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What on earth's a turntable doing on the cover? Jason 

Kennedy' s rather pleased to see the return of vinyl. 

T
hose of you who don't get your copy 

delivered through the letter box will 

no doubt have noticed that our cover 

price has risen by 11 p this month. This is 

the first price rise since June 1995 and 

reflects the constantly increasing price of 

putting the magazine together, and in 

particular the price of paper which has 

been the root cause of most publications 

having risen in price over the past year or 

so. Next month we will also be changing 

the masthead, so don't be surprised if you 

can't see the familiar skinny lettering. 

Remember that I'm always keen to hear 

about ways in which you would like to see 

Hi-Fi Choice improved, and we continually 

strive to bring you the reviews and features 

that you ask for, so feel free to feed back (so 

to speak). In the meantime, I will endeavour 

to stuff the magazine with as much new 

product and expert analysis as the budget 

can withstand- and probably a bit more. 

TURNING THE TABLES 

It's extremely gratifYing to be able to put a 

turntable on the cover ofHFC- this is the 

first one in too many years. Years when the 

medium appeared to be commercially 

dead, but was in fact merely resting_ Now 

that even the big high street stores are 

stocking vinyl, we felt justified in reviewing 

a selection of four gorgeous turntables and 

six highly polished cartridges - turn to page 

49 for the full story. 

The record players among you won't need 

any convincing, but I can imagine there are 

quite a few readers who haven't listened to 

a decent turntable in some years, let alone 

compared one with their CD players. If you 

have a revealing system and a decent phono 

stage the contrast can be embarrassing for 

the silver disc player. And as long as your 

LPs aren't too rough you'll find the clicks 

and pops of yore notable by their absence_ 

That is one area where the turntables of the 
90s, having evolved in the harsh glare of 

digital audio, have dramatically improved 

on their forebears. I guess the sumptuous 

180g pressings help as well, but they're far 

from essential - most black discs sound 

pretty good and a lot sound superb. 

One question that needs to be asked is: 

will the new digital formats, that are fight­

ing their way to the market as you read, be 

able to comprehensively trounce vinyl? I 

should hope so is the only answer, but I can 

see a lot of vinyl junkies dismissing them as 

another passing fad. Yes, vinyl is that good. 

COMPETITION CHALLENGES 
We had a bit of trouble with our ATC 

Anniversary competition last month­

somehow the company's name got twisted 

in the text and although the list of optional 

answers contained the correct meaning, it 

wasn't stated elsewhere. ATC does of course 

stand for Acoustic Transducer Company­

our apologies to readers and ATC alike. 

We received a letter this month 

suggesting that our competitions were too 

easy to enter. The ATC palaver marked a 

change, albeit accidental, but this month 

production editor Rachel Phillips has 

come up with some serious teasers. If 

your memory is as rusty as mine, the 

following website may come in handy: 

www.mrgroove.demon.co.uk. Confused? 

You will be. 

PROPHECY CORNER 

Marantz's in-house guru Ken Ishiwata 

shared some of his wisdom with yours truly 

and a variety of the country's finest hi-fi 

hacks last morith. Among which was the 

notion that the CD-recorder was the most 

likely successor to the CD player. While the 

rest of us are looking at the horizon and 

waiting for high density mediums, he's 

realised that what most people want is a 

good quality recording medium. 

The question is whether MD hasn't got 

there first. It certainly looks like becoming 

the case with minis and micros, but given 

CD's universality and the quality available 

from CD-R. Ken may be right when it comes 

to the separates market_ I'm a CD-R user 

myself, the recent spate of recorders and 

discs prompting me to use the medium- or 

its RW variant- as the first remote control 

recorder I've had. Now just the music from 

radio shows can be captured from the 

comfort of my sofa and enjoyed at leisure. 

Now that blank CD-R cost as little as £1.50 

a go and players are coming down in price 

every month, you'd be crazy to ignore it. I 

can't imagine recording media of this 

quality has ever been 

so affordable. 

THIS MONTH'S EDITOR'S CHOICE 

This month we had only one real crowd-puller in our 

high-end seledion, the ATC SIA2-150 integrated 

amplifier. This sturdy device is the first of its kind for 

ATC, but hopefully will encourage the brand to 

expand the range_ it's a high power, 150 Watt design 

that's dearly been created to take on the likes of the 

Krell KAV integrated elsewhere in this issue. lt does 

so with real aplomb and makes music to boot - don't 

miss Lee's review on page 30. 
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REVIEWS 

12 INSTANT SYSTEMS 

Tim Bowern tries £6,000 system with Anglo-Danish 
alliances put together by Surrey-based Infidelity. 

3 0 ATC SIAl-150 & SCM-10 
ANNIVERSARY 

A look and listen to ATC's Anniversary 
package combining the SIA2-l50 

amplifier and SCM l 0 speakers. 

] 2 KRELL KAV·SOOi 

An awesome integrated amp 
from our cousins across the 
great pond7 Jason Kennedy 
gives it a listen. 

35 PROAC 
STUDIO 125 

Paul Messenger finds out 
whether ProAc's new entry­
level floorstanding speakers 
live up to the brand's 

illustrious reputation. 

36SPEAKER 
CABLES 

Richard Black gets to grips with 
the wild world of speaker cables 

in this month's Super Test. 

A super test look at the vinyl-hungry 
specialist market- Tim Bowern gives his 

record-playing recommendations. 

64 INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 

This month's Mega Test. Comprehensive reviews of ten 
hot new integrated amps between E 169 and £400. 



OPINION 

3 EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK 

Thi·s month's thoughts, happenings and Editor's 
Choice- plus a couple of changes, too. 

9 PAUL MESSENGER 

Paul gets back to bass tricks with REL's new and 
discreet Q200E subwoofer. 

1 0 PHIL STRONGMAN 

More rare records are brought to you on Gold CD 
and virgin vinyl, now with extra ratings. 

11 JIMMY HUGHES 

Is it,. or isn't it? Magical things happen when Jimmy 
tweaks his system with Harmonix. 

14 PAUL MILLER'S 

OASIS OF SANITY 

Following on from last month's feature on CD-R, 
Paul delves deeper into the mysteries of the disc. 

17 DAVID VIVIAN 

This month sees David moving house and there's 
a bit of improvisation worthy of Changing Rooms. 

FEATURES 

6 NEWS & VIEWS 

The very latest technology and new gear is 
brought to you, along with the experts' thoughts of 
the day. If it's not hot, it's quite simply not here. 

13 0 SHOW REPORT 

Andrew Rothwell visits Belfast for the Northern 
Ireland Hi-Fi Show and finds some interesting stuff. 

READER PAGES 

19 LETTERS 

More queries, gripes, worries - and the occasional 
thank you from those who consume all that is hi-fi. 

21 HELP 

If you have a hi-fi question then write to our audio 
guru. This month Jason Kennedy grapples with 
your hi-fi quandaries. 

BUYING GUIDES 

94 PRICE GUIDE 

Hi-Fi Choice's definitive guide to every hi-fi 
component currently available in the UK. 

106DIRECTORY 

A complete listing of all currently available hi-fi 
components reviewed by Choice over the years. 

READER SERVICES 

27 SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscribe to the finest hi-fi magazine in the world 
and claim your free gift. 

92 READER CL ASSIFIED 

A plethora of lovingly pre-owned hi-fi kit is waiting 
for you to give it a good home. 

129 THE HI-FI CHOICE ARCHIVE 

How to access our archive of reviews and features 
via back issues, factsback and photocopies. 

COMPETITION 
28 

WIN ACOUSTIC ENERGY 500 SERIES 
LOUDSPEAKERS WORTH OVER £3,500 
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NEWS&VIEWS 
Tim Bowern, Jason Kennedy & Lee Dunkley leave no stone unturned to find the top stories. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

·� ----

¥,..,_ 

TEAC has launched the T-R460 (above) 
-a budget priced tuner designed to 
complement the forthcoming A-R600 
integrated amp. The tuner employs a 
PLL synthesiser tuning system and 
features RDS functionality with 40 
preset memories (20 FM/20 AM), MFF 
display, timer function -used in 
conjunction with the A-R600 and a 
mono selector. lt will cost about £120. 
TEAC UK m (01923) 819630 

TECHNICS has developed new 'high 
fidelity' ATRAC encoding for its 
Mini Disc players. The compression 
system is claimed to stick closer to the 
original wave form.ln a further 
development, the company has 
declared its support for Digital Radio­
more details as they come. 
m (01344) 862444 

ACOUSTIC SOLUTIONS has unveiled 
two specialist products. The Eight is a 
stand-mounted domestic speaker 
retailing at £1,375 and the Platform 
Eight is an open-frame speaker 
support retailing at £180. Hand-crafted 
in 21 mm solid American Red Oak, the 
speaker employs two More\ driv� 
units in an overlapping design and 
claims unequivocal soundstage and 
stereo imaging capabilities. 
m (01245) 600567 

MISSION introduces three speakers to 
its home cinema lin�up. The 77c1 is a 
revised version of the successful 77c 
(125 Watts) centre channel speaker. 
The updated model (above) retains 
the triple tweeter array but gains a 
second driven Aerogel bassfmid unit 
replacing the passive bass radiator in 
the 77c. 

The 7AS1 (75 Watts) and 7AS2 
(150 Watts) are two new active sub­
woofer systems employing ultra-high 
excursion 200mm drivers, two in the 
7AS2. Prices are expected to be about 
£200 for the 77c1, £300 for the 7A51 
and £400 for the 7AS2. 
m (01480) 451777 

CYRUS unveiled five new products at 
the Frankfurt show. New models 
include the Cyrus 5 -an all-new int� 
grated amplifier; Moviemaster-a 
state of the art digital preamplifier and 
AV processor and the updated FM 7.5 

radio tuner. Two loudspeakers join the 
line-up: the radical Cyrus CLD 1 and a 
tower model still in its prototype form 

-more details as they arrive. 
m (01480) 451777 

ONKYO joins the DVD race. The 
DV-5501 is a second-generation player 
and features high-grade components 
as used in the company's high-end "' 
CD players. The model benefits from '-1 
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D-Day creeps closer for DVD-A 
Panasonic(Technics has 
announced further details of its 
DVD-Audio players, due out later 

this year. New machines will appear from 
both brands and they'll play DVD-Audio 
and DVD-Video discs, as well as CDs. 

However, compatibility with the rival 
Sony/Philips SACD hardware looks 
unlikely, as the two new CD-beating 
formats prepare to go head-to-head. 
A spokesman said: "Two years ago we 
asked the SACD camp about possible 
co-operation, but they haven't responded". 

Panasonic(Technics gave details of the 
DVD players at its annual European seminar, and 
outlined several key technologies to be incorporated in 
the DVD-Audio machines. One is a new Super MASH 
digital-to-analogue converter, precise enough to handle 
the format's huge potential volume of data -1,100 
times that of CD. Another is a technology called Digital 
Remaster Processing, which 'remasters' CDs to 24-bit 
resolution. The claimed result is "near DVD-A quality". 

DVD-Audio's copy protection system -eo-developed 
by Panasonic(Technics and Toshiba in consultation with 
the music industry-also came under the spotlight. As 
reported in Choice last month, it will allow one copy of 
each disc per recorder at no more than CD quality, and 
incorporates contents-scrambling and watermarking. 

0 Ifs (format) war! Technics' DVD-ready amplifiers. 

Both brands also showed off prototype DVD-Audio 
players and their styling would suggest a lower price 
(still to be confirmed) than Sony's rival SACD player, just 
launched in Japan. Panasonic(Technics also confirmed 
its commitment to the format, calling it "the major 
project for our future", but there were no predictions of 
a quick take-over from CD as the dominant format-the 
year 2007 was the only time-frame ventured. 

