve-this time with a
BBC airing from the hall.

Ray Wade and his Music continue
as the Paget Hall's popular "house"
band. Lead alto Wally Scott has
just left Ray Wade after five years
to join Teddy Foster's orchestra.
Kenny Woodman, trumpet -vocalist 4,f
Don Smith's Band at Wimbledon
Palais, also had a five-year run with
Ray.

Another name -band night, early in
the New Year, will be January 9,
when Johnny Dankworth and Isis
Band visit the Paget Hall.

P§OP
Bournemouth
IVOR RAYMONDE,1.accordionist-vocalist-leader of the Norfolk
Hotel's popular resident band, is
lined up for a broadcast in the new
"A Song for You" series. He will
be accompanied by the band.

The Raymonde outfit is. also
scheduled for another "Workers'
Playtime" from Southampton.

Teddy Wadmore is now back with
the band on bass and vocals. The
line-up for these airings, and for a
busy Christmas season at the hotel,
is: Ivor Raymonde (accordion,
vocals), Fred Erica (piano), Hal
Smith (trumpet), Bob Jenkins (alto,
clarinet flute), Teddy Wedmore
bass, vocals) and Sammy Prager

(drums)
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ALL RIGHT, SO I DID MY BEST

TO -DAY (Friday, December
18) my present record series

"Record Show" comes to the
end of its 19 -week run. As
you may or may not have been
aware,- the show has been part
of the BBC's effort to assist
the British song business.

Play British
I happened to be the fortunate

man who was chosen to run this
show and briefed to play number
one songs and, whenever possible,
to play British.

It was apparent to me from the
start that here was something very
different from my "Quiet Rhythm"
series which ran smoothly, in

Neal Arden's Record Show comes to the end of its 19 -week
run today (Friday, December 18). One of Britain's most
experienced disc -jockeys (he broadcast his first programme
in 1936), Neal Arden tells of the trials and joys of preparing

a show in which the whole song business is interested.
several spasms, on Sunday nights
from 1945 till early this year.

Again, it would be very different
from the early shows I did over
Radio Luxembourg, and all the
other stations which then existed,
in 1938 and 1939. It was to be
nothing like those disc shows of
mine which the Americans con-
sidered so "Elegant" coming out
of stations in New York in 1949
and 1951.

I realised from several letters of
abuse I had recently received that
maybe the public wanted to hear
the records and not me.

As one "sufferer" wrote me on a
postcard-"Like all Disc Jockeys,

you are a fatuous b y fool."
I took the hint, and decided that,

at the outset, in addition to play-
ing British as far as possible, I

would talk as little as I could. The
applause for the latter has been
deafening!

Speech
In this country, it is quite usual

for a disc jockey to play eight
records in the half hour. By talk-
ing less and sometimes by not
talking at all I have always
managed during the new show to
play twelve in the same period-
without much cutting.

As an experiment I asked ,Miss
Pat Osborne, who produces my
show at the BBC, to time the
exact amount of speech used in
the performance of December 4,
1953. It was under two minutes
over-all. That means twenty-eight
minutes of music, which is good
value all round.

For the publishers because they
get more numbers into the time,
for the BBC because they please
their friends, for the public who
prefer it that way, and for me
because I'm a showman by pro-
fession and prefer to be successful
rather than the reverse.

Where do I find the material ?
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LAUGH
DOING your Christmas

shopping ? Here are some
selected items of interest to
musicians, now obtainable at
all the best junk shops east
of Charing Cross Road.

dos.
"... Slosh him in the kisser with

a net herring."

For Disc Fans: Give your
record collector friend the new
"Pornograph"-a phonograph for
playing ripe race records. A built-
in thermostat keeps the tempera-

ture well up to boiling -point and
there is an automatic cut-off which
springs into action immediately a
maiden aunt comes within smelling
distance. And the de luxe model
has a circular attachment for
squares-a device which explains
all the obscure double-entendre
lyrics in words of one syllable.

A cool one : An amusing and
educational gadget is the " Con-
verto-Fridge." This has two uses
(or three, if you include that one).

WITH
It is normally used to convert Hot
Jazz fans into Cool Music en-
thusiasts.

This gadget, with its famous
Brass Monkey trade mark, in-
cludes a safety valve to prevent
freezing -up of musicians' ball-
point pens.

Party manners: For your party,
why not invest in a set of Musical
Chairs ? When a trombonist sits
on one, it starts singing " Where
The Winds Blow." And the com-
panion piece-the Musical Bed-
shouts " Not with your boots on,
Buster" when sat upon.

The Shy Drummer Disguise out -

FROM THE FILM "BLOWING WILD" COMES A GREAT SONG

BLOW!
WIL

Recorded by FRANKIE LAINE (Philips P8207) and
EDMUNDO ROS (Decca F10214)

From the new version of the film "THE JAll SINGER"

HUSH -A -BYE
and

THIS IS A VERY SPECIAL DAY
HARMS-CONNELLY LTD., 10 Denmark St., W.C. 2 TEM Bar 1653

WIMBLEDON PALAIS
JOIN US ON THE 3 GAYEST NIGHTS

OF THE YEAR !
- GET YOUR TICKETS NOW !! -

THURS. 24th DEC. THURS. 31st DEC. SAT., 26th DEC.

XMAS EVE NEW YEAR'S EVE
BOXING DAY

BALL
CARNIVAL BALL

7.30-11.45. Adm. 6/ -
Licensed Bar

8.0 to 1.0 a.m. BALL
Admission

(In advance 6/6
(on night) 7/6
Licensed Bar

7.30-11.45. Adm. 5/ -
Licensed Bar

FULL DETAILS Ot OTHER BIG HOLIDAY DANCES IN OUR XMAS
BROCHURE, AVAILABLE LN BALLROOM

DANCING TO
DON SMITH & His Orchestra and SID ALLEN'S MUSIC

It's CRAZY, MAN, CRAZY!

fit includes a special Jazz Critic
unit comprising a worried look and
beret-and it comes complete
with wind -generating plant and
bottle of pickled platitudes.

If none of these items makes
your party go, play 'em the record-
ing of " I Saw Daddy Sloshing
Santa Claus," sung by the Hastings
Girls Choir with the Dagenham
Girl Pipers and the Windmill Girl
label. That will make any party
go-the farther the better.

Literary touch : As it has come
to my notice that a few musicians
are now able to read words as

NORMAN
well as pictures, mention must be
made of the sensational new book
" Gimmicks Galore " (Cornplaster
& Clangers, Inc.) This book
really lets the air into the musical
world and it has never smelt the
same since.

Here are some little-known facts
about the game (swiped un-
ashamedly from amongst the 100
fumigated pages of the book)
never hitherto revealed in public,
under the Magna Carta (the bit
where it refers to " ye jazze clubs
and ye characters thereof ").

(1) Daisy Bell could not ride a
bicycle. She even got seasick
when the sofa swayed.

(2) " Roses Of Picardy " was
originally called " Noses Of
Bicardy "-a province in Ancient
Rome where everyone had beezers
two feet long.

(3) Jeannie in the song " Jeannie
with the Light Brown Ale " was
a barmaid in the Slap and Tickle
at Much Flirting-a joint much
frequented by osteopaths.

(4) The Carl Rosa Opera
Company was founded by Carl
Barriteau, Lita Roza, Sam Opera
and Fred Company.

140A41.:

What's on ? Why not go and
see the amazing " Dante's Inferno
on Ice " ? It features the Hot
Club of Lower Giggleswick, who
give a moving performance and
show how graceful underwater
polyphony can be when played by
polytechnic polyglots on Polygon.

Or there is " Dick Whittington
and his Cat-On Hot Bricks."
And then there is the novel panto-
mime (on the unique and sensa-
tional wooden stage) " Alley Cat
and the Forty Agents," as well as
the sequel to " Cinderella On Ice "
called " Cinderella Slides Again.'

On the air at Christmas; On TV
a special edition of " What's My
Line ?" will include amongst the
contestants a Trombonist's Juice
Mopper-Upper, a Clarinettist's
Clanger Perpetrator's Assistant, an
Oboe -Operative's Understudy and
a Jazz Concert Ear -Plug Distri-
butor.

The Celebrity will be Geraldo
disguised as Ted Heath.

The panel will consist of Billy
Cotton, Nat Temple's great-aunt
Inner, the Musicians' Union and
Barbara Kelly's uncle Darby. The
chairman will be Edmundo Ros's
brother, Charingc, or, if not avail-
able, George Cholmondely-Bol-
mondely (a G-string tuner from
Upper Bagwash).

On the Third Programme, Ray
Sonin and Jack Baverstock will
recite " Christmas Day in the
Workhouse," from a workhouse in
Worksop, accompanied by the
Jack Bentley Glee Club, plus the
Tunbridge Wells Triangle En-
semble and Mike Butcher's Pieces
of Steak.

The "Jazz Club" will be revolu-
tionary-it will include some jazz.
" Housewives' Choice " will he
replaced by a new programme
called " Choice Housewives." All
disc -jockeys will wear festive spurs.
And vocalists singing " Answer
Me " will get suitable replies.

STEVENS
How Dumb Can a Musician Get ?

Try this quiz on your friends at
the Christmas festivities. You will
have no friends by Boxing Day.

(1) When offered a flattened
fifth, do you (a) sharpen it with a
razor, (b) suck it and see, (c) stick
it up your jumper ?

(2) When listening to " Music
While You Work," do you (a)
make rude noises, (b) jump in the
river, (c) see a psychiatrist ?

(3) Is the " Swedish Rhapsody
(a) a new toothpaste, (b) a soft
drink, (c) the Hungarian Rhapsody
on Ice ?

(4) If you were given two dozen
back -numbers of the NME, would
you (a) light the fire with them,
(b) stuff a cushion with them, (c)
sign the pledge ?

(5) If your best friend took you
to see the Southern Stompers,
would you (a) have him certified,
(b) slosh him in the kisser with a
wet herring, (c) chase him round
the garden with a giant marrow ?

(6) Does the "Jack " in "Balling
the Jack" refer to (a) Jack Parnell,
(b) Jack Jackson, (c) I am not
concerned with your welfare, Jack;
I'm all right ?

(7) If, after taking your girl
friend to a jazz concert, you miss
the last train home, do you . . . ?
(answer " yes " to (a), (b) or (c).

(8) Does a drummer sleep with
his cowbells inside or outside the
sheets ?

(9) What made (a) Harold
Smart, (b) Mary Small, (c) Stanley
Black ?

(10) In the composition " Lul-
laby Of Birdland," does Birdland
refer to (a) Hyde Park (b) Picca-
dilly, (c) a girls' band in rehearsal?

To coin
Christmas.

*40
a phrase : Merry

The question should rather be
"how do I find my way out of it ?"
Material pours into my flat from
all points of the compass-
wonderful material-so much of
it that I could go on the air for an
hour a day and not worry.

It comes to me from all the
gramophone companies, from most
of the publishers, from song-
writers, singers, dancers, actors,
bandleaders and, believe it or not,
even housewives.

