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One of life’s more
rewarding decisions.

KEF
Reference
Series

23z 2

050 200500 2k 0k 4A

If only all decisions in life were as
straightforwanl as this.

The fact is that if you want the
purest sound and the most
uncompromising spcciﬁcalion, it
simply has to be New KEF Reference.

Every speaker must
~—= match our engineers’
¥ 'reference' prototype to
an almost unbelicvable
tolerance ot 0.5 decibels. This means
vou can be sure that the sound
originally achieved at KEF will be
recreated in your home. Exactly.

Our breakthrough Uni-Q*
technology delivers an
astonishing stesco image, its
unique point source
design, with the tweeter
at the exact acoustic
centre of the mid-range
cone, lets you visualise the precise
location of every pertormer on the
stage. What’s more, because of
Uni-Q's smooth, even dispersion
y()u'll hear that incredible realism
throughout the room. From speakers

this good you'(l expect outstanding

» 4

bass performance.
With KEF's famous
1 ‘coupled cavity' bass

Y 4/‘ system, now further
¥ b improved with
b interports, you getit.
¢ We go to similar

1.H extremes in perfecting

| &/

— - every detail.

Some vou can't sce, like Oxvgen-
Free Copper internal wiring or
magnetic shiekling (vital in Home
Theatre). Some you can -
sumptuously veneered cabinets with
heavily gold-plated feet and
terminals, for example.

In other words, each pair of
Reference speakers is as close to
perfection as KEF can make it.

When you know you can choose
the best, would you willingly settle

tor anything less?

The experience
of sound

SPEAKERS SHOWN ARZ MOCEL FOUR IN ROSEWQOD FINISH KEF AND UNI-Q ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS
UNI-Q IS PROTECTED UNCER GB PATENT 2 236929 WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING KEF AUDIO (UK) LIMITED, DEPT HFwW1
ECCLESTON ROAD. TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME 15 6QP. TELEPHONE (01622) 672261

KEF Reference

Series Authorised

Dealers

ABERDEEN
BARNSLEY

BATH

BISHOP STORTFORD
BLOXWICH
BOURNEMOUTH

BRISTOL
CARDIFF

CHANDLER’S FORD
CHELTENHAM
CHESTER
CONGLETON
COVENTRY

EDGBASTON

EDGWARE

GODSTONE
GUILDFORD
HEREFORD
HUDDERSFIELD
KINGS LYNN
LONDON W1
LONDON W1
LONDON W5
MAIDSTONE
MANCHESTER
MONTROSE
NEW MALDEN
NEWCASTLE
NORWICH
NOTTINGHAM
OTLEY

OXFORD

PETERBOROUGH
PORTSMOUTH
SALISBURY
SHEFFIELD
SHREWSBURY
SOLIHULL
TWICKENHAM
WORCESTER

WORTHING

Holburn Hi-Fi

01224 585713

Barnsley Hi-F1 Centre 01226 205549

Paul Green
Audio File
Sound Academy
Suttons Hi-Fi

Radford Hi-Fi
{head ofiice)

Audio Excellence
(head ofiice}

Hampshire Audio
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
Audio Excellence
Congleton Hi-Fi
Frank Harvey Hi-Fi
Music Matters

Musical Images
(head office)

Surrey Hi-Fi

P J H-Fy

English Audio
Huddersfield Hi-Fi
Martins Hi-Fi

HiFi Expenence
K J Leisuresound
Audio Concept
Speakers Comer
The Hi-Fi Room
Robert Ritchie
Unilet Audio

J G Windows
Martins Hi-Fi
Nottingham Hi-Fi
Aston Audio

Audio T
(head off

The HiFi Company
Jetiries Hi-Fi
Salisbury Hi-Fi
Sound With Style
Creative Audio
Music Matters
Riverside Hi-Fi
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi

Phase 3 Hi-Fi

01225 316197

01279 506576

01922 473499

01202 555512

01179 428247

01222 228565

01703 252827

01242 241171

01244 345576

01260 297544

01203 525200

0121 4292811

0181 958 8777

01883 744755

01483 504801

01432 355081

01484 544668

01553 761683

0171 580 3535

0171 486 8262

0181 567 8703

01622 677773

0161 835 1366

0167 467 3765

0181 942 9567

0191 2321356

01603 627010

01159 786919

01625 582704

01865 742044

01733 341755

01705 663604

01722 322169

01142 737893

01743 241924

0121 742 0254

0181 892 7613

01905 612929

01903 245577

IF YOUR TOWN ISN'T LISTED PLEASE CONTACT:

KEF AUDIO (UK) LIMITED, DEPT HFW1, ECCLESTON ROAD
TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6QP
TELEPHONE (01622) 672261 FAX (01622) 750653
e-mail: 100447.1106@compuserve com

kefaudio@kefaudio.demon.co uk



THIS MONTH'S WORLD

® When we spotted a High Definition Aerogel cone
Uni-Q driver in KEF's 60S loudspeakers, even though
they're intended for AV, we had to have a listen.
Read our findings on these and the matching 30B
subwoofer on page 58.

® A dedicated follower of fashion, Audio Innovations’
Alto CD player is certainly eye-catching. But does the
sound live up to its looks! See page 30 where Jon
Marks has the answers.

@® Technics’ SB-M300 loudspeakers came as a bit of a
shock when we reviewed them in our November ‘95
issue. We were prepared for the SB-M500
floorstanders, but they still managed to captivate us -
see page 20.

@ Also captivating, but from closer shores, is the
Audion ETSE Sterling single-ended valve amplifier. At
£599 its performance had us hooked - read all about
it on page 28.

TEST EQUIPMENT

\:,3;* ur World Favourites buying guide kicks off on
page 99 with a feature on system building this
month. The importance of matching well

balanced components together can't be emphasised too
much. A well thouglt out system choscn through careful
audition will more often than 1ot out-perform others
costing far more. '

Underlining this fact is the NAD and Tannoy system
we've put together on page 16, which will cost you less
than £900 including stands and cables. NAD have always
been known for their no-frills approach to hi-fi, preferring
to concentrate on audio performance. Their new 512 CD
player and 312 amplifier matched with Tannoy’s
audiophile aimed Special Edition 631 loudspeakers, gives
outstanding performance and value.

Dominic Baker, Editor

LISTENING ROOM

IN THE JUNE ISSUE

TEAC A-BX7R AMPLIFIER
Following the success of the audiophile
aimed A-BX10, we audition the Teac
A-BX7R, its smaller brother.

UKD CALLAS GOLD
LOUDSPEAKERS

The ‘Gold’ version of UKD’s solid
walnut miniature uses a Scan Speak
fabric dome tweeter in place of the
Focal inverted dome of the original.
We listen closely for the differences.

NAD 412 TUNER

In 1994, NAD’s 402 tuner set the
standard. Just as the competition’s
getting close, NAD have launched its
replacement, the 412. Will it push the
boundaries even further?

HI-FI WORLD

THORENS CONSEQUENCE
TCD/TDA2000 CD PLAYER
AND CONVERTOR

Using a unique three point
suspension system, CDMI2 pro
transport mechanism and DAC-7
convertors is Thorens’ TCD 2000
CD player. We check it out and
audition the TDA 2000 convertor
too.

SPENDOR 2030
LOUDSPEAKERS

Spendor are aiming to reach a wider
audience, and this, their £600 2030
floorstander looks like it could get
them where they want fast. We take
a first look at this new breed from
an established manufacturer.

ROGERS E20a AMPLIFIER
Rogers make their return to valve
amplification with this, a 20watt
integrated design. Will it be as popular
for them second time around?

MAY 1996 “
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THIS MONTH'S REVIEWS

SUMO ATHENA Il AND AUDION ETSE STERLING 28
POLARIS Il 23  An affordable single-ended valve design from
No, this pre-amplifier and power amplifier is not  Audion which is especially good with vocals.
Japanese. The name is a reverse acronym: it Read Haider Bahrani, guitarist and lyricist.
stands for ‘Only Made in the United States’.

Haider Bahrani knew that! AUDIO VALVE PPP 45 51

These very distinctively styled 45watt valve
monoblock power amplifiers from Germany
immediately caught Douglas Floyd-Douglass’
attention. Did they hold it?

SYSTEMS

SUPER SYSTEM FOR £700! 16
We put together a very special budget CD
COMPACT DISC system with NAD'’s latest 512 CD player and
312 amplifier and Tannoy's ‘Special Edition’ 63|
AUDIO INNOVATIONS ALTO 30 loudspeakers. Plus cables and stands, that’s

This is hi-fi, Jim, but not as we know it. Jon everything you need for less than 70 tenners.
Marks is seduced by the space-age looks of
this CD player, but is the sound spaced out? THE BIG SWISS CHEESE 33

If you have to ask the price of this top-quality
high-end Swiss hi-fi system, you can’t
afford it! But like Eric
Braithwaite, we can all
dream, can’t we!?

QUAD 7712 41
Quad’s latest version of
the new 77CD player.
Now with added mains
power so, unlike the first, you
don’t have to own the matching
amplifier to make it work. Haider
Bahrani tries it out...

LOUDSPEAKERS
TECHNICS SB-M500 20 CASSETTE DECK

Technics P.Ut twice as many drivers ll.'l .thls DENON DRM-550 57
floorstanding loudspeaker than are visible to the .
Noel Keywood tests Denon’s new

naked eye. Eric Braithwaite says never mind the £150 deck. Will it awe Aiwa, trounce
number, hear the quality. Teac or maul Marantz?

MUSICAL TECHNOLOGY

FALCON EXPORT 25
Foreign manufacturers send us products
tweaked especially for the UK; this British WORLD VE RD'CT
loudspeaker has been tweaked for the export
market. Eric Braithwaite goes bird-watching.

KEF 60S/30B SUBWOOFER 58
It was really meant for audio-visual purposes,
but Dominic Baker heard a rumour that it was
pretty good for serious hi-fi too.

REL Q-BASS 65
Try an organ transplant right in your living
room. Haider Bahrani listens to those low,

low notes from this new subwoofer.

HI-FI WORLD




NEXT ISSUE ) 3
Flaming June already? Check out what will
set Hi-Fi World on fire next month.

NEWS 7
A new turn-up for the book (shelves) from
Tannoy; Verity plc buy Roksan; a new budget
hi-fi range for Britain; a Special Edition of a
classic 24-year old turntable. . . If it isn't here,
you don’t need to know about it.

READERS’ LETTERS 42
Who? When? Where!? Why? Questions,
questions. . . and, answers, answers. We have

a prize for every reader’s letter printed, too!

COLUMNS 53,55,63
Where we let our three columnists sound
off about the hi-fi business.

SUBSCRIPTIONS 61
Subscribe to Hi-Fi World at our special rates.
Let your postman do the walking!

SPECIALIST HI-FIl DEALERS 69
Hi-fi is a better investment than any Barings
made. Let your dealer help you make the

right decision.

MEET YOUR MAKER 73
If you've had the call to serious hi-fi, trawl
through these names for future enlightenment.

WORLD AUDIO DESIGN 74
Introduce yourself to your toolbox again.
Put it to use building a World Audio kit.

HI-Fl WORLD LIBRARY 79
Book a session with our booklist for
those balmy spring evenings.

DIAL A DEALER 89
It's good to talk. It's even better to talk to a
dealer before you buy.

MUSIC

ROCK AND POP

JAZZ
CLASSICAL

HI-FI WORLD

WORLD BUYING GUIDE 99
Over a hundred run-downs on the best hi-fi
we've reviewed.

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 19
Testing, testing. . . The technical low-down on
every product reviewed in this issue.

READERS’ CLASSIFIEDS 134

Probably the greatest number of second-hand
hi-fi bargains in the world.

ADVERTISERS INDEX 146

FEATURES

FIRST GENERATION CD 36
It's 12 years since the first CD players appeared.
How do the first machines compare to today’s?

David Price investigated and found himself in for
a surprise.

SOUND AND VISION,

BRISTOL ’96 13
Five years ago, this show was where Hi-Fi World
was launched. This year it was better than ever.

COMPETITIONS

PREMIER PRIZE

WIN FIVE PAIRS OF SPEAKERS!

CONTENTS
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WHO SAYS THE

BRITISH DON'T

PLAY BRILLIANTLY

IN EUROPE?

EUROPEAN LOUDSPEAKER OF THE YEAR e

At B&W we've just scored another major success.

Qur CDM1 has now won European Speaker of the
Year, which was judged by the Editorsin-Chief of
leading photo, video and audio magazines from
thireen countries. High praise indeed. But with a
winning team of engineers coming up with a hat
trick of technological innovations: outside tweeter
mounting, kevlar drive unit and contoured edges
for reduced sound diffraction, it's not an entirely
unexpected result. For more information call B&W
UK on 019C3 750750. And see that the best
European players don't have to start ot £8.5m

£
A

Stenestrt

LISTEN AND YOU''LL SEE

World Radio History




MR trade winds:

AUDIOPHILE AURAS
The Aura electronics division of B&W Loudspeakers has
announced three brand new audiophile amplifiers. Typical of
Aura's slimline styling are the CA200 pre-amplifier and |00W
per channel PA200, which can be bridged to deliver 250W.
The pre-amplifier is a pure Class A design, the power amp
Class A/B. Both input selection, for the eight possible sources,
and volume on the pre-amp are operated by remote control. A
programmable ‘intelligent’ display shows the input and volume
level and dims automatically after |0 seconds. In mirror black
finish, the CA200 costs £699, the PA200 £1199. Chrome is an
additional £50.
Also new is a 'high end' integrated amplifier, the 100W per
channel VAI50. Like the pre/power combination, this features
surface-mount technology and internal modular PCB design. Six
inputs include an MM phono stage. Price is £799 in black, £849
for chrome.

Aura (B&W UK),
Marlborough Rd,

Churchill Ind. Est., Lancing,
W. Sussex BN I5 8TR

= 01903 750750

BUDGET BRAND BACK IN BRITAIN
After a few years away from the UK, Amcli Lin’s AMC range of

budget hi-fi is back. First to appear on dealers’ shelves is the

AMC 3025, a 30W per channel integrated with an MM/MC

phono stage for a mere £149.95. Next up is a remote-controlled

S50W integrated at £219. Designed to go with bothis a CD

player, the CDB8, at only £199. Equipped with a digital output, this

in turn can be linked up with a bitstream CD converter which

has four digital inputs and retails for £169. Other digital products

are the £299 CDé6

CD player and the

novel £339 CDM?7.

Those who

remember the

AMC hybrid valve/transistor integrated amplifier which brought

the name to our attention in the UK originally will not be

surprised to hear that the transistor output stage of the CDM7

can be replaced with a valve one for another £169. The hybrid

integrated is also back with us; now in Mark Il form, the

CVT3030A is priced at £459. A budget tuner is expected to be

added to the range during this year. Other AMC products

include a Dolby Pro-Logic pre-amplifier, the 2445 two, three or

four-channel power amplifier, which sells for £249, and a £399

powered subwoofer. If that weren't enough of

an assault on the British budget market,

ey R RRANN
budget’ range in preparation S 3 B e G I : ;
at prices that will B b A . .
compete directly with e

Richer Sounds brands.

Home Entertainment
Club UK,

St Giles House, Narcot Lane,

Chalfont St Giles, Bucks. HP8 4EU
= 01494 874366

HI-FI WORLD MAY 1996



STUDIO 5

Don’t ask me why or how, but the Ro(c/crs has an exquisite ability to .s'hupc

each note and to mould every phrase.

[t takes the raw material and moulds it into living, breathing music

What inspired Hi-Fi News to deliver such

unsolicited praise?

And, why did the Studio Engineers at
BBC Pebble Mill insist on Rogers Studio 55’
for their production facility?

Discover Rogers for,yourse_]fand it will

all become crysra] clear.

BRITISH HIGH FIDELITY

IT’S WHATS INSIDE THAT CQUNTS

ROGERS INTERNATIONAL (UK) LIMITED - Unit 3, 310 Commonside East, Mitcham, Surrev CR41HX.
Tel: 0181 640 2172. Fax: 0181 685 9496. Intcrnationad Audio Club e-mail: gloots@rogerinter-\\'in-uk.ne(.
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NEW THIN FILM FROM TECHNICS

Technics unveiled two new cassette decks at their trade shows
for dealers last month. Both feature ‘thin film’ head technology
developed from use in Digital Compact Cassette recorders.
Technics promise a playback frequency response from this
smaller-than-usual head in the RS-AZ7 of DC to 40kHz. Price
will be £300; the sister deck, the RS-AZ$, will be £230. Both
will be in the dealers’ shops in May.

The SU-A600 and SU-A700 integrated amplifiers were
launched in Mkl versions. Upgrades include a micro-particle
carbon volume control in a zinc case with gold-plated contacts,
bamboo dielectric electrolytic capacitors and carbon film
resistors, which chief engineer Kiichiro Watari says have better
thermal characteristics than conventional types. A brief listen
suggested a very promising sound. The SU-A600 MkIll (£230)
and SU-A700 Mkill (£280) will be available in July.

Disc jockeys everywhere were tempted by a limited edition
of the classic SL1200 turntable. This must now be one of the

longest-lived vinyl spinners ever; first released onto the market
in 1972, it has been in continuous production ever since. There
will, a Technics spokesperson said, “only be 10,000 made.”
Only? That's more than some turntable manufacturers expect
to sell in a lifetime. Price is yet to be confirmed,

but are expected to be in the

£230-£350 region.

Panasonic/Technics
Willoughby Road, Bracknell,
Berks. RG12 4PF

T 01344 862444

LINN WEB LINK UP

Internet surfers can now swim across to a Linn Web site.
Product news will be regularly updated and the site includes a
list of Linn dealers world-wide. Customers can also Email Linn
direct through the Email Helpdesk. Anyone with a home page
who would like to develop a ‘hot link’ to Linn’s Web site should
contact Brian Morris, whose Email address is:
100445.773@compuserve.com.uk

Linn’s home page can be found at http://www.linn.co.uk/linn
Snail mail goes to:

Linn Products Ltd., Floors Road,
Waterfoot, Glasgow G76 OEP
T 01612805115

CATCH YELLOW TAG FEVER!

Musical Images’ Yellow Tag Sale is in its last week. Customers
have until 8th April to pick up bargains with as much as 50 per
cent off the normal prices on ex-demo and end-of-line
equipment. Branches are at 173 Station Road, Edgware; 45 High
Street, Hounslow and 18 Monmouth Street, Covent Garden, in
the centre of London.

HI-FI WORLD

trade win

TWO NEW PLAYERS ON STREAM

Harman Audio has two new bitstream CD players coming on
to the market. The Harman/Kardon HD710, at £249.99, uses
Technics’ MASH bitstream conversion; the HD730, at £50
more, uses a Philips Bitstream chip. Both offer the usual range
of functions, a variable volume headphone output, the ability
to switch off the display and co-axial digital outputs. The more
expensive of the two adds on peak search, tape editing and
synchronising functions for recording, and go!d-plate on the
output sockets.

Harman International Industries Ltd.,

Unit 2, Borehamwood Industrial Park, Rowley Lane,
Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 5PZ

@ 0181 207 5050

MARCHAND ELECTRONICS

We have just been notified that as a resuit of a "new retail
policy” the price of Marchand Electronics' XM26 valve
loudspeaker crossover, featured in Tradewinds last month,
has been increased to $1250.

GUN SHY
For a new series of loudspeakers, Revolver has renounced
names from the gunsmith, like Purdey, for numbers. First in
line is the 260, a £350 three-way bass-reflex floorstander.
Two [65mm long-throw mid-bass drivers are combined with
a 25mm ferrofluid-cooled tweeter in a 960mm-high enclosure
which is available
finished in either Black
Ash or Bahia
Rosewood. Revolver
claims an “exciting,
dynamic, big sound”.
Two smaller models in
the range, the 230 and
250, are due to be
released in the Spring.

RAM UK Ltd., 16
Willan Trading Estate,
55 Waverley Road,
Sale, Cheshire

M33 7AY

T 0161 9730505

MAY 1996
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COuSTIC Energy
Aiwa

Akai

AKG

Alphason
Apogee
Arcam
Atacama

ATC

Audio Alchemy

Audio Innovations

Audioquest

Audio Technica

Aura

AVI

B&W

Beyer Dynamic

Bose

Boston

Cabletalk

Canon

Castle

Celestion

Cerwin Vega

Chord

Creek

Cyrus

Denon

DPA

Dual

EPOS

Exposure

GLL

Goldring

Grundig

Harman Kardon

Heybrook

Infinity

Ixos

Jamo

JBL

JPW

JvC

KEF

Kenwood

LaserDiscs

Lexicon

Marantz

Maxell

Meridian

Michell

Mission

Mitsubishi

Monarchy

Monitor Audio

Monster Cable

Mordaunt-Short

Musical Fidelitg
NA

Nakamichi
Ortofon
Panasonic

Philips

Pink Triangle
Pioneer

Polk

PROAC

Project Turntables
QED

Quad

RCF Projectors
REL

Restek
Rogers
Roksan

Rotel

Royd

Ruark

SD Acoustics
Sennheiser
Sharp
Shearne
Shure

SME

Sony
Soundstyle
Stands Unique
STAX
Systemdek
Tannoy Prestige
Tar%et

TDK

TOL

TEAC
Technics
Thorens
Toshiba
Trichord

Van den Hul
Wadia
Wharfedale
XLO

Yamaha

and many more

Masses of
offers in
store!

Bigger, Bolder
& Better

*
O *on selected
items only

0% Off! =

Sale price not
available with

« 6 Demonstration Rooms « Open Sundays
» Mail Order Worldwide « 24 hr* Home Delivery -

any other offers.
e-mail: sales@musical-images.co.uk

Subject to avail-
ability of stock.

45 High Street 173 Station Road 18 Monmouth Street

HOUNSLOW EDGWARE COVENT GARDEN

Middlesex TW3 1RH Middlesex HA8 7]X London WC2H 9HB
Tel: 0181 569 5802 Tel: 0181 952 5535 Tel: 0171 497 1346
Fax: 0181 569 6353 Fax: 0181 951 5864 Fax: 0171 497 9205
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LOOK! NO VALVES FOR COPLAND

Copland's long-awaited CD player is the company’s only product
to use nothing but transistors. Behind the central loading drawer
is a Teac VRDS mechanism, with data conversion using two 20-
bit Burr-Brown converters in each channel in a time-averaging
configuration. A Pacific Microsonics HDCD module will decode
HDCD discs. It can be yours for £1,799.

Absolute Sounds Ltd.,
58 Durham Road, London SW20 ODE
‘T 018) 947 5047

MICS AND MAGNETS

B-Tech has produced a novel device which combines a phono
stage for MM cartridges with a microphone pre-amplifier. Price
is a mere £29.95.

B-Tech Ltd.,

10/11 Meridian Centre, Vulcan Way, New Addington,
Croydon, Surrey CRO 9UG

T 01689 848535

ALBUM SALES AS HIGH AS THE SKY

According to the record companies’ association, the BPI, album
sales reached an all-time high in 1995. The numbers of albums sold
went up |0 per cent by 20 million, while sales value exceeded £1bn
for the first time. The boom in business, says the BPI, was helped
by the “deluge of new releases” from Michael Jackson, Blur, Pulp,
Queen, Robson and Jerome and all the rest. Robson and Jerome’s
debut album | Believe outsold even the all-plastic alt-American boy's
Earth Song in the last quarter of 1995.

The 12" single now accounts for 49 per cent of the vinyl
market. Sales of 7 singles dropped and LPs declined yet further to
below a million in the last three months of 95, down 30 per cent
on the same period in 1992. Over the year, LP sales were down
nearly 20 per cent on 1994, totalling 3.6 million, almost half of what
was sold three years ago. They account for just |.2 per cent of the
market, with cassettes, also down, taking 30 per cent.
Compact Discs account for the majority.
Despite continual complaints of the
price of CDs, three-quarters of
the albums shipped to dealers
in 1995 were full-price.
There were no figures
collected for Digital
Compact Cassette or
MiniDisc; presumably
their sales are still too
small to count.

Source: BPI, 25 Savile
Row, London WIX |AA
D 0171 287 4422

Internet: http/www.bpi.co.uk

THIS MONTH'S HI-FI SHOW. ..
Is the Great British Hi-Fi Show (which used to be known as ‘The
Chesterfield Show’) at the Palace Hotel, Buxton, Derbyshire.
Held over the weekend of |3th-14th April from 9.30am to
5.00pm, admission is free. New for this year is a specialist
second-hand equipment section, while £3,000 worth of prizes
are being given away to celebrate the show's tenth anniversary.

HI-FI WORLD

trade winds

PHILIPS KEEP A TOEHOLD IN SEPARATES

This May sees a relatively rare event: an analogue cassette
deck from Philips. The new FC731 will retail for £199.99.
Philips appear to have conceded Digital Compact Cassette is
not going to take over. DCC machines are being concentrated
in musical instrument retailers, with Philips’ eye on the semi-
pro recording market. The company claims 250 DCC
machines sold through these outlets per month.

Two new Philips CD players are due later this year. July
will see the arrival of the CD751 at £199; a £299 machine, the
CD791, will follow in November. There are hints that the
Dutch company is considering launching a range of hi-fi
amplifiers and loudspeakers, but not before next year.

COMPETITION
STAY AHEAD WITH PRIZES FROM
CARLING PREMIER!

Carling Premier have teamed up with Gary Numan
and Hi-Fi World to give five lucky readers the
chance to win the ultimate Premier prize.
Five cases of Carling Premier. five
copies of 'Premier Hits', the album
and five Carling Premier T-shirts
are on offer. All you have to do
is answer this simple question:
"In a world that's losing its
head, which lager doesn't?"
You will all have seen the
TV commercial which uses
Gary Numan's '79 single 'Cars'’
for the soundtrack, now re-
released on CD as 'Premier Mix'.

Send the answer on a postcard, with your
name, address and a statement that you are 18
years of age or over, to:

Carling Premier Competition,
Hi-Fi World, 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale,
London W9 IEX

Winners will be picked from a hat by the Editor.
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AUDIO

ILLUSION TRIODE 100 SB

23 Langley Broom .
Langley MONO BLOCK / BLOC DE PUISSANCE
Berkshire SL3 8NB

TEL: (01753) 542761: FAX: (01753 772532)

10am-8pm Mon-Sat (By Arrangement)

ELEMENTAL OR ELEMENTARY?

stereoplay
BEST OF HI-FI "% ‘

THE ONLY BRITISH PRODUCT TO WIN
THIS YEARS HIGHEST ACCOLADE FROM

stereoplay
MAGAZINE GERMANY

EIN TFAUM VON EINEM LAUFWERK
. L
4 . ~ "

Back in the good old days, when life was simple and so were
those that lived it there was a group of men that called ) o
themselves Alchemists. They heralded the beginnings of what we Dou 8 B rady H I"‘ F I
might call the scientific age. By questioning the world around

ALCHEMIST them, they devoted their lives to finding ways of changing the
FORSETI unchangenbh: to transform. Transformation is the process of

WARRINGTON.
TEL: 01925 828009.

e )
turning something that is plentiful but ordinary into something special. Water into Wilson Benesch.

, raftsmanship.
wine, lead into gold, and in our case, hi-fi into art. That's why we called our El::t\suuf; P
company Alchemist. Anyone with a little technical know-how can build an Leading Eége Technology

amplifier. The components are freely available and a rectangular box is easy
enough to make. At Alchemist we endeavour to transform the ordinary into —
something special, something unique - something you can be proud of owning. -

Alchemlist amplifiers are available for between £250 and £15,000.
Call us now on 0181-883 3008 for details. We just might transform your life. |

|
| Turstable. Tonearms. Cartidges. Head Amplifier. Loudspeakers, Turntabie Table, Equipment Platforms l
|
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BRI-TOL

Harbeth’s monitor threesome, with a first
surprise showing of the Ké. Owner Alan Shaw
must be taking an interest in mountain climbing

as well as loudspeakers.

It was good to see Quad back in the public view

again, with their ESL-63 electrostatic and Quad

77 rack system. The ‘static needs demonstrating.

HI-FI WORLD

Doubtless keen to let people know just how

much is hidden inside their loudspeakers, KEF

were showing a cutaway Reference Series 2.

Weird, but looking wonderful: Kora valve

amplification from France, which uses the rare
and peculiar Russian 6C33C triode valve,

reputedly for “trawler’ transmitters,

Still scouring the Oxford Encyclopedia of English

Literature for a poet, Sonneteer had not yet

named their prototype CD player.

From the look of the crowds
outside Bristol’s Marriott
Hotel, it looked as though
hi-fi would have the wind in
its sails (and sales!) in ’96.

And sales there were.

aken by surprise was Ortofon,

demonstrating the Rohmann

cartridge reviewed in last
month’s issue. By the end of the
weekend, they’d sold four of these
£1,000 needles! Who said vinyl is dead.
Now, it’s a top end medium.

Among the surprises from
manufacturers was another new
'speaker from Harbeth, the Ké, slightly
more compact than the HL Compact 7.
QLN raised eyebrows with its first basic
budget floorstander, the QUBIC 122
(their spelling) for only £269.95. Also at
the budget end, NAD had its new 312
integrated amplifier (reviewed in this
issue), while Rotel had an affordable
new CD converter and transport to add
to their revamped range.

Sonneteer were also into digital,
with a prototype CD player to match
the Campion amplifier in their room.
Audiocraft made its debut with some
stylish-looking electronics.

New to the Bristol public, but not
to our readers, was Audiolab’s 8000S,
reviewed in these pages last month and
the REL Q-bass subwoofer, featured in
this issue. New to the UK was
American valve brand Kora, looking
spectacular in Audio lllusion’s room.

Mission Cyrus played musical chairs
in their large room, moving listeners
round three different Cyrus systems.
Linn sat fairly large crowds in front of
wide-screen TV, surrounded with a
sneak preview of its home cinema
set-up. Elsewhere, brands like Levinson
and Enlightened Audio Designs from the
States rubbed shoulders with British
stalwarts like Arcam and Quad (at their
first hotel show in years).

As they say, it was a jolly good
show!
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MAGIC IN WEST ONE'!

At KJ West One
we pride ourselves on seeking out
the very best audio equipment from
around the world to offer our
discerning customers. We try to put
the magic back into your music.

With Unison Research and GRAAF
we now have on demonstration two
of the worlds finest brands of valve
UNISON RESEARCH SMART 845 amplification. Although very
different in concept and in looks, both GRAAF and Unison have one thing in common.
A little touch of magic. In design
and construction, and in the quality
of sound they provide, these
amplifiers are quite simply in a
class of their own. From the
delightful Unison Research
Simply Two to the awesome 845
Absolute, from the versatile
GRAAF WFB Two to the stunning
5050, these are products which
will put real enjoyment back into
your music.Come and listen to the

magic. Ring now to arrange a GRAAF 5050

demonstration!

- KJ WEST ONE
26 New Cavendish Street,
London. WIM 7LH

O& Tel: 0171-485-8262/3 6
) Fax: 0171-487-3452 &
l”@%«l @@Q‘V

44/ 0/’, {’p products shown: Unison Research Smart 845, QQ. Q\)

) § éz’) ? O, single ended pure triode monoblock S \)Y’
¢, %0 <L power amplifiers, £2995 the pair. Q‘;‘a w
4’0 '7}, OJ) GRAAF 5050 Stereo Power amplifier, £2100 Q- S
T % N




PARASOUND

affordable audio for the critical listener

C/DP-1000 CD Player/Transport

D/AC-1100 HD Digital to Analog Convertor

D/AC-1600 HD Digital to Analog Convertor

STOP PRESS!
BELT DRIVE TOP LOADING CD TRANSPORT £1695

The superb CBP-2000 transport is difficuft to
equal at almost any price. It's an ideal partner
for the D/AC-1600 HD £1449, or for the top of the
range DAC-2000, £2495, using Ultra Analogue
converter chips and input receiver - arguably
the best available in the world foday.

The products are designed by John Curl, whose
legendary designs virtually defined HI-END and
set the standards for others to follow. The results
speak for themselves. Not even considering the
products’ low price, they outperform almost any
product available.

So, if you're passionate about your music, give
us a call for more information on (01752) 731313.

o
HEYBROOK

P/LD-1100 Line Drive Preamplifier (with RC)

P/LD-1500 Line Drive Preamplifier (with XLR
outputs)

HCA-1000 Stereo Power Amplifier (THX)

HCA-1200" Stereo Power Amplifier (THX)

HCA-2200" Stereo Power Amplifier

Heybrook Hi Fi Ltd
Estover Industrial Estate, Plymouth PL6 7PL
Tel: (01752) 731313 Fax: (01752) 733954



Here’s a great system based on super new products from
NAD and Tannoy. The price? As keen as you’ll get, is the

answer. Dominic Baker tests a rocker.

arrival of NAD's new 512 CD player was followed shortly

afterwards by the 312 amplifier and then a pair of Tannoy's 63| SE
loudspeakers, it was too tempting an opportunity to miss.

All three are essentially budget products, but being a step or
two off rock bottom, they offer a high level of performance and
sound quality for themoney - or in other words, fewer corners
have been cut.

UUND

It's been a while since we put a system together, so when the
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NAD 512 CD PLAYER

Starting at the source end first, the 512
CD player is NAD's latest budget
machine. In true NAD style, the front
panel is devoid of unnecessary clutter,
carrying just the basic functions. The 512
comes with its own remote control, but
connecting it to other NAD equipment
via the NAD Link allows control from
one hand-set - although unfortunately
the 312 amplifier chosen as its partner
was not NAD Link equipped.

Inside the 512 is a |-bit MASH
convertor. Those with an eye on
future upgrades will be pleased to
know that it comes with a digital
output. No optical though, just a single
phono socket, but most quality
external CD convertors come with
inputs for both anyway, so upgrading
will not be a problem.

NAD 312 AMPLIFIER
Anyone who has been
following hi-fi for more than
a few years will have come
across NAD's entry level
integrated amplifier in
one guise or other. It
started life in 1979 as
the 3020, and
continual
development has
seen it hold its
crown as the one
to beat for many,
many years.
Around three
years ago the
3020E version was
replaced by a leaner, cleaner

sounding 302, Now this in turn has
stepped aside to make way for the latest
£199.95 312.

From the outside you could be
forgiven for thinking that things haven't
changed that much. Apart from the racey
(?) pin-stripe across the front panel,
styling hasn’t moved on a great deal in
| 7years. But what you get with the NAD
312 is a good basic specification and a
sensible range of facilities, at an equally
sensible price.

It has a phono stage suitable for MM
or high output MC cartridges, six line
level inputs including two for tape decks,
bass and treble controls with a defeat
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button, a balance control and you can
use it as either a pre or power amplifier
by removing the external link between
the two sections. If that isn’t enough, the
312 even sports a headphone socket. So,
simple in terms of styling it may be, but
there are very few amplifiers out there
at this price that combine so many
facilities with high performance sound.

TANNOY PROFILE 631 SE
From the outside there is little to
distinguish the SE from the standard 631.
The 5" injection moulded bass driver
looks identical, but in the SE version it
gains an additional flux optimisation
magnet. This increases efficiency which
Tannoy claim improves midrange
resolution. This, and the I aluminium
dome tweeter are connected to an up-
rated crossover, which not only uses
higher grade components but, Tannoy
claim, gives a flatter, more neutral
response through the crossover region.
Tannoy's 631 is the first
loudspeaker in their
Profile
range to
receive
the ‘SE’
treatment.
Like the
standard
631, the SE's

trapezium

shaped cabinet
which helps to
reduce internal
standing waves,

giving a more
open, less boxy
sound. The baffle
edges are rounded too, reducing
diffraction and improving imaging. The
only change to the cabinet with the SE
version is a new black Ash vinyl cabinet
top. This is laid on a slim panel of MDF
and bonded to the cabinet top to help
damp cabinet resonance.

The 631 SE loudspeakers came
complete with a pair of matching stands,
which | must say were not the easiest to
construct. Self tapping screws are Spiked
to the floor, filled with Sound Bytes filling
which really cleaned up the bass end, and
screwed firmly into the mounting plate

are built into a

of the 631 SE's. They certainly gave the
speakers a solid footing.

WHAT A SYSTEM!

I must say that I'd forgotten how good a
properly sorted budget system can
sound. | was taken aback. Straight away
it displayed remarkable fluidity and
openness, giving a surprisingly lifelike
and realistic sound stage.

Heavy keyboard notes on Bjork’s
‘Crying’ from the Debut album, stopped
and started with superb precision and
accuracy; overhang and waffle were
non-existent. Bjork’s vocal had a
wonderfully breathy quality to it, a real
out-of-box sound devoid of any
significant colouration. | had half
expected to hear a thickening of tone
from the Tannoy’s plastic moulded
cone, but this fear was quickly dispelled
by their neutrality and clarity.

Although not the richest sounding
player, the 512 is respectably smooth
through the midrange with excellent
upper extension in the treble. This lends
a level of insight and excitement to
whatever it plays, making listening both
engaging and rewarding.

Against a Marantz CD-63SE, the 512
does lack a little sweetness and
musicality. Where on a CD-63SE
Vivaldi's strings were sweet and accurate
in their harmonic signature, giving a
relaxed charm to the piece, the NAD is
more of a technical rendition with a keen
eye on the rule book. It remained

 Guitar strings were

clear in focus and
projected forwards,
ripe with delicious
harmonics.
The high quality of
production on this
track was done ample

justice by the system*
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The TEAC VRDS Range

The One System You Can't

Everybody is aware of the huge success of the VRDS range of integrated CD Players
and Transports. Now the VRDS players are complimented by a range of components
which share the same outstanding build, engineering and sonic qualities

Everyone knows that the VRDS mechanism is the best CD transport in the world -
Now there’s no need to compromise with the rest of your system!

TEAC

.. board for MM and MC cartridges

TEAC &m;ﬂin House, Thgé{

WD18YA  TEL; 01923 8

Beat!

VRDS T-1 CD TRANSPORT

With the acelaimed VRDS
mechanism, Fighly rigid chassis’
and remote ccntrol - the TEAC
ethos of sonic performance, build
quality and ease of use are
typified in the T-1 '

D-T1 D/A CONVERTER

The matching DAC for the T-1
uses Bitstream Conversion* in
dual differential operation, a
copper chassis to minimise RF
interference and offers 4 digital
inputs

V-8030S Cassette Deck

The latest example of TEAC's
expertise im tape engineering
features a 3-Aead Dual -Capstan
drive transport, Dolby S Noise
Reduction and separate Bias and
Level controls - proof indeed that
the cassette is still a viable source.
Also available is the V-6030S

A-BX10 INTEGRATED
AMPLIFIER

An Audiophile amplifier which
gives superb dynamic power and
performance. Featuring a
balanced stereo input and a fully
balanced circ.it configuration, the
A-BX10 offers 100 Watts per
channel and an optional phono

. Is atrademark of the
% Philips Corporation.

L



smooth and consistent
across a wide range of
styles and recording
qualities, only verging
once on sharpness
with an early and
particularly thin-
sounding REM
recording.

Although not
quite as dry and
steely as |
remember its
predecessor, the 302,
the 312 amplifier certainly couldn't
be described as soft. With the sharp
transient attacks on the Chemical
Brothers’ introduction track, ‘Leave
Home’, it had a firm grip sending out
pulses of energy to give real pace and
direction. Detail resolution was superb,
and although not as sweet as an Aura VA
80 | tried, the extra incision and tighter,
faster bass really bought this system to
life.

Lightening Seed'’s ‘Open Goals’ had
strings crisp and clearly
defined, with a
great sense
of the
acoustic space
on this track
coming from
fine treble
extension. A rich
and funky bass line
gave real body, and
on ‘Punch and Judy’
even the Cello helped
to open out the stage
and create atmosphere.
Sound staging from the
little Tannoys was first
class, stretching well
beyond their own compact
boundaries whilst holding
the image firmly in place.

Surprisingly, although the cheapest
component in this system, the Tannoys
were the most amenable to
improvements in partnering equipment.
A spell with Audiolab’s 8000Q
preamplifier and 8000M monoblocks fed
by a Da Capo CD convertor proved
interesting. Here the little Tannoy's
performance grew. Bass lines drove even
deeper with more force behind them,
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vocals
gained
greater
depth and
strings
were
sweeter
with a
greater range
of tonal
colour.
Although
the tweeter’s
metal dome was
certainly
noticeable, it stayed
remarkably well
behaved throughout my listening. On
‘Chico’s Groove', another superb
Chemical Brothers track, bass rolled
along effortlessly, displaying scale and
power with every note. The Tannoy’s
seemed to play off this track, hungrily
feeding on every
note. At higher
levels it was
possible to
force some
boxy
colouration
from them,
but these
are small
speakers
for
small

rooms.
The system invited
me next into the all-enveloping
ambience and atmosphere of Primal
Scream’s ‘(I'm Gonna) Cry Myself Blind'.
Guitar strings were clear in focus and
projected forwards, ripe with delicious
harmonics. The high quality of
production on this track was done ample
justice by the system.

Dynamic contrasts too were superb.
Staccato struck guitar chords ripped out
of the left hand loudspeaker straight at
me while backing guitars strummed softly
at the back of the stage. This contrast

adds an extra dimension to music which,
combined with its other qualities, makes

this an extremely believable system to sit
in front of.

CONCLUSION

For less than £900 complete, | was
thoroughly impressed by what this
system had to offer. Some may find the
Tannoys a little too forward, but I'd
argue what they are doing is accurate.
And partnered with the NAD
electronics the whole most certainly
achieved a performance far greater than
the sum of its parts. Possibly I've been a
bit lavish with cables, but the
performance reward more than justified
it, the system giving more and more the
better the cables | used @

NAD 512 £249.95
NAD 312 £199.95
Tannoy 631 SE £169.90
Stands £89.90

Chord Co. Rumour - £103.60 2m silver
plated copper bi-wire set

Chord Co. Sire - 65/m silver plated
copper

System Total £878.30

NAD

401-405 Nether Street
Finchley

London N3 1QG.

o 0181 343 3240

TANNOY

Rosehall Ind. Est.
Coatbridge
Strathclyde MLS 4TF
o 01236 420 199

WORLD VERDICT

As a system, it obtains a very high
standard of reproduction. Clear
focused sound is musical, involving

and realistic.

Measured Performance
see pl19-127
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An ordinary two-
way floorstanding
design?

There’s more to
Technics’ SBM 500
loudspeaker than
meets the eye,
Eric Braithwaite
discovers.

t's what's hidden away inside this

speaker that counts. Technics have

shoehorned in another pair of
drivers - in addition to those you see on
the front panel - and a couple of passive
radiators (ABRs) as well. The idea is to
produce a coupled-cavity arrangement,
developed by KEF and used in their
Reference Series, to get exceptionally
deep bass. That's a lot of drivers for the
money, which is just £450. Not bad for
a complex floorstander.

There'’s probably no way Technics
could build this ‘speaker in Japan, where
labour rates are now high, and then
transport it around the world. They
build it at their Spanish factory; |
suppose technically it counts as an EU
product. Certainly, these 'speakers
come in one of the very few boxes I've
ever seen which bear the legend ‘cajas
acousticas’ as well as ‘enceinte
acoustique’ and ‘speaker system’ on the
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side. Technics haven’'t made much play
of this; after how British fishermen
reacted to Spanish trawlers being given
the freedom of the Irish Box, perhaps
they fear a Cornish uprising: trailers of
loudspeakers being burnt the way the
French took to roasting English lamb a
year or two ago. What a thought!

Like the SB-M300s we reviewed in
our November 1995 issue, the 500s use
mica diaphragms for both midrange and
treble drivers. This is a wise move,
helping to keep tonal character intact as
midrange crosses over to treble. Unlike
the SB-M300s though, the forward firing
half of the coupled-cavity bass system
doesn’t vent around the midrange
driver; the vent is hidden instead behind
a cloth grille. The other bass driver fires
rearwards. This | found surprising. The
arrangement in the SB-M300 was very
successful, so | expected the 500 to be
a variant on it.

% Low organ notes

certainly had a depth to
them that proved these
SB-Mb500s were doing a
little mining rather
than delivering a mere

surface impression *

In a floorstander a lot of internal
volume is available, which in theory
allows much deeper bass to be
obtained. So although the bass drivers
and accompanying passive radiators in
the new 500s are the same size as in the
smaller 300s, meaning power handling
will be similar, they should all the same
have better bass extension.

Technics’ new floorstander is quite
an athletic animal, especially linked up to
the Audiolab 8000A integrated that was
mainly used for the listening sessions. It

HI-FI WORLD

is sometimes awkward mentioning test
discs that are out of the ordinary, and
which readers won't know, but Urs
Wagner of Switzerland’s Ensemble
passed me a Swedish disc by a gent
called Knut Reiersrud last September.
This is mostly acoustic, with that superb
Swedish recording quality that readers
will know from the Opus 3 recordings.
A firm favourite is his band's version of
Blind Willie Johnson’s ‘Everybody
Oughta Treat A Stranger Right' with the
vocals, mercifully, in English, thanks to
some chaps called ‘The Five Blind Boys
Of Alabama’.

This is a fast, rhythmical and melodic
piece and it swung like a family of playful
chimps. What with a well-scaled
acoustic guitar, taut drumming and
perfectly-scaled and melodic vocal
backing, through the SB-M500s this was
a real treat. If the 'speakers didn't do a
complete disappearing act, there was so
much of the real acoustic and
instrumental quality that the music
became involving enough not to notice
them for the duration.

Changing to EMI recordings of
Beethoven and Shostakovich did show
that where a full orchestra was given a
holistic soundstage to play in, the SB-
M500s were highly competent. There is
a degree of hardness, especially to the
sound of violins and violas and upper
woodwind, however. This might prove
disconcerting to some, because it
doesn't give any quarter to recording
quality and tends to emphasise the
notes at the expense of tonal shading.
At this point | turned a little more
thoughtful and on went some jazz.

Here, the Technics’ midband clarity
came well into its own, with a superb
ice-clean sharp-edged sound. A touch of
compromise gradually impinged,
however. In dynamics, these 'speakers
are not as responsive as their initial
cleanness leads one to believe.
Thoughtful inspection and comparison
(admittedly with more expensive
monitors) showed that instruments like
saxophones weren't delivering their all:
rich and throaty in the mid, but
somewhat reduced in apparent scale in
the treble clef.

Down in the bass department, the
SB-M500s don’t do at all badly for the

price. For once, these are floorstanders
that do go low when they have to. The
word is ‘when’. Unlike some cheapish
floorstanders, the low bass is delivered
on demand, rather than being an almost
enharmonic rumble. Low organ notes
certainly had a depth to them that
proved these SB-M500s were doing a
little mining rather than delivering a
mere surface impression.

On the plus side, this added
forcefulness and a worthwhile extension
of dynamic range which is unusual in
this kind of price bracket and it was
very effective, particularly on rock
tracks. It was noticeable that the timing
was a trifle suspect, however. Low
double bass notes, however deep and
strong, had an element of time-lag,
particularly in jazz pieces where the
interplay of melody and rhythm is all-
important.

That is even allowing for home-
grown Mission 752s, probably their
nearest rivals. Eminently listenable
though they are, critical nitpicking
uncovers a warmer, fruitier balance in
the mid, with an element of cuppiness
and nasality higher up. By comparison
the Technics are very much more
neutral thereabouts, but less
dynamically free. Their imagery, too, is
marginally tighter. Huntingdon scores
over Osaka, however, with better
timing and detail at the bass end, for all
that it is a little over-full for my taste.

Technics SB-M500 £450
Panasonic/Technics
Willoughby Road,
Bracknell,
Berks RGi2 8FP
01344 862444

22@

WORLD VERDICT

Clean, dry and taut sound with good
imaging and sound-staging. More
neutral than Mission’s 752s, but less
euphonic.

MAY 1996



VIBRATION ISOLATION PLATFORMS
AND THE MODULAR AUDIO
SUPPORT SYSTEM

MUCH MORE THAN JUST A STAND!

The Reviewer Choice

As a piece of functional furniture the
BASE Racks and Platforms together
are a work of art - Dave Wiley,
Audiophile Magazine.

The Customer Choice

It's refreshing to find o complete
isolation system that values aesthetics
as highly as it does sonic benefits -
Mr P M Rodwell, Cornwall.

Thanks!! The improvement is
astonishing and after hearing and
trying other audio stands, the
performance of BASE is second to
none - Mr M Slattery, Sussex.

“The Audiophile support brings the
sound | hear at home one step closer
to the sounds we create in the concert

hall. Bravo”.....Dr. K Murphy
(Classical Musician)

00

For more

' details

. and a

i i product
Audio ﬁue [Pocha

please
telephone

Tel: 01342 826262

Audiophile Furniture Limited
The Square, Forest Row,
East Sussex RH18 5SE.

ﬁ MAY 1996

GREAT BRITISH HI-FI
WORLDWIDE

AUSTRALIA Insignia
Project Group PTY Ltd.
CANADA Plurison
CROATIA Audio Centar
DENMARK Audio Consult
FRANCE Professional
Product Line

GERMANY Pirol Audio
Systeme GMBH

GREECE Temet S.A.
HONG KONG Conwall Ltd.
ISRAEL Audition Stereo Ltd.
ITALY British Sound
JAPAN Rogers Japan Inc.
KOREA Bando Pro Audio
MALAYSIA Wo Kee Hong
Electronics SDN BHD
NEW ZEALAND Denco
Audio Ltd.

POLAND Hi Fi Sound
RUSSIA Esoterica Ltd.
SINGAPORE Wo Kee Hong
(M) PTE Ltd.

SOUTH AFRICA Tek Corp.
SWEDEN Hi Fi Art
TAIWAN Pai-Yuing Co. Ltd.
THAILAND Kang Yong Co.
UNITED KINGDOM Rogers
International (UK) Ltd.
VIETNAM Wo Kee Hong
(M) PTE Ltd.

[ T | |
DISTRIBUTORS SOUGHT IN ‘
NEW EUROPEAN
TERRITORIES, INDIA, AFRICA
’ AND THlZ MIDDLE EAST, ‘

For distribution enquiries &
dealer information:

+44 181 640 2172

Rogers International Ltd.,
310 Commonside East
Mitcham, Surrey
CR4 1HXa
FAX: +44 181 685 9496
Int. AUDIO CLUB
E-MAIL:
gloots @rogerinter.win-
uk.net
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MATCH

Haider Bahrani

wrestles with Sumo’s
Polaris 1ll power
amplifier and Athena

Il pre-amplifier.

ake all the best aspects of a
good valve amplifier and of a
good solid-state one. Put them

together and you get something closely
resembling what comes out of Sumo’s
Athena Il and Polaris Ill pre/power
combination.

The Athena |l is described as a
‘modular pre-amplifier’. Supplied for
review in line-level configuration, with
five inputs and balanced output via XLR
sockets, there are optional plug-in
boards for a MM or MC phono stage or
even a CD convertor. A digital co-axial
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sccket is already in place on the rear
panel along with space for an ootical
input.

The Polaris lil is a MOSFET |20watt
per channel stereo power amplifier;
some mildly complicated connection
work via the XLR and RCA sockets will
bridge it to turn it into a 350W
monoblock.

Most of my listening was done with
the pre-amplifier in ‘Direct’ mode, which
effectively bypasses the pre-amplifier’s
switching circuitry. This gave a subtly
cleaner sound than with the selection
circuitry switched in.

Tori Amos’ ‘Past The Mission’ live EP
has probably some of the best-quality
live recording | have ever heard. The
Sumo pair certainly did justice to it. The
first track, ‘Upsicde Down’, which has
been honey to many a bear at hi-fi
skows, had me imagining, believing even,
that | was sitting right next to ner on her
piano stool. The sound, more raunchy
than sweet. had plenty of punch in the
mid to upper ranges. The lower end was

a little more easy-
going, but still full
of sumptuous
flavour. If it's
musicality you are
looking for, take a peek at
this Sumo pairing.

Pacier tracks like REM’s ‘Orange
Crush’, from their album Green, had a
breadth and depth of stage, which, if not
covering a wide expanse, was definitely
more than adequate. At times the image

was slightly cluttered, and although the
Sumos were not exactly struggling
with the dynamics of the CD, the
lower mid to bottom end could seem a
wee bit muffled at times, with the sound
stage narrowing a little too.

| wouldn’t say the Sumos were mad
about Vladimir Ashkenazy’s
interpretation on Decca of Beethoven’s
Moonlight Sonata, but the Adagio bore
all the hallmarks of truthfulness to the
recording, while the Allegretto was joyful
rather than wild. Jimi Hendrix’s ‘Highway
Chile’ and Rickie Lee Jones’ ‘Easy Money’
were a couple of tracks seemingly
recorded just for the Athena and Polaris.
Guitars were gutsy and crisp. | could
picture Rickie singing in front of me ata
smoky, seedy club.

Our American friends do like power,
and there is certainly none lacking in this
case. The Athena and Polaris might be a
bit pricey for the average shopping list.
but for this kind of power and musicality,
how could you possibly complain? @

Sumo Athena ll £767
Sumo Athena IIB (balanced) £987
Sumo Polaris 11i £898

Audusa & Co.

4 Arundel Road,
Kingston Upon Thames,
Surrey KT 3RZ

T 0181942 6241

WORLD VERDICT

22®

More valve-like than transistor in
sound; highly competent if not
spectacular.

Measured Performance

see pl19-127
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Eric Braithwaite There are, in fact, two
Falcons. This one, the
Falcon Export, has had its
feathers fluffed out a bit. It
seems Musical Technology's

swoops down from

above to take a closer

look at Musical European distributor asked,
like Saudis do with the flying
Technology’s Falcon kind, for an improved

breeding sample. Wanting a
high efficiency speaker which
could be easily driven by a
low-power valve or
transistor amplifier, MT

ad a baby lately? If you have, at  responded by genetically
least you probably had one of engineering the Falcon.

Export loudspeakers.

those books of first names to Cabinet damping has been
help you decide what to call your strategically added and
offspring. Now when a loudspeaker crossover components
company like Musical Technology gives specially selected. The Vifa
birth, there's no ‘Guide to Naming 25mm dome tweeter used in
Your New Loudspeaker’ to help. its ‘raw’ state in the standard

Some companies, like Rogers, Falcon, has been modified with

Tannoy and Technics, go for numbers. a copper ‘heat’ pipe tuned
Some go for association, so Castle with foam to take its natural
picked fortifications like Richmond, resonance below the
diversified into palaces (Howard) and crossover frequency. This adds
ended up in the rivers. Musical £125 to the standard Falcon’s
Technology's eye, however, obviously price of £574.95 with a vinyl
felt on the Observer Book of Birds of finish; the spiked steel base
Prey. Hence Kestrel, Harrier, Hawk plates supplied are £54.95. In
and, what we're listening to here, the real walnut veneer, like the
Falcon. Soon to come, the Condor, the  review samples, the price comes
Vulture. . . Only joking! to £954.90.

w MAY 1996 HI-FI WORLD
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EXPERIENCE THE SCALE, EXCITEMENT AND IMPACT OF LIVE MUSIC
WITH THE "DEFINITION® SERIES FROM TANNOY
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Discovering from the instructions
that “the optimum listening height” is
90cm above the floor, | thought | might
have to hover like the feathered friend
itself above my settee, which puts my
ears a little lower. It proved essential,
5o a cushion was used, though in the
case of the Falcons, space between the
listener and the loudspeaker is just as
important; in their case, distance lends
enchantment. Except for the wall
behind them, when the exact opposite
is true.

Unusually, although these are
ported speakers, the ports are on the
same side, so one fires outwards, the
other in. Since the internally-braced
cabinets are pentagonal, coming to a
point at the rear, obviously they had to
be on the side. Experience with Rogers
ABIls and AB33s, and with Sequence
speakers, however, has suggested
there are room-related benefits to
being able to have ports firing either
inwards or outwards, rather than, as it
were, both at once.

The manufacturer’s claims for high
efficiency and thus suitability for low
wattage amplifiers, whether transistor
or valve, were certainly borne out.
They didn't need the volume control
on an Audiolab 8000A turned up
anywhere near ||I.

They gripped rock music tightly in
their talons. The way Sinead
O’Connor’s Fires of Babylon thundered
out, the town was more like Sodom and
Gomorrah. Her voice floated crisply
free of the 'speakers, neatly brightened
up. Even the dulled vocals on a rap
track, which on truer monitors are
overloaded by the heavy drum beat,
were surprisingly legible. What's most
striking about the Falcons is a sense of
scale. Rhythm guitars that are recorded
to sound big sounded as though they
were coming through a concert PA
system rather than a pair of domestic
loudspeakers, even a pair of this
physical size. Pushed well forward of the
speakers, this was impressive.