Technics is also set to launch several amps and 
speakers designed to make the most of DVD-Audio's 
improved performance. Full details next month. 
m Ponosonic UK (0 1344) 862444 

Top of the Pops RE L' s Release 
REL breaks its two-year silence with the 

New to Sennheiser's headphone range is the introduction of the Strata Ill active sub-woofer 
HD 495 Silver. Topping off the Four series, system. Replacing the Strata 11, the Ill employs a 
the company claims this mid-priced model sophisticated version of REL's 'ABC' filtering circuit, 

delivers 'class-leading sound quality' and 'unbeatable calibrated in 24 semi-tone increments between 22 and 
metallic looks'. With a padded headband and light- 96Hz, to achieve a finer tuning accuracy. 
weight build, the HD 495 is designed for comfort. The Strata Ill is a closed-box design for greater phase 

Inside, it uses Sennheiser's 'Duofol' diaphragm, accuracy and is rated at 100 Watts continuous power 
incorporating dual films to make a single, rigid, employing a 1 Din long-throw, downward firing driver. 
resonance-resistant structure. The magnet assembly is Built from 30mm MDF, the Strata Ill is available in 
designed to allow controlled long excursions for deep standard Grittex black plus five real-wood veneers: black 
bass with low distortion. An open-back ash, cherry, light 
design, the HD 495 boasts a lively, oak, rosenut 
dynamic, natural sound with solid and walnut. 
bass and clear, clean treble. REL claims that 

Features include: oval capsules the Strata Ill will 
designed to sit comfortably on further raise the 
the listener's ear, replaceable performance 
foam pads and a one sided, standards of 
oxygen-free copper, subwoofers in 
replaceable cord. mid-market hi-fi 

The HD 495 retails and A/V 
at £59.95. 
Sennheiser Helpline 
m (01494) 551571 

0 Sennheiser's HD 495: 

'unbeatable metallic looks'. 

systems. 
Prices start 
from £600. 
REL m 
(01656) 
768777 



Marauding Marantz 
-e••--•:. 

Marantz is planning an 
armada of new products for 
the coming year with new s . " " 

models at almost all price points. 0 • 

The most dramatic change will be 
in the budget arena, where nearly 

-· 
. .. 

everything bar the stalwart PM-66KI and CD-6311 Kl will 
make way for sturdier-looking replacements. These 
feature brushed aluminium fascias and, with some 
models, an alternative champagne gold finish. 

August will see a CD-67 replacement, the CD6000, at 
£250 and £350 for the OSE version, while the matching 
PM6010 OSE amp at £230 replaces the PM-66SE. In 
September they are joined by PM7000 (£300) and 
PM4000 (f 150) amplifiers, CD4000 (f 130) and 
CDSOO (£200), CD-17Mkll (£800) CD players, DR-17 
(f 1 ,200) CD recorder, ST 4000 (f 120) tuner and 
SRSOO (£500) AV receiver. 

0 The CD6000: set to replace Marantz' s CD -67 in August. 

Early next year the Premium series will be enhanced 
with an SM-17 power amp (£700) that can be used to 
bi-amp with the PM-17 integrated, which will appear in 
Mkll form for £900. There will also be two new CD-R 
machines next year, this being the direction that Marantz 
expects separates COP purchasing to take. 

There are no plans for MD or SACD hardware, but in 
the latter instance Marantz's connection with Philips 
should stand it in good stead should it prove a winner. 
Marontz Hi-fi UK 1:: (01753) 680868 

Copland redefines valve market 
The birth of the Copland C TA 402 integrated 
valve amplifier could be set to change the view 
on valve amps. The CTA 402 claims to offer 

better all-round performance with its improved design. 
Maintaining Copland's simple style, the new model is 

housed in a silver alloy-fronted case. Amongst the amp's 
features is a new MM phono stage, described as 
providing a more dynamic sound for vinyl lovers, and a 
remote handset to control functionality. This can be 
bypassed into 'digital silence' mode rendering the audio 
circuitry completely free from any digital processing. The 

Tannoy Revolution 
Tannoy has announced the introduction of 
the Revolution R3 loudspeaker. The new 'big 
brother' to the range is a twin bass configura-

tion employing two 16.5cm drivers and a 2.5cm soft 
dome tweeter. Standing at just over a metre, the M3 is 
a tall, elegant floor-stander which can be mass-loaded 
to provide additional stability and enhanced bass con­
trol. The Revolution R3 comes in a real-wood cherry 
veneer finish and is expected to retail at about £550. 
Tannoy 1:: (01236 420799) 

amp's output gives 35 Watts RMS a side into an 8 Ohm 
load. The CTA 402 costs f 1 ,698 and is available now. 
Absolute Sounds Ltd 1:: (0 181) 971 3909 

Radical Speaking 
ATC has launched an anniversary speaker to 
celebrate its first quarter-century. The SCM70 
SL is an unusual design with gentle curves - a 

move away from the strong lines of more conventional 
speaker boxes. The shape of the cabinet is apparently a 
result of the speaker's sonic demands and is developed 
to be free of unwanted resonance and vibration. 

The SCM70 SL employs a new 234mm bass driver 
incorporating 'Super Linear' magnet technology to 
reduce 3rd harmonic distortion. New Mkll midrange 
dome and 25mm tweeter units with improved 
frequency linearity are also installed. 

To celebrate the launch and its anniversary, ATC is 
producing a special edition limited to just 50 pairs 
worldwide. Each pair will be accompanied with a 
certificate of ownership. 

Finish, befitting the occa­
sion, is silver, with anthracite 
grey high-gloss side panels 
and anodised aluminium 
polished front corners with a 
mid-grey grille cloth. ATC 
inform us that this finish is 
limited to the special edition 
model only and will not be 
repeated. The SCM70 SL is 
expected to retail at £9,950. 
ATC 1:: (0 1285) 760561 

0 ATC's SCM70 SL. 

Q NEWS IN BRIEF 

20-biV96kHz audio playback, 10-bit 
video D/A with total front panel control 
of menus as well as remote operation. 
Price is likely to be £999.95. 
lll (01296) 482017 

WAD lA DIGITAL has bought UltraAnalog. 
The 'unique technology achievements" of 
both companies should provide a hea�hy 
platform for future development, and 
there are plans to bring 'innovative 
products' to the market during 1999. 

Meanwhile, Wadia has unveiled its 
latest development: a 'revolutionary' 
PowerDAC. The Wadia 790 claims to be 
a ground-breaking amp to re-evaluate 
high-end audio values. it is pitched at a 
provisional price of around £48,000. 
lll (01996) 573030 

PIONEER is launching a new-look mini 
system. The IS-21 series is a futuristic­
looking system which is the result of 18 
months of extensive design research. 
The system is available in both cassette 
and MiniDisc versions, referred to as 
'media zones'. The power amplifier is a 
lOO Watt RMS per channel unit housed 
separately. Prices are likely to be about 
£300 to £400, depending on your 
choice of 'media zone'. 
e (01753) 789500 

AJWA has added an ultra-compact 
personal MiniDisc recorder to its range. 
The AM-F70 (above) is smaller and 
lighter, with longer battery life 
performance than its predecessors. 
Billed as 'one of the smallest MD 
recorders in the universe', the AM-F70 
provides full recording and editing 
facilities with optical, line and mic level 
inputs, as well as an anti-shock system. 
Price is expected to be about £200. 
lll (0990) 902 902 

HIFICABLES.CO.UK is a new website, 
offering award-winning cables at 
discount prices. Visitors to the site can 
order hi-fi and home entertainment 
cables and interconnects from the likes 
of AudioQuest, Cable Talk, Chord and 
QED. The site has already generated lots 
of interest during its trial and its planned 
launch in June 
http://www.hificables.co.uk 

SONY has a new addition in its micro 
system range. The Series D was created 
to bring together high quality sound, 
contemporary design and a wide range 
of features. Available in four versions, 
the basic SO 1 comprises of amp, CD 
and RDS tuner. The SOl M has the 
inclusion of a Mini Disc while the SDlT is 
the cassette deck version. For those who 
want both cassette and MiniDisc there is 
the SOl MT Prices start at £350. 
lll (01932) 816000 Q 
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Q NEWS IN BRIEF 

DOM INDUSTRIAL DESIGN has 
launched a shelving unit reflecting 
today's fashionable trend towards the 
industrial look. The standalone, fully 
adjustable unit has four shelves, one 
of which can be isolated from vibra­
tions with the use of rubber a-rings, 
and has the instantly recognisable 
raised five bar chequerplate familiar 
to any industrial environment. The 
unit is priced at £160 including 
postage and packaging. 
m (0958) 686834 

DIARY DATE HFC contributor Richard 
Black is playing Shostakovich's Piano 
Concerto No. l with the Lambeth 
Orchestra, conducted by Christopher 
Fifield, on 10 July. Venue- All Saints 
Church, Rosendale Road, West 
Dulwich, London SEll (corner of 
Lovelace Road), starting at 7.30 pm. 
The programme includes wind 
serenades by Strauss and Dvorak, plus 
Mozart's Symphony 25. 

TANNOY'S Mercury home cinema 
range is three years old, and the 
company has made some additions to 
the line-up, including the Mercury mR 
-a compact speaker designed to be 
used as a rear/surround pair- and the 
new Mercury m SUB 10- an active 
subwoofer model with a 25cm long 
throw drive unit. Tannoy has also 
revealed new Prestige and Kingdom 
models will be coming soon. 
m (01236) 420199 

LUMLEY LOUDSPEAKERS has 
announced the launch of the LMS 
250 (below). This floor-standing 
model is billed as being totally 'room 
adjustable' by making changes to its 
crossover. A four unit design, the 
speaker employs two midrange units. 
The mid range and tweeter units are 
each adjustable with three settings. 
The company says these adjustments 
allow for complete room matching 
and flexibility. Price is £1,750. 

m (01982) 616383 

ADVANTAGE is introducing a new 
CD player. The CD l is touted as 
having unsurpassed precision 
engineering placing the player in a 
class of its own. Employing the Burr­
Brown 1702 20-bit D/A converter-a 
benchmark for the world of high-end 
D/As, alongside state of the art jitter 
reduction circuitry goes some way to 
reinforcing the claim. Pricing for the 
CD l is expected to be £1,995. 

Ahoy there, Philips flagship 

Philips is launching the COR 950 to replace the 
acclaimed COR 880, reviewed in HFC 784, at 
the top of its digital recorder range. With an 

emphasis on playback quality, the company claims this 
model will take CD-R performance a step further. 

Internal enhancements include new D/A and A/D 
converters and Phi lips' Direct Line Recording (DLR) 
technology, ,said to allow highly accurate recordings from 
CD or other 44.1 kHz sources, to be made bit-by-bit. A 
further benefit of this technology is that bit-by-bit copies 
can be made of HDCD-encoded discs. 

To make CD recording more intuitive, Philips has 
made enhancements including 99-track programming, 

easy recording start and clearer displays. The 'Make CD' 
function allows discs to be recorded and finalised with a 
single command. Additional recording functions enable 
monitoring of the recorded signal, fade in/out control 
and a recording level and balance adjustment for level 
differences between discs. There is also a three second 
audio buffer allowing accidental recordings to be halted 
before the disc writing process begins. 

Distinctive high-end styling is harmonised with other 
Philips products and comes in black or champagne 
finish as the CD-R 951. Price will be about £350 and it 
should be in the shops by August. 
Phi lips Consumer Electronics Ltd e (0 787) 689 4444 

Denon bids to DVD and conquer 
Denon has launched a 
budget DVD player with 
the benefits of DTS. The 

DVD-2500 is a £500 machine 
with 24-bit/96kHz audio 
capability and 1 O-bit video. 

Denon's experience in high­
end products has been used to 
select key components. An 
advanced digital servo offers high 
performance in reading and 
processing disc information, 
offering improved picture quality 
and sound. While the player's ergonomic styling makes 
it straightforward to use whilst a full selection of DVD 
features is available from the remote control with 

on-screen displays. The DVD-2500 comes in black and 
gold finishes and is available at your A/V specialist now. 
e (07234) 747200 

The life and Solus of the party 
Ruark has a new compact speaker 
system. The Sol us is designed to deliver 
those qualities typically found in compact 

speakers systems but with the addition of real 
bass and scale. The standmounted two-way 
design incorporates some of the innovative 
features developed for its Excalibur model. 

The bass/mid driver is a 15cm unit with a 
3.8cm aluminium voice coil, while the tweeter 
is a larger than average 2.8cm textile dome. 
Impedance is 8 Ohms with a sensitivity of 86dB 
and bi-wiring capabilities. The cabinets measure 
33x21 x33cm (HxWxD) and are ideally situated 
free-standing. Dedicated Sol us stands are to be 
launched shortly. 