How do I select it ? I don't
think I know exactly. Only that
I look for British first, both in
song and performance. "The whole
thing comes out of his uncon-
scious" one of my "friends" has
said.

It's mainly a matter of instinct
I think. I don't say it's good-no
doubt it could be a lot better if I

knew several things that I don't
know, but there's the answer in
case it interests you.

Hits
During the run a "Record

Show" it has been my privilege
to play the first BBC performance
on record of several numbers now
either in the hit parade. or climb-
ing rapidly. "Swedish Rhapsody,'
Frank Chacksfield's "Golden
Tango," Winifred Atwell's "Let's
Have A Party," Sonny Player's
"Chicka Boom," David Whitfield's
"Answer Me," Eddie Calvert's "Oh
My Papa," Monty Norman's
"False Hearted Lover," Lys
Assia's "Boomde Boom," sub-
sequently called "Poppa Picco-
lino," Jean Regan's "Ricochet"
and, not the least, The Coronets'
"My Lucky Number," which I use
as my signature tune.

Yes, it does look rather as if

the BBC is helpful to the
business after all.

When you accept an assigni
of this, nature you really
your neck out. In thirty mir
you're bound to disappoint 1

people than you please. Evei
playing twelve records you
help twelve people-some of
discs must, obviously, be
gramme material only.

They are there to make the
gramme varied and to hold
audience, without whom no
is worth the air time. So, m:
you help six to eight people.

 Maxim
There's a maxim of show I

ness I've always believed in.
this, "Yon can't please everybo
I never try. I decide on
audience and then go out afte
Never mind the others,,

1.13 the case of "Recrid Sftut
certainty has been necessary
leave out more wings than I I

'Thput in. Even en they've I

really first class and maybe
fished or w 'tten by my friend.
w_h
great many

adTnin bpealiite;Ilicyha.

- As *general rule everybody
under my difficulties as
as their own-4Ne lost very
friends, duringAs series.

I know,
phones,I.tatt to ring at the
and occasionally they must ge
up witty, the complaints they
and wit me, for causing
But 1 wo
loyal master.

r a wont:kiln

The BBC, once engago
never let you &we ; t dZ
you with the full power of
organisation. They will listen,
politeness. to complaints :

you but they understand, and
always back you up.
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BERNARD HARRIS.
Standards for your Library

Wouldn't You * Organ Grinders
: (F.T.) Adap. from 'Down South'

(Waltz) Buffoon

* Swing (QS.)

Buffoon (O.S.

Glow Worm
(Q.S. or F.T.) I'll Be Around
Delicado
(Q.S., Samba or Baion) Song of India (Q.S-

SHALOM ALEICHEM Selection of Jewish Melodies

ACCORDION RAG
And many other famous numbers too numerous to mention

J. R. LAFLEUR & SON LTD. so CAVENDISH MUSIC CO.
 295 REGENT STREET, LONDON W.1 LAN 2060
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The All -Stars in action at the Festival Hall Jazz Concert.

JAll RECORD REVIEWS
y HUMPHREY LYTTELTON
E rumour reached us the other
lay that James P. Johnson had

If it had been true, we should
doss have been flooded for a

wl lie with obituary notices,
utmous testimonials and all the

of the exaggerated attention
h is bestowed by conscience -
:en music -lovers on artists whom
have neglected while they are

unity, the rumour was untrue.
a P. Johnson is still alive. But
iuld be well if those of us who
d him as one of the greatest

most influential of all jazz
sts were to be jolted by the false

into giving James P. the recog-
n he deserves while he is still
to benefit from it.

tis we can do in a practical way
hawing attention to the treasury
Johnson's work which is now
Able on Brunswick. It is con -
:d on two LP's both recorded in
, and issued over here during
course of this year.

)addy Of The Piano" (Brunswick
.U48) features eight of his own
llosmfORSA.4ayed by solo piano
snare d accompaniment. The
are:

Side One.
Old Fashioned ' Love "
Riffs"
If I could be with \ecru"
Keep off the grass''

Side Two. \.
Snowy Morning Blues " -

'..7arolina Shout '
4 porter's Love song to a

chanibermaid "
)eer the bars"
is is an invaluable sele,:tion for
zz pianists, particularly those of
todern school who are ira danger
:urring atrophy of the Itct hand.
arolina Shout" is. to the
e school of man playing what
'icon "High Sor. ety chorus is
Iv Orleans rinettists-a stan-
test pie
`11-9 s," "Grass." "Bars" and
wy," it falls into the category of

specially composed for jazz
. All these numbers are corn -

and balanced compositions,
a fairly pronounced ragtime

u in the arrangement of themes,
vith a compelling swing which
gs entirely to jazz.
ave." "Porter" and "If I Could

although generically "pop"
, are treated by James P. here
ough they, too, were piano cott-
ons. Each tune is subjected to
ully thought-out variations in

melody and harmony, and there is
no suggestion of the lushness with
which Fats, for example, used to up-
holster his versions of popular songs.
The differences, and the similarities,
between the styles of Johnson the
master and Waller the pupil, are
underlined in the more recently issued
LP entitled "Fats Waller Favourites"
(Brunswick LA 8622).

P§O
Side One.

" Honeysuckle Rose"
" I've got a Feeling I'm falling
" Ain't Misbehavin' "
" Keepin' out of mischief "

Side Two.
" I'm gonna sit right down"
" My fate is in your hands "
" Squeeze me"
" Blue turning grey"
The style originated by James P.

Johnson and his contemporaries in
and around New York in the early
part of this century has since under-
gone a mechanical "streamlining" in
the hands first of Fats Waller, and
more recently, of Ralph Sutton.

Thcse versions by James P. of
tunes composed by, or associated
with, Waller give us a fine oppor-
tunity of making a considered judg-
ment on their respective merits.

I haven't space to say all I should
like, but it seems to me that the
following comparisons stand out.

Waller played with a smoother and
more consistent swing. But for
purely pianistic invention, James P.
Johnson stands way above him.
Where Waller was content to fall
back on his stock of clichés, Johnson
gives evidence of constructive musical
thought and a more advanced sense
of form. His version of "Honey-
suckle Rose" is more satisfying, in
the purely musical sense, than any
that Fats did.

And while Fats treated popular
songs derisively, satirising their senti-
mentality with lush chording, James
P. turns them crisply into first-class
piano jazz.

I like to think of this collection of
Fats favourites not as a tribute to
Fats Waller (he has had his fair share
of them), but as just one further
lesson in jazz piano playing from the
master to the pupil.

One small point of detail to end
with. The Waller LP credits Eddie
Dougherty as drummer. But no
drums can be heard. It seems likely,
therefore, that the unidentified
drummer who taps away all through
the Daddy LP is Dougherty, and that
Brunswick have erred.

ODEON, BARKING
SUNDAY, 20th DECEMBER, 5.30 & 8 p.m.

ED. W. JONES presents

JACK PARNELL and his Music Makers
Kenny Baker + Eve Boswell + Benny Hill

3/- to 6/- (RIP 2900)

liMPHREY LYTTELTON* CLUB *
LCKS, 100, Oxford Street, W.I
Every Sat., Mon. and Wed.

L SESSIONS 7.30 to 11 p.m.
Full particulars from:

84, Newman St., London, W.1

CHRISTMAS
BARGAINS ! !

IN SAXOPHONES, CLARINETS,
TRUMPETS, DRUMS, ETC.

Gramophone Records & Players
Long-playing Discs from 12/6 each

OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY
9 till 5 p.m.

LEN DANIELS, 4 Soho St., Oxford
St. (1 min. Tott. Ct. Rd. Stn.).
London, W.I. GER 1604

HAMMERSMITH PALMS "NON
DANCING TWICE DAILY 3 & 7.30 to the

:.0U PREAGER ORCHESTRA
and PHIL TATE & HIS ORCHESTRA
- SPECIAL XMAS ARRANGEMENTS -

:MAS EVE & BOXING NIGHT GALA CARNIVALS
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31st

IEW YEAR'S EVE CARNIVAL BALL
DANCING 8 p.m. till 1 a.m.

Tickets in advance 10'6 (on night 12'6)

NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS CHRISTMAS ISSUE *

ALL STARS AT
FESTIVAL HALL

AV Jazz Concert reviewed
THE National Jazz Federation

is a body that we are some-
times inclined to overlook, so
inactive does it seem. Then the
Federation shames us by staging
a concert, such as this one, which
ranks with the major jazz events
of the season.

"Jazz To -day " was an unpre-
tentious affair, split simply into
two uninterrupted halves. But in
its simplicity lay its effectiveness.

The first half featured an all star
pickup group comprising some of
London's foremost jazzmen. The
second presented Jonny Dankworth
and his Orchestra, making their
second important London concert
appearance.

The All -Stars shone with varying
brightness, but among them young
vibesman Victor Feldman stood out
like a great planet. His " Devil and
the Deep Blue Sea " solo was a
masterpiece of constructiveness and
swing ; his " Nearness of You "
had the moody melodiousness of a
Milt Jackson.

Don Rendell and Bruce Turner
paid saxophonic tribute to the time
of the year with a joint " White
Christmas," though they failed to
treat Irving Berlin's chord changes
with anything like due respect.

Trumpeter Cy Ellis and trombonist
Bobby Mickleburgh, on the other
hand, sounded all too familiar with
Louis Armstrong's classic " West
End Blues." If anyone in the hall
was looking for an example of

efficiency without inspiration, here it
was.

The unit was completed by Dill
Jones (piano), Jack Fallon (bass) and
Tommy Jones (drums), with Tony
Kinsey replacing the latter for the
final two numbers. A strange
stylistic mixture, you may think, but
no stranger than many a Jazz at
the Philharmonic line-up.

Whoever was responsible for the
lighting certainly had a ball. At
times it resembled the Demon King's
big scene in a puny provincial
pantomime. No marks, either, for
the Festival Hall amplification
equipment.

WNig
The Dankworth Orchestra was

previously reviewed by this critic
four weeks ago, and the virtues
noted then still hold good. Johnny
has one heck of a band, make no
mistake about that !

I particularly liked the trombone
team feature, " Four of a Kind,"
and most particularly, Keith Chris -
tie's contributions to same. Allan
Ganley's drumming sounded un-
usually unsteady at times, but he was
fine with the band -within -a -band
(the Seven) and the band -within -a -
band -within -a -band (the Four).

Tony Mansell sang with such
charm that his strictly commercial
numbers came near to stealing the
strictly uncommercial show, from the
point of view of audience reaction.
Cleo Laine and Frank Holder also
registered as strongly as ever.

Garbed in a gleaming white suit,
Johnny himself, and his immaculate
alto playing, exemplified the taste-
ful, tuneful tone of the entire set.

zvvv-Atogoorii0440..vgNe
AMERICAN AIR -MAIL
FROM NEW YORK

by ANDY E. SALMIERI
HERE are the winners of our

" Turn The Tables On Me"
contest.