This sense of scale was more
effective on processed recordings than
purely acoustic ones, although the sax
on a recent Gerry Mulligan recording
came out with a rich, raspy and fruity
sound. Equally, Dave Grusin’s piano

Hi-FI WORLD

spread well across the centre and left of
the stage. It has to be said, however,
that Grusin sounded more in touch
with the rest of the quartet on other
loudspeakers, and with a more
recognisably Grusin subtlety to the
touch. One live track had a superb,
human-size vocalist, the simpler
accompaniment nicely placed either
side, a deep double bass just behind.
What with the noise of the crowd, this
was a splendidly atmospheric affair. The
odd trill high up the scale from a
soprano sax, however, had the odd
watery, thin note at odds with the
fullness of an alto earlier.

% Their punchy
presentation adds bite to

even fairly mediocre-

quality rock recordings,

which for a lot of rock
fans will be a distinct

bonus.*

Classical music fared rather less
well, since critical recordings showed up
some small anomalies. In the
Christophers/The Sixteen recording of
Bach’s B minor mass, the sopranos of
the chorus were a bit too much on the
shrieking side for comfort. While the
Falcon’s ability to project brass forward
as it had done with jazz pieces was good
for the apparent dynamics of orchestral
brass, it didn’t do a lot for the subtleties
of perspective on Ravel's ‘Tombeau de
Couperin’.

Admittedly, I'm an image man.
Anyone who has a Gucci scarf draped
over his turntable must be. On image
depth, the Falcons did not really score
highly, despite a certain amount of re-
positioning. With a full range of
orchestral tonality to play with, too, the
Falcons occasionally produced some
jarring off-colour notes among

review

instruments playing largely in the treble
clef. That said, there are plenty of valve
amplifiers around that have gentler and
softer upper regions, which would
undoubtedly help.

As it happens, the bass is not that
extended in reality. It's forceful, but
playing an organ recording (the famous
Westminster Carillon) it was noticeable
that low notes hit a kind of plateau,
before which they were distinct and
clear, and then dropped down to the
bottom of the octave in a low rumble
with much less definition. Again, it’s a
personal preference, and though |
prefer a higher degree of definition
when it comes to low bass, these are
effectively £700 loudspeakers after all.

There’s no doubt that the Falcon
Exports represent a lot of wood and
drivers for the money. They provide a
greater sense of musical scale than
almost anything around at the (vinyl-
covered) price. That's especially
important to add to the spontaneity of
mainstream jazz. Their punchy
presentation adds bite to even fairly
mediocre-quality rock recordings, which
for a lot of rock fans will be a distinct
bonus.

What the Falcon giveth, however, in
this respect, it taketh away from the
classical buff. However attractive the
yardage of real wood veneer, when that
brings them up towards £1000, that
should mean fewer sonic compromises.
Listen before you buy ®

Musical Technology Falcon £954.90

Musical Technology
Unit 10,

Howard Ind. Est.,
Chilton Road,
Chesham,

Bucks. HP5 2AU

o 01494 793137

WORLD VERDICT

Give a big sense of scale on rock and
jazz, but not subtle and even enough
to satisfy a critical classical buyer.

I -

see pl19-12
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warm sound of the EL34 output valves,
having a brighter, clearer sound than
the more commonly used ECC83.

Underneath the chassis the
Sterling's simple circuit is neatly
arranged. The valves are all PCB-
mounted with a sprinkling of
components around them. A high quality
Alps volume control and film signal
capacitors are used. The rear cover hides
a toroidal mains transformer, which
helps to keep the Sterling compact, and
the two output transformers. These only
have a single 8€2 tap, but because the
Sterling has a reasonable amount of
feedback in its circuit which lowers
output impedance, it will still match a
wide range of loudspeakers. Sockets
were all chunky and gold plated; overall |
was very impressed with the quality and
construction at the price.

I'm far from old enough to have been
around during the era of music halls and
fifties movies, but Bjork’s ‘It's So Quiet’
from Post let my imagination run wild.
This is a recent hit recorded just a few
months back, but the sound of the
backing horns through these tubes took
me back to the days of Nelson Riddle
arrangements and the big Swing bands. |
could practically see Marylin Monroe in
Some Like It Hot singing *‘| wanna be
loved by you, just you, nobody else but
you. .."” The lcelandic gal sings, “Shh. .."”
Not having
Monroe's
voice, |
listened, |
obeyed.

The Audion
has character,
and a pleasing one
too, but at the
expense of some
vital ingredients. Bass
is well controlled, but
lacks real weight and
softens out a little
too early. With
‘Toodles Mr Jim' from
Tori Amos's Caught a
Light Sneeze, the vocals dominated the
backing.

Tori's pianos are recorded so closely the
listener is practically sitting in her seat,
so everything, pedal thuds and all, can
usually be heard. It was difficult to be

HI-FI WORLD

¥ Hot Tubes! The

Audion Sterling’s
complement of

valves.

sure of this from the Sterling’s
reproduction. Nearly everything came
from the middle. The piano also had
a little harshness, mainly in the mid-
range, but it wasn't overly displeasing.
Doug MacLeod's ‘Bring it on Home'
from his Come to Find CD was,
however, about as good as it could be
through Harbeth’s HL Compact 7
loudspeakers. Bass was relaxed and free,
giving a suitably mellow feeling to this
track further enforced by the clear and
easy going guitar. The image was neither
the widest nor the deepest | had ever

 Its midrange was
clear, open and sweet.
Wondrous stuff indeed;

I was hooked!*®

heard and the dynamic response was a
little top-heavy. But when it comes to
this kind of album, all | hear is the music.
As for the vocals, well, | think I've
repeated myself just once too often.

Despite having spent twenty hours in
a studio a few years back recording an
amiable string quartet, | can hardly claim
to be a classical connoisseur. Mission's
The Sounds of Baroque CD includes
some well recorded pleasantries.

Pachelbel's Canon,
through the Audion
Sterling, pleasant was the
word. The violins floated in the
background to-ing and fro-ing on gentle
waves between the boundaries of a
narrow image.

It made the amplifier’s lack of stage
depth most evident. Apart from pieces
like the choral ‘Gloria a 7 voci - qui
tollis’ by Claudio Monteverdi, which

had, as might be expected, a sterling
quality to the voices, the Sterling will
not, | fear, hold classical music lovers
spell-bound.

An unashamed comparison with
Unison’s Simply Two, an amplifier that
will surely keep valves many years away
from their death-bed, did reveal some
relative anomalies in this amp's
behaviour. The Unison was more
refined, with a deeper and wider image
and a dynamic range which favoured the
bottom end. The Unison is as smooth
as the Audion is fast, and as cleverl
and attractively euphonic as the latter
is controlled.

The Sterling may tack the Simply
Two's physical beauty and refined
musicality, but it also lacks its price tag.
That is what makes the Audion a valve-
head's bargain.

The way it treats older recordings
like Parliament’s ‘Motor Booty Affair’ or
Hendrix's ‘Highway Chile’ is really
where its charm lies. We are talking
tubes heard through tubes, with a little,
mostly unfortunate, digital processing
inbetween. Better, more modern,
recordings really do show up this
amplifier’s frailties, notably its lack of
weight in the bass and a sometimes
cluttered image. But, oh! those
magnificent vocals. @

Audion ETSE Sterling £599

Audion

25 Montefiore Road,

Hove,

Sussex

Enquiries taken by Fax, not telephone:
T 01273 722250

WORLD VERDICT

Perfect for vocals, not so good on

soundstaging. Nonetheless, at the
price, an entry-level valve bargain

MAY 1996



m MAY 19% .

ature

DEFINITELY

Definitely a

statement of style.
Maybe in sound too.

Audio Innovations’

themselves with the remote control. confirm track numbers. Otherwise

Alto CD player Operating the player from across the only one thing detracts from the
: room is made a little less convenient general air of quality about this player,

captures the eyes and by the blue LCD display crammed in and that's the clanking and whining

next to the drawer; it was hard to from the transport when it opens and
ears of Jon Marks. read from more than a few feet away. closes.

This meant a fair bit of to-ing and fro- The Alto’s component list makes

ing at the beginning of the listening impressive reading: “premium grade

session to selected op-amps, close-tolerance

resistors and polypropylene
signal coupling

f
the
rest of

your hi-fi rack
is filled with the
usual assortment of
anonymous black boxes, then an
Audio Innovations Alto CD player
perched on the top shelf is certainly
going to make a very different visual
statement. The wing shape, with its
polished chrome fascia (black is also
available for £50 less than the chrome
version’s price of £449) almost totally
devoid of clutter, is guaranteed to get
any visitor rubbernecking as soon as
they enter the room.

The only controls on the player are
for powering it up and opening or
closing the drawer. Inveterate button-
pushers like me have to content

capacitors.” The
DAC, a Philips TDA 1305
Bitstream chipset, is referenced to
a high-quality crystal oscillator for
re-clocking the data stream which
reduces jitter.

HI-FI WORLD



It and the analogue circuitry are
powered by no fewer than ten
separately regulated power supplies.
These are laid out almost entirely in
dual mono - a real testament to Audio
Innovations’ attempts to ensure the
proper isolation of each stage, and to
keep RF and power supply noise out of
both digital and analogue circuitry.

Pressed into service from cold, the
Alto had a rather thin, bleached
presentation. The midrange possessed
a papery quality that was obvious on
guitars and vocals. However, most CD
players benefit from being powered up
for a while before use. Although this
one had been running in on the test
bench and in the system over the
previous few days, it had been switched
off over-night. So a cup of tea was duly
brewed, and the Alto was left to cook
for a few hours with Oasis’ ‘Definitely
Maybe’ in the drawer on repeat.

Initial impressions on resuming the
hot seat were more promising. From
the opening bars of ‘Rock ‘n’ Roll Star’
it was obvious that the brothers
Gallagher were emerging from the
Alto dynamically intact. Drum thwacks
exploded from the speakers and kick
drums had a good apparent sense of
extension, even if some of the control

and tautness of the reference Da
Capo/Audiolab combination

was lacking.

A sense of
air around the

instruments,
especially noticeable
with cymbals and
tambourine, helped give the
impression of a soundstage which was
broad left to right but slightly
foreshortened front to back. The
detailing on cymbals was so good you

HI-FI WORLD
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» The Alto’s
display is a little too
small, making it
difficult to read
from more than a
few feet away.

could almost see the individual rivets
rattling each time they were struck,
even though this player’s portrayal of
the full harmonic structure of the sound
as it died away wasn'’t as convincing as
some of its competitors.

It was not such a happy story with
Tori Amos’ Boys for Pele CD.
Dynamically, the tracks were as
convincing as they had been with Oasis’
album, but there were just a few tonal
problems which manifested themselves
on this recording. Amos’ breathy vocal
on the prefatory ‘Horses’, although
matching the Da Capo in smoothness,
had a paperiness to it that wasn't part
of the recording. Notes from the
keyboard lost a little of their body and
depth, hardening slightly, which had me
reaching for the remote to knock the
volume down a notch or two.

Track four of this CD, ‘Professional
Widow’, is a superbly bitter, vitriolic
little number. On the Da Capo it
positively shrivelled the speaker cones
with its spite, but on the Alto it didn't
send quite the same chill down my
spine; it became a more ‘technical’
rendition, missing out on some of the
emotional content. Compared to the
NAD 514 though, it was notably
cleaner, with a less gritty, more refined
sound.

It was time for a musical change of
direction, so Grace Jones’ Slave To The
Rhythm was the next disc to find itself
under the laser. | headed straight for
the huge title track which possesses a
truly over-the-top operatic sense of
scale. The effects and samples on this
track can sometimes become divorced
from the main body of the song, but the
Alto produced a coherent overall mix.

Classical music showed up the same
basic traits I'd noticed earlier: the lower
registers of the organ on Franck’s
Chorale No.2 rolled uncomfortably
around the sound stage, while there
was that now familiar papery quality to
mid and treble.

With its open, detailed, but never
sibilant treble, its dynamic ability and
good bass extension, the Alto created,
on the whole, a decent impression.
There was a fair measure of rhythm to
most of the music it played, although
this came across as being more of the
cerebral score-following type than the
emotional full-blooded kind. That vital
emotional spark, for me, is the be-all
and end-all of hi-fi. Ultimately, in the
Alto, | failed to find it. but then players
that do have it at this price point are
few and far between @
Audio Innovations Alto £449
Audio Components Ltd.,

Albany Court,

Albany Road,

Granby Industrial Estate,
Weymouth,

Dorset DT4 9TH

o 01305761017

WORLD VERDICT @@ @
Detailed treble and smooth sounding,
but otherwise lacks that essential,

vital emotional spark.

Measured Performance
see pl19-121
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Drson Welles'
omment about the
Third Man? “Four
eace, and what have
cuckoo clock!"”

't have to be rich
ount with the
would probably
sound is this good,
you have it, lavish
n all dream, can't
ble chez Eric was
p, which is also a
inputs for those
o digital sources
to cope with a

ks Eric Braithwaite.

amble hi-fi makes a timely entrance to

tuner or outboard phono stage,
Profundo subwoofers doubling as
stands for the Elysia speakers, the
Dichrono Drive CD transport and
Corifeo hybrid power ampilifier.

This month’s Zen question: what is
the sound of one foot tapping? Answer:
at the third play of Abdullah Ibrahim’s
Live at Sweet Basil LP, the sax player’s.
{t took two plays to velcro my own
foot to the tapis to be sure it wasn't
mine. We are talking finesse and fine
detail here, such that it was tempting to
lean forward towards an invisible table
to the right and ask them to stop
clinking their glasses please. This was
courtesy of a Gyrodec, MC7500 and

Clockwise: Corifeo power amplifier,

Dichrono pre-amplifier/CD convertor;
Elysia loudspeaker; Profundo sub-woofer;
Dichrono Drive CD transport.
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only Wharfedale has the ability to give your music the power, the realism, the drama that you really
deserve. VALDUS speakers are efficient so you get more sound out inte the room for each watt of
power delivered by the amplifier VALDUS takes loudspeaker design into a new era;

a new age; a new dimension. Connect-up; Power-up; Volume-up;
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Michell Iso, confirmed on CD with
Ensemble’s own Dichrono transport.
Just as the space surrounding Ibrahim
and Carlos Ward was tangible, so
classical CD was definitely one for the
connoisseurs of the sonic signatures of
Walthamstow or St Eustache.

Perhaps the DAC proved a mite too
elegant; supremely smooth, but gently
laid-back in the presence region. This
didn’t stop the Philharmonia’s blazing
brass in Bruckner from being fiery, but
did put a degree too much distance
between listener and chorus in a Telarc
recording of Beethoven’s Missa
Solemnis. Transferring to a Sugden
DAC and Argo straight into the power

% Omne of the finer

things in life to seek
after, like Swiss

watches *

amplifier proved the Corifeo could bite
with the best Pit-bull if need be, but at
the expense of putting in Baroque
decor instead of the Ensemble’s
Georgian gilt elegance.

A quick bash with Glass’ ltaipu
showed the subwoofer doing its job
properly, just as it had beefed up both
the Philharmonia’s double basses and
Rob Wasserman'’s on his Duets album.
Movement IV of itaipu has some deep
grumbling percussion almost worthy of
the FX artillery beloved by home theatre
buffs, except that this is hi-fi bass. It
underpins the music coherently without
trying to out-do Concorde at take-off.
To ask for an even deeper crisp bass
would be tempting, but the Profundos
are passive subs not active Stratas, and
the seams don’t show.

As with all serious hi-fi at this kind
of price, patience in positioning the
speakers pays off in precision imagery.

HI-FI WORLD

Equally, patience in listening is rewarded
with nothing more than pure al;pine air
between the listening seat and the
music. Ensemble’s ensemble is like
those alpine plants from its homeland:
delicate, fine, intriguing, but robust
without brutality. It's one of the finer
things in life to seek after, like Swiss
watches. There’s much to be said for
the products of four centuries of peace
when they soothe the fevered brow as
beautifully (I know it's not in the normal
hi-fi lexicon of approved subjective
terms) as this. | ask you, Mr Welles,
what hi-fi has come out of four years of
war in Bosnia?

Dominic Says ...

A well-matched system of this calibre
really is something to behold. The level of
realism and life behind every track was
awe-inspiring. It had all the qualities you
could ever ask for: a full, sweet sound,
layers of fine detail and texture, a wide
acoustic and deep, taut basslines.
Unfatiguing, but also exciting, dynamic
and involving at the same time.

With a convertor inside as smooth
and as sweet as I've heard, the
Dichrono DAC/PRE was capable of
opening up a level of detail that only a
handful of convertors even hint at. The
pre-amplifier added very little to the
sound, bettering Audiolab’s 8000Q in
terms of transparency.

Again, resolution was a key word
with the Elysia loudspeakers. Using a
specially-built light-weight metal cone
and a fabric dome tweeter on a slanted
baffle to time-align their acoustic
centres, they are the latest version of
the highly-regarded PAls. The
enclosure itself, loaded with a large,
rear-firing passive radiator, is quite
compact.

Treble had a lovely silky quality to it,
sweet and open, its extension and detail
matching the rest of the system with
good power and solidity giving a crisp
edge to strings. The midrange was
softer, but still clear and revealing.
Images spread wide across the stage,
without being too forward or
demanding. The metal cone aided clarity
with a brightening of tone; far from
being at all detrimental, it proved a lot
more neutral than many.

Blending smoothly into the Elysias,
stereo Profundo subwoofers-cum-stands
add just the right level of weight to the
lower octaves. The Elysia/Profundo
loudspeaker combination was more than
capable of revealing all of the qualities of
the electronics, which is rare. The
Corifeo power amplifier is clean and
neutral, but there are those that do
more musically too, whilst retaining all
of its best points @

Dichrono DAC/PRE £7950
Dichrono Drive £7250
Corifeo £4250
Elysia Loudspeakers £6500
Profundo Subwoofer £3950

PM Components

Unit B3, Springhead Enterprise Park,
Gravesend, Kent DAl | 8HD

™ 01474 560521

Measured Performance
see pli19-121
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COMIMCT OF

David Price looks back
to the early days of
Compact Disc and finds
out how a first
generation machine
measures up in the

Nineties.

decade ago mobile phones
were for royalty and secret
servicemen only. Computers

loaded programs from audio cassettes.
And Compact Disc players - well, they
were the stuff of affluent lifestyle
dreams. Now, CD seems the
granddaddy of all formats, with audio
players in nearly half of the UK’s homes.
Recently | have heard some well-
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preserved first generation machines
through properly-matched modern
systems and it has been unexpectediy
enjoyable. More and more | have been
asking myself whether the first
generation players weére really as bad as
I'd remembered them. The challenge
was on to pit a good first-generation
machine against a modern design.

BACK TO THE FUTURE

The first players reached these shores
in a blaze of publicity in early 1983.
There were two ‘family’ types: front-
loading Japanese machines using the
same |6-bit, two-times oversampling
chipset, or Philips-based players with

1 4-bit, four-times oversampling DACs
and top-loading transports. Sony's
CDPI0! was a highly individual oriental
design and, at £800, one of the most
expensive first-generation players. With
features like motorised tray loading and

remote control, it soon became the
Rolls-Royce of the first machines.
Nowadays, the 101 is something of a
cult in its native Japan.

LIVING IN THE PAST

Though as compact as midi-sized
machines, by today’s standards the 101 is
remarkably heavy, the massive
independently-sprung transport upping its
weight to nearly eight kilograms. Styling is
still quite fresh by modern standards. The
front panel is a familiar affair with the
exception of the Stop button, which
Sony's technophile designers chose to
label ‘Reset’. With just the basic repeat
functions and no programming facilities,
life is pretty austere, but the brick-sized
remote does offer the decadent luxury of
a numeric keypad offering ‘direct music
selection’, something many manufacturers
didn’t manage until much later.

Round the back is the world of the
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surreal, with switches for ‘Beep’
(causing the machine to sound like a
Casio calculator when it reads a signal
from the remote, something which is
now a feature on some personals),
‘Anti-Shock’ (said to help the machine
read a skipping disc) and ‘Auto Pause’.
This little facility surely alludes to Sony's
early thinking on future uses for CD:
working in conjunction with a
‘microphone amplifier’ according to the
manual, it pauses the player at the end
of each track - presumably for karaoke
singers to get their breath back! With
digital outputs just a figment in
designers’ imaginations at the time,
socketry doesn't stretch beyond gold-
plated line-out phonos.

OLD MEETS NEW

Compared to today's hardware, using
the Sony feels as anachronistic as driving
a vintage car. Hit the Open button and
an LED itlluminates as the big disc tray
laboriously chugs out to you. Insert a
disc and hit Play and the Scan legend
lights while the mechanism whirls
around hunting for the disc’s TOC
(Table of Contents), until the laser
crawls across to the first track.

Charming as this was, distant
memories of my old first-generation
machine had me envisaging bleeding
ears and shattered windows after the
first four bars, so | decided to take
precautions. Using some late-nineties
‘best practice’, | gave the laser lens a
good clean and de-tarnished the dulling
phono sockets.

But maybe | needn’t have worried,
because when crunch time came and a

A modern day Marantz CD-63SE was used as a

reference. Differences between this and Sony’s

CDPI0I weren't as strong as expected.
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shiny pressing of Teenage Fanclub’s
Bandwagonesque was loaded in, it
sounded just great, with a
consummately smooth, big-hearted and
thoroughly musical rendition of
‘Starsign’. The excellent tonal colouring
struck me first, an unusually deep and
fruity sound issuing from the speakers.
Bass guitars had an extremely satisfying
analogue-like depth and bloom, while
treble was smooth and velvety and the
midband inoffensive but involving. Very
strange, and not what I'd expected!

To make sure | hadn't suddenly
fallen under the influence of isopropyl
alcohol, it was time to put things in
their true perspective. A polished

% Where the oldster
was big and bloated,

the new boy was clean

and incisive. But |
wasn’t convinced that
the sound was better so

much as different*

example of the latest generation of
players, the Marantz CD-63SE, was
powered up. The young blood’s
sharper, more focused sound produced
more detail, with more air around the
drum kit and a better sense of the
recorded studio acoustic.
Where the oldster was big and
bloated, the new boy was clean
and incisive. But despite this, |
wasn't convinced that the sound
was better so much as different.
Somewhat aghast, | wheeled
I out the Palladian Ensemble’s
recording of Bach's Trio Sonatas,
where violins have been known
to screech on all but the best
silver disc players. A quick spin
in the Marantz revealed its magic
to full effect, the 63SE offering a civilised
rendition of this Linn recording up with
the best of them.

But what of the Sony? To my
surprise, it too gave a silky smooth
presentation totally devoid of grain. In
fact, the 10| was softer with a fuller,
fatter, more airbrushed delivery and no
less control. The player's antique DAC
was indeed audible, but instead of
coarsening and hardening the sound, it
softened proceedings, imbuing the
midband and treble with a downy fuzz
that was far from offensive.

Sure enough, rock cymbal work
from Neil Young's classic analogue
recording of ‘Like a Hurricane’
confirmed this. The touch of fizz as the
Sony's steam-age DAC tried to describe
the sound of a hi-hat decaying into the
background wasn’t like the painful glare
| remembered from my early Yamaha
player, instead it was euphonically
enhancing the song.

THE WHOLE STORY

There may be more than one
reason why Sony's CDPI0I in
particular should sound good, not
least its superb engineering and
build quality. Nowadays it is
commonly agreed that immunity to
vibration is important if the laser is
to be able to read the disc
properly. The Sony’s massive
suspended die-cast metal transport
seems particularly successful in this
respect.

The art of system tuning was also in
its infancy then - people who suggested
interconnects, speaker cables and
stands had a dramatic effect were all
too often greeted with hilarity. So the
patch cords used with early players
can't have helped matters either. This
the Sony's standard phono leads
confirmed, bringing a brighter, harsher
tone that would have exacerbated
things no end in the wrong system.

CONCLUSION

Without a doubt, CD has made
considerable advances over the years.
Nowadays, players are far cheaper,
easier to use and yet more
sophisticated. But Sony’s first player
proves it was possible to produce a
musical, enjoyable machine from the
word go.

continued on page 39...
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KEF CONSTRUCTOR
SERIES

Wilmslow
" Audio

KEF Uni-Q Technology, the unique KEF driver design that delivers a sharply focused sound
stage throughout a room, is now available to the home constructer.

KEF's Constructer Series of loudspeaker drive units and dividing networks, may be used
in systems of your own design, or by following the KEF kit plans below:

KEF Kit 60 - A two-way bookshelf/stand-mounted loudspeaker using a single 8"
Uni-Q drive unit in a compact |8 litre reflex loaded enclosure. The DN60 dividing netwark
allows bi-wiring/bi-amping.

KEF Kit 80 - An 8" Auxiliary Bass Radiator augments the output of the main 8”
Uni-Q driver used with a DN80 bi-wireable dividing network. This is a floorstanding
loudspeaker with exceptional bass response.

KEF Kit 90 -An 8" dedicated bass unit, 8" Uni-Q and DN90 bi-wireable dividing
etwork give this three way floorstander extended bass output down to 35 Hz (-6dB).

KEF have designed a range of drive units and dividing networks which, with simple
D.LY skills, can be transformed into State-of-the-Art loudspeakers capable of giving years
of truly high-fidelity performanc.
Kit 60 70 80
Boxed £215 280 370
Total €290 370 460

KEF Kit 60
2-way bookshelf/
stand-mounted

Free DIY speaker catalogue

KEF Kit 80
export £3.50

2-way floorstanding

Dept. HFW

Wellington Close, Parkgate Industrial
Estate,

Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 8XL

Tel: 01565 650605

Fax: 01565 650080

ACCESS VISA
AMEX

| KEF Kit 90
' 3-way floorstanding

Open Tuesdays to Saturdays
4 demonstration rooms

> We've a great
qeal in store...

AE, Atacama, Audio Innovations, Audiolab,
Cable Talk, Cyrus, Harman-Kardon, JBL,
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Michell, Mission,
Monitor Audio, Mordaunt-Short, Musical-
Fidelity, Pickering, Pink Triangle, Pioneer,

Quad, REL, Rogers, Ruark, SME,
Systemdek, Tannoy, TDL, Thorens, Tube
Technology, Yamaha & iots more...

N

\
)

4{""‘2 ® Widest choice in the area

-.‘il?\t ® Independent advice
e \’_‘ | o Qualified staff

'5(5 .-»,; e Comfortable dem rooms
A\ /Y | Superb showrooms
Yo | ® Main road location

| Major car wks nearby
Insurance estimates
WIEDEZEY | Over 30yrs experience

Delivery & installation

Part Exchange

Interest Free Credit

up to 2 yrs, Ask for Details
* Visa/Access/Switch etc.
* Open 10 30 - 5:30 6 days

.
.
W e Service Dept
.
.
.

Best place in town
for Hi-Fi and
Home Cinema..

s
|
|

24 Gillygate, York

Infidelity

indecently good hi-A

P NAIM, ARCAM, DENSEN, DYNAVECTOR, EPOS, LINN, MICROMEGA,
NAKAMICHI, NEAT, REGA, ROTEL, ROYD, SHAHINIAN, XLO and more

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 4DA
Telephone: 0181-943 3530

Open Tuesday - Friday 10.30am - 7pm, Saturday 10am - 6pm. Closed Monday

@ Micriomesa
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3 Tel. 01904 629659
Iligh Fidelity Specialists Est. 1967

X Dem. Sale...

Audiolab 8000A £425
8000A S/ £375
8000CDM £995
8000DAC £650
8000M £1195

Micromega Stage | £465

Ruark Crusader bk. £1195
Templar r/wood £425

Michell Alecto M.blox £1550
Argo pre.+Hera £685

Spendor LS3/5a riwood £550
SP3/1 Licherry  £645

Tube Technology...

Genesis +Prophet  £2650

AE Acgis One £350

Aegis Two £650

Musical Fidelity E10 £250

E100 £495

Quad 66 inc remote £695
306 £250 34 £325
77 Amp £550

Pink Triangle PTA ash £1350
Dacapo £1250
Cordinal £1250

Harman-Kardon HK1400 £325
HD7725 CD £650

Systemdek...

2X-900 inc. arm & PU  £295
Yamaha DSP-A2070 £895
DSP-ES80 £385

Mission 753 r/wood £650
752 bk. £395

7767777 pre-power s’h £950
Audio Innovations L1 £275

Series 1000 monoblox  £1250

2nd Audio sh £1250
Series 200 amp £395
Monitor Audio 700 r/w s/ £350
Studio 20SE r/wood £1950
Naim Nait 2 s/h £250
Pioneer VSA701 pro-logic £450
CLDI1950 laserdisc ~ £495
KEF Centre 90 £200
Marantz CD63SE £295

=1 Loricraft Audio ™

Specialists in Garrard, Thorens and SME.

PSU I £149.00 PSU 11 £400.00

specifications.

required.

professionals. Please send for details.

Berks RG16 7XQ

April 1996

PSU 11 Power Supply
INow in its second year of production PSU II mklIl is a power supply
that mimics a perfect mains supply. allowing Garrard 301/401
TD 124 to be used anywhere in the world. and was developed as a
result of our more technically minded customers requiring a more
advanced PSU over our successful active PSU 1. Whilst PSU |
cleans and reshapes the incoming wave from PSU II generates a low
distortion wave from which is both voltage and frequency stable.
PSU II can also be used with CD players pre amps and tuners .

Supply and service of Garrard, Thorens, and other high quality
turntables using genuine and newly manufactured part to original

Also manufacturers of the world finest Plinth for Garrard
301/401 Thorens TD124 now with Smm covers and finest hinges if

Loricraft PRC 1 Record Cleaning machine as used by the

Loricraft Garrard 401s with SME arms and record cleaning
machines are in use with recording studios and record dealers.

4 Big Lane, Goose Green Lambourn,

See us at “The Great British Hi-Fi Show” on the 13th & 14th

7. M. O'Satlivan

* New 1996 catalogue available ¢

Fax/

e () 1488 72267

Suppliers of Art Audio Amplifiers, Goldring, Ortofon, & SME
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feature

ANTIQUES ROADSHOW - THE FIRST CLASSICS

PHILIPS CDI100 MERIDIAN MCD,

For many this was the =1 MCD-PRO

definitive player. A ' Meridian set to work on
silver top-loading Philips’ CD 100 to produce
machine with a rew . Britain’s first audiophile

of LEDs to indicate player, with encouraging
track position, its results. The subsequent
MCD-PRO - which looked
like a two-box player but

ergonomics were
crude in the

extreme. wasn’t - won many friends.

Nevertheless, this ] 8 ~-_ﬁ
I 4-bit, four-times — PHILIPS CD104

oversampling The Dutch giant’s

player soon second-generation

gained a good champagne gold clone of  machine caught up with Japan by

reputation for its sound quality. Philips’ CD100, although reviewers offering luxuries like a digital display ‘
preferred it to its Eindhoven uncle. In and motorised drawer loading.

MARANTZ CD63, CD63B an early example of Marantz's love of

No, not today’s front loader with rave tweakery, the ‘B’ version appeared in

reviews! The original ‘63 was a black with a couple of internal mods.

CD - THE EARLY YEARS
When CD players
gained a foothold in
the High Street,
competition hotted

up and prices

tumbled. First-
generation players like
Philips’ CD 100 which
had come on to the
market in 1983 at
around £500 were in
discount shops for less
than £250 by 1986.
Obsolete Japanese players
were retailing at less than
£200 by 1987. Software
prices remained high, new
releases never being cheaper

Oversampling and digital
word size soon became
effective marketing tools on

the High Street. The early
Philips players were |4-bit
4x oversampling while the
Japanese players were
16-bit 2x. Soon this
became 4x, and then
increased to pseudo
18-bit 8x until single bit
Bitstream and hybrid
DAC:s arrived to
confuse everyone.
Despite the
popularity of
bitstream machines
today, liked from the beginning for

than their £10.95 launch response, their smooth sound, some

price despite tumbling 90dB dynamic range, 0.004% manufacturers like Naim and Orelle (to

production costs. distortion and ‘Below measurable limit’ name but two) still prefer Philips’ late
CD players superficially measured wow and flutter must have seemed like Eighties 16-bit 4x chipset, often

startlingly well by conventional heaven on earth. It was left to characterised as being more involving

standards. The CDP101i’s quoted journalists to point out how much the despite its age.

5Hz to 20kHz (10.5dB) frequency new machines distorted at low levels.
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THE NEW HARBETH HL-P3=
Perfectly formed!

Remember the time traveller's box that was
far bigger on the inside than out? It's the
same with the new Harbeth HL-P3ES: the
big-box sound from a conveniently small
cabinet!

Jazz, classics, pop, speech whatever; the
HL-P3ES brings the sweet, detailed and !
dynamic full-scale sound of reality to even i
the smallest room or studio!

Whatever your musical (or home theatre) \
tastes, the HL-P3ES transports you right

into the recording — you're simply never
aware of these unobtrusive mini-marvels.
Just as real hi-fi should be.

'<~H'.'P3E'S en
HARBETH  s'gi%
e

Uncover hidden depths — sounds you'd never
noticed before — in modern sessions and
your most treasured recordings. That's what
we mean by low-colouration.

A pair of these mini-Harbeths upgrade
any hifi system and the screened magnet
technology and super-size sound make
them ideal for front and dialogue channels
in AV systems.

In nine beautiful real-wood veneers the HL-
P3ES blends into any room, acoustically and
cosmetically.

The new Harbeth HL-P3ES: dynamically!

6

it o Sl

NITOR SPEAKE

For information please contact Heather Lewis,
Harbeth Acoustics Ltd. Unit 1, Bridge Road,Haywards Heath, W. Sussex, RH16 1UA, UK.
Tel: 01444 440955 Fax: 440688 E-Mail CompuServe 100624,455

Give your outboard
converter the digital source
it deserves.

Our no nonsense modifications will
transform an average integrated C.D. Player
into a top-notch C.D. Transport.

We operate a professional, well-organised
factory service and guarantee all our work.

For a copy of our Company profile together
with prices and details on our unique,
affordable upgrades send an S.A.E. to:

AUDIO SYNERGY LTD., VALLEY WORKS,
STATION LANE, HECKMONDWIKE,
WEST YORKSHIRE, WF16 ONF

m MAY 1996
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HlGH END );'())g/: orlx::en

SALE

Only few units left!
Some prices negotiable

AUDIO RESEARCH
DAC1 D/A converter - LS1, SP15
preamplifiers - D250 MkIIS, M300
MkII, Classic150 power amplifiers

WELL TEMPERED
Record Player, Classic, Signature

export price from

£590
. (1]

GOLDMUND
Studietto turntable - T5
tonearm - Mimesis 8 power
amplifier - Apologue speakers

Also: Berning TF-10 preamplifier, Breuer tonearm, Cotter
ultra-/subsonic filter, Eureka 1 and 2 step-up devices,
MarkLevinson MLC-1 cartridge, Moerch tonearms

Call for catalogue!
Glotta AB, phone +46 8345251, fax +46 8346533
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Now,
Quad’s stand-
alone mains-powered
77CD player can be
used with any
ampilifier.

Haider Bahrani plugs in.

aire Ni Bhraonain brought a

tingle of Celtic pride to my

bones, despite my own roots
being on the other side of the Irish Sea.
The effect was down to her voice, a
harp. a double bass and acoustic guitars
on ‘Bhean a Ti’ from the live Clannad In
Concert CD. The fact it was spinning
inside the drawer of Quad’s mains-
powered 7712CD player might have had
something to do with it. too, of course.

The ‘Quadlink’ model, now known
as the 7714, was reviewed in the
November '95 issue and can only be
used in conjunction with the 77
integrated amplifier, from which it takes
its power. The 7712 is for those who
prefer to use other amplifiers and
therefore need to plug it into the mains.
It will set you back £250 more, priced
at £850.
The second track on Bjork’s Post

CD is, soundwise, a bit of a hybrid.
Her voice mixes it with strings.
accompanied, unusually, with a plethora
of techno-type delights. Although her
voice sounded somewhat hollow, Quad's

HI-FI WORLD

slimline CD
player reproduced the
rest with excellent instrumental
detail and good depth. Ricky Lee Jones's
laid-back ‘Easy Money’ had all the cool
of someone driving down Highway Nol
in an open-top Mercedes wearing
Raybans. The image was uncluttered,
both instrumentalists and vocalist having
a clear but not overwhelming presence,
and stretching beyond the 'speaker
boundaries. The guitar on Paul Weller’s
*You do Something to Me’, raunchy but
smooth enough not to be piercing on
the higher notes, had such an analogue
character to it it almost distracted me
from the song. Weller’s ‘Broken Stones’
was warm and relaxed, with an equally
open image and a calmly controlled
bass.

Up-tempo music, though, found the
lower-mid and upper-bass registers
dominating the proceedings. Tuce's
‘Celebration of Life’, a bass-heavy funk
album, boomed more than thundered.
Marvin Gaye’s ‘What's Going On'’ is
carried along by its bass line, but on this
occasion it engulfed the other
instruments, obscuring their
expressiveness.

Unlike Quad’s 67CD. which had
only a single Open/Close/Play control
on the fascia, the 7712 has four:
Standby, Drawer Open/Close, one
which toggles between Next and

Previous
tracks and another

which combines Play and

Stop. A ‘basic’ remote adds the usual
random play, track skip and track access
functions.

Using an Audiolab 8000Q pre-
amplifier, 8000M monoblocks and
Mission 752 loudspeakers, the 7712
would be judged, at least, adequate in
the face of its direct price competitors
from Teac and Marantz. Except that the
7712 has no digital output, just
analogue RCAs
Quad 7712 £850
Quad
St Peters Road,

Huntingdon,
Cambs. PEI8 7DB

Measured Performance
see pl19-121
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he writer of the ‘Letter of the
th’ wins a free subscription to
Hi-Fi World.
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Hi-Fi World’s letter of
""]— e month: A CASE OF

entirely agree.
Too many
British

manufacturers have neglected aesthetics,
and, alas, sometimes quality coutrol, over
the last few years.

To give an example or two. One pair of
loudspeakers, in use over a few months,
had a veneer which discoloured and
cracked. A pre-amplifier, said by the
manufacturer to be straight off the
production line, arrived with a selector
knob spinning uselessly on its spindle.
The paint on the fascia also began to flake
off at a touch in a matter of days.

A well-known company apparently is
unable to ensure a BNC socket on its CD

Mail
AT
202

THE PROSECUTION

transports stays secured to the PCB.
Other items have turned up for review
with control knobs that would be
cousidered too plasticky and cheap for a
Chinese-made toy. Once, I watched the
brass finish of a valve amplifier chassis
literally tarnish before my eyes with the
heat from the transformers. It’s been
lacquered since to prevent this happening,
but it should have been done in the first
place, surely?

And the aesthetics! While British
designers are highly rated when their
talent is applied to motorbikes or
household implements, their expertise
seems rarely called upon for hi-fi. The

last time I remember being excited by the
look of a new British hi-fi product was
the appearance three years ago of the

Michell Alecto.

Probably, the lack of 'design’ is a
product of both complacency and lack
of cash. The first has resulted from
general acclaim worldwide for the
way British li-fi sounds and has
led, particularly on the part of
some smaller companies to the
notion that as long as it sounds
good it doesn’t matter what it
looks like. In my view this is
wrong-headed, confirmed by a
spell talking with Ken Ishiwata
of Marantz on their stand at Live '95.

We had been talking about the "look
and feel’ of hi-fi that ssmmmer and agreed
that manufacturers needed to pay the
same kind of attention to elements of
design that car manufacturers do to a
dashboard. We were confirmed in our
belicf as to its importance just watching
people stroking the metalwork.

I know that hi-fi is in a more
precarious position than it was ten or
twenty years ago and that costs have to
be shaved. Few companies can afford to
pay a design group like, say, Pentagram.
But if companies carry on thinking they
can get away with the hi-fi equivalent of
a Morris Oxford instead of a Vectra, their
position, methinks, is going to become
even more precarious. EB
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THE DEFENCE

fter reading your letter and Eric’s
Areply, I must say I have to

disagree. I penned a list of ten or
more manufacturers’ names straight away
whose products combine performance
with style and quality. The thing is,
products such as these naturally take
longer to develop and cost more to
produce, so there aren’t that many new
ones each year and they tend to be higher
priced too.

Here’s just a few examples that spring
to mind: Eric mentioned Michell’s Alecto,
but take a look at the engineering and
design quality in the Gyrodec and Orbe
turntables too. Whilst we're on the
subject, what about SME tonearms -
which I don’t think anyone could criticise
and Linn, Ortofon and Lyra all make
cartridges that show remarkable
engineering elegance.

Meridian, Quad, with their growing 77
series, and Mission all offer ranges of
electronics that I feel are superbly built
and styled, with a real luxury feel in use.
They are conservatively-styled I must
admit, but then that is what the public
demands in most cases. If you want
something a little
more showy,
Audio

Even the
remote control for

Mission’s Cyrus range looks good.

Innovations’ Alto CD and amplifier,
especially in chrome, set the standard,
and at a reasonably affordable price.
Again conservatively styled, but with
absolutely fabulous build and finish are
loudspeakers from Castle, ProAc, Spendor
and Harbeth. It never ceases to amaze me
that these manufacturers manage to finish
their cabinets to such perfection on a
production line. Have a close look at how
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the veneers meet at the edges -
not a missing fibre or split in
sight, and on more expensive
models veneers are even pair-
matched. The quality of cabinet
work here is unmatched in my
opinion.

There are many more 1
haven’t listed, but I hope the
above is enough to re-assure you
that there is quality-engineered,
built and styled equipment out there to be
found. Primarily, I feel equipment should
be designed and engineered for reliability
and sound quality, its performance if
you like. If it sounds terrible =
and blows up after a few
months, all the styling
in the world won’t /
save it.

There are many
products out there
from small specialist N
manufacturers that offer
this ‘performance’. I don’t
think they should be discounted just for
using an off-the-shelf control knob
because the manufacturer concerned can
neither afford nor justify the expense of a
custom alternative. There are a few that
offer neither the performance or build
quality appropriate to the price, but these
are few and far between and a fact of life
in any industry.

Anyway, I've probably gone on
too long and I've just
remembered your criticism
was regarding amplifiers.
Here's ten across a
wide price range I
think you
should take a
look at:

Mission

Cyrus 111,

Unison

Simply 11,
McIntosh
MA6800, Meridian
551, Quad 77,
Michell Alecto,
Alchemist Axiom, Audio

Innovations Alto, John Shearne Phase
I1, Focusrite Red 4/5. I rest my case in the
defence of hi-fi style. DB

The SME IV, a masterpiece
engineering precision with s

.

letters continued on page



d from page 43

ROUNDED...
ing the request from
ord (Letters, Dec
help finding material
in ‘3D sound’, as on
omorrow’s World back
'92, your reader wasn't
of EMI's Sensaura.
actual process demo’d
was Roland’s RSS
Sound Space) system
on distortion

tensity. The effect is
amatic but like the
‘Q-sound’ it sounded
in mono. Music
d with this process
air play as T.V./Radio
to cater for the huge
of mono receivers.
r readers may like to
Essential Hi-Tech,
) 856, mastered by
. This includes the
ow's World theme as
in Rofand's RSS system
programme that one
ow of no other discs
d in this process.

Newnes. Tel: 01865 310366

AUDIO & HI-F

HANDBOOK

for the information -
e won an Audio & Hi-Fi
dbook for your help.

... ON ALL SIDES
Both RSS and ‘Q Sound’ give
a very wide soundstage.
When RSS first came out
some years ago, there was a
series called ‘3D Classics’,
one being Gershwin’s
Rhapsody in Blue, 427806-2. |
think ‘3D Classics’ is a trade
name and they may not be
Q Sound or RSS processed.
However, the following
have been: Bomb the Bass
(Winter in July), Rhythm King
657275-2 (RSS);
The Immaculate Collection
(Madonna), Sire 7599-26440-2
(Q Sound); Amused To Death
(Roger Waters); Sony Music
COL 468761-2 (Q Sound);
Pulse Live (Pink Floyd) EMI
CDEMD 1078 (Q Sound).
Not many shop assistants
seem to have a knowledge of
CDs with RSS or Q Sound; |
can only say look out for the
RSS or Q Sound motifs (in
small print!) on the back of the
inlay or book.
lan Avery
Redhill,
Surrey.

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674

Get the best from your CDs

with this Siren interconnect.

LEAVE IT TO THE
HEDGEHOGS

Further to the letter you
published regarding the use
of Computer CD (ROM)
players and their application
in audio, | would like to add

or@ml

Every letter we print wins a
superb prize; there are Chord Co.
interconnects, Audiophile
International LPs and CDs, Newnes
Audio & Hi-Fi handbooks and a
free subscription to Hi-Fi World

for the best letter of the month.

With prizes for every letter we

print, can you afford not to write?

No! So here’s the address:

Hi-Fi World Mail (with prizes)

64 Castellain Road,

Maida Vale, London W9 1EX
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the following.

| too have a ‘stand alone’
CD ROM player. An NEC
unit, it cost nearly £400 and
is built like the proverbial
battleship. For computer use
- a lovely bit of kit!

Being curious | connected
its audio output to my
system (Naim 42.5, Hi-Cap,
250, Isobariks) and guess
what! Its audio capabilities
are severely limited. In short
it sounds bloody awful!

Before | am accused of
belonging to the Flat Earth
Society, | use (and enjoy) a
Pioneer PD80I for CD
listening. The difference
between this and the NEC is
about the same as the
difference between the
Pioneer and a Wadia/Krell
player.

You have been warned.
Want to play Sonic? Buy a
computer. Want to listen to
music? Buy a dedicated CD
player.

A. Andrews
Linslade,
Beds.

The trouble is that
computer CD-ROM drives
do not play hi-fi quality
andio. Then again, have
you seen the sort of
speakers people use with
their computers? Very lo-fi
as a rule, so perhaps
people just don’t notice.
Mind you, I've lreard a
computer-synthesised
orchestra start off on
Apple Macs and end up
souding very successful
througl Quad ESL-63s. EB

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674

Plug your Pioneer back in with
this Siren interconnect.

A WOMAN'’S
WEEKLY HI-FI
TROUBLE

Has Dominic Todd (Feb. *96)
really thought through the
implications of his sofa-in-
every-shop policy? | have a

HI-FI WORLD

horrible vision of being
steered towards an old
armchair and a pile of
Woman’s Weeklys every
time | visit a shop in the
company of a man.

It is already almost
inevitable that when a
woman asks a question
(especially if it is more
technical) the reply will be
directed towards the man.
At best, the more ‘informed’
dealers might, as an
afterthought, tell the wee
lassie that it’s really no more
complicated than whether or
not you can tap your foot to
it. “Just keep on tapping your
foot, dearie, and leave all
those nasty technicalities to
the men.” s this any way to
treat a sentient being?

Please, Hi-Fi World, think
twice before making any
more suggestions like this.
Retailers already have
enough ways of keeping
women in their place without
being encouraged to dump us
in the ‘soft play’ area!

Fiona Lucock
Lancaster.

I think you may have
misinterpreted Dominic
Todd’s views. The point lie
was trying to make is that
a hi-fi retailer should
make the shop as inviting
and comfortable as
possible for a wide range
of customers in various
circumstances. Providing
comfortabile seating,
coffee, magazines and
games to keep children
amused can only make the
whole experience of buying
a piece of hi-fi a more
enjoyable and civilised
occasion for everyone.

The large majority of
hi-fi dealers are very
professional and caring in
their approach to
customers. Many of the
staff in hi-fi shops are
there througlh their love of
music and hi-fi, which
makes then very valuable
when it comes to choosing
the right equipment. A
good approach to making
the very best of this

service is to call your hi-fi
dealer first and arrange a
time for a demonstration.
This will give thewm tinte
to set up an example
system that they think
will be suitable and
ensures that you will have
their undivided attention
througliont your
visit.

Often, if =
you
book like ".;
this, you
will be
assigned
one

member of
staff who
will be with
you the
whole tine,
setting up
different
systems and
helping to guide
you towards the

] : sigh
best possible Z o Bit W jscrete ~d for £300
. _ ittie - anal
choice. If you pPAs Y o
5 s eXC
want to make the converte’ .

right clioice and come

away with something

that will give years of
enjoyment, I think it is
well worth trying this

approach. DB

Audiophile Int.Tel: 01276 855578

Make the most of a
demonstration with this Mobile
Fidelity Sound Lab album.

TIME TO ASSEMBLE
A DAC?

My system consists of a Linn
LP12, lttok, and Audio
Technica OCS, via a Hart
phono stage and Roksan
Attessa DP-2 transport with
dual Positron QED Digit.
Amplification is a passive
preamp feeding two re-
conditioned Leak TL12 Plus

power amplifiers (new Audio
Note caps/resistors and
Sovtek valves). Speakers are
Epos ESl Is.

Having recently added
the Attessa transport, | am
keen to bring my DAC up to
standard, and have

auditioned various
designs including the Pink
Triangle Ordinal which |
found very good. As it will be
a long time before I can
afford such a thing, { was
considering the Assemblage
DAC tested in your January
issue. How does it compare
with the Ordinal?
Kevin Beel,
Herts.

Your dual-Positron’d
QED Digit has a very
clear, punchy sound, but
could be described as
lacking in warmth and
body compared with
today’s best convertors. I
can see why you liked the
Ordinal; it has a similarly
forthright and powerful
presentation, but is a
little more refined,
bringing greater detail
and atmiosphere to music.
The Assemblage is a
step beyond what you
have, having a sweet and
geutle sound that many

continued on page 47...
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Real Hi-TFi in the City

DANISH HARD CORE! Amplifiers that is. Check out the
outstanding value for money offered by the Densen Beat
100, a minimalist integrated combining articulation and
rhythm with a power delivery that drives all but the most
demandingloudspeakers. The powerfuland refined DM10
offers more of the same, but with the advantage of dual
mono operation and massive (150wpc) power capability.
The sheer power and presence of these amplifiers contrasts
nicely with the delightfully refined sound produced by the
range of valve and hybrid models from Copland. The
CTA14 integrated combines valve sound with the muscle
of solid state power at a very reasonable cost while the all
valve integrateds and pre-power combos combine the best
of modern valve technology with great build quality and
finish, all at real world prices.

Sound

Organisation

London S.E.1
0171 403 2255

The Cat Sat on The Mat,
but didn’t realise this hand made drawer
Chest has been designed to hold 480 cds &
75 cassettes

For this and all other items in our range of
Handmade items for H-Fi, CDs, LPs, Books Etc. Etc
Please contact: lan Edwards, The Oid Chapel,
282 Skipton Rd., Harrogate, HE1 3HP

Tel: 01423 500 442.

SOUND AND VISION
SHOW BRISTOL

So, yet another show

has been and gone and i’ve just managed to
recoverc er eing shut in or4 ays! Having
c sisted in @ room F onstratin cun
ecrne Edlofa Ecchon and the Alon Il and
spec ers it wcs gr h?yrng to

oss e fo pro ucecg od soun

helih

under icylt congitions - cwgg ome
ema + su oo er next door didn’t he

Ar| t we mainly use an exp nswe ont en

coEswtl? i Au o ecc ep isto fransport
ose loo sI S? Pirrnccnry ckgrgﬁlémve

comments r|c

power su py, ut You I ne ﬁ you cn
get! the scre quit eseceé r
ust sc ecrneP cse in grate plus
ase pow rc

wcﬁs/c}g:nne e ge L? drlvm

them in bi.amp mo e Indeed. the Phase 2 when

tr'e on it's own, w en eve¥ n? gone home
SO soun ed xcellent anh act that yoa;lcct:n

ater

stgdt out wn this aftractive £650 amp, an
on the Phase 3 makes it a very Stiractive

V?audio

Hi-Fi Consultants

lan C. Vaudin
36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop,
Bristol BS9 1EJ
Tel/Fax: Bristol
(0117) 9686005

package. Although o vrously the larger. Alon l|s
are very im ess ve, t ehs ti es were muc
cp recrc _ yt os who ecra m and are

ort ecrlng it in the market for a mini. Do
rmg or a dem

HELP!

But it was very obvious speokln to vrsrto st the
show, tg% 'ycustome ere cr ing
it very oget goo g' ce on re to
o n xt, T er et oc so ,-noneﬁclls rom
e as or ner we can
% er s o mc ea \gsrtt Eerr ome, evaluate
eir system’s sound gnd then we can
recommend what tg do. Every system is different
|n one wa or another, even if i 1 [ust the room
|ts in, and the custo ers musical tastes so
Ecy an |m ortant rT) With speakers
ark roo E?ctrocompc iet, Trlcn e,
Alon efc “%nd amps Lpm AVI
Trian ybrcjp ecrne Arion, Unison
Res crcaw us cd players by ‘Avi, Parasound,

Trichor Hcrmcn Kardon etc. We can satishy
most people

ectrocompcnlet
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continued from page 45...

would find captivating.

But combined with the
richness of your Leak
TL12s/ES11s the sound
could become a little too
soft and vague. I'd
recommend trying
something like DPA’s
Little Bit 111. This
discrete-design convertor
has all the blood and guts
dynamics of your Digit,
but with greater detail
and a super sound stage.
This should bring a whole
new dintension to your
music. DB

Cord Co.Tel: 01722 331674

Get the best from your new
convertor with this Chord Co.

Siren interconnect.

MYSTERY TURNTABLE

| am writing to ask you for
some advice on an old
turntable | bought called
Input Design. It has a
Mission 774 arm that needs
re-wiring and overall it
needs quite a bit of work to
get it up and running. | don't
mind that because | am using
it to gain some experience
in setting up a turntable, arm
and cartridge,

| have tried to get some
information from Technical
& General and Loricraft
Audio with no success. If
you could please send me
the following information |
would appreciate it very
much:
[} Input Design turntable -
set-up, spare parts or any
contacts that can help.
2) Mission 774 arm - set-up,
rewiring, spare parts and
address.

HI-FI WORLD

3) Are there any books
available on generally setting
up turntables, arms and
cartridges?

S. Lazzari

Galashiels,

Scotland.

I thought that between us
Noel and I had come
across practically every
turntable, but alas Input
Design has escaped us.
Whether it deserves the
amount of work you have
to put in will very much
depend on how much it
needs.

It is not, generally, a
good idea to take a
tonearm to bits. If the
tonearm is the original, i.c.
without a fingerlift on the
head-shell, Mission can
rewire it and bring it up to
scratch. Sorry, perlaps not
the best word in the
circumstances. Up to
standard, maybe. Call
their service department
on 01480 451777. EB

Audiophile Int.Tel: 01276 855578
Easesoss s e vt o ei vl

MUDDY
WATERS

follk Singer

B

? ‘ ’
When it's running, check out

your turntable with this Mobile
Fidelity Sound Lab LP.

SPEAKER FOR THE
NIGHT

I'm a regular reader of your
magazine although it is
sometimes quite hard to get
your magazine here in
Germany and it is also
expensive. Accordingly, |
thought of getting a
subscription in the new year.
Through your magazine | got
interested in valves and hey!
that is the sound | have been
after throughout the years!

I listened to the Silver
Night monoblocks from
Audion with Impulse Lali
loudspeakers (at Zen Audio,
Hull) and it was just life-like.

Graham from Zen Audio gave
me your review on the amps
from Feb. "93. He had only the
Impulse speaker to listen to.
And since you didn’t
recommend any loudspeakers
in your test, | wanted to ask
you what would be the best
combination? | would be very,
very thankful if you can name
me two or three loudspeakers
that you would think perfect
for the Silver Nights. The
problem here in Germany is
that valves haven't established
themselves yet, at least not in
the shops | know. Therefore |
always turn to English hi-fi
magazines and study them.
David Ringel
Heidelburg,
Germany.

Dearie me. I wrote that
review three years ago!
Graham’s copy must be a bit
dog-eared by now. Turning
back to it I find 1 did
mention I used the Silver
Nights with Quad ESL-63s
which despite others’
doubts do handle low-
output valve amplifiers
pretty well unless you want
disco levels. A horn design
like those from Impulse
should also suit them very
well. EB

A great favourite among
followers of valve
amplification are ProAc

How do you review a turntable
like the Michell Orbe? Eric
Braithwaite explains.

loudspeakers. These
generally use very high-
quality drivers: fabric dome
tweeters and light, sensitive
paper cone woofers. This
makes them reasonably
efficient and tonally pure,
both of which attributes
will help you get the best
from valves. DB

Newnes. Tel: 01865 310366

AUDIO &HI-FI

HANDBOOK

The Audio & Hi-Fi Handbook
makes a great read for any
enthusiast.

A WORD ABOUT
REVIEWS
A request and a question:

In future loudspeaker
reviews, please give
dimensions and weight.