The Sol us comes in a variety of real wood veneer 
finishes: natural oak, black oak and natural cherry with 
prices starting at f 1 ,200. Also available at an extra cost 

are yew, natural beech, santos rosewood and black 
piano lacquer finishes. 
Ruark e (07702) 601410 



PMC Update 
PMC has introduced the FB 1 loudspeaker­
a floorstanding model aimed at the rapidly 
expanding home cinema market Standing a 

meter tall, the FB 1 employs a 17cm mid/bass unit 
with a bass response down to 22Hz, 150 Watt power 
handling and a sensitivity of 90dB. The speaker comes 
in four finishes-walnut, rosewood, cherry and black 
ash -and prices will start at f 1, 100. 

Meanwhile, the 
Bryston electronics 
range, imported by 
PMC, is now avail­
able in a metallic 
platinum grey fin­
ish, in keeping with 
today's popular 
'lifestyle' designs. 
PMC a (0 1707) 
393002 

PMC's now offers 

FBI (right) and a new 

finish for Bryston 

electronics (above). 

Stylish, Budget Celestion 
Celestion has a new loud­
speaker based on the earlier Cl 
model with claimed improved 

performance. Aptly named the Celestion 
C 1 Improved, it is designed to appeal to 
both hi-fi and home cinema markets. 
The cabinet is manufactured from thick 
extruded aluminium and sports a 
tear-drop section design. 

A two-way reflex parted design, the 
unique shape of the cabinet is said to 
eliminate standing wave distortion that can 
be a problem with square boxes. The C 1 
Improved features a 2.5cm titanium dome 
tweeter and a 13cm mid/bass driver with an 
'unusually large' magnet that's said to be 
responsible for 'deceptively extended bass 
for its size'. Specification details give 90dB 
sensitivity with an impedance of 4 Ohms. 
Dimensions are 34x 17x25cm (HxWxD) and 
weight 4.4kg. The speaker can be stand­
mounted or fixed with brackets- both can 
be purchased separately. 

The Celestion Cl Improved is expected 
to retail at around £200. 
Celestion a (0 1622) 687442 

0 Celestion Cl Improved. 

. ¥: \1 PAUL MESSENGER 
: : , . Paul goes back to bass tricks with REL. · 

W
hen Richard E Lord rang 
me up, way back in 1991, 
to try to persuade me to 

listen to his subwoofer, I little 
suspected that REL would turn out 
to be one of the British hi-fi success 
stories of the decade. After several 
depressing previous experiences 
with so-called subwoofers, most of 
which were all woof and no sub, I 

was initially sceptical. Richard didn't 
dispute my observation that most of 
the subs then available didn't work 
properly, but asserted that his did. 

I suggested he travelled the country 
to prove his point, and subsequently 
described the results of that encounter 
in Hi-Fi Choice (March 1992). The long 
and short of it was that REL subwoofers 
were indeed the real thing, and from a 
hi-fi perspective too, mostly because of 
their ability to generate seriously deep 
bass while avoiding all the midbass 
muddle produced by most rivals. 

Richard not only had an excellent 
product, he'd also got the timing just 
right, because the early 1990s saw the 
emergence of the whole home cinema 
sound 'thing'. RELs subs have always 
been oriented towards hi-fi, but a little 
extra heavy-handedness on the volume 
and filter controls could meet the home 
cinema enthusiast's preferences. 

Today, REL turns over some E l.Sm 
and exports to about fifty countries. The 
product range has been expanded and 
refined steadily over the years, but his 
1999 initiatives may mark the most 
important changes yet 

The familiar, longstanding, ongoing, 
port-loaded and more upmarket ST­
series is being upgraded to Mklll spec, 
with more powerful amplification, 
greater input flexibility and semitone­
accurate filtering. Richard reckons the 
biggest sonic improvement is down to 
using a better quality mains toroid trans­
former in the amplifier's power supply. 

But the development that REL is most 
excited about is the prosaically-named 
Q200E. The QSO and Q 100 are cube­
shaped, sealed-box designs, smaller and 
more cost-effective than the STs. Back in 
1996 their 40x40cm sides seemed 
compact enough, but a couple of years 
ago, US designer Bob Carver came up 
with the Sunfire True Subwoofer, a pow­
erful device that moved the goal posts for 
super-compact, serious subwoofers, by 
housing everything in a sub-1ft' box. 

The Q200E-it should have been 
called the QT-is RELs response, if only 
because it's almost the same tiny size. In 

0 RErs little black box: well. woof woof. 

other respects, though, it's a very differ­
ent proposition-and the 600 REL sells 
at less than half the Sunfire's UK price. 

The baby REL is quite conservative in 
most respects. The exception lies in the 
actual bass driver, a radical device 
Richard tracked down in California and 
which is very much the key to keeping 
the overall dimensions so tiny. 

Most bass drivers look like scaled-up 
mid range drivers . This one represents a 
substantial rethink on what a dedicated 
bass driver needs to do. Instead of the 
usual lightweight cone, it uses a hefty 
thick composite disc diaphragm, kept in 
position by a stiff suspension and driven 
by an enormous magnet -this compact 
( 1 Oin frame) driver weighs nearly 9kg! 

Because the cone is so thick, internal 
box colorations are less liable to get out 
into the outside world. And because the 
suspension is stiff, the extra stiffness 
added by loading one side with a small 
sealed box has only a modest extra 
effect, raising the resonant frequency 
from 38Hz (free air) to just 42Hz. 

Richard brought a couple of pre­
production Q200Es round to show me. I 
was impressed by how easy they were 
to accommodate and how quickly we 
obtained very respectable results, even 
though there was only time for a very 
rapid and rudimentary installation. 
Sweep tests confirmed that the subs 
integrated very well and went well down 
to 20Hz in room. 

First impressions were positive 
enough, even though there wasn't 
enough time for proper assessment But 
I still reckon the Q200E will hit the 
commercial spot irrespective of its 
performance, because it's so discreet 
and easy to accommodate, even in mul­
tiple arrays, for distributed room drive! 
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PREVIOUSLY 
UNHEARD 

Phil Strongman digs out rare and classic 

tracks appearing on CD or virgin vinyl for 

the first time. Go strut your funky stuff ... 

' f • y-..• f�• F ' .,. ••-
; "'-JI...U. .......... J. \ J. L,o. . 

DAVID BOWIE Aladdin Sane 

The epic Time, the urgent, Stonesque Panic 
In Detroit, the synth-flecked Drive-In 
Saturday and the lush Lady Grinning Soul 
are all gems. An original double sleeve, 
180 grammes' worth of fresh wax and 
access to the master tapes make this LP a 
bit of a sonic winner too . Not the 1973 
you'll see in sitcoms, but an indispensable 

time capsule all the same. 
EMI Millennium Vinyl-from Vivante 

Music 00000 Sound 00000 

MARK MURPHY Who Can I Turn To? 

Jazz Singer of The Year 1966 and '967 How 
does he do it? Effortlessly, as this breezy '66 
disc reveals with a dozen above-average 
standards. Flows like fine sand. 
Immediate CD 

Music 00000 Sound 00000 

ERNEST RANG UN Now Is The Time 

MPS stands for Most Perfect Sound -this 
1974-81 CD, of reggae guitar work, was 
converted at 24-bit, 192kHz (at Emii­
Berliner-Haus Langenhagen). And damn . 

pure it is too, with fine separation and 
detail on Ranglin's fret dancing-and 
Monty Alexander's ringing piano. Well 

crucial, as they now say in Germany. 
MPS 

Music 00000 Sound 00000 

BILLY NICHOLLS Would You Believe 

The British Pet Sounds is the tag collectors 
have given this-belatedly, since the label 
refused to release it in 1968, making it a 
E 1,500 rarity. it still sounds fine- wasted 
tunesmith meets a would-be Phi I Spector 
(producer Andrew Loog Oldham) while 
going for pop profundity. Magnificent folly. 

Immediate 

Music 00000 Sound 00000 

VARIOUS Best of Latin Jazz/ Jazz Spectrum 

The Global Best of CD is a double that 
paints a fine picture of pre-digital Latin Jazz 

-Quincy, Ella, Astrud et al. The BBE set has 
more 'soul', as well as Ray Barretto and 
Jonah Jones. Both albums contain melodic 
rhythms that always will be cutting-edge. 
Global I BBE 

Music 00000 Sound 00000 

ELVIS PRESLEY Suspicious Minds 

Or how Elvis completed his 1968 come­
back by diving into a Memphis studio with 
in-house producer Chips Moman. 
Remastered to give a transparent platform 
to classics like In The Ghetto, Wearin' That 
Loved On Look and Gentle On My Mind. 
Superb performances, well captured. 
RCA-BMG CD 
Music 00000 Sound 00000 

MAURICE JARRE Lawrence of Arabia OST 

Cinefile are also issuing the excellent 
Diamonds OST by Roy 'Get Carter' Budd 
but Lawrence will probably make a bigger 
splash because it was a better film -an 
epi.,ith a mesmerising score. 
Castle Cinefile CD 
Music 00000 Sound 00000 

Budget Storm 
Van den Hul has released the Storm 11 Hybrid­
a new, low-priced interconnect cable employing 
vdH carbon-metal technology. The Storm 11 is 

touted as being a well balanced cable offering excellent 
image depth and stereo focus with exceptional bass and 
a detailed and smooth high-end. 

· 

Made from high-grade stranded copper with a special 
carbon coating, the cable is insulated by a Hulliflex 3 
outer jacket and terminated with high-grade phono 
plugs featuring gold-plated contacts. Screening is 
courtesy of 112 silver-coated, Matched Crystal, oxygen­
free copper strands providing high resistance to external 
electrical fields. The cable is ideally suited to digital 
audio and is claimed to work well across a wide range of 
systems. van den Hul says the Storm 11 Hybrid will give a 
dramatic upgrade on component supplied interconnect 
cables. The Storm 11 Hybrid is available at £29.99 for a 
O.Bm pair- other lengths are available. 
van den Hul s (02088) 994280 

Rega gears up 
Rega has brought two new products to the 
market. The first is a loudspeaker called the 
Ara that's described as the 'little brother' of 

the range- a two-way standmounter with 
dimensions of 32x 17x20cm (HxWxD). 

The second is the new Super Elys MM cartridge 
built into a blue one-piece body. it has a hand­
wound coil similar to the Exact and uses the same 
tip as the Elys, but is billed as an altogether more 
efficient cartridge. 

Both products are available from your local Rega 
stockists and are expected to retail at £250 and 
f 150 for the Ara and Super Elys respectively. 
Rega s (0 1702) 333071 



Y
ou can't be neutral about Harmonix. 
You'll either think the products are 
wonderful- or a complete con. The 

range is comprehensive, covering everything 
from room tuning devices to treated power 
cords and speaker cables. So where to start? 

I began with the RF-11 CD Tuning Sheets­
the cheapest Harmonix device at f 15 for 8. 
They're simple to use: just peel off the 
protective layer and carefully stick one to the 
label side of your CD, taking care to line it up. 

more personal and expressive, 
allowing you to hear more 
clearly how things were 
being sung or played. 
For example, on the 
Byrds track Mr 
Tambourine Man, 
the double-tracked 0 

and tone colour of voices and 
instruments - subtleties of 

timbre, phrasing, and 
dynamics that make 
the performance of a 
piece of music 
expressive and 
involving. 

Because they aren't meant to be removed 
once stuck in place, you can't do 'before and 
after' A/B comparisons unless you have two 
copies of the disc in question. Each sheet has 
a pattern cut out of it - shades of John Rogers' 
CD Statmat- although Harmonix doesn't say 
why. Beyond damping vibrations on the CD, 

"'Magical' is a deeply 
unscientific term. But how 

else do you define a change 
that, at a stroke, makes 

music much more intimate 
and involving?" 

how could such a device alter the sound? Even 
the most open-minded enthusiast must surely 
be sceptical. Nevertheless, there was a change 
to the way the CD sounded after treatment. 
Clarity improved, making it easier to follow 
individual voices and instruments. On Elvis 
Costello's Sulky Girl from the CD Brutal Youth, 
the phasey 'processed' vocal quality was 
enhanced, and the whole track had much 
more vibrancy and life, sound-
ing crisp and exciting. 