First prize goes to Mr. Andrew
Smillie for his account of the Kenny
Graham interview. Second prize
awarded to Mr. Harry Webb for his
interview with Gerry Mulligan. Third
prize goes to David E. Chamberlain
for his very informative story on
Louis " Satchmo" Armstrong.

The following were winners of
" honorable mention " : Frank
Smith, of 34, Marklew Avenue; B.
Grasby, of 1270, Manchester Road;
E. Barten, 82, Brighton Terrace
Road; M. Taylor, 3, Lincoln Gar-
dens, Goldthorpe; Harlan Senior,
122, Upper Hanover Street; George
Wooley, 59, Bell Lane; B. W. Cop-
ping, Ila, Rosedale Road; Doug.
Stewart, 73, Oglander Road; Nina
Hiddiard, 8, D'Arblay Street ; Ronnie
Moore, 126, Kempe Road; Trevor
W. Taylor, 98, Brooks Road ; G.
Collier, 50, Derwent Road; Corporal
G. Ferguson, F.L., S.S., RAF,
Abingdon,

14-4ffA-1
You will note that there are 12

Honorable Mentions instead of the
announced 10. . . . some were too
interesting to eliminate, since they
were almost as good as the first 10,
so in justice to all concerned, I
awarded duplicate prizes where there
was a tie. Discs to the winners
will be mailed right after the Christ-
mas rush.

Remember another contest will
open soon, and if you read last
week's NME, you have the first
answer free ! I intentionally made
a " flub " on one of the news items.
If you are " hep " you 'have your
first leg towards a prize.

Pk4.:
Causing lots of comment stateside

is David Carroll's Mercury disking
of " Gadabout."

Frank Sinatra is now a part owner
(a small part -2%) of the Las Vegas'
Sands Hotel. Speaking of Las Vegas,
crooner Gordon McRae dropped
$25,000 at the dice tables!

Trend Records announces it has
purchased several masters from the
defunct Vogue picture label. Several
good jazz sides are included, mostly
Charlie Shavers groups.

Frankie Laine announced Wur-
litzer-Laine award, which netted the
winner, young 16 -year -old Patty
Bross, $1,000 towards her music
scholarship, plus a recording contract
with Columbia Records I

Ralph Marterie, who is currently
wowing the customers on all of his
16 one-nighters with his versions of
the " Creep," allotted enough time

for more recording sessions at
Universal Studios, despite his busy
schedule.

Vic Damone's " Village In Peru "
doing nicely, but somehow sounds
like "Jitterbug Waltz " to me. .

Got a smile from Capitol's new cata-
log-especially from the following
titles : " Hold Me," by Peggy Lee;
" Hold Me, Hold Me," Gordon
McRae's version, and lastly, "Hold
Me, Hold Me, Hold Me. . ." You
think the song -writing biz is easy to
crack ? Ed Rose and Will Raskin
wrote a tune back in 1917, and only
recently was it recorded for the first
time-by Danny Kaye. The tune you
will probably be singing in a few
short weeks is, "I'll Buy You A
Ring (And Change Your Name To
Mine.").

i4.tetP§
Norman Granz, that ever -busy

JATP impresario, will be in Europe
about the time this paper goes to
press. He is making last-minute
arrangements for the 1954 tour which
opens in February. Add Granz note:
Granz has just signed Dizzy Gillespie
to a Clef Records contract. (Hold
on to Dizzy's DeeGee records if you
have any ; they will be valuable
" gems " in a few short years !)

Robert Montgomery, whose one -
hour TV show is one of the most
popular stateside, featured a play
about Mezz Mezzrow.. Screen star
Jackie Cooper portrayed young Mezz.

This Week's Bravos : Charlie
Barnett's great show at the Café
Society. This Week's best record :
Chet Baker's Pacific Jazz L.P., 6,
featuring: " Long Ago And Far
Away," " Happy Little Sunbeam,"
" Moon Love," " Bea's Flat," " No
Ties," " Band Aid," " The Thrill Is
Gone," and " All The Things You
Are." Many are Gerry Mulligan's
compositions.

Hoagy " Stardust " Carmichael
filed a suit at New York's Federal
courthouse to regain ownership of
several of his tunes which became
Mills Music Co.'s property when he
failed to renew his copyright claims.

Dick Linke, young promotion
chief of Capitol Records, was elected
as president of the Publicists' Gad.

Several top diskeries may enlarge
their distribution by selling 45's and
LP's through newsdealers. The last
firm to use this sales idea was the
" Hit of the Week " label back in
the late twenties.

Capitol Records execs. sporting a
big smile-this was their most
profitable year since the firm's in-
ception.
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The Johnny Dankworth Land at the Festival Hall.

LATINFORMATION
CONGRATULATIONS to

Francisco Cavez and his group
on their latest HMV recordings. I
have heard the tests of these four
sides, and I think they'll set quite a
few tongues wagging-both for the
excellent recording quality and an
overall sound that is one of the
" biggest " I have ever heard from
such a small combination.

Full marks to all concerned in the
making of these sides-the arrangers,
musicians, vocalists and the HMV
technical staff.

The titles comprise two instru-
mentals-" Mambo No. 5 " and
" Carnavalito "; and two vocal
duets, " Baiao Carioca " and
" Sway."

Percussionist Pat Ryan is taking
over from Lew Stevenson at the
Pigalle Restaurant on December 28.
Lew is leaving to join the new
Santiago band.

* * *
If it's Latin music you're seeking.

for your New Year's Eve celebra-
tions, you'll have plenty to choose

Dancers at the Royal Festival Hall
will probably hear 1954 played in by
the Don Carlos Band. Don is resi-
dent at the Colony Restaurant, and
will only be able to play at certain
times (including midnight) at the
Festival Hall.

Meanwhile, over at the Royal
Albert Hall, Edmundo Ros and his
Orchestra hold sway for the Chelsea
Arts Ball revellers.

At the Savoy Hotel, patrons wit' be
dancing to the music of Roberto
Inglez or Ricardo and his Rumba
Rhythm, while the new Santiago
Band will be playing at Grosvenor
House, prior to commencing at the
Astor niterie on January 3.

Out of town, Manchester fans will
have a chance of enjoying them-
selves to the L/A strains of Martin
Moreno's Band, who are travelling
north specially for the occasion; and
Miguelita and her Afro -Cubans are
playing all through the festive season
at Cliftonville.

GOURD TIME CHARLIE

BAND CALL
Week commencing Dec. 18

NORMAN BURNS QUINTET
To -night (Friday), St. Andrew's
Hall, Glasgow; Saturday, Drill Hall.
Staveley; Sunday, Astoria Ballroom,
Manchester; Tuesday, BBC; Thurs-
day, USAF Base, Fairford.

TITI BURNS BAND
To -night (Friday), Town Hall, Staines;
Saturday, Sunday and Monday, NCO's
Club, Warrington; Thursday, Locarno
Ballroom, Swindon.

JOE DANIELS' BAND
To -night (Friday), Crowle; Saturday,
Barnsley; Sunday, Wood Green Jazz
Club.

REGGIE GOFF'S SEXTET
To -night (Friday), Broadcast; Satur-
day, NCO's Club, Seatand; ThursdV,
NCO's Club, BrIze Norton.

HARRY GOLD'S PIECES OF EIGIV
To -night (Friday). Kursaal, Sout
end; Saturday, NCO's Club, Brize
Norton; Sunday, Pavilion, Bath;
Monday, Empire Hall, Taunton;
Wednesday, Majestic Ballroom, Wel-
lington; Thursday, Jubilee Hall,
Aldeburgh.

YIC LEWIS ORCHESTRA
Saturday, Winter Gardens, East-
bourne; Sunday, Palace Theatre.
Reading; Thursday. Broadcast, and
Royal Forest Hotel, Chingford.

MICK MULLIGAN'S BAND
Saturday, Cameo Ballroom, Longton;
Tuesday, Club Du Faubourg; Thurs-
day, USAF, West Drayton; Saturday.
Bodega Restaurant, Manchester.

SID PHILLIPS' BAND
Saturday, Cherry Tree Ballroom.
Welwyn Garden City; Sunday,
Empire, Kingston; Wednesday, Broad-
cast.

BONNIE SCOTT ORCHESTRA
To -night (Friday), Harpurhey Ball-
room, Manchester; Saturday, Jaza
Club and Royal Star Hotel, Maid-
stone; Sunday, Hippodrome Theatre,
Dudley; Thursday, Flamingo Club.

GEOFF SOWDEN'S BAND
Saturday, NCO's Club, Ruislip.

NAT TEMPLE'S ORCHESTRA
To -night (Friday), Colchester and
Festival Hall; Saturday, Corn Ex-
change, Ashford; Monday, BBC;
Tuesday, Dewsbury; Wednesday,
Kelghley; Thursday, Manchester.

HAPPINESS GALORE
IN 1954

is the sincere wish of

JEAN CAMPBELL
(Parlophone Records)

TROCADERO, ELEPHANT & CASTLE
SUNDAY, 20th DECEMBER, 6 & 8.30 p.m.

ED. W. JONES presents

The Beverley Sisters + Eric Winstone Orch.
Roy Stevens

2/6 to 5/6 (HOP 1344)

WISHING ALL FRIENDS
A HAPPY CHRISTMAS

AND A

PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

JACK LEON
KINGSTON EMPIRE

6 p.m. TWO CONCERTS 8.30 p.m.
THIS SUNDAY, DEC. 20th

SYD NORRIS PRESENTS

SID PHILLIPS
AND HIS BAND with DENNY DENNIS

Guest Artistes: JILL ALLEN  BETTY MILLER
and CY ELLIS (Trumpet)

Seats 3/-, 4/-, 5/- from the Empire
Box Office opens at 5 p.m. Sunday. Phone: KINgston 3131
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`HELLO AGAIN'

and All Good Wishes for
A Very Happy Christmas

and New Year to
All Our- Friends from

GERALD()
HIS ORCHESTRA and SINGERS

Christmas Greetings
TO ALL ACCORDIONISTS

Make sure of a Happy New Year with a NEW
accordion ; call in and try the latest GALANTI
& GAUDINI ranges. These instruments are
at prices to suit all pockets. Full 120 bass

professional models, £39-£274.
Accordion tuition in our own studios.

Cash, or Part Exchange with pleasure, the
easiest of Hire Purchase terms. We have
one of the largest stocks of accordions in
town. Write for free fully illustrated lists to

GAUDIN' (ACCORDION SPECIALISTS) Ltd.
30 FRITH STREET, SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, GERraid

9596LONDON W.1
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WINSTON
REGGIE
FRANK

QUINTET
DARE

HOLMES
REG

CAFE

from

SKIRROW
JACK

DE PARIS,

the

LEE

WARD
LONDON, WA

Greetings to All My
Friends At Home

and Abroad
REG WALE

COLIN
AND

GEOFFREY

"ALL

HIS

WISH

THE

ORCHESTRA
&

HULME

YOU
WATLING

BEST"
FROM THE

SAMSON & HERCULES BALLROOM, NORWICH

Greetings

ASTORIA
NOTTINGHAM

To
and Prosperity

All
BALLROOM
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S
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SALUDOSAMIGOS

Best

HERMANOS

LAWRENCE

Resident

Christmas

FRANK

RICO

Wishes

DENIZ
DENIZ

CANN

DAJOU'S,

and

from

`DON

Greetings

for
THE

**
JUAN,'

1954

JOE DENIZ
JULES RUBIN

Mayfair, London, W.1

and

FRANKLYN

reetings
Best

for

BOYD

1954
from

Wishes
.:,

$.4,......
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..