The question: how can
you comment on the tonal
characteristics of a turntable
when the whole loop of
turntable, arm and cartridge

continued on page 49...
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The Audiolab 8000 Series N!"l?

Audiolab 50008

Imagine an amplifier which offers
the simplicity of an Integrated
Amplifier and the flexibility of a
separate Pre-Power Amplifier.

It is the new Audiolab 8000S
Sterco Amplifier.

At the turn of a switch you can

R X X Audiolab 8000A
usce it as an Integrated Amplifier, @ 8000A Integrated Amplificr
as a Pre-Power Amplifier together @ 8000C Pre-amplifier Audiolab 8000C/P
with the Audiolab 8000P Stereo @ R000P Sterco Power Amplifier

o g g 8 8 Audiolab 8000CDM/DAC
Power Amplifier in a bi-amplified @ 8000M Monabloc Power Amplifier
system, as a high performance @ R000T "Tuner Audiolab 8000T
stand alone Pre-amplifier, with an @ 5000Q Pre-amplificr
external surround sound processor, " . .

. . @ 8000PPA Phono Pre-amplificr For more information about
or with a sub-woofer. It has remote . .

. @ 8000CDM Compact Disc “Fransport Audiolab products and details of your

control and outstanding sound Audiolab deal i 't.

. ) . " Digital-An: oy 7, A
quality. We couldn’t think of @ 8000DAC Digital-Analogue Converter udrwlao deaier, call or wrile.
anything ¢lse an Amplifier needs @ 80005 Stereo Amplificr
to do!

Ask your Audiolab dealer
for a demonstration.

ZAUDIOLAB

’ Cambridge Systems Technology Ltd
Spitfire Close, Ermine Business Park
Huntingdon, Cambs PE1§ 6XY

Hi F1 Telephone 01480 52521
Fax 01480 52159

Hear the difference.



continued from page 47...

are involved?

A good example is the
Best of 1995 review of the
Michell Orbe turntable where
the sound of finger-cymbals is
praised when surely sounds
of this type are 90% down to
the cartridge.

J. E. Ellis
Pinner,
Middlesex.

Siuce I was the perpetrator
of the original Orbe review
from which the ‘Best Of. . ."
was condensed it beloves
me to reply. The cartridge
used, whicl had previously
had a full review, not so
coincidentally by e, was
the Ortofon MC7500. The
SME V arnt I had also
heard and used several
times before.

As a preliminary to the
full review of the Orbe, my
own SME IV was
transferred to the new
turntable from its long-
tern residence in my own
Gyrodec.

The mechanics and
logistics of the listening
process preparatory to a
review are seldom
mentioned in print. They
would likely be objected to
as boringly repetitious,
since the preparation is
often the samne. Nor does
space allow it.

So, everything had been
heard elsewhere other than
on the Orbe: mentally
subtract the similarities
and Bingo! what’s left is
unique to the turntable.

Audiophile Int.Tel: 01276 855578

A good turntable deserves the

best vinyl - like this

HI-FI WORLD

That’s why the finger
cymbals conld be
attributed to the Orbe, not
just the cartridge. Trust
me. EB

QUAD SURVIVAL
QUESTIONED

| read with sadness that Quad
had been sold. | well
remember Leak, to which |
remained faithful until it was
sold to Rank. At that point |
changed to Quad and | have
stayed with the product to
date, upgrading whenever
new items were introduced.
| would like to pay tribute to
their outstanding personal
service. Quad has been a
landmark of the hi-fi world
for over fifty years.

| wish | could agree with
NK that "Quad's future
seems assured". | feel the
reverse is more likely. Look
at the many yeoman names of
yesterday which are now just
labels for system
components.

| hope Hi-Fi World, as
the only magazine to give
Quad a fair hearing over the
last decade, will tell us more
of the background in the near
future. It will be interesting to
see if Quad will be allowed to
continue servicing products
30 years old.
Donald Studley
Shipham,
Avon.

Newnes. Tel: 01865 310366

AUDIO &HI-FI

HANDBOOK

ND ECITOM

Any dedicated follower of
audio should have one of

these in their library.

Thank you for giving me
the chance to reassire Mr
Studley.

It will not have escaped
the readers of Hi-Fi World
that the high-fidelity
market has changed
somewhat over the last
forty years. Product life-
cycles are becoming shorter
and shorter and products
are becoming more and
more complicated.

The Quad Il power
amplifier took two man-
years to develop, had
about fifty components. It
remained in production
unchanged for eighteen
years. The Quad 77
integrated amplifier and
remote control systent has
taken about 15 man-years,
has more than 500
components and will have
a production life
expectancy of about five
years. This trend will
continue, and this means
that companies Irave to be
bigger to fund the ever-
increasing R&D needs for
the future.

As part of Verity

Group, Quad has access to
what is now, with the
addition of the Quad
engineering staff, the
largest and arguably the
best R&D department of
any hi-fi company in
Britain, capable of
developing the homne
entertainment products of
the future. Quad will
continue to develop
products which are truly
state-of-the-art.

Verity Group is
committed to preserving
the character of all its
brands. Since acquisition,
the service department at
Quad has been
strengthened and now has
a staff of nine people to
make sure that we can
continue to set the
standards for the industry
and provide the service
which Quad customers
expect.

Ross Walker,
Chairman,

Quad.

Quad’s ‘intelligent’ remot
control which partners the
77 series of electro

-

CONTROL
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One thing the Lalis did that
few other speakers do was
make listening to music fun.
Chris Beeching. Hi-Fi News "95

ol

Impulse
Loudspeakers

Unit 14 - 16

62 Tritton Road
Dulwich
London SE21

Telephone
081 766 0474
Fax

081 766 0468

You can follow the digital Mw OM

revolution or you can follow the

We are flexible with our opening times
Free parking available by appointment.

Mail Order
117-119 HAMMERSMITH ROAD

LONDON, W14 0QH. ﬁi
Tel: 0171 371 3037

Fax: 0171 371 1790
We are open Mon-Sat  10.00 -6.00 //l// "‘A
SONNETEER CAMPION

We offer home
Presents: demos on Hi-Fi
THORENS . equipment and

CD PLAYER, PRE- ) calrles.

AMP & TUNER. ; So you can make
y your choice.

* AVAILABLE NOW

Agents tor:- Alchemist, Audio Innovations, Audiolab, Aura, Alphason, Atacama
Audio Technica, Boston, B&W, Chord Company,Castle, Denon, Dynavector,
Harman-Kardon, Heybrook, JBL, Jecklin, Jamo Oriel, Orelle, KEF, LFD, Marantz
Michell, Moth, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Ortofon, Pro-ject, SM.E ,

i " . Sequence, Stemfort, Sugden, Teac, Thorens, Totem, Tannoy, Townshend, Tube
The sounds from th? f’ro ject ! ha,d th? fa.mous engaging bloom and Technology, Van - Den - Hul, TDL Electronics. Studio series and many more.
warmth so characteristic of LP, which is either caused by analogue's

inherent superiority over digital or a mixture of distortion, crosstalk and * Home Installations* “Introducing a new brand of

microphony according to your viewpoint. Anyway, | liked it ... " * Free Local Deliveries* amplifiers exclusive ta Studia
One The Sonneteer Canyrion

Integrated amplifier.”

: - “Call Joseph or Ossie now for Free advice”
Project 1 Turntable PRO J E CT Audition The ECA Servo A Point 2 True Ribbon
AUDIOSYSTEMS Loudspeakers “Be Amazed”!

Pro-ject record playing systems are available for between £150 and £2,000 “Records cleaned and sleeved on Nagaoka antistatic
For more details and stockists, 'phone ORTOFON UK on 01753-889949 for £1.50 per album”

Pay us a visit, we are near Olympia

John Borwick, Gramophone
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Audio Valve’s monoblock
amplifiers look like a double
decker bus, thinks Douglas
Floyd-Douglass, but he

enjoys the ride.

weekend on the continent
recently confirmed my
suspicions: they're out to get

us! The threat is coming, not from the
Americans or the Far East, but from the
old world’s champions of fine cuisine
and exemplary styling. The proliferation
of ltalian, German and French high-end
hi-fi throughout Europe is
not to be scoffed at.

Sonus Faber,
£

Unison,
Focal, Leedh and
others are all
competing strongly with
British products.

Like Eurogastronomy, Euraudio can
be unexpected, delicious and often
downright adventurous. Just the
impression created by these German
Audio Valve PPP 45 monoblocks, a pair
of glass-and-lacquer finished Deutsche
double-decker buses with eight valves
inhabiting the upper deck. The power
valves in this 45W parallel push-pull
design are six of the classic EL84s, the
input valves ECC83s.

Jazz on these omnibuses was peachy,
to say the least. The saxophone on Wes

HI-FI WORLD

Montgomery’s ‘Round Midnight' reeked
of ‘Art Pepper-edness’ with its
commitment and deep, churning
melody. The distinctively soft
Montgomery thumbed guitar sounded
authentically Gibsonesque and his
octave chord-slides were as clean as his
teetotal reputation. The intonation on
this recording and the differentiation of
each note and chord were precise.

Double bass could be felt; it had just
the right amount of buzz on the strings
as Arthur Harper slid from one
note to the next.

Piano was
smooth,
but with a
slight
upper-bass
edge. Older
recordings like
this (Paris, 27th
March 1965, just
three days older
than me) are
blissfully free of
digital reverb and the
crowd noises were
atmospheric and real.
The soundstage was
stable even during
demanding passages. Jazz fans
will love these amplifiers.

There was a real feeling of space,
musical depth and unclutteredness with
The Cars’ ‘Drive’ too. Their ability to
demonstrate the midband ‘clunk’ of a
percussive cymbal complemented the
delicious decay of synth stabs, while the
crash cymbal resonated with a warm
and enduring timbre at the end of every
phrase. Vocals were especially well
presented, airy and open, with the
close-miked

review

‘fa-fa’ exemplary in its realism.

Brushes swept rhythmically round
the perimeter of the snare drum’s
vellum on Crowded House’s ‘Into
Temptation’. Vocals were deep and
natural, pronounced and impressive in
the lower register, although the
midrange could be raspy. The bass on
this Crowded House track was warm,
though woolly.

There was a real feeling of synergy
between these power amplifiers and
their countryman Beethoven. The
Harnoncourt/Teldec recording of well-
known pieces is spot-on. And what a
performance! These valves really
brought out the passion. The woodwind
and flutes were open and fast, with a
sense of urgency. Soft passages were
luxuriant and the basses and cellos
were superbly together. There was a
big, even, comforting, soundstage.

A big sound and substantial power
reserves bely the Audio Valves’ modest
stature. They may lack something in
refinement, but they confirm for me,
once again, that valves are one of the
best forms of amplification. @
Audio Valve PPP 45 (pair) £1195
Wollaton Audio
134 Parkside,

Wollaton,
Nottingham NG8 2NP
@ 0115928 4147

WORLD VERDICT

Listenable, likeable and good value.

Measured Performance
see pli9o-121
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For those of you that think
that modern life has been

immeasurably improved by

the advent of nuclear power, O IT O ro n
soap operas and the ending M C 8 000

of all wars, you should replace Mk "

all your records with (D's.

“1 WANT ONE"”

- Douglas Floyd-Douglass, Hi-Fi World

Now you don’t often hear a reviewer
say that about a product, do you?

So what exactly was it that moved
D.F-D to lavish such fulsome praise on
the Unison Research Simply Two? Was it
the specification? (12 Watts of single-
ended pure Class A). Or the finish? (“It
would do a Ferrari proud”). The price
maybe? (“real value for money with no
compromise”). All very impressive, no
doubt. But the real answer is both
deeper and more subtle. Simply Two is
one of those rare products that makes

listening to music a magical experience. S IM PLY TWO
Just as it should be.
BY UNISON RESEARCH

For a list of approved stockists and full details on the Unison Research Simply Two integrated
amplifier (£995), Simply Four (£1495), or the amazing ‘Smart 845’ monoblocks (£2995), contact:

U.K.DISTRIBUTION

23 RICHINGS WAY, IVER, BUCKS. SLO 9DA
TEL: 01753-652669 FAX: 01753-654531

m MAY 1996 HI-FI WORLD



ome call it a lark,
others say it takes
bread out of their

mouths. Thinking of the
blinding blue flash that
vapourised a circuit board
track the other day, I'd call
it bloody dangerous! But it
is fun.

DIY is all of these
things. I'm not talking
about putting wallpaper up
here, so much as building
hi-fi. Quite what’s so
engaging about it I'm not
sure, because having been
building hi-fi and radios all
my life it’s become as
familiar as eating, if more
fun. The surprise is that so
many people get just as big
a kick out of this “lark”,
providing frustration
doesn’t overwhelm them.
It seems that, given a
chance, a lot of people find
building something, which
is a creative process, very
rewarding.

You've got to want a
challenge. I’'m not at all
convinced that a kit which
is so slick that it requires
no mental effort to
assemble is a good idea.
Heathkits became this
before they disappeared:
super slick and much like
normal commercial
product when built. When
the price approached that
of commercial product
there was no magic nor any
“reason to build” left.

There’s a challenge in
building, especially if you
can make a contribution to,
say, the finish. Then there’s
the mental tussle of getting
it all working. Just about
every amplifier | have ever
built has not worked
properly first time, so take
heart! But sorting it out has
been absorbing and
educational, if frustrating as
well. It’s a great help to
have a meter and a ‘scope,
both of which come cheap
these days, plus a signal
generator. How I used to
dream of these things when
trying to get various short
wave receivers going,
during my schooldays.
They'd whistle and squeal
and do all sorts of peculiar
things, I was never quite
sure what.

In those days I dreamt
of making what was known
as a “wobbulator”. This
wasn’t a machine for lazy
slimmers, so much as a

HI-FI WORLD

kaleidoscope

frequency swept RF signal
generator capable of
displaving IF alignment on
an oscilloscope. In spite of
these difficulties though,
my receivers - the last being
a 24valve double-
conversion tvpe were dear
to me. At that time
motorways were a novelty,
so our Devon town was
isolated by modern
standards and might just as

Mysteries
from Noel

Keywood

5.20 valve amplifier, that
really took off. I was
amazed. I've always loved
valve amps. but was far
from sure anyone else did.
Haider Bahrani, who
works on this magazine
but is a solid-state
engineer, thinks we are a
trifle bonkers. He became
even more convinced of
this when I shorted down
500volts of H.T. the other

& Now it’s becomin g received

wisdom that valves are where

it's at in high fidelity.*

well have been an Mars.
Listening to Luxemburg,
Voice of America and what
have you, was far more
exciting than going to the
local fleapit to watch corny
old flicks like Pride &
Passion or Presley’s April
Love (yeech!).

In those days test
equipment weighed a ton
and had a price to match.
Maplin and others now
offer some amazing devices
for those who want to take
a more serious interest and
this really does open up
the subject for those who
want to get serious.

We started DIY in Hi-Fi
World because readers
constantly asked for it, and
because we understood
from our own hands-on
experience just what the
attraction is. It was the
second Supplement, dated
May 1993, with the Mullard

day with an almighty flash
and bang in the editorial
department (we keep ‘em
on their toes!). Yet that
Mullard amplifier was one
of the most popular
projects we have ever
featured, in spite of the
dangers.

Now it’s becoming
received wisdom that
valves are where it’s at in
high fidelity. This hasn’'t
quite got out into the High
Street yet, but it is
beginning to capture the
attention of big
manufacturers as they see
sales go up as fast as a 10V
electrolytic with 500volts
across it. When Marantz
brought out the £30,000
T2 and Western Electric
announced they were to
restart manufacture of the
300B valve, the whole
business got a big publicity
boost. I'm mightily amused

by the way so many of
Britain’s manufacturers are
now beginning to wonder
whether this represents
some sort of commercial
way forward for them.

As with valve amps
though, DIY loudspeakers,
at their best, can offer
extraordinary
performance. One key
advantage the constructor
has over the commercial
manufacturer is a relative
lack of cost restraint.
Manufacturers have to add
on their own margin and
then a retailers margin on
top of this. Adding to this
are R&D, transport,
packaging and warranty
costs, not to mention
advertising and what have
vou. It all adds up to quite
an extra load, seen either
in the profit margin that
must be applied or in
direct add-on costs. The
big victim in all this has
been drive unit quality.
We've seen some real
cheap drivers in very
expensive speakers - a daft
way of doing things. DIY
allows constructors to use
high quality drivers, fitted
with Kevlar, Carbon Fibre
and High Definition
Aerogel cones, housed in
beautiful cast alloy chassis.
That’s a great starting
point for producing a
quality loudspeaker.

I look at DIY like this:
you can sit in front of a TV
and vegetate, or you can
be in the workshop
building something. Just
try not to destroy it - what
you are building and the
workshop that is - in a
blinding blue flash @
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In art, the simplest disciplines can also be the most demanding. To write a haiku, a traditional
Japanese poem, a poet is allowed just 17 syllables to capture a complete thought. So each word
has to be weighed against every possible alternative to ensure there is no better alternative. The
engineers and <{esigners at Aura would immediately recognise the rigour of this approach. Like the
poet, their goal Is deceptively simple — to reproduce music perfectly. So each component must be
carefully evaluated against alternatives. Every design route is checked against other
possibilities. And when a decision is made, the key components are specially manufactured to




our own stringent specifications. Meticulous attention to detai! has led to fewer and fewer details.
The fascia of our amplifiers are uncluttered by unnecessary controls. Freedom from electronic
gadgetry allows us to minimise the single paths to the electronic circuits inside the amplifier,
reducing ‘crosstalk’ and distortion. Even Aura’s distinctive chrome finish has taken us years to
perfect. Stainless steel is repeatedly polished until it shines like a mirror. The result is simplicity
and pure beauty. If you would like to know more about Aura amplifiers, tuners and CD players
contact B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales) 01903 750 750
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licking through our
FDIY Supplement and

copies of Glass Audio
and Speaker Builder from
Audio Amateur
publications, as well as the
mainstream electronics
titles such as Elektor and
Electronics World, it strikes
me that the need for a PC is
becoming more and more
important for the DIY
designer. There’s a wealth
of computer packages out
there at affordable prices
that will aid anyone with a
basic grounding in
electronics to produce their
own unique designs that,
with care, will yield superb
performance.

A distinction should be
made here between what |
would call the DIY
constructor and the DIY
designer. The constructor is
a hobbyist who has seen
the benefits of building hi-
fi. A good kit accompanied
by easy to understand and
follow instructions is great
fun to build and may out-
perform built-up products
of similar cost. If you have
the ability to construct your
own hi-fi, great fun can be
had and the end result can
be customised to suit
personal tastes.

The DIY designer is
more dedicated and has
different goals. He or she
will probably have built kits
in the past, but a desire to
learn more and develop
knowledge will lead them
further. Friends come and
listen to what you have
built, and quickly you’ll be
building hi-fi for friends
and colleagues, learning
and experimenting all the
time. I’s natural that you
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Dominic

Baker

start to develop your own
ideas, ideas drawn from the
experience of building kits
and reading journals such
as those mentioned above.

So you think you’re
ready. You've spent months
planning your own
loudspeaker design. You've
picked the best drivers from
manufacturers’ data sheets,
developed your own
cabinet design that you’re
convinced will out-perform
any mainstream product.
More often than not

have access to a PC. There
are an increasing number
of packages available which
are invaluable when
planning the initial design,
making sure you get off on
the right foot. But more
and more packages are
appearing that can turn
your PC into an extremely
powerful piece of test and
development equipment.
Liberty’s IMP and
Audiosuite packages are
aimed mainly at budding
loudspeaker designers.

% The careful tuning and balancing
8 8

process is what lifts a design from

satisfactory, to exceptional *

though, once built you'll
realise that the design
process has only just
begun. You can get yourself
90% of the way there with
little more than good
books, experience and by
selecting high quality
components, but you'll
quickly find yourself blind
without any way of
measuring what you have
done.

It is this last 10% which
really makes a product
special. The careful tuning
and balancing process is
what lifts a design from
satisfactory, to exceptional.
Ironing out the creases and
tidying up the loose ends
will make your design
function far better, and
importantly, far more
consistently.

Luckily, exactly the help
you need for this tuning
process is on hand if you

Regular readers of our
Supplement will have seen
recent reviews on both of
these systems. IMP is a basic
test set, with facility to
measure frequency
response, impedance and
produce waterfall plots.
Audiosuite is really an
extension of this, using a
PC sound card to generate
test signals. It performs as
an oscilloscope, and
distortion analyser as well,
and has all of the usual
loudspeaker tests. Both are
available with a calibrated
microphone; a computer
disc supplied with it
corrects for any errors in
the microphone’s response
to make it extremely
accurate.

LMS, aimed mainly at
loudspeaker design, uses a
dedicated PC slot card
which is installed inside
your PC. Along with the

software, LMS will give you
the ability to measure
frequency response, phase,
impedance and just about
everything you’ll need to
fine tune your designs. Like
many of these packages,
you can also use it to check
the Thiele-Small parameters
of the driver you are using,.
In the case of LMS, this
Thiele-Small data than can
then be inserted into their
LEAP package which is used
for box design and
optimisation. So a
measurement system can
make your initial design
ideas more accurate too.

For more electronics-
based projects there’s
Picoscope from Pico
Technology. This is what
has become known as a
virtual instrument, where
hardware and software are
used to convert your PC
into a range of instruments.
Picoscope has virtual
instruments such as a
spectrum analyser,
voltmeter, frequency meter
and so on, making it an
extremely powerful and
compact test set. The top-
of-the-range package costs
only £199.

Another virtual
instrument package is
Allison Technology’s O-
Scope, a plug-in
module/software system for
your PC that allows it to
perform as a digital storage
oscilloscope, spectrum
analyser, frequency
counter, digital voltmeter
and data logger. There’s a
sound level meter option
too, but the basic single-
trace package is available
for just $230, amazing value
considering that to buy the
range of instruments it
replaces would cost
thousands.

There are many more
useful packages available,
and we hope to be bringing
you reviews of some of the
more affordable and
suitable ones for DIY
designers in the near
future. Packages like these
provide an invaluable
insight into how a design is
performing. Remember, for
true hi-fi performance it’s
not enough that it works,
it’s how well it is working
that makes all the
difference @
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LESSENING

BIAS

found the budget DRM-550 easy
enough to use and quite slick too,
like all Denons. But beneath the

DRM-550’s smooth exterior my
measurements showed that

performance was pretty mediocre. The
main weakness was the magnetic head
that lurks in the cassette compartment.

It was unable to get high
recording

masses of distortion if pushed.

How did this affect results? With
TDK MA metal tape there was obvious
muddle and messiness, especially in the

treble, even though | recorded

scrupulously to OVU and no further. One
answer is to reduce recording level, but

then hiss became more obvious,

although Dolby C did a good enough job

in suppressing it.

Another solution is to use less
expensive ferric or chrome tapes. They
need lower bias, which in turn reduces

head saturation and distortion.
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levels onto metal
tape in particular, throwing up

The low level intro to Tori Amos’
new album, Boys For Pele, was a perfect
test. With quiet TDK SF (chrome bias)
tape and Dolby C hiss was minimal and |
could hear just the vaguest hum close up
to the speakers, something most decks
suffer. The recording sounded soft and a

little woolly until |
cranked

bias back
two points on the five

point scale, then the whole came
more into balance.

However, with TDK AR ferric tape,
which can record massive bass levels
cleanly, the thunderous bass from Isaac
Hayes’ Branded album was obviously a
bit weak, emphasis being thrown onto
the midband, where his vocals were
relatively clear. Today’s budget recording
heads are so poor, including the DRM-
550's, that TDK AR, used in conjunction
with variable bias (i.e. tape tuning)
represents the best option. At this price
point nowadays, little more can be
expected, with the exception of Aiwa’s
AD-S750 Dolby S deck.

The facilities Denon fit are all tried,
tested and useful. There's Dolby B and C

Denon’s new DRM-550 offers
an honest result, providing its
limitations are borne in mind,

explains Noel Keywood.

noise reduction systems, a counter zero-
stop, Dolby HX Pro to give cleaner
treble when recording. The fascia is
clean, lacking unnecessary legends, and
the controls move smoothly. Automatic
tape type selection is provided.

Pre-recorded tapes came across well.
From Supertramp through to the piano
sustains of Ashkenazy, the DRM-550
sounded clear, concise and temporally
stable. For the price | wouldn’t criticise
it, knowing that the opposition offers no
more.

Cleanly styled, well equipped and
easy to use, the DRM-550 is visually
attractive. It offers best results with low
coercivity tapes, meaning ferrics. In my
experience TDK AR and AD, as well as
Maxell XL-IS, are the best choice, used in
conjunction with Dolby C to suppress
hiss. Metals don’t suit. I'd rate the DRM-
550 as a safe enough buy, providing too
much is not expected.
Denon DR-M550 £159.99
Hayden Labs
Hayden House,

Chiltern Hill,
Chalfont St Peter,
Bucks. SL9 9UG
T 01753 888447

WORLD VERDICT

Good enough performance for the

price and certainly no worse than

current competition.

Measured Performance
see pli19-127
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spotted the little KEF 60S
Iloudspeakers in one of the many
Tottenham Court Road hi-fi
retailers. At first glance they didn’t really
appeal (there were four of them along
with a centre-channel speaker and
subwoofer AV style.) But as the next
track on the demonstration album
kicked in, my ears pricked up. Here was

Quality

Using High Definition
Aerogel drivers, KEF’s
tiny 60S monitors look
to have quality. Hoping
their subwoofers have
control, Dominic Baker

listens in.
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an AV system with remarkable clarity
and detail, quite unlike the majority

I've heard.

More light was shed when |
peered closely at the 60S
loudspeakers. Sitting
behind their thin cloth
grilles was a single Uni-Q
driver screwed neatly
into the moulded plastic
cabinet. But this wasn't
KEF's normal driver,
which uses a 6.5in plastic
cone woofer
surrounding a lin soft
dome tweeter. Instead,
the 60S uses a 5.25in
High Definition Aerogel
(HDA\) cone, the same
material used by Mission
in their 752s. This is the
loudspeaker we use as a
benchmark in our in-
house listening room. Its
openness and clarity are
unrivalled at the price,
so needless to say | was
keen to audition the 60S at
greater length.

A week later a selection of
packages duly arrived from KEF,

adding up to four 60S monitors, a centre
channel speaker and the matching 30B
subwoofer. One pair of the monitors
and the centre channel speaker were
discarded (well this is Hi-Fi World after
all), but | kept the subwoofer as it had
seemed to be doing a pretty good job in
the dealer’s showroom.

The Uni-Q driver in the 60S is a very
high-quality unit for such a loudspeaker.
Sitting in the centre of the Aerogel cone
is a |4mm polymer dome tweeter,
which, although quite cheap-looking,
tends to give a fast and precise sound.
This is partly due to the construction,
where the dome and voice coil former
are all one piece rather than separate
units glued together. This also makes
them light and efficient.

With the 60S loudspeakers the build
budget seems to have been allocated
differently to most, with more of the
money directed to the main driver.

On its own, the 60S has a very open
and coherent sound, with a precise tone
through the midrange. But, as you'd
expect from such a compact device, it is
quite light in the bass.
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They'd be great in a bedroom but in our
listening room a subwoofer was needed
to add a degree of extra weight and
extension. | had a choice of two: the
30B supplied by KEF and REL's new Q-
Bass, also reviewed in this issue.

| approached KEF's subwoofer with
some scepticism. Many manufacturer’s
efforts fall short compared to a REL,
which are not only the best-sounding
but, in my opinion, also the most flexible
to use. However, congratulations are
due to KEF here, because the 30B is the
first sub I've come across that even gets
close to competing with a REL. It suited
the 60S’s far better than the Q-Bass,
which although fuller and richer, didn’t
match as well. The KEF was notably
tighter and cleaner, although in fairness
to REL, the Q-Bass is £150 cheaper. It
would be interesting to play the KEF
against REL’s Strata, both having the
same price.

So, with the KEF subwoofer installed
| started my listening proper. In this set-
up it was best with the highest roll-off
selected. The 60S’s don’t stretch that far
down, so they cross over to the
subwoofer quite high up. This also
helped to warm up the sound, the 60S’s
on their own sounding a touch cold,
although this in itself is a function of
their clear projection.

With classical music, the KEF system
was confident and sure-footed. With
their coherent delivery through the
midrange and treble, violins on
Locatelli’s Opus |V were pushed well
out into the room. Violin presents a
tough task for any loudspeaker, often
becoming phasey or blurred on higher
notes, but the KEFs sailed through this
test with surprising ease. Apart from a
little cuppiness lower down, they were
pure and uncoloured, able to describe
both tonal shading and delicate
harmonic structure.

The limitations of the 60S and 30B
system became more apparent with
Sheryl Crow’s Tuesday Night Music
Club album. ‘What | Can Do For You’
gave the system a broader range to deal
with, and at a faster tempo too. Here
the cuppiness became more evident,
adding a hollow, resonant thrum to her
powerful projected vocals. They pushed
right out into the room, but this
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emphasised a slightly cold and hard
quality. It was evident that the system
was revealing a lot of dezail, an ability of
the HDA driver, | suspect.

This general feeling continued with
the Lightning Seeds’ ‘Punch and Judy’.
Although the set-up had super cetail and
dynamics, and taut, powerful bass, the
hollow, boxy colouration in the lower
midrange detracted from the whole
experience. There are certainly many
budget loudspeakers that are worse
here, but the more | listened the more
obvious it became with the KEFs.

Ultimately the KEF 60S loudspeakers
and 30B subwoofer don't make the
audiophile grade. As a system they do
have some exceptional qualities, and for
someone into AV they are well worth
auditioning. For that purpose they are
far more musical than the majority 've
heard at this price. But at just under
£200 the 60S’s have fierce competition
to face not least from KEF's own Coda 7
which is £50 cheaper. @

KEF 60S/308 £199.95/£499.95
KEF Audio

Tovil,

Maidstone,

Kent MEI5 6QP

T 01622 672261

WORLD VERDICT

60S

Open, clear and detailed, but coloured
too. Worth audition where space is at
a premium.

30B

One of the few subwoofers we've
come across to offer serious
competition to REL. Taut, clean and
powerful bass.

Measured Performance
see pl19-121
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ROMULUS

A tube amplifier with truly astounding loudspeaker control and sonie
clarity unchallenged by the dynamics of

ANY music.,

True 35+35 Watts

RMS output power.

Designed and built by

engineers and music
lovers.

| LRLRRA O L&
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CRDEVELOPMENTS LTD. Unit 8, Craftsman Square, lemple Iull]\ll\(l | st Snulh\n(l on S\(\ Essex SS2 5RH

LIS

Musical Technology

Designers and Manufacturers of
High Performance Audio Equipment

This is what the pundits have said:

The Kestrel “Their midrange was exceptionally smooth™ Hi-Fi World
“High on the list of anyone looking for a stylish floor stander” Gramophone
“Engages the senses immediately™ Hi-Fi Choice
The Harrier “An outstanding clarity through the midramge does suggest something
out of the ordinary™ Hi-Fi News & RR
1 felt thoroughly involved with the music™ Cyberfi
“Exceptional value for money” Hi-Fi Choice
The Falcon “They deliver music with tremendous autherity™ What Hi-Fi
The Eagle “One of the most sensible big speaker packages around” Hi-Fi Choice

For more information contact:
MUSICAL TECHNOLOGY
Unit 10, Howard Industrial Estate, Chilton Road, Chesham, Bucks., HP5 2AU.
Tel: 01494 793137  Fax: 01494 793345

Are you making the right connections?

Send for Britin's biggest catalogue of | s s e your FREE Comom Cale Condoms
specialist cable and connections. i Narne
All available by mail order. i
Phone 0181 9429124 or clip j Address /
the coupon for your FREE copy. i E
CUS-D’—' CHBLE E Postcode E
| No Further Information Required | | |
——SERVICE——— E Send to : Custom Cable Service i
PO Box 4007, London SW17 8XG | _____POBox 4007, London SW17 BXG _ Hrw s |
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12 ISSUES FOR
ONLY £22

(UK only)

HI-FI WORLD SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Please send me the next 12 issues of Hi-Fi

World, starting with the -----------v=----- - issue.

| enclose my cheque/postal order for £22 (UK only) made payable to Audio
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OBH-10 Remote Volume Control £129

NP TAED OBH-11 Headphone Amplificrs ~ £129

New range includes: 4240 Integrated Amp £279

P42 Pre-Amplifier £279

A42 S0W Power Amp £279

CD 42 CD Player £500

. OBH-8 Phono Pre-Amplifier £99

Over the last 12 years Creck Audio has designed and constructed Hi-Fi equipment for thousands of enthusiasts. Now
that it is once again an independent company the story is set to continue, with a new range of equipment designed for the
nineties.

For further information and a list of stockists Phone 0181 - 361 4133 or send coupon 1o:

CREEK AUDIO LTD, 2 BELLEVUE ROAD, FRIERN BARNET, LONDON N11 3ER.

LOUODSPEAKERS

MUSICMAKING BY

SYSTEMDEK LTD 34 KYLE ROAD IRVINE SCOTLAND KA12 8LD TEL:(01294) 271251 FAX:(01294) 277095

ad 7T

The Poiyer 06 Music.

THE 1= 111

The Sumo Polaris lil: “Highly Recommended” by
HiFi Choice 8/95, a120 watts per channel amp,

— q — comes with true balanced inputs and can be easily
IHE 4 i TENTNNIS run as a 350-watt monoblock. SRP £898.

Sumo presents the Artemis, a totally new
concept in preamp design featuring:

Fully discrete Class A circuitry
Non-feedback line stage
Balanced in/out

RISC microprocessor control
Infared remote

Post gain stepped attenuator
Separate DC power supply

e A — A /] 7T

The new Ten/M monoblock, featuring the most
advanced Class A balanced circuitry in Sumo

. history.

Plug in upgrade (MMMC phono/DAC) Delivering 240 W into 8 ohms, it runs with no overall
Sumo engineers developed for the Artemis, a negative feedback, yet has superior damping factor
proprietagv RISC compu‘;er program that, in Y ="7—4 F’ VE and low distortion.
conjunction with the very high voltage non-feedback Each Ten'M chassis contains two fully balanced
line stage, allows relay stepped attenuators to The Sumo Five: 60 watts of pure Class A power, differential power amps, one each for the positive
control volume levels, with absolutely no degradation delivering over 150 peak amps of available current, and negative signals.
of Signal to Noise regardless of the music level. including fully balanced, XLR connectors and easily The Ten/M boasts a 1 KVA transformer and can

SAP £1585. configurable as a 200W monoblock. SRP £1810. deliver over 150 amps of current. SRP £4080 per pr.

OTHER AGENCIES INCLUDE: ATC, AVI, AUDIO REFLECTIONS OTHER AGENCIES INCLUDE:

CHORD. CASTLE HARBETH,SPENDOR, TEAC, VDH

3 LONGWOOD VALE, TINGLEY, WAKEFIELD WF3 1UL
TEL: 0113 252 8850 DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT, EVENING CALLS WELCOME
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ttention-grabbing
headlines are far
from restricted to

our much-maligned
tabloid press. Anyone who
follows the motoring
magazines can’t fail to
notice the shock headlines
that crop up regularly.

You can probably guess
the sort of thing, even if
you aren’t familiar with the
intricacies of quad-cam
variable valve timing.
‘BMW Slaughtered By
Toyota!’ ‘Astra Deals
Deadly Blow To Golf GTiV’
‘The Best Car In The
World - It’s A Mercedes
Not A Bentley!’

You can bet your
bottom dollar that BMW
hasn’t really been crushed
and as soon as a new ‘hot
hatch’ comes along, it too
will overtake the Golf.
What always promises to
be the final word never
really materialises.

The same is true in the
hi-fi business too. We've
had the Japanese super
budget amplifier that
wipes out the home-grown
competition, the super-fi
that will crush the best
high-end efforts from the
States and the continental
loudspeakers that will
definitively destroy the
home industry. Of course,
as in the motor trade, the
predicted consequences
never materialise, or only
to a small degree. The
publicity may cause a bit of
concern among
manufacturers at first, but
after a while things settle
down and it’s all forgotten.

There is a strong
feeling for the status quo
in the hi-fi industry. What
retailers seek is not a
manufacturer who
produces one exceptional
product which, either
through their persistence
or simply by mistake, is
exceptionally well
reviewed and well thought
of. This is because the next
model to come along is
usually nothing like as
good and will struggle to
meet the class average let
alone set a new standard.

This is well illustrated
by Pioneer's dilemma over
the A-400 amplifier. The
original proved a much
greater success than even
Pioneer themselves could
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have dreamt of. The
problems arose when it
became due for
replacement in the range.
The trouble was, with
the original being so
highly regarded, the
A-400X which took its
place faced an uphill
struggle to make anything
like the same impact. In
fact, Pioneer were so
concerned they ended up

from

Dominic Todd,

our man in

retailing

members of this exclusive
club include Arcam, NAD,
Mission, Audiolab,
Meridian, Linn and
Nakamichi (sought after
exclusively for their cassette
decks). These produce
equipment that retailers are
constantly asked for (often
regardless of reviews) and,
as such, are prized
accounts. At present Arcam
seems to be flavour of the

(CETI) will face issues
such as the impact of
future technologies and
trends, staff motivation
techniques, selling and
communication skills,
marketing, distribution,
shop presentation, even
room acoustics and
computer software. There
will be seminars where the
industry can meet the
press and, no doubt, give

% The prizes a retailer seeks are accounts which have an aura

of respect within the industry and can survive a poor review,

or even a year of bad reviews, simply because of who they are®

keeping the A-400 in
production alongside the
product that was meant to
take its place! As it turned
out, the ‘X’ never did quite
catch on, while the
original best-seller earried
on until quite recently.
Since then, Pioneer hasn’t
had the same amount of
attention - and that was all
over one product.

The prizes a retailer
seeks are accounts which
have an aura of respect
within the industry and
can survive a poor review,
or even a year of bad
reviews, simply because of
who they are. The name
given to these saviours of
the industry is ‘Key
Accounts’. To become
established as one takes
not years, but decades.

The grand-daddy of
them all is, of course,
Quad. More recent

month, with both
independents and retail
chains chasing the
account.

This obviously creates
concern among other
companies which have
their work cut out
competing with such well-
established and recognised
brands. Yet not even ‘Key
Accounts’ can afford to be
complacent in such a small
but fast-moving industry.

There is an underlying
tension concerning its
future. This has manifested
itself in our first-ever
trade-only event (to be
held this April) at which
manufacturers,
distributors and the press
can all get together and
talk about the state of the
industry and how things
can be improved.

The Consumer
Electronics Trade Interface

them a good grilling over
product seiection and
reviewing technique!

The irony is that CET1
is to be held in Harrogate,
the very place where the
north has been crying out
to have a hi-fi show for
years, and it is not open to
the public. Many of the
topics to be covered, such
4s room acoustic
techniques and the latest
recording technology,
would interest hi-fi
enthusiasts too. They are
not the sole preserve of
the trade. An exclusively
trade audience could be
catered for with trade days
before a public one, as the
hi-fi shows manage to
achieve.

Despite this, will CETI
be headlined ‘The Show To
End All Shows!’at the end
of this month? We shall
have to wait and see @
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CHELMER VALVE COMPANY

for
High Quality Audio Valves

We offer below a selection of our CVC PREMIUM range of audio valves. These CVC BRAND valves are
from selected world wide sources, processed in our special facility to provide low noise/hum/microphony
PRE-AMP valves and POWER VALVES burnt-in for improved stability and reliability. Use this sheet as
your order form. If you require matched pairs, quads or octets etc. Please allow £1.00 extra per valve for this
service and mark alongside the valve type number "M2,M4, M8’ etc as required.

Price list and Order Form for CVC PREMIUM Audio Valves

PRE-AMP VALVES RECTIFIERS Unit Price Total Price
Unit Price | Qty |Total Price| EZ80 4.00
ECC81/12ATTWA 5.00 EZ81 4.25
ECC82/12AUTWA 4.50 GZ32 7.00
ECC83/12AXTWA 5.00 GZ33 7.00
ECC85 5.00 GZ34 6.00
ECC88 4.50 GZ37 6.00
ECF82 5.00 SU4G 5.00
ECLS82 5.00 SVAGT 4.00
ECL.86 5.00 SY3GT 3.50
EF86 4.50 5ZAGT 3.50
E80F Gold Pin 9.00
E81CC Gold Pin 6.20 SOCKETS ETC Unit Price Total Price
E82CC Gold Pin 6.20 B9A (Chassis or PCB) 1.60
E83CC Gold Pin 6.20 B9A (Ch or PCB) Gold 3.00
E88CC Gold Pin 7.20 Octal (Ch or PCB) 1.80
6EU7 6.00 Octal (Ch or PCB) Gold 4.20
6SL7GT 4.00 4 Pin (For 2A3. 300B) 3.30
6SN7GT 4.50 4 Pin Jumbo (For 211 Eic.) 11.00
6922 5.00 4 Pin Jumbo Gold (For 211 Eic.) 15.00
7025 6.20 5 Pin (For 807) 3.00
7 Pin (For6C33C-B) 4.50
POWER VALVES Unit Price y |Total Price| Screening Can (For ECC83 Eic.) 2.00
EL34/6CA7 7.50 Anode Connecter (For 807 Eic.) .50
EL34 (Large Din) 8.50 Anode Connecter (For PL519 Etc 1.60
EL84/6BQ5 1.00 Retainer (For 6L6WGC Eic.) 2.00
E84L/7189A 5.50
KT66 9.20
KT77 12.00
KT88 12.50 MATCHING CHARGES

KT88 (Gold Special) 19.80 POST & PACKING (UK)

2A3 (4 or 8 Pin) 14.50 TOTAL EXC VAT

a 22.00 VAT @ 17.5% (UK/EEC ONLY)

300B 50.50
6C33C-B 27.00 TOTAL TO PAY

6L6GC 6.50
6L6WGC/5881 8.00

6V6GT 5.00 : -
6080 12.00 CHELMER VALVE COMPANY" or pay by

6146B 10.20 ACCESS/MASTERCARD/VISA Please give details:

6336A 4600 INEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

6550A 11.00

6550WA 13.50
! Boss SIGNATURE: ................ EXP. DATE: ..o

7581A 11.00 IV P ——
807 8.00 ADDRESS: ..ot e e
811A 10.50
812A 34.00
845 30.00
Total carried forward .

VALVE AMPLIFIERS SOUND BETTER STILL WITH CVC PREMIUM VALVES!
130 New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 ORG. Tel: 01245 355296/265865 Fax: 01245 49006

Please make cheques payable to:
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There’s much more to
good bass than boom,
as Haider Bahrani
discovered playing with
REL’s new Q-Bass

subwoofer.

oday | sat in on recording
sessions for Paul Weller’s
Stanley Road album. | popped in

on Bjork and Tori Amos and even

Mr Roger Nelson played me a ditty.
Jealous? You needn’t be. It sounded like
that because | had a REL Q-Bass
subwoofer in the system playing in front
of me. This is not just a nice £350
boom-box toy for the bass hungry; it
will subtly enhance your system as well
as adding important subsonics.

REL recommends the unit be placed
between the speakers with the driver
firing towards the wall behind. Tried it,
wasn't all that impressed. To be fair, the
manual also suggests the driver could
face into the room, “for a more upfront
and dynamic bass sound for heavy
rock”. Now that was more like it! The
system was a pair of Harbeth HL
Compact 7s driven by a pair of
Audiolab 8000M monoblocs with the
signal from an Audiolab 8000CDM
transport and Pink Triangle Da Capo
CD convertor feeding an Audiolab
8000Q pre-amplifier.

This has muitiple line-level outputs,
so a pair of phono leads were easily
connected to the Q-Bass. There is an
alternative ‘high-level’ option, which
allows connection direct from the
amplifier’s loudspeaker terminals.

HI-FI WORLD

complemented what was coming
through the Harbeths.

At this price, for the results that can
be had (with a little bit of effort) the
REL Q-Bass is something all bass-
seekers should consider. Especially
anyone who wants to hear the lower
half of Barry White’s vocal register
and other whale sounds ®

B =

It's a fine balancing act to get
things spot on with the Q-

Bass. The Filter control
sets the upper roll-off
frequency, which must
be adjusted to match
the natural roll-off of the
main speakers you are
using. This is also
dependent on the level of
bass set. | picked a couple of
tracks which | know to be
well balanced and quickly had
the Q-Bass matched in.

It took a while but then Paul
Weller's ‘Broken Stones’ had a
drumkit so real | sincerely believed |
could get up off my seat and touch it.
Playing some other CDs, however,
showed I'd obviously put a heavy
Weller bias on the beast. Over the next
few days | played a wide range of
material, slowly homing in on the ideal
setting for this system. Once there, the
subwoofer vanished, integrating
superbly.

Among CDs which aspire to
thunderous bass is Portishead's Dummy,
particularly the track ‘It Could be
Sweet’. The REL certainly brought it out
to the full while still allowing the rest of
the music through. Dummy and Bjork’s
Post CD were good guides for setting
up this system. Both have heavy bass
tracks but good vocals, so if they had
been over-ridden by the bass it would
have been not only criminal, but
obviously a mistake.

This is really where the subtlety
comes in. A sub-bass system should
bolster, not dominate, what is already an
appealing sound. Taking a Tori Amos
CD out of its case was inevitable. The
acoustic thuds and rumbles from the
grand piano on ‘God’ perfectly

£349.99

REL Q-Bass

REL Acoustics Ltd.,

North Road,

Bridgend Industrial Estate,
Bridgend, Mid-Glamorgan CF31 3TP
T 01656 768777

WORLD VERDICT ¢

Needs care in setting up, but this
subwoofer offers serious quality bass
for not a lot of money.

MAY 1996 ﬁ



competition

Be Jo!ly with

Rogers!

m MAY 1996

This month cheer up your
hi-fi with a pair of Rogers
loudspeakers. We have five
sets to give away.
First prize is a pair of LS33s
and their AB33 subwoofers
worth £600; second and third
prize winners take home a
pair of LS33s valued at £249.
and fifth prizes are a
pair of LS1s worth £149.

ogers will be celebrating its fiftieth
Ryear in [997. Starting off in

Hampstead, in London, it took its
name from founder Jim Rogers. The initial
product line included the classic Williamson
mono valve amplifier, built under licence.

A few years later, in 1954, by which time
they were based in Greenwich, they began to
produce their own amplifiers. First of these
was the Rogers ‘Minor’ valve monoblock,
followed shortly by the ‘Junior’, a tuner and...
loudspeakers.

Over much of its history, Rogers was
almost synonymous with the BBC,
manufacturing BBC monitors like the famous
LS3/5a and others used in studios around the
world. This relationship continues with the
latest BBC monitor, the LS5/12a.

A few years on and, expanding,

Rogers were on the move again. This time
they stopped at Catford. Here, the company
began developing other amplifiers, among
them the Ravensbourne and Ravensbrook,
named after two local London rivers.

The Ravensbourne runs partly
underground; but instead of choosing
another of London’s subterranean rivers as a
name for their little integrated valve amplifier,
it was named to attract the entry-level buyer
and came out as the Cadet. The Cadet is
now viewed as a classic, and second-hand
can fetch three times its original price of £30
or thereabouts.

HI-FI WORLD



In 1976 Rogers were taken over by
Swisstone Electronics, and upped sticks
to their current home in Mitcham,
Surrey. Valve amplifiers were replaced
with a transistor range, including the
well-regarded A75 integrated, though
after 1979 the company concentrated
only on loudspeakers.

Over the years older models have
gradually been improved, while the
arrival of LS33/AB33 designer Andy
Whittle saw the gradual introduction
of completely new loudspeakers,
beginning with the tiny Studio 3.

Now part of the Wo Kee Hong
Group, Rogers International has now
gone full circle. Last September they
showed two new Rogers amplifiers.
What was in them? Valves!

To enter this competition please make
sure your entry reaches us before 3rd
May 1996. Send your completed entry
form, fixed to the back of an envelope,
to:

Rogers Competition,
Hi-Fi World Magazine
64 Castellain Road,
Maida Vale,

London W9 IEX

Don't forget to include your name,
address and a telephone number if
possible so that we can contact the
winners promptly.

MARCH ISSUE
COMPETITION

THREE PAIRS OF HARBETH
HL-P3ES LOUDSPEAKERS
WORTH A TOTAL OF £2,400.

In the March issue we were
offering a chance to WIN three
pairs of the best mini-monitor
loudspeakers in the business.

The three lucky winners are:

Martin Yip of Ipswich
Michael Hamilton of Kent

Sara Wilce of Bolton

CONGRATULATIONS!

HI-FI WORLD

competition -

e e g

COMPETITION ENTRY QUESTIONS

Cut out and dffix to the back of a sealed envelope

1) Who designed the LS33 and AB33?

A. Andy Whittle C. Wo Kee Hong
B. Jim Rogers D. Haider Bahrani

2) What were the Ravensbourne and Ravensbrook named after?

A. Rogers directors C. Characters from Henry V
B. Rivers D. Brands of Coffee

3) Where are Rogers currently based?

A. Catford C. Mitcham
B. Greenwich D. Hampstead

4) With which broadcaster has Rogers long been associated?

A. NBC C. BBC
B. ABC D. NHK

5) How long has Rogers been in existence?
A. 50 years C. 40 years
B. 39 years D. 49 years

TIE BREAKER (obligatory)

What would you suggest is the best way for Rogers to celebrate their fiftieth
birthday? Answer in about 20 words. No promises about whether the company
will take up the idea though!

Name:

Address:

Post Code: .....ccooirericrenrens Tel No.

o

Please do not add my name to your mailing list.

D e e i i B e i - i

e e e e e -

COMPETITION RULES AND CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

[1] Only one entry per household. Multiple entries will be automatically disqualified.

[2] In the event of more than one entrant submitting all-correct answers, the winner will
be picked from the tie-breaker by the Editor. We will endeavour to publish the results
in the second issue following the closing date.

[3] Purchase of the magazine is not a precondition of entry.

[4] No correspondence will be entered into: the Editor's decision is final.

[5] No employees of Audio Publishing Ltd. or of any companies associated with the
production or distribution of the prizes may enter.

If you would prefer not to receive details of new products or special offers please tick the box
Hi-Fi World magazine is published by Audio Publishing Ltd.
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"All | need is the right lead... "

- Sam Spade-Connector during his
undercover investigations into the Mystery
of the Lost Chord. He subsequently solved
the case by utilizing a pair of ORTOFON
SPK100 speaker cables.

01753-889949

A SYMBOL OF PRECISION

“THE MOST DESIRABLE DECK BELOW £1500”
Ken Kessler - Hi-Fi News & Record Review August ‘94

Michell Engineering, 2 Theobold Street, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE
Tel:- 081 953 0771

m MAY 1996 HI-FI WORLD



Specialist Hi-Fi Dealers

L soum .|
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ROKSAN I NAIM 0 REGA I MICROMEGA 1) ARCAM 1) CREEK
J ROTEL L MARANTZ ) DENON L) RUARK 1) EPOS O
SYSTEMDEK ) AUDIOLAB L) NEAT L) SHAHINIAN L SOUND
ORGANISATION 1 SOUND FACTORY ) CHORD COMPANY 0
AUDIO TECHNICA 1 MANA ACOUSTICS O

Records aslo availabie
PRO MUSICA

@ Vineyurd St Colchester, Esses
= 01206 577519

For the great sound of sound :

)

The Comflake Shop 3\
37 Windmill Street London WIP {tHH
071 631 0472 Fax. 071 436 7165

We stock ATC. Arcam, Meridian, Naim,
Rega. Royde, Roksan, AVI, Monitor Audio,
DNM: as well as offering a marvellous mail-

~ )

} 7 ST. PANCRAS,
4 CHICHESTER,
CHICHESTEL  WEST SUSSEX

Gy __l"-ll)g[ll'v CLOS%D Au? DAY
Tel: (0243) 776402

Appomred stockists of: A+R Cambridge,
Castle Acoustic, Creek, Dual, Goldring, Linn
Products, Monitor Audio, Naim, Nakamichi,
Quad, Rega, Rogers, Royd Audio, Spendor

Sockums of: ARCAM « CREEK ¢« EPOS
HEYBROOK * MICROMEGA * NAIM AUDIO
NEAT ¢ REGA » ROKSAN * ROTEL » ROYD
TEAC * YAMAHA

nfidelity

indecently good hi-fi

9 High Sueet, Ham, Wick, Kingston u
Themes, Surcey KT'1 4DA. Tel: 081-943 30

Open Tues - Sat 10.30sm - 7.00pm.

- T a N ]
QUAD 33 CONVERSION
A re-designed rear panel incorporating gold
phono sockets and up-dated selector boards
installed into your Quad 33. Free Ixos leads
supplied with conversion. Other Quad
modifications available. Also repairs to:
l QUAD, LEAK, LOWTHER, BOSE, etc l

ACADEMY SOUND (CORNWALL).
BANK HOUSE, ST AGNES, CORNWALL, TR5 OQW.
L _ TELOBR2S017 - |

|
|
|

[ sourn [l LONDON & SOUTH EAST

20 Treville Gate, W.Sussex. BNTT TUA
(0903) 212133
The friendly shop with the best sound systenvin the
South, Friendly advice
* 3yr guarantees ¢ casy parking
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm Late night Wed. 7.30pm |
Agencies include: Arcam, Exposure, Kinshaw, Naim
Audio, Marantz, Ruark, Audio Technica, Target, Tripod, |
IPW, TDL, Orelle. and many more J

THE INNOVATIVE
AUDIO AND VISUAL
HI-FI RETAILER

LONDON & SOUTH EAST
SERVING LONDON

r o’
. FROM BATTERSEA

ORANGES
& LEMONS

0171- 924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW11
NCW IS Ctrosteonl

FEUTTTUL VAL

The Hi-F'1 Shop

GUILFORD'S SPECGIALIST SINCE 1950

SBRIDGE SEREE T GUILDEORID

“One of the 5
best hi-fi shops
in theﬁworld”

Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road
London N1 7BS, T 071-226 5500
Ring for a chat, an appointment and a map!

'fée poWWf/'an‘f@

Cyrus. Roksan, Micromega, Audionote, Audiolab, Rega.
Arcam, Exposure, Aura, Epos, Thiel, Ryark, Rotel,
Marantz and other fine equipment

66 Upper North Street, Brighton
Telephone 0273 775978

Best place in town
for Hi-Fi and
Home Cinema

B

UNILET
sevadlivis on
* Six superb demonstration rooms
* Interest Free Credit

* all Leading Brands

* OPEN SUNDAYS

UNILET SOUND & VISION
35 High Street, New Malden, Surrey KT3 4BN
Tel 0181 942 9567 Fax: 0181 336 0820

Studio

Monfn (0-T-Sat 106

AV EAF BT

LONDON WS 5AS
TEL. 081 - 567 8703

AMC, Acoustic Energy, Aura, Audiolab, Audio
Innovations, B&O, B&W, Cannon, Castle, Cyrus, Denon,
Dual, Evolution, JPW, KEF, Marantz, Micromega,
Mission, Monitor audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nakamichi, Onix, Onkyo, Quad, REL, Rogers, Rotel,
Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens, Van den Hul.

10 - 6 pm Mon., Tues,, Friday, & Sat.
Late night Thur., closed Wed.

Two demonstration rooms.
Free local delivery and installation

Repairs and Services

Front End Problem?

contact

The Cartridge Man

It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a
leg to get the best - listen to my
koetsu - and Decca - eater.

Also agents for croft, sugden,
Thorens, Pentachord Speakers &
Nottingham Analogue.

plus cartridge re-tipping service

081 - 688 6565

HI-FI WORLD

SPALDINGS|

e THE SOUTH EAST'S LEADING HI-FI COMPANY

3 DEM ROOMS A.V.
HOME DEMS., 0% CREDIT
FREE INSTALLATION
LINN . NAIM . QUAD . AUDIO LAB
DENON . MARANTZ . RUARK

SEVICE DEPT
325-354 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF
Telephone: 0181 654 1231/2040 Facsimile: 0181 655 3922

ARCAM  CYRUS

LA
Auditorium

—

NEAT WTT XLO

acsimile 0717 247 0990
TWO MINS WALK FROM LIVERPOOL STREET STATION  SYSTEM AUOIO

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS
SECTION PLEASE CALL:
Hi-FI WORLD

ADVERTISING SALES ON
0171 289 3533
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Specialist Hi-Fi Dealers

AUDIO EQUIPMENT FROM LEADING AND SPECIALIST BRANDS ON TWO FLOORS FOR YOU TO LISTEN AND CHOOSE FROM

* 3 Demonstration Rooms

* Home Trials

* Home Cinema - Instore Demonstration Theatre

¢ Audio Visual Equipment

* Evening Demonstrations by appointment
¢ Inhouse Service Department

e Mail Order Available

* Interest Free Credit on Selected lItems (Apr. 0% - Written details on request)
Hi-Fi for the Beginner, the Enthusiast and the Audiophile Telephone (0922) 493499/473499

-——:E?E?Ezf;?ifgﬁisz

15
Near M6 Jnc. 10 & 11

Open 0 Days,
Pam ~ Bpm

Late night Friday
Bloxwich fl
U siorwcn s Walsall .
Mg _BhR

[ it £ uality, Clarity, Expertise . . .
and that's just the service!”