But was I fooling 
myself? I don't think 
so. Untreated CDs 
(irrespective of 
differences in 
recording quality) 
didn't seem to 
have quite the 
same focus and 

vocals separated out 
better, while the clarity 
of the 12-string electric 
guitar part and bass line was 
enhanced. So you need Harmonix feet or the 
CD Tuning sheets to hear such things? Of 
course not. But it's a question of degree. When 
I first listened to Mr Tambourine Man, minus 
Harmonix treatment, I'd have said there was 
nothing lacking in the musical presentation. 
Indeed, the reproduction seemed superb. 

However, once the support feet were under 
my Meridian 518 digital processor box, the 
experience of listening to a track I've probably 
heard a thousand times over the past thirty­
plus years was magically enhanced. Suddenly, 
I was hearing things I'd never noticed before. 

Of course, 'magical' is a deeply unscientific 
term. But how else do you define a change 
that, at a stroke, makes music much more 
intimate and involving? To describe the change 
only in terms of improved sanies- tighter bass 
or sharper treble- misses the essence of it. 

The difference between a great system and 
one that's merely average is that the former is 
always equal to the demands of the music. it's 
able to recreate the individual shape, texture 

Harmonix's tuning sheets (above) give a very similar 

perteived improvement in sound 

quality to that offered by the 

SF-200 tuning feet (below) but 

at a fraction. of the price. 

clarity as those I'd 
Harmonix'd. There 
was definitely some­
thing extra-special 
about the treated CDs. 

--· 

Next I tried a set of three SF-200 
tuning feet. These cost £35 each (the SF-
200EBS enhancing tuning bases are another 
£70 each), and you can easily compare results 
with and without. Interestingly, the perceived 
improvement was similar to that produced by 
the CD Tuning Sheets, despite the disparate 
nature of the products. The difference is 
musical rather than sonic, and concerns the 
way voices and instruments relate to each 
other. Both devices made the music sound 

Listening to Mr 
Tambourine Man with 

the feet in place, I could 
differentiate Roger McGuinn's 

double-tracked vocals as never before. The 
pitches of the notes were clearer; the shaping 
of the vocal line was more contoured 
dynamically. And it was possible to hear both 
vocal parts clearly all the time. 

The instruments were clearer too, and 
everything stayed in focus and was correctly 
proportioned. Compared with before, it was as 
though you could hear all the music all of the 
time, rather than only hear some of the music 
most of the time. 

Incidentally, the feet themselves consist of 
what looks like a piece of hardwood glued to a 
shallow, not too sharply-pointed aluminum 
spike. An aluminum support cup prevents 
the point scratching the surface it interfaces 
with. And that's it. Superficially, there's nothing 
to suggest that it's is anything other than a 
nicely finished support foot. 

Subjectively, however, the sonic difference is 
much bigger than you'd get with an ordinary 
set of spiked support feet. With the latter 
you could look forward to improvements in 
sharpness and focus, with firmer, tighter 
bass and perhaps even a slight increase in 
perceived loudness. 

Harmonix's support feet offer similar sonic 
benefits, but it's the improvement musically 
that makes the extra cost of these beauties 

worthwhile. If your experiences 
tally with mine, you'll 

find the Harmonix 
products make 

your system 
sound more 
natural and 

informative, 
increasing 

transparency 
and clarity, while 

.............. making the music 
::!! more believable and 

communicative than you 
might have thought possible. 

Inevitably, some will find 
Harmonix too tweaky, while 
others will dismiss it as fraud 
or snake oil. My advice is don't 
be hasty. Listen without 
prejudice, and see what you 

think. Worth checking out. 
a Audiofreaks (0 181) 948 4153 
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SYSTEM OF THE MONTH 

TRUE To the end 
Surrey-based hi-fi dealer Infidelity has a system it thinks we might 

like. Tim Bowern listens to find out whether it keeps the faith. 

THE SYSTEM 

Meridian 508.24 CD player £1,995 

Densen B-200 preamp £1,000 

Densen B-300 power amp £800 

B&W Nautilus 805 speakers £1,400 

HNE cableway 805 stands £585 

Nordost Blue Heaven interconnects 
£290/1 m pair X2 

Nairn NACA 5 speaker cable 
£110/5m pair X2 

TOTAL COST £6,180 

I 
nfidelity: what a cheeky 

moniker for a dealer in 

fine audio systems. It's a 

rye poke in the eye for those 

who neglect hi-fi's fun factor. 

for those who seek precision 

but forget to find pleasure in 

the pilgrimage towards true 

'high fidelity'. But when it 

comes to the cream of 

Infidelity's stock, and its sonic 

loyalty to the original source, 

no description 

could be much 

further from 

the truth. 

Ah, the truth- that's what 

we all crave in the end. Faithful 

and precise reproduction of our 

favourite music from the first 

note to the last, limited only by 

the performance frontiers of 

the recordings we play. Any 

specialist worth its salt can 

spark such cravings in even the 

most casual customer, so we 

thought we'd set a challenge 

for the guys at Infidelity- give 

'em something to set their 

creative juices f lowing. 

'Imagine someone walks into 

your shop and wants to buy a 

system,' we said. 'He or she has 

a f lexible budget and can 

stretch to several thousand 

pounds, as long as performance 

is persuasive enough. It needs 

to be a musical all-rounder, 

with a CD player as its source, 

and suitable for operation in a 

medium-size listening space. 

What would you suggest?' 

Preparing a system to meet 

the needs of a hypothetical 

customer entails 

something of an 

educated guess. 

But armed with 

invaluable 

knowledge of 

what works 

with what, 

Infidelity has combined some 

of the best kit to pass through 

its portals in recent times. 

AN ANGLO-DANISH 

ALLIANCE 

The three main components 

are a juicy cut of Danish sand­

wiched between two slices of 

English excellence. Let's start at 

the source, a highly capable CD 

player from Cambridgeshire­

based Meridian. 

The 508.24 is the most recent 

version of the established 

508 design. complete 

with a 24-bit-capable 

DAC hidden within its 

brick-like casing. 

Other familiar 

features include: a 

remote control the 

size of a book; the 

ample provision of 

socketry, including 

optical and coaxial 

digital outputs. and 

balanced and single­

ended analogue 

outputs; a substantial 

transport mechanism 

with the motor and 

optical assembly incor­

porated into the disc 

drawer, the aim being to 

improve the disc's stability. 

The player's performance is 

every bit Meridian, its smooth 

and delicate signature making 

a consummately civilised 

impression. It's not overly 

soft-sounding like some of the 

company's earlier efforts, yet 

its delivery is precise, silky and 

beautifully mannered, and 

capable of quite impressive 

snap and drive. Not the most 

riveting player at two grand, 

perhaps, but its even-handed 

realism is very hard to knock. 

From Cambridgeshire to 

Esbjerg, Denmark, and the fine 

amplifiers of Densen Audio 

Technologies. This company's 

reputation for engaging gear 

gets stronger every year, and 

the new B-300 preamp featured 

here should further 

strengthen 



singular UK image. First, like 
any new preamp that wants to 
be taken seriously in the long 
term, its design is intended to 
allow growth from two-channel 
stereo to multi-channel with 
minimal strife. It includes a 
dedicated processor input 
which can be switched in or 
out, plus four pre-outs, four 
line-level inputs and a pair of 
tape loops. There's also a neat 
'standby' control which sends 
the motorised volume pot 
gliding to its minimum setting, 
then returns it to its previous 
position upon reactivation. 

"This system 
sounds superbly 
transparent and 
box-free, able to 

convey tonal 
contrasts in pure, 

unsullied fashion." 

Then there's the quality of its 
performance when used with a 
suitable two-channel power 
amp like Densen's own B-300. 
We heard this combination in 
last month's Choice, when we 
gave the B-200 a standalone 
review. Then we had a pair of 
biamped B-300s to play with; 
here we're only using one, yet it 
remains a potent combination. 
It lacks a touch of delicacy, but 
overall its performance is 
musical and involving. 

For the speakers it's back to 
the hallowed halls ofB&W in 
West Sussex. The Nautilus 805 
is the baby of the firm's 
universally-acclaimed high-end 
studio range, a 41cm tall stand­
mounter parading a remark­
able level of engineering. 

Its cabinet is constructed 
from two pieces of bent ply 
which form a horseshoe shape 
in section, with Matrix bracing 
strengthening the structure 
from the inside. A 25mm metal 
dome tweeter sits on top in its 
own isolated housing, complete 
with a tapered tail to dissipate 
rear-firing energy. And the mid/ 
bass driver sports a 25cm Kevlar 
cone, its enclosure reflex 
loaded via a front-facing port 
with golf ball-style dimples for 
a smoother flow of air. 

It all adds up to form an 
unobtrusive speaker of some 
quality. Its sound is superbly 
clear and transparent, with the 
sort of dynamic accuracy few 
speakers this size can even 

dream of. It appears devoid of 
colouration and presents music 
in an eminently coherent 
fashion, although it lacks the 
weight, scale and sheer gravitas 
imparted by larger models 
from the same range. 

B&W makes its own stand for 
the Nautilus 805, but Infidelity 
recommended we try one from 
an independent maker- HNE's 
Cableway 805. It's custom-built 
granite with a cable piping sys­
tem to the rear. This version is 
62cm tall on its spikes, and 
comes with a Nautilus-style 
base and top plate. 

Infidelity's choice of cables is 
unusual, pitching Nordost's 
well-regarded Blue Heaven 
interconnects with four runs 
(for bi-wiring) of Nairn's NACA 5 
speaker cable- wire you don't 
often see outside of a complete 
Nairn system. Still, they should 
make a lively enough coupling. 

THE SYSTEM'S SOUND 
This system is technically 
mostly very good, and some­
times quite exceptional. At 
its best it sounds superbly 
transparent and box-free, able 
to suspend music in free space 
and convey tonal contrasts in 
pure, unsullied fashion. It's fast 
without being forced, endowed 
with the kind of mid-to-treble 
coherence and resolving power 
that makes you feel privy to the 
slightest recorded nuance. 

But during my time with this 
set-up I found it less cut and 
dried on subjective levels. At 
times it moved me to tears -
during a rendition ofFaun'i's 
staggeringly beautiful Requiem 
(King's College Choir/English 
Chamber Orchestra on EMI), my 
eyes became wells as the music 
flowed. The way this system lets 
the choir gently swell, the way 
brass swoons and strings soar, 
it tugs at the heart strings. 

No less bewitching was the 
opening track on Nightmares 
on Wax's Carboot Soul, its string­
laden prelude gently subsiding 
into a razor-sharp atmosphere 
of focused percussion and 
free-breathing organ. The 
soundstage is so real. so vivid 
you feel you could dive in and 
swim from corner to corner. 

But when I tried some more 
beat-driven stuff it grabbed me 
less, its performance seeming 
to harden up and lose some 
heart and soul. The technical 
class of its sound remained as I 
cycled through trance, deep 

SYSTEM;_, O�- THE MO�TH 

house, and a healthy slice of 
rock; it was consistently tight, 
fast and controlled, but the 
emotive force of the music 
seemed diminished. Crisp and 
clear, but seemingly going 
through the motions. 

CONCLUSION 
At more than £6,000 this is a 
relatively costly set-up, given 
the nature of its components, 
but the expense is justified by 
its insightful sonic view. It's 
magical with voices and 
musically compelling, though 
its involving qualities are 

diminished if heavy bass lines 
and driving beats are called 
into the equation. 

VERDICT 

Ji•liW·· 00000) 
JtW4itr\W 00000) 
''41!11 - 00000) 
� 
� When this system S<ores, it does so 
with real star quality. A truly insightful 
performer, engaging with many forms of 
music and exceptional with some. 
m Infidelity (0181) 943 3530 

T H E  S Y S T EM  COMPONE NTS 

DENSEN B-200 £1,000 Preamp 
A new, high quality preamp with the versatility to grow easily into part of a 

multi-room set-up. Supplies four line-level inputs plus two tape loops, a 

processor-specific input and four pre-outputs. 