Compliments

Booked solidly

of the Season
to all my pals

front

Neville Bishop
and the
BOYS

till October, 1954

,,

,

tz

compliments
To Fans and
Everywhere

RONNIE
VAUGHN

of the
Friendsm

-fro

Season

Portraying
'Voices

'FRAHM LAINE' In next
of the Stars' (a Reggie Dennis

year's show
Production)

Relenworth

Christmas

SYD
ENTERTAINMENTS

Phone:
2308

greetings
to

and

ALL

NORRIS

5Vew

from

MR. and
101, Roxhill

Year

MRS. sill)

Detenwurth,
Way,

NORRIS-,

Surrey.
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THE

.;4 WIALTHAMSTOINPRESSL ID-,
PRINTERS OF THIS PAPER

send Best Wishes '

for a Happy Christmas
to all

Readers and Advertisers.. _

THE WALTHAMSTOW PRESS, LTD.;
GUARDIAN HOUSE, 644 FOREST ROAD, LONDON. E.17
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Season's Greetings from
BENNY LEE
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*

*

*

*
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*
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Alt !-1 here's Something in the Air !

Christmas Greetings
FROM THE

SQUADRONAIRES
Directed by RONNIE ALDRICH

And "All the Best" for 1954
PICCADILLY HOUSE, PICCADILLY, LONDON, W.1 REGent 6507

HARRY LOWE
(Member of Agents Association fa T.NI,A.)

GLOUCESTER MANSIONS
CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS, LONDON, W.C.2

Cable Address: LONDON Tel: TEMple Bar 0376

Sends GREETINGS-also from
Columbia's latest Singing Star
MICKY ANDREWS

efirii4ma5 rrttingis
FROM

HAPPY HOLIDAYS IN 1954
with dancing to famous bands

at
HOLIDAY CAMPS

439 OXFORD STREET LONDON W

A Happy Christmas
and an Even Happier
New Year Sincerely

BOB HARVEY
Christmas

greetings
from

JOHNNY

ROADHOUSE
and the
STAFF

of

REGIONAL SCHOOLS

of DANCE MUSIC
DECIBEL STUDIOS,
65a Oxford Road,

Manchester, 1

Telephones:
ARDwick 3540 MOSs Side 1944

Best Wishes front

JOHNNY FRANKS
AND HIS BAND

TEM 1762 MEA 3633

All Good Wishes
FROM

TAYLOR'S
TYPEWRITERS
ADDERS-CALCULATORS

PROMPT DELIVERY

74 CHANCERY LANE (Holborn End)
Tele. HOL 3793 W.Ci

and at Maidenhead
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No Christmas is complete
144110ot ghost stories, so
here is the first of a couple
of true ones. Did you say
that there are no such things
as ghosts ? O.K., you're
entitled to your opinion, but
read this story, and another
one next week, and then try
to think of a material ex-
planation that fits the facts.
The experiences you will be
told actually happened to
our Editor and News Editor
-a couple of thoroughly down-to-earth individuals not
given to hallucinations or whimsy-and they tell their
stories without any journalistic trimmings, literary embel-
lishments or psychic bias. By the way, if you have a true
ghost story, please send it in, we'd like to use it. But we
don't want any stories that you were told about or that
happened to other people ; like the two that really hap-
pened to members of the NME, we want them at first hand.

1.ELEI FLf
Ciff WM1 lit00,11

By Ray Sonin
IN the spring of 1939, my wife and I were living in a little

house in Kensington, quite close to Notting Hill Gate.
It was a pleasant place, with a delightful atmosphere. One
night, as we were reading in bed, we heard the clear footsteps
of a man walking across the roof over our heads. The
two cats sleeping in the bedroom awoke at the first sound and
sat up, their hair bristling. They looked upwards at the
ceiling, and followed the passage of the footsteps until they
disappeared, then they settled down to sleep again.

The time was 12.35 a.m., and he walked from left to right across
the roof.

At 4.25 a.m. we were awakened by the footsteps returning, and,
once again, we followed them-and so did the cats-as they passed
over us from right to left.

Personally, I didn't find the ex-
perience particularly eerie ; it was
just odd, and what was odder still
was that we heard the footsteps

t--asitileing clearly along a straight
path and yet the roof was pointed
and there really was no straight
oath for them to walk along . .

Every night after that, the foot-
steps came and went at the same
time until finally, as this was about
the period when the IRA were
planting bombs in telephone -boxes
and generally starting a bit of
trouble round London, we thought
somebody might be up to no good
over our heads, so we reported the
matter to the police.

Naturally, we didn't think of
ghosts-nor did the police. They
sent a couple of CID men to hide
behind a convenient water -tank
and watch for the mysterious
pedestrian.

Immediately, the " man " walked
across the roof . . .

The police waited several nights
after that but the " man " only
walked when they had gone. Then
they spread flour on the roof and
criss-crossed it with black cotton.
The "man" still walked backwards
and forwards nightly, but the flour
showed no footprints and the
cotton remained unbroken.

Police
One of our best friends in the

business is ex -bandleader, " House-
wives' Choice " personality and
noted agent, George Elrick, and
George came along to try to help
us track this mysterious walker.
He heard the footsteps many times,
as did many other people whom we
invited to the house, and, in com-
pany with the police, he and I
searched every roof and attic right
along the rest of the street-but

They waited all night and, at all to no avail.
about 4.30 a.m., when it was just The police hid themselves one
getting light, they gave up their night with George in one room
vigil and went off. We watched and I and my wife in another. We
them go down the street and got were to give the detectives the sig-
back into bed. nal if and when we heard the

SEYMOUR HALL W.1
(Nearest Station Baker Street Underground)

DECEMBER 30th
7.30 - 11.30 p.m.

LONDON PRESS BALL
(In aid of

The National Union of Journalists Widows and Orphans Fund)

FEATURING

HARRY GOLD
AND HIS PIECES OF 8

with JON CLARK and MARGARET ROSE

TOMBOLA-GIRL OF THE YEAR-BUFFET and BAR-SURPRISES

Tickets (5/-) from Pat Bowman, Top Flat, 33 Eaton Rd.,
Sutton, Surrey, or on the door.

--..

George Elrick inspects the house in Kensington where the "man"
walked on the roof. The two top windows are the bedroom where
the strange footsteps described here were heard by George and many

other people.

strange walker, and it turned out
to be George who heard him first.
He gave the signal to the detectives
and they were up on the roof in
a flash. No human being could
have evaded their thorough search,
but this guy did . . . there was no
sign of him anywhere.

Commotion
Another night, my wife and I

heard "him" walking as usual and
then suddenly there was an appal-
ling commotion over our heads,
just as if he had dropped a sack
containing dozens and dozens of
wooden door -knobs. The clatter
went on for a full minute or so,
by which time I don't mind admit-
ting that we were clinging to each
other in terror.

On another occasion, George
Elrick heard him walking. He
shouted out " There he is l " and,
believe it or not, the footsteps
stopped dead. We waited breath-
lessly and then, a couple of minutes
later, they resumed their passage
on tiptoe.

By this time, even the police had
come to the conclusion that some-
thing inexplicable and supernatural
was happening, and, as we were
being unmercifully ribbed by those
of our friends to whom we told the
story, we staged a " ghost -party."
We invited about twenty of them
to the house, endured all their
laughing and teasing and then . . .
much to our delight, the " man "

I walked.
Have you ever seen one of those

Bateman cartoons, where all the
figures have their hair standing on
end and their jaws dropping wide
open ? That was exactly the sight

Modernist Club Notes
IT'S always a pleasure to welcome

an important newcomer to the
fold, and important is the word for
tenorist Ronnie Ross. Heard at
the Flamingo on Sunday, Ronnie
sounded better than Don Rendell,
with whom he was paired. And
though Don wasn't blowing at his
greatest, to cut him, even on an
off -day, is a formidable achievement !

Ronnie has already appeared be-
fore a nation-wide audience on the
TV " Teleclub " series, as we men-
tioned in this column last week.
When the other big breaks come
along, he'll be well equipped to take
advantage of them.

A word of praise, too, for Johnny
Holbrook, yet another tenorman who
jammed with, Rendell and Ross at
the Flamingo. The three horns'
opening chorus, in spontaneously
conceived harmony, was really some-
thing !

To complete our Flamingo round-
up, let us pay further tribute to the
Jimmy Currie Quartet, which is still
just about the most out -of -the -rut
combo around town. Jimmy has
had a change in the tenor department
since we last wrote about the group
with Keith Barr replacing Len Con-
way. But the individuality is still
there.

* * *
Talking of " Teleclub," as we were

a few lines back, there are to be
changes in the programme soon, if
the Empire News radio critic is
correctly informed. He wrote in
Sunday s issue :

" Can't the dank and dismal
Jimmies leave anything alone ? It
now looks as if they are getting their
way with Teleclub . . . From
New Year's Day onwards Steve Race
and his Boys will be cut down to
one jazz number per session instead

:of six."

that greeted us as the jokers found -

the joke recoil on their startled
shoulders, and then what a flurry '

and a scurry ensued as they
swarmed up on the roof to search
for the passer-by ! Needless to
say, there was no sign of him.

When the war started, he con-
tinued to walk back and forth, but
the combination of the black -out,
plus hostilities, plus a ghost was
too much for us, and we moved.

Well ?
Before any sceptical readers start

advancing their own explanations,
I ought to tell you that the police
carefully examined every brick of
the house, went through the plans
of the place and of the adjoining
property, conducted experiments to
find out if any acoustical freak
enabled us to hear the sound of
footsteps coming from somewhere
else, and generally did everything
they possibly could to find "a
material explanation for the
strange sounds. But they failed . . .

All they were able to find out
was that the house had been built
over a well in which a workman
had been drowned while the place
was being constructed.

FooTNoTE.-During the war, a
few years after all this happened,
I met one of the CID men who had
been concerned in searching for
our mysterious visitor. We talked
about the peculiar happenings, and
he finished the conversation by
saying: " Well, there's no logical
explanation, and it couldn't have
been human. As far as we are
concerned, there's only one thing
that fits all the facts. It must have
been a ghost."

What do you think ?

NEXT WEEK Read Jack
Marshall's incredible but

true story of
THE HAUNTED BALLROOM .1
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Best Wishes for Christmas
and the New Year

FROM

JACKIE
BROWN

Albemarle Street, London, W.1).
If you want to know the colour

of Bill Metcalfe's baby's eyes, or
what Eric Dawson used to eat, or
what Tony. Mansell's father used to
dig, this is the book for you!