JPW ¢+ KEF REFERENCE » KENWOOD * MARANTZ « MICHELL » MONITOR AUDIO » MONSTER * MORDAUNT SHORT * MERIDIAN * MICROMEGA * MISSION « MOTH « MUSICAL FIDELITY « NAKAMICHI » ORTOFON « PROJECT « QUAD I

ACOUSTIC ENERGY « ARCAM + ALEMA » AUDIO LAB + APOLLO * AT, » AUDIO ALCHEMY * AUDIO QUEST * BAW + BOSE + BEYER » CABLE TALX + CHORD COMPANY + CHORD + CYRUS « CELESTION « DPA + EPOS + EXPOSURE « INFINITY mm

ROKSAN » ROGERS * ROTEL + SENNMEISER « SONY

MERIDIAN 208 £650; MERIDIAN 207
“5e; ROM DELIA 763 O
OISMAN  DELIA 1703
DS0:06000  DIDISEN  0250;
MUSIAL FIDELITY 8200 L1468
LENWOO00 P30S0 (95; SOWY
TAFAAEE 166, MONITOR AUDIO
K352 208, ROGERS 1ST 0208
MARANTZ PR4S Lo, AR X84
RECEIVER £125; NATCHMG AR D-
04 (125; ROTEL AT950BX £120;
MUSIAL FIDELITY MXLPRE O350
ROTEL ATCOSOAR TUMER-PRE L208;
ROTEL RBSOEX (L155; AMCAM
APHA PLUS @D £250; MUSICAL
FDELTY  PREJAL/PI4OX  PRE-
POWER (408; TAMAHA AXA40 (59;
CELESTION SL6S e
WHARFEDALE $15 (148 BEW D4
€38, GASTLE PEMBROKE ciw STANDS
0% QUAD 33/405 £135; QUAD 33
130 1135; SONT TAF444E Lide;
KENWOOD DP3050 £95;, et,
[ J—

MUSICAL FIDELITY PRE&/MAGS RRP
€200, SAE (999, MUSIGAL
FIOELITY  THE  PREANP/TYPHOON
RRP {369 SALE (499 MUSIAL
FIDELTY TIMGEN RRP (299, SALE
49, WAAANTZ  PHTOON  RRP
(449, SALE £369; ROTEL RCDS4SLE
DISCRETE RRP (425, SALE O375;
MARAXTL 1) WP 02004, SALE
£1150,; AURA TUSO CHROME RRP
£349.95 SALE 029%; AURA (D30
RRP £399, SALE £349; ARCAM DELTA
70.3 RRP (799, SALE £54%; REWOK
EVOLUTION STSTEM RRP L2009,
SALE £1608; KENWOOD IWT700
AP £399, SALE (49%; KENWOOD
HDI008 RAP (999, SALE (049,
KEWNOOD K5 0405 RRP £249, SALE
£199; SO MOUSTIC SDI WALNUT
RRP L1500, SMLE (999; AUARK
TALSMAN 11 €699, SALE (308;
TECHNICS NSTRTTT RAP 0299, SALE
049, MISION 764 ARP 3499,
SME 058, . mcoec...
Pleane oall.....

OPENING TIMES

TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 10.30 TO 6FM, LATE NIGHT
FRIDAYS TILL 8PM. CLOSED MONDAY.

Branches at:
®mBirmingham : 363 Hagley Road,
Edgbaston, Tel: 0121 429 2811
mSolihull : 93-95 Hobs Moat Road,
Tel: 0121 742 0254
mStourbridge : 156/157 Lower
High Street, Tel 01384 444184

~Demonstrations By Appointment~

STEVE
HANNAH

AUDIO

ol

WALSALL

MAY 1996

01922 640300

+ SPENDOR + SUMIKO + SYSTEMDEK + TARGET « TOL » THORENS + TRIANGLE *» TUBE TECHNOLOGY » VAN DEN HUL + VANDERSTEEN » YAMAHA « YBA

Hi- Fi EXCELLENCE

163 Spos Street. Coveatry. CV13BB Tel : 0203 szszoo.r.
Mon fo Sat 9.30 M §.30. Closed Thursday ==
Audiolab - Audio Aichemy - Arcam -

NTIII-IJXH MORE & Olufsen - Colgﬁon_‘ - Cyrus - ng . - Foundation
a1 | R e R e
MAILOARDER - CXPORT - BOME TRIALS

3 Floors. 3 Dem rooms. 3000 sq feet in the pursuit of Hi-Fi Excellence

CREATIVE AUDIO

9 DOGPOLE, SHREWSBURY,
SHROPSHIRE
Tel: (01743) 241924
Closed Mondays ; ] 1
@® Comfortable Iislening rooms . Freelgel:(very : l:m“a“on .
® Home demonstrations available E NO?‘?I'NG'I‘M(!;JIASTIEI.REE;VGA&KiAn
@® Part exchange welcome U o
® Free home installation
® Interest free credit

Peter €llis Audio

A wide range audio products always in stock including
Denon, Marantz, Arcam, Sugden, T:annoy, Castle, Nakamichi,
famaha, TDL, Jamo, Musica! Fidelit?, JVC, Kenwood, Pioneer

* Dolby ProLogic & Cinema in stock *
* Demonstration Room *

EN

Authorised retailer for:

A&R ARCAM, AUDIOLAB,
CELESTION, CYRUS, DENON, DUAL,
MERIDIAN, MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO,
QUAD, REVOLVER, ROKSAN, ROTEL,

YAMAHA, EPOS, NAIM, KEF, NAD =
CC A i

A OO PRI

ot tao liste TS
EQUIPMENT BY ABSOLOTE SOUNDS,

AUDIO INNOVATIONS, SUGDEN, IMPULSE, MICHELL, ROKSAN,

PINK TRIANGLE, ACCUPHASE, THIEL, COUNTERPOINT, SONIC

FRONTIERS, TRICHORD REOEARCH ETC.
By appointment onty

|_SER/OUS K/T |

O&S 1T — 707 <8323

/> SOUNDS AROUND -
NEW & USED HIFI

Professional Service Repairs and
Accessories

signails

hi-fi for grown-ups

ipswich 01473 622866 146A Clarendon Park Road. Leicester

Telephone : 0533 702442

HI-FI WORLD



Specialist Hi-Fi Dealers

TITMATE I

D RvRE ELECTRO:\ ICS ‘ \Ejge":or;k ’wafg%:l;m;,;gch[:ﬁfo"
estmarland, )

Tel: 01539 823247 Fax: 01539 823317

audio e)@ellence " ANCRUMWY ‘ RPN

<& 86:90 Boughton, & YOUR LOCAL HI-FI SHOP

ChesterCH3 5AQ PIONEER. TECHNICS. PROLOGIC AMPS + LASER PR - .
(01244) 345576 DISC FOR HOME ENTERTAINMENT If you like the Hi-Fi equipment you have, but want a better

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - TEL: (01382) 480030 performance, don't change it -

.30CLOSED MONDAY UPGRADE IT!
S S 39 GRAY ST. BROUGHTY FERRY DUNDEE | Yau can build better than yau can buy and we affer kits,

parts and instructions for ony!hinf from simple component
upgrades to complete rebuilds, plus kits to build high end
equipment fram scratch.

Upgrading Service. |

If you are daunted at the praspect of taking the lid aff your

REPAIRS/DIY prized possession, send it to us and we can do the |
upgrade for you. We will advise on feasibility and cost
bz?ore storfing work ond upgrade to the level of

| performance you require and can afford. We have a
secure, low cost collection and delivery service within the

- 1k
@ * REL * Audiolab * Arcam * B&W+* | TECHNICAL & GENERAL n Upgrades to: Audio Research, Celestion, KEF, Krell, Linn
_ | THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST | | Mecontz, Meridion, Neim Nytech, ‘

N
g 1 A Passion for Excellence Pioneer, Quad, Leak, Radford, Rotel efc....
L

, for the Great Classical Turntable, Arms, Cartridges, Styli
To receive your copy of our 1995/96 catalogue, just Mail,

L]
«
g
é :Q CONNOISSEUR « GARRARD - GOLDRING - Phone or Fox the address above.
o | =4 | LENCO « ORTOFON * SHURE « SM.E - ' L - 1
§ s THORENS + WATTS
o { # All available Genuine spares and our own
. | -\C‘ re-manufacture of obsolete parts
| a | § = — T
g e NO ILLUSORY 'IMPROVEMENT' NO e A
.
2 , B T % | | OUBIOUS ORHARMFUL MODIFICATIONS | | THE Service Specialists
(@] for those who demand the best [ ' ) From classic VALVES [we'll happily re-align
g ) )
.| ] g Cartridges and s:tey(:) rz?;re:t r;;:uz f;m"dsv L4 your HRO] to the latest DIGITAL LASERDISC ....
E 55 Main 5t Blackrock l = 9 ‘ You supply the problem... We supply the solution!
5] Tel:2889449+ 288477 5 [ECHNICALISICRNER L | REVOX - LEAK - QUAD + RADFORD = ALTOBASS -
Z Open: Tue-Sat 10AM-6PM. ThurlFri 'till 9PM | < P.0.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY ‘ | GRANT « RCA + PIONEER * YAMAHA « LUMLEY etc.
- A e .. Tel: 01892 65 45 34 Our services are already widely used by Professionals
. * EAR ¢ Classé ¢ Meridian * TDL . | ‘ and Enthusiasts: ring now for more details

- - VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT ASSEMBLY

HAVE your amp kit professionally built.
We'll assemble it, wire it, de-bug it & provide you
’ with an individual test report
PLEASE RING FOR DETAILS

QOC kwood Aud z 0\ AUDIO LABORATORIES (LEEDS)

0113 2440378

VALVES/TUBES
neboriscs TANNIIY, s

SPARES AND REPAIRS

DEALERS IN VINTAGE AND USED

ﬁvy Chelmer Valve Comapny | EQUIPMENT AND RECORDS

for
Audio valves msam Callers welcome by B
Buy CVC PREMIUM Hi-Fi valves direct from us. All valves appointment

processed for improved performance. We also have Stock : .
of MAJOR BRAND types including :MULLARD, GEC, | Imperial Studios Maxwell Road

BRIMAR, RCA, GE, etc Borehamwood Herts. WD6 1WE
130, New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 ORG Phone: +44(0)181 - 207 4472
Tel: 01245 265865 Fax: 01245 490064 | K Fax: +44(0)181 - 207 5283 j

~
G T AUDIO
VALVES Fully guaranteed top quality repairs. servicing & | cn SELECTIONS
« Svetlana 655CB-2 £18 . Sovtek EL34G £8 . u[_)gruding. currie'cl out to all types of uudi_o The UK's leading suppliers of bargain CDs and music

-C?OOV“’:;;B/?XZ{VBW%&?“;‘(; ZEI;\)I(’W)g 54 . equipment (including valve). Also agents for:- | for your free catalogue contact

'(‘)u:'"?_ '__md/ﬂbMa - bl‘\loi o er ':j’;' Unison Research. UKD Opera. Croft, CD SELECTIONS

N.OS. : OVER ZWeDlFFERgE'r\FTYPES SgTOCKED Nottingham Analogue. and Posselt. PO BOX 1011
w - 1 SEND SAE FORALIST o Contact Graham Tricker for details on DORCHESTER DORSET D12 7YG
Ison Valves, 28 Banks Ave., Golcar, Huddersfield,
W. Yarkshire, HD7 4LZ 01895 833099 Tel. 0305 848 725
TEL: 01484 6:54650. FAX: 01484 655699
Visa, Switch, Master Card etc. \‘ |
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Specialist Hi-Fi Dealers

[ WEIT&wALEs_— J SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

36 Druid Hill
Stoke Bishop
Bristol BS9 1EJ

V'AUDIO

Tel: 0117 9686005

Acoustic Energy, Aanalysis. Al
Audiomeca, Audio Technica, AMC, Analogue
Electronics, Cadence Valve, Chord Amps,
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Goldring, Harman
Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, LFD, Lyra, Ortofon,
Perception, Pink Triangle, Ruark, Michell, REL,
Sansui, SME (inc. 20A), Sonic Link, Stax,
Sugden, Sumiko, Townshend, Triangle, Wadia.

audio e)(cellence 2404
TR

Rerailers of Fine Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street.
WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS Congletan » i~ B Borehamwood. Herts. W6 4SE
Bristol Cardiff PpALINN
» ARCAM
65 Park Street  134/6 Crwys Road % Bew P SrechedEmo
Bristol BS1 5PB Cardiff CF2 4NR »» DENON = =
(01179) 264975 (01222) 228565 e ? Lbaeseni " LORICRAFT AUDIO
» MISSION . ,
Required Garrard 301/401. Thorens TD124.
Gloucester Swansea :: s%KNAEMEISHI OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK Goldring GL75 any condition or any parts
58 Bristol Road 9 High Street » TARGET OTHER TIMES BY from new 10 completely used
Gloucester GL1 55D Swansea SAT 1LE % TRIPOD “""‘ Tel/Fax/Answer phone
» -
(01452) 300046 (01792) 474608 o s e— 0 01488 723 67
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9 00 - 5.30 1/1A Duke St Congleton Cheshirs CW12 1AP 297544

CLOSED MONDAY

\/
=WISER HI-Fl

AUTHORISED H1 FI SPECIALIST

Probably the best Hi Fi shop in the World!
104 ALBANY ROAD CARDIFF TEL 01222 493535

Hi-Fi World Specialist Dealer Directory Order

REVOX SERVICE

Fuily Guaranteed Service and Repair
Insured Cariage wranged
Free Estimation
Also:  Tape Supplies
cond User Reconditioned Machines
Spare Parts orders welcome
Free Advice

Ram Tek
Tel: (0181) 207 6159
Fax: (0181) 953 1118

—.I
| |
| |
| ; i |

Book 12 Months For A 30% Discount!! Or 6 Months For A 20% Discount.
| |
| |
: I wish to be included in Hi-Fi World’s Specialist Dealer Directory :
I starting the ..o, issue for a total of ..... insertions. |
| |
e | Please find enclosed my artwork/copy details. |
Get on our list - | |
to get doser to this List. 11 wish to book .....cccoovviveiriiiiiiciei, column centimetres at £12.50 |
*MIT MuitCap + Wonder Cap + Kimber Kap + Solo + Hoviand MusiCap | per col. cm. |
+Solen - Siemens « Wima « Ho'co « Rel-Cap + Dralonc « IRC * Alien-Bradley ‘
+ Jensen « Resista » Vishay « Caddock * Mills » Matsustita « TKD * Noble I I
« Cardas « Kimber Kable * van den Hul * Discovery + Aud te MIT
. A;s 0 isioumrg f":hal cnt- E“Ivl\'-"‘ 'eEmme; .VSZW': . gl::;e, + RAM I N AME R T R TR S Mt ol oisiisiiis e i T e MO § I
*Mallory « Panasonic HFQ « Nichicon « Eina « New Old Stock « Ruby Tubes
«UltraAnalog « Burr-Brown « Crystal « Linear Technology « Analog Devices I I
+ Edison Price « Intemational Rectiter « Hitachi « Motorola « UCC I Company .................................................................................................... I
* MagneQuest + Sonic Frontiers « Pear « Tube Sockets « WBT « Neutnk
+Sound Coat « Curcio Audio Engineenng « Assemblage and other kits I I
And it's growing and growing. To order The Parts Connection
1005 Cataiog & Rosturse Guide, soms 07 st malhig Plomm: I AdAress e i ovmmecerroerssm 1 o ammmn e seed I
ton. You'll also receive a Discount Coupon worth $10 off a pur-
chase over $100 or $25 off a purchase over $250° as well as I I
The Breadboard bulletin to keep you updated on our latest I .................................................................................................... I
news, information and growth spurts
or $10 US, or credit card information i I I
tdiscount coupon values are in US Dollars r 1 I .................................................................................................... I
THE PARTS | |
CONNECTION I I
SV oion B8 BoNE PRSNTIERS e POSECOd € il uE eSS s o 55 me o U o IS SRS o il 4 Y GBS S04’ 78 T8’ AT e
2790 Bnghton Road, Oakville I I
Ontario, Canada L6H 5T4
- . I Telephone NO. ...t |
1-800-769-0747 | |
{U.S. & Canada only) I I
Tel (905) 829-5858 |
¥ Fax(905) 829-5388 | Please return to: |
0 T = | Hi-Fi World, 64 Castellain Road, London W9 |EX |
L L Sy PP |
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A reference guide to Britain's Manufacturers and Distributors.

ACOUSTIC ENERBY, 3a Alexandra Roac, London W13
ONP. Tel. 0181 840 6305. Acoustic Energy manuacture the
award winning Reference Series AE1 and AE2 loudspeakers
and the new Aegis Series Model 1, all of which feature the
unique AE metal cone drive units. The AE distibution
division offers superb high end products from WADIA,
GRYPHON, ENSEMBLE and TARA LABS.

ACOUSTIC SOLUTIONS is a bespoke manufacturing and
design company. We specialise in tailor made loud
speakers and interconnects. We have ongoing development
projects in loudspeaker design. All products are
continually reviewed in order 1o maintain an unequivocal
service. Phone us for a chat or advice on 0973 149392,
ASL, 18 Tamar Rise, Chelmsford, Essex.

ALCHEMIST PRODUCTS, Unit 1, Furzawood House,
Cranbourne Estate, Potters Bar, Herts, ENG 3JN Call us for
a list of our dealers in many areas including:- London,
Kent, Hampshire, Wilts, Mitton Keynes and N. Ireland and
for product information on the Kraken, Freya, Bragi, Odin,
Genesis and more Tel: 01707-664607. or fax on: 01707-
664207

ALEMA UK LTO., 25 Montifore Road, Hove, BN3 1RD.
Tel. 01273 202637. Audion * Edison * Andersson * (Trade
enquiries welcome for our newly extended range).
APPOLLO, The UK based designers and manufacturers of
high quality speaker stands and equipment -acks have now
added to their comprehensive range a modular system
ideal for housing audio visual products and CD storage.
Please send for our free brochure to Zenith Crown Ltd.
Tipton Rd, Dudley, West Midlands, DY14 Tel. 0121 520
5070 Fax. 0121 522 2055 - All export trade enquiries
welcome.

ARCAM, Pembroke Ave, Denny Industrial Centre,
Waterbeach, Cambridge, CBS 9PB. Tel. 01223 440964 or
Fax. 01223 863384. Manufacturers of the Delta 290
Amplifier and the Delta 280 Digital FM Tuner. The two
together produce a sound that has been described as
“subtle and intriguing* and that provide “real clout” -
discover this for yourself. For informaticn on not only
these products but also the Arcam CD Players, Speakers,
Cassette Decks etc., ‘Phone or write in to request a
brochure - The pleasure is all yours!

ATACAMA AUDIO SUPPORTS irom Sambell Engineering
Ltd. We are the sole manufacturers of the "SE' range of
speaker stands, consisting of an 8, 12°, 16°, 207 and the
award winning 24° high stand. Also three specialist models
for the Tannoy ‘sixes’ Loudspeakers.

AUDIO ILLUSION 23 Langley Broom, Langley, SL3 8NB.
TEL. 01753 542761 FAX- 01753 772532 Cistributors and
Consultants for the World's Finest Audio Equipment -
Classe Audio - Solid State excellence ir amplification
design and now their new breakthrough digital
components.

Enlightened Audio Designs - Hi-End Digital featuring
HDCDTM, Digital Flywheel and Dotby AC-3TM.

Kora - Triode Valve Amplification - Integrated amps from
£1795

MirageR The Driginal Bipolar LoudspeakersTM - Full
range of Loudspeakers and Subwoofers from £185.
AUDIONOTE €0, Unit 1, Block C, Hove Business Clr.
Fonthilt Road. Hove BN3 6HA. Tel. 01273 220511
Audionote supply a range of very high quality and very
expensive audiophile components including valve output
transformers.

AUDIOPHONICS - The Art of Sound Reproduction.
Bespoke design and manufacture of aidio systems
including: Loudspeakers with metal cone drivers, CASO
spheroidal speakers in hand carved marble with matching
FBX150 Bass. New Athene range coming soon.
Amplification, Zeus semiconductor zero feedback push-
pult or single ended output transformer monoblock power
amplifiers and pre-amplifiers.

3 Meldone Close, Surbiton, Surrey KT5 9HQ. 0181 390
6480. Email: info@apnix.demon.co.uk

From AUDIO SYNTHESIS, manufacturers of the the
outstanding DAX digital to analogue converter, comes
DAX-2, a new Hi-End reference converter able 1o dig
deeper into the digital source than ever before! A new
addition to the superb PASSION series of all Vishay
controliers has just been introduced in the form of
PASSION 8, a fully remote controlled uniquely transparent
passive preamplifier, the perfect match for DESIRE. For
1996 brochures and full details please contact Audio
Synthesis, PO Box 100, likley, West Yorkshire L529 9XW.
Tel: 01943 600404 Fax.. 01943 600383

CABLE TALX Unit 12, Farnborough Business Centre,
Eelmoor Road. Farborough, Hampshire, GU14 7XA. Tel:
(+44) (011252 373434, Fax: (+44) (0)1252 371818,
Designers and manufacturers of British made high quality,
value for money, interconnect and speaker cables. Phone
or fax for a free full colour brochure on our What Hi-Fi?

5 star rated products.

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN, LIandudno Road, Cardiff
CF3 8PG. Tel. 01222 779 401. Supplies / manufactures
mailorder, high purity Silver interconnects, loudspeaker
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cables, internal wires and bespoke mains cables. Generous
two week trial period.

CANFORD AUDIO PLC, Crowther Road, Washington, Tyne
& Wear, NE33 0BW. UK Sales 091 415 0205. Admin 0191
417 0057. Fax 0191 416 0392. UK's leading manufactures
and distributor of professional audio equipment 000+
products are detailed in a bi-anaual catalogue which is
available free of charge to professional users. Next day
deliveries when possible.

CHORD ELECTRONICS LIMITED, 3 Bower Mount Road,
Maidstone,Kent ME16 8AX Teleptione: 01822-764874,Fax:
01622-688480. We have recertly complemented our
highly acclaimed SPM range of power amplifiers with 2
superb pre-amps - the CPA 2800 + CPA 4000as well as
the BBC qualified LS5/12A loudspeaker & LF5/12 bass
extension system. Call us for copies of reviews that will
leave you wanting details of your nearest retailer.

CREEK AUDIO LTD 2 Bellevue Road, Frien Barnet,
London N11 3ES. Tel: 0181 361 4133, Fax: 0181 361
4136. Manutacturers of the 4240 Integrated Amp, P42 and
Ad42 Pre/Power Amps, CD42 CD Player. Please write for
further details.

The Exultant Power Amp fitted to Quad |1 Hardware.
CONNECTIONS U.K. Custom made interconnects direct
the manufacturer, all indiv:dually made in our
Cambridgeshire workshop. Range includes the five star
rated “Jade’ (£21 inc.p+p) and new updated ‘Jade Ultra'
(£28 inc.p+p}. To order send cheque/P.0. payable to
Connections U.K. to 49 Bishops Road,Peterborough PE1
SAP Tel/Fax 01733 897379. Orders normally dispatched
within 10 working days.

DBS AUDIO, P 0. Box 91, Bury S: Edmunds, Suffolk, IP30
ONF. Tel. 01284 828 926 Fax 01284 828 026. DBS Audio
supply quality loudspeaker kits designed by Dave
Berriman. The DBS 6, features a custom-built 8-inch cast-
chassis woofer with high-power voice coil, Morel high-
power tweeter, and ready-assembled crossover with Van
den Hul cable ICW 630V polypropylene capacitors and bi-
wired with gold-plated termina s. By popular demand
DBSAIl is now upgraded to Mkll! {upgrade kit available).
New designs are planned. Also, UK distributor for the CLIO
professional quality {but easy to use} PC-based audio
measuring system. Access/Visa accepted.

D H M DESIGN,- BUNDEE CD REPAIR PROTECTION
SYSTEM- Tried and tested on Tomorrow's World. Repairs
and protects over 50 CD's, even those scrubbed with stegl
wool. Effective tor all lasedr dics formats including CD
ROM, MiniDisc and CDi. RRP £12.95. Why buy a new one
when you can clean, repair and protect fitty? Contact David
Mather for details of your nearest stockist or distributor.
Export enquiries welcome. DHM Design Ltd, Studio 6,
Bentinck Court Bentinck Road, West Drayton, Middlesex.
UBT 7RG Tel: 01895 449559 Fax. 71895 420540

ECA DISTRIBUTION: For the “naturally neutral” chain.
Nothing added; nothing taken away. The VISTA ling-amp;
The LECTERN S power-amp (Awarded Best Buy - Hi-Fi
Choice August ‘95) and the SERVQ A.2 speakers. Resulting
from their own Research and Deve opment, the ECA Design
Team provides a “super-symmetry” circuit with the barest
minimum of wiring in the amps vacuum impregnated air-
coils in the custom-made midrange unit for the speakers.
P.0.Box 3023 London NW2 7RW Tel - 0181830 5128
ELECTROFLUIDICS, 27 Fournier Street Spitalfields
London E1 6QE Tel: 0171 247 0813. Makers of the
acclaimed Sonolith loudspeaker series and Monolith 20/20
cable. Mineral polymer enclosures, controlled - flexure
afloy - coned drive units, ultra - low impedence wide -
band feeds: extraordinary clarity, control and resolution.
ELYTON ELECTRONICS (Yuetone), c/o Don Fordy
Ltd., 4 Abertawe House, Ystrad Road, Swansea, SAS 4JS
Tel: 01792 - 588862 or Fax: 01792 - 588865. Elytone
Electronics (formerly Yuetone Industrial) are Taiwanese

OEM manufacturers of high quality Loudspeaker Crossover

Networks and associated components. Don Fordy Ltd. are
the UK agents for Elytone.

EMF, 2a Bellevue Road, Friern, Barmet, N11 3€S. Tel. 0181
361 6734. Manufacturer of Sequel 50w integrated amplifier
and the Crystal D2A converter Ampliifier and DAC. Please
write in for details.

FALCON ACOUSTICS LTD.. Tabor House, Norwich Road,
Mulbarton, Norwich, Norfolk, NR14 8JT. Tel. (01508)
5768272 UK. distributors of FOCAL drive units and SOLEN
{chateauroux) polypropylene capacitors and the largest
inductor manufacturer in the UK Comprehensive range of
DIY Speaker Parts and Kits, Sub-Bass and Electronic
Filters. “Everything but the wood® “Enquiries should be
accompanied by a 36p stamped addressed envelope”
FULLERS AUDIO, 20 Tunbridge Road, Southend on Sea,
Essex SS2 6LT. Tel. 01702 612116 Fuller's audio produce
a range of innovative products. Amplification - a10 a single
ended class A semiconductor power amplifier - £1200, b70
amoslet power amplifier of high s:andard - £599, prel and
prel + matching pre-amplifiers - £599/£649, geni phono
stage for mm and mc cartridges £299 Loudspeakers -
Pharoah system, upgradable from 1 pair of cabinets to 3

pairs for truly etended bass, passive/active options £649-
£2499, Sphinx a 3 way floor standing unit £849, Sultan
HE., 98dB sensitivity £439, malching Sub Woofer £559,
Sulian, 91.50B sensitivity £309.

IAN EDWARDS, The 0ld Chape!, 282 Skipton Road,
Harrogate, Yorks. Tel. 01423 500442. Somebody
Somewhere must make better storage units for CDs,
Music, LPs, HiFi, Books, etc. than lan Edwards. BUT until
he appears, why not send for the brochure showing a
selection of HAND MADE units. To do this please send 3 x
2nd class stamps.

JORDAN WATTS ACOUSTICS LTD. Cynira Place, 201
Mare Street, Hackney, London E8 3QE. Tel. 0181 985
1646. Jordan Watts Acoustics for Sight AND Sound.
KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH, 54 Coach Road, Outwood,
Wakefield, W Yorks, WF1 3EX Tel/Fax 01924 870606 “I'd
say that the Figaro is the best miniature speaker | have
heard” Audiophile March 1993. Write in or call for details
on our full product range and your nearest stockist.
KRONOS DISTRIBUTION, 35 Farlough Road, Dungannon,
N. Ireland. BT714 DU. Tel:01868 748632. Fax:10868
448281. Kronos is the UK distributor of some of the finest
Hi Fi products in Europe. These include Audiomeca digital
products and turntables; Lieder silver speaker and
interconnect cables; Pro-Ject turn-ables and amplifiers;
Triangle speslers and electronics; and YBA amplifiers. We
also handle Frameworks equipment tables; Arion valve
amplifiers and mains filters and Essex Audio digital
products from the UK. Please telephone or write for
product details and dealer lists.

LANGREX SUPPLIES LTO, 1, Mayo Road, Croyden,
Surrey. CRO 2QP. Tel: 0181 684 1166. Fax: 0181 684
3056. We are one of the largest stockists and distributors
of electronic valves, tubes and semiconductors in the UK.
QOver 6,000 types in stock. We specialise in obsolete types
including original UK and USA made audio valves.
Telephone or fax for an immediate quotation.

LINN PRODUCTS LTD, Floors Road, Waterfoo!, Glasgow,
G76 OEP, Scotland. Customer Helpline 0500 888909. LINN
HI-FI faithfully captures the source signal, nurturing and
protecting it through every stage of the playback chain. All
you have to do is listen to decide for yourself how good a
sound you want. Call the LINN Customer Helpline free for
further information on LINN HI-FI and LINN RECORDS, or
10 find your nearest retailer.

LORICRAFT AUDIO, 4 Big Lane, Goose Green, Lambourn,
Berks. RG16 750. Tel. 01488 72267.

Specialist restoration of 301's and 401's using genuine
spares and re-manufactured parts to original pristine
standards in our newly built work shops designed primarily
for these purposes.

MAY AUDIO MARKETING U.K. LTD Areside Mills,
Cononley, Keighley, West Yorkshire, BD20 8LW. Tel:
01535 632700. Fax: 01535 632887. Distributors of High
Quality audio products from LFD amplifiers, Totem
Loudspeakers, Reference Recordings, Jecklin Float
Headphones, Sequence loudspeakers, Sonneteer amplifiers
and quality recordings from Proprius, Prophone, Opus,
MAP and Swedish Society. IF ITS MUSIC YOU LOVE,
TELEPHONE OR WRITE FOR LITERATURE.

MICHELL, 2 Theobold Street, Boreham Wood, Herts, WD
4SE For full information on our full range of excelient
products including the Gyrodec, Alecto, Iso, Argo and
others please telephone us on 0181 953 0771 Michell -
Symbol of Precision

MONITOR DIRECT, Unit 80, Woolmer Trading Esate,
Bordon, Hants, GU35 9QF. MONITOR, the best in home
Hi-Fi cables and connections is now available direct (mail
order only). Call 01420 476767 or fax 01420 477137 for
your free catalogue Cable prices vary from 0 35p to
£14.50. We are now offering a “try before you buy” service
for our more expensive cables

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE STUDIO, Tel: 01773 762947,
Design and manufacture of quality analogue audio. We're
in the business because we realise how important music is.
Qur turntable arms and cartridges sell the world over a
commitment 1o providing all our customer's with the best
of analogue. we love music.

OPUS 3/ PENTACONE. 4 Cioss Bank Road, Batley,
W.Yorks. WF17 8PJ. Tel/Fax: 01924 445039. Naturally
recorded music on CD & LP. Three dimensional, Dynamic
& Lve Plus dynamic equipment to play it on, including a
concrete turntable and speakers, linear tracking arm,
unique cabling system and valve amplification.

WE WERE AT THE RECORDING SESSION !

PLATFORM 7. High density marble ISOLATION
PLATFORMS for alt makes of equipment RACKS/STANDS.
An elegant way to UPGRADE improves clarity better BASS
control. 3 Abbotts Drive, North Wembley, Middlesex HAQ
35B. Tel: 0181 904 2646. Also NEALGAR DISTIBUTION
Tel/Fax 01296 24756.

PREMIER MARBLE LIMITED, Uncover the true sound
quality and potential of your system. Use the natural
bengfits of granite and marble These natural materials offer
better base definition, clarity, and natural sound staging
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capabilities. CD/Turn-table platforms, custom made
stands, shelves or anything you desire cut and polished to
any shape or size required Tel: 01603 721 985

QUANTUM AUDIO LTD. PO Box 26, 1 Oliphant Drive,
Kilmamock KA3 7JA. Tel:- 01563 71122 Fax 0563 71133.
Quantum’s craftsmen produce the £899.99 MINSTREL 30
Watt, Ultra Linear, zero feedback correction, integrated, line
level, valve amplifier. Don't buy any old fashioned valve
amplifier before hearing the unique improvements modern
technology provides to valve sounds. AAn audition will
immediately convince the listener of the Minstrel's
superiority.

SELECT SYSTEMS (PERFECT PITCH MUSIC),
Hanworth Trading Estate, Hampton Road West, Feltham,
Middlesex, TW13 6DH. Tel: 0181 893 8662. Fax: 0181893
4318 We manufacture the Francinstien CD enhancement
system, The Dacula DAC and Perfect Digital and Analogue
interconnects. Perfect Pitch also provide fregtance design,
manufacture, prototyping and test, also valve and solidstate
specials. Trade enquiries welcome.

J E SUGDEN & €O LTD., Valley Works, Station Lane,
Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire, WF16 ONF. Tel. 01924
404088. Manufacturers of hand crafted audio products. “A
world of Music™ Call or write in for information on our
SDA-I Digital to Analogue Converter, SOT-I CD Player,
A21a Class A" Amplifier, A25B Infergrated Amplifier, A48
Intergrated Amplifier, Aus1c Pre Amplifier, Au51p Power
Amplifier and more.

REL ACOUSTICS, Lnit 2, New Street, Bridgend ind Est.
Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan, CF31 3UD UK. Tel. 01656 768
777, international +44 656 768 777. Fax 01656 766 093.
international. +44 656 766 093. The UK's only specialist
sub-bass speaker manufacturer. “The only one that works™.
Get your dealer to give you a home demo and find out what
the fuss is all about.

REL. HARMAN AUDIO. Lnit 2, Borehamwood Ind. Park,
Rowley Lane, Borehamwood, Hertts WD6 SPZ. Tel: 0181
207 5050, Fax 0181 207 4572. Sub Base Systems - Rel
Strata, Stadium, Stentor, Studio

RICHARD ALLAN AUDIO, Bradford Road, Gomersal,
Cleckheaton, W Yorks. BD19 4AZ. Tel. 01274 872442, Fax
01274 869935. Manufacturers of very high quality
loudspeaker enclosures and drive units. Examples being
the £270 RAB series 2 as supplied to the BBC and the 5°
reviewed Minette 2 at £120.

SEQUENCE DESIGN LTD. 23 Main Street, Burley-in-
Whartedale, Yorkshire. LS29 7BU. Tel. 071 495 0775. Fax
0171 495 0281. Slim loudspeakers which stand close 1o a
wall or hang like pictures. Likely to cause a glint in the
audiophile's eye” (Audiophile); “the answer to a prayer....a
bargain in the extreme” (HiFi News). Available with light or
dark grilles and various solid wood finishes. From £199.95
a pair. Call or writg in for an information kit and reviews re-
prints. ’

SHEARNE AUDIO P O BOX 22 Sievenage, Hertfordshire
SG2 8HF, England Tel. 01438 740953 New from Shearne
Audio the Phase 3 power amplifier AS0 watts per channel
designed as an upgradeable path for the Phase 2
integrated. Owners of the Phase 2 can bi amp via the pre
outs on the back of both units connecting the Phase 2 to
the tweelers of both speakers and Phase 3 to the bass
units. The Phase can also be used to complement different
systems.

TARGET AUDIO PROOUCTS PLC, Eritannia House,
Leagrave Road, Luton, LU3 1RJ. The Audio equipment,
rack and speaker stand specialist. For information on our
products please telephone or write.

TECH-LINK distributes some of the best performing hi-fi
and a/v accessories currently avaliable in the UK. These
include: Puresonic, best known for its range of high
performance interconnects and connectors, and cable
adapters for a wide variety of hi-fi and a/v applications in
its range; Tech-Link's own brand Switch Boxes are the
perfect solution to multiple applications - for example, its
highly acclaimed TAS-1 is a very practical and inexpensive
way of switching your speakers between hi-fi and home
cinema systems; and Shark - a range of very exclusive high
quality cables, interconnects and connectors.

For more information , confact:Tech-Link at Units 172, 76a
Farnley Road, London, SE25 6NX. Tel:0181 771 8388,
Fax. 0181771 1840.

TRICHORD RESEARCH LIMITED Following on from the
highly acclaimed CD clock oscillator modifications the
Pulsar Series One digital to analogue converter. This
unique design is part multibit and part bitstream to give
absolute linearity over an extremely wide dynamic range.
Switchable between 18 or 20 bil resolution this converter
will become the standard for CD replay. For details
telephone (0684)573524

WILMSLOW AUDIO LTD. Wellington Close, Parkgate
Trading Est. Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 8DX. Tel. 01565
650605. Extensive range of drive units and over 30
ditferent designs of self-assembly kits. Everything required
for the loudspeaker builder and four dem rooms to listen to
the kits in buill-up form.
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KITS HAVE NEVER

’e
/1

"~ BEEN SO GOOD!

3008 VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT £850
This is a specialised 28watt amplifier based on the highly linear 300B
triode valve. Our 300B runs in Class A, giving one of the most sweet,
open and neutral sounds possible today. Matched with good
loudspeakers, it is unsurpassed. All parts are included in the kit, except
valves since different 300B makes are available.

NEW - K6L6 35W
INTEGRATED £295

KéL6 - A high
performance
35watt

integrated valve
amplifier using
6L6 beam tetrode
valves. It has four
line inputs and a
tape output. Itis a
compact design
that will fit into
any system,
bringing valve
transparency,
warmth and detail.

~World Audio
e,

Tel: 0171 289 3533
| WARNING
. THESE ARE EXPERT KIT

Octave Electronics
No. 81, Jalan 1/12,
46000 Petaling Jaya,

Selangor Darul Ehsan,
West Malaysia.
Tel: (603) 793 7939

KLPI VALVE LINE PREAMPLIFIER £345
The KLP1 line level preamplifier uses one of the simplest and most
elegant circuits to give a sound with remarkable clarity and detail.
The components are all high quality and include Military Spec.
Russian valves, Alps potentiometer, polypropylene signal
capacitors, silver plated copper wire etc.

KLPPI VALVE PHONO PREAMPLIFIER £495
KLPP1 has five line inputs, a tape input with monitor, and a unique
low noise valve MM/MC phono stage. There is a switchable
subsonic filter to prevent output transformers of valve amplifiers
saturating. The line stage has gain, so it will drive any power
amplifier. Audio grade components are used and many parts are
custom made for highest quality.

KLPP| has a super clear sound, sweet and detailed through line
and phono inputs.

OVERSEAS DISTRIBUTORS
Selected World Audio Design Products are on demonstration at:

New Best Co. Ltd.

No.199, Sec. 3, Zenkyoren Bldg.,
Cheng-Teh Road, 2-7-9 Hirakawacyo,
Taipei, Chiyodaku,
Taiwan. R.O.C. Tokyo 102, Japan.

Tel: (886) 2 599 2598 Tel: (81) 3 3264 5321

S, NOT FOR THE INEXPERIENCED. World Radio Histo

SB International Inc.



KLS3 THREE WAY CARBON-FIBRE
DRIVER LOUDSPEAKER

KLS3 uses extremely light and stiff carbon fibre
cone drive units for a fast and accurate sound. A
dedicated 4inch carbon fibre midrange drive unit
provides the cleanest. smoothest and most detailed
midrange characterised by superb projection. lts
high 90dB sensitivity and near flat 8€2 impedance
make it one of the easiest joudspeakers to drive.

Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £350
Drive Unit Pack £230

KLS4 TWO WAY CARBON-FIBRE
DRIVER LOUDSPEAKER

A two way standmounter using stagger-tuned reflex
loading for good bass, plus light and fast carbon
fibre drivers.

Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £230
Drive Unit Pack £120

KLS6 ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY

THREE WAY LOUDSPEAKER

KLSé6 is our most advanced loudspeaker to date. It
uses a combination of Audax’'s HD-3P gold piezo-
electric dome tweeter and High Definition Aerogel
(HDA) midrange and bass drivers. To provide
super bass depth and dynamics, an 8" HDA bass
driver is used in a large, efficient reflex enclosure.
With 89dB sensitivity, and a smooth impedance
curve, KLS6 can be easily driven with amplifiers
capable of producing 20watts or more.

Drive Unit Pack £640
Drive Units & Crossover kit etc. £825

KLS3-C KIT £350

KLS7 TWO WAY CARBON FIBRE
DRIVER FLOORSTANDER

A compact and affordable two way reflex
loudspeaker. KLS7's slim dimensions make it easy
to accomodate, but it uses light and fast carbon
fibre drivers, so performance isn't compromised.
An audiophile bargain.

Drive Unit Pack £110
Drive Units & Crossover kit etc. £195

HIGH TECH AUDAX DRIVE UNITS

This range of Audax drive units sees many modern high tech materials and
technologies that would normally be unavailable to the home constructor.
We offer a small range of the highest quality drivers, including High
Definition Aerogel (HDA) units, carbon fibre and three superb soft dome
tweeters.

CAST CHASSIS UNITS

3inch mid 4 inch mid
HDA HMI100Z0 HMI30Z0
=CARBON FIBRE HMI130C0

6.5inch bass/mid  8inch bass
HMI170Z0 HM210Z0
HMI170C0 HM210CO0

FABRIC DOME TWEETERS

TWO025M0 (25mm 92dB suitable for 2-way systems)

TWO025M1 (25mm 92dB suitable for 3-way systems)

TW034X0 (34mm 93dB a large dome with powerful sound)

OVAL GOLD DOME TWEETER HD-3P (complete with crossover. Works
extremely well with HM100Z0 - ultra flat response from 400Hz to 20kHz.)

1 |d A d 2nd Audio Horsham Hi-Fi
\ /' r u l O 17 Maritime Court, 28 Queensway,
i A Harboro Rd, Horsham,
= W Sale. W. Sussex.
‘ Tel: Andy on Tel: Jeff on
‘ 0161-969-0460 01403-251587

Tel: 0171 289 3533

WARNING
THESE ARE EXPERT KITS, NOT FOR THE INEXPERIENCED:

DEMONSTRATIONS!!
Selected World Audio Design Products are on demonstration at:

See following page for order

K5881 KIT £395
A superb, Class A, 20watt stereo power
amplifier that uses Russian 588 output
valves, a military version of the American
6L6, designed for low distortion audio
work.

Designed for long life, low running costs
and excellent sound quality, K588| can be
used with a simple passive pre-amp. or our
own line-drive pre-amp, and it matches
modern loudspeakers well.

K5881PSE KIT £650
An audiophile parallel-single-ended valve
amplifier at an affordable price. K588 | PSE
uses the reliable Russian 5881 output valve
in parallel-single-ended mode for
outstanding detail and atmosphere. |t
produces 17watts, enough to drive most
loudspeakers, making high-end sound quality
and design available to everyone. Can be
easily monoblocked to give 32watts.
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Sound Investment

If you have invested expertise and *High quality aluminium construction.
money in building up a sound system  *Finishes available to your choice.

to your own unique specifications, *Fully adjustable 6mm glass shelving.
then why compromise with indifferent  *Sound isolation on shelving/feet.
housing units2 *Custom created to suit your system.

*Free delivery throughout the UK.
Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in

audio visual racking - from a range Fi-Rax - a sound investment for those dio Visual Furni
of standard designs to the flexibility who want the best from their Avdio Visual Furniture

it to suit i 3 For further information or o free brachure contact:JEM Distribution,
LI lesmm i JCIADE _your 3Rl s Springfield Mills, Spo Street, Ossett Wokefield WF5 OHW
particular sound system and lifestyle. Tel: 01924 277626 Fax: 01924 270759

Now that digital reproduction
technology is so advanced, you campaign audio design
can throw away all of your records.

"LOB LOCKS", as they say
on the planet Anagramia

Getting a better more involving sound
often means spending a lot of hard earned
money. It’s such a waste, because every
system can benefit from our cables and
| accessories. at a fraction of the cost of some
new “black box™. Here are some of the
ways we can help.
We have Oxygen Free Copper
interconnects (£12.48) up to High Purity
Silver cables (£89.00) and high definition
= loudspeaker cables in Silver plated Copper or Pure Silver. Our mains cables
add weight, power and scale, and with non inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and
O rrO rO n over voltage protection (£3.00) enhance performance still further. Gold plated
AV cables, both RF (£19.95) and Scart (£23.52), help bring picture quality in
line with NICAM sound resolution.

M C 3 U Valves, capacitors and transistors are all microphonic, they cannot perform
optimally if vibrated. Our set of three Brass Isolation cones (£5.00) are worth

SU p [e me their weight in gold - revealing low level resolution and dynamics hither to

hidden beneath electronic noise. We also have a cure for your noisy fridge or
central heating motor (£3.50), enabling you to throw away your big mains noise
suppressor, which has been giving you that “sat upon sound™ for years.
There’s lots we can do to bring you closer to the emotion and energy of the
performance. So confident are we, that we offer a 14 day money back
guarantee.

Ring or write for details:-

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN

O" 75 3 8899 49 Llandudno Road (HW)
= Cardiff CF3 8PG
Tel:- 01222 779401

Trade and International Enquiries Welcome.

m MAY 1996 HI-FI WORLD



WARNING
THESE ARE EXPERT KITS, NOT FOR THE INEXPERIENCED. YOU MUST BE ABLE TO SOLDER AND READ A CIRCUIT DIAGRAM. THE VALVE KITS

CONTAIN LETHAL VOLTAGES. WE CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS ARISING FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE KITS.

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T E T T T T T E T T A

ORDER FORM
Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO DESIGN, 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX
Tel: 0171 289 3533 Fax: 0171 289 5620

AN

240/120 option - delete the voltage NOT required. Valves included except where stated

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DATA SHEET ON ANY OF THE KITS, PLEASE WRITE A ‘D’ IN THE QTY BOX CONCERNED
‘BUILT" - we can supply the amplifiers built up and tested by an approved service, for safety and guaranteed performance to specification.

WARNING - World Audio Design Ltd will accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties and
based on our designs.

DESCRIPTION ORDER No. QTY UK OVERSEAS.
(inc VAT & carriage) (net)

NEW 35W integrated valve amplifier

KIT K6L6-K240/120 £295 £255

4W single-ended integrated amplifier

KIT 4WSE-K240/120 £385 £330

BUILT 4WSE-B240/120 £585 £495

K5881 20W push-pull valve power amplifier

KIT K5881-K240/120 £395 £350

BUILT K5881-B240/120 £595 £550

K5881PSE | 7W single-ended valve power amplifier

KIT K588 PSE-K240/120 £650 £555

BUILT K5881PSE -B240/120 £850 £725

300B 28W valve power amplifier
(prices do not include valves)

KIT 300B-K240/120 £850 £725
BUILT 300B-B240/120 £1150 £950
KLPI line level preamplifier

KIT KLP|-K240/120 £345 £295
BUILT KLP1-B240/120 £545 £465
KLPPI full valve phono preamplifier

KIT KLPP1-K240/120 £495 £425
BUILT KLPPI1-B240/120 £695 £595
KLS3 3-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover kit etc KLS3-C £350 £300
Drive Units KLS3-D £230 £200
KLS4 2-way carbon fibre driver standmounting loudspeaker

Drive units + Crossover kit etc KLS4-C £230 £200
KLSé6 3-way HDA driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover kit etc KLS6-C £825 £700
Drive Units KLS6-D £640 £545
KLS7 2-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover kit etc KLS7-C £195 £170
Drive Units KLS7-D £110 £95

AUDAX DRIVE UNITS (P&P Extra, please add £5.75 for individual units or tweeters, otherwise add £10)
High Definition Aerogel

Jinch midrange HMI100Z0 £35 £30
4inch midrange HMI30Z0 £45 £40
6.5inch bass/mid HMI70Z0 £50 £45
8inch bass HM210Z0 £60 £55
Carbon Fibre

4inch midrange HM130C0 £40 £35
6.5inch bass/mid HMI170C0 £45 £40
8inch bass HM210C0 £55 £50
Fabric Dome Tweeters

25mm 92dB for 2-way systems TWO025M0 £15 £13
25mm 92dB for 3-way systems TWO025MI £lé £14
34mm 93dB - powerful sound TWO034X0 £25 £22
Oval Gold Piezo electric dome tweeter HD-3P £225 £195
NAME: I enclose cheque/postal order for £

ADDRESS: made payable to World Audio design Ltd.

| wish to pay by Access/Visa. Debit my account no:

Expiry date:
POST CODE: TEL: e
CREDIT CARD ORDERS TELEPHONE 0171 266 0461 (24 HOURS) Signature ......... - 1.
e P A e |
OVERSEAS PRICES AND METHODS OF PAYMENT OVERSEAS DISTRIBUTORS
DETAILS International money order in g Octave Electronics  New Best Co. Ltd. SB International Inc.
All oul ] o\ No. 81, Jalan 1/12, No. 199, Sec. 3, Zenkyoren Bldg.,
PHONE (9.30am-6pm) 0171-289-3533 46000 Petaling Jaya, Cheng-Teh Road, 2-7-9 Hirakawacyo,
ANSWERPHONE (24hrs) 0171-266-046 Selangor Darul Ehsan, Taipei, Chiyodaku,
FAX (24hrs) 0171-289-5620 West Malaysia. Taiwan. R.O.C. Tokyo 102, Japan,

Tel: (603) 793 7939 Tel: (886) 2 599 2598 Tel: (81) 3 3264 5321

world audio design mail order



Make the = "a
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with May Audio... @/@/7/\/6

...the Distributors of note}(

A
~. Totem Loudspeakers I - LFD Amplifiers

8 ]

“It’s a diamond necklace in a world of plastic-

“Wonderfuuj ‘ == s but without the Tiffany price tag.”
corn.mumcaltlvgs = W - / % Eric Braithwaite, Hifi World
m|n|at,l:lre. oa $ = “Clearly then, these LFD components are of an ourstanding quality.
of fun ‘ = Jimmy Hughes, Audiophile
SOUND QUALITY ‘ “The result was music making without the Hi-Fi intruding.
* * * * * Peter ] Comeaux, HiFi News
“Spirolink 1, Spirolink 11 and Digilink Copper”

Hi-Fi Choice |
— HiFi Choiee Recommended
“Whatever sort of music you
enjoy, if you're in the market for R
small speakers, you'll find the Integrated Zero ........£500.00 Phonostage MMO _...£400.00
refined but invigorating Toterms  MITE . . £495.00 MODEL I ....£1195.00 R oo LE i 00 LS8 Uinestane
are poles apart from masscs of Linestage LSO £500.00 Power PA2M.._____£2000.00
TABU .........£1795.00 MANI2 .. .. £2495.00 P tage PAO....£500.00 DAC D to A £2800.00

“Airoflex, % % % K K rating” wwpo i

more mundane miniatures™

Sequence

{7 “The SW12 subwoofer
@) produced more extension
of the listening experience than
expected. The sound was warmer,
more solid and involving.”

v “Speaker-like sound...
«.2’s in the cans!!!”

“To call these transducers ‘headphones’

is to do them an injustice ‘headspeakers’

would be a more accurate appellation.”
Audiophile

“...chis subwoofer is remarkably
self-effacing in appearance and
easily accommodated in any room

situation,”
Gramophone

“...a natural sounding system chat
impressed from first listening and
continued to provide musical
enjoyment over an extended

“...the sound quality is more akin to a

listening.” MODEL 200 . £200.00 MODEL 400 ___£330.00 pair of speakers than most other JECKLIN FLOAT TWO £99.00

"..the Sequence 400s chus gainan - MODEL 300 ....._£250.00 SUBWOOFER .£250.00 headphones we know.” v, =\ o JECKLIN FLOAT

‘“"‘“;"“‘ "“’"‘"“"‘:,’L‘,"":éws . TRI-MOUNT RIGID SPEAKER STAND ...£50.00 at Hih ELECTROSTAT £399.00
RECORD REVIEW

( Classical ® Jazz * Blues * Big Band... the very best on Compact Disc

AR . .
& M Our current C.D. catalogues feature some of the finest recordings of their genre

K and also offer unique repertoires to delight lovers of music and audiophiles alike.
v A Ve
® ORGAN m SOLO VOCAL m CHOIR m ORCHESTRA & OPERA

@ CHAMBER MUSIC/ENSEMBLES @ SOLO INSTRUMENTS

| JAZZ/FOLK MUSIC m TEST DISCS m LASER DISCS

Proprius g,

= ociet \
PROPHONEZ= et , RESRENCE 3

D o leruture lodse indicate vour intereds by ficking the rebovams boese | HLFUWALS

or literature please indicate your inserests by ticking the relevant boxes:-

Arne Demasrus Orchestrs

| |
] D TOTEM LOUDSPEAKERS D L.F.D. AMPLIFIERS D SEQUENCE LOUDSPEAKERS |
1 I:] JECKLIN FLOAT HEADPHONES D ERGO HEADPHONES D SONNETEER CAMPION |
: [:l Crassical C.D. [:l Jazz C.D. [:l BrLues C.D. D Bic Bann C.D. : ingle |

d"“jg")rdlc ahﬂ‘“ﬁ"’v“l’ﬂgﬁlon
] Name ADDRESS i — T WORLD January 190
I i “Swiss precision made in souni‘s‘.m
| | ERGo ,’E;é”m ERGO 2_£pog
| MAY AUDIO MARKETING, AIRESIDE MILLS, CONONLEY, KEIGHLEY, | ‘W
L\X/EST YORKSHIRE, BD20 8LW « TELEPHONE 01535 632700 « FAX 01535 632887_'



RBERT J. REICH

UNCIPLES OF
FECTRON TUBES

erstanding and Designing Simple Circuits

VALVE BOOKS

PRINCIPLES OF ELECTRON TUBES,
by Herbert J. Reich £29.95
Principles of Electron
Tubes first appeared in
1941 as a textbook for
beginners studying valves
for the first time. The
book starts with the
basics of how a vacuum
tube actually works and
goes on to show how a
simple circuit is designed
as well as amplifiers,
transformers and power
supplies. A must for
budding valve enthusiasts
and an invaluable
reference for hobbyists.

AN APPROACH TO AUDIO
FREQUENCY AMPLIFIER DESIGN,
seventeen circuits from 5 to 1100watts.
General Electric Co. £19.95
High quality amplifier designs from the Research
Labs of the General Electric Company (UK).
Designs range from 5 to 100watts, using KT66s,
KT88s, DAI00s, etc. Also includes two valve pre-
amplifiers complete with valve phono stages.

wo

Hi-Fi World
WORLD LIBRARY

MULLARD TUBE CIRCUITS FOR
AUDIO AMPLIFIERS. £13.95
First published in 1959 by Mullard, this book
includes full designs for eleven power and control
amplifiers, including the 5-20, using valves. This
book begins with a four-chapter tutorial on getting
the best sound from valve amplifiers.

THE WILLIAMSON AMPLIFIER,
by D. T. N. Williamson.

In April 1947,
Williamson's valve
power amplifier
become an ovemight
success. The author
takes you deep into
his design decisions
and offers practical
advice on how to
build the amplifier
and set it up for best
performance.

£9.95

b1
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70 YEARS OF RADIO TUBES AND
VALVES, by John W. Stokes £19.95
With over fifty years experience, john Stokes outlines
the evolution of radio receiving tubes and the part
they played in the domestic radio receiver in this
beautifully illustrated (B&W) book. An ideal
reference for those interested in the history and
development of valves and for collectors alike.