Alternatives: Copland GA-301Mkll £1,399; Meridian 502 £1,295; Musical 

Fidelity X-P100 £800; TAG Mclaren PA 10 £850. 

DENSEN B-300 £800 Power amp 
An engaging performer offering a strong mix of pace and warmth. 

Power output is lOO Watts per channel. 

Alternatives: Michell Alecto (stereo) 

£1,150; Musical Fidelity X-A200x2 £1,000; 

Roksan Caspian Power £595; 

TAG Mclaren 60P £850. 

B&W Nautilus 805 £1,400 
This is the baby of B&W's sublime Nautilus 800 Series - it lacks 

the sonic scale of its larger brothers, but its transparent and 

effortless music-making is instantly recognisable. Sensitivity is 

91 dBfW/m and impedance is 8 Ohms. 

Alternatives: Audio Physic Step £1,299; Dynaudio 

Contour 1.3 Mkll £1.198; Harbeth HL Compact 7 £1,300; 

Jamo Concert 8 £1,365. 

We used Nordost Blue Heaven 

interconnects (£145) and five 

metre runs of Naim NACA 5 

speaker cable (£5.50/m). 

Speaker stands were HNE 

Systems Granite 805 (£585), 

purpose-made for the B&Ws. All 

were recommended by Infidelity. 

MERIDIAN 508.24£1,995 
A pure and cultured-sounding player, complete with 24-bit-capable DAC and 

Meridian's usual quality of build. it's a solid digital disc-spinning foundation 

for any high-end system. 

Alternatives: Acoustic Precision Eikos £1,850; Copland CDA 289 £1,898; Helios 

Stargate £2,550; Naim Audio C02 
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Following on from last month's feature on 
CD-R blank discs, Paul Miller takes a detailed 
look at the workings of the medium. 

L 
ast month's special on 

domestic CD-R recording 

media yielded some 

pretty spectacular results and, 

as promised, we'll take the 

time to explore just why. on a 

microscopic level, COs look 

the way they do. In the feature, 

we discovered that both CD-R 

discs and COs employ a spiral 

track composed of reflective 

and non-reflective patches. 

These are called 'lands' (1) 
and 'pits' (or bumps. (2)). 

respectively and. when strung 

together in a sequence, 

represent the digital data. 

The intensity of the 

reflected laser beam is much 

reduced as it passes over an 

optically destructive pit or 

bump. distinguishing them 

from the flat land surfaces 

that lie in between. 

EYE OF THE BEHOLDER 
However, bumps do not 

represent digital 1s nor lands 

solely digital Os, as you might 

expect. Instead, a digital '1' is 

represented by any transition 

from land-to-bump (3) or bump­

to-land while the number of 

Master Clock periods (T) 

accumulated across each 'land' 

or 'bump' surface represents a 

sequence of digital Os. 

You might imagine the laser 

'looking' at the CD spinning 

overhead and 'counting' the 

number of regularly spaced T 

intervals as it goes. Imagine 

'seeing' the transition from a 

reflective land to a non­

reflective bump: this is a digital 

1. The number of Ts counted 

until the next transition (from 

bump back to land) represents 

the number of digital Os. 

Simple, huh? 

In essence, the length of a 

bump. or of the land between 

two bumps, determines the 

number of digital Os that are 

encoded between adjacent 

ltl:!ljl!:t.H;t July/ August 19991 

digital 1s. And for continuity, 

the duration of each land or 

bump is measured in Clock 

Periods or Ts. This is the so­

called run-length of the land or 

bump and, as we'll discover, 

only nine different run-lengths 

(from 3T to 11 T) are allowed to 

exist on a CD. Somehow, all 

that 16-bit data has to be 

represented by patterns made 

from just nine differently-sized 

bumps and lands. 

·� CD made today 
must adhere to the 

specification of 
those first discs 

pressed in 1984. In 
a perfect world, 

only the tolerances 
of manufacture 

would've changed, 
presumably for 

the better." 

HOW TO SQUEEZE 70+ 

MINUTES OF MUSIC 
ONTO 5" OF PLASTIC 
From an historical viewpoint, 

the exact dimensions. spacing 

and number of available 

'bump' lengths was limited by 

the wavelength and Numerical 

Aperture ofPhilips' low-cost 

laser, and the track velocity 

(speed) of the disc. The height 

of a bump is fixed at about one 

quarter of the laser wavelength 

so that destructive interference 

is guaranteed to reduce the 

intensity of the reflected beam. 

The hard reality of mass 

manufacture also played a role 

in what might be achieved. 

Twenty or so years ago, the 

minimum size of'bumps' that 

could be reliably pressed into a 

disc's polycarbonate base 

material was limited. Today, 

improved manufacturing 

technology allows a finer 

structure to be imprinted on 

higher-density DVD discs, for 

example. We'll look at this in a 

future Oasis! 

For the sake of compatibility, 

a CD manufactured today must 

adhere to the specification of 

those first discs pressed in 

1984. In a perfect world, only 

the tolerances of manufacture 

would have changed, 

presumably for the better. 

Either way, the absolute 

run-lengths of the lands and 

bumps depends on the 

recorded velocity of the CD 

which, in turn, depends on the 

total available recording time. 

A 74-minute disc, for 

example, will use a Constant 

Linear Velocity (CL V) of 

1.2mfsec, while a 60 minute 

disc will use a faster 1.4mfsec. 

0 Innocent enough, but you wouldn't 
believe whafs going on inside the box ... 

FIGURE ONE AND FIGURE TWO 



A CLV is maintained by 

continually decreasing the rpm 

of the CD as the laser moves 

from the inside to the outside 

of the disc. The faster the CLV, 

the longer the run-lengths, 

and vice-versa. 

Practically speaking, for the 

laser to 'see' bump and land 

patterns moving overhead at a 

constant 1.4m/sec then the 

disc's speed must slow from 

568 to 228rpm as it tracks from 

beginning to end. This is just 

one reason why belt-drive CD 

transports aren't necessarily 

such a bright idea. 

There are nine allowable 

run-lengths (bump or land 

lengths), each of which is an 

exact multiple of the 

4.3218MHz Master Clock (T = 

231.4nsec). To maintain this 

relationship, COs recorded at 

1.4m/sec will have slightly 

longer bumps and lands (and a 

shorter '60 minute' playing 

time) than an equivalent disc 

recorded at 1.2m/sec. 

This leaves us with a mini­

mum run-length (called 3T) 

between 0.833-0.972um (1 urn= 

one thousandth of a mm) and a 

maximum-run length (called 

11T) between 3.05-3.56um, 

depending on the CLV of the 

disc. This is true for both CD 

and CD-R discs. 

LASER PICK-UP OUTPUT 

I have programmed a computer 

simulation of the electrical 

output from a CD's laser pick­

up, shown in Figure Two. It 

shows that a laser doesn't 'see' 

1s and Os, but instead provides 

a complex series of superim­

posed waveforms from which 

the 16-bit data is decoded. This 

is known as the EFM or RF 

eye-pattern (we'll talk about 

EFM a little later). 

Figure T wo clearly shows 

that each run-length is repre­

sented by a waveform whose 

wavelength and amplitude 

increases with T-length. So, the 

shortest 3T bumps/lands are 

represented by the higher fre­

quency, lower amplitude wave 

(black) and the longest 11 T 

bumps/lands are represented by 

the lower frequency, higher 

amplitude wave (white). 

It's also clear that each of 

these waveforms is placed at 1 T 

intervals. From their precise 

timing at the horizontal (red) 

zero-line, the CD player's 

decoder will extract the 

00100000100100 ... (etc.) data 
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pattern of bumps and lands 

impregnated on the disc. 

Bumps or lands shorter than 

3T are not permitted because 

bump-to-land and land-to-bump 

transitions will occur too close 

to the optical cut-off frequency 

of the laser. Also, bumps and 

lands longer than 11 T could 

accumulate an unacceptable 

timing error as 1s become 

separated by excessive numbers 

of Os. So, with a range of 3T to 

11T, this means that a '1' must 

be followed by a minimum of 

two Os and a maximum of ten 

Os. So how do CD and CD-R discs 

use combinations of just nine 

different run-lengths to repre­

sent a full 16-bit digital code? 

'clumps' are scattered through 

a wider sequence of data, 

making correction easier. 

This is the basis of the Cross 

Interleave Reed-Solomon code 

(CIRC) used to combat errors in 

both CD and CD-R systems. 

During the CD mastering 

process, these 8-bit audio 

samples are encoded into 24 

symbols (12x8-bit samples for 

both L and R channels). Four 

extra 8-bit symbols, called 

Parity Symbols, are sandwiched 

between each block of 12 audio 

symbols and one 8-bit Control 

Symbol is also added to the 

front. The latter caters for 

subcode information and 

brings the total to 33 symbols 

"The precise dimensions , spacing and 
number of available 'bump' lengths was 
historically limited by the wavelength 

and Numerical Aperture of Philips' 
low-cost laser, as well as the track 
· 

velocity of the disc." 

Let's take this from the top. 

Imagine you've just recorded a 

piece of music, taken a snap­

shot every 44.1kHz and then 

allocated each snapshot a 16-bit 

number. Remember, with a 

16-bit code you have 16' (65,536) 

different combinations of 1s 

and Os, each 16 digits long, 

available to describe the 

amplitude of each snapshot 

(see Oasis issue 187). Inevitably, 

some of these permutations 

will have consecutive 1s or 

strings in excess of ten Os, both 

violating our 3T-11T rule. So it's 

impossible to directly accom­

modate 65,536 permutations of 

1s and Os with a selection of 

just nine different run-lengths. 

THE TRICKY BIT: 

EIGHT-TO-FOURTEEN 

MODULATION (EFM) 

Overcoming this problem is a 

complex affair. Before the data 

is committed to CD, every 16-bit 

digital sample is split into two, 

smaller 8-bit samples running 

one after the other. This 

sequence is then scrambled so 

that consecutive samples are 

not placed one after the other 

on the disc. If they were, then 

scratches, jam, dust and other 

imperfections could mask 

whole sequences of data. 

It's the job of the player's 

decoder to rearrange these 8-bit 

samples back in their original 

order so that any missing 

per block of data (1 Control+ 12 

Audio+ 4 Parity+ 12 Audio+ 4 

Parity= 33 Symbols). 

Each of these 8-bit symbols 

can be represented by one of 2' 

(256) permutations of 1s and Os. 

Each permutation is 8 digits 

long, yielding binary words 

extending from 00000000, 

00000001, etc to 11111110 and 

11111111. But the smallest 

bump on our CD must be at 

least 3T in length, so each 1 

must be followed by at least two 

Os for the run-length to be 

valid. So we can't accommodate 

these 8-bit symbols directly 

onto the CD or CO-R disc. So 

where do we go from here? 

Fortunately, a 14-bit code, 

which allows 16384 different 

combinations of 1s and Os (each 

fourteen digits long), contains 

some 267 permutations where 

each 1 is followed by at least 

two Os and no more than ten Os. 

So 256 of these 14-bit symbols 

are used to represent our 8-bit 

symbols, ensuring there are no 

bumps or lands smaller than 3T 

or bigger than 11T. This, then, 

is the channel coding used by 

CD, CD-R and CD-RWwhich, 

naturally, is called Eight-to­

Fourteen Modulation (EFM). 

JUST WHEN YOU THINK 

IT'S ALL OVER ... 

In practice, however, our 8-bit 

symbols are represented not by 

14-bit symbols but by 17-bit 

[Dec:imal &-bit� t4-bit Svmbo1 I 
0 00000000 01001000100000 

1 00000001 10000100000000 

2 .... 00000010 10010000100000 

.... 127 01111111 00100000000010 

128 10000000 01001000100001 

129 .... 10000001 10000100100001 
.... 253 11111101 00001000010010 
254 11111110 00010000010010 
255 11111111 00100000010010 

symbols. These three extra bits, 

called merging or packing bits, 

are placed between each 

successive 14-bit symbol to 

ensure that the 3T/11 T rule 

is upheld. 

If a 14-bit symbol ends in 

a 1 and the next begins with 

a 1, for instance, this would 

violate the rule with a run­

length of less than 3T. In this 

case, three '0' packing bits are 

inserted to create a valid 4T 

bump or land. 