Beautifully produced and printed,
"The Johnny Dankworth Orchestra"
is a bargain at the price.

Have you met Mr. Excitement ?
If you're a Limelight " regular," you
must know whom we are talking
about, because to have been to the
club without having heard Al
Timothy is well-nigh impossible !

Al is living proof that rhythm -and -
blues -style jazz can be made-and
appreciated-in this country. His
tenor rasps and vocal shouts have the
Limelight rocking like Harlem's
Savoy on a Saturday night. 'Null
said !

The Tony Kinsey Trio and Tommy
Whittle are also more or less resi-
dent at the same club these Satur-
days, and they still carry the smooth
kick of a fine liqueur whisky.

* *
The festive season always brings

with it a host of Christmas Party
shows at the modern jazz spots.

Probably the biggest so far
announced is that at the Parkway on
Monday, December 28. A non-stop
five hours of jazz will feature the
full Ronnie Scott Orchestra, the
Victor Feldman Quartet, the Derek
Smith Trio, the tenor horns of
Jimmy Skidmore and Don Rendell,
and many of Ted Heath's stars.

It's not difficult to reach Welwyn
Garden City. Catch a train from
King's Cross, and you're there in
half an hour.

Vi Hyland tells us that she is
giving Studio '51 a ," new look "
treatment, and at press time the place

The famous drum -duo of Phil Seaman (left) and bandleader Jack
Parnell caught by the NME camera whilst rehearsing another show -

stopping duet on drums.

We agree with this columnist's
attitude wholeheartedly, but what's
that about six jazz numbers per
session ? The most we have ever
heard is two.

Still outside the sphere of actual
jazz club activity, but none the less
of interest to all readers of this
column, is the shilling booklet, "The
Johnny Dankworth Orchestra," pub-
lished by Ken Pitt Associates (23,

is swarming with decorators.
She is opening. the club every

night during Christmas week, and
there will also be a daily record
recital from noon until 2 p.m.

Also with Christmas plans well in
hand, the Bandbox features five
groups this Sunday, including those
of the Bob Burns, Kenny Graham,
and Geoff " Bostic ' Taylor.
Closing time goes up to 11.30 p.m.

"STAFFER."

Greetings from
MICHAEL BLACK
The 'Compere' beyond compare
41 CHARING CROSS ROAD, W.C.2
GERrard 2243 & 8200

XMAS GREETINGS from

CLYNE RADIO LTD.

18, Tottenham Ct. Rd., London, W.I.
(Charing Cross Road End)

Ring MUSeum 5929/0095
For Immediate Attention!!

We are stockists of
TAPE AND WIRE RECORDING

EQUIPMENT AND ACCESSORIES
AMPLIFYING EQUIPMENT
RECORD CHANGERS AND PLAYERS

HIGH-FIDELITY SOUND EQUIPMENT
RADIO, TELEVISION, RADIOGRAM

AND 'ORTABLE CABINETS

INTRODUCING THE R.C. TAPE RECORDER
A really portable recorder-but only 25 lb. Size 163.- x
12" x 51" deep. At 45 guineas. DEMONSTRATING
NOW!
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AGENTS DIRECTORY

"Booking The Best-
With The Best"

HAROLD
DAVISON

Limited
BAND. VARIETY & GENERAL

THEATRICAL AGENCY
Suite 8, Egmont House,

116 Shaftesbury Ave., London, W.1
Telephone : GERrard 7467-8-9

Members of the Agents' Assoc. Ltd

AIRSHOWS LTD.
BAND, VARIETY & GENERAL

THEATRICAL AGENCY,

193, VictoCi St., London, S.W.I
Telephone : FAT` Gallery 0188-9

Members of the Agents' Assoc. Ltd

RABIN
AGENCY
"Britain's Leading Dance

Band Providers"
30, GLOUCESTER MANSIONS

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS
LONDON. W.C.2

Temple Bar 2816-7-8

SPECIALISING IN BANDS

JIM GODBOLT
*AGENCY*

3, GREEK ST., SOHO SQUARE,
, LON DON, W.I. GERrard 124

THE MIDLANDS FOREMOST
RESIDENT BAND BOOKERS

fORREST
ENTERTAINMENTS LTV.

SUITE 19, 38, JOHN BRIGHT ST,
BIRMINGHAM

Phones: MIDLAND 7076, 1782, 1686

sui.40 booking for .
HELANA PRESENTATIONS

. . . Why not for You ?

GERALD COHEN
Telephone :
Temple Bar
0823/4

EBOB AGENCY
33 Cranbourn St.,
London W.C.2

AN OUTSTANDING SERVICE EON
NORTHERN ORGANISERS

YIN SUMNER
ENTER CA INMENTS

7. Park Terrace,. Garslang Road.
ruiwood, Preston. Lancashire

Preston 79(119

ALFRED

PR EAGER
GERRARD 7092/3/4

97/99 CHARING X ROAD
LONDON W.C.2

Britain's Biggest
Band Bookers

MAURIC
KINN

ENTERTAINMENTS LTD.
6, Denmark Street. London, VI.C.2.

TEMple Bar 0001-2

EUROPE'S BIGGEST
BAND BOOKER

ED. W. JONES
THEATRICAL, VARIETY

& CONCERT DIRECTION
(Member of the Agents' Association)

20, REYNOLDS ROAD,
NEW MALDEN,SURREY
Phone Dement -1442 (three thirst

Telegrams A Cables
JAZZ " Phone, 141/11i0111.

MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA LW
(JOCK JACOBSEN AND NORMAN PAYNE)

REPRESENTING THE WORLD'S GREATEST BAND
ATTRACTIONS

139 PICCADILLY, LONDON, W.I.
TELEPHONE : MAYFAIR 7211 TELEGRAMS: MUSICOR, LONDON

PARIS - NEW YORK - CHICAGO - BEVERLY HILLS - BOSTON

UNIVERSAL& ENTERTAINMENTS,
Band ariety Agency n

GEORGE COOPER
19, Farm Way. Buckhurst Hilt
Essex. BUD 2820.
(Licensed Annually by E.C.C.)

CLUBS-MODERN

ANNOUNCING VEGA ! George
IV, Brixton Hill. Mondays Les Con-
don Group, surprise guests.

BANDBOX ! Cafe Anglais, Leicester
Square. Sunday 7 TILL 11.30. Denny
Boyce presents his "CHRISTMAS
PARTY" with BOB BURNS and the
JACK PARNELL ALL-STARS
featuring Jo HUNTER, Don
HONEYWELL, Max HARRIS, etc:.
Britain's "MR. BOSTIC"-GEOFF
TAYLOR and his Quintet, the
KENNY GRAHAM Group. JAZZ
at the BANDBOX Unit with Jimmy
SKIDMORE, Kathy STOBART,
Wray DOWNES, Joe MUDDEL and
the new drumming sensation DEL
BIRMINGHAM, also KEN
SYKORA SIX, pus a host of famous
guest stars. DON'T MISS THIS
GREAT NIGHT ! Membership, send
2s. 6d. and S.A.E. to Bandbox, 6,
Denmark St., W.C.2.
Be lit the

LIMELIGHT
LIMELIGHT

LIMELIGHT
(Benelux Restaurant, 14, Wardour
Street, W.1-Piccadilly end): THIS
SATURDAY, December 19. By
public demand we have retained two
of the greatest jazz groups "in town
tonight "; 7.30 -midnight. Britain's
number one clarinettist, VIC ASH
ALL STARS. Spot -light the colossal
Tele-Club tenorman Don Rendell
plus RALPH DOLLIMORE, Eddie
Taylor . . Charlie Short, etc., plus
the terrific threesome TONY KIN-
SEY with the sensational TOMMY
WHITTLE . . . Dill Jones . . .

Sammy Stokes. Extra! "Mr. Excite-
ment" AL TIMOTHY. Licensed
bars, wonderful atmosphere, ideal
surroundings in "the club that jazz
built." -MEMBERS 4/-, VISITORS
S/-. Yes, we did say members 4/-,
visitors 5/-. All pay at doors, but
come early and enjoy this great
JAZZ UNLIMITED all-star session.

DON'T be COOL, be FROZEN at
the ROBIN'S NEST. Grand Christ-
mas Session, Tony KINSEY Trio
with Don RENDELL, Derek SMITH
Trio, also Ken Turner Modernists
plus Geoff TAYLOR, 22nd, Tuesday,
"White Hart," Hornchurch.

"JAZZat theFLAMINGO"
beneath Mapleton Restaurant, corner
Coventry / Whitcomb Street, Picca-
dilly-for comfort, Christmas spirit
and wonderful jazz.

Sunday, 7-11 p.m. . . .

It's holiday time ! Here's our special
CHRISTMAS PARTY featuring
Britain's greatest musicians, including
the superlative Tony Kinsey Trio
with Tommy Whittle . . . Don Ren-
dell's Quintet with tenor sensation.
Ronnie Ross, Derek Smith's Trio ...
Guests galore include: First time
here ! "The Earl Bostic Sound" of
Geoff Taylor's alto -sax . . . Poll -
winning clarinettist, Vic Ash .. plus
"New Stars of 1953' specially
assembled by ace compere -critic Tony
Hall. It'll be fun, so please come
(early) and bring your friends !

Wednesday, 7.30-11 p.m...
Clubland's biggest Christmas treat !
Together again for one night only
top say ist-bandleaders J 0 H N N Y
DANKWORTH and RONNIE
I'COTT !! . . Plus resident jazz
greats: Tony Kinsey Trio, Tommy
Whittle, Don Rendell Quintet, Derek
Smith Trio, Tony Hall. Only 3/6d.
members ! Don't miss it ! Member-
ship? 2/6d. and S.A.E. to 9, Wood-
lands, North Harrow, Middlesex.

CLUBS-MODERN (Contd.)

BAGATELLE, Mayfair Place,
Berkeley St., W.I. Europe's greatest
trumpeter KENNY BAKER and
Quartet plus VIC ASH TRIO, ALL
STAR and SEM1-PRO Session 7.30-
11.30. 4/6 before 8 P.m. 5/- after.
Come early. Licensed Bar and Buffet.
FELDMAN'S
A 100. Oxford Street. Sunday. 7.30.
B Announcing our special Christ -
U mas Party ! Back by demand !
L Europe's most original arranger -
O composer -tenor - saxist - showman,
U Kenny Graham's Afro - Cuban
S Group featuring Ginger Johnson

(bongoes), Dizzy Recce, Dickie de
Vere, etc. . And again ! Britain's

greatest jazz -playing foursome: Tony
Kinsey Trio with tremendous tenor -
man Tommy Whittle. Compere, John
Sharman, Famous guests galore.
Clubland's greatest value for moneys

JUST JAZZ . . . at
STUDIO 51

STUDIO 51
STUDIO 51

10/11, Gt. Newport Street, Leicester
Sq. TONIGHT, SKIDMORE and
THE MEN OF JAZZ, SATURDAY,
3-5,. Records; 7.30 p.m., together
again for one great session TOMMY
POLLARD-JOHNNY ROGERS
ALL STARS plus Mr. Saxophone
JIMMY SKIDMORE MEN OF
JAZZ, etc., Terry Brown, Joe Mud -
del, Harry Klein. SUNDAY, 3-6,
Record Session, from 7 p.m. JIMMY
SKIDMORE, HARRY KLEIN,
TERRY BROWN, JOE MUDDEL,
BILL EYDEN, etc. MONDAY,
NIGHT AT EIGHT . . . Record.
Session ! TUESDAY, DISC -DATE
from 8 p.m., Record Session. WED-
NESDAY, back by demand, JAKKI
ELLENS' GROUP, SKIDMORE,
BROWN, MUDDEL, KLEIN, etc.