ELECTRONIC UNIVERSAL VADE-
MECUM, by Piotr Mikolajczyk &
Bohdan Paszkowski £49.95
This sizeable data book contains no fewer than
5693 valves divided into 442 groups. It contains
connection details, operating parameters, load lines,
example circuits and more making it one of the
most comprehensive reference books we've seen,
although there are some omissions, such as 300B
and 21| valves. :

LOUDSPEAKER BOOKS

LOUDSPEAKERS: THE WHY AND
HOW OF GOOD REPRODUCTION,
by G. A. Briggs. £10.95
A popular and easy to understand book on
building loudspeakers, using empirical techniques
that pre-date computer analysis. A fine grounding,
written by a manufacturer with first hand
experience - recommended for beginners.

ELECTROSTATIC LOUDSPEAKER
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION,

by Ronald Wagner. £19.95
This book takes you step by step through the
design and construction of a full range electrostatic
loudspeaker, including the basic operating principles
behind electrostatics. Whether you intend to build
your own electrostatic, repair and restore a vintage
electrostatic or are just interested in the principles
behind electrostatics, this book is a must.

| wish to pay by Visa/Access, please debit my card no:

[TTTTTTTT]
|1

SIgNATUre: ..o

Tel:

PRICE P&P Audio Publishing Ltd.
UK.
An Approach to Audio Frequency Amplifiers. £2.00 ;
Mullard Circuits for Audio Amplifiers £2.00 I ] T I 1
The Williamson Amplifier. £1.00
O Principles of Electron Tubes £200  Expiry date: l
[J 70 Years of Radio Tubes & Valves... £2.00
Electronic Universal Vade Mecum.... £6.00
Loudspeakers: The Why & How ) £1.00 Name
Electrostatic ‘Speaker Design & Construction.. £1995  £200
The Loudspeaker Design Cookbook....... £23.75 £2.00 Delivery Address
Transmission Line Speaker Design........ £1095 £2.00
Theory and Design of Loudspeaker Enclosures....... £2395 £4.00
Bullock on Boxes £1295 £2.00
Acoustics £39.95 £4.00
The Art of Electronics £35.00 £5.50
The Art of Linear Electronics £1695 £2.00
Volume One £14.95 £2.00
Volume Two £1495 £2.00
Volume Three £1495 £2.00
Volume Four £1495 £2.00 | =y
Volume Five £1495  £200 —
Volume Six £14.95 £2.00
[0 Audio Anthologies - complete set.......mn £83.95 inc
10 or more books p&p in the UK is free. Overseas contact us for p&p prices ccO cHO
| enclose cheque/PO for £ ............made payable to
Your name and address may be added to our mailing list only. If you would prefer not AUTH CO
to receive details of new products or special offers please tick box.
Hi-Fi World magazine is published by Audio Publishing Ltd. DATE SENT
Please allow 28 days for delivery

N.B. If delivery address if different to the credit card holder’s address please supply both.

Please send completed order form together with your cheque/PO to:

HI-FI WORLD, 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX.

Telephone 0171 - 266 0461 - 24 hour Mail Order Answerphone

Access

A

Credit Card Orders

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Mo

DATE
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ou walk in to the Hi-Fi shop. -

Across a crowded showroom, a Hi-Fi

-
.
system catches your eye, then seduces your ear. ) . ‘

- -
Infatuated, you pay your money. : i,
Unfortunately, you also take your chances. i ' “
On the other hand, once the ear is wooed - '.'
by the sumptuous sound quality unique to r‘ : &

Arcamy, a life-long love affair usually ensues. ‘
Year after year, our dedication to sonic
excellence is rewarded with top industry awards
and, believe us, luck has nothing to do with it. " &
All of our Hi-Fi is produced at our
Cambridge HQ, where it must pass the most
rigorous set of tests, checks and double checks.
Then, just when another quality Arcam
product thinks it's safe to go into the loving
arms of a new customer. we check it again.
We work hard to produce Hi-Fi separates
of the highest quality, keeping construction
simple and building in long service and
reliability at every stage of production. So, if
you're about to invest in Hi-Fi, invest in an

Arcam. After all, we don't leave anything to

chance.

Should you?

ARCAM Or invest in an Arcam

Return the coupon below to: Arcam, Pembroke Ave.
Warerbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB, England. || ‘
Or relephone: (01223) 440964 (24 lours) ; & \

Please send e information ou: (Please rick) “J

Arcam amplifiers O Arcam CD players

& DACs Q:
Arcam tuners a

Arcam home cinema O
AudioQuest cables O

and the name of my nearest authorised dealer.

First Name(s)
Surname
In Australia: Stolmack Audio Pty. Lid., P.O. Box 139, St. Ives. N.S.W., 2075. Tel: (2) 440 8755.
Address In Canada: Emerald Audio Resources, Sussex P.O. Box 19016,
720 Spadina Avenue, Suite 100A, Toronto, Ontario, M5S 3CY. Tel: (416) 596 7657.
In New Zealand: Avalon Audio, 587 Mount Eden Rd., Auckland. Tel: (649) 638 9000.
In South Africa: Hi-Fi Specialists, Durban Road 155, Bellville. 7535. Tel: (21) 946 1441

Postcode
In USA: Audiolnflux Corporation, P.O. Box 381, Highland Lakes, NJ 07422. Tel : (201) 764 8958.

Invest HFW-5/96




THE LOUDSPEAKER DESIGN
COOKBOOK, 5th Edition,
by Vance Dickason.

£23.75
This best selling book in the field of loudspeakers
offers good, up-to-date practical design information
for the home constructor. Like today's
manufacturers it uses modem Thiele Small theory
and parameters.

BULLOCK ON BOXES,

by Robert M. Bullock £12.95

BULLOCK
- ON |
| BOXES

i
¢

L

by Robert M. Bullock 11l ‘
ausisted by Robert White

“

This book relies on manipulation of Thiele-Small
parameters (supplied with all drive units) to
optimise reflex box design, but with a calculator
and at high school level. With lots of helpful tables
and graphs, this straightforward book is every
beginners best bet for getting to grips with sizing
the box and port of a reflex loudspeaker.

ACOUSTICS,

by Leo L. Beranek £39.95

ACOUSTICS

Leo L. Berunek

From analogous electrical circuits important for
modelling, the author moves through to
microphones then loudspeakers. He covers design
factors, showing how theory influences practice in
drive units. Loudspeaker enclosure types covered
include sealed, ported and hom.The behaviour of
sound in rooms, very important for hi-fi, is also
covered extremely well here
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QUICK & EASY TRANSMISSION LINE
SPEAKER DESIGN,

by Larry D. Sharp. £10.95
A practical approach to designing and building your
own transmission line loudspeaker. Covers the
background theory, but is very practical in
approach. Design examples and equations, even a
computer package to run under Lotus |23 which
takes care of the maths.

THEORY AND DESIGN OF
LOUDSPEAKER ENCLOSURES,

by J. E. Benson. £23.95
This book covers loudspeaker enclosure design;
infinite baffle, reflex, passive radiator etc in great
detail, with a highly mathematical approach, making
it unsuitable for beginners, but highly authoritave to
experienced designers with a good foundation in
acoustics.

AUDIO
ANTHOLOGIES

Audio Anthologies - When Audio
Was Young

There are six volumes of the Audio Anthologies.
Covering one of the most exciting and important
eras of hi-fi, they contain many ground breaking
circuits and theory covering all aspects of hi-fi
design. A must for valve enthusiasts.

Volume One - May 1947

to December 1949

Summary of Contents: 9 5watt, Swatt and 6.5
watt 6AS7G amplifiers, 30watt 3008 amplifier,
valve FM tuning indicator, 30watt 21| power
amplifier, cathode follower amplifier using 6V6, an
adaptation of the Williamson amplifier, valve
phono preamplifier, several hom and reflex
loudspeaker designs and much more.

Volume Two - January 1950

to July 1952

Summary of Contents: Uitra linear 6L.6 design
and operation of the Williamson, a direct coupled
amplifier, Williamson type amplifier using 6A5s,
40watt 845 push-pull amplifier, valve phono and
line preamps, valves and loudspeaker damping,
design and construction of reflex and hom
loudspeakers.

Volume Three - August 1952

to June 1955

Summary of Contents: Simple valve phono
stage, transformerless amplifier using 6082, 20watt
5881 amplifier, |Owatt 6V6 amplifier, stereo valve
preamp, high quality valve phono stage, a preamp
for the Williamson, low distortion tone control
preamp, binaural or stereophonic?, transistor
phono amp, comer hom loudspeaker, concrete
hom loudspeaker.

Volume Four - July 1955

to December 1957

Summary of Contents: |8watt 588 ampiifier,
4watt single-ended tweeter amplifier, budget

| lwatt amplifier, versatile bass/treble control,
transistor theory, transistor preamp, transistor
techniques, battery powered transistor phono
preamp, loudspeakers explained.

Volume Five - January 1958

to December 1959

Summary of Contents: Stereo valve multiplex
decoder, 7watt EL84 amplifier, valve active
crossover and 20watt treble amp/50watt bass
amp.. monaural, binaural, monophonic and
stereophonic explained, heterodyne FM multiplex
adapter, transistor preamp, 60watt EL34 amplifier,
high power audio amplifiers, hi-fi loudspeaker
enclosure.

Volume Six - January 1960

to December 1961

Summary of Contents: Transistor
preamplifiers, feedback techniques, the comming of
FM stereo, FM muitiplex adapters, Tape recorders:
distortion, frequency response and noise, |20watt
6550 amplifier, loudspeaker efficiency.

Price £14.95each

SOLID STATE
ELECTRONICS

THE ART OF ELECTRONICS,
by P. Horowitz and W. Hill.
The definitive

£35

electronics book.

The Art of
Electronics is an
ideal book for the
beginner through
to the engineer.
Written in easy to
understand English,
each chapter takes
you from basic first
principles through
to full design
exercises and
practical circuits.

THE ART OF LINEAR ELECTRONICS,
by J. Linsley-Hood. £16.95
Concentrates specifically on analogue electronics
for audio and goes into detail on obscure topics
like the drawbacks of feedback, as well as its
advantages. Covers mainly solid state but also
includes valves. A must for serious enthusiasts and
budding designers.
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IGGY POP

NAUGHTY LITTLE DOGGIE
VIRGIN CDVUS 102

Iggy Pop’s career has been as erratic
and chemically blasted as Lou Reed's,
but where the latter seems finally to
have relaxed and said hello to maturity,
Mr Pop seems to have regained his lust
for life. He did it with his last album, the
frequently monstrous metallic alliance of
‘American Caesar’.

He covers much the same ground
here, spilling out typically cocky lyrics in
that familiar buzzsaw voice while guitars
explode around him like he’s a one man
World War Three strutting through
your living room. He may go over the
top occasionally - the blatantly sexist
‘Pussy Walk’ won't endear him to any
feminists - but you have to remember
there’s always a tongue-in-cheek
element in Iggy’s best work, something
that hasn’t always been appreciated.

Fans who go back all the way to The
Stooges certainly won’t be disappointed
by such life-affirming balls of fire as the
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opening ‘| wanna Live’, the more
introspective ‘Innocent World’ or the
super charged ‘Keep On Believing'. Full
marks then to guitarist Eric Mesmerize,
bassist Hal Wonderful and Larry
Contrary on drums, who - along with
the odd guitar contribution from Iggy
himself - produce a rich, roaring sound
that few latter-day upstarts can muster
(surely not their real names?).

And if, judging from a recent TV
appearance where he wore transparent
trousers sans Y-fronts - maybe it's time
Mr Osterburg stopped taking his shirt
off on stage - let alone letting us view
his naughty bits - there's ample proof on
‘Naughty Little Doggie’ that the man's
anything like finished with the world.
Another cracking comeback. it's fire and
brimstone occasionally touched - as on
‘To Belong’ - with moving sensitivity.
More power to his elbow.

VARIOUS ARTISTS

DEAD MAN WALKING
COLUMBIA COL 483534-10

All praise and great results to film
director Tim Robins for sending his
completed version of this tale of a man
on Death row to his favourite artists
and asking them to write songs to fit the
moods and pictures. | haven’t seen the
much lauded finished movie, but this is
as good a soundtrack as that of any

Scorsese or Tarantino, but with the
added bonus that all the songs are new.
Bruce Springsteen is on top form

with his little cut, as are the likes of
Tom Waits, Suzanne Vega, Steve Earle,
the evergreen Johnny cash also on top
form with the sturdy as the proverbial
brick Khazi ‘In Your Mind’. Earle’s ‘Ellis
Unite One’ is a cracking song too, one
the errant cowpoke guitarslinger
reckons is the best thing he’s ever done
and he could just be right, turning in a

EEIE RN Knp INSPIRED BY THE MOTION PICTURE

DEAD MAN
WALKING

SEUCf SPRINGSTEEN

; 0VE
NUSRAT FATEH ALI KHAN
WITH EDDIE VEDDER
TOM WAITS
MICHELLE SHOCKED
WARY CHAPIN CARPENTER
STEVE EARLE
PATTI SHITH
EDDIE VEDDER WITH

NUSRAT FATEN ALI KHAN

compassionate and tearsome tale that'll
give giants like cash and Brucie one or
two grey hairs.

Nusrat Fatem Ali Khan and Eddie
Vedder's collaborations are represented
by two songs, the mystic ‘The face Of
Love' and the powerful ‘The Long
Road’, while another ear-opener is a

HI-FI WORLD



RECORD OF THE MONTH

LOU REED

SET THE TWILIGHT REELING
WARNER BROS 9362-46159-2

Lou Reed’s umpteenth re-ascension
continues: after the critical/commercial
re-acceptance garnered by the loose
trilogy encompassed by ‘New York’,
‘Song for Drella’ and ‘Magic and Loss’
(and discounting the necessarily so-
so Velvet Underground reunion LP)
Mr Reed is back on familiar territory.
He’s walking the mean streets of
New York accompanied by the
splendidly talented bass of Fernando
Saunders - last seen with Reed
alongside Bob Quine in his ‘Blue
Mask’ era - and with solid drums of
the aptly named Tony ‘Thunder’
Smith.

And if this is primarily a laid-back,
relatively sedate Reed, waxing
nostalgic for his childhood in ‘Egg
Cream’ (a brilliant sweet kid's drink
you won't find duplicated outside the
Big Apple) or enjoying slow, quiet
ruminations as in ‘The Propositions’,
waxing lyrical r.e. his love for new

welcome return to form from the too-
silent Patti Smith with ‘Walkin® Blind".
Essential film soundtracks are a rarity
but this surely is one of those. And |
can't wait to catch the movie too.

ROCKET FROM THE CRYPT
SCREAM, DRACULA,

SCREAM!
ELEMENTAL ELM 34 CD

Confession - they may have been
around for three years and have

HI-FI WORLD

partner Laurie Anderson, then this is
the sound of a man finally moving into
graceful maturity.

But not totally, thank Beelzebub -
there's enough acrimony and bad
language on the rocking ‘Sex With
Your Parents (part 2)’ to earn Louis a

A

PARENTAL GUIDANCE ADVISORY

sticker, and the delicate intro to ‘Finish

Line’ - almost Spanish in tone - is a
trap followed by mountainous guitar
and rhythm work. ‘Riptide’ too lives
up to its title with a blazing nod to
the memory of Jimi Hendrix that the
master would no doubt have smiled
approval at, and the coda of the
closing title cut is a veritable
blitzkrieg of sound.

Reed’s own production is clean
and balanced, and the lyrics scintillate
with all the wisdom and bitter-sweet
knowingness of his best work. “He
actually was murdered/'d taken him
apart/But then | put him back
together/l couldn’t find his heart” for
example, from the witty ‘Trade In’,
along with a cast of Shakespearean

characters and more (other) good
lines than most contemporary writers
can muster over an elpee’s worth of
toons. Hot stuff.

7 ) o EP
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released a number of discs, but this first
full-length album is the first time 've
heard this bunch of San Diego crazzies.
It’s still convinced me they're one of the
most powerful and exciting bands to
come out of America in a behemoth’s
age.

Rocket From The Crypt hail from
San Diego - not a town synonymous
with Rock'n’roll - but this is certainly
the band to change all that. Three years
old and consisting of lead
vocalist/guitarist Speedo, mad axeman
supreme N.D., bassist Petey X, the
humungous drumming of the justly
named Atom, and the big fat horn
section produced by Apollo 9 (sax) and
J.C. 2000 (trumpet), the combo have
toured extensively with acts as varied as
James Brown, The Misfits and Sun Ra.

It's cliché, true, but it must be said
that ““Scream, Dracula, Scream!” (fab
title) really is one of those discs that lets
rip with a stupendous opener - the
helter-skelter craziness of ‘Middle’
leaves even prime-era Ramones pipped
at the post when it comes to energy and
power - and simply never lets up until
the closing ‘Burnt Alive’.

According to the band’s own sleeve
notes the album was originally recorded
as an entire, non-stop work, the gaps
between the songs filled by “lush string
arrangements” but had to sliced into
“easily digestible pieces”. Whatever,
it's still a remarkably powerful, driven
and fully cohesive work, as in early
Ramones, Clash, Television, Love’s
‘Forever Changes’ or the Stones’

‘Let It bleed'. »
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Television apart perhaps, all the
aforementioned bands appear to have
been put into the cauldron of Rockets’
imagination, but they manage to still
produce results that are uniquely their
own. For the most part it’s brash,
unadulterated rock out to the max -
even when they do let up a bit, as on
the relatively relaxed ‘Used’, the energy
level remains valve-busting high.

This is what the Stooges tried but
seldom managed to be, what the early
Clash would have sounded like with
better production. The remarkable thing
is that this is an all but live recording
and done - hard to believe but they say
it's so - on 4-track. Hence perhaps the
dense, soupy but highly effective and
totally overwhelming mix. It may sound
extremely pompous but this could easily
be the next band to give Guns'n'Roses a
run for their money. Nobody who loves
their popular music fast, loud, snotty
and served with one thousand percent
gusto can possibly afford to ignore this
lot. A palpable HIT!!!

Jon Clarke

NICK CAVE AND THE BAD SEEDS

Murder Ballads
MUTE RECORDS LCD STUMM 138

The evil old Aussie is still around. But
the decrepit Goth is turning into quite a
handsome crooner these days. His
material becomes more like Leonard
Cohen with every record, while he still
manages to maintain the shambolic,
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anarchic style that we associate with
him.,

Talent-wise he has come along way
since his Birthday Party debut in |980.
But on Murder Ballads there are still
traces of those bleak, early, punk days.
The only real surprise is that Nick Cave
has suddenly become fashionable, largely
due to his recent duets with Kylie
Minogue and P | Harvey. This, the Bad
Seeds’ ninth studio album, stands out as
perhaps one of the best.

While it sounds, inevitably,
gruesome and downbeat, Murder
Ballads does in fact contain a good deal
of humour and light hearted moments.
It picks up from his excellent mid '80s
Kicking Against The Pricks album of
covers of American classics. Here, Cave
continues his interest in American
cultural ballads, trawling through the
low-life, poor white trash of America's
mid-West.

Musically, Murder Ballads veers from
the rampaging, whacked-out polka that
is The Curse of Millhaven to the bluesy
soulful sounds of Stagger Lee, to the
country hue of the Kindness of
Strangers. With the talented help of the
Bad Seeds, Murder Ballads stands out as

one of the better albums of the year.
LLCOOL]

Mr Smith

DEF JAM 529 724-2

Some may say the boy has gone lame
again: soft and sold out. It wouldn't be
the first time the accusation has been
levelled at him.

True, LL’s latest offering is not
Mama Said Knock You Out. It is instead
a pleasing progression from the Prince
of Rap. Mr Smith is a smooth, soulful
record for all the old Rap boys, who
grew up with Public Enemy, De La Soul
and BDP, and have now chilled. It still
has some clever rhymes and smart
beats, but it lacks the aggression and
anger of much of today’s Hip Hop. And
that is no bad thing.

On Mr Smith LL is joined by a range
of talents, including Boys || Men on the

mellow ‘Hey Lover’, and LeShaun on the
brilliant duet ‘Doin It’, with samples
from Grace Jones’ ‘My Jamaican Guy’.
Don't be put off. The old-timer
wouldn't be cutting another album
unless it was worth listening to. He's

bigger and deffer and here to stay.
VARIOUS

Viv Craske
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Twisted Willie
JUSTICE TRACD 230
Yes, it's another compilation by
assorted rock bands, this time paying
their respects to Texan country-rocker
Willie Nelson. With the likes of Johnny
Cash, Jello Blafra and L7 covering
Nelson's distinctive blend of redneck
music with hippy ethic, the results are
disparate. The tracks selected don’t just
stick to the hits, but delve deeper into
the Nelson back catalogue. It seems that
the more alternative the band, the more
obscure their Nelson tune of choice.
There are fine moments on this CD,
but as with many crossover
compilations the product doesn’t quite
gel. Screaming Trees’ Mark Lanegan
delivers a magical slice of super cool
country-rock, and Steel Pole Bath Tub's
version of ‘The Ghost’ floats along with
just the right proportions of grunge
guitar and folk vocals. The Presidents of
the United States’ attempt at an up-beat
funky number sounds like a clichéd
butter commercial and L7 sound like. . .
well how they've always sounded.
While some songs on this CD
stand out as emotive slices of
lost love, rebellion and the road, :
others lazily have replaced rock | N
guitar solos for country chords \T
and Nelson's effortless vocals /
for down-tempo rock
drawls. One for the
obsessive collectors only.

|
crossover at its best, buy Nelson's /J
original albums. "

If you want country/rock

HI-FI WORLD



VARIOUS ARTISTS

Nu Yorica!
Culture Clash in New York City
SOUL JAZZ RECORDS SJRCD29

Another fantastic compilation from Soul
Jazz Records, the people that brought
out last year's essential exploration of
70's psychedelic jazz, United Sounds of
America. This time, Soul Jazz have
turned their attention to “Experiments
in Latin Music, 1970-77" as this set’s
sub-title has it.

This two-CD compilation explores
various cross-genre recordings made
during that time by musicians from the
Salsa and jazz scenes.

Given that jazz is essentially a hybrid
form and that Salsa is, truly speaking,
simply a generic term for music from
any of New York’s Latin population
(Cuban, Puerto Rican, Brasilian,
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Dominican) the scope here for
marvelious hybrids is infinite, as this
collection bears out.

Fusing the basic elements of Salsa, its

highly-charged, searing melodies and the
essential rhythmic complexity of the
clave, with the full-on intensity of group-
improvised jazz and the propulsive drive
of funk, the music here is a
representation in sound of a city teeming
and buzzing with the richest diversity of
life imaginable.

There’s too much to go rough track
by track, but the album’s closer, the
Machito Orchestra’s epic |5-minute
‘Macho’ sums up much that’s great about
this compilation. A simple vocal and
percussion Cuban son-style opening
builds into a giant suite with two dozen
or so musicians swinging effortlessly from
one (water-)tightly arranged sequence to
another, with individual soloists diving off
into mind-bendingly expressive solos.

Of course, any compilation will have
fans asking what happened to personal
favourites but, overall, Nu Yorica, with
its copious liner notes and fantastic (but
too few!) photographs, offers a
fascinating glimpse of another time, a
world away.

| listened to this back-to-back
with some recent drum-and-bass
releases; for all Jungle’s claims to
being a great and
audaciously
new hybrid, as
an unspeakably
exotic fusion of
dance music,
technology and
expressive freedom,
this more than 20-
year-old music
wins hands
down. An
essential
album.

Egberto-Gismonti Trio

EGBERTO GISMONTI TRIO
ZigZag
ECM ECMI1582

If you like your Latin jazz fusion a /'
tad more pastoral, you might try

this for size. Brazilian Egberto is /
one of contemporary music’s ;
most astonishing - if ﬁ /
overlooked - players and
composers.

Originally a pianist, in the
70’s he taught himself classical A p)
guitar, eventually taking up a unique
instrument, the |0-string classical guitar
to re-create the piano’s range.

Meanwhile, the music he has
developed, is a part-written, part-
improvised blend of traditional Brazilian
folk-forms and advanced European
composition. That might sound pretty
dry, but the music he's made over the
years, much of it charted on beautifully
recorded albums on ECM, has been
among the most seductive music of our
time.

ZigZag, a trio recording made last
year with guitarist/keyboard player
Nando Carneiro and double-bassist
Zeca Assumpgdo, doesn't really map out
any new areas, but it is
a particularly fine
example of Gismonti’s
quietly exploring and

richly beautiful music. \ 1

.
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TEODROSS AVERY
My Generation

IMP 11812

Reviewing Teodross Avery's debut
album In Other Words (GRP 97982) in
June *95 | closed with the prediction “|
expect to recommend the next release
even more heartily”. That album,
however, was by the Teodross Avery
Quartet and this, while retaining
Charles Craig on piano boasts a
different line-up.

Behind Avery's tenor and soprano
saxes John Scofield, Mark Whitfield and
Peter Bernstein share the guitar
credits, while Rodney Whittaker plays
bass, Greg Hutchinson drums and
Andrew Daniels provides the
percussion. Black Thought of The
Roots raps on track nine.

The ‘rap thang’ highlights this
album’s intent: to offer a jazz-inspired
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voice for - or more accurately of -
Avery’s generation. This is a grand
concept, but at 22 he still has some
way to go to master all the jazz idioms.
He switches styles rapidly from track
to track in what might be thought a
puckish and fickle way, but it
doesn’t dissipate the album’s
enjoyability.

Avery manages to pull off
the trick of making
contradictory styles -
mainstream modern jazz and
rap, for example - work
together to produce a
whole which is
undoubtedly
greater
than the
sum of the
parts. It's done
with thought and care
for detail as well as an impressive
musical knowledge
and instrumental
ability which would
shame some older,
more established
players. There's a
growing spark of spontaneity in his
work, too; something | felt the
previous album lacked. That makes
this one a wholly engrossing
work.

Of the || tracks here, Avery
wrote all but three: Donald
Brown’s ‘Theme for Malcolm’,
Nick Cave's ‘Lover Man’ (an
excellent take) and Janet
Jackson/Harris Lewis’
‘Anytime, Anyplace’. The
recording on all | | is
excellent.

K1
Igﬁ-gstzek =

Quintet i \"
Silesct Homne 'jﬂ}
- ﬂ:.: Dot commemorating

KT FATS NAVARRO
& | HOWARD McGHEE
LEE MORGAN
# BOOKER LITTLE
KENNY DORHAM
featuring DIZZY GILLESPIE
CLAUDIO RODITI
GUSTAVO BERGALLI
JEANLOUIS RASSENFOSSE
JORGE ROSSE CEnoo

THE KLAUS IGNATZEK
QUINTET

Silent Horns

CCD 79729

Although it states on the cover that nine
tracks on this album commemorate Fats
Navarro, Howard McGhee, Lee Morgan,
Booker Little, Kenny Dorham and Dizzy
Gillespie, it's not immediately obvious
on listening. Seven are written by
Ignatzek himself, Claudio Roditi, who
plays trumpet and flugelhorn) penned
one and the last, ‘Autumn Leaves’ is by
Mercer/Prevert/Kosma.

Roditi, Gustavo Bergalli (who shares
the trumpet and flugelhorn credits with
him), Ignatzek on ivories, Jean-Louis
Rassinfosse on bass and Jorge Rosse on
drums turn in an impressive
performance both as soloists and as a
unit playing mainstream jazz.

The only problem is that the
recording is not quite what it should be,

o with the brass, especially,

suffering at the top end along
with a slightly muddled
staging. A pity, as otherwise,
these guys work well as a band.
Their names could be the result of
an obscure directive
from Brussels. | bet
they're all called ‘Fats’,
‘Slim’* and ‘Django’ really.

record reviews
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The Synergy was
designed for maximum
pleasure, minimum fuss.

All on one chassis, it
incorporates a remote-
controlled dual mono
preamplifier (housed
50mm from the inputs)
and a dual mono power
amplifier developing
150 watts per channel of
smooth, detailed muscle.
There is also an on-board
bias control for accurate
tube maintenance.

No fewer than 14 circuit
boards contribute to the
unequalled sonic integrity
and all control circuitry is
non-interactive with its
own power supplies.

Even the remote-
controlled volume has a
separate gearbox and
motor together with a
high quality attenuator,
custom built ensuring
"high-end" purity.

Tube Technology's build
quality is of the highest
standard and is backed by
a no-nonsense ten-year
guarantee.

Described here are only a
few features of the
Synergy, for a complete
discussion and audition of
this and our other
remarkable products
please contact us for your
nearest dealer and colour
brochure.

Tube Technology, Foxhilis Farm,
Longcross Road, Ottershaw, Surrey,
KT16 ODN, England. ~ Est. 1988.

From the

moment

you hear
The Synergy...

you realize
that its
unique styling
iIs a major
contribution to
Iits musical
performance.

Tel: 01932 873444 ~ Fax: 01932 873012

All Tube Technology ampilifiers are designed
and manufactured in England.

Tttt Szre

The Synergy is shown here fitted with
Gold Aero tubes from the USA. These are
high grade, audiophile vacuum tubes
which have attained
world class respect for
thier sonic qualities.
Now available in
the UK via
Tube Technology
& their selected
dealers.
Please
enquire
fora
tube list &
brochure.




AVON

AUOIO EXCELLENCE 65 Park Street, Bristol BS1 SPB.
Tel. 01179 264975 Fax.01179 251327 All that's best in
Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets.
Oelivery and installation, home dems, part exchange, in-
house workshops, full credit facilities with interest free
on selected items. Tuesday - saturday 9.00 - 5.30.
Closed monday.

V'AUDIO, 36 Oruid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol, BS9 1EJ.
Tel. 01179 686005. ATC, Acoustic Energy, Ruark, AVI,
Exposure, Pink Triangle, Wadia, Audio Innovations, SME
(incl 20A), Chord Amps, Michell, AMC, Analoge
Electronics, Cadence Valve, Jamo, LFD, REL, Sansui,
Sonic Link, Stax, Townsend, Audio Technica, Goldring,
Ltra, Drtofon, Sumiko. Dems by appt only. home trial
facilities, free install. service facilities.

THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel: 01225 874728. Major new
brands join our select group of products from refiable,
high-quality suppliers with international reputations who
are dedicated to sound and build quality, We have many
customers thrilled that they discovered these superb
performers rather than the magazines' favourites.
Believe your own ears in your home where you can best
judge the benefits. We aim for long-term satisfaction,
not just a quick sale, Ask about our ex-dem and mint
used items. Brands; Lumley {valve amps and speakers),
RESTEK, Copland, Audio Synthesis DAX2, Michell,
Drelle, Enlightened Audio Design, Kora, Tube
Technology, CAT, Chamel Mag Dynalab,
Graham, Stratosphere, March, Transfiguration
Spendor, Keswick, Mirage, Harbeth, NEAT, Sequence,
Air Pods, cables-Silver Sounds, Cogan Hall, DNM,
SonicLink.

BEDFORDSHIRE

RICHARO'S AUOIO VISUAL, 4 Greyfriars Bedford. Tei:
01234 365165. Stockists of: Arcam, Audio Innovations,
Audioquest Aura, Beyer, B&W, Bose, Celestion, Cyrus
Denon, Heybrook, Marantz, Mission, Moth, Musical
Fidelity Nakamichi, Drtofon, Pioneer, Pro-Ject, Rotel,
Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Systemdek, Target, Thorens,
van den Hul & more! Expert friendly service : Listening
room. Pioneer Reference Point. Visa / Access.

SEVENDAKS HI-FI, 29-31 St Peters Street, Bedford.
(01234) 272779. The UK's leading independent Hi-Fi
and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality
products for discerning customers. Open six days, with
dedicated single speaker and audio visual demanstration
rooms. Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance
available (details upon request), home trial and
installation by arrangement. Major brands stocked
include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, Quad,
Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

BERKSHIRE

AUOIO ILLUSION 23 Langley Broom, Langley, SL3 8NB.
(Junc 5/M4}. (01753) 542761: Fax. (01753) 772532. Air
Tangent: Audio Alchemy: Audio Research: Classe:
Copland: Densen: Enlightened Audio Designs: Koetsu:
Kora: Krell: Martin Logan: Mirage: Sonus Faber. Sumiko:
Target: Theta: Siltech/Transparent Cables: WBT.
10.00am-8.00pm Monday - Saturday (by appointment).
Dedicated listening room, Home demonstrations, Free
installations, Part exchange, Mail order, Export Facilties,

Major credit cards accepted. Secondhand/Ex. Demo

bargins see our monthly advertisement.

BUCKS

NORTHWOOO AUOIO 11, 98 Cambridge St, Aylesbury,
Bucks HP20 1BA. Tel, 01296 28790 (A'P). Selected sounds
from Alchemist, Arion, Audio Meca, Aura, Boston, B & W,
Cabletalk, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Exposure, Gyrodek,
Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Kef, Marantz, Micromega,
Monitor Audio, Moth, Musical Technology, NAD, Nakamichi,
Pioneer, Proac, Rel, Rose, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Systemdek,
Tannoy, Thorens, TOL. Tube Technology and a range of
Quality pre-used equipment. Export orders weicome. 2 Dem
rooms. Credit facilities avaable.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

CAMBRIOGE HIFI, 1-3 Hawthorne Way, Chesterton,
Cambs. CB4 1AT. Tel. 01223 67773. Kenwood, Pioneer,
Ariston, Kef, Technics, Yamaha, Marantz, B&W, AR,
Mordaunt-Short, Bose. Single speaker dem room. Tues-
Sat 9.30-5.30pm. Closed Monday. Free install, service
dept. Vis/Access credit facilities.

HI-FI WORLD

UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. 01223
354237. Mission-Cyrus, Arcam, Rotel, Denon, Meridian,
Ruark. ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. £ dems, 1 single speaker.
Home trial, free install, Service Dept. VISA, ACCESS,
AMEX, Credit Terms. Dpen 9-5.30

CHESHIRE

CONGLETON HIF1, 1/1A Duke St. Congleton, Cheshire
CW12 1AP. (01260} 297544. Arcam, B&W, Denan,
Epos, Kef Reference, Linn, NAD, Nakamichi, Dnix, Royd,
Target, Yamaha, etc. Superbly appointed single speaker
demo facilities. No appointment recessary, home trials,
free installation. 2 year guarantee on all equipment.
Access, Visa, Amex, all usual credit facilities. Dpen Mon-
Sat 9.30-6pm.

SWIFT HI-Fi, St. Annes Parade, Wiimslow. 01625 526213.
Aura. B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, Nad, Pioneer, Rotel,
Systemdek, Tannoy, Revolver, JP W., M. Short, Mission,
Celestion, Technics, Audiolab, Castle. Open 9.30-6. Dem
room. No pressure. BADA member.

THE HI-Fl SHOWROOMS,12A  West  Str,
Congleton,Cheshire 01260) 280017, 1 Stanley St, Leek
(01533) 383760, Celestion, Creek, Exposure,Royd, Naim
Audio, Musical Fidelity, Project, Rotel, Ruark, Tannay,
Technics. 5 Dem Rooms, No appts necc, Home trial, Free
install, Service dept.Access, Visa, Lombard Tricity. Dpen
9-5:30,Closed Wed.

ASTON AUOIO, 4 West Street, Alderley Edge, Cheshire.
Tel. 01625 582704. Products include: Bang & Dlufsen,
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Meridian,
Micromega, MF Mission, Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, TOL &
other leading brands. Demonstration Rooms,
Installation Service, Interest Free Credit, Access, Visa.
DOpen Mon-Sat

CHRIS BROOKS AUOIO, 29 Gaskell Street, Stockton
Heath, Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 2UN. Tel (01925}
261212, Tues-Sat 10.00-6.00. 2 dem-rooms. credit
facilities. All credit cards. Established 1978. Total
absence of butls* *t. Linn Specialist.

PRACTICAL Hi-FI , 88 Bridge Street, Warrington, WA1
2RF. Tek:- 01925 632179. See our main entry under
Prestan, Lancs.

THE AUOI0 COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Road, Cheadle,
Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428 7887 and 12 Shaw Road,
Oldham, Manchester OL1 3LQ Tel (0161) 633 2602.
Linn, Arcam, Naim, Audio Research, Martin Logan,
Yamaha, Creek, Nakamichi, Denon, JPW, Marantz,
Royd, Lexicon. 3 dem rooms, free install, VISAVACCESS
Full multi-room and A.V. installation 10:00 - 5:30pm
Mon-Sat, till 8:00 Thursday.

AUOIO EXCELLENCE, 86/90 Boughton, Chester, CH3
SAQ. Tel. 01244 345576. All that's best in hi-fi carefully
selected and demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable
staff, at prices to suvit all budgets. Delivery and
installation, home dems, part exchange, in house
workshops, full credit facilities with interest free on
selected items. Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 - 5.30. Closed
Monday.

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH Tel: 01244
344227. Al that's best in Hi-Fi from Linn ,Rega, Naim,
Arcam, Audiolab, Ruark, Rotel and many more. Multi
room systems from Linn Knekt. Superb demonstration
facilities, home d and installation a
pleasure. We offer the best psoducts, the best service
and the best sounds. Open Tuesday to Saturday,
evenings by appointment.

CLEVELAND

ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High St., Redcar,
Cleveland TS10 3AN. 01642 480723. Audio Innovations,
Audio Note, Denon, Harman Kardon, JBL, Michell,
Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Rogers. Sugden,
SonicLink, Townsend, TOL, Thorens etc. Dem room
appointment nec. Home Trial, Free installation, service
dept. Int. free credit facility. Access, Visa & HP. Open
9.15-5.30

CORNWALL

RJF AUDIO VISUAL, 84 Pendarves Street, Tucking Mill,
Camborne, Cornwall. TR14 8NJ. 01209 710777/612260.
Alchemist, Analysis, Atacama, Audiomeca, Audionote,
Beyer, Cable Talk, Chord, Denon, Harman, Hardon,
Impulse, JBL, JPW, Klipsh, Mcintosh, Micromega, Nad,
Onkye, Drtoton, Parsound, Project, REL, Rotel, S.0.
Acoustics, SME, SUgden, Target, TOL, Teac, Triangle,
Trichord, XLD, Musical Technology. Intergral
dem/showroom and special home dems. Appts nec, home
trial, free install, service dept. All cards Switch and
Transax. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-6.30.

CUMBRIA

MISONS SOUND & VISION, Viaduct House, Victoria
Viaduct, Carlisle, CA3 8AN. Tel (01228) 22620. Aura,
Bang & Dlufson, B & W, Castle, NAD, Quad, Rotel, Sony,
Sugden, Yamaha, Demo Suite. No appts nec. Home trial
facilities. Free installation. Service Department Mon -
Sat.9-56.30

PETER TYSON,6 Abbey Street, Carlisle, Cumbria, CA3
8TX. "Cumbria's premiere Hi-Fi centre’. Part exchange
welcome. (01228) 46756. Linn, Musical Fidelity, Cyrus,
Marantz, Denon, Philips, Nakarichi, Technics, Pioneer,
Creek and more. Dem Rooms. Dems withut obligation.
Home trial. Free installation. In-house service dept.
Access, Visa, HP. 9-5.30pm

PRACTICAL HI-F1, 106 English Street, Carlisle, CA3 8ND
Tel:- 01228 44792 See our main entry under Lancaster.

DEVON

THE HI-FI ATTIC, 58 New George St., Plymouth, Devon.
PL1 1RR. 01752 669511. We stock most leading brands
including Linn, Arcam, Denon, Pioneer, Musical Fidefity
amongst others, and have an expert enthusiastic staff.
Premises include attractive hi-fi and home cinema
demonstration rooms. We offer free installation and credit
facilities (written details on request) also a fully equipped
service department. We can also provide a mail order
service for all your LaserDisc requirements. We accept
Visa, Access, Amex.

UPTON ELECTRONICS, 31 Torquay Road, Paignton,
Devon TQ3 30T Tel- 01803 551329. Pioneer Reference
Point Dealer, Sony, Technics, Harmon-Kardon, Drelle,
Kinshaw, Creek, Quad, NAD, Target, Alphason, Tannoy,
Morduant-Short, Castle, TOL, JPW, Royd, Sequence,
Canon, Monitor-Audio, Micromega, Project, Chord, Van
Den Hui, Jamo. Full range of accessories etc..
Demonstration room, Home dems, Free delivery and
installation. PX available. Dwn In-house service dept,
Compact Discs, Access, Visa, Amex. Credit facilities.
9.00-5.30 9.00-1.00 Wed.

ESSEX

SEVENOAKS HIF! 1 The Grove Centre, Witham, Essex,
Tel 01376 501733. The UK's leading independent Hi-Fi
and home cinema retailer. specialising in quality
products for discerning customers. Open six days, with
dedicated single speaker and audio visuat demonstration
rooms. Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance
available (details upon request), home trial and
instaliation by arrangement. Major brands stocked
include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Michell, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, Quad,
Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

AU0I0 EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road, Gloucester, GL1
5SD. Tel. 01452 300046 Fax. 0452 310680.All that's
best in hi-fi carefully selected and demonstrated by
friendly knowledgeabte staff, at prices to suit all
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, in house workshops, full credit facilities with
interest free on selected items. Tuesday - saturday 9.00
~-5.30. Closed monday.

AUOIO T, 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenhdm. (01242}
583960. Great Hi-Fi on Aiwa, Arcam, Audiolab, Denan,
Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD,
Nakamichi, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Sony, Technics,
Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3
year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. Home
demonstrations. Part exchange. Selected Interest Free
Credit. Listening room. BADA Bonded.

SEVENDAKS HI-FI 24 Pittville Street, Cheltenham, Gloucs.
Tet (01242) 241171, The UK's leading independent Hi-Fi
and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality products
for discerning customers. Dpen six days, with dedicated
single speaker and audio visual demonstration rooms.
Maijor credit cards accepted. 0% finance available (details
upon request}, home trial and installation by arrangement.
Major brands stocked include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle,
Cyrus, Denon, Epos, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega,
Mission, Monitor Audio, Quad, Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

THE RIGHT NOTE - Bath for specialist advice and home
demonstrations. See Avon.

HAMPSHIRE

AUDIO T, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke. (01256) 24311.
Great Value on Aiwa, Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon,
Linn, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Naim, Nakamichi,
Sony, Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9-
5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free delivery & installation.
30 day free upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX.
Selected Interest Free Credit. Listening room. BADA
Bonded.

HAMPSHIRE AUOIO LIMITED, 2-12 Hursley Road,
Chandlers Ford, Hants, S053 2FU. Te! Southampton
(01703) 252827/265232. 3 Hi-Fi and 2 Home
Cinema/Dolby Surround Sound Demonstration Rooms,
one with Projection TV and an 8’ wide screen. Brands
stocked include ARCAM (incl. Xeta), Audiolab,
Audioquest, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Gradient, Infinity,
KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Polk, Quad, Rotel,
Seleco, Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Tannoy, Target Audio,
Thorens, & Yamaha. Established 1969, we offer a 2-year
Guarantee covered by our own well-equipped Service
Dept. We have a large FREE car parking facility and we
are located within 3 miles from Junction 14 (M3/M27
interchange} and Junctions 13 (M3} and § (M27).
Closed Mondays, except in December. Late Night: Thurs
to 8pm. BADA Founder Member. All deposits fully
covered by BADA Bonding.

HERTFORDSHIRE

OYNAMICS, Welwyn, Herts - Europe’s largest stockist of
ex-dem and second hand equipment. High End Audio -
Bought, Sold or Exchanged. Many items in stock. (see
our main ad pg. 128). Efficient servicing Dept. All items
guaranteed. All major credit cards accepted. Please
telephone 01438 - 714038 for appointment.

STUOIO 82, 82 High Street, Harpenden, Herts ALS 2SP.
01582 764246. Fax 01582 467022. ATC, AVI, Arcam,
Aura, Audiolab, B&0O, Denon, Epos, Marantz, Mission,
Naim Audio, Nakamichi, Quad, NAD etc. Quiet single
speaker dem room. Appts nec. Home trial, free
installation. Service dept. Visa, Access and finance
terms. 9-5.30 Mon-Sat.

RAOLET AUDIO, 9 Holywell Hill, St. Albans, Herts, AL1
1EV. Tel. 01727 855577. Mark Levinson, Proceed,
Proac, Tube Technology, Teac, Audiolab, Stax, ATC,
Audio Alchemy, EAR, Sumiko, Quad, JBL, Denon, Creek,
Micheil, Micromega, XLD, Alchemist, B&W, Ruark, LFD
and many others. Home trial facilities, free installation,
Service Dept., Visa/Access, Dpen 9.30 - 5.30 Mon - Sat.

SEVENDAKS HI-Fl, 478 St Albans Road, Watford, Herts.
(01923) 213533. The UK's leading independent Hi-Fi
and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality
products for discerning customers. Open six days, with
dedicated singte speaker and audio visual demonstration
rooms. Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance
available (details upon request), home trial and
installation by arrangement. Major brands stocked
inciude Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio,
Quad, Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

HUMBERSIDE

Zen Audio Georrge Street Hull Tel. 01482 587397.
“Comfortable listening rooms. Home dems. Free
installations. Agencies include: Audiolab, Audio
Innovations, Aura, Audion, Denon, ONM, D.P.A,, Cable
Talk, Heybrook, JPW, Kar, Neat Petite, Micromega,
Michelt, Harmon Kardon, Impulse, Ruark, Rotel, Royd,
Sugden and many more.”

KENT

THE LINN STUOIO, Sondek LP12° Knekt* Karik* Kairn®
Klout* Kremlin® Keltik* Kaber *Keiledh* Numerik*
Tukan* Wakonda* Majik* Mimik* LK100* Ekos* Kudos®
Arkiv* Brilliant* Lingo* Vahalla® Sekrit* Aktiv*...Dream
systems for everyone from £2,000 to £30,000+. A new
dealership from a specialist family business, established
in 1948. Outstanding service and facilities. Multi-room
specialist. 123 Snargate Street, Dover, Kent. CT17 9AP.
Tel: 01304 201525, Fax: 01304 240135.

KIMBERLEY HIF1, 193 Broadway. Bexleyheath, Kent. Tel
0181 3043272. Pioneer, Technics, Kenwood,, Marantz,
Denon, NAD, Aiwa, Tannoy, Mission, Rotel, Wharfedale,
Castle. Separate dem room, no appt necessary. free
installation, service dept, instant credit facilities. no early
closing.

V.J. HI-F, 29 Guildha!l St. Folkstone Kent Tel: 01303-
256860. Stockists of: Mission, Tannoy, J.B.L., Pioneer,
Philips, Aiwa, Marantz, Musical Fidelity, Quad, Yamaha,
Denon and much more besides. Full audio and home
cinema demonstration facilities. Fully bonded BADA
members.Interest free credit available (Subject to
status). Open Mon-Sat 9:00-6:00
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V.J. HI-FI, 119 High St Margate Kent Tel: 01843-
226977. Stockists of: Mission, Cyrus, Quad, Tannoy,
JB.L, Sound Effects Range, Musical Fidelity Yamaha,
Denon Meridian, Sound style and Target Equipment
Racks. Full audio and home cinema demonstration
facilities Fully bonded BADA members.Interest free
credit available (subject to status) Open Mon-Sat 9.00-
5:30

OOVER HI-F1, 43 High Street, Dover. Tel: 01304 207562.
Suppliers of quality hi-fi equipment including; Arcam,
Akai, Aura, B&W, Denon, Jamo, JPW, Mordaunt Short,
NAD, Panasonic, ProAc, Quad, Rotel, RuArc,TDL,
Technics, Tannoy. Part exchange. Listening room.
Service and repairs. Credit facilities. AccessAVisa. Open 6
days 9-5.30.

ELECTRICAL OISCOUNT CENTRE, EDC, 138 Pelham
Road Gravesend, Kent DA11 OJH. Tel: 01474 569601.
Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akai, JVC, Jamo.

ELECTRICAL OISCOUNT CENTRE, EDC, 109 The
Broadway Bexley Heath Kent DAG 7JH. TEL: 0181 298
7880. Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akai, JVC, Jamo.

SEVENOAKS HI-FI 28 St Johns Road, Tunbridge Weils,
Kent. Tel 01892 531543. The UK's leading independent
Hi-Fi and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality
products for disceming customers. Open six days, with
dedicated single speaker and audio visual demonstration
room. Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance available
(details upon request), home trial and installation by
arrangement. Major brands stocked include Arcam,
Audiolab, Castie, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, Quad, Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

SEVENOAKS HI-FI 4 Raitway Street, Chatham, Kent. Te!
(01634) 846859. The UK's leading independent Hi-Fi and
home cinema retailer, specialising in quality products for
discerning customers. Open six days, with dedicated
single speaker and audio visual demonstration rooms.
Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance available
{details upon request), home triat and installation by
arrangement. Major brands include Arcam, Audiolab,
Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Michell,
Mission, Monitor Audio, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, and
Yamaha.

SEVENOAKS HIFI 20a Lower Bridge Street, Canterbury,
Kent. Tel (012270 462787. The UK's leading
independent Hi-Fi and home cinema retailer, specialising
in quality products for discerning customers. Open six
days, with dedicated single speaker and audio visual
demonstration rooms. Major credit cards accepted, 0%
finance available (detaits upon request), home trial and
instaltation by arrangement. Major brands stocked
include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio,
NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, and Yamaha.

SEVENOAKS HI-FI,109-113 London Road, Sevenoaks,
Kent. (01732) 459555. The UK's leading independent Hi-
Fi and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality
products for disceming customers. Dpen six days, with
dedicated single speaker and audio visual demonstration
rooms. Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance
available (details upon request), home trial and
installation by arrangement. Major brands stocked
include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Mission,
Monitor Audio, Quad, Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

LANCASHIRE

MARTON MUSIC, 5 Masterson Ave, Read, Bumley BB12
7PLTed:- 01282 773198. Demonstrafions of stereo and AN
systems in large comfortable lounge using equipment from
AVI, ATC, RUARK, YAMAHA, MARANTZ, SEQUENCE, plus a
range of custom built speakers, including Transmission
Lines; home demo's encouraged before buying, free
installation when required. Agent for LIBERTY
INSTRUMENTS IMP/m and AUDIDSUITE loudspeaker
testing Systems. Ring amytime for appointment, free advice
or chat... we never close.

ORPHEUS AUDHO Standish, Lancs Tel: 01257 473175 See
our main entry under Greater Manchester

PRACTIAL HI-F), 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel:- 01772
883958. The audio visual specialist, expert advice,
instant demonstrations, best prices, instant free credit,
part exchange welcome. Extended warranty. Stockists of
Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, Sony, Technics, Onkyo,
Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, Kef, Jamo, Celestion, B&W.
Also stockists of LaserDiscs

PRACTICAL HI-FI, 84 Penny Street, Lancaster, LA1 1XN
Tel:- 01524 39657 - See our main entry under Lancaster.
PRACTICAL HI-F) , 33/35 Knowsley Street, Bolton,
Lancs Tel:- 01204 395789 - See our main entry under
Lancaster

PRACTICAL HI-F), 10 Preston New Road, Blackburn,
BB2 1AW Tek:- 01254 691104, See our main entry under
Lancaster
PRACTICAL Hi-FI , 81 Whitegate Drive, Blackpool, FY3
9DA Tel:- 01253 300599. See our main entry under
Lancaster.

NORMAN AU0I0,131 Friargate, Preston, Lancashire,PR1
2EE. Tel. 01772 253057 Fax. 01772 562731. Marantz,
Pioneer, Yamaha, Audiolab, Arcam, Mission, Cyrus, B &
W, Kef. Send for your catalogue. Home cinema dem room
plus three sales areas. No appt necessary, free install.
service dep. instant credit subject to status. Open 9.30-
5.30,late night Wed- 8pm.

LEICESTERSHIRE

ENCORE! Nr. Melton Mowbray. Tel. 01664 823282.
Sugden, Densen, Unison, Tube Technology, Ruark, UKD
Opera, Keswick Audio Research and Fi-Rax. As you can
see from our agencies, we are open-minded and able to
present diverse options for your appraisal. Unbiased and
unhurried d ations by apppoi incl.
evenings and weekends.

SEVENOAKS HI-FI 94 Granby Street, Leicester. Tel 0116
255 7518. The UK's leading independent Hi-Fi and home
cinema retailer, specialising in quality products for
discerning customers. Open six days, with a dedicated
single speaker and audio visual demonstration room.
Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance available
{details upon request), home trial and installation by
arrangement. Major brands stocked include Arcam,
Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotet, Ruark
and Yamaha.

CLASSIQUE SDUNOS, “Vintage Hi-fi Specialist™.
Stockists of: Garrard 301/401, Thorens, Quad, Leak,
Rega, Shirley Labs, Spendor, Wharfedale, Rogers,
Arcam, SME, Decca, Pioneer, UKD, Sugden, Musical
Fidelity, + much more.” Tel/ Fax Paut Greenfield on UK +
0116 283 5821 or 0802 213 740 (mabile) any - time
Classique Sounds, Classique House, 61 Aylestone Drive,
Leicester, LE2 8QE.

LINCOLNSHIRE

COTTAGE AUOIO, 17 Bridge Street, Saxilby, Nr Lincoln.
LN1 2PZ. Tel: {01522) 702834. Evenings: (01522)
696708. ATC, AVI, Chord amplifiers, Harbeth, LFD,
Michell, Drigin Live,Kinshaw, QED, Royd, Sansui.
Sequence, Something solid, Sonic Link, etc.
Demonstation rooms. Home trial facilities. Free
instatlations and above all a personal, friendly service.

LONDON

TIME & TUNEFor T.V, VideoHi-Fi, and in-Car Hi-Fi. we

HIFI EXPERIENCE, 227 Tottenham Court Road,London
W11. 0171 580 3535. Arcam, Audiolab, Mission, Cyrus,
Quad, Celestion, Kef, Meridian, Rogers, Tannoy,
Yamaha, TDL, Thorens, Marantz, Nakamichi, Musical
Fidelity and many more. Open 10.00-7,00 Mon-Fri. 9-6
on Sat. Service dept, Credit facilities, delivery and free
instaliation.

K J WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish St, London W1M
TLH. 0171 486 8262/63. Fax 0171 487 3452. Two Hi-Fi
& two home cinema dem studios. Appts pref. Home
trial. Installation by arrangement. Service dept. Major
credit cards. Interest free credit on selected items. Major
brands stocked: Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audio
Innovations, Audion, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W
Castle, Chord, DPA, Harbeth, Harman Kardon, KEF,
Klipsch, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, Michel,
Micromega, Mission, Musical Fielity, Nitty Gritty, Pink,
ProAc, Quad, Rel, Rotel, Sonus Faber, Stax, Tannoy,
Theta. Open 6 days.

THE LISTENING ROOMS, 161 Old Brompton Road,
London SW5 OLJ. (0171) 244 7750/59. Fax (071) 370
0192. Linn, Quad, Meridian, Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiotab,
Acoustic Energy, SME, Audio Research, Krell, Wadia,
Theta, Apogee, Martin Logan, Pioneer, Tannoy,
Systemdek, Stax, Pink Triangle, Michell, Monitor Audio,
Yamaha, Marantz, Kef, Bose, Celestion, Epos, Mission,
Denon, Neat Petite. Mon-Sat 10-6pm.

THE CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street London
W1P 1HH. Tel.(0171) 631 0472 Fax (0171) 436 7165.
Tues-Sat 10-6, Thurs 10-7. The specialists for the
highest quality of sound, for one room or many more.
Full advice & installation service available. Multiroom
specialists & worldwide mail order service. Brands
carried include: ATC, AVI, Rega, Naim, Mark
Levinson/Proceed Royd, and many more......

AUOIO T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead,
London, NW3 1SQ. (0171) 794 7848. Fax (0171) 431
3570. Great Hi-Fi from Adcom, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W,
Denon, Epos, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Mission,
Philips, Rotel, Proac, Micromega, Nakamichi, Yamaha, &
many more. Mon-Sat 10-6. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi.
Free defivery & instaltation. 30 day free upgrade scheme.
Home demonstrations. Part exchange. 2 listening
rooms. BADA Bonded.