Finally, each data block of 33, 

17-bit symbols is headed by a 

24-bit preamble with its own 

three packing bits. This gives a 

grand total of 588 bits per 

Information Frame, which 

coincides with the player's 

Master Clock (T) period of 

4.32MHz. Phew ... 

Do you have a subject matter for the 

Oasis? Please contact Paul Miller via 

e-mail at: MILLER_AUDIO_RESEARCH 

@compuserve.com 

GLOSSARY 

BINARY OR DIGITAL WORD: 
A number composed solely of Os and 

1 s. A 16-bit binary word is 16-digits 

long. As each digit can be a 0 or a 1, 

there are 2" (65,563) possible permu­

tations from 0000000000000000 to 

1111111111111111 .  

BUMP (OR PIT): A non-reflective 

Run-length on the CD (see Figure 1 ). 
EYE-PATTERN: The electrical output 

from a CD player's laser pick-up (see 

Figure 2). 

FR AME: Each CD frame contains a 

Data Block of 33, 17T Symbols, one 

24T Preamble and 3 additional 

Packing Bits. 

LAND: A reflective Run-length on the 

CD (see Figure 1 ). 

MASTER CLOCK: The 'metronome' 

from which all timing within the CD 

player is derived . One Clock interval = 

T = smallest interval or point-to-point 

distance ' recognised' by the laser on 

the spinning CD. 

RUN-LENGTH: The size (length) of a 

Pit or Bump in multiples of the Master 

Clock (1). This varies from 3T to 111 

SYMBOL: A binary sequence that's 

17T long (14T Data+ 3T Packing). 
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DAVID VIVIAN 
Home is where your hi-fi supports are. But as they say in 
those scary TV ads, what if your circumstances changed? 

I 
've moved. My hundred-year-old 

three-storey cottage has become a 

brand new first-floor, two-bedroomed 

apartment. Laura Ashley frills and florals 

have been jettisoned into deep space. 

Paint, steel, leather and blonde woods 

have appeared en masse. How so? You 

don't need to know. Suffice to say that the 

great hi-fijspouse interface debate isn't 

pencilled in for any future columns. 

Neither are contributions from my (now 

erstwhile) listening partner, Steve. 

No doubt you've got the picture. So let's 

call it a clean sheet and talk hi-fi. 

It's probably fair to say that a new 

listening room makes a bigger difference to 

the sound of your hi-fi than changing any 

single component. And, just as with 

hardware, the results can be better or 

worse. It's impossible to know if you've 

landed an upgrade for sure until you set up 

your system and experiment. 

Nonetheless, I felt optimistic. My 

listening area had increased dramatically­

from 11ftx13ft to about 21ftx14ft-and the 

f loor was concrete rather than suspended. 

Windows that were off to the side and not 

in the direct sound-reflection path looked 

encouraging, too. And the much smaller 

ratio of soft furnishings to wall area all 

but guaranteed a more 'live' balance 

(potentially, but not necessarily, a bonus). 

But I'd be misleading you ifl said that 

fine-tuning the sound of my resident 

reference system (currently AVI pre-power 

and Biggatron speakers with Arcam Alpha 

8SE CD player) was a burning priority. 

Before I moved in I had a hunch it would be, 

but I couldn't have been more wrong. 

Mysteriously, inexplicably- because I'd 

never shown a glimmer of interest in the 

subject before- I turned into an interior 

design despot. As the days to completion 

melted away, I started to consume the 

contents of magazines with names like 

Perfect Home and Home Flair at a terrifYing 

rate. Then Your Home and Ideal Home, House 
Beautiful. .. you name it, I read it. Cover to 

cover. Morning, noon and night. 

And then the trips to Ikea began. Now, 

Ikea is the place where people who started 

out with a decor budget but blew it all on 

interior design magazines are forced to go. 

You can make your place look like the 

apotheosis of cool, modern design with the 

meagre pennies you have left. 

Over three weeks I became such a regular 

customer that the staff started saying hello. 

Having assimilated an entire month's 

output of the country's home decor writers, 

I knew exactly the look l wanted: nothing. 

Well, next to nothing, anyway. Clean and 

minimal. Certainly no hulking great black 

tubular metal hi-fi supports. A few simple 

wooden tables at most. 

Ikea is a store with a splendid hi-fi 

heritage. The Swedish company's dead 

simple and cheap coffee table became 

even more of an icon than it already 

was when Linn's Ivor Tiefenbrun used 

one to plonk his Sondek turntable on 

and said: 'Listen to that... who needs 

costly, fancy hi-fi furniture?' 

I started to wonder ifl could revive 

the Tiefenbrun initiative and, as well as 

the sofa, chairs, dining table, blinds, 

lighting et al, go the Ikea route for 

equipment supports as well. Not the 

purpose-built stuff (too expensive, 

slightly naff), but the classic light, 

sturdy, simple, cheap tables. 

For reference purposes, but fully 

aware that I might have to buy it if it 

turned out to be the business, I 

borrowed a basic Torlyte combo from 

Russ Andrews. The Torlyte range, to the 

best of my knowledge, is unique in the 

realm of pukka dedicated hi-fi supports 

in being made entirely out of wood. It's 

light- both in colour and weight- and 

extremely stiff. And, used in conjunction 

with metal spikes (lower unit) and RA's oak 

"I knew exactly the look 
I wanted: nothing. 

Well, next to nothing, 
anyway. Certainly no 
hulking great black 
tubular metal hi-fi 

supports. A few simple 
wooden tables at most." 

I HOME SUPPORTERS 1.) Q •N (.)si 

cones (upper platform), it's up there with 

the best metal stands in the £500-£700 price 

bracket. And it looks great- very Wallpaper. 
The Ikea alternative comprised three 

birch veneer 'Lack' coffee tables (square, 

simple, a descendant of the Tiefenbrun­

endorsed original) placed side-by-side to 

form a single platform about five-and-a-half 

feet wide- plenty of space for the T V, VCR 

and CD player without stacking. Plenty of 

space underneath, too, for CD storage and 

(improvisation worthy of Changing Rooms, 

this) a slatted 

oo your own tklns, 
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oftli colol#rl howovor 
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wooden shoe rack into which the 

AVI amplification and cable TV control box 

fitted perfectly. Total cost? £63- £18 each 

for the 'Lack' tables and £9 for the shoe 

rack. No, in some ways it doesn't sound 

quite as good as Torlyte- transients are 

marginally softened, the treble isn't as airy 

-but bass is more powerful and deeper and, 

overall, I think the balance is more musical. 

Which, when you consider the clean style 

and paltry outlay, has to be some kind of 

result. I suppose my point is this: hi-fi 

furniture doesn't have to look like it fell 

off the back of an oil rig. It didn't matter 

before, it does now. The good news is Ikea is 

still producing the goods. 

Spare a few hundred quid, mate? 
-_ I've got a CD player, TV, VCR and 

two speakers to support .. 
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Hi-Fi Choice's very own 'points of view' page, where you, the reader, can express your opinions! 

L ETTER OF THE MONTH 

WATER THERAPY 

I'd like to thank you for publishing such an excellent magazine during the latter half of the millennium. 

I especially like your impartial reviews. In fact, it was one of your earlier Super Tests that resulted in the 
purchase of my present, but soon to be replaced, system. 

I wonder how many of your current staff remember your 'shoot-out' between the Dansette LP12 and 

Pye's Black Box? The reviewer came down in favour of the Black Box due to its colour, the quality of the 

rubber on the turntable and the Bake lite arm. He did, however, like the portability of the Dansette and 

the raffia style covering of the loudspeakers- although 'loud' is probably a misnomer there. 

Unfortunately, the Black Box was in excess of £30 whereas the Dansette was about £23. As £30 was 

almost equivalent to ten weeks' gross wages, I could not afford the reviewer's choice and bought 

the Dansette instead. This has held me in good stead for many years now, but recently I've noticed a 

preponderance of small silver discs adorning the shelves of my local record stores. 

Flicking through them in the 'nostalgia' section I found one of my favourite Max Bygraves discs and 

asked if! could hear it. Quite mind-boggling. During his rendition of I'm a pink toothbrush, you're a blue 

toothbrush I actually heard tap water going down the plughole. 

I rushed home and read a vast number of your back issues and have decided to buy a number of black 

boxes- although these are made by AVI, not Pye. As I am about to take delivery of what could be described 

as "the dog's cajones", I have been assured that not only will I hear water going down the plughole, but on 

Gracie Fields' version of Singing in the bathtub you can hear her drop the soap. Wow, such bliss! 

Equipment 

support 

Tasmanian 

style. Note 

VIVAKEVLAR 
I read with interest Dr Neil 

Straker's letter in your March 

issue. He was a bit cynical about 

Paul Messenger's earlier column 

on Kevlar drivers, saying the 
sound from such units would be 

highly coloured. 

For the defence, I have a pair of 

B&W CDM1SE loudspeakers and 

absolutely love them. When I 

purchased them, B&W told me 

they needed a week to run in­

that's the full 168 hours, not just 

a couple of hours over each of 

the seven days! 

Straight out of the packaging, 

I was initially disappointed by 

their bottom end. After about 50 
hours I began to hear an 

improvement and tracked 

noticeable improvements through 

80, 120 and 168 hours. However, 

it was only after 200 hours that 

they really began to sing. 

B&W need to ensure that their 

speakers are well run in before 

sending them out for a review, so 

as not to be disadvantaged in 

panel listening sessions. 

Despite the good doctor's 
broadside, I think Kevlar is tough 

enough to survive. 

Eric McCormick, Tasmania, Australia 

AND THE WINNER IS ... 

Despite endless attempts, along 

with colleagues and friends who 

are all regular readers or 

RW Fredrick, Cornwall 

subscribers to Hi-Fi Choice, I have 

never succeeded in winning a 

prize in one of your competitions. 

This, as you can imagine, makes 

us all very sad, and even more so 

because a couple of our number 

have won goodies from your rival, 

Hi-Fi World. The reason for their 

success is quite simple: they run a 

competition that requires some 

skill and judgement. By this I 

mean not only do they pose 

questions which, like yours, are 

easily answered from the text of 

the competition article, but they 

also ask for a tie-breaker. Original, 

eh? This is a much fairer way of 

allocating prizes rather than the 

'first out of the hat' approach. 

So come on, how about 

injecting a bit of fun into your 

future contests and allow us 

clever devils a chance to display 
our powers of intellect? 

John Boyd, Nottingham 

The Editor replies ... I'm sorry to hear 

that neither you nor your friends have 

managed to win one of our fabulous 

competition prizes, however, I'm sure 

that perseverance will bring its own 

reward. As for the other publication 

you mention, there are a couple of 

reasons why your friends have had 

greater fortune. First, that magazine 

has a lower circulation than this one, 

and second, as you point out, their 

competitions require some ingenuity. 

If the less than gratifying response we 

got with our crossword competitions is 

anything to go by, quizzes that require 

mental activity are not a great turn­

on. We therefore feel inclined to stick 

to the easy/popular approach. 

SOUL REVIVING 
I'm not generally a fan of 

recording devices, but was 

recently talked into buying a 

Philips COR 760 (below) by my 

other half. She thought it'd be 

useful to put her now unavailable 

Northern Soul vinyl onto CD. I 

expected it to sound like vinyl 

with, perhaps. some loss of detail. 

But I was wrong- it sounds 

excellent. There's the odd crackle, 

but instruments sound better 

separated with vocals more open 

and natural and on the whole 

more musical. In fact, an album I 

own on both CD and vinyl sounds 

better when recorded onto CD-R. 

Is it possible that during 

cleaning things up in the digital 

remastering stages, they remove 

some of the 'soul', leaving it 

sounding thin? 

Digital-to-digital recordings 

sound excellent and it's extremely 

difficult to tell the original from 

the copy when played on my 

Nairn, Audiolab and Marantz 

set-up. However, playback through 

the CD-R machine is poor and best 

used solely as a recording device­

but at £300, it's a steal. 

Karl Todd, Oldham 

The Editor replies ... Most unusual. 