YOUR club, STUDIO 53, White
Lion, Edgware. YOUR day-this,
SUNDAY, 7.30. YOUR music-
Buddy Featherstonhaugh, T o m ns y
Pollard, Toni Anton All Stars. and
the JAKKI ELLENS' Group from
Studio 51. YOUR Host-Blx Curtis.
YOUR price -2/6.

FAN CLUBS
KAY STARR - details, S.A.E.,

Nina Liddiard, 8, D'AI Islay St., W.I.

PERSONAL

BRITISH FRIENDSHIP
SOCIETY, 231, Baker Street. Lon
don, N W.1 Founded 1940. Mem
bers everywhere.-Write for par-
ticulars

REHEARSAL ROOMS

REHEARSAL ROOM. Piano.
Tape Recorder. 6, Denmark Street.
W.C.2 Temple Bar 3979.

ACCOMMODATION

CENTRAL. High - class accom-
modation; partial board. Rehearsal
facilities. Tel.: PRI 6608.

PRINTING

A HAPPY and TASTEFULLY
designed CHRISTMAS CARD from
SHAPPS STUDIOS (Publicity Dept r,
30, Atlantic Road, London, S.W.9.

JAll RECORDS
DO YOU LIVE IN GLASGOW ?

Then your record dealer is The
Record Shop, 195, Tollcross Road.
J.R.R.A., of course.

JAZZ RECORDS and books
bought and sold-best prices from
the best shop. THE INTER-
NATIONAL BOOKSHOP, 52, Char-
ing Cross Road, W.C.2. Phone
TEM 2315-Ask for Jimmy Asman

RECORDS FOR SALE
EARLY DELETED American and

English jazz on standard speed, Long
Playing Jazz on U.S.A. labels. S.A.E.
to Box No. 267.

Your NME . . delivered
EVERY FRIDAY MORNING

By filling in this Subscription form, and sending
it to us, with your remittance, you can MAKE

SURE OF YOUR COPY EACH WEEK
Please enter my name as a subscriber,
commencing with your next issue :-

NAME 602aP

ADDRESS
(BLOCK CAPITALS)

Tick period required : 12 months (30/-) 6 months (15/-)
Post to "New Musical Express." 5 Denmark Street W.C.2

CLUBS-TRADITIONAL.
BAGATELLE, Mayfair Place.

Berkeley St., W.I. GREAT XMAS
EVE JAZZ BALL, December 24th,
8 p.m.-midnight. Debut of the new
NORMAN CAVE Band with Lennie
Hastings, Dave Shepherd, etc. GUEST
STARS . . 5/-. Come early .

Licensed Bar and Buffet.
CHARLIE GALBRAITH'S

BANDSHOW ! ! Thursdays 8-10.30
"New Crown Hotel." St. Paul's Road
Highbury.

COOK'S FERRY INN XMAS
PARTY, Sunday 7-10, Charlie Gal-
braith's & Bob Dawbarn's Barn
stomers, Geoff Watts, Eric Edwards.
Licensed bar.

CY LAURIE Jazz Club, Mac's. Gt.
Windmill Street (opposite Windmill
Theatre), Sundays. 7 30-11

DELTA JAZZ CLUB, Benelux, 15.
Wardour Street, W.I. Sunday 7.30
p.m MIKE DANIELS' JAZZMEN,
FRED HUNT BOOGIE TRIO,
RAY FOXLEY GROUP. Next Sun-
day Party night.

EALING FRIDAY'S, "Fox and
Goose," Hanger Lane, SOUTHERN
STOMPERS. -

GLENCOE ARTS CLUB-Sailing
Barge Glencoe now at Harts Boat -
builders. Portsmouth Road, Kingston -
on -Thames. gar open daily from 5
o'clock to members and guests.
Dancing Wed.. Thurs.. Fri., and
Sots.

HOT CLUB OF LONDON, Sun-
day, 7 p.m, KEN COLLYER'S Jazz-
men; Shakespeare Hotel, Powis
Street, Woolwich.

HUMPHREY LYTTELTON
CLUB meets every Monday. Wednes-
day and Saturday 100. Oxford
Street. - Details of club from S4.
Newman Street. W.I. LAN 5861.

SOUTH LONDON JAZZ CLUB.
Fellowship Inn, S.E.6. Sunday,
7 p.m. BOBBY MICKLEBURGH'S
BOBCATS. Party night next week.

SOU EHERN JAZZ CLUB, Leytorr-
stone, Fridays ERIC SILK'S
Southern Jazzband.

THE. PHOENIX, 44, Gerrard
Street. Saturdays.

TWICKENHAM, Boxing Day,
opening of New Venue at "The
Fox," Church St. Special Session
with Resident Riverside Jazz Band
and guests Southern Stompers. Jazz,
not noise.

WOOD GREEN. Sunday: JOE
DANIELS ALLSTARS. Tuesday:
MIKE DANIELS JAZZMEN.

TUITION

ACCORDION, GUITAR, Banjo,
Saxophone, Drums. Three lessons
10s. 6d. Musical instruments for sale
H.P. Part exchange. 122, High St.,
Colliers Wood, S.W.19. LIB 6513.

BRITAIN'S BEST Saxophone
Teacher Leslie Evans teaches per-
sonally EVERY lesson-no sub-
stitutes - no classes. Beginner
Technical Studies. Music Free
Moderate, Advanced Courses, Tim-
ing, Also excellent postal tuition.
Low fees, unlimited patience. Sylla-
bus: 275. Colney Hatch Lane, N.11.
ENT 4137.

BOBBY KEVIN & MAURICE
PLACQUET (Drums) have vacancies
for Pupils. SHE 6000.

CENTRAL SCHOOL OF DANCE
MUSIC offers INDIVIDUAL tuition
under Britain's Leading Musicians.
Harmony and Ear Training a
speciality. Pupils under personal
supervision of Principal I V 0 R
MAIRANTS. CONSULT OUR
FREE INSTRUMENTAL ADVICE
BUREAU AND SAVE MONEY.
Nearest to personal tuition is the
Ivor Mairants' Guitar Postal Course.
Apply C.S.D.M., 15, West Street
Cambridge Circus. TEM 3373/4.

FREDDY CLAYTON - trumpet
tuition. MAI 9220.

GUITAR TUITION. Beginners
postal course (Plectrum) compiled by
London Professional. 5 laessons in-
cluding chord chart. 10s. 6d. Kirk-
wood, 103, Lampton Rd., Hounslow,
Middlesex.

HAWAIIAN ELECTRIC Guitar
tuition. Modern style. Kirkwood,
103, Lampton Rd., Hounslow, Mddx.

HARRY HAYES tot the tines,
saxophone and clarinet tuition
Beginners to advanced sections
coached. Success guaranteed. 20,
Remaly Street. W 1 GER 1285

JOHNNY SHAKESPEARE, trum-
pet tuition adv/beg. 51, West Ken-
sington Mansions. W.14 FUL. 9639
enquiries 5.30-8 p.m

MAURICE BURMAN teaches all
aspects of singing ; s.a e. 293, White
House, Albany Street, N.W.1.

INSURANCE

OUR ACCIDENT POLICY
OFFERS £10 per week, up to 100
WEEKS. Cost is only £3 per year
Details from W. C. Collins & Co.,
INSURANCE BROKERS, 14/18,
Queen Victoria Street, London,
E.C.4. CIT 6875.

M.I.M.A. See under Special
Notices

INSTRUMENT REPAIRS
HARRY HAYES' Repair Service

is universally accepted as the best
and most economical in Great
Britain ; lacquering a speciality -20
Romilly St (Cambridge Circus). W.I.

HOHNER-7-complete repan servici
lot Accordions and Chromatic Har
mon icas Expert craftsmen-Hoh net
(NME), 9, Farringdon Road. E.C.1
FIOL, 81550;2253.

NOTIFICATION OF
VACANCIES ORDER. 1952

Engagement .o1 persons answering
these entvertisements Inast be made
through the local office of the
Ministry of Labour, or Scheduled 11

Employment Agency if the applicant
is a malt IS -64 inclusive, or a woman
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless otherwise
excepted from the provisions of the
Notification 0/ Vacancies Order 1952

ENGAGEMENTS WANTED

ACCORDION/PIANIST. Acorn
1025.

ARTHUR SPILLING, drummei
96, Clarendon Way. St. Paul's Cray.
Kent.

BERT CROME (Drummer) reader
modern Transport. NOR 3811

BILL SUTCLIFFE Bass/Vocals/
Baby Sitting. No baby under 19
considered. BAY 6710.

DRUMMER, experienced. RUIslip
3167.

DRUMMER, free all evenings
until New Year. HOUnslow 3805.

GERRY MeLOUGHLIN Drums/
Vibes/ Transport/ Shoe Blacking
Own Equipment. Jolson impressions.
BAY 6710.

MODERN STYLE Vocalist, Gigs.
Perm. Phone POP 9338 Day, POP
5063 Evening.

PIANIST, HAMpstead 2558.
TWO CLANCEYS. Versatile

musical act. Vacant for concerts,
Masonics, Cabaret. ROD'6188.

VOCALIST FOR Gigs or Perm,
Box No. 262.

MUSICIANS WANTED

SOLO FLAUTIST urgently re-
quired for a famous Scottish Military
Band. Promising boy musicians, 15-
17 also needed. Must sign a Regular
Army engagement. Apply Band-
master, Streatlam Camp, BARNARD
CASTLE.

TWO KEEN young Clarinet
players and Flautist wanted for
Royal Artillery Orchestra (and
Military Band). Musical duties only.
Apply Director of Music, Royal
Artillery Band of Office, Woolwich.
S.E.18.

WANTED for THE R 0 Y A I.
ARTILLERY MOUNTED BAND.
Pianist and Drummer. Vacancies
also ,exist for young String Players
between the ages of 15-16t years
Wind Instruments also considered
Duties entirely musical. Apply to
Director of Music, R.A. Mounted
Band, Mons Barracks. Aldershot.

SPECIAL NOTICES

LOOK, AGENTS, Promoters and
Secretaries-The IMESON BROS.
BAND. Now available for some
mid -week dates. Present week -end
contract terminates March 28th, 1954
Vacant until June 5th - including
Easter.