ORANGES ANO LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, Battersea,
SW11. Tel: 0171 924 2040. Juicy fruit from London’s
freshest Hi-Fi / Home Cinema retailer, now in our second
year. Telephone demonstrations, or just pop in. All the
usual, i.e. friendly and efficient service, free home
installation, credit cards, 0% credit finance available,
plus...all the very best from Cable Talk, The Chord Co.,
Denon, Epos, Kef, Marantz, Micromega, NAD, Neat,
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle,
Stands Unique and more

ZEBRA. 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon. Tel:- 0181
- 688 2093. The UK's First and Finest Home Cinema
Store. 3 D ation Rooms. Laser Disc CRT and

are dealers of: Aiwa, Bose, Hitachi, Jamo, K }
Marantz, Mitsubishi, Nad, Panasonic, Pioneer, Sony,
Technics. For these and more come and see us at Time
& Tune, 218-220 Whitechapel Rd, London, E1 1BJ. Or
call 0171 377 2000

AUOIO CONCEPT, 27 Bond Street, Ealing, W5 5AS. Tel:
{0181) 567 8703. Acoustic Energy, Audiotab, Aura, B&D,
B&W, Boston Acoustics, Canon, Castle, Denon, Dual,
Evolution, Infinity, JPW, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Monitor
Audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, Quad,
Revox, Rogers, Rotel, Systemdek, Target, Teac,
Thorens, Van den Hul.Two dem rooms. Interest free
credit, free tocal delivery & installation, service
department. ‘Hi-Fi Specialists without the attitude’

AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead. {0171)
794-7848. Great Value on Aiwa, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W,
Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission,
Nakamichi, Rotel, Sony, Technics, Yamaha & many
more. Tues-Sat 10-6 Late Thurs until 8.00. 3 year Hi-Fi
guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. Home demonstrations.
PX. Selected Interest Free Credit. 2 listening rooms
BADA Bonded

AUOITORIUM, 119 Middlesex Street, Bishopsgate,
London E1 7JF. Tel: 0171 247 5000. Full range of
equipment from Arcam, Bang & Dlufsen, Cyrus, Denon,
Dynavector (amplifiers & cartridges), Epos, Kef,
Micromega (including 3.1, 2.1, transports, BS2, Pro2
DACs and Stage) Mission, Naim, Neat, REL, Shahinian,
Well Tempered Turntables, and Xlo. Open Monday to
Friday 10.30am to 7.00pm and Saturday 11.00am to
4.00pm. Two minutes walk from Liverpool Street Station

HIF)I & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise, London,
SW11 1EH. (0171) 223 1110. Denon, Tannoy, NAD,
Rotel, Bose, Oual, QED, Wharfedale,Jamo, Celestion,
Kenwood, Ortofon, Infinity, Shure, to name but a few!
Established over 29 yrs. Appts necessary. Service dept.
10-6 (closed Weds)

Projection TV Centre. Many brands stocked including
Arcam, Audiotab, Merdian, Lexicon, Kef, Pioneer, Rotel,
Yamaha, REL and Panasonic. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00pm. All
major credit cards accepted. Finance available. Evening
demonstrations by appointment

SELECT AUO0IO, London for Mirage, VPL, Ortofon
cartridges, Mark Levinson, Jeff Rowland, Proceed,
Sumiko Transfiguration, Magnepan, Lyra pius more, 3
single speakers Listening room by appointment only
Tel: 0181 986 8788 , 10-7pm closed wednesday.

SEVENOAKS HIF) 403 New Kings Road, Chelsea,
London. Tel 0171 352 9466. The UK's leading
independent Hi-Fi and home cinema retailer, specialising
in quality products for discemning customers. Open six
days, with a dedicated single speaker and audio visual
demonstration room. Major credit cards accepted, 0%
finance available (details upon request), home trial and
installation by arrangement. Major brands stocked
include Arcam, Audiofab, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Mission,
Moniter Audio, Quad, Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

SEVENOAKS HIF) 162 Powis Street, Woolwich, London
Tel 0181 855 8016. The UK's leading independent Hi-Fi
and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality products
for discerning customers. Open six days, with a dedicated
single speaker and audio visual demonstration room.
Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance available (details
upon request), home trial and installation by arrangement.
Major brands stocked include Arcam, Audiotab, Castle,
Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Monitor
Audio, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

ALPHABEC LTD, 392 Finchley Road, London, NW2 2HR.
Stockists of Bose, Boston, Clifford, Denon, Jamo, JVC,
Grundig, KEF, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, Sony, Vivanco
and Yamaha. Specialists in Multi-Room Installations

Full service facilities. Credit terms avaitable. Open Mon-
Sat 10am-6pm. Thurs 10am-1pm. Tel: 0171 431 9133.

GREATER MANCHESTER

THE AUOIO COUNSEL, 12 Shaw Road, Oldham,
Manchester OL1 3LQ Tel (0161) 633 2602 and 14
Stockport Road, Cheadle, Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428
7887. Linn, Arcam, Naim, Audio Research, Martin
Logan, Yamaha, Creek, Nakamichi, Oenon, JPW,
Marantz, Royd, Lexicon. 3 dem rooms, free install,
VISA/ACCESS Full multi-room and A.V. installation
10:00 - 5:30pm Mon-Sat, tiW 8:00 Thursday.

ORPHEUS AUDID, Less between you and the music ...
Arion Acoustics® Audiomeca (Piérre Lourné)® Audio
Alchemy*® Audio Note® Audio Synthesis® Burmester®
E.A.R* Cabasse® Campaign Audio Design® Chord
Electronics*Gamma Acoustics® Grado® Klipsch® Koss®
Trichord Research* Lieder* Origin Live® Ortofon®
Project * QED"® Teac* Triangle* YBA* Boulder* Acarian
Systems* Sonic Link* Beyer* Sennheiser* Audio Quest
* Demonstrations by arrangement in Standish , Lancs.
or in your own home without obligation Tet: 01257
473175 (evening calls welcome)

PRACTICAL HI-FI 65 Bridge Street, Manchester M3 38Q
Tel- 0161 839 8869 See our main entry under Lancaster

BILL HUTCHINSON HIFI, 50-52 Deansgate, Manchester M3
2FE. (0161) 832 1600. For the largest selection of HiFi and
audio visual equipment in the North West. Specialist AV.
demonstrations of the highest quality. Best prices
guaranteed. Minimum 2 year warranty and an optional 5 yr
guarantee available. Instant credit and mail order service on
offer throughout the U.K. Pioneer, Denon, Kenwood,
Yamaha, Technics, Marantz, Mission, Tannoy plus many
maore.

MERSEYSIDE

WIRRAL HIFI {(Audio Consultants) 17 Shore Bank,
Wirral, L62 1DB TelFax: 0151 645 4621. We believe in
value for money. That's why we only stock audio
equipment that has been carefully selected for its price,
build, & most important excellent sound quality.The
following manufacturers offer all this DPA, Gamma,
Kiyne, Magnum, Monarchy, Moth, Orelle, Rose, Teac,
Tube Technology, XLO, Audio Synthesis, Audio
Alchemy, Audio Valve, Arion, Base, CR, Castle,
Dynaudio, Electrofluidics, Heybrook, SD Acoustics,
Triangle. For friendly advice, free local delivery &
installation, demonstration facilities by appointment.

MIDDLESEX

AUOIO T, 159A Chase Side, Enfield. (0181) 367-3132.
Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Linn,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Rotel, Yamaha
and many more. Mon-Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-
Fi Qurantee. Free delivery & installation. 30 day free
upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX. Selected Interest
Free. 2 Listening Rooms. Home Cinema Specialists.
BADA Bonded.

MUSICAL IMAGES, 45 High Street, Hounslow,
Middlesex. Tel.(0181) 569 5802. Fax. (0181) 569 6353.

MUSICAL IMAGES, 173 Station Road, Edgeware,
Middlesex. Tel. (0181) 952 5535 . Fax. (081) 952 5535.
Most brands available - see full page advert. Interest free
credit, ask for details. Demo rooms. Repairs & Service.
Sunday opening - Open all week. A Home Cinema
Specialist. Mail order. Part exchange.

AU0I0 T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield. (0181) 367-3132.
Great Value on Aiwa, Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Cyrus,
Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission,
NAD, Nakamichi, Rotel, Sony, Yamaha & many more.
Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee
30 day free upgrades. PX. Selected Interest Free. 2
listening rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BADA
Bonded

SEVENOAKS HIFI 7 Genotin Road, Enfield, Middlesex.
Tel 0181 342 1793. The UK's leading independent Hi-Fi
and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality
products for disceming customers. Open six days, with
dedicated single speaker and audio visual demonstration
rooms. Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance
available (details upon request), home trial and
installation by arrangement. Major brands stocked
include Arcam, Audiolab, Castie, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Michell, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, Quad,
Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

NORFOLK
BASICALLY SOUNO, The Oid School, School Road, Bracon
Ash (Nr Norwich), Norfolk, NR14 8HG.Tet:(01508) 570

829. Stockists of the following leading Hi-Fi:Arcam,
Audiolab, Audio Alchemy, Denon, Naim, Epos, Micromega,
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Heybrook, Nakamichi, Rotel, Royd, TOL, Beyer, Grado,
Sennheiser, Oynavector, and more.Bada members, 2
comprehensive demo rooms.

NORTHAMPTON

CLASSIC HI-FI, At Classic Hi-Fi we cover the best in
quality sounds. Be it a question of taste, a question of
balance or a question of price, we're the ones to help.
We stock: Marantz, Nad, Pioneer, Aura, Yamaha,
Heybrook, LFD, Sugden, Rotel, Kenwood, B & W, Kef,
Rogers, Monitor Audio, JPW, Shearne Audio, Royd,
Audio Alchemy, Teac and many more. For more details
call: 01536 310855

THE AUDID SHOP, 6 Hill Street, Raunds, Northants, NN9
6NN. Tel: 01933 622325. Rotel, Denon, Marantz,
Philips, Kinshaw, Moth, Pro-ject, Royd, TOL, JPW, Bose,
Wharfedale, Goldring, Ortofon, Chord Co., Van Den Hul,
Audioquest, QED, Sound Drg., Beyer, Sennheiser, etc.
Service dept., Home Demos., Free Installation, Easy
Parking, Open 9:30am to 5:30pm (closed Wednesdays).

LISTEM INN, 32 Gold Street, Northants NN1 1RS. Tel.
01604 37871, Fax 0604 601430. Nairn, Linn, Rega,
Audolab, Arcam, Cyrus, Royd, Nakamichi, Mission,
Denon, Rotel, Nad, Heybrook, Marantz, Chord Co. etc.
elc., Dpen 10.00 - 5.30 {Closed Thurs)

THE AUDIO SHOP, HI-Fi Specialists. Appointed stockists
of:- Ariston, Creek, Denon, Dual, Goodmans, JPW,
Mordaunt-Short, Rotel, Royd, Tannoy. 6 Hill Street,
Raunds, Northamptonshire. Tel:- 01933 622325

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

PETER ELLIS AUDID, 29 KIRKGATE NEWARK NDTTS
NG24 1AD TEL 01636 704571.Castle. Arcam, Sugden,
Tannoy, T.D.L., Musical Fidelity, Heybrook, Morduant
Short, Teac, Marantz, Stemfoort, Yamaha, Denon, +
more - Demo room, P-ex, Service Dept, free installation.
Access, Visa, Amex, Switch. Mon - Sat 9.00-5.30 closed
Thus pm.

CHANTRY AUDID, 18-18a Eldon Street, Tuxford, Nr
Newark, Notts, NG22 OLH. Tel. 01777 870372. Pink
Triangle, Absolute Sounds, Micromega, DPA, Alchemist,
CO developments, SME, Meridian, Ruark, Rotel/Michi,
Audion, Monitor Audio + much more. Three demo rooms
inc. Home Cinema, home trial, free installation, service
dept. Access, visa, credit facilities, Mail order, Mon-Sat
9.30-6.00, Sun and evenings by appointment.

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton Road,
Nottingham. Tel:- 01602 786919. Dver 25 years
experience, superb demo rooms, exiensive range, free
parking. Mon-Sat 3-5.30

OXFORDSHIRE

AUDID T, 19 0Id High Street, Headington, Dxford
(01865) 65961. Great Value on Aiwa, Arcam, Audiolab,
Cyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega,
Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics, Yamaha
& more. Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. Thurs until 8.00. 3
year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. PX. Selected
Interest Free. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema. BADA
Bonded.

OVERTURE HIFI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, Dxfordshire.
Tel: 01295 272158. Consult the experts for the best
advice on matters Audio. Choose from Arcam,
Audioquest, Bose, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Kef, Linn,

Mission, Naim, Nakamichi, Quad, Yamaha, 2 to 5 year

warranty. Installation specialists. Superb demonstration
facilities. Dpen six days. Members of the Guild of Master
Craftsmen and BADA.

WESTWODD & MASON, 46 George Straet, Oxford. Tel.
01865 247783, Creek, Marantz, Naim, Arcam, Rotel,
Rega, Epos, Tannoy, Mission, Nakamichi, Denon, Aiwa,
Quad, Yamaha, Monitor Audio. Dpen 9.30-5.00pm. Dem
room. Closed Thursdays.

ASTLEY AUDID LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford (3 miles
from Berkshire border). 01491 839305. Aura, B&W,
Technics, Panasonic, Pioneer, Kenwood, Sony, Yamaha,
Denon, Dual, Marantz, Mission, Tannoy. 1 fistening room.
Home trial, free installation. Service department. Access,
Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tues-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5.
Records & COs stocked.

SEVENOAKS HIFI 41 St Clements, Oxtord. Tel 01865
241773, The UK's leading independent Hi-Fi and home
cinema retailer, specialising in quality products for
discerning customers. Open six days, with dedicated
single speaker and audio visual demonstration rooms.
Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance available
(details upon request), home triat and installation by
arrangement. Major brands stocked include Arcam,
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Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Ruark
and Yamaha.

SHROPSHIRE

SHROPSHIRE HIF, St Michae! Street, Shrewsbury,
Shrops, SY1 2ES. Tel. 01743 232065. Stockists of
Musical Fidelity, Mordaunt Short, Sony, Kenwood,
Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, B&W, Proac. Audio Visual.
Products available. Open 9.30 - 5.30pm Mon-Sat.

W. Owen Est 1901 58 Market Street Dakengates Telford
Shropshire Tel. 01952 613818. “Audio/Video specialists.
Pioneer, Reference Piont, Kenwood, Sony, Akai, B & W,
Bose. Dolby Pro-Logic Specialist- 16:9 screens in stock.
Free installations and home deliveries.”

STAFFORDSHIRE

ACTIVE AUDIO, 95, Stafford Street, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent,
Staffs. Tel: 01782 214994, Fax: 0782 283346. We have four
studios including a dedicated Audio Visual studio for the
demonstration of quality equipment from the largest range
in the Midlands. Dpen six days per week. Dwn service
department, Free local delivery, home trial facility. Current
special offers and buyers fact pack and quotation service on
request.

ACTIVE AUDID, 29, Market Street, Tamworth, Staffs. Tel:
01827 53355. Fax: 0827 59513. We have two studios
including a dedicated Audio Visual studio for the
demonstration of quality equipment from the largest range
in the Midlands. Dpen six days per week. Dwn service
department. Free local delivery, rome trial facility. Current
special offers and buyers fact pack and quotation service on
request.

SUFFOLK

AUDID IMAGES, 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield, South
Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR33 6JL. Telfax: 01502 582853.
Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castle, Rotel, Moth, JPW,
Sugden, Mission, Project, Denon, Yamaha surround
sound. Audio Innovations, plus the amazing ROTHWELL
range. Separate dem room, no appts nec. 10-6.30 Tues-
Thurs, 7pm Fri. 6pm Sat.

SIGNALS Martlesham Heath, Ipswich.Tel:(01473)
622866 see display advertisement for brands.
Turntables, high end CO drives/DAC's as well as
integrated players, valve and solid state amplification,
wide range of cables and loudspeakers. Home
demonstrations/equipment trial service. Please
telephone for directions and to book appointment.

BURY AUDID, 47 Churchgate Street, Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk, IP33 1RG. Tel. 01284 724337. Arcam, Audio
Alchemy, Heybrook, Marantz, Michell, Meridian, Nakamichi,
Pink Triangle, Quad, Rotel, Sonus Faber, Stax., Tube
Technology,. Single speaker dem room. Free install. Credit
facilities. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00, closed Wed. Evening dems by
appointment.

EASTERN AUDID, 41 Bramford Road, Ipswich, Tel.
01473 217 217. Fax 0473. 215705. Quad, Arcam,
Audiolab, Meridian, Mission, Denon, Rotel, Marantz,
NAD, Sony, Rogers, Nakamichi, Systemdek, Technics,
Celestion, B&W, Tannoy, Morel Thorens and Top Tape.
Also stock a wide range of accessories. usval credit
facilities. A BADA dealer.

ANGLIA AUOI0 Dedicated to tcp quality HiFi since 1971.
Near Beyton Bury St Edmunds IP30 9AZ. Quality
systems built to your specification. Telephone
(01359)270212. Dpen 9-6 closed Thursday. Dpen other
times by appointment and evening dems can be
arranged.

SEVENDAKS HI-FI, 47 Churchgate Street, Bury St
Edmunds, Suffolk. {01284) 753776. The UK's leading
independent Hi-Fi and home cinema retailer, specialising
in quality products for discerning customers. Dpen six
days, with dedicated single speaker and audio visual
demonstration rooms. Major credit cards accepted, 0%
finance available (details upon request), home trial and
installation by arrangement. Major brands stocked
include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Mission,
Manitor Audio, Quad, Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

SURREY

SPALDINGS HI-FI, 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd.,
Croydon, Surrey. 0181 654 1231/2040. 3 dem rooms
and home dem. Free installation/credit. Linn, Naim,
Quad, Arcam, Audiofab, Mission, Denon, Tannoy,
Marantz, Ruark. Mon-Sat 9-6, Tues 3-8, . Service dept.
(3 Dem rooms incl. A.V. 0% credit)

PJ HiFI, The HIF) Shop, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford,
Surrey GU1 4RY. Tel. (01483) 504801. 9-6 Mon-Sat.
Linn, Meridian, Rega, Arcam, Quad, Revox, Musical
Fidelity, Rotel, NAD, Nakamichi, Marantz, KEF, Reference
ete.

ROGERS HIFI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey,
(01483)61049. Aiwa, Creek, Denon, Dual, JPW, Marantz,
Dnix, Pioneer, Systemdek, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac. Dem
facilities available, no appts necessary, free installation,
service dept. Access/Visa. Instant credit upto £1,000
subject to status. Monday-Saturday, 9.30-6pm, later by
appt.

SURREY HIFI, 45 High Street, Godstone, Surrey, RH9
8LS. (01883) 744755. Specialist Hifi outlet,
demonstration room and parking available. Quad,
Audiolab, TDL, Tube Technology, Rel Acoustics,
Nakamichi, Kef, Thorens, Musical Fidelity, Van Den Hul
cables, Bose, Sennheiser, Beyer headphanes, Marantz,
Denon, Michell, Van den Hul, Musical Fidelity, Tannoy,
Target, JPW. Single speaker dem rooms. Free
installation service dept, Access /Visa Mastercard. Dpen
9-6pm. Closed alt day Wednesday.

SEVENDAKS HI-FI 369-373 London Road, Croydon,
Surrey. Tel 0181 665 1203. The UK's leading
independent Hi-Fi and home cinema retailer, specialising
in quality products for discerning customers, Open six
days, with dedicated single speaker and audio visual
demonstration rooms. Major credit cards accepted, 0%
finance available (details upon request), home trial and
installation by arrangement. Major brands stocked
include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Micheil, Micromega, Mission,
Monitor Audio, Quad, Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

SEVENDAKS HIFI 73b North Street, Guildford, Surrey.
Tel 01483 36666. The UK's leading independent Hi-Fi
and home cinema retaiter, specialising in quality
products for discerning customers. Dpen Six days, with
dedicated single speaker and audio visual demonstration
rooms. Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance
available (details upon request), home trial and
instaltation by arrangement. Major brands stocked
include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF, Maraniz,
Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio,
Quad, Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

SEVENDAKS HIF) , 43 Fife Road, Kingston, Surrey.
(0181) 547 0717. The UK's leading independent hi-fi and
home cinema retailer, specialising in quality products for
discerning customers. Dpen six days, with dedicated
single speaker and audio visual demonstration rooms.
Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance available
{details upon request), home trial and installation by
arrangement, Major brands stocked include Arcam,
Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, NAD, Pioneer,
Quad, Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

SUSSEX (EAST)

THE POWERPLANT “Brighton’s Leading Hifi Shop”. 66
North Street, Brighton, Tel. 91273 775978. Comfortable
listening rooms. Knowledgeable and approachabie staff.
Roksan, Micromega, Exposure, Audiolab, Epos, Rotel,
Marantz, Cyrus, Regal, Arcam, Mission and more.

ADAMS & JARRETT, Hi-Fi and Home Cinema Specialist.
Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road, St. Leonards-
on-Sea, E.Sussex. (01424) 437165/432398. Stockist of
quality equipment including: Audio Innovations,
Meridian, KEF, Ruark, Marantz, NAD, JBL, Royd, Dali,
Jamo, Onkyo, Rel, Traget, Cable Talk, Technics, Yamaha,
Kenwood. Air conditioned listening rooms, on site
service and repair facilities.

SEVENDAKS HI-FI 55 Preston Street, Brighton, Sussex.
Tel 01273 733338. The UK's leading independent hi-fi and
home cinema retailer, specialising in quality products for
discerning customers. Dpen six days, with dedicated
single speaker and audio visval demonstration rooms.
Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance available (details
upon request), home triai and installation by arrangement.
Major brands stocked include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle,
Denon, KEF, Marantz, Mesidian, Michell, Micromega,
Mission, Monitor Audio, Quad, Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

SUSSEX (WEST)

HEATHERDALE AUDID LTD. 202 Findon Road, Worthing,
Sussex, Tel:- 01903 872288 or 0860 660001 eves. Three
comfortable demonstration lounges where you can
audition; Audionote, Krell, Audio R , Klipsch,
Martin Logan, Apogee, Sonus Faber, Theta, S.M.E.
Copland, Voyd, Magneplanar, E.M.F., Lumley Reference,
Creek, Rotel, Heybrook, Clearaudio. Phone for used
stock list.

“We are the South Coast's Premier Hi-Fi Specialist’

TYNE & WEAR

FERROGRAPH SPARES & SERVICES,Reel to reel tape
recorder servicing facilities,spare part and refurbished
equipment suppliers.Main brands supported: Ferrograph
and Revox.. In total, around 90% of the entire range of
Ferrograph spare parts are slill available from stock. Dur
service department also covers all Ferrograph recorders
from the range. Call today for further information. Suite 7,
Cookson House, River Drive, South Shields, Tyne and

Wear, NE33 1JX. Tel: 0191 427 7774 Fax:0191 427
5566 E-mail lee@ferrograph.win-uk.net.
WARWICKSHIRE

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE 12 Regent St, Rugby, Warwks
CV21 2QF. Tel: 01788 540772. Agents for: Arcam,
Audiolab, Aiwa, Castle, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Dual,
Kef, Heybrook, Mission, Marantz, Meridan, Mordaunt-
Short, NAD, Quad, Rotel, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha & many
more. @ year warranty on all hi-fi seperates. 2
Demonstration rooms, Home Trials, All Major Credit
Cards Accepted, Mail Drder Welcome. Ring Now For
Keenest Prices. Dpen Monday - Saturday 9-5.30. If We
Haven't Got It it's Probably Not Worth Having.

WEST MIDLANDS

MUSIC MATTERS, 363 Hagley Road, Edgbaston,
Birmingham, B17 8DL. Tel 0121 429 2811. Roksan,
Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab,Kenwood, DPA, Tannoy,
Royd, Heybrook, Michell, Pansonic, Aura, Celestion,
Musical Fidelity, Mission/Cyrus, Meridian, Kef, Monitor
Audio, Pink Triangle, Ruark, Epos, Exposure,
Pioneer.and many, many more! 2 single speaker dem
rooms. Appts necessary. Home trial facilities and free
install. Service dept. AccessVisa/instant credit upto
£1,000. Interest free credit available also. Tues -Sat
10.30-5.30pm, Late night Thurs open -7pm. Check out
the new branch in Solihul - Phil works there so it can't
be bad!. 0121 742 0254

FIVEWAYS HI-FIDELITY LTD. 12 Islington Row,
Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 1LD. 0121 4550667.
Arcam, ATC, Audioquest, Audio Technica, AV1, Beyer,
Cable Talk, Castle, Chord, CRD (Valve), Denon, Dual,
Kiipsch, Michell, Nakamichi, Drtofon, QED, Quad, Revox,
Sennheiser, Sequence Design, SME, Spendor, Target,
TOK, TOL, Thorens, Trilogy (Valve) etc. Keith Monks
Record Cleaning Machine. Closed Mongays.

SOUND ACADEMY, The ultimate experience for those
seeking HiFi. Ac. En., Arcam, Audiotab, AudioQuest, B&W,
Bose, Chord, Cyrus, Cable tak, DPA, Epos, Kef ref, Marantz,
Meridian, Mission, Mus. Fid, Nacamichi, Drtofon, Project,
Quad, Roksan, Tube Tech, Rotel, Micromega, KAR,
Kenwood, Lexicon, Cannon, Celestion, Beyer & more, 3
Single speaker dem. room on two fioors incl. AV Cinema.
Open 6 days a week. Mon-Sat. AW major credit cards taken.
Part exchange, enquiries weicome. Just off the high Street,
Bloxwich, Walsall, W. Midiands. Tel. 01922 493499, (ample
free parking)

AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Boldmere Road, Sutton
Coldfield, West Midlands, Tel. 0121 354 2311, Audio
Innovations, B&D, Castle, QED, Wharfedale. Single
speaker demo, appts preferred, service available,
installations, B&0 link install, home trials, Access/Visa,
interest free credit available subject to status. 9.30-
6.00pm 6 days.

GRIFFIN AUDID,94 Bristol St., Birmingham, Tel, 0121
622 2230/0121 692 1359.Tues-Sat 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Enjoy
music at home with a system from Griffin Audio. We
demonstrate and install the very best hi-fi, with systems
from £500 to £25,000. Ask for Bab, Tim or Alex. Linn,
Naim, Shahinian, Quad, Arcam, Rega, Denon, Marantz,
Rote!.

ELECTRD CENTRE, 244 Soho Rd, Handswaorth,
Birmingham. Tel 0121 554 1878. Full range of HiFi;
Pioneer, Technics, Kenwaod, JVC, Sony, Aiwa, Akai,.
“Guarenteed the lowest prices in the UK". 24hr Mail
Drder facility available.

FRANK HARVEY HI FI EXCELLENCE. 163 Spon Street
Coventry Tel: 01203 525200 Fax: 01203 631403
Audiolab - Audio Alchemy-Atacama Aura - Arcam -
Audio Quest - Alphason - Apollo - Bang & Olufson - Base
- Castle - Canon - Cable Talk - Celestion - Chord - Cyrus
- Denon - Dual Foundation - Heybrook - IX0S - Kef
Reference - JBL - JPW - Jamo - Kenwood - Lasor Disc
Marantz - Meridian - Monitor Audio - Micromega -
Mission - Michell Gyrodek Monster - Morduant Short -
Musical Fidelity - Nakamichi - NAD - Ortofon - Onkyo -
Panasonic - Pioneer - Polk Audio - Quad - QEO - REL -
Rega - Revolver - Rogers - Rotel - Royd - Sennheiser -
Systemdek - Target - Teac - Technics - Tannoy - Thorens
- TOL - Van Den Huf - Wessex - Yamaha Much Much
More In Store on 3 Floors 4000 SQ Feet with 3 Dedicated
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Hi Fi Demo Rooms of the very Best Hi Fi Plus 2 AV
Demo Rooms. Nice staff Nice coffee. Appts Nec. Service
Dept. Free Install & Home Trial. All Credit Facilities. Plus
Interest Free Credit. Open 9.30am to 5.30pm Monday to
Saturday.

WILTSHIRE

AUDID T, 60 Fleet Street, Swindon. (01793) 538222.
Great Value from Aiwa, Arcam, Audiolab, Oenon, Linn,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAQ, Naim,
Nakamichi, Rotel, Sony, Technics, Yamaha & many
more. Tues-Sat 9.30-6. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free
delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrades. Home
demonstrations. PX. Setected Interest Free Credit. 2
listening rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BADA
Bonded,

WORCESTERSHIRE

ENGLISH AUDID, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford, HR4
0DG. (01432) 355081. Arcam, A.T.C., Audiolab, Audion,
B&W, Castle, Gelestion, Cyrus Centre, Denon, Exposure,
KEF, Marantz, Michi, Micromega,, Mission, Musical
Technology,, NAD, Nakamichi, Pink Triangle, Pioneer,
REL, Rotel,Ruark, John Shearne, SME, Stax, Systemdeck
TDL, Yamaha. Single speaker dem room, home trial
facilities, free installation, service dept, Access/Visa,
Credit arranged. Open Mon-Sat, 9.30-5.30pm .BADA
members.

SPAINS HI-FI 2 & 2a New Rd, Bromsgate Worc's Tel;
01527 872460. Aura, Apollo, Audioguest, B&W, Denon,
Harmon Kardon, JBL, JVC, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz,
Mission, NAD, Nakamichi, Onkyo, Pioneer, QED, REL,
Revolver, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Thorens,
etc. 2 Demonstration Rooms, Home Cinema Speciafists,
0% Finance available on selected products, Part
Exchange welcome, on site service dept; wide range of
television, video, mini systems etc. in stock.

COLORAMA H-FI, 27 Kingfisher Walk, Kingsfish

Monitor Audio, Mordant Short, Pickering, Pink
Triangle, Pioneer, Quad, Rogers, Systemdek, Tannoy,
Technics, Heybrook, TDL, Thorens, Dual and lots
more. Dem Rooms 4. (3 by appointment). Superb
showrooms. 2 yr guarantee on all hifi products. Appts.
as above. Home trial facilities, free install. service dept.
Qualified and experienced staff, over 25 yrs experience.
12 mths interest free credit. 10.30-5.30 Mon-Sat.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

MDORGATE ACOUSTICS - 8 Westgate Chambers,
Rotherham Tel: 01709 370666, 184 Fitzwilliam Street,
Sheffield Tel: 01142 756048 - Audio Alchemy, Atacama,
Arcam, Audio Lab, Audio Quest, Beyer, Bose, Canon,
Castle, Cyrus, Celstion, Oenon, Jamo, John Shearn
(Amplifiers), Linn, Marantz, Mission, REL (Sub
Woofers), Rogers (Speakers & Ampilfiers), Royd,
Sennheiser, Spendor, Tannoy *D*, T.D.L., Technics,
Yamaha. Oemo rooms (6), Home Cinema, Access, Visa,
Switch, Interest free credit (details available upon
request), up to 5 years guarantee,

HIFI STUDIOS DONCASTER The best range of quality
Hi-Fi in the north of England - Unison valve amps and
phono stages, Michell Gyrodec and Orbe - Alchemist
amplifiers, Electrocompaniet, Sugden, John Shearne
ampiifiers. TOL, Audio Aichemy, Proac, Ruark, Castle,
Teac, Impulse Horns, Oensen Amplifiers, Apogee,
Stemfoort, Kinshaw, Pink Triangle, Morel Speakers,
Heybrook, Monitor Audio, Harbeth, Keswick Audio
Research Speakers, AMC, CR Developments {Valves),
Art Audio (Valves), REL Subwoofers, Exposure, Target,
Sonic Link, Chord, Audio Quest + Yamaha & Klipsch
Home Cinema Demonstrations. BADA members. Phone
Jeff or Neil on 01302 781387

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

AUOI0 REFLECTIONS: For friendly advice from one of
the UK's longest established, truly independent audio

Centre, Reddiitch, Worcs B97 4EY (01527) 597260.
Aura, NAD, Onkyo, Kenwood, Denon, TOL, Polk Audiio,
B&W, Tannoy. Full Pro-logic products. In-store
iintegraated dem facilities. No appts required, service
dept. Access, Visa. Open 9-5.30, closed Thursdays.

SEVENOAKS HI-FI 2 Reindeer Court, Worcester. Tel
(01906) 612929. The UK's leading independent Hi-Fi and
home cinema retailer, specialising in quality products for
discerning customers. Open six days, with dedicated
single speaker and audio visual demonstration rooms.
Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance available (details
upon request), home trial and i ion by

. Audition some of the worlds finest
equipment. Chord pre-power amps, Spendor, SP9/1,
SP7/1, SP172, SP2/3, ATC, AVI, Sumo, Castle, Harbeth,
Chameieon, Bryston, TEAC, van den hul etc.
Demonstrations by arrangement in Leeds, or in your
own home without obligation. For further detailscontact
“John Bieakley. Phone/Fax Leeds (0113) 252 8850
{evening calls welcome.) Generous part exchange and
second hand equipment available.

PREMIER AUOIO, Barnsley (01226) 382530. A brand
new company offering a range of exciting Audiophile
products carefully selected and professionally

arrangement. Major brands stocked include Arcam,
Audiolab, Castie, Denon, Epos, KEF, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, Quad, Rotel, Royd,
Ruark and Yamaha,

Midiand Audio Exchange 181, Franche Road,
Kidderminster, Worcs, DY11 5AD. Tel. 01562 822236
Mobile. 0421 605966.0pen seven days a week, 9.30am
to 6.30pm. By appointment. Evening demos arranged.2
demo rooms, home demos. Part exchange always
welcome,service facility, free defivery. Analogue Hi-End
specialist. Agencies include Rokan,Rega, NAD, KEF,
Aura, Nakamichi, B+W + many more.Access and Visa
finance on request.

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersly Road,
Worcester WR3 7HA. Tel 01905 458046, Fax. 0905
457585. Naim, Rega, Rotel, Marantz, Nakamichi, NAD,
Audiolab, Roksan, Meridian, B&W, Audio Research,
Keell, Martin Logan, Arcam. 9-5.30 Mon-Sat, eve's by
appt only. Free

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)

HARROGATE HI-FI 15 Commercial Str, Harrogate, N
Yorks. (01423) 504274. One of the best ranges of
quality hi-fi in the North of England including: Lumley
valve amplification, Audio Research, Musicial Fidelity,
Martin Logan, Sonus Faber, Castle, Orelle, Michell,
Ruark, Stax, Copland, Tannay, NAD, Alchemist, Onkyo,
Rotel, Marantz, Quad ESL, Lexicon, Project,
Silversounds, Cogan Hall, DNM. Home cinemadems.
Home dems (appts not aiways req'd). Service Dept. All
major credit cards accepted. Credit facilities available.
Open 10-6pm. Why? Because music matters.

THE SOUND ORGANISATION (YORK) 2b Gillygate,
York, Y03 Tel. (01904)627108. Linn, Meridian,
Micromega, Naim, Rega, Arcam, Creek, Nakamichi,
Mission, Denon, Epos, Royd, Rotel. 3 single speaker
dem rooms, appts. preferred, home trial facilities, free
install, service dept. Credit facilities on request.
Access/Visa, 10.00am-5.30pm. Tues-Sat. Sony dealer
award nominated ‘86, '87 and '88.

VICKERS HIFI, 24 Gillygate, York. (01904) 629659.
Audio Innovations, A, E, Audiolab,Beyer, Harmon
Kardon, JBL, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Michell, Mission,
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d ated. E includes Audio Synthesis,
Chord Company, Classé, Cabie Talk, DPA, EAD,
Exposure, Harbeth, Kora, Mirage, Myryad,Orelle,
Trichord and many others. Demonstration facilities,
Home d rations & Free installation. Part
Exchange & Used Equipment Avallable. Telephone for
details and Opening Offers.

BILL HUTCHINSON HIF), 26-28 Woodhouse Lane,
Leeds (01532) 427777. For the largest selection of HiFi
and audio visual equipment in the Yorkshire, Specialist
A.V. demonstrations of the highest quality, Best prices
guaranteed. Minimum 2 year warranty and an optional
5 yr guarantee available. Instant credit and mail order
service on offer throughout the U.K. Pioneer, Denon,
Kenwood, Yamaha, Technics, Marantz, Mission,
Tannoy plus many more.

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross Church St,
Huddersfield. (01484) 544668. B&W, Cyrus, Kenwood,
Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical Fidelity, Quad, Audio
Lab, Marantz, Mission, ect. Dem facilities -
appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 9-8. Closed
Wed. Free installation, credit facilities. Access, Visa.

AUDIO PROJECTS, 45 Headingley Lane, Leeds 6. Tel:
{0113) 2304565. Linn, Arcam, Quad, Audiolab, Musical
Technology, Teac efc. Installation. Home Trials. Home
Cinema, Multi-room. Tues-Fri 9.30-6.00, Sat 10.00-5.00.

ASTON AUDIO, 19 Crossgate, Otley, Leeds. LS21 1AA
01943 467689. Products: Naim, Arcam, Audiolab,
Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Meridian, Micromega, MF, Mission,
Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, TOL & other leading brands.
Demonstration Rooms, Installation Service, Interest Free
Credit. Acess, Visa, Open Tues - Sat.

SCOTLAND

LOTHIAN

BILL HUTCHNISON HiFI, 43 South Clark Street,
Edinburgh. (0131) 667 2877. For the largest selection
of HiFi and audio visual equipment in Lothian Specialist
A.V. demonstrations of the highest quality. Best prices

guaranteed. Minimum 2 year warranty and an optional
5 yr guarantee available. Instant credit and mail order
service on offer throughout the UK. Pioneer, Oenon,
Kenwood, Yamaha, Technics, Marantz, Mission,
Tannoy plus many more.

MUSIC MILL - 72 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh EH6
50G. Tel: 0131 555 3963. Stockists of Micromega,
Proac, Audio Innovations, Lumley Reference, Tube
Technology, DNM, B&W, Systemdek, Nottingham
Analogue, Nakamichi, Rehdeko, Dali, Crimson, Harmon
Kardon, Goldring, DPA, Royd, Alchemist, Beyer
Dynamic. Mon-Sat 10-6.00 pm by appt. Closed
Wednesdays. All Major Credit Cards Accepted. Contact
Fraser or Mark

GRAMPIAN

HDLBURN HI-FI, 441 Holburn Street, Aberdeen. Tel:
01224 585713, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion,
Oenon, Dual, Epos, Heybrook, ION, Kenwood, Creek,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Cyrus, M.S., NAD,
Nakamichi, Pioneer, QED, Quad, Revox, Rotel, Ruark,
Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha. 9.30-5.30 Mon-
Sat.

SEVENOAKS HI-FI, 491 Union Street, Aberdeen,
Grampian. (01224) 587070. The UK's leading
independent hi-fi and home cinema retailer, speciafising
in quality products for discerning customers. Open six
days, with dedicated single speaker and audio visual
demonstration rooms. Major credit cards accepted, 0%
finance available (details upon request), home trial and
installation by arrangement. Major brands stocked
include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, Quad,
Rotel, Ruark and Yamaha.

AYRSHIRE

THE SOUND FOUNOATION, The Sound Foundation, 22
Nelson Street, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire. KA1 1BA. (01563)
574185. Equipment by Sugden, Audio Note, ProAc,
Harbeth, Michell, Castle, Voyd, Trichord Research, Firax
and Stands Unique. Full credit facilities available, all
major credit cards accepted.

STRAITHCLYDE

STEREQ STEREO, 278 St Vincent Street, Glasgow,
Scotland. Tei 0141 248 4079. Closed Tuesday.
Installations throughout Scotiand. Credit facilities
available.

BILL HUTCHINSON HIFI, 43 Hope Street, Glasgow,
(0141) 248 2857, For the largest selection of Hifi and
audio visual equipment in South West. Scotland
Specialist A.V. demonstrations of the highest quality.
Best prices guaranteed. Minimum 2 year warranty and
an optional 5 year guarantee available. instant credit and
mail order service on offer throughout the U.K. Pioneer,
Denon, Kenwood, Yamaha, Technics, Marantz, Mission,
Tannoy plus many more.

STEREQ STEREQ 278 St Vincent Street, Glasgow, Tel:
0141 248 4079 E mail Stereo @ cix. compulink.co.uk
We will supply the most musical sound for your budget
and if you take the time to visit us we will take the time
to return the compliment with free installation of your
chosen equipment. Open 10-6.00pm closed Sunday,
Tuesday Installation Nation-wide Interest free credit
available

COILIN MACKENZIE'S HIFt CORNER 52 Gordon Street
Glasgow 0141 248 2840, Rose St Edinburgh 0131 220
1835, 1 Haddington Place, Edinburgh 0131 556 7901
and 44 Cow Wynd, Faikirk 01324 629011,

Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes, Meridian, etc. Most
major Brands stocked. Free five year guarantee on all
loudspeakers, keen prices.

JAMES KERR &Co., 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226
5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist, now
at new larger premises.

HIGHLANDS

THE MUSIC STATION, 49 Church Street, Inverness, IV
1DR. Tel: 01463 225523, Beyer Dynamic, Celestion,
Denon, Jamo, Kef, Kenwood, Misson, Marantz, Musical
Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony. Listening room, service
department, free local delivery, part exchange, full range
of credit facilities.

IRELAND

COUNTY DOWN

CLONEY AU0I0, 55 Main Street, Blackrock, Dubin, Tel,
2889449/2888477 Fax, 2834887 Products include: Arcam,
Classe, Philips, Rogers, Epos, B&W, Naim Audio, Meridian

and others. Open Tues/Sat 10am-6pm. Thurs/Fri il 9pm
Closed Mondays.

ASTON AUDIO, Unit 8, Kings Road Shopping Centre,
Kings Road, Belfast. (01232) 402220. Akai, Technics,
JVC, Samsung, Toshiba, Panasonic and many more.
Demos. Open Mon-Frid 10-8pm Sat 10-5pm

LONDONDERRY

ZEUS AUDID, 23a Kingsgate Street, Colraine, BT52 4LB.
Tel. (01265) 56634. Marantz, Mission Cyrus, Aiwa, Akai,
Alphason, Sony, Pink Triangle, Celestion, Rotel. Mon-
Sat 10-5.30pm. Closed Thurs,

WALES

NORTH WALES

ACTON GATE AUDIO. 4 Ruabon Road, Wrexham, North
Wales, Tel.01978 364500. Audio Visual Specialists.
Aiwa, Arcam, Aura, Bose, B&W, Beard, Canon,
Ceiestion, Castle, Denon, Jamo, Marantz, Michell,
Mission, Mordaunt Short, Pro-Ject, Musical Fidelity,
NAQ, Nacamichi, Micromega, QUAD, Radford, Rotel,
Rega, Ruark, Tannoy, Thorens, UKD, Yamaha, DSP Club
Member, Demo Room, installation service. Easy Parking
and Motorway access. All major credit cards accepted.
9.30 - 5.30 daily. Closed Weds pm.

ELECTRO TRADER, 19 Colwyn Crescent, Rhos on Sea,
Colwyn Bay, Clwyd, Wales, LL2B 4RN. (01492) 548932,
NOW APPQINTED SUGDEN DEALER FOR THE NORTH
WEST. Rotel, Yamaha, NAD, Harman, Kardon, Teac,
Alphason, Heco, infinity, KEF, JBL, Sugden, Tannoy,
Rotel Michi, Haybrook, Acoustic Research, RUarc and
Soundstyle tri-pod racks etc. Dem room appts.
preferred. Home trial. Free instail. Access, Visa, Open
9.30-1.00, 2.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

GLAMORGAN (SOUTH)

AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 134-6 Crwys Road Cardiff CF2
4NR, Tel. 01222 228565 Fax. 0222398201. All that's
best in hi-fi carefully selected and demonstrated by
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, in house workshops, full credit facilities with
interest free on selected items. Tuesday - saturday 9.00
-5.30. Closed monday.

GLAMORGAN (WEST)

AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High Street, Swansea, SA1 1LE.
Tel. 01792 474608 Fax. 0792 645087. All that's best in
hi-fi carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets.
Delivery and installation, home dems, part exchange, in
house workshops, full credit facilities with interest free
on selected items. Tuesday - saturday 9.00 - 5.30.
Closed monday.

MAIL ORDER

TOP TAPE, 1 Crystal Way, Eimgrove Road,Harrow,
Middlesex, HAT 2RJ. Tel: 0181 427 1404. The UK's
oldest and largest Tape Mail Order Service. TDK, Maxell,
Sony, Ampex audio cassettes plus Fuji, JVC, Konica,
Memorex, Scotch & TDK video tapes. Send for complete
fist of latest prices and offers including Video 8, VHS-C,
S-VHS, DAT, MiniDisc and Open Reel and tape
accessories including Allsop. Local Dealer Listing
available. Telephone orders on 081 427 1404
Mastercard, Visa & Switch accepted.

TO ADVERTISE IN

THIS SECTION FOR

JUST £10.00 PER

MONTH
CALL HI-FI WORLD
ADVERTISING SALES

ON 0171 289 3533

HI-FI WORLD
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If a common thread links this
month’s very diverse
recordings, it is that they all
have a clear purpose.
Whether it be music for the
soundtrack of one of the
year’s major films, or to

accompany the burial of a

French king, to affirm a belief

in the power of God and
nature, or merely to
demonstrate how period
performance can ailter the
perception of even the most

familiar pieces. |
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JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH

Suites for solo cello Nol in C
Major (after BWV1007); No2
in A minor (after BWV1008);
No4 in B flat Major (after
BWVI1010 transcribed for
lute).

Nigel North, lute.

Linn Records CKD049 (DDD/63.50)

NIGEL NORTH

BACH ON THE LUTE |
VOLUME THREE i

There is an impeccable precedent for
the ongoing tradition of transcribing the
works of Johann Sebastian Bach for
alternative instruments - no less than
the composer himself. Bach was a fertile
transcriber, especially for instruments
which history suggests he did not find
especially inspiring in the creative sense.
Surprisingly, despite its widespread
popularity throughout the musical
world of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, the baroque lute
was one such instrument.

Taking his cue from Bach, Nigel
North has now completed
transcriptions for lute of both the solo
violin sonatas and partitas, and the six

HI-FI WORLD

suites for solo cello (BWV1007-12), and
it has proved to be a highly satisfying
exercise. His recordings of the violin
transcriptions were released to
considerable critical acclaim on the Linn
label last year, and | would imagine
those of the cello suites - of which this
is the first volume - will be similarly
well-received.

Naturally, the success or failure of
any transcription rests with more than
the basic reworking of the notes. Is the
style or character of the original
unacceptably altered? Is its expressive
power diminished? With Nigel North’s
Bach, the answer to both questions is
emphatically, no. True, the very
different sonority of the lute has an
effect: cooler, perhaps, than the cello
original, but not noticeably less
engrossing or convincing. Much of this
is attributable to the intelligent and
sympathetic approach taken by Nigel
North in his transcriptions, but the
technical excellence and expressive
understanding of his playing also make a
substantial contribution.

Importantly, the nobility and
splendour of Bach’s conception is
retained, along with its rhythmic vitality
and a captivating translucency of
texture. Bach, you can but feel, would
have thoroughly approved of this most
recent perpetuation of the ancient art
of transcription, an art of which he was
an undisputed master. He would also
doubtless have relished the airy, limpid
and naturally-detailed sound engineered
by Philip Hobbs in St Martin’s Church,
East Woodhay. Altogether, a
thoroughly rewarding musical
experience.

PATRICK DOYLE

Sense and Sensibility -
original motion picture
soundtrack.

Tony Hymas, piano; Jonathan Snowdon,
flute; Richard Morgan, oboe; Robert
Hill, clarinet; Jane Eaglen, soprano;
orchestra conducted by Robert Ziegler.
Sony Classical SK62258 (DDD/42.57)

After graduating from the Royal
Scottish Academy of Music and Drama
in 1974, Patrick Doyle has enjoyed
considerable success as a composer for
radio, television, theatre and - most
notably - film. In 1987, he joined
Kenneth Branagh's Renaissance Theatre
Company as composer and music
director and went on to produce music
for the company's productions of
Hamlet, As You Like It and Much Ado
About Nothing.

He went on to compose the scores
for Kenneth Branagh’s films of Henry V,
Dead Again and Frakenstein, worked
with Brian de Palma on Carlito’s Way
and Mike Newall (Into the West) and,

classical
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LINN RECORDS

SPECIAL OFFER FROM LINN RECORDS! TOP QUALITY VINYL SPECIAL OFFER!

The following top quality titles are available
to HiFi World customers at the special price of ONLY £7
including postage and packing

LINN RECORDS

l Classical

J CKH 007 NEWLONDON CONSORT Columbus

| CKH 017 NEW LONDON CONSORT Elizabethan & Jacobean

i CKH 010 PALLADIAN ENSEMBLE An Excess of Pleasure
CKH 013 NIGEL NORTH Bach on the Lute Vol 1
CKH 029 NIGEL NORTH Bach on the Lute Vol 2
CKH 006 NIGEL NORTH The Baroque Lute

CKH 001 POLISH CHAMBER ORCHESTRA Live Concert

CKH 002 WILLIAM CONWAY / PETER EVANS Poutenc Cello Sonatas

CKH 003 ENGLISH CLASSICAL PLAYERS Mozart Symphony 40

CKH 004 LENINGRAD SYMPH ORCHESTRA Shostakovich Symphony No §

CKH 005 JILL FELDMAN 17th Century Italian Love Songs
Jazz
AKH 030 MARTIN TAYLOR Spirit of Django
AKH 020 MARTIN TAYLOR Artistry
AKH 022 MARTIN TAYLDR Reunion
AKH 016 MARTIN TAYLOR Change of Heart
AKH 014 MARTIN TAYLOR Don't Fret
AKH 006 CAROL KIDD Nice Work
AKH 007 CAROL KIDD The Night We Called It a Day
AKH 017 CAROL KiDD I'm Glad We Met
AKH 026 CARDL KIDD Crazy for Gershwin
AKH 018 CLAIRE MARTIN The Waiting Game
AKH 021 CLAIRE MARTIN Devil May Care
AKH 028 CLAIRE MARTIN 0Oid Boyfriends
AKH 024 TOMMY SMITH Reminiscence
AKH 040 TOMMY SMITH Misty Morning & No Time
AKH 013 DAVID NEWTON Victim of Circumstance
For a taste of the Linn Records Jazz catalogue why not try AKH 015 DAVID NEWTON Eye Witness
LINN JAZZ 1995 AKH 025 DAVID NEWTON Return Journey
. AKH 019 STEVE GIBBONS Birmingham to Memphis
CD SAMPLER : PRICE ONLY £4.99 AKH 023 JON STRONG Follow Me
CALL US NOW FOR A FREE CATALOGUE OF ALL LINN RECORDINGS AKH 034 RAY GELATO GIANTS Ul (AU AR

tel: 0141 303 5029 or fax: 0141 644 4262 All these titles and many more are also available on CO - price £13
Linn Records, Floors Road, Waterfoot, Eaglesham, Glasgow G76 OEP including postage and packing

CDT-1 CD transport. FRTB clock, silver cable £1250
DAC-1 DAC 18bit x8 o/s, twin transformers £1000
PRE-1 Preamplifier, Class A, system remote £1000
POW-1 Power amplifier. 4 channels at 175W £2000

The ultimate music experience. Indulge yourself .... call 0181 810 9388
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in 1990, was commissioned by HRH
The Prince of Wales to write The
Thistle and the Rose, a song cycle for
choir and orchestra to mark the
ninetieth birthday of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother.
Now, his score for Ang Lee’s film of
Jane Austen’s Sense and Sensibility will
surely enhance Patrick Doyle’s
reputation still further.

It is not especially innovative - that
probably wasn’tin the brief - but its
mood, especially in the livelier sections,
strikes me as ideal for the subject; a
pleasant mix of folksy charm and high
romance. Of particular note are two
song settings, one to an anonymous
text (Weep You No More Sad
Fountains) and the other to words by
Ben Jonson (The Dreame), beautifully
sung by Jane Eaglen, both superbly
crafted and worthy of exposure beyond
the film soundtrack proper.

Of course, the final question to be
asked of any soundtrack such as this is
does it qualify as an enjoyable musical
experience in its own right! The answer
here - listening, for example, to the
plaintive melodies of Combe Magna and
To Die For Love - is undoubtedly, yes,
especially as the orchestral and solo
playing throughout is uniformly fine and
imaginatively directed by Robert
Ziegler. The recording, too, is
sumptuous and well-balanced. I'm left
intrigued to see how the aural
experience fits in with the visual in the
film itself.

MICHEL-RICHARD DE LALANDE

Regina Coeli $53/De Profundis
$23/Cantate Domino §72.

Ex Cathedra Chamber Choir and
Baroque Orchestra; conductor, Jeffrey
Skidmore.

ASY Gaudeamus CD GAU141 (DDD/56.06)

E\“’ Michd-Riclard S
-De LALANDE- Gundeames
EX CATHEDRA
* Chamber Ch:i'v & i:r:anx-')m'w s ".
" Jeffrep sk
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Born in Paris in 1657, Michel-Richard de
Lalande enjoyed a forty-year career
composing music principally for the
court of Louis XIV at Versailles and
attaining the post of Superintendent of
Music to the court. His most enduring
legacy was a wealth of sacred music for
performance at liturgical occasions at
the court, not least the daily ritual of
the messe basse solenelle.

For these occasions, Lalande
produced a host of ‘grands motets’,
settings of psalms and canticles notable
for their melodic invention, rich scoring,
contrapuntal mastery and harmonic
colour. The Easter antiphon, Regina
Coeli, which opens the programme on
this CD, was one such and provides an
arresting entry-point to the music of
this rather shadowy figure.

Lalande may have benefited
handsomely from the patronage of
Louis X1V, but the downside was that
his music was rarely performed beyond
the confines of the court. The first of
the public concerts, Spirituels, in Paris
in March 1725, came just a year before
Lalande’s death denying him the pleasure
of seeing how well his compositions
were received by a wider audience.

Opportunities to hear Lalande’s
music today are also few and far
between, with few extant recordings
outside France. So the enterprise of
Jeffrey Skidmore’s Birmingham based Ex
Cathedra ensemble, and of the ASV
label, is to be applauded here, for this is
music well worthy of wider
appreciation. Ex Cathedra has made a
speciality of championing neglected and
unfamiliar composers of the French and
Italian baroque, and this enthusiasm and
experience is evident in the authority
and panache of these performances.

Alongside the Regina Coeli setting,
Jeffrey Skidmore has included Lalande’s
magnificent setting of the De Profundis,
composed for the funeral of Louis XIV
in the Basilica of St Denis, Paris, in 1715

(although the work had its origins some
twenty six years earlier). In his
accompanying essay, Lionel Sawkins
suggests that the concluding Requiem
aeternam of this work is a movement
without parallel in French baroque
music and, hearing it so sensitively and
movingly performed here, it is not an
opinion | would disagree with.

The Cantate Domino of 1707 has
come to be the most performed of all
Lalande’s motets, so it is surprising to
learn that this is the first recording of
this wonderfully descriptive piece, music
which also displays Lalande’s grasp of
counterpoint to the full, not least in a
mighty double fugue which could easily
be mistaken for the work of Bach.
Authoritative performances, and a well-
balanced, recording engineered by Mike
Hatch, make this issue in ASV's
Gaudeamus series an ideal introduction
to Lalande, his music, and in no small
measure, the world which he served
loyally for the best part of four decades.
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FRANZ SCHUBERT

Drei Klavierstucke
D946/Valses Nobles
D969/Moments Musicaux

D780.
Peter Katin, piano.
Athene ATHCD7 (DDD/73.33)

Peter Katin is a recent convert to the
notion of playing the solo piano
repertoire on instruments appropriate
to the period, but is now an enthusiastic
advocate, witness this third recording
for the Athene label. As he insists in his
illuminating notes accompanying this
new CD, the square piano should not
be viewed as an outmoded predecessor
of our present day concert grand, but
rather as an instrument in its own right
- and he then goes on to demonstrate
the truth of that statement by giving an

classical
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At last we have received the Unise
Exquisitely sculptured in solid cherry
and offering superb sound quality,

Combined with their Smart 845

amplificrs, it produces a sound so

musical and very transparent.

Ca ve impres. ith
their range of 3008 amplificrs.

bass than most. Their CD-300

player incorporates 3 valves in the
C ¥ -

tonally quite different 10 that

normally associated with CD.

The new Mentor turntable from
Nottingham Analogue is well ahead
established y their

first version. Hard to belicve but
true. Probably the last turntable that

especially when combined with their
Paragon lincar tracking arm

Becanse of the success we have had
with the CDs and DACs designed
by John Curl, we are pleased 1o be
able to demonstrate pre- and power
amplifiers from Parasound. This
amplification not only provides
incredible value for moncy but has a
sonnd closer to valves than

solid state,

dealers with a difference

A genuine consultancy offering totally
independent advice providing andio
systems for those that appreciate music
rather than hi-fi

Alon Speakers

Analysis Ribbon Speakers
Analogue Tracer Cartridges
Arion Audio

Art Audio

Audio Note

Blue Oasis Cartridge

Cary Audio Design

Impulse Speakers

Klipsch

Nottingham Analogue Turntables
Paragon Linear Tracking Arms
Parasound

The Vamp

Trilogy

Unison Research

V-Damp Isolation System

Demonstrations by appointment only

0171 380 0866

CD UPGRADE

Why go out and buy a new CD player at great expense for only minimal
improvement in performance? Trichord's highly renowned 'Clock 2’ and
dedicated 'Clock 2 Power Supply’ modifications will dramatically
improve the sound quality of your existing CD player, or CD transport.
Hear the potential that the CD medium reaily has to offer.