We've not heard of this phenomenon 

before. Digital recordings can be 

better than originals because of 

reduced j itter but we've not 

experienced an improvement when 

recording from vinyl. 
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LETTER OF THE MONTH 

With an upgrade budget of 
£2,000 and a goal to heighten 
vocal and midband clarity, 

where would you advise spending the 
money on my existing system as set 
out below? I primarily listen to blues 
and rock. 

CD player: Micromega Stage 2; amp: 
Audiolab 8000S; speakers: B&W DM 
603s - stood on spiked sand ballasted 
floor stands; speaker cable: Nordost Olbe Eledroc:ompaniet ECI-2. 

Flatline Gold - bi-wired; interconnects: 
Nordost Magic One; support stands: Audio Arts - spiked. 
Paul Rowe, Thailand 

GET A JAMO LEATHER CD WALLET! 
Every issue, the reader whose letter is our Query of the 
Month will receive one of these stylish, leather CD wallets, 
courtesy of those lovely people at Jamo Loudspeakers. 

WIRE WOUND 

I am putting together 
a system that at the 
moment consists of B&W 

802 Series 3 speakers, a Krell 
KAV-300i amplifier and a 
Marantz CD-17. 

I know that to get the best 
sound I have to get the best 
cables, and that's my problem. 
With all your knowledge and 
experience, could you guys help 
me out here? I'd really appreciate 
some suggestions and any 
recommendations on the best 
interconnects and bi-wire cables. 
Andrea. viae-mail 

You've got a pretty serious system 
there, And rea, so you're going to 
need some hard core cabling to get 
the best out of it. In fact, all systems 
need higher quality cabling than 
most people appreciate - until 
somebody sticks some in their 
system and tries to take it away a 
week later, that is! 

The best cable for your system is 
always open to debate - or it is until 
you hear some Electrofluidics or 

Goertz a load of 

that .. 

Goertz speaker cable. This stuff 
consists of flat copper ribbons 
bonded together to give very low 
resistance and high immunity from 
RF (radio frequency) interference. 
Everyone we've lent this stuff to 
has refused to give it back! 

As for interconnects, our last 
group test turned up a real winner in 
the Supra EFF-ISL, but there are 
alternatives- notably the van den 
Hul 0102 Mklll and Kimber PBJ. 

Given your requirements, this system looks like it's in need of a bit of 
euphony. One way of injecting it would be with valve amplification -we'd 
suggest an integrated amp like Cop land's CSAB, or something with valve­
like balance such as the Electrocompaniet ECI-2 or Musical Fidelity A2. 

Alternatively, you could change the loudspeakers, which would have a 
rnore dramatic effect on the balance of the system. There's a wide variety 
of options, but one speaker that is both mid-forward and particularly well 
suited to your musical tastes is the JBL 4312 Mkll. As rnany rock and blues 
albums were produced with monitors like these, they'll give you real 
insight into your music collection. 

FINE TUNING 

My combination consists 
of a Marantz CD67SE CD 
player, Musical Fidelity 

XlO-D 'missing link', MF ElO amp 
and Mission 733i speakers 
bi-wired with Straight Wire 
Quartet. Interconnects are 
Cambridge Pacific before Xl 0-D 
and Straight Wire Chorus after it. 

The sound is dynamic, bright, 
open, detailed and precisely 
located. The bass has been much 
improved after the participation 
of Straight Wire Quartet. 
However, the timbre of violin is 
thin, sharp and even sibilant. 

I've tried to enrich the 
midband and smooth the treble 
by changing cables, but the 
advice from different shops has 
been contradictory. 

Where should I start, given a 
budget of £500 per component? 
Yang Wang, London E14 

While the system could certainly be 
improved by changing your 
components, it might be possible 
to tune out the edginess by careful 

0 Straight Wire Chorus interconnects. 

cable selection. We suspect the 
reason you've encountered this 
problem post-Quartet might be the 
extra resolution you're now getting. 
And while some silver cables do 
have a sweetening effect on high 
frequencies, other designs might 
differ- generally, other factors 
have at least as great an influence 
on cable sound as the material. 

We'd suggest that you make a 
start by replacing the Cambridge 
interconnect with some more 
Straight Wire Chorus and toe-in 
the speakers so they're pointing 
diagonally to either side of the 
listening position. 

If that's not enough, try hearing 
some Pioneer Precision electronics 
and select speakers to taste. 

"THE SOUND OF EXCELLENCE" Jarno; For 30 years jamo. Europe's largest loudspeaker manufacturer, has been offering creative 

solutions for hi-li and surround sound. Millions of people around the world have chosen 

jamo products for t�eir combination of technical excellence and the best in Scandinavian 

design. To find out why you should be choosing Jamo, call free on 0321 300316 for a 

free information pack. lines are open 24 hours a day, every day of the week. All callers 

will be entered for our free draw to win one of I 0 exclusive leather CD wallets every 

month. Don't forget to mention Hi-Fi Choice when you call. 

Call Free 0321 300316 andWIN 
http://www.jamo.co.uk 
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I I I ij ri ill AMPLIFIER ENQUIRIES ! 

PARTNER FOR P5s 

0 The Myryad Ml120: Vincent was impressed by the build and sound. 

Up to a short time ago, 
my system consisted of 
the following: Technics 

SA-GX370 surround receiver, 
Yamaha KX-380 tape deck, 
Yamaha CDX-480 CD player, 
NAD 5120 turntable and NAD 
801 speakers. I live in 
Switzerland and managed to find 
a pair of B&W PS speakers at a 
great price brand new. 

I'm now looking to upgrade 
the amplifier and have between 

"Would a lower 
power amp like the 

Audio Analogue 
Puccini be enough 
to drive my B&W 

P5 speakers?" 

£500 and £700 to spend. I'm 
looking at the following: Arcam 
Alpha 9, Musical Fidelity XA-1, 
Creek 5250, Orelle SA-l 00 or 
even the Prim are A20. I saw 
a Myryad M1120 and was very 
impressed by the build and 

i}Mjjijili:teltij July/ August 19991 

sound quality. Do you have any 
ideas regarding the suitability of 
any of these amps for the P5s? 

Also, would lower power 
amps like the Audio Analogue 
Puccini at 40 Watts, or even 
something like the Nairn Nait 3 
at 30 Watts, be enough to drive 
these speakers? 

My musical tastes vary from 
hard rock, (Zeppelin, Metallica), 
through to pop (Bjork), jazz and 
some R&B (Erykah Badu). 
Vincent Fern an, Zurich, Switzerland 

Looking at the specs on the B&W 
PS, it doesn't appear to be the kind 
of design that will give of its best 
with low-powered amps- nothing 
unusual with this brand. Therefore, 
we'd encourage you to audition the 
Alpha 9, XA-1, Myryad and Primare 
(now in Mkll form) from your list. 
We've not tested the Creek and 
Orelle has temporarily stopped 
making electronics. 

If your budget will stretch, also 
consider the Roksan Caspian and 
Densen Beat, both of which will 
add a bit of life to the sound. 

I'm looking to replace 
the Pioneer PD-1 06 
which appears to be the 

weakest link in my system. 
However, I've read that home 

cinema amplifiers like my 
Pioneer VSX-505RDS don't 
compare favourably with straight 
hi-fi amps, and so would hesitate 
to buy a Pioneer PD-S505 
Precision CD player if my amp 
isn't going to reveal its qualities. 

On the other hand, I know 
that this player would perfectly 
match a Pioneer A-300R 
Precision amplifier. 

Before making the 
change I'd like to be 
assured that it 

FIDELITY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL 

Which amp would do 
justice to my new JBL Ti6 
speakers? I heard them 

on Accuphase E211, Arcam 
Alpha 10 and Rotel RC972/ 
RB981 amplifiers. The Rotel 
combination had better control 
over the lower regions than 
the Arcam. 

I'm thinking of bi-amping 
them with 2 Rotel RB981 s or 
going into a higher league 
(Prima re A30.1, Classe CP80, 
Copland CSA-28 or Audio 
Analogue Bellini and Donizetti). 

My current set-up consists of 
a Nakamichi CR-3E tape deck. a 
luxman DX-112 CD player, a 
Sony S570ES tuner, the De non 
PMA-920 that is to be replaced, 
and a mostly unused Technics 
Sl-Dl5 turntable. 

The speaker cables that 
connected the Denon·to my 
replaced B&W DM6 speakers are 
van den Hul's Snowline. In a year 
or so the CD will need to be 
replaced or supplemented with 
an external DAC. 
Hans Hinnekint, via e-mail 

ACOUSTIMASS CONFUSION 

not give a sensitivity figure. Also, 
my present amp has no digital 
connection - does that mean the 
PD-S505 Precision wouldn't 
perform at its best? I'm not 
interested in attaching an MD or 
DAC. I'm not able to replace the 
Bose speakers as they fit in with 
the decor. 
RBrattesani, Harrow, Middx 

Your last point rather puts paid to the 
obvious suggestion with a system 
like yours - replace the speakers. 
The Acoustimass sat/sub systems 
don't often appear around these 

JBt:s Ti series is not available in the 
UK, nor does it feature on the 
company's website, so we aren't 
totally ou fait with its characteristics. 
But as you've discovered it 
responds well to power, that might 
be the best way to go. 

However, bi-amping with 
RB981 s might not give as good a 
result as going for a more refined, 
albeit less powerful option - power 
is by no means everything. 

We'd encourage you to audition a 
few of the following in the context of 
your speakers: Creek P43R/A52SE, 
Quad 77 pre/power, Roksan 
Caspian integrated (possibly 
bi-amped with a Caspian power) 
and one or all of the Scandinavian 
integrateds you mention. 

parts, so we're not overly familiar 
with them, but given their mass­
market inclinations, it's highly 
unlikely that they require serious 
wattage. On the other hand, 
whether they'd be transparent 
enough to make the most of an A-
300R Precision is less predictable, 
and we'd recommend you borrow 
one before committing yourself. 

With regard to your current amp 
and the PD-5505 Precision, you do 
not need a digital input to make 
the connection. Digital inputs on AV 
amps are generally designed to 
accept the Dolby Digital or DTS 

feed you get from DVD videos 
- CD players connect to a 

regular analogue 
input- your amp 
should have a CD 
input for the job. 

0 The Pioneer 

PD-5505 Precision. 



INTERESTING BUDGET 

I have managed to 
save about £1,500 
-£2,000 pounds 

for possible upgrades to 
my system. Initially I was 
thinking of upgrading my 
CD player because I con­
sider it the weakest link, 
but after much reading 
about DVD-A and SACD 
I'm not sure whether it 
might be wiser to wait a 
couple of years. 

On top of that, I think I 
could continue saving 
about the same amount 
per year for upgrades, so 
in two years' time my upgrade 
budget will be more interesting. 
I'd very much like your advice on 
whether to buy now or wait. 

Also, I'd like to know if you 
would recommend any 'not so 
substantial' improvements to my 
system -that is, in the £500-
£700 bracket. I currently own a 
Quad 77 CD, 77 pre and 707 
power amp (connected with the 
Quadlink bus) and KEF 
Reference 2 speakers bi-wired 
with van den Hul Cleartrack. 

My listening room is about 
4mx6m. I'm also a keen 
headphone user, owning a 
Musical Fidelity X-Cans amplifier 
and Sennheiser HD 600 
headphones. I listen mostly to 
rock, indie, soul and some 
dance/techno. 
Ricardo Damborenea, Madrid, Spain 

On the future formats issue (SACD 
and DVD-A) you could have a long 

My system consists of an 
Arcam Delta 90 amp, 
Technics SLP220 CD 

player, Denon DRM 800 cassette 
deck and B&W 11 Oi speakers -
interconnects are Monster Cable. 

I've been looking at upgrading 
the CD player with either a Sony 
CDP-XB920E, Marantz CD63 
Mkll KI-Signature or Pioneer 
PD-5707, and am considering 
replacing the speakers with B&W 
DM602s or Acoustic Energy 
AE 1 09s at a later date. 

I listen to classical music 
mostly, with just a little rock. 
Given that my budget for the CD 

..... �. 

0 Next year's Quad? 

wait before, a) players come down 
to a reasonable price, and b) they 
get as good at playing regular COs 
as a good CD player, if you get my 
drift. In other words, it could be a 
year before we know which format 
has the best software support and 
the finest 16-bit/44.1 kHz playback. 