MUSICIANS' MOTOR INSUR-
ANCE. Premiums by instalments if
desired. Send Postcard for details:
M.I.M.A., 6, Laurence Pountney
Hill, E.C.4. MIN 9008

SITUATIONS VACANT
DENIS COLEMAN Singers, re-

quire all voices, dancers. Write 10,
Paragon, New Kent Road, S.E.1.

STAFF BAND VACANCIES-
Alamein Band, Royal Tank Regt.,
can accept a few young instrumen-
talists for training, age 15-17 years.
Apply to Director of Music, Alamein
Band, Tidworth, Hants.

BANDS

ALL BANDS - all functions -
always WII.C()X. Organisation. -4.
Earlham Street, W C.2 TEMple Bat
1762/3/4

BANDS AVAILABLE Add iscombe
5285.

BERT CONWAY and his BANI).
Cabaret, M.C. THO 3096.

MELONOTES. 3-8 piece.-ADS
1971 (eve)

INSTRUMENTS WANTED

BOEHM CLARINET, 1.p wanted
urgently. Cash waiting.-Len Daniels.
4, Soho Street. London. W.I GER
1604.

TRANSPORT

COACHES FOR BANDS. tours
and outings Compel dive prices
Personal attention - TEM 3970
6 Denmark Street, W C.2.

RECORDING

QUEENSWAY PRIVATE RE-
CORDING STUDIOS. Mobile and
Studio. Tape recording service.
Tape to Disc/Tape.-123. Queens -
way, W.2. BAY 4992.

REGENT SOUND STUDIOS.
RALPH ELMAN directing the tinesi
studio up West-for quick and satis-
fying service tape to disc-disc to
tape For professional and private
recording. Pianist or group can he
supplied 4, Denmark Street. W C.2
FEM 6769/6560.

WEDDINGS - CONFERENCES.
on't spot within three hours. That's
the TED SCOTT RECORDING
service. No Hourly charges. ALB
4016.

mmisms. THE NEW
MUSICAL. EXPRESS
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS RATES

ANY HEADING Al
6d. PER WORD

Please allow 2 extra words if Bus
No. is required, and add 1/- for

service Charge.

ENGAGEMENTS WANTED
34. per word

BLACK CAPITALS
after first two wards at double rate
All classified advertisements must

be pre -paid and sent to
CLASSIFIED ADVT. DEPT.

'The New Musical Express'
5, Denmark Street, London, W.c.2.

TEMple Bar 0902

Jo ALL-NIGHT PARTY
at

CY LAURIE JAll CLUB
Mac's, Gt. Windmill Street,

Piccadilly Circus
9 p.m. Xmas night -7 a.m. Boxing

morning

CY LAURIE BAND
KEN COLLYER'S JAZZMEN

(Inc. SKIFFLE GROUP)
Graham Stewart's Jazzmen
Many guest artists, musicians, etc.
SNACK BAR. LOUNGE
Admission 10/6. (Members. 8/6)

REDUCED from Inenvv&
£12.12-0 to '.11.11111UOu

Brand new, Yes, a third
of the price of any com-
fortable dress suit to
advertise our bumper
catalogue. Excellent
quality woollen mixture
with dress faced lapels and braided
side to trousers. Real tailored gar-
ments, smart and distinguished. Why
hire or use a lounge suit? Match a
cocktail or evening gown whenever
the occasion arises. Give chest,
waist and inside leg. 42in. to SOin.
chest 20/- extra. Post 1/9. Money
back guarantee. LIST, WATCHES.
BINOCULARS, ETC., TERMS
Headquarter & General Supplies Ltd.
(3IEX /3), 196-200, Coldharbour
Lane, Loughbore Jet., London, s E.6.
Open All Saturday. 1 p.m. Wednesday

SUPERIOR COACHES LTD.
LUXURY COACHES FOR BANDS

29 to 37 Seaters
Heated Coaches, Experienced

Courteous Drivers,
Telephone TOT 6876 or 8971

A dd resa:
648a HIGH ROAD, N.17

HAROLD BERENS. 1
SAYS

for the Finest Coffee visit the

BAR ITALIA
22 FRITH STREET, W.1

R. 'BRAMSON MUSIC SERVICE
Copying and Arranging

Incorporating Clarion Photos.
PHOTO REPRODUCTIONS

WHILE YOU WAIT
Nothing too small or too large.

Send for price nets.
Itia, ST. GILES HIGH STREET,
W.C.2. TEM 2855

DRUMS
DOC. HUNT says :

01 Alerrp Xmas%
anb 3ottp yob

jeatttj to you all"
A FEW EASY -ON -THE -

POCKET PRESENTS
Pieper, super £16 0 0
Plpperette, pure pearl £12 0 0
Ajax 201n. MD., cracker £15 0 0
Besson 3 oct. Xylophone,

scull pro. job £15 0 0
Several Rarz-Ma-Tazz Kits,

good fib 0 0
P r e nr t e r 1937 Concert

Vibraphone, Oke £75 0 0
Doe's Bongoes; cheap and

cheerful f5 0 0
Broadway Bass Drum, S/3

-L.R.T.H. £12
Sill Hi -Hats - knock 'em

out fl 10 0
Pair S/II 12In. Zyns-with

that Monday feelhig-
pair £1 15 0

THE DOC'S H.P. OWN TERNS
HEADS - STICKS - BRUSHES

and all the "kitchen" stuff.
IMMEDIATE return I.O.D.

No waiting!
* THE DRUM STUDIO
* GOOD S/H GEAR
* L.W.H. HEADS
* GOOD REPAIRS
* PART EXCHANGE with a

difference-IT'S PERSONAL !

*"JET" 1 SERVICE

L W. HUNT DRUM CO., LTD.
The Drusonere Headquarter.

10/11 Archer St., Shaftesbury Ave..
London, W.I. GERrard 8911
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A Very Merry
Christmas & Best

Wishes to all in 1954

ANNETTE
KLOOGER

HELLO,
there ! Well, Christmas

is not far off, and the pub-
lishers are in the throes of sending
out what must amount to thousands
of Christmas cards. The Christmas
bit parade is now set, and everyone
is already beginning to talk of their
songs for January, 1954. Such is
the music business.

LAST Monday I was a guest at
two very enjoyable parties.

I went to the Lord Taverners'
lunch as the guest of Leslie Osborne,
of Ascherbergs, and if by any chance
you don't know who the Lord
Taverners are, I will explain.

They are a body of men drawn
from all parts of the entertainment
profession who have two things in
Common. A great love of cricket,
and the fact that they watch it from
the " Tavern " at Lord's. As you
can imagine, they are a very merry
company.

They don't, however, stop at being
enthusiasts for the game. In the
three years and five months of their
being, they have already contributed
over £3,000 to the National Playing
Fields Association, all of which goes
towards cricket pitches and gear for
those youngsters who otherwise
would have no chance of playing
cricket at all.

)14.0!kopkitoos:§0.1.40,§i

At the lunch I saw such notabili-
ties in the business as Philip Harben,
Oscar Preuss, the recording manager
of Parlophone Records, Guy Middle-
ton, the film star, Alan Stranks, the
writer of the radio programme

P.C. 49," and many others.
The speeches were great -and here

I must tell you what a wonderful
after -dinner speaker the great
cricketer, Patsy Hendren, is. He had
the entire company in fits -for
nearly three-quarters of an hour.
And for an amateur to make the
professionals laugh like that is no
mean feat.

LATER in the evening I went to
the party given by the Decca

Luxembourg programme, " Your
Record Shop."

Dickie Attenborough had his
hands full conducting the party,
which was recorded for transmission
over Christmas. Most of the big
artists on Decca were there, and met
a selection of the public who
regularly listen to the programme.

I had a word with Edmund° Ros,
who told me his Monte Carlo deal
is all set, and how much he was
looking forward to it.

Mantovani told me he thinks his
orchestra will be setting a record
in air travel. On Boxing Day the

NOW Be Ready for the Dance Season

LOOK AT THESE BARGAINS
TRUMPETS. Selected Instruments

Cash 1%kly.
Beginners' Instruments

from
Viking, G.L., new ...
Regent, G.L., Rot. Ch.
Regent, G.L., as new
Highain, G.B.,

new (£10 off)
Regent, G.L., soiled

8 gns.
15 gns.

£20
£20

Regent, B. & H., S.F.,
as new £25

Conn, G.L., as new ... £30
....-Jklescher, CLL., Aristo-

crat A.1 ... £30
King, Tpt.-Cor., G.L. £30
Besson, N., Creation,

G.L., I. bone £35
Selmer. G.L., excel.

instrument £33 12/ -
ACCORDION BARGAINS

Casa% 36 bass, blue ... £15 5/-
Casall. 48 bass, grey ... £15 5/-
Hohner Verdi 1, 46 bass,

5/-
6/-
6/-

Alvarl, 48 bass, black
Antorki Ludwig, 48 bass,

white
Hohner Verdi 3, 120

bass, white ...
Settling Soprani, 120

bass, blue
Estrella, 120 bass, blue
Marini, 120 bass, white
Casali Veronl, 120 bass,

£23 7/-
£24 8/-

8/-
10/-

10/-
10/-

12/ -

£15 5/-
£15 5/-
£15 5/-
£23 6/-
£25 6/-
£25 6/-
£25 6/-

£25 6/-
Bosselit Rimini, 120

bass, white ... ... £26 6/-
Antorla Slia, 120 bass,

blue £28 10/ -
Rohner, 120 bass, red £28 10/-
Scandalli, 120 bass, blue £30 10/ -
Palo Soprani, 120 bass,

white ... CIO 10/ -
Romani, 120 bass, blue 130 10/-
Scandalli Casali £40 14/-
Scandalli Symphony £45 15/-

15/6 coupler, Rancos, Dallapes,
Paolo Sops, etc.

DRUMS
John Grey, S.D., 14 x

Carlton, T.T., chrome
12 x 8, 14 x 12
The Pair £10

Ajax Toms, gold glitter,
12 x 8, 14 x 12
The Pair ...

Beverly, T.T., black,
17 x 14 ... £10

Ajax & Premier, white
28 x 14, bass drums £10

Premier, Toms, 12 x 10,
14 x 12, black, The

Reno, S.D., super, 14 x
6, white

Reno, S.D., super 14 x
8, white

Reno, 20 x 20 B.D.
(with internal damper)

Reno Toms, 15 x 12,
and 12 x 8, The Pair

Ajax Kit, with two

£10

£12

£15 51-

£15 5/-
£15 5/-
115 5/-
£20 6/-
£30 10/ -

Premier, Set of Three
Tom - Toms, Crystal
Flash, 12 x 81, 14 x
10, 16 x 16, new.
Half-price, The Set 130 10/-

Modern Super Kits -HALF-PRICE
Cash Wkly.