High accuracy (5 ppm) low jitter performance master clock.
Up to five times reduction in data related jitter.

Increased transparency , resolution and sound staging.
Greater dynamics and sheer listening pleasure.

Can be fitted to most players or transports regardless of price.
The level of improvement is just as significant with expensive
transports as it is with inexpensive players.

L 2K R R B J

These modifications can be carried out by Trichord Research Ltd, or by
your local Trichord dealer. Also available in kit form with instructions for
the technically competent.

We are so confident in these upgrades that we offer a complete refund
and return your player back to its original state if not satisfied.

Clock 2 Trichord or Dealer fitted

Clock 2 Kit for self fit

Clock 2 Power Supply Trichord or Dealer fit
Clock 2 Power Supply Kit for self fit

£141.00 inc. VAT
£ 95.00 inc. VAT
£ 80.00 inc. VAT
£ 55.00 inc. VAT

for more information:

Trichord Research Limited
Tel: (01684) 573524 Fax: (01684) 577380
For those who are Truly serious about Their music

7% Church Streer, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 2AE
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EQUIPMENT BY PROAC, SUGDEN,
AUDIO NOTE, MICHELL, TARGET
ETC. ETC.

PHONE TO ARRANGE YOUR
DEMO, EITHER HERE OR AT
HOME.

THE FINEST EQUIPMENT FOR
MUSICAL REPRODUCTION.

FOR MAY ONLY, 15% OFF
ALL NEW PRODUCTS

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
0161 793 6742 / 0402 367843

DO YOU USE AN OUTBOARD DAC?

If so, this could be the most cost-effective
upgrade you 'll ever make...

DART

Digital Audio Real Time interconnect -
£49.95 direct from SDAYV.

(See review by Jimmy Hughes, Hi-Fi Choice,
September '95)

Improved focus
Improved inner detail
Sweeter, more extended treble

Cleaner midrange and bass

Greater transparency

Improved transient response

And that's guaranteed! If you are not
satisfied with the results after 14 days home

trial, we'll give you your money back - simple.

'Phone SDAV on 0181-399 6308 to place your order.

HI-FI WORLD



utterly compelling Schubert recital on a
fine Clementi instrument from [832.
What will be immediately evident
here, to those who have heard other
recordings in this series from Athene, is
that the sound of this instrument is
much closer to that of today’s pianos
than, for example, the 1789 Broadwood
played by Joanna Leach in her
revelatory Haydn recital (ATH CD2).
Nevertheless, the Clementi still
possesses an inherent intimacy and
tonal subtlety which is not so easily
accessible on a modern piano, yet its
six-octave range in no way
compromises the player, although - as

Peter Katin points out - phrasing,
pedalling and, to a lesser extent,
fingering have to be re-thought. It is a
challenge he clearly relishes.

After his fine performance of the
Impromptus (ATH CD5), Peter Katin
here moves on to the three piano
pieces (Drei Klavierstucke). They bear
all the characteristics of Schubert’s
mature style, the outbursts of demonic
energy, the episodes of dreamy
melancholy, the undertones of dark
foreboding and the moments of still,
bittersweet sadness. In contrast, the
Valses Nobles are charming, lightweight
miniatures, written as entertainment

pieces and wholly enjoyable for being
just that.

The best-known pieces here are the
six Moments Musicaux composed
between 1823 and 1828 and published
as Schubert’'s Op94 in 1828, the year of
his death. The title belies the true
substance of these deservedly popular
miniature masterpieces. Tersely
expressive, there are close tonal links
between them, yet each possesses its
own individual mood and character, and
each represents Schubert’s keyboard
style at its most enigmatic. They can
seldom have been played and recorded
so convincingly as here.

classical

RECORD OF THE MONTH

OLVIER MESSIAEN
Chronochromie/La Ville d’en
Haut/Et exspecto
resurrectionem mortuorum.
The Cleveland Orchestra;
conductor, Pierre Boulez.
Deutsche Grammophon 445 827-2
(DDDJ/57.48)

Pierre Boulez’s recent recording
contract with Deutsche Grammophon
continues to pay handsome dividends.
In the main, as well as committing his
own compositions to tape, it has been
an opportunity for the septuagenarian
Boulez to revisit some of the
composers with whose music he made
his name as a conductor back in the
‘sixties and ‘seventies: Stravinsky,
Schoenberg, Webern and his tutor at
the Paris Conservatoire, Messiaen.

It was Boulez who made a
pioneering and revelatory recording of
one of the works appearing on this
new issue, Et exspecto
resurrectionem mortuorum (And |
await the resurrection of the dead),
for CBS some thirty years ago, when
it was coupled with an equally
memorable performance of Couleurs
de la Cite Celeste (Colours of the
Celestial City). That recording, as far
as | am aware, has yet to be
remastered for compact disc, so the
arrival of this new interpretation of
what is one of the most exciting and
compelling of Messiaen’s orchestral
works is especially welcome.

Et exspecto mortuorum is a
vibrant tapestry of sound colour,

HI-FI WORLD

drawing on a rich palette of
woodwind, brass, bells and gongs, and
taking the inspiration for each of its
five sections from a Biblical text.
Birdsong flutters between solemn
brass chorales, ancient Indian rhythms,
chiming bells and thunderous blows
on the gongs. It is supremely effective

i

(R s D

Olivier Messiaen "

ET EXSPECTO RESURRECTIONEM MORTUORUM |
Chronochromie - La Ville d'en haut

The Cleveland Orchestra - Pierre Boulez
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as a piece of music in its own right,
ignoring the theological foundation
and it is not difficult to imagine the
impact this music would have had at
its first performance amid the
sumptuous colours of the medieval
stained glass in the Saint Chapelle in
Paris on a May morning in 1965.
Clearly, Pierre Boulez has lost
none of his enthusiasm for this work;
the performance is as taut and
dramatic as that CBS recording of
three decades ago, and the playing of
the Cleveland Orchestra is
outstanding, as it is on the other
works here: Chronochromie of 1960,
and La Ville en Haut (The City Above)

from 1987. Where Et exspecto
represents Messiaen the musical
theologian, Chronochromie portrays
the ‘nature mystic’, the collector of
exotic birdsong and the re-interpreter
of arcane rhythms and modes. But,
principally the work is concerned with
the colour of sound.

Chronochromie marked
Messiaen’s return to large-scale
orchestral composition after an
absence of some fifteen years, and
comparisons with its predecessor, the
Turangalila Symphony, demonstrate
how much he had refined his musical
language. Here we have not so much
symphonic movements but a
symmetrical seven-part structure
within whose ordered time frames
Messiaen creates a dazzlingly
disordered sound world which draws
upon birdsong from Europe, Asia and
the Americas. However, there is no
requirement to be an ornithologist to
delight in this musical synthesis!

Between the two large-scale
pieces, Boulez offers one of Messiaen’s
later ‘theological’ works, La ville en
haut, completed five years before his
death in 1992. Scored for wind, brass,
piano and percussion, it is an ideal
companion work, recalling both the
elemental simplicity of Et exspecto
and the jewel-like colours of
Chronochromie, and like its
companions, its impact is only
enhanced by the clarity, detail and
atmosphere of DG’s recording, made
in the fine acoustic of Cleveland's
Masonic Auditorium.
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“Simply Stupendous”
“good real bass”
“so much dynamics”

“- amounts to quite frankly a

miracle”

z , : , LANMARK STAND
PRIMADONNA GOLD Beautiful, airy precise

sweet velvety - its magic”

“the Rolex of high fidelity”

P o

DICHRONO DRIVE

HONEYPLATE
TOP CONE

P M COMPONENTS LTD
Please ring for details on: 01474 560521
Major discounts available NOW on demonstration products
Dates of demonstrations in your area.

* Extracts from recent major reviews - Dealer enquiries welcome.



Buyers guide

SYSTEM

BUILDING

If you are buying a new hi-fi system, there is plenty of choice available to you.

So where do you start? Let David Price be your guide.

HI-Fi: BACK TO BASICS
If your local High Street garage told you their latest hatchback
was faster than a Ferrari, more stylish than an Aston and used
less petrol than a 2CV, would you believe them? No. Exactly,
so don't believe it when midi, mini and micro systems are
called ‘hi-fi’. People buy these systems for convenience, which
is perfectly sensible. Compact audio systems have little fidelity
to the original sound - they're ‘low-fi’ through and through.
Record companies spend huge sums of money ensuring
their albums sound superb. If you want to hear the true
quality of a recording, you need to look elsewhere. So if hi-fi
is your priority, separates are the only way to go. If you like
the sound of a midi, ask the dealer to demonstrate
equivalently priced separates. Suddenly, for all its bells and
whistles, the midi won’t look such an attractive proposition!
There’s also the question of durability. Although midis
look good on the outside, they use budget components on
the inside. This means they’ll wear out quicker than
separates, and should they be repairable, you'll often have to
live without the whole system while one part is fixed. With
separates, you can service or upgrade each part individually,
recouping much of the new cost by selling the
parts through Hi-Fi World's Classifieds in the
main magazine. Most all-in-one systems are all
but worthless second-hand.

DECIDE ON A DEALER
Don’t automatically assume that buying mail
order from a discount house is the
cheapest in the long term. If you've got a
good dealer nearby, you'll find paying
slightly higher prices is well worthwhile in
the long run. You wouldn't buy a car from
Arthur Daley, so why throw caution to the
wind with hi-fi? Some discounters aren’t official
stockists for brands they sell, meaning you could be
buying a ‘grey import’ with the wrong plug,
handbook or overall specification, let alone no
warranty!

A good dealer will be able to demonstrate the system

HI-FI WORLD

you're interested in, possibly in
your own home, and advise on
upgrades, tuning and matching.
The latter is crucial. If you put
together a system of
unmatched top-end gear it
may sound worse than
properly matched mid-price
equipment. That's just
where a good dealer

comes in. So in the long
run, you'll get better

sound, service and

value from a real hi-fi
dealer, rather than

just a midi-system

selling box shifter.

Continued on page 101. ..
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GET THE BUDGET BALANCE RIGHT
Okay, so you've decided on a separates system from a decent
dealer. What now faces you is finding the right combination,
tailored to your needs. The good news is that you don't need
to spend a lot of cash to get something really impressive.
Taking a little time at this stage could save you a tidy sum.
When building a system for maximum sound quality, get
the best source component you can sensibly afford, as the
best amplifier and 'speakers in the world won’t make a cheap
CD player sound expensive. To illustrate this, we've put
together some superb components in different combinations.
System | has most money spent on the 'speakers, while
system 2 has most funds devoted to the CD player. In system
2, as the better Marantz player gets more music off the disc,
the rest of the system has a better chance of reproducing it.
Excellent as the cheaper NAD player is in system |, it
can’t get as much music off the disc. If it's not there the better
‘speakers can't reproduce it, making the sound less involving.
When you're allocating your budget, as a general rule,
funding should be tipped in favour of the front end of the

SYSTEM 1

NAD 510 CD PLAYER £200

AURA VA 80 AMP £280
MISSION 752 ‘SPEAKERS £500
CABLE £80
total £1060

MARANTZ CD-63SE £350
AURA VA 80 AMP £280
KEF CODA 7 £130
STANDS AND CABLE £140
total £900

m MAY 1996

system. Another thing to consider is the cost of decent
equipment supports and cables. it wasn’t so long ago that
'speaker stands were on castors and cables were usually
wrested from doorbell wire! However, we now know these
things greatly influence the sound. So, as it's essential to
support and connect your system properly, leave some of
your budget (usually around 10 per cent) for this.

MATCHING THE SYSTEM
This is the tricky bit. Use the Hi-Fi World Guide to short-list
the best products to fit your budget. Use our in-depth
reviews to advise on the particular characteristics of the
products you've short-listed. Once you've got a good idea of
the products you're after, use your dealer to audition them.
If you don'’t follow this approach, there could be problems
afoot. Recommended products featured in the Guide are, in
our opinion, the best available at their particular price points.
But don’t automatically expect them to all work well
together. Bright-sounding CD players need smooth amps and
‘speakers. Conversely, if your system is prone to boom, don’t
go for a bassy CD player. Don't be scared of the Measured
Performance section of Hi-Fi World. Even if you don't
understand the figures, there is some very useful and easy to
understand advice to be had on matching.

INSTALLING THE SYSTEM

Most reputable dealers will offer a home installation service,
but should you need to set up a system yourself, here are
some things to remember. Ensure your system is out of direct
sunlight and placed in a well ventilated location. If possible,
use a dedicated equipment stand.

Use good quality interconnects between source
components and the amplifier and use equal length runs of
good quality ‘speaker cables. If arrowed, it means the cables
are directional and should be connected so the arrows point
from source to loudspeakers - the direction of the signal.

Speaker placement is vital, and will require a degree of
experimentation. Most work best with their grilles off and
placed a reasonable distance away from the rear wall. All
speakers, whether standmounters or floorstanders, should be
spiked rigidly to the floor, and kept as far out of corners as
possible. As a rule, bi-wiring is a useful, but modest
improvement if you have this facility, but don't squander
money on extravagant cables if it can be better spent on the
source @

If you want high quality sound and value
for your money, follow these simple guides:

|. Buy separates - don't be fooled by the flashing
lights and gimmicks of micro, mini or midi
systems.

Find a good hi-fi dealer - they can give you
advice that will save you money and give you a
better sound.

3. Read Hi-Fi World every month!

HI-FI WORLD



COMPACT DISC
PLAYERS

Real hi-fi and real music for a mere £150.
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An excellent entry-level player from Arcam that's
far better than equivalently priced Japanese
machinery.
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rounder. Although highly musical and engaging, it
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The Mimik does what it's designed to do very
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One of Quad's best products for a long time, the
67 is warmer and smoother than most, yet is
highly musical and revealing. Good enough to
frighten many rivals.

Words cannot describe its infinite variety, but
suffice to say you'll love it or hate it. Highly
emotional, involving presentation with not a hint
of self-doubt.

An extremely neutral CD player, smooth and
reserved in its performance. Beautifully built too.
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musical CD players around; sweet, open and
detailed
HI-FI WORLD

World favourites guide

COMPACT DISC
TRANSPORTS

|

Not as substantially built as its chunky looks

suggest, the T is nevertheless a good entry-level
transport with a warm, expansive sound
A well-built transport with serious sound quality

It partners the BB50 well, especially when sync-
locked.

|

Beautifully built and finished, the CDM is packed
with sensible features and performs superbly,
day-in day-out.

CD CONVERTORS

A lot more weight at frequency extremes than
the ll and far better control. For £300 there's
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Pure, smooth sound free from hardness. One of
the best at any price, losing little to the big guns.
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around. A truly charismatic performer, it dives
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A supremely competent product up to Audiolab’s
usual high standards, this convertor has a
detailed, albeit clinical sound.

Offers a choice of filter modules, all up there with
the best. The Da Capo is superb in many
respects, but can sound a touch polite on rock.
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and DPA haven’t skimped on the build either!

TURNTABLES
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One of Thorens’ best-ever turntables. Needs a
modern plinth to give of its best. Duly installed,

delicate, incisive treble.
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A lean, yet vibrant sound quality that really draws
the listener in. With good detail and rhythmic
integrity this is an impressive turntable package.

'World Radio Histol

Stunning looks, build and engineering, and don't
underestimate the sound. Standard PSU and Rega
arm gives a detailed, architectural, if undynamic
sound. With QC PSU and SME V, its scale and
insight kills the competition at the price.

The Pro-ject places the listener in the best seat in
the control room. Outrageous dynamics and a
punchy, seriously deep bass. Comes with Sumiko
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Cirkus bearing puts it back up with the best.
Superbly beguiling, rhythmic sound that plays jazz
like few others, but lacks the Gyrodec’s detail or
imaging. With a Lingo PSU and EKOS tonearm,
you'll forget CDs were ever invented.

One of the finest-sounding turntables around, the
Anniversary takes the listener nearer the
recording studio than almost any other deck.
Works with Rega, Linn and SME arms alike.

The Darth Vader of analogue, the Orbe builds on
the strengths of the Gyrodec. An ultra-tuneful,
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Including the excellent SME V tonearm, the Model
20 is possibly the last great turntable, unless
you've got £11,000 for the Model 30, that is.

TONEARMS

Supremely capable at the price, but not quite
humankind'’s salvation as has been suggested.
Detailed, tight, rhythmic sound but tonally rather
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especially well with the LP 12, but struggles to
match the RB300 on other decks.

l

his Paleolithic device doesn’t bother with
frequency extremes or detail, but its legendary
serviceability makes it a cult in Japan. Oh death,
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A down-market version of the IV and V with
aluminium armtube and detachable headshell.
Tight, neutral sound with good tonality, but lacks
the [V’s pace and precision.

A Series V with lower toleranced bearings, cheaper
cables and no damper. Still vastly over-engineered
and almost capable of its bigger brother's sonic
fireworks. SME's best value product.

but facks the SMEV’s cohesion and musicality.
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CARTRIDGES

!st. Not to be

Warm, full-bodied, punchy and
sniffed at for a tenner. Can be upgraded with a
better stylus at a later date.

An accomplished MM with a solid bass, slightly
forward midband and clean transients. £20 buys
the faster, more dynamic 1022GX.

lhe best moving magnet available. Has an

extremely cohesive sound that's warm but highly
involving. Deliciously delicate treble and strong,
powerful bass.

An excellent budget moving coil with a smooth,

polished, detailed sound. Tracks superbly but
verges on the analytical at times. A bargain.
e MCIO, M

l! !I ! !!! and MC30 Supremes all offer

superb sound and value for money, with a
distinctively rich, smooth and detailed musical
performance. The valve brigade love them.

l he Klyde's soft treble and prodigious bass mean

it's tonally unbalanced, but it’s still a real music-
maker that many will love in the right system.

We came across this one in an SME [V on a
Garrard 401; it duly gave one of the best results
we've ever heard.

In a way it's MC!OOO meets MC7!00 with all the
tonal strengths and dynamo sound Ortofon has

been putting into its best moving-coil cartridges of
late.

A truly musical, sophisticated device that makes
most other MCs sound frigid.

!luid bass, finely etched treble and highly tuneful in

between. The MCI0 is honey, pure and simple.

Conclusive proof that there’s hope for humankind.
Makes music of enormous scale and vibrancy. CD
lovers would die if they heard it.

INTEGRATED
AMPLIFIERS

Classic sweet sounding, punchy budget super-amp
with strong phono stage. Able to embarrass many
modern budget amps.

A real hi-fi amplifier at a bargain price. !orms the

heart of a separates system that will murder any
midi system at twenty paces. No phono stage, but
you can't have everything at this price.

mooth, clear and dry. Fine detailing with little to
complain about at the price. Good facilities.

:

A well-engineered budget amplifier with a bold,
exciting presentation. Plenty of power and
facilities, but lacks subtlety.

|

A solid, refined sound with plenty of power make
this a good all rounder, but hard and steely with the
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he VA-
confident, powerful sound. One of the smoothest

around, it is capable of embarassing more
upmarket competition.

A good budget amplifier but not as competitive as it
once was. Phono input lets the side down somewhat

is superb for the price with a

A jack-of-all-trades whose facilities, build, power
and top-rate phono input make it a steal. Sound is
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. The most involving,
musical design at the price, but low power.
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uperb engineering, a solid cast chassis and a clear,
spacious sound. Phono stage could be better.

An amplifier that delivers near studio definition
along with exemplary timing. Utterly gripping.

ich and smooth, the Renaissance is one of the
sweetest amps around, if lightweight.

|
|

i

Economically but well built single-ended valve
amplifier. Wonderful clarity with vocals. £600
with | line input, £800 with S.
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Class A transistor amp. Rich, crisp, deep, tight
sound and it images well too. Wonderful.

Fast, clear, crisp sound with a wide-open sound
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eautifully-built integrated with a sweeter, clearer
sound than mid-price alternatives. Plenty of
facilities and remote controllable.

|

his single-ended valve amplifier is smoo
and open. An extremely musical amplifier.

, sweet

|

Sonically similar to the Simply 2, but with more
power and control.

l

en watts of the sweetest sound around. Use
sensitive speakers though, because it's unlikely to
crack windows or trigger earthquakes.

he MA6800 not so much plays music as takes
control of it, with effortless bass drive and a
three-dimensional sound stage. Versatile with a
broad range of abilities.

'World Radio Histo

PRE-AMPLIFIERS
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reckoned with thanks to its precise, fast sound
and excellent phono stage.

Superb value entry-level phono stage with
audiophile quality components and clear sound.

|

Not quite the 50S, but there's little to match it at
this price if outright sound quality is your priority.

This interesting valve/transistor hybrid has a
smooth, rich, spacious sound.
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sterile, but latest version is much improved.

|

his phono stage has fine midband and treble
detail, with taut bass. The £850 ISO/HR brings
more of everything, and for many people is the
last word on the subject.

Fantastic bass and super insight make this one of
the best phono stages around. One for vinyl
lovers.

Excellent line-level only preamp, greatly improves
on B00OC with a more fluid, musical sound and
greater grip. Remote control.

his remote control preamp thrusts detail forth
in true Naim fashion.
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The Stereo 20 can sound impressively up-to-date,
although power and detail are ultimately limited.

Solidly built, but lifeless sounding, power amp
which can be substantially improved by a Quad
factory service.

This power amplifier is a honey. Rich and smooth,
but with a firm grip; a fine blend of properties.

Used with the partnering preamp it gives 70watts
of smooth, relaxing sound.

Extremely competitive at the price with |00W of
unusually smooth, full-bodied sound.

A neutral, highly dynamic and thoroughly exciting
amplifier. A sonic bargain.

HI-FI WORLD
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uad's latest powerhouse is smooth and
civilised, but engagingly musical. Legendary back-
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etter than anything else at the price.
as the 50S.

ot as dry

l
I

artnered with a NACB?2, this has classic Naim
control, making for a superbly rhythmic
presentation. A touch lean for some tastes.

|

A refined transistor amplifier with valve-like
transparency and a full, warm, easy-going sound.
The £1800 Alecto monoblocks have rare lucidity
and three dimensional realism.

|

eautifully built, powerful amps that will drive
anything you care to throw at them. Detailed,
analytical sound, but a touch grey compared to
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is is one of the best solid-state power amps
around, with a massively powerful, dynamic and
detailed sound.

TUNERS

|

ur favourite way of listening to the wireless. A
deliciously smooth, mellifluous sound that will
have you junking your transistor radio in seconds.
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sound quality is your priority, the 402 has no
solid-state equal at or anywhere near the price.
Warm and open sound.

l

ery, very tuneful and as clear and detailed as CD.
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ear and lucid sound that puts it up with the
best regardless of price. Superb build and
superior ergonomics to the NAD.

igh quality Michi-based tuner with a sophisticated,
forward sound with great imaging and soundstage.
Sensible facilities and remote control.

|

is further proof of Naim's proficiency
with tuners, with a warm, easy sound and a good
sense of atmosphere.

I

In its native US the FT | is no mere tuner but a
‘broadcast monitor’ no less, a task at which it acquits
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he best solid-state tuner available. For better
radio, live in the studio.

CASSETTE DECKS

I

nically a very decent machine. For the price
there's nothing better. With Dolby B, C and S

HI-FI WORLD

World favourites guide

A real bargain with fine recording quality and
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igital playback gives a good ‘analogue
presentation and analogue playback is reasonable
too. A DCC bargain.

A stable transport, superb head an Yy
make this an excellent recorder

l
|

ere serious cassette decks start. The
pushes recordings to the limit, remaining
unflustered at all times.

|

A top deck that's wonderful to use. Gives superb
results for those who want the best from
cassette, with or without Dolby S.

etter still than the . with manual head
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ilis every other cassette deck and stamps on
their graves. And the CR7 doesn’t need baubles
like Dolby S, either!
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*speaker, much tighter on transients and more
refined treble. Neutral and revealing.
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. super open and focused
midrange and fine detail up-top. Work best on
filled dedicated stands; unmatched at the price
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ig sound and a wonderful impressionist.
Combine with matching AB33 subwoofers for
extra bass depth.
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The Strata is not a toy. Offers superb, true hi-fi
bass depth and power.

More capable than many twice the price. Using
advanced High Definition Aerogel drivers, the
752s are clear, crisp and focused. Good sensitivity
makes them easy to drive.

This small dual-concentric loudspeaker produces
believable three dimensional imaging.

Epos’ classic first loudspeaker has a forward,
rhythmic presentation that will eat poor
ancillaries for breakfast.

Good sound allied to Castle’s exquisite cabinetry
and finish. Quarter-wave bass loading.

Excellent monitors with detailed, natural sound
and plenty of atmosphere.

A fine example of good loudspeaker engineering.
The top of the mini-monitor league.

High quality sound with a high quality bass from
this solid walnut miniature.

o
?
@
©
<2
o
8
b3

-4
F o
o
s
m
o
wn
n
(o]
3
=4

d =]
o
2
g
~
=
2

Y
3
a
a
=

o
w
3
[e]
o
£
»
5
a
=
o
o
8
®
3
[a)
o
(4]
[o]
[e]
a
o
o
2
w
8
[o]

Heybrook have retained the strengths of the
original Sextet, whilst improving on bass
extension and smoothness. Treble and imaging
still up with the very best.

A truly endearing ‘speaker, with clarity, cohesion,
detail and precise imaging. Bass has superb
extension.

Epos’ best. Combines near-uncoloured tonality
with characteristic fireworks in the rhythm
department. Superb by any other name.

This big Spendor is very appealing thanks to its
lucid sound and valve-friendly load.

second-hand buy, and both enjoy that legendary
Quad service back-up.
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loudspeakers you'll find for a large room.
Beautifully finished.

An incredibly dynamic, detailed full-range horn
design with a rich sound. Its high sensitivity
predisposes it to valve amplification



SOUND-BYTES

High Density Filler Material for Speakers and Stands

For maximum benefit from your loud-speaker / speaker stand combination, you should fill your stands with a suitable material.
SOUND-BYTES are uniquely shaped steel chips, far more superior and four times more dense than sand, tha! once
poured info the speaker stand, effectively provide a solid steel core within. This makes the stand an extemely dense hzavy platform,
ideal for improving bass and imagery.

Available in 4 litre tubs of approximately 20Kgs in weight, each tub will provide enough SOUND-BYTES to adequately fill
most commonly available speaker stands and floorstanding speakers.

"Itll transtorm your unfilled stands,
budget or dear."

Ken Kessler
Hi Fi News & Record Review July 95

RECOMMENDED BY THE UK'S
LEADING STAND AND
LOUDSPEAKER
MANUFACTURERS..
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Atacama Audio KUDOS

A Stroke of Genius

AVAILABLE MAIL ORDER FROM ALSO AVAILABLE FROM
2 o HI FI CORNER IS
Rl Colin Mackenzies |l

’ oo
gt HI-FI-CORNER gtz FENSEY

* Wharfedale + Nad « Audiolab » Target CD MAGIC
* Micromega ¢ Onkyo Scotland's No.1 * Aiwa + Cyrus +TOL

and other leading makes

52 Gordon Street, Fswnckon H-El ompayy HOME CINEMA 121 Rose Street, £ 995

* AVALABLE (Subject to Status) SPECIALISTS l .
Glasgow 4 a Edinburgh
0141 248 2840 § Yoars Guarantee 0F o Locdspadhers 2 Years Guarantee

0131220 1535

The Densen disc will demagnitize
42-44 Cow Wynd 5 5 7 1 1 Haddington Pl
Falkirk di

your system through the C.D.player

. 1 Edinburgh : . e
01324 629011 Carriage £5.00  Allow 14 Days Delivery. 0131 556 7901 We don't know how it works, out if it

doesn't improve your sound we'll
SPECIAL OFFER PRICE £19.95 give you your money back!
(INCLUSIVE OF VAT AND DELIVERY)




A stunning range of vale
amplifiers

What Hi-Fi Elektra review
“A superb valve amp”

CD at its very

best... Transports, Players, DACS.
Exceptional looks... Exceptional
sound

Loudspeakers from £325 to £3750
TEGO amp £649

Extreme Neutrality Extreme
Musicality TEGO/Comete Tze “There
aren’t many systems which convey
this much detail regardless of price” AUDIOMECA TRIANGLE
HFNRR 1994

LANIENH] . E FROM

Practical Hi-F: Manchester & Branches RJF Audio Visual Camborn, Cornwall
0161 839 83869 01209 71077
Signals Ipswich 01473 622886 i B # -
Sound Approach  Norwich, Norfolk o=l ) e
01603 622833 . 01455 846977
Kronos Hi-Fi New Mills, Dungannon. Select Audio Clapton, London
01868 748632 0181 986 8788
rogressive Audio Rainham, Kent Kamla Tottenham Court Road,
01634 389004 London 0171 323 2747

nNOZORA

Tel 01868 748632 Fax 01868 748281

EX DEMONSTRATION
EQUIPMENT SALE

®
. [
March / April 1996 HOVLAND e MusiCap™ BER
WAS NOW new distribution for Europe O
ATC SCM 10 Walnut speakers boxed as new ~ £1080 £795 i 1109 10- ¥ I)
AUDIOLAB CDM/DAC Transport & DAC £2100  £1750 vagel clise  epeel  TECEY wmn
AUDIONOTE SORO SE Tube amplifier phono  £1999 £995 e e S =
AUDIONOTE DAC 2 Tube DAC £1099 £695 o0 Bas L e
AVI 5200MC CD Player €49 £995 00w gw o O
AVI S200MA stereo power amp £599 £475 o p o = O
EPOS ES14 spks inc EPOS Stands £790 £595 0.22 600 £12.01 £10.21 m
033 600 £1529 £13.00
MICROMEGA CD3.1DUOBS Transport & DAC ~ £2150 £1750 047 400 £10.32 £4.77 o
0.47 600 £17.71 £1505
ROKSAN OJAN 3 Rosewood spks £995 £695 e & e g1z1 —
RUARK TALISMAN Ii Natural Walnut Speakers £749 £625 15 100 £12.82 £10.50 1D
RUARK TEMPLAR Burl Walnut Speakers £499  £375 2w f5% 1385 O
YAMAHA DSPE580 Processor Boxed as new £450 £325 S 200 £2203 F19.49 q)
a7 100 £2315 £19.68
The above is a selection of ex-demonstration equipment we currently . T «r
have. A full offers list including second hand equipment is available on Speaker Capacitors also P-J
request. All equipment is guaranteed. available 1uF to 10uF.
MUSICap, without doubt the (D
$ best sounding film/foil .
p oOweyr p I an t ~N2 capacitor we have ever heard. o
E NEW: )
Output transformers for 211,
66/67 Upper North Street Brighton BN'1 3FL W308 and Sv-811A available
Telephone: 01273 775978 Fax: 01273 748419 for single Ended amplifiers.
ATC, AVI, Audiolab, Arcam, B&O, Cyrus, Exposure, Micromege, Marantz, | OEM, TRADE AND RETAIL ENQUIRIES WELCOME
Melntosh, Praceed, Rego, Roksan, Stex and!other qualily eqipmest. Ben-Dor, Lumb Garr Ad, Holcombe, Bury, Lancs, BL8 g, England.
Mail ord d Worldwide Export ilabl
ail order an orldwi xport service available TCI/FaX + 44 (0)1-]06 823025

HI-FI WORLD MAY 1996 w




= UDION
Gold MedAl WINNERS do iIT AGAINII!

SINGLE ENDED AND POWER ?

A SINGLE ENDED AMPLIFIER
WITH POWER AND
AFFORDABLE

30 WATTS R.M.S. PURE CLASS “A”
ONLY £1495 PER PAIR

A NEW EXTENDED TRIODE SINGLE- ENDED “CLASS A” AMPLIFIER
UNBELIEVABLE BUT TRUE!

THE NEW STERLING “P.E.T.S.E”. MONOBLOCK.

30 WATTS 20-20K + 1dB
LOW DISTORTION

GOLD ROD KT90 TUBES

OPTIMUM TRANSFER TRANSFORMER
SILVER WIRED OUTPUT

AUDION GOLD “POWERLITE” CAPS

AUDION “MAX" SIGNAL TRANSFER
ALPS POTENTIOMETER

COMPLETE WITH AUDION’S FAMOUS “A” RATED GOLD MEDAL WINNING SOUND

AUDION COMMISSIONED EL34M MULLARD REPLICA

CONTACT YOUR NEAREST DISTRIBUTOR OR SHOP FOR MORE INFO

LONDON

HERFORD NOTTS SUSSEX HEATHROW
K J LEISURE ENGLISH AUDIO CHANTRY AUDIO JEFFRIES AUDIOCRAFT
0171 4868 262/3 01432 355081 01777 870372 01273 609431 01895 253340
ABERDEEN SURREY HUMBERSIDE NORFOLK HARROGATE KENT
ASTRAL FARNHAM AUDIO ZEN AUDIO AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE SOUNDS ADDICTIVE PROGRESSIVE AUDIO
01224 582825 0370 435952 01482 587397 01379 740227 01423 536256 01634 389004
SWEDEN JAPAN AUSTRIA ITALY CANADA HOLLAND SINGAPORE PHILUPINES GERMANY
ALEMA SB INTERNATIONAL  LOVING SOUND ART OF MUSIC CANORUS INC AUDIOVORM LANDMARK AUDIO UPSCALE MARVEL HEISS
+46-8-7701957 +81-3-34057177  +43-316-82281044  +39-51-231172 +1-416-972-0320 +31-23-322774 +65-3383867 +632-741567 +49-234-37430
GREECE SLOVENIA AUSTRALIA HONG KONG PORTUGAL TAIWAN SPAIN FRANCE SWITZERLAND
EXCLUSIVE KAT KEDKORP PTY EUTE AUDIO LUZESOM FOCUS AUDIO MULTIMEDIA MAGAVOX MAR ELECTRONIC
+30-1823622655 064-43391 +61-2-708-4388 +852-530-1567 +351-2-9532235 +886 2 8481193 +34-77-240794 +33-59321134 +41-1463-81-08

AMERICAN CUSTOMERS CONTACT CANORUS +416 972 0320
AUDION AMPLIFIERS UNITED KINGDOM
FACT NOT FICTION
ALEMA UK FAX 01273 722250



If you are
Seriously T I\(I:c;vr\]/ Stl)z;

into Hi-Fi...
your CDs

lat dealer’s

Showground ° Ingleston, Edinburgh * 31/31 March
mhed On
a
cost price
As a member of the WSL Records at

& Shows under one roof!
Cost Service you can buy any brand

G - WE U Sponsored b
£ J ,“ lf\ P Y
Sy, . & ety _ 1 buy
L / /4
Photography & CD (subject to availability) at cost
price plus a small handling charge of
only 50p.

i et 1l
& d ' / ,‘ Video plus club
[ Gallery

Now you have no need to shop
around for the best discounts. Here
at last clearly stated are CDs at the
ultimate saving - The Dealer’s cost
price.

Ny
i)

S35 IN CAR
AUDIO & SECURITY ARENA

Only WSL - offering a mail order
service for more than 30 years - can
offer you such low cost listening.

So why not see what savings you
really can make by checking our
prices?
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Just a few ‘canny’ reasons to visit _
the show that's g,owi"g up fast... Return the coupon or write to us now and we’'ll

. send you full details of the Records at Cost
Admission - Only £4 (aduits) & £10 (2 adults, 2 kids 4-14) e Easy g . . .
Access - and free parking for all o 4 Shows n one - Service, together with a special promotional
Photographic & Video (2nd year) with Club Galleries (2nd Year), membership offer.

2 Day Compurerfair NEVW, In-Car audio & Security NEW, Quality
Hifi & Audio Show NEW - all with the leading names & major
local retail sponsors e Everything’s for szle! - ceme prepared
for bargains - Special ‘Show Only’ Offers 3 Ways to pay - By
invitation (special tickets from sponsoring dealers & the
organisers - includes a special package of extras plus reduced
queueing), Advance Tickets - No queueing, or Pay on the day e

Unigue Event - Photofairs Plus is a consumer electronics Adress:
exhibition cowering all aspects of our electronic Jives over the
next few years e Next year look out for: Internet, multimedia,
Satellite TV, Astronomy, and much more e Activity Areas - inc.
Photo Shoots, Listening Rooms & loads of exciting interactive

events e Facllities - Bars, restaurants, free parking & much
more to make your visit enjoyable.

Please send me ful-l-(_jetails of the new Records at |
Cost Service. Without obligation (I enclose two first
class stamps for speedy reply).

Name:

Switched On Scotland 96 Postcode: -~
e March 30th & 31st » To: Bill Wilson Stereo Library

Royal Highland Showground (MacRobert Pavilion), Ingleston, Edinburgh PO Box 32 St. Leonardseon*Sea East Sussex TN38 0UZ
&  Telephone: (01424) 718254 Fax: (01424) 718262
['s)
=

FOR MORE INFORMATION... ¥
Please call 01829 770884/770880 for the latest details on this & other Photofairs
HI-FIl WORLD MAY 1996 Y




VAIC VALVE
NEW DESIGN

What do the critics say:
QUINTET
The Art Audio gives you music with a sense of

300B £352.50 PER PAIR

Doncaster Hi-Fi Studios
Sunnytields 01302 781387

MAF
Burton-upon-Trent
01283 530550

Audible Ditterence
Diss + Norfolk 01379 740227

Paul Green Hi-Fi
Bath Avan 01225 316197

Hazelmere Audio
High Wycombe - Bucks
01494 4378892

The Hi-Fi Consultants
London - 0171 380 0866

SPEAKER CABLES 9 X 0.45MM P.T.FE. INS.

FOR ADDITIONAL LENGTHS.

PAIR FOR ADOITIONAL LENGTH.

ADJUSTMENTS.

right that you don't really question but just
get on and enjoy. Sweet open and lucid, the music
is produced with an easy sense of naturalness
which makes long term listening fatigue free and
especially rewarding.

Roy Gregory Hi-Fi Choice

TEMPO

| feel that the Art Tempo ampifiers are among the
finest valve power amplifiers currently available.
The imagery that the Tempos create is vivid,
lifelike and full of space and air.

Alan Sircom, Hi-Fi World

MAESTRO

..they are just so stunningly gorgeous and open
1o listen to, | can barely imagine anything more
alluring.

Noel Keywood, Hi-Fi World

...the Maestro is part of that rare breed of Hi-fi
that makes you forget about the equipment and
think about the music. In all, unlike the car, the
Maesto lives up to its name

Alan Sircom, Hi-Fi World

AUDIO CABLES DIRECT FROM MANUFACTURER

FOR POWER/PRE AMPLIFIERS P.T.F.E. SILVER PLATED MAINS CABLE
WITH IEC SOCKET £38/M. + £7/M ADDITIONAL LENGTHS.

2 CORE SHEATHED SILVER PLATED, FITTED WITH 4MM BANANA PLUG SPEAKER ENO

AND 4MM STACKABLE BANANA PLUG/ SCOKET AMPLIFIER END FOR BI-WIRING.
REOUCE THE HARSHNESS IN YOUR CO SYSTEM WITH THIS CABLE

THROUGHOUT. FITTED WITH GOLD PLATED PHONO'S £38/METRE - PAIR + £10/ METRE

SILVER PLATED COPPER SOLID CORE SCREENEO RECOMMENCED
FOR LONG IMTERCONNECT £45/METRE - PAIR WITH GOLD PHONO'S + £12/METRE A

SOLI0 CORE SILVER 99.9% OXYGEN FREE TEFLON COATED .
£169/METRE - PAIR WITH HIGH QUALITY GOLD PHONDS + OR - £26 FOR 1/2 METRE

ALL PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT + £3 POST & PACKING.

Art Audio

ART AUOIO 130 MAIN STREET, CALVERTON. NOTTINGHAM NG 14 6LU tel: 01159 653604

M | Midland

A Audio
X | Exchange

ROKSAN

details.

1 x ROKSAN L1 PRE AMP (SILVER)
1 x ROKSAN L2 PRE AMP (SILVER)
1 x ROKSAN M1 MONO POWERS

1 x ROKSAN ATTESSA DP2P MK I}
2 x ROKSAN DA1 Convertor
2 x ROKSAN DS4 p.s.u.

M.AX. Goods on offer this month:
Michaelson Audio Odysseus s/h
Audiolab 8000 A (Recent model) s/h/
Audio Research SP14

Roksan L2 Pre-amp (Black) ex-demo
Project 0.5 (inc. OM10) new

Project 1.2e (inc. 510) new

Project 2.1 {inc. MC1 Turbo) new
Project 6.1 (inc. 540) new

World Audio 5881 power

Aura VAB0 (new)

Marantz PM 55 se (new)

1 x ROKSAN ATTESSA DP Il TRANSPORT
1 x ROKSAN TMS PIANO LACQUER (ARTEMIZ CUT)  £2750 £1995

Rega Elas 'Black Ash’ (slight marks) s/h

181 Franche Road
|Kidderminster
Worcs DY11 5AD

Telephone: 01562 822236 |

'Mobile: 0421 605966

At last a really affordable two way hi-end monitor. The new Rok-One,
incorporates that unmistakable ROKSAN sound associated with their more
expensive Ojan 3X Al for only £499.95 in black. £549.95 for Rosewood
Attention all T.M.S. owners. Do you realise that you can have your pride and
joy updated to X.P.S. V specification all for only £325.00. Please call for more

As always, Midland Audio Exchange (M.A X)) have some limited SPECIAL
OFFERS on certain ROKSAN Products:

Was Now
£2250 £1295
£995 £695
£4500 £2250
£1295 £795

£1495 £895
£495 £229
£495 £275

We always carry the full range of ROKSAN products on demonstration
including T.M.S./XERXES 10/DP3/XPS V/OJAN 3X
Upgrades are available on older Attessa CD players and Transports. Please
telephone for prices.

£595
£350
£1495
£250
£675
£109
£139
£179
£299
£650
£195
£195

Please call to discuss any aspect of upgrading ROKSAN, REGA products.
Full service facility available on any of these fine products.
MIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE BUY Hi-Fi for cash.

Open 9.30 - 6.30 seven days a week. CALL NOW ON:
01562 822236 and ask for John Roberts.

W MAY 1996

GEranelix

& Sound & Viion
71 HIGH STREET, NEW MALDEN,
SURREY, KT3 4BT. ENGLAND.

TEL: 0181 336 0012

FAX: 0181 336 2703

@ ATC® AVI®@ AURA @ ALCHEMIST®
ATTACAMA @ APOLLO ® B&W @ CABLE TALK
@ CASTLE @ DPA @ DUAL @ EXPOSURE @
® HARMAN KARDON @ JBL @ KENWOOD @

@ MARANTZ @ MICHELL ® McINTOSH @

@ MUSICAL FIDELITY @ NAKAMICHI®
@ PIONEER ® PROJECT ® REL ® ROGERS @
@ RUARK @ SONY @ SYSTEMDEK @ TEAC @
® TDL @ TECHNICS @ TUBE TECHNOLOGY @
AND MANY MORE

CLEARANCE BARGAINS

WAS NOW
' ATC SCM20T ROSEWOOD £2650 £1999
| AURA CD50 CHROME £450 £360
AURA VA-80 CHROME £330 £265
AVI S2000 MCII CD £1000 £589
AVI S2000 MI AMP £800 £640
AIWA XKS9000 TAPE DECK £700 £525
| B&W MATRIX 805 WALNUT £995 £695
| DPA DSP200S PRE AMP £495 £345
DPA DPA 200S POWER AMP £750 8525
DPA “LITTLE BIT TWO” DAC £425 £299
EXPOSURE XX AMP £625 £450
JBL K2S 9500 LOUDSPEAKERS £17000  £9000
MARANTZ CD10 £1200 £899
MARANTZ CD72 SE £600 £420
McINTOSH MCD 7009 £2635 POA
McINTOSH C22 PRE AMP £2600 POA
| McINTOSH C712 PRE AMP £1480 POA
McINTOSH MC 7100 PWR £1260 POA
McINTOSH MC150 PWR £2855 POA
McINTOSH MC500 PWR £6265 POA
NAKAMICHI DR3 £450 £350
NAKAMICHI ST-3s £350 £250
NAKAMICHI MB2 £850 £550
REL STORM £695 £550
| RUARK ICON ROSEWOOD £360 £250
| RUARK TALISMAN Il BLACK £750 £525
| RUARK PALADIN WALNUT £1100 LS,
RUARK EQUINOX ROSEWOOD £1850 £999
| TUBE TECHNOLOGY UNISIS £1650 £1099
NP PR OP B »)m=
, MUSICALFIDELITY....SPECIAL OFFERS
f were now |
F22 Pre Amp, phono mm £1100 £799 |
| F15 Power Amp £1900 £1350
'FCDCD Player £1500 £1050
| FX Power Amp £1100

A

ALL BRAND NEW, BOXED AND WITH 5 YEAR
GRANDIX WARRANTY.

HI-FI WORLD



Hart Audio Kits and factory assembled units use the very best audiophile componzats in
circult designs by the rencwned John Linsley Hood to give you unbeatable performance
and unhekevabie valve for mongy

We have atuays led the field for easy home construction to professional standards, even in
the sixties we were using easily assembled printed circuits when Heathi! in Amenca were
Still using laghoards! Many years of experience and innovation, going back fo the early
Dinsttaig and Bailoy classics gives us incomparable design expertise in the needs of the
‘home consiructor The current range of Hart kifs s designed b giee you all the components
for a matching ensemble of audio exgelience

|
|
|

[ —

K1100 AUDIO DESIGN 80 WATT POWER AMPLIFIER.

Thns fantastic John Linstew Haod designad amphiter is the flagship of our range. and the
idfea] powerhouss lor yoer cltmale bk system Ths kil is your way to get £X performance
at bargatn basement prices. Urique design features such as huly FET stabiised power
supplies give this amplifier World Class performance with startling clarity and transparency
ol sound. alfied to the mous HART qualily of components and ease of construction
Useful options are a stereo LED power me'er and a versatile passive front end giving
switched inputs, with ALPS precisian Blue Velvet low-noise volume and balance controls.
Construction 1S very simpie and enjayable with ail the difficult work done for you, even the
winng is pre~tsmminaied. ready fof fastast uss! All versions are avaitabie with Standrd
compongnts or speculy seected Super Audephile components 2 £29.60 edra per
channel, plus £2 40 it you wand o incluce Gold Plated speaker terminals.

S— e 5,

K11008 Compizte STANDARD Amlifier Ki, £395.21
A11006 Factory Assembed £499.21
K1100SC Complete SLAVE Amphfer K, £ £333.62:
AN100SC Factory Assembled £422.62
K1100M Cormpiste MDSOBLOC Anpiite Ki, £251.20
A100M Fectory Assembied £229.20
RLH10 Reprnts of atest Ampffle aticls, £450
K1100GM Construction Manual with fll parts fists £5.50

K1400 AUDIOPHILE PREAMPLIFIER. A versahie ultra igh qualily preamp with ng Jess
than seven inputs, alf switched by sealed tgh quality refays. Separate tape output setection
Class “A° haadphone output for twe phones Lo-Z long fing dnve facility
St Ko

K1400T Ki! wih T-cange lone costrols

£343.49
£398.41

CHIARA" SINGLE ENOED CLASS “A" HEADPHONE AMPLIFIER.
First Modufe lo ppear in our néw 2000 Renge” of kits: This umt provdes a high quailly
‘phong oulput for thase many ampkhiers that do not have one Easily installed with special
Iink-through Bty the unit craws iIs power from our new Andante Uitra High Qualdy fimear
torodal supply Heused in the ne2(, biesh finsliad, Hart mimibox it festures the w2
frequency response, Igw-thstortion and musicaiily tha one associakes with designs from
the renownad John Linsley Hood Pre-lerminated imtsrconnecting lesds and PCB mounted
sockets prevent supply palanty reversal and on-board dhagnostics provie visual saication
of supply g nfegrily. Volume and balance controfs are Aips “Blue Vebvet” companents
Very easily built, even by beginners, since all componants 1t directly on the single printed
circuit board and theve is no comventional waring whatsoever, The kit has very detailed
instructions. and even comes wih a roif of Hart audhegrads siiver sofder, It can also be
supphied factoy assembied and lested Selhing for less than the total cost of ail the
compenents, if they were baught separalely, this unit represents incredible
value br mongy and makes an altrastive and hammonious addition 1o any
b sysem
k2100 Complete Kit £109.50
K21005A Senes Audigphile version with selected audiophile
PRGRES £112.46
A21008A Factory Assembled and Tested ‘Chera®  £149.46

Hart Audio Kits -
Your Value for Money Route to Better Sound

2 Penylan Mill, Oswestry, Shropshire, UK. SY 10 9AF
Phone 01691 652894 Fax. 01691 662864

K3565 “Andante” Audaphule Power Supply Ki to suit £85.42
A3565 Factory Assembied and Tested “Andznte: £126.42
Special Offer, Both Units in Kit Form together, with SA version “Chigra” weth matns and
DC Supply lead ONLY £184.92
Factory Assembled and Tested OMLY £267.88

K1450 MAGNETIC PICKUP PREAMPLIFIER KIT ‘eatures a tolally diserete component
implemeniation with the supenor sound of the Shuet Feegback congept High quahty
components filing to an advanced double sided printed circuit board make this a product at
the leating edge of technalogy that you will be proud 1o own. Nevertheless with ot step by
Sigp instructions it i very easy and satistying to assemble. The hugher current consumption
of this unit means thal i is best powersd by our new Andante Audio Power Suppry, fisetf
an advanced piece of fechnology in 3 matching case  This supplies the superbly smoothed
and stabilised supply fines nezded by ny sensitive prearmyifier and eztures a fully potted
Hi-grads forostal franstormer along with a special mited shift earttvng System for hum free
operation The K1450 is surlabie tov aff moving coil and moving magnet bransducers this
umt is especially recommendad for, and will extract the very best from the modern
GEReaL N of Iow Ouput hugh quaity moving coil ransducers

Tris magnilicent lot, comes complete with aif parts ready to assemble inside the fully
Himushed 228 x 134 x 63mm case. Comes with full easy to toliow, instructions as well as
e Hart Guide fo PCB Construction, we even throw in engugh Hart Audiograde Silver
Satdet o constnuct yout kit
K1450 Complets K1t
K14508A Audiphile Kit

£111.58
£133.94

Why not buy the repnnts and construchon menusi for the kil you are inlerested in fo see
how easy it is 1o build your own equipment the HART way The FULL cost can be credited
agams! yow subsequent kit perchase

ALPS “Blue Velvet™ PRECISION AUDID CONTROLS.

Now you can throw out those norsy N-matched carbon pols and replece with the rezi hu-f
compongnts only used seiectively 1n the very lop fiight of World class amphhers The
improvement in track accuracy and matching reall is incredible giving better fonal batance

baween channels and rock sowd image sizbilty

MANUAL POTENTIOMETERS

2Gang 100K Lin £15.67
2-Gang 10K, 50K or 100K Log £16.40
2-5ang 10K Spesial Balance, zero crosstalk and zevo centre foss, £17.48
MOTORISED POTENTIOMETERS

2-Gang 20K Log Volvme Control £26.20

2-Gang 10K RD Special Balance, 26¢0 crossiafk and less than 10% loss in contre
pesition £26.98

SOLDERING
The size of modetn components makes the right Soldenng equipment essential for good
results Everything we offer we actually use in our owm warkshaps! See our Lists for the
L]
845-820 XS240 ANTEX 240v 25w Soldering lron This is the iceal Mutti-purpose iron as
the bit s designed 1o totally surround the element giving the best heat tianster. This
expsiiznt design also means thal athough i 1s small and handy encugh for modem
sompongats Hs healing capacily 1S better than karge irons of conventional construction
Ercellgal Vaive 9.9
845080 ST4 Lightwaight So!dering Jron Stand This has provision for the classic damp
Sponge for bit wiping £3.95

HART SUPER AUDIDGRADE SILVER SOLDER
Hart Super Audiograce Sitver Sodder has been specially formultad for the senous
audiophite Not only does it give be2usiul ezsy-to-make joints bul i 1s designed to melt &
normal soldenng kemperztures avouding the possibiity of thermal damage to componznts
o the eed for special high temparature irons A very low residue flux makes periect joints
easy but elimnates the need for board cleaning afer assembly.

845-007 3mtrs 225WG in Hart Mim: Tube. £2.9
845-006 100g Reel Special Valve Grade, 0swg £12.9
845-009 100g Precision PC8 Grade, 225wy £14.75

845-110 100g Reel Supertin 24swg for ufira precise control and easy working £21.45

SZW VALVE AMP TRANSFORMERS
Special set toroidal transformes, 2 output & 1 mams for the “Hot Audio Power” valve
amplifier design described in the Oct 1995 1ssue of Wireless World™ Tolal W14 84g
%al ‘pice for the sef.

Phiotocapies of Articte by Jeff Macauley . :
TECHNICAL BOOKSHELF

“AUOI0 ELECTRONICS™ J L Linsley Hood

Now entirely re-whiten by the master himself this new book covers the undertying audio. |

Techmques and equipment in tape recording, tuners, power oulpul stages, digital audo, test

instruments and loudspezker crossover systems

1SBN 0-7506-2181-8 £18.99°

“THE ART OF LINEAR ELECTRONICS. " J L Linsley Hood

The vefinitive finear eleetronics and audio book. Learn how 10 read cicuil diagrams and

undersland amphifiers and how they are designed 10 give the bes! sound The standard

reference for alf who work, or are intevested i s fald

0-7505-08684

R2E

£16.95*

HART Exclusive! FREE amendments sheet with each copy.

“THE ART OF SOLDERING” R Brewster

Absolitely zssenlial rasding for anyong who ever pigks up a solering iron

1SN PSB43 0

“ACTIVE FILTER CODKBOOK™ Don Lancaster

Alf the inside imformation on the calculation on construction of Low-pass, high pass and

g;sm-nm flters using Bessed, Chetyshe and Butteneorth topolapees
14

£13.95°
“HOW TO USE OSCILLOSCOPES & OTHER TEST EQUIPMENT™ R APenlold
BP267. — : £35
“THE LOUBSPEAKER DESIGN COOKBODK™ New 5t Ed Vance Diciason
Al the mdacgion you eal lo st your new supe loudspeater system
ISBN 1-88256010.9 £25.95¢
ELECTROSTATIC LOUDSPEAKER DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION Ronzld Wages
This classic. desssibes the imoortant parameters of an elechrosiai speaker and indeztes
how each afecie pertormance
B(T6 £15.95
“THE ELECTROSTATIC LOUDSPEAKER OESIGN COOKBOOK " Roger P Sande's
Thes now fite (2kes you right through from the theory of electrostalic loudspeakess to
Aynds a0 guldance an prackica’ consiruction #/so covenng po'arsing Sepples aad
ampiiar SEby A kil chaplr &lso cowers tTinsmisSion Ang weoler weimsss
1SBW 1-882585-U0-1 £24.95
“BULLOCK ON BOXES™ R.M Bullock lil with Rosert White
E2s1to maad goow io° anyone st in losdspeaker enclosures. theorefical calculations
0 praciical budghng and is now considered as onz of the clzssies on the subyect
e

£11.40
LOUDSPEAKERS; THE WHY ANO HOW OF G000 REPRODUCTION” G.A Brigos
The 1049 Ctassic on e who'e sutwect of High Fidebly repraductn

0%4-1913-3 £8.95
VALVE & EARLY CLASSIC BODKS

THE VTL BOOK  David Maniey

Compuwhansive modem bogk on the use of vaives

BKVT1 £17.95

“VALVE AMPLIFIERS”. Morgan Jones

An easy to read modin book on the subject of vaive amplifiers which goes through the art
with very lit theary and a great deal of practical information f you Mecca is whete vaive
srpidiers am en tis s your Koran'!

RAP £25 Owr Price £24.50
MULLARD TUBE CIRCUITS FOR AUDIO AMPUFIERS Mullard Lid

ADIY classit, with sheel metz! diagrams parts hists and performance dala

BT £13.95

THE WRLIAMSON AMPLIFIER.” D T N Whiemss
From Apnil 1947, a cult classic power ampiifier design reprinted from Wireless World
0-9624-19184 £5.95
AN APPROACH TO AUDIO FREQUENCY AMPUIFIER DESIGN. GEC
No less than scveteen vaive ampier cirouls fram 5 lo 1100 Watts. Ful of gemse
information from the valve exa with vave Speciicaions and base connechon diagrams
1-882580-05-2 £18.95
AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES, collected articles from Audio Engineering magazine. Six
volumes covering the days when audio was young and valves were king! All
edited by C.6. McProud. All are £13.55.
VoL 1
The first of the new audio amplifiess. preamps, huners and speakers afier the wr. 38 of the
best arfiedas from 1947 - 1949 BXAAY/1
VoL 2
1950 - 1962 BKAA3Z
VoL 3
43 articias 1952-1955, 7 power asidrs. 18 pre2mps #ad 12 loudspaskers Anatiwe
now propasal 1or an output ranslermrizss 25 Watl wie ampiie BAAY/3

VoL 4
4artisies from 1955 - 1957. Designs for 12 amps and preamps and 6 loudspeaker
B

voLs
48 artictes lrom 1958 & 9 BKAAY/S

VoL 6

38 ankcles from 1960 and 1961 BKAAYS

“AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES™ Specal Offer

All six o onily

“PRINCIPLES OF ELECTRON TUBES” Herbert J Reich PHD
Roprint of a 1941 lextbook on the workings of valves The use of valves i class A AB. B,
and C operabion 1s covered with sample crouts 10potages and dstortion
BRAA

£79.00

21.%
SPECIAL OFFER. With alf book orcers over £15 we will supply FREE. on request 2 John
Lies'cy Haod Wemageaph entiled ‘D tal v Anslogue, Biack Disks o Sihver?”

Posige ca bosks is £2 (£3.50 for heavy books with *} maximum in UK £4.50 for
any nowber 2ry sce! No waiting!. All listed books are normally is stockl.

Ordering your HART kit is easy, simply post, telephone o fax your order anytime. Let us know what you require, with your name, address, cheque or credit card number and
expiry date. Your daytime phone number is useful in case we need to get back to you. If you need further information on our kits just ask our FREE lists. Overseas order are
welcome and we can send anywhere in the World. Past an UK orders up to £20 is £1.50, over £20 - £3.50. Express Courier £10.

QUALITY
AUDIO KITS

24hrs SALES LINE | ALL PRICES \
INCLUDE L 39
01691 652894 Ukt 4 IS




AUDIOPHILE

International Ltd.

The UKs Largest Selection Of Superior Pressings

To Order Call: 01276 855578
Feature; Fax 24 Hours: 01276 855580
For Any Information: 01267 855530

Classic Records credo for creating the best possible products
cannot be emphasised strongly enough. In order to be as faithful to the
. </ original RCA Living Stereo releases and the Master Tapes ‘Classic’

./ assembled the best possible team to make their dream a reality. Left we
~/see Jack Pfeiffer, who in his youth was a pioneer for stereo sound and
‘' /Bernie Grundman transferring the music from the original master tape to
lacquer with extreme care after hours of direct comparison against
numerous copies of different pressing’s of original LPs. (In an attempt to
preserve the intentions of the original producer(s), in terms of the equalisation
" /that was often applied to the original LPs). The freshly grooved lacquer is
~ /taken to the plating plant as quickly as possible. It will be silvered and

J electroplated in ‘the bathes' to produce a master, which is re-plated to produce
"Mothers', which are further re-plated to produce stampers, which are used to
press records. Sample test pressing's are produced to assess strengths and
weaknesses. If there are no problems the production run begins. If defects are
found, Classic start the whole process again. It is this attention to detail that has
__ helped Classic Records to become one of the most incredible reissue series of this

' century.

DCC Compact Classics Classic Records HQ LPs

180gm Virgin Vinyl LPs & 24kt Gold CDs | [More RCA - LSC 180gm HQ LPs

RAY CHARLES AND BETTY CARTER €25 | [LSC 2449 GOUND - FausVBIZET - Carmen £28
THE BEACH BOYS - Pet Sounds €25 | [LSC 2456 LALO - Symphonie Espagnole £28
IGHTNIN HOPKINS - Blues Hoot €25 | |LSC 2500 STRAUSS - Waltzes (Reiner, C.5.0) £28
SONNY ROLLINS - Saxophone Colossus £25 | |LSC 2541 LISZT - TODTENTANZ £28
RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK (2LP Deluxe g.fold)£35 | |LSC 2625 MIHAUD - Creation (deluxe cover)  £35
0D STEWART - Never A Dull Moment £25 | [LDS 6065 THE ROYAL BALLET GALA (2LP) £50

STAN GETZ & CHARLIE BYRD - Jazz Samba £25
RAY CHARLES - Greatest Country & Western Hits £25 Verve Jazz 1809m HQ LPs
ELLA FITZGERALD - Clap Hands Here Comes... £25

ELTON JOHN - Greatest Hits Val. 1 £25
ELTON JOHN - Greatest Hits Vol 2 (LP Only)  £25 | |ELLINGTON & HODGES - Back To Back £25
: COLEMAN HAWKINS ENCOUNTERS £25

WES MONTGOMERY - Goin’ Out Of My Head ~ £25 ; :
CREAM - Fresh Cream £05 COLEMAN HAWKINS - Alive At The Village Gate £25

= g . f BILLY HOLDAY - Songs For Distingue Lovers £25
Classic Records HQ LPs EREF - iifeeisiO1Fire (BUF/CO Sg) £35 | |E| LA FITZGERALD - Let No Man Write My...  £25

— €D Only Titles ;
Buy two or more of any £28 title for £25 each. . . BILL EVANS - Live At Montreux £25
S $OB DY'-ANS' H'ghwlaé 61 AEvisited 225 ELLINGTON & HODGES - Side By Side £25
LSC 1806 STRAUSS - Aso Sprach Zarathusira £28 | [T11E Eaaico ~ o Saliem £25 | |SONNY STITT - Blowing The Biues £25
L OFFENBACH - Gaite Parisi HE EAGLES - Greatest Hits 25 | | JOHNNY HODGES - Blues A Plenty £25
SC 1817 OF CH - Gaite Parisienne £28 THE DOORS - The Doors ¢o5
LSC 1831 BRAHMS - Piano Concerto No.1 £28 RCA 180gm HQ LPs
THE DOORS - Strange Days £25
LSC 1893 RAVEL - Daphnis Et Chloe £28 B HARRY BELAFONTE - At Carnegie Hall 2LP £37
. THE DOORS - L.A. Woman £25
LSC 1900 BERLIOZ - Symphony Fantastique ~ £28 | | _Waiti BOB & RAY - Throw A Stereo Spectacular £25
HE DOORS - Waiting For The Sun £25
LSC 1901 TCHAIKOVSKY - Symphony No.6 £28 . = DICK SCHORY - Bang Baa-room & Harp €25
MILES DAVIS - Cookin £25
LSC 1934 BARTOK - Concerto For Orchestra  £28 e SONNY ROLLINS - The Bridge £25
LSC 2077 STRAUSS - Til Eulenspiegel g2g | [MILES DAVIS - Relaxin "
' MILES DAVIS - Steamin’ 25 | |CBS Jazz 180gm HQ LPs
LSC 2134 OVERTURE! OVERTURE! £28 - :
o MILES DAVIS - Workin £25 | IDAVE BRUBECK - Time Out £25
LSC 2135 PROKOFIEFF - Cinderella £28 || - .
- : A GETZ MEETS MULLIGAN IN HI-Fi £25 | IDUKE ELLINGTON - Blues In Orbit £25
LSC 2150 STRAVINSKY - Lt. Kije (Reiner, CSO) £28 CREEDENCE CLEARWATER - Willy & The Poor... £25
LSC 2183 THE REINER SOUND £28 || e e\ CF GLEARWATER - Gosmo's Factory £25 Jazz Planet 180gm LPs & HQ CDs
LSC 2185 RACHMANINOFF - Symphony No 3 £28 v ART DAVIS - A Time Remembered (180gm LP)  £25
. CREEDENCE CLEARWATER - Bayou Country ~ £25
LSC 2201 MUSSORGSKY - Pictures At An... £28 b HQ CD €15
3 ] CREEDENCE CLEARWATER - Green River £25
LSC 2222 DEBUSSY - |beria (Reiner) £28 THE BAND - Stage Fright £05 .
LSC 2225 WITCHES BREW (Gibson) £28 ge g
\ BILL EVANS - Portrait In Jazz £25
LSC 2234 SAINT-SAENS - Piano Concerto No.2 £28
3 THE BEACH BOYS - Endless Summer £25
LSC 2257 ELGAR - Pomp & Circumstance £28
" X LEON RUSSELL - Leon Russell £25
LSC 2271 RAVEL/D'INDY - Pianon Concerto £28 h
HEART - Dreamboat Annie £25
LSC 2285 WALTON - Facade 28
STEVE MILLER BAND - Book Of Dreams £25
LSC 2288 PROKOFIEFF - Symphony No.7 £28 .
STEVE MILLER BAND - Fly Like An Eagle £25
LSC 2298 BORODIN - 2nd Symphony £28 i
: LINDA RONSTADT - Greatest Hits £25
LSC 2313 SOLTI - Venice (Roya! Opera House) £37
ELECTRIC LIGHT ORCHESTRA - Eldorado £25
LSC 2322 SHOSTAKOVICH - Sym. No.1 £28
; ’ JIM CROCE - Gold In A Bottle £25
LSC 2323 TCHAKOVSKY - Capricco !talien £28 .
S WES MONTGOMERY - So Much Guitar! £25
LSC 2418 ELGAR - Enigma Variations £28 ’
. ELLA FITZGERALD - Sings Cole Porter Songbook £35
(SC 2419 DVORAEEESAIEIEe £28 || JOHN COLTRANE & PAUL QUINICHETTE £25 B“_”E
LSC 2423 REINER - Festival (Chicago S.0) £28

LSC 2430 RACHMANINOFF - Teme! Paganini £28 | [SONNY ROLLINS - Tanor Madness ]

: : BAD FINGER - Straight Up £25 ’ Hﬂlm Y
LSC 2436 RESPIGHI - Pines Of Rome (Reiner)  £28 | |55 NNONBALL ADDERLEY - Know What | Mean? £25 A




Look Whats New At : AUDIOPHILE INTERNATIONAL !

Black Diamond Racing
"The Shelf”

First seen at the '94
U.S.A's summer CES
show where it left
listenars in the ProAc
room :speechiess.

Black Diamond Racing [
‘The Shelf’ moves you §¥
a lot closer to the

imusic, or if you prefer

lbrings the musicians

lhome, to play in your

own I'ving room!

'The Shelf' us an ultra

dense weave of

carbcen fibre, used in

conjunction with the 6 carbon fibre
impregnated polymer Black
Diamond Racing support cones
provides the ultimate isotation tool.
For more information regarding
Back. Diamond. Call 01276 855530.

Mobile Fidelity Sound Labs

Recommended CDs & LPs Grapevine LPs & CDs

The following are recommended by Audiophile
International Ltd. For Sonics or conterit.

JOHN COLTRANE - The Heavyweight Champion
These are the complete Atlantic Recordings. 7CD  £98
Also available as a 12LP box set £200
TORI AMOS - Boys For Pele (US import)

Stunning new album. Two LP Clear Virgin Vinyl set £15
TAB BENOIT - What I iive For (US import CD only) £13
RAY BROWN/JIMMY ROWLES - As Good As.(CD) £13
MILES DAVIS - Live At The Plugged Nickel
US imported 7CD box set

BJORK - Post (European Black Vinyl) €9

British Pink Vinyl £12
k.d.LANG - All You Can Eat (US import LP) £12
BRIAN ENO - Passengers (US import LP) €12

TERRY EVANS - Putting it Down (HQ 180gm LP) €17
HQ CD

BEATLES - Anthology (3LP set)
RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS - Out In LA (US import)
A album that captures the best of this groups talents.
19 unreleased cuts, rare versions and club mixes.£10

Pope Music Dynamic Fidelity

[Super high quality 200gm LPs and 24kt Gold CDs

MUDDY WATER - Folk Singer £25
PINK FLOYD - Atom Heart Mother £25
EMERSON LAKE & PALMER - Tarkus £25
ALAN PARSONS PRCJECT - Tales Of Mystery... £25
THE MODERN JAZZ QUARTET - MJQ £25

THE MODERN JAZZ QUARTET - At Carnegie Hall £25

U2 - The Unforgettabie Fire £25
STAN GETZ & JOAO GILBERTO - Getz / Gilberto £25
TRAFFIC - The Low Spark Of High Heeled Boys  £25
JOHN HIATT - Bring The Family £25
QUEEN - The Game £25
JEAN MICHEL JARRE - Oxygene £25
ALLMAN BROTHERS BAND - Brothers & Sisters  £25
DUXE ELLINGTON - Anatomy Of A Murder (LP)  £25
MOGDY BLUES - On The Threshold Of A Dream £25
DAVE BRUBECK - We're All Together Again For .. £25
COLLINS, CRAY & COPELAND - Showdown! £25
EMERSON, LAKE & PALMER - Trilogy £25
ERIC CLAPTON - Eric Clapton £25
BOB MARLEY & THE WAILERS - Exodus £25
JOHN MELLENCAMP - The Lownsome Jubilee £25
JOE COCKER - Sheffield Steel £25

HANK CRAWFORD - Soul Of The Ballad (LP only) £25
TODD RUNDGREN - Something / Anything? (2LP) £35

ALB=RT COLLINS - Coid Snap £25
JEAN MICHEL JARRE - Equinoxe £25
THE MODERN JAZZ QUARTET - At Music Inn £25
RICK WAKEMAN - Journey To The Centre Of ...  £25
REM - Murmur £25
MOODY BLUES - Every Good Boy Deserves ... £25
SONNY TERRY & BROWNIE McGHEE £25
GERRY MULLIGAN & BEN WEBSTER £25
B.B.KING - Lucille £25
BOB MARLEY & THE WAILERS - Catch A Fire £25
COUNT BASIE - April In Paris £25
JOAN BAEZ - Diamonds & Rust £25
DEREK & THE DOMINOS - In Concert (2LP) £37
BERNARD HERRMANN - The Fantasy Film World £25
MULLIGANCAT & DESMOND - Blues In Time £25
OSCAR PETERSON, MILT JACKSON - Very Tall £25
STEVENS - Teaser And The Fire Cat £25
AVERAGE WHITE BAND - AWB £25
JOHN MAYALL - The Blues Alone £25
BILLIE HOLIDAY - Body And Sout £25

ELLA FITZGERALD & LOUIS ARMSTRONG (2LP) £35

NEIL YOUNG - Old Ways £25
DERIK & THE DOMINO'S - Live (2LP Set) £35
BOSTON - Boston. £25
TOTO - IV £25
MOODY BLUES - To Our Childrens Children £25

Please note; Grapevine CDs are £13 each.

MARY BLACK - Mary Black £9
MARY BLACK - Collected £9
MARY BLACK - Without The Fanfare £9
MARY BLACK - By The Time It Gets Dark £9
MARY BLACK - Babes In The Wood £9
MARY BLACK - No Frontiers £9
MARY BLACK - The Collection £9
MARY BLACK - The Holy Ground. £9
{MARY BLACK - Circus. £10
EMMYLOU HARRIS - Cowgirls Prayer. £9
EMMYLOU HARRIS - Wrecking Ball. £10
CHRISTY MOORE - Live At The Point. £9
JANIS JAN - Revenge. £10 |

New - Books & Magazines

We now have in stock the following U.S /mpo:?ed n W

Magazines.

the abso!ute sound
Although many believe that TAS is no
longer with us we have in stock the
following exciting new issues.

Isupw high quality 24kt Gold CDs PopeMusic hav
created the 'DYNAMIC FIDELITY' process to be the
best canvas and brushes any artest could ask for, to
provid the ultimate in expression; to evoke both the
subtlety and strength of the entire range of human
emotions.

LOR! LIEBERMAN - A Thousand Dreams

An original acoustic recording, that weaves you in a
multitude of moods. £25
THE UNLIKELY SILHOUETTES (Russian Sym)

Unique interpretation of Bizet's "Camen Suite" and|
Shostakovitchs "Bolt". £25
ENTANGLED DEVOTIONS (Russian Sym)

18 Months in the making, Beethoven's Piano Concerto)|
No.5 "Moonlight” Sonata arguably the most romantic
performance of our generation. £25
LORI LIEBERMAN - Home Of Whispers

A classic follow up album, with Lori at her most|
personal, you will not be left unmoved! £25
FAREWELL (Russian Symphony Orchestra)

Mark Gorenstein’s evocative mterpretation of|
Tchaikovsky's Sixth Symphony. £25

- TAS 100 For Information call £8

\ \ TAS 101..For Information call  £8
TAS 102 Anaiogue Issue £8

\TAS 103 Special Recordings £8

TAS 104 Quo Vardis Hi-End  £8

L the tracking angle
The tracking angle is an exciting new magazine written
|\by famed writer Micheal Fremer. Following the success
of his colomn in TAS Micheal has launched his own
music review magaczin.

TA 001 The First Issue £5
TA 002 What Makes A Classic Record £5
TA 003 Zen And The Art Of Record Cleaning £5
TA 004 The Rolling Stones LPs & CDs Survey £5
TA 005 Double Issue which includes;
Hendrix LP & CD survey, Interviews with engineers

£5

[Eddie Kramer & Shawn Murphy. Sill only

' Mapleshade HQ CDs

KENDRA SHANK &THE LARRY - Afterglow. ]
Produced by the incomparable Shirley Horn to
introduce a gifted new ballard singer - fresh, sensual. A
new reference for female voice transparency and
intimacy.

NORRIS TURNEY QUARTET - Big, Sweet ‘N’ Blue

£13

RIGINARL MASTER

i -
-

Decca Lim td Edition

'High quality 180gm HQ Vinyl LPs

SXL 2020 ESPANA (Argenta, LSO) £25

SXL 2011..STRAVINSKY - Petrushka (Anserment) £25
SXL 2128 ADAM - Giselle (Martinon) £25
SXL 2289 DVORAK - Symphony No 9 (Kertesz) £25
SXL 2136 DEBUSSY - Boite A Joujeux £25
SXL 2164 RAVEL - Daphnis Et Chioce (Monteux) £25
SXL 2110 SCHUBERT - Trout Quintet (Curzon)  £25]
SXL 2017 STRAVINSKY - The Fire Bird £25 |
SXL 2002 BEETHOVEN - Piano Concerto(Curzon) £25
SXL 6111 BARTOCK - The Miraculous Mandarin  £25
SXL 2045 SCHUBERT - Symphony No.9 (Krips) £25
SXL 2092/93 TCHAIKOVSKY - The Nutcracker £45
SXL 2062 RAVEL/DEBUSSY - Ma Mere L'Oye £25 l

Audiophile International Ltd. r.o. sox 303, chobham, Surrey, GU24 8YP.

If you really like music and want a better selection of the latest releases on standard vinyl, gold D and audiophile vinyl as well as the
"eassurance that your order will reach you safely you ought to join our world wide data base. Send £3 in postage stamps for our huge
jloss catalogue (includes £3 refundable coupon) which contains the UKs largest selection of audiophile recordings. Then every
month receive free of charge 'update’ catalogues containing new releases and used mint condit:on LPs. To order call one of our
umbers, your order will be handled that same day. First LP £3 additional 75p. First CD £2 additional 50p. Orders sent First Class
Recorded. For large orders we offer Parcel Force Next Day fixed at £6.75.

Ellington’s last alto star, Norris Turney with an historic
rhythm section: Jimmy Cobb, Miles’ drummer; Walter
|Booker, Thelonious’ last bassist and Larry Wills on
|piano. Mapleshade’s biggest, mellowest sax sound yet.
£13
WALTER DAVIS JR. - In Walked Thelonious.
Breathtaking interpretations of Monk by the late
renowned pianist who toured with Bird at 17 and
became Monk's protege at 18. Creates an intense,
mystical dialogue between Walter and Thelonious
himself. Captures the powerfully percussive piano
sound of the bebop master like no other recording. £13
THE FRANK KIMBROUGH TRIO - Lonely Woman
One of the most listenable, harmonically rich new piano
trios since Bill Evans. Deep lyricism on slow ballards,
haunting originals performed with great sensitivity.
Transparently clear piano, warm and lucid bass,
startlingly delicate cymbals.
EDDIE GALE QUINTET - A Minute With Miles.
A great trumpeter's odyssey: Eddie Gale takes you from
Africa to New Orleans to modern jazz and beyond.
Instruments sound stunningly present, 3-dimensional
and focused. £13 }

£13
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%r 13 STATION ROAD, HORSHAM, WEST SUSSEX RH13 5EZ ‘ﬁ
- Telephone: {01403) 251302 Fax: (01403) 270339
ij s “W Test Equipment ¢ Components ® Accessories
Electromechanical ® Mechanical ® Engineering
’ VALVES
GZ34 MULLARD £15ea 2.5H 220MA £15 4) PRIMARY 115/230V
GZ37 MULLARD £7 ea 7.4H 150MA £15 SECONDARY 0 - 380V 190MA
GZ32 MULLARD £15ea 4H 120MA £15 0 - 6.4V 4A £20ea
EL 84 MULLARD £7 ea 15H 150MA £25
EF86 MULLARD £8 ea  3.5H 300MA £15 OIL FILLED FIL/ TRANSFORMERS
ECC81 MULLARD £6 ea 1) PRIMARY 220 - 250V
ECC82 MULLARD £8 ea OIL FILLED SECONDARY
ECC83 MULLARD £10 ea H.T. TRANSFORMERS 0 - 4-5-6-3-3A
M8137 MULLARD £15ea 1) PRIMARY 115/ 230V 0-4-5-6-3-3A  £25each
E88CC MULLARD £10 ea SECONDARY
ECC88 MULLARD £8 ea 1250 - 0 - 1250 310MA  2) PRIMARY 115/230V
4.6V 100 MA £75ea SECONDARYO- 2.5V -5V -6.4V7A
OIL FILLED CHOKES 0-25V-5V-64V7A
5H 200MA £15 2) PRIMARY 230V 6.4V 7A 6.4V 7A £30ea
5H 400MA £25 SECONDARY
10H 250MA £30 375-0- 375222 MA  3) PRIMARY 115/230V
10H 350MA £35 6.3V 5A 6.3V 5A 6.3V 2A SECONDARY
16H 120MA £20 S5V4AL£40ea 0-2.5-5V-6.4V2A
5H 600MA £30 3) PRIMARY 115/230V 0-2.5V -5V - 6.4V 2A
4.5H 280MA £15 SECONDARY 640 -0- 640 160MA  0- 2.5V - 5V - 6.4V 2A
4.5H 220MA £15 330 -0 - 330 225MA  £40ea 0- 2.5V -5V - 6.4V 2A £25ea
AVO CT 160 VALVE TESTER, REFURBISHED AND
CALIBRATED BY THE M.O.D., PRISTINE CONDITION WITH LEADS AND
DATA BOOKS £150ea

L PxP £5 PER ORDER UK ONLY, PLUS V.A.T. AT 17.5% TO BE ADDED TO ORDERS. ﬂ!

j—

d iverse vinyl
A vinyl service aiming to cover the whole music spectrum est 1988
12 Upper Dock Street Newport Gwent NP9 1DF. 9am - 5.30pm Mon - Sat
phone/fax 01633 256261 / 259661
Mastercard Visa Catalogues available Amex Switch JCB
New and Forthcoming Releases "
Afghan Whigs Black Love 9 £8 50 i £ £ 799
Angelique Kidjo Fita i 1/4 R X -
Alanis Morissefte Jagged Little Pill £9 [ X f
Beatles Antholc ?y 2 £21 (
Cranberries The Faith g1 (
High Llamas Hawaii £8 ¢
High Llamas Gideon Gaye £8 90
Howie B Music For Bobies £8 90
lan McNabb Merseybeost £1
us| Lovelife £8 )
Offspring Smash ‘ £8 MARAN
Pulp Countdown 92-83 £8 )
Rage Against Machin vilEmpire 15/ £9 \
Raw Sty%us Pushing Against The Flow £9 ]
Ride Tarantula £7 i
Ride Live lightdouble us) £1290 A
Ronny Jordan Light To Dork 5/4 £TBC !
Sepultyra Roots £7 9C
Shed Seven A Maximum Higt £1BC !
Sinead Lohan Who Do You Think | Am £8 90
Stereclab Emperor Tomato Ketchup £TB8C MOR
Sting Mercury Falling £8 90
Terorvision Regular Urban Services £8 90
Willy De Ville Loup Garou import £15.90 A
New Blue Nofe Releases R
Donald Byrd Electric Bird £9.90
Duke Pearson Don't Care Who Know. £9 90
;|~ohn Patton Memphis To New York Spirit £9 90 2 .
onnie Smith Mave Your Hand £9 90 ‘
Three Sounds Live At The It Clut £9 90 2
Various Bluw Note Rowe € £9 90 3
Back Catalogue and Current

Bad Religion The Gy Ru v £9 90
Bruce Dickinson Skunkworks £7.50
Curtis Maytield Back To The £7.90
Eagles, Hell Freezes port £17 90
Frank Zappa Joe's Garage 3 .53 £14 90 b R R ;
Frank Zappa Sheik Yer Bou £9.90 £ 5
ugees The Score £10.90 £ 50995 £ 4999
Leroy Hutson love oh L £7 90 y
lou ‘eed Set The Twilight Reeling-import £1590 R
Miles Dovis Workin' And Steamin’double £16 50
Natural Four Heaven Rudhl Here On Earth £7 90
n)(lf»\s g ‘I)’YI'lSdix‘Iu)iré\U titles (‘(JChE%? gg) Mail Order Services *
he Open Minc nillips label Re-issue > 20 H i
Tr(mryrﬂl()m A Di":kml Shore £5 50 Maijor Credit Cord Accepted
[rolun l(){:l S le;!'in " ‘ C\/v’muk h')i:i/,‘,,r‘x F d -f’,’ inal " belu 1 £7.90 Call O'I 788 540772

r election o rrent an singles available. . : H

NegveDedi:oted 'ele:hone/fox number 07633 - 256261 or write fo 12 Regent Street, Rugby, Warwickshire

m MAY 1996 HI-FI WORLD



Electric Eel.

THE READING ROOM, THE STREET, STOWLANGTOFT, SUFFOLK. I1P31 3] X
TEL: [01359] 231 023 FAX: [01359] 232 323

8 January 1995

Hello Peter,

Recently you supplied me with Slate Audio speaker stands for my Harbeth
Compact 7 monitors and a plynth, arm & cartridge for my Garard 301 turntable. I
can honestly say that this was money well spent !

I am a studio engineer and as I use my Harbeths for mixing sessions, it is
absolutely critical that they reproduce what has been recorded without
colouration, warts & all ! Other stands, despite manufacturers’ claims, are not
always neutral. Not so Slate Audio. They give me definition from the
loudspeaker I have not heard before. They also give me positive immaging.....I
can place an instrument or effect wherever I want in the stereo with confidence.
Recently I worked with a group that used a 26 inch kick drum...notoriously
difficult to record. But I was able to record & mix knowing that what I was
hearing was true. The proof of the pudding was when the test pressing arrived at
my home and all the 30 & 40 hz were still present and not “rolled off” in the cut.
Thank you Abbey Road Cutting Room.

The marble plynth for my 301 is a work of art. I am happy to say that it sounds as
good as it looks. I had been listening soley to compact discs at home for the last
five or six years, and when I first put up the Slate Audio 301 I must admit to
having quite a shock. It took me a short while to get used to the sonics of vinyl.
However, once adjusted, forever converted. Now that my cartridge is run in I am
more than happy to ditch the CD player in favour of my old records. They have
new life, dynamics & energy. Thank you Peter Soper.

Kind regards,

KEVIN M&\
~ O

STUDIO SALES - DESIGN - INSTALLATION
SLATE AUDIO
47 Gemini Close, Leighton Buzzard, England.
01525 384174

THE BEST SPEAKER STANDS & RECORD PLAYERS IN THE WORLD

HI-FI WORLD



DEFINITIVE AUDIO

The experience of listening to music on most Hi-Fi systems is a pale imitation of the experience of live performed music. This
should not be the case but the language of Hi Fi journalism shows us how we have come to accept that it is. Undue attention is
paid to incidental issues whilst the fundamentals are overlooked. Unsurprisingly Hi Fi has become an acquired interest, one
that non audiophiles are amused or puzzled by. These non audiophiles would not be puzzled by a live performance of their
favoured music programme. Live orchestral music has a rich balance of qualities that Hi Fi can rarely reproduce, scale and
effortless dynamic range, power with grace and fineness of tone. Definitive Audio has for years only been interested in
equipment that can reproduce the full breadth of this experience. We achieve this to a standard that has been making waves
and changing the industry. Experienced audio journalists have described our systems as "so real it makes a mockery of
conventional stereo" (Jonathon Kettle - Audiophile) and "Good enough to represent the country" (Jason Kennedy - Hi Fi Choice)
Maybe you should find out why?

SECOND HAND ITEMS FOR SALE

SALE RRP
LFD PA2M MONO POWER AMPLIFIERS (CORIAN) 2months old £1500 £2200
LFD LINE PRE AMPLIFIER TO MATCH ABOVE 2 months old £1500 £2200
LFD 5m BI WIRE SET SPIROFLEX SPEAKER CABLE POA
HORNING AGATHON 3 WAY HORN OAK £3200 £3600
STAX SR34 HEADPHONE £110 £180
TEAC VRDS 20 12 MONTHS OLD £800 £1400
MICROMEGA DUO CD2 TRANSPORT £1380 £2500
SNELL All 3 WAY LOUDSPEAKER SYSTEM £1500 £4500
SNELL Jil 2 WAY LOUDSPEAKER SYSTEM £450 £800
MONITOR AUDIO MA 800 ROSEWOOD £375 £800
MUSICAL FIDELITY CDT VALVE CD £230 £520
AUDIO INNOVATIONS CLASSIC 25 KIT - NEW £600 £700
AUDIO INNOVATIONS 5200 POWER £400 £500

VARIOUS EQ SUPPORTS AND USED HIGH END 1/C CABLES AND SPEAKER CABLES

Audio for the first time buyer and seasoned enthusiast.
Quality advice, guidance and service
A wide range of interesting products, some mainstream, some unusual, all serious
Low and mid power valve amplifiers, horn and high sensitivity loudspeakers.
UK AGENT - Horning and Lowther. WORLDWIDE AGENT - Vitavox and Living Voice.
Please phone of fax for further details

Import/Export. Visa Amex Mastercard Tel/Fax 0044(0) 115 9813 562

TRADE UP WITH NVA BLACK BOX RANGE KITS

We are so confident in our superiority over A range of eas’y to assemble solid state kit
competitive product we will trade in any amps, with fu I{ tested and fitted printed
current or recent popular amplifier at its circuit boards. If you are competent with a
current or last retail price against selected soldering iron these kits should be no
NVA product (not kits). Money back problem. A full rebuild and sort out service

guaranteed if not satisfied. available.
Exambles: AP30 Integrated Amplifier £230.00
il AP50 Integrated Amplifier £320.00
Audiolab 8000 Upgrade o NVA P50/A60 £351.00 Phono Stage Fitted £70.00
Pioneer A400x  Upgrade o NVAAPS0  £220.00 AGO Stereo Power Amplifier £300.00
Naim NAIT3 Upgrade o NVA P9O/AGO £340.00 A70 Mono Power Amplifier £570.00 Pair
A80 Mono Power Amplifier £880.00 Pair
Direct from NVA or participating retailers: P50 4 Input Pre Amp £180.00
. Chantry Audio-Newark. P20 6 Input Pre Amp £240.00
Doug Brady Hi-F-Warrington . Phono | MM or MC Phono Unit £170.00
. Phono 2 MM or MC Phono Unit £240.00

. Sound h-N h.

Lol 1 £180.00

EX REVIEW/DEMONSTRATION STOCK BARGAINS, The
Emotive Statement (TES) CD Player £1000.00 RRP £2000.00

NVA, 6 Watermill Ind. Est., Aspenden Road, Buntingford, NVA, 6 Watermill Ind. Est., Aspenden Road, Buntingford,
Hertfordshire SG9 9|S Herffordshire SG9 9JS
Tel: 01763 272707 Fax: 01763 271594 Tel: 01763 272707 Fax: 01763 271594

m MAY 1996 HI-FI WORLD



FOR PEOPLE WITH EARS

Valve ampnner sonic upgrades, cost effective critical components only THE CUSTOMER SPEAKS
or total rebuilds utilising your component preferences. Alternatively, )
| can select components to meet your particular sonic requirements. SILVER INTERCONNECTS:

Most amplifiers are suitable subjects, both vintage and contemporary. “THEY DELIVER A VERY OPEN TRANSPARENT SOUND AND
| have musically enhanced amplifiers from the 1940’s to Audio OFFER SUPERB VALUE FOR MONEY"

Research Inc. latest designs. R J
With regard to component choices | have them from Hovland music, AMAZING, LIKE OPENING A WINDOW.

I.A.R., Kimber, M.1.T., Wima, Sprague, Audio Note, Vishay, Allen PRE-AMP POWER SUPPLY (NAIM):
Bradley, Sfernice, Noble, Solen and MANY MORE.
All work is carried out using I.A.R. Wonder Solder. “YOUR POWER SUPPLY IS T&‘EDBE@GEST UPGRADE I'VE EVER
POWER SUPPLIES “IMPOSSIBLE! I'M GETTING SO MUCH MORE MUSIC"

State of the art power supplies are availabie for most solid state and ]
valve equipment, also turntables; including Naim pre-amps, Audio MODIFICATIONS:

Alchemy products i.e. DAC in the Box, QED Digit, Oracle Delphi, “THE WORK YOU HAVE CARRIED OUT HAS LIFTED MY LUXMAN
Rivelin Eclipse, Linn Sondek. PLEASE NOTE:- | can supply “one off" D107 U CD PLAYER INTO THE £2000 + LEAGUE”

designs without a cost penalty and also modify equipment with built in .
power supplies, so please ASK! A good power supply is a fundamental G AK/OEUL?SUTPI-?ERQESETT(())FT;OETEOV!\?gEE%gNP 4(031\2 gﬂg%ﬁ‘qé%ﬁ R

requirement. You will be amazed at the improvement it brings. CLARITY, FOCUS AND DETAIL WITHOUT LOSING THE MAGIC OF
THE ROBERTSON."
GABLE » I B | CONTACT CLEANER, ONLY £10, INCLUSIVE OF
Interconnects, speaker cables, mains cables, digital connections, high CLEANING TOOLS AND CARRIAGE, CLEANS OUT

purity silver or copper, Teflon or other dielectrics. All hand made e.g. 1

metre pair all silver, Teflon wonder soldered, £75.Tonearms rewired YOUR CONTACTS NOT YOUR WALLET

with silver or cardas wire. Valve pre-amps and power amps custom OFFERS INVITED FOR POSSIBLY THE ONLY PAPER IN
buiit. Passive pre-amps from budget to state-of-the-art (for less than OIL SILVER INTER CONNECTS EXISTING!
HCP R AE1a e ERR R TRULY AMAZING PERFORMANCE
SPEAKER FEAT: SUPPORT PLINTHS THAT WORK! SPECIAL FOR APRIL ONLY: OLAF PIROL'S EAR CLEANING KIT: 2
CUSTOM MANUFACTURED FOR YOUR SPEAKERS £49.95 PAIR x 50G SEMTEX H.E_, 2 x DETONATORS (SILVER WIRED +

WONDER SOLDERED) THIS WILL BLOW YOUR HEAD OFF
L4
THE AUDIO ECLAT PHONE 01642 559543
FAX 01642 535655

- HI-FIVIDEO ACCESSORIES }X U D _[ Q)
MAN TRA AUDI Mﬁll-gﬂgl;:\l'iﬁpﬁﬁcp 1(1 %Ys — -
/7 BNGINEERING N

MAKE | MODEL CARTRIDGE | STYLUS | SWISS QUALITY DIAMOND STYLI PRICE
Atam | C77.C/7 Mg [ £18.00 | ADC OLM 30, RO 3/4 £8.00
E77.E77 Mg N/A £36.00 R20 XE, OLM, 34:36. XLM 1) £12.50
o0 | A AN 5/11/30/60/8745 £8.00 edio 3 : A
Autlo :;gspen - m'.‘g: 2323 Y | anasaronTonssaera £10.00 A df wo at A4 SWW evenyone a
Akal RS 33/35/38/84/85/90 £8.00 0
JERE AR omi | st a0 |spawiza o500 veny happy vmas and a douic wew year.
.| Bsr ST141516/17/19721 £3.00 : 3 o , . ] -
Oenon gt:ég gigg Sgg: Ol |oN vesiss/GsE 0N 1495 o . And just to prove it, we will include a very high quaht')( 1§ range dlglt'al
DL 304 ©190.00 | £160.00° | Soldring ggggfgzo/gso (0110iD120/0130) n:: 2: voltmeter complete with manual and test leads, FREE!! With every pair
. up R "
gz ?g;‘ sz ggg:g gg:gg e, B e o o e of our single-ended output transformers (excluding headphone OTXS),
DVI23RS e cxm I Ere DS-ST 5/16/23/24/25/55/103/104 £10.00 please remember that.
g ool I DT 33/35/36/45/55/60/65,. DT 21 § £8.00 9
DV 1702 MK2 ewat0 | EEBons | | s a2 i This offer ends on 30th January 1996.
oldring] RELFOTRS 28 FI6.00F (1ri0) | N 36/B7/4345/56/50/62/67/69 £10.00
1006 £44.00 £20.00 1 \Sional| BEPS 2324530/33/51 €8/270 0 £8.00 6 KILO SINGLE- ENDED OUTPUT TRANSFORMERS
e e ey | Technics) eps aass2r75/76 TS0, P3033 0 £8.00 All BUILT ON A 2 1/2 “ STACK OF IMPERIAL E & | 120 LAMINATIONS
¥ 5 P30 E(upgrade), EPS 205/207 € £12.50 X
1042 £84.00 T N i Gk £l 0P 20 S TOP SHROUDED, DROP THROUGH, INCORPORATING ANTI- MAGNETIC
L EO’:IIO;ECA Jmé ;9233 Eg:l:g; Philips | GP 371/400/780/400 111} £8.00 INSULATORS COMPLETE WITH FIXING BOLTS AND AMPLIFIER CIRCUITS
olon : I ! GP 330/370/401/401 /412 1} £10.00
OM 78 (Stylus) NiA £26.00 | Pioneer | PN 210/220/240/465:250T/295T £8.00 WHERE POSSIBLE.
OM10, OMP10 £27.00 £20.00 | Sansub | SN 27/28/29/33/34/37/41/50/80/101 £8.00
oM20 £66.00 o o |sTaonoonsyeesis £6.00 2200 / 89 @16.58 TO 1 TURNS RATIO
OM30 £61.00 £67.00 | Sanyo | ST G &/9/10,ST 2824/35/37/40 0 £8.00 2300/ 8Q@17TO 1
OMNCLUB S £34.00 £21.00 | (Fishery | STY 104/111/116/117/118/123/124 £8.00 2500 / 8Q @17.6 TO1  KT88 TRIODE CONNECTED
510 £34.00 2200 Sham | N 7566, 916SS35C £8.00 2700 / 8Q @ 185 TO |
520 £59.00 €45.00 | Shure  |N44EN70EJNT75EDEIT2 £10.00 :
530 £90.00 £67.00 N 55 E.N 95 ED/EJ,N 97/105 ED £12.50 3000 /82 @ 1936 TO 1
540 £117.00 £90.00 m;:; x: 3/5: ;\5/"‘2'"5) gggg 3200/8Q@20TO 1
MC1 Turbo £63.00 £49.00° o U S
MC3 Turbo 01700 ca0.00- | Sony [ ND 133n13ar14271501155200 6 £8.00 3388 ; gg g %; ¥8 i
NG 10 Super 50100 BT ND 1151143'148153:220/250 6 £10.00
NG 15 Super 12,00 ca5.00+ | Toshiba |N 5355560 DY.N 621202.N 717290 £8.00 5900 / 8Q @ 25 TO 1 PX25
:g g: |EL gx.gg g;;gg = = e 3 2200 / 15Q2 @12 TO 1 PRICE £170 PER PAIR
il | e R 230/ 150012401
MC 20 Supreme £375.00 | £280.00° | PROFESSIONAL/DJ ITEMS 04 PACK STYLUS 500 / 3TO1 £5 sl ,
MC 30 Supreme| w600 | £350.00" | Orolon  OMProS £0.0 £15.00 2700 /15Q@134TO1 5'70? PR Av SING ,HOS
Shure | VN45MR v151v) £90.00 B‘a‘ﬁmdxg a0 T 3000 /152 14 TO 1 RIED YET- TLT\{\ODE’ Eg‘“_
VISVMR LG [Egtaily OM Nightclub £ £56.50 £21.00 3200/ 15Q @ 145 TO 1 7 GET MARR C DBACK, AU FIER, CIRC £1C
Stanton | 500 AL Oisco £30.00 £18.00 Conc Nightciub S £75.00 £18 00 4 A ON ZERO-FEE 113 AMPLY T LISTS
680 ALX Disco £46.00 £36.00 | Conc Nightclub € £7800 | e21.00 3500 /15Q2@15TO 1 B bu\\d“‘i’v S\NGLESV'8 COMPONE! BLE
680 ELX Disco £57.00 £41.00 | 0 Packs comprise 1 cartridge complete +2 styh in a 4000/ 15Q @16 TO 1 POWE Eg AASSIS LAYO s OW AV NLAAE
Trackmaster £99.00 £41.00 - Box 5000 / 150 @18 TO 1 ot AGRAMS'-‘- H\s ‘,Ro“:_cr Al Cneque/ PO +SA
CREDIT CARDS PLEASE, SAVINGS DN SERVICE FOR END £250
RECDRO/DISC CLEANER KiT REFILL | CHARGES AND SUPPLIER SETTLEMENT DISCOUNTS ARE
Pty [ermactean record 2.0 7507 PASSEQ ON DIRECT TO CUSTOMERS IN OUR PRICES.
Oisc- E‘;a C'::;,.,, £14.00 e5.50 | OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS PLEASE ADD £5.00 TO ORDERS ALL ITEMS INC. P.P. + INS. PLEASE SEND S.A.E.
T OVER £50 IN VALUE TO COVER INSURANCE. FOR FURTHER DETAILS, TO P ] PERRY
_ AUDIO ENGINEERING
Exch MC 500 siocked 7 7) 2R%
EERET g 1 o T ol L RN \ 57 LYNDHURST DRIVE, LEYTON LONDON E10 6]B.
e 4 S A T 0181 558 4266
‘ MANTRA AUDIO !HF.W“ 22 GARTH AVENUE, NORTH OUFFIELO, SELBY, NORTH YORKS Y08 7RP
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1:.-y me & see

’ For the very best deal on any
Hi-Fi, Home Cinema, A/V unit

U.K.’s No.1 Specialist
Mail Order Company

- including all Award Winners!

- - - - - // \
- 1;y me & see is Britain’s first dedicated What gy "
o o : \ 20/,

Hi-Fi mail order company 122t b i N\

o B g g Owy/ eq, \

- 1000s of satisfied customers nationwide N Wy ”ex(ff,, y
i \\ _ _—— o.. n
“. . wat \ = Over half of our businessis ° a

lighted: 00d1e55)
Lank ¥ recommended or repeat

- You phoned the rest, now try the best!

o\

'\

NINGPROES GARMNTEg,

... you’ll get first-class
service
savings

and support

You can always buy from us with the complete confidence that we will never let you down.
We always put our customers first and constantly upgrade and update our systems in order to improve our service.

OUuR COMMITMENT TO You

1~ To supply budget, regular and esoteric equipment.

1~ To deliver, insured, anywhere in the world within one
week" - or your money back!

1~ To accept cheque, cash or major credit/debit cards.
1~ To offer a comprehensive warranty on all goods.

1~ FREE collection (within 24 hours) and delivery of
repairs.

1~ To offer extended warranties up to 5 years.

* Subject to stock availability

... We will be opening a new showroom soon...
B ___ e —meesmmt RS e s e
Try Me & See Ltd, 5 Rocks Lane, Barnes, London SW13 ODB
1 W Badia Hidtary e e e

If you are SERIOUS about
buying hi-fi, phone

(0181) 563 0003
NOW!

Fax (0181) 563 0300

g //. . ’10 B 5
./ hesitation in recommending )
V) S ”
ﬁ N youtomyfriends”




test
results

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

It's important to measure products to
assess performance, find explanations of
sound quality and warn of peculiarities
or faults. Only Hi-Fi World has an
advanced in-house laboratory with
digital signal analysis for this purpose. In
conjunction with this facility we assess
sound quality in our own acoustically
treated listening room. We measure
most products reviewed. Here's a simple
guide on our test resuits.

LOUDSPEAKERS

Smooth, flat frequency response is
important to ensure a balanced sound.
Look carefully at overall trends; rising
treble will give a bright sound, falling
treble a dull sound. A rise through the
midrange normally corresponds with
good projection.

High sensitivity (better than 86dB)
means less power is needed for a certain
volume, meaning a low power amp. can
be used.

The impedance curve tells us how
easy loudspeakers are to drive. Low or
wildly varying impedance is bad; a flat
impedance around 8Q is good.

CD PLAYERS

Even small trends in frequency response
of CD players can affect their subjective
balance. Generally, those with a gently
rolled off treble and, more rarely, a
rising bass will sound best. Rising treble
can produce a sharp sound.

The distortion plot we show is taken
at -30dB, to represent a typical music
signal. High distortion at this level,
combined with rising treble, can result in
a harsh sound. Yet other effects have to
be considered, especially low level
linearity, which we also test for,
including -90dB signals with
dither applied.

AMPLIFIERS

Distortion from solid state amplifiers
should be no more than around 0.2%.
Even order (2nd, 4th, 6th etc) distortion
is aurally innocuous, but odd order (3rd,
Sth, 7th etc) distortion makes for a
glassy, hard sound, or grittiness.

Frequency response can be band
limited, with bass and treble rolled off
just out of the ear’s range, or wideband.
Each has its own characteristics. Small
wideband response variations colour
tonal balance.

Power output is easy to understand:
the higher the figure, the louder it will
go. Just make sure there’s enough power
output to drive any loudspeakers you
intend to use.

TUNERS

Frequency response, as always, says
much about tonal balance and character
traits, like peaky treble (due to a mis-
matched MPX filter). Distortion and
channel separation need to be less than
0.3% (according to harmonic structure)

and better than 25dB.

Hiss level must be lower than -70dB
for Radio 3 silénces to be just that -
silent. And full quieting, the strength of
aerial signal needed for optimum results,
should be around ImV or less

Selectivity, the ability to separate
stations under the most difficult
conditions should be better than 60dB
and sensitivity better than 30pV on
stereo.

CASSETTE DECKS

Replay performance is measured to [EC
94 Standards using IEC test tapes. This
ensures that recordings made on a
machine transfer to a car player,
personal stereo or another domestic
recorder properly, as well as ensuring
optimum results with commercially
prerecorded tapes. Look for a quoted
replay response of 40Hz-10kHz, no
more than | % speed error and hiss in
the replay amps lower than -58dB.

Recording quality considers frequency
response, bias variation, head
performance and alignment. Frequency
response should stretch from 40Hz-
15kHz or so. Head overload (MOL315)
must be above 0dB, reaching around
+4dB for good results.

From the transport mechanism look
for less than 0.15% wow or flutter.
Overall (DIN weighted) wow and flutter
should be no more than 0.1% or so.

AMPLIFIERS

NAD 312

The 312 was an interesting piece of kit to
measure. To start with NAD have provided
a switch at the back to select the load
impedance. Into dummy loads of 8Q2 and 4Q2
power output was found to be 55watts and
56 watts respectively.

Frequency response was very respectable
spanning 8Hz to 42kHz at £IdB. This
amplifier also has a set of tone controls
which can be bypassed by the use of the tone
defeat button.

Other measurements were generally very
good with distortion at normal listening
levels going down to 0.008% at | kHz.
Distortion did, however, rise steadily at
higher frequencies and was predominantly
third harmonic.

Supplied too is an in-built MM phono
stage. Frequency response at - 1dB roll off
was |3Hz to 45kHz. | would expect a solid
bass response through this stage.

HI-FI WORLD

Otherwise, results were respectable with
sensitivity a fairly normal 3mV with good
72dB separation and an input impedance of
47kQ.

All in all, on the test bench, the NAD 312
is a well engineered amplifier with an
competent Moving Magnet phono stage. HB

Distortion

TEST RESULTS

Power S5watts
CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response 8Hz-42kHz
Separation 66.6dB
Noise -104.2B
Distortion 0.04%
Sensitivity 220mV
dc offset 0.2/0.1mV
Disc

Frequency response 13Hz-45kHz
Separation 72dB
Noise 82dB
Distortion 0.04%
Sensitivity 3ImV
Overload 220mV

MAY 1996



Campion

by

!

SONNETEER

“It's almost 100 good o be lrue...utterly gripping” Eric Braithwaite Hi-Fi World Jan'96
= _.exceptional value for money.” Hi-Fi News & A.A. Dec'95
Hand Crafted in the U.K. by F.T.M. Marketing Limited.
PO box 163¢, Esher, Surrey. KT10 0YH
Tel/Fax:0181 450 5433 or Fax: 01372 470053

“Wirral Hifi

GENUINE SALE OF:
VALVE, SOLID STATE, SPEAKERS,

DACS & TRANSPORTS

For a limited period only. Please ring for details.

VALVE: Gammia Acoustics. Audio Valve. Arion, CR. Tube
Technology.
SOLID STATE: DPA, Klyne. Magnum, Orelle. Rose, Teac, Triangle.
SPEAKERS: SD Acoustics. Electrofluidics. Castle. Heybrook, Triangle
DACS & TRANSPORTS: DPA. Monarchy. Orelie. Audio Synthesis.
Teac.

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
THE NEW
ROSE SCION AMPLIFIER

The two box 70 watt integrated amplifier contains the power
amp. power supply with volume control in box 1.
box 2 has the pre-amp source select excepting 5 input with 2
phonos MM/MC Price £545. Orders are now being taken.

TEL: 0151-645-4621

\ J

COMPETITIVE PRICES FOR EX-DEM & SECOND HAND
EQUIPMENT
SOURCE COMPONENTS
VOYD "THE VOYD” TURNTABLE MAHOGANY §/PH. PSU MINT S/H £1100
VAN DEN HUL ZETA TONE ARM, BOXED MINT S/H £325
VAN DEN HUL MC ONE CARTRIDGE MINT $/H £450
MICROMEGA STAGE ONE CD PLAYER MINT S/H £400
AMPUFIERS
AUDIO RESEARCH SP8 MCH (SILVER) MINT S/H £800
AUDIO RESEARCH BLI BALANCED LINE DRIVER MINT S/H £500
AUDIO RESEARCH D125 POWER AMP (SILVER) MINT §/H £2800
AUDIO INNOVATIONS $500 INTEGRATED AMP. MINT S/H £600
QUAD I VALVE MONOBLOCK [AS GOOD AS I'VE SEENJMINT S/H £450
AUDIO INNOVATIONS $1000 PRE (PHONO) MINT S/H £650
EAR 859 INTEGRATED AMP (SINGLE ENDED HEAVEN) MINT s/H £950
UNN K280/ sPARK MINT $/H £575
COUNTER POINT SA2 MC STEP UP TRANSFORMER ~ MINT s/H £550
SPEAKERS
MAGNEPLANAR 3 (OATMEAL/ ASH) MINT S/H £1250
MAGNEPLANAR SMGA (BLACK/ ASH) MINT S/H £310
MISSION 7571 BLACK MINT $/H £180
AEI METAL STANDS MINT S/H £165.
FULL DEMONSTRATION FACILITY BY APPOINTMENT
ALL GOOD EQUIPMENT BOUGHT OR PART EXCHANGED.
CALL “SOUNDSTAGE” ON:
01592 874145 OR 0378 917206
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8am-8prm

OPEN MON TO
SAT 11AM-5.30PM

THE EMPORIUM

28 5t. Nicholas Street, Diss, Norfolk.
TEL (01379) 650744 FAX (01379) 650744

FOR SALE Creek tuner £90
Quad Il 6 pairs available Pioneer PDS 801 CD player £185
Leak Stereo 20 7 available Arcam 70.2 CD £250
Leak TL12+ 2 pairs Arcam Alpha CD £199
Quad 33 €75 Inca tech Claymore £200
Quad 33/303, FM3 boxed €275 NAD 910 Surround Processor £200
Garrard 301 grey min resprayed with Meridian 203 DAC £200
SME 3012 in 50kg plinth gaps Meridian 263 DAC £250
Croft micro A gp75 Quad 33303 £150
Garrard 401 £100 Quad 34/405.2 boxed £400
Meridian 2068 CD player, boxed g500 Quad 50D lg £275
Meridian 201 pre casp  Croft Super Micro old style £200

Croft super micro black with

Meridian D600 digital active speakers -
MC input £300

(3 digital & 2 anatogue inputs fully

remote, mint boxed, walnut, cost Mission 75C Centre Channel spk £80
£3000 new T c1350  Audio Plan Concept 9dB/wart
TDL studio 2 e300 Small floor stander (£1650 new) £650
Leak Throughline 2 gold with 60 Leak & Quad Preamps in stock!!
studio 12 decoder ¢130 Quad ESCE3 (6 mnth G'tee) £1500
Troughline 3, studio 12 decoder €110 1eac P! Transpor (£2500 new) £600
Troughline stereo ofig gy00 Revox Evolution system (£2800 new)£1350
Dynaco stereo 120 early transistor Audio !nnova'tlons LI €200
pwer amp £100 Search Service Undertaken
Radford STA25/sc22
Lowther cabinets & drive units WANTED
available e .
Quad valve tuners Good quality vintage HiFi
Musical Fidelity MXL goso  Tannoy HF/200/20L amp
Musical fidelity pre 3a cas  Pye HF12HF25PFI1HINOHF20
DNM preamp 2B twin (mc board) g3p5 Avantic anything
Michel 1SO.Hera ¢35 Radford anythung vaive
Sugden C51/P51/P51 boxed 150 Quad anything & everything esp esl 63
watts per ch £350 quad FM4 six wanted!
NVA AP30 £150 Lea: TL 25+
Teac X10 & X1000 reel to reel ring Leak TL10

Leak TL12

Another pair of Quad electrostatics £450 X :
PS audio model tow power amp £250 Naim anything

Tannoy 12" HPD pair £250 Leak stereo 20/50/60
Rogers switched FM tuner & decoder  £75 Valves, PX4/PX25'KT88 etc

Linn Sara speakers and stands ¢300 SME arms (all models) )
Concordaunt Exhilerant line level pre. + Good quality modern hifi especially
wooden sieeve £ complete systems

MAY 1996
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AMPLIFIERS

SUMO ATHENA Il POLARIS Il

SUMO have put a bit of power our way.
Utilising MOSFET output transistors the
power amplifier delivers a massive |53watts
into 8Q and an even greater 225W into 4Q.
This is plenty for all but the most inefficient
loudspeakers.

This pre/power set up delivered a more
than adequate frequency response, spanning
6Hz to 95kHz within 1dB limits. Distortion
figures were particularly impressive with very
little change between low and high power
levels. High frequency results were notably
good which is a typical signature of Field
Effect transistor output stages.

Separation figures were a bit lower than
the best at 72dB and line sensitivity of
350mV too high for full power from some

low output sources. There was no disc stage
in the samples provided. HB

TEST RESULTS

Power I53watts
CD/wuner/aux.

Frequency response 6Hz-95kHz
Separation 71.8dB
Noise -85.75dB
Distortion 0.016%
Sensitivity 350mv
dc offset 0.8/3.5mV

test
results

Distortion
o.1%R

0 ’ F=
8k 10k 60k

AUDION STERLING ETSE

Using EL34M valves at the output stage the
Sterling E.T.S.E (Extended Triode Single
Ended) delivers | 1.2 watts into an 8Q load,
so it does need a sensitive loudspeaker.

Frequency response at *|dB was found
to be 16Hz to 30kHz with the latter figure
falling on the plus side of the limits. There
was also a noticeable 0.5dB lift at about
26Hz.

The noise and separation figures were
found to be very average possibly giving
some background hiss and a more centrally
focussed image particularly in the mid-band.
Distortion figures weren't of the highest
standard either, reaching the mildly dizzy
heights of 2.2% at full power, predominantly

second order, with third order coming in at
a very close second! This should contribute
to a warm sound.

Input sensitivity is a fairly decent 200mV
which is a little more sensitive than average.
A valve amplifier of average quality,

s@andard measurementwise. HB

Power I'1.2watts
CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response 1 6Hz-30kHz
Separation 67dB
Noise -784d8
Distortion