Having said that, it looks as 
though your system will need a 
wholesale rather than piecemeal 
upgrade to take it up to the next 
sonic level, so an extra year's 
saving might be a good idea. By 
then the Quad 99 series and 
electrostatics should have 
appeared on the shop floor, which 
might make a nice upgrade. 

In the meantime, there are a 
variety of options to consider­
your cabling, for instance, could 
be upgraded to Supra EFF-ISL 
interconnect and Goertz M2 
speaker cable. 

WISE CHOICES 

player will 
be limited to £300-£400, do you 
think I've made a wise choice? I 
need a clear, high treble without 
sacrificing a good solid bass. My 
room is approximately 11ftx12ft. 
Eddy Wood, Gloucester 

Your selection of new CD players 
and speakers look pretty wise on the 
whole. We'd be inclined to consider 
a couple of other players if those 
listed fail to do the trick. The Arcam 
Alpha 7 is a great player in its own 
right and might find some synergy 
with your amp, while Rotel's RCD-
971 is another strong contender. 

I SOURCE ENQUIRIES I;;§ Hill 

DIGITAL RECORDING DIVERSIONS 

I have read about CD-Rs 
not playing in some 
older CD players. I have 

a Philips CDR-880 and have 
experienced the same difficulties 
- my old Philips isn't interested 
in playing CD-R discs at all, while 
my ten-year-old Yamaha takes 
about ten seconds to find each 
track, and usually starts playing 
somewhere in the middle of the 
song! I'd be interested to know 
what causes these problems. 

I'm equally puzzled by my 
newly acquired Sony MDS-JB920 
MiniDisc recorder and its ability 
to make 20-bit or even 24-bit 
recordings. As I understand it, 
the Mini Disc format is 16-bit, so 
why offer these options? 

The manual sheds no light on 
this subject, and does not say if 
the 20-bit/24-bit modes are 
dithered or not. Surely if these 
signals are not dithered, then 
any bits above 16 would be lost? 
The MDS-JB920 also has this 
option on the digital outs, so it is 
possible to record at 24-bit while 
sending a 16-bit signal to other 
digital equipment! 

I fail to understand the. 
reasoning behind this. Could you 
please shed some light on the 
above subjects? 
Russ Hurley, Hereford 

The Technical Editor replies ... 

I presume that your Phi lips and 
Yamaha CD players have no 
difficulty playing conventional 
(silver) COs. In which case, the 
problem arises from the difference 

strong contender. 

Speaker, er, wise, 
we'd imagine you'd like 
the B&W a little more 
than the Acoustic 
Energy, although we've 
not yet tried the Series 
2 version of this model. 
But there are, as ever, 
some tempting 
alternatives - how 
about the Heybrook Heylios or 
Royd Doublet, for instance? 

in reflectivity between silver COs 
and gold CO-R discs. If the CD 
player is engineered to 'read' data 
from the big contrast that exists 
between reflective (land) and non­
reflective (bump) on a silver CD, it 
may not be able to discriminate 
between the equivalent areas on 
a CO-R disc which are generally 
uniformly less reflective. The 
contrast between reflective and 
non-reflective areas on CD-RW 
discs, incidentally, is even poorer, 
which is why only a handful of the 
latest CD players will read such 
'dull' discs. See my Oasis column 
(p 14) and last month's feature on 
CO-R media for more details. 

Onto Mini Disc. First, the Sony 
MD920 uses 20-bit (not 24-bit) 
ADCs and DACs. The ATRAC 

processor, has a selectable 
wordlength which 'floats' low­
density data to achieve the highest 
resolution during coding. This helps 
counter the reduced resolution 
inherent at lower signa\ levels, 
although a full scale signal will only 
be coded and replayed to 16-bit 
accuracy. Finally, the se\ectab\e 
wordlength available on Sony's dig­
ital outputs is provided for 'future­
proofing' with other ancillaries. 
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I: I# Hill SPEAKER ENQUIRIES I 

SMALL SWEDISH ROOM D 

I want to change my 
speakers. I bought Dali 
450s and feel they 

produce too much bass for my 
small room. My current set-up 
consists of Thule PR 100 
preamp, NAD 214 power amp, 
Arcam Alpha 7 CD player, 
Supra ply 3.4 speaker cable and 
Tara labs 22 interconnects. I 
listen to soft jazz, rock and pop. 

The speakers which I think 
might work with my system are 
Dali Royal Menuet 11, Dynaudio 
Audience 40 

Hllllilliit.Hiii July!August 19991 

and B&W 602/601. But which of 
these would 'fit' best with my 
amplifiers and source? 
HennkLjadas, Sweden 

What is it about the Swedes and 
their small rooms this month? 
Clearly there's an opening for a 
golden section listening room kit­
I wonder whether lkea's thought of 
that one yet? 

With the power you have on tap, 
it's safe to assume that control is 
not really the issue here and that 
smaller speakers are going to be 

the only option, but it might well 
be worth looking at 

some of the 
suggestions we 
make in our reply 
to 'Small Swedish 
room' on the 
Systems queries 
page (p25). 

Of the names you 
put forward, we'd 
plump firmly for the 
Dynaudio, which did 
very well in our last 
group test. The B&Ws 
have just been 
upgraded to Series 2 
status, so it might be 
worth waiting for the 
new models to arrive 
before making your 
mind up. 

Alternative quality 
miniatures to consider 

include Rega Kytes, Mission 
750LEs and PMC TB 1 s. 

I'm about to buy a new 
pair of floorstanding 
speakers to go with the 

following system: Thorens 
TD166 MkVI turntable, Marantz 
CD63 Mkll KI-Signature CD 
player, Aura VABOSE-x amp and 
Yamaha KX-300 tape deck. 

I'm trying to keep the cost 
down, but can stretch to 
something like Tannoy Mercury 
M3s or Heybrook Optimas. Both 
seem to be highly regarded 
but, to make matters more 
complicated, I've seen 
Mordaunt-Short MS206s 
advertised at half their normal 
price - less than the other two 
options. Would the Mordaunt­
Shorts be better because they're 
normally much more expensive? 
I can't find any reviews of them. 

I listen to mainly rock and jazz 
with a bit of classical and choral 
thrown in occasionally. 
Ross Stickland, !'inner, Middx 

SYSTEM TAILPIECES 

Over the past 
two years I 
configured the 

following hi-fi system 
with pretty nice discounts: 
NAD 314 amplifier, 
Marantz CD-67 CD player, 
Aiwa AD-5950 cassette 
deck, Sony ST-SE520 tuner. 

As I consider speakers 
and cables to be the 
tailpieces of the system I'd 
appreciate your help in 
choosing the best way to get 
the most out of this set-up. 

I listen to a wide variety of 
music from pop music to 
symphonic rock (IQ, 
Pendragon, Camel, The Alan 
Parsons Project, Yes, Pink 
Floyd, ELO), but no hard rock! 
The room is about 3.5mx13m. 

Because of the earlier 
discounts, my budget isn't too 
tight. Nevertheless, any extra 
spending of money should be in 
balance with reasonable value 
added. Also, I would prefer the 
speakers to be bi-wirable. 
Gert Littooij, Rotterdam, Holland 

You've got a pair of pretty smooth 
operators in your CD player and 
amp so, should it appeal, a speaker 
with a bit of life might be the best 
option. Your budget guide isn't very 
clear, but to get most of what the 
system's capable of something 
from £250 to £350 should suffice. 

Some of the following options 
would be worth seeking out and 

The MS206 is from the range that 
had just appeared when the brand 
changed ownership, putting it in the 
hands of Audio Partnership, part of 
Richer Sounds - hence the discount. 

We never got a chance to review 
the MS200 range so can't vouch for 
its compatibility with your system or 
competitiveness in general. 

At the end of the day, however, 
you want a good speaker that falls 
within your budget and if the MS is 
better in dems than the alternatives, 
then it's a sensible choice. 

There are few speakers below 
£300 that can give the Mercury M3 
much trouble, but there are a couple 
and we'd urge you to listen to them 
before taking the plunge. 

Check out JBL LX2s and B&W 
DM602 S2s- we've not yet tested 
the latter yet, but if it's as good as its 
predecessor then you won't be 
wasting your time. 

0 Tannoy's Mercury Ml. 

auditioning- Pendragon albums 
firmly in hand, of course: Acoustic 
Energy AE 109, Castle lsis, JBL LX2, 
Mission 733i. 

As for cabling, the element of 
a system that most consider the 
tailpiece is in fact a part that's as 
important as any other- it won't 
work without it, after all. Your 
locality would suggest something 
from the van den Hul range might 
be good value. Try vdH PB5 
interconnects with some Straight 
Wire Quartet speaker cable. 



ECCENTRIC BALANCE 

My current system is as 
follows: Sondek 
LP12/Ittok/Asak, Nairn 

22/160, Marantz CD63 KI-S, 
Nakamichi tape, Nairn 
interconnects/cable and Linn 
lsobarik loudspeakers. 

I had planned to replace the 
amplifier and CD player with a 
total budget of about £6,000 
(the Marantz CD and old Nairn 
amplifiers being relegated to 
bedroom use), and to purchase 
a Nairn CDX, 1 02/Hi-Cap/250 to 
go with the LP12/Isobariks as 
this would give a better CD 
source as well as much needed 
improvements on the amp front. 

On audition, the amp upgrade 
provided all the extra control, 
detail and welly required, but 
the CDX sounded completely 
vile and too much of a contrast 
to the sound of the LP12. 
Switching to the Nairn CDSII/XPS 
(which I can't afford) showed 
that it was indeed the CDX's 
'eccentric' tonal balance and 
harshness that was to blame. 

0 The Helios Stargate. 

System: Nagra reel-to­
reel, NAD tuner, Quad 
520 amp and Epos 

ES22 speakers. 
Problem: I'm delighted with 

the recent purchase of my Epos 
loudspeakers. However, they've 
brought to light 
significant short­
comings elsewhere in 
my system. I mainly 
listen to radio and 
have around £5,000 
to spend on a 
replacement tuner, 
amplifier and a new 
CD player. 

All the dealers 
I've visited have 

unconditionally 
recommended Nairn 
equipment with my 
loudspeakers, but I 
prefer a warmer, more 

Is there a CD player at about 
£2,000-£2,500 that retains the 
incredible drive and dynamics of 
the Nairn CDX, but with a more 
neutral overall balance (similar 
to the Linn LP12/Ittok/Asak) so 
that we can switch from vinyl to 
CD source without really noticing 
too much difference? 
Fred Martin, London 

That's a tough one. Drive and 
dynamics but no aggressive 
tendencies from a source that costs 
less than your turntable would if 
purchased today. You're seeking 
the holy grail of CD players, and it 
might be necessary to up your 
budget a bit to get something that 
can do the trick. 

it's not possible to give you a 
single specific player, but we found 
the following players to provide an 
extremely good balance of sonic 
characteristics without breaking 
your budget too severely: Acoustic 
Precision Eikos f 1,850+, Helios 
Stargate £2,550 and Wadia 
W830 £3,000. 

PIPE AND SLIPPERS 

relaxed sound- like that offered 
by my comfortable Quad. 

I like the Meridian 508 CDP and 
504 tuner. Would I be better off 
with an all Meridian system using 

0 AVl: the definitive Quad upgrade. 

1 sYSTEM ENQUIRIES •: • a Ha 

SMALL SWEDISH ROOM 

My system consists of an 
Audio Pro CD2 CD 
player, Rega Planar 2 

turntable, NAD 302 amplifier and 
a pair of KEF Q-35 speakers on 
spikes. Interconnects are Supra 
EFF and speaker cables are 
Supra PLY (3.4mm). 

The problem is that I'm not 
very satisfied with the sound. 
My listening room measures 
4mx4.5m and a friend told me 
that speakers like KEF Q-15s 
would sound better in such a 
small room. 

I'm also considering an 
upgrade of my system and have 
about £700 to spend. Do you 
have any suggestions? 
Man ne Schmitz, Stockholm, Sweden 

lt seems unlikely that your speakers 
are too big, or have too rnuch bass 
extension for your room which, 
while hardly cavernous, is not 
unduly srnall. What you