B.D., S.D., Two Toms
and fittings, wh./finIsh
Celastoid. The Set ... £65 15/ -
Blue Pearl or White
Pearl. The Set ... £75 15/ -

TROMBONES
Second-hand Trombones

£10
Lincoln, G.L., new

guaranteed ... £17 5/-
B. & H. Regent, S.P.,

shop-soiled £30 10/ -
Hessen, G.L. .- £35 12/ -

ALTO SAXOPHONES
H.P. Alto, suit learner £10 -
H.P. Conn " " £15
Rampone, S.P. 128 9/ -
Buescher. S.P. 135 10/ -
King, super, new, U.S.A.

model £38 13/ -
Selmer, model 22 ... £38 13/ -
Buescher, Aristocrat ... £40 13/-
Rampone, Special, five

extra keys ... £40 13/ -
Buescher, G.L., Top F f42 13/ -
Conn, G.L., Top F. ... £45 15/-
Dolnet. as new ... ... £45 15/ -
Grafton, Plastic, new ... £48 15/ -
New King Super ... £55 15/ -
Pennsylvania 155 15/ -
Selmer, balanced action £05 17/ -
Selmer, Penn., G.L.,

latest (save £30) ... £68 17/ -
Conn, as new ... £15 18/ -

TENORS
Regent, plating perfect £45 15/ -
York 165 17/ -
Buescher £65 17/ -
Conn, S.P., Top F,

re -padded . . £65 18/ -
Pennsylvania, ex.

condition 18/ -
Martin Super £85 20/ -
Conn, G.L. £85 20/ -
Selmer, Penn., G.L.,

new (save £30) ... £91 20/ -
Selmer, B.A., G.L., new £130 30/ -

BARITONES
Selmer. Penn., G.L.,

brand new (save £70)
Conn, G.L., exceptional

-as new ... £80

175 15/ -

18/-
B FLAT CLARINETS

Jerome, Simple System £11
Oboes ... £12 & £18 5/ -
Bassoon £15 5/ -
Console, Boehm ... £15 5/ -
Selmer, Sax. Fingering £15 5/ -
Selmer. Boehm ... 117 6/ -
Lafleur. Boehm, new .,. £20 6/ -
Regent, Boehm, new ... £20 6/ -
Conservatoire, Boehm ... £22 6/ -
Bass Clarinet £24 7/-
Cov. Hole, Boehm, all

extra keys ... 128 7/ -
Selmer Sterling, new

(save £8) £30 I0/ -
Buffet, Boehm, brand
nex £50 15/ -

THESE ARE ONLY A FEW -IT IS
NOT POSSIBLE TO INCLUDE

EVERYTHING
IF THE INSTRUMENT YOU RE-
QUIRE IS NOT ON THIS LIST

PLEASE ASK
EVERY MAKE OF NEW INSTRU-

MENT IN STOCK

SERVICE for MUSICIANS by MUSICIANS - Everything Musical

Cash + Terms + Part Exchange

REN0 7 64 OXFORD ST., MANCHESTER 1
(Opposite Palace Theatre) CEN 6273

Renowned for a Fair and Square Deal.
Jim Reno's MUSICIANS' DIARY -FREE

Enclose 6d. Postage

0/40,§0

THE ALLEY CAT
Musk Business News & Chatter

Flowers for Christmas On his one-night stands, Joe Daniels has a
very original and gallant gimmick. He presents a flower to each lady
in the ballroom, and here the NME has caught him distributing

chrysanthemums during a dance he and his band played this week.

entire orchestra of 40 musicians, plus
their equipment, will be flying to a
concert in Hamburg. A ten-day tour
of Germany follows.

* * *
D° you remember I told you how

the fans had been kissing
David Whitfield's car, and left their
lipstick marks all over it ? Well, I
have to report that his car has
received two " kisses " since then,
but this time from other four -wheeled
vehicles. Consequently David is now
back at the old " Shank's Pony "
lark.

David also told me that he is
looking forward immensely to open-
ing in panto at Bolton after Christ-
mas. It will be his first ever. Good
luck, David.

ON my way back from Arsenal
last Saturday, I turned on the

radio and heard Julie Dawn singing
" Hullo, Young Lovers " in the Show
Band Show. I have only one word
for it. Sensational ! It is already
a good song, but with that sort of
treatment, it becomes a great one.

POPPED
in to see the Heath out-

fit at the Royal, Tottenham,
last Monday, and as usual everyone
was standing on their eyelashes.

You know, Ted is a wonderful
guy. I noticed while his singers
were performing he was asking the
fans if they could see, and making
sure that he, personally, wasn't in
the way.

The sensation of the evening was
when Dickie (Oh, how I wish I could
sing like that !) Valentine did his
Johnnie Ray routine. He finished
up singing to a particular girl in the
audience -and eventually, by request,
he gave her a little kiss.

Personally, I've never been kissed
by Dickie-but it must be dynamite,
because the grateful recipient went
out like a light !

Dickie-being the grand guy he is
-when he'd finished his act, didn't
forget to make sure she was OK.

* * *
RAN into Harry Jacobson, the

popular pianist, looking fit and
brown after his trip to the Middle
East. He went over with Carole

MEET THE BBC BAND BOSS
WHENEVER we write about

popular entertainment on
the radio, the name of Mr.
Jim Davidson inevitably crops
up.

Usually known as the BBC
Dance Music
Chief, though
h i s position
with the Cor-
poration is offi-
cially described
a s Assistant
Director o f
Variety (Music),
Mr. Davidson
cannot help hit-
ting the head-
lines almost
every week.

It is he who
decides which
bands may
broadcast, and
when. The very
tunes played and sung on the
air fall, to some extent, under
his control.

Obviously, a man with such
power has to be well qualified
for the job, if he is not to
cause untold resentment. Just
as obviously, Mr. Davidson has
a background of such experi-
ence and scope that one can
only, respect him, while taking
democratic leave to disagree
strenuously with his decisions
from time to time !

Jim Davidson was born in
Sydney, Australia, in 1902.
After leaving school at the age
of fourteen he worked as a
clerk with Lever Brothers, the
famous soap manufacturers, for
six years, but then found that
the lure of entertainment was too
strong to resist.

In 1922 young Jim made his
vaudeville bow as percussionist,
dancer and comic, under the aus-
pices of New Era Stage Presen-
tations. By 1935, he was lead-
ing what was known to be the
biggest dance band in the
British Commonwealth.

Such now famous artistes as
Joy Nichols and Kitty Bluett
sang at one time or another
with the Davidson band, but
this outfit was only one of Jim's
many activities.

During the
'thirties he was
musical director
for the Aus-
tralian branch
of Columbia
Records, and
also for the
Australian
B road casting
Commission in
Melbourne and
Sydney, before
becoming atheatrical
production
manager.

The early war
days found Jim

serving with the Australian
Army Entertainment Unit, in
the Middle East and Pacific
Zones. He reached the rank
of Lieutenant -Colonel in this,
the only Allied Forces show
contingent which was part of
the military establishment.

Davidson toured battle areas
with the "Fifty Fifty Show "
(a joint Australian and Ameri-
can enterprise); directed a
seventy-five piece army concert
orchestra ; staged service revue,
variety and dramatic troupes ;
and produced forces' radio
programmes.

He left the army in 1946 for
an executive post with Tivoli
Theatres until, while on holiday
in England two years later, he
was offered his present BBC
position, which he took up on
May 1, 1948.

In the little spare time at his
disposal, Jim Davidson hunts
for additions to his fine antique
glass and china collection. He
is also an expert cabinet maker,
and photographer.

.1"M:R. 0 I' S for records
If you are in town visit our new self-service Melody Bar -
just pick a record and play it over without waiting for an

assistant.

If you are out of town we have a special postal service
for you -give us a ring.

If you want all the new catalogues sent to you each month
send 7s. 6d. for a year's supply.

112-116 New Oxford St., London, W.C.I. MUS. 7878

Carr to entertain the troops in the
Canal Zone. In the month they
were there, they did forty concerts;
Harry tells me that it was one of
the greatest experiences of his life.
The boys really appreciated it.

As seems only too often the case,
our troops out there are starved of
star entertainment, and Harry begged
me to say that if any artist wants
a grand month's work -go. You'll
never play to a better audience.

Welcome home, Carole and Harry.
You're a credit to the business.

RintoAN the popular bandleader
Charles Shadwell the other day.

Charles, to my mind, is a great
entertainer and I feel that his talent
has been ignored for far too long.

As it's getting near circus time
again, and on the subject of Charlie
Shadwell, I heard a wonderful story
about him at the big circus he was
the MD of last year.

As you can imagine, the job of
synchronising the orchestra with the
steps of the Liberty horses is a very
difficult one indeed. However, one
of his friends came back stage to see
Charlie after the show, and after
saying how much he had enjoyed it,

an actress, and that's all 1 could get
from her. Then Benny Lee arrived
-well I had plenty of trouble with
Benny -he wanted to sing!

I'VE just had a look through the
N.M.E. Annual, and I do hope

you have your copy ordered. It's
the best value for money I've seen
in the musical paper line, since pre-
war.

You may think this is a plug
suggested by the Editor, but I can
assure you it isn't. You buy one and
I am sure you will see what I mean.
I say this in spite of the fact that
they have not let your Alley Cat
write anything in it 1

* *
FELINE congratulations to "Feed-

back " the AFN studio cat at
Frankfurt. I hear she has just
become the proud mother of five
kittens.

And stop looking at me like that I
* * *

The Conductor Speaks Dept. On one
of his recording sessions Bill
" Barbirolli " Cotton was very dis-
satisfied with the sound he was
getting in a certain song. In his usual
manner he stormed out of the

Recovering from a throat operation, Winifred Atwell enjoys herself
reading the NME 116 -page Annual. She looks happy -and so will you,
once you open the pages of this lavishly -produced volume, now on sale.

remarked that he thought the horses
were brilliant, and couldn't under-
stand how they were trained to
follow the beat of the conductor!

* * *
Iwas very pleased to meet the

charming young hostess of Tele-
club, Jean Aubrey and her young
sister Diana the other day. Jean is
a very natural girl and we had a
lot of laughs together.

When 1 asked her if there was
anything about herself I could tell
you, she replied " Well, I always
leave gloves on buses, if that's any
help." Having drawn a blank there,
I asked her how she became the
hostess of the Club. Well, Jean
was trained as a ballet dancer and
got the job purely on an interview.
Nothing exciting there. So I started
on her sister. Diana's training to be

control box and pointing to the brass
he said " that was b awful,
what would it sound like if you
took the mutes out ? "

To which one of the brass section,
in a cockney accent, said " LOUD."

He is still in the band.
Later in the session, Bill turned

to the leader of his session singing
group and said " Now I am positive
you are the richest non -singer in the
singing business."

He alsd is still with the band.

IT by any chance you have been
1- impressed with the mystery
singer who sings with George
Mitchell on the show "Top Of The
Town," I can tell you, that if you
listen this week you will learn his
identity. He is to be unmasked.

Happy Christmas
and a

Record'New Year
to Everyone

EDDIE
CALVERT

'THE MAN WITH THE
GOLDEN TRUMPET"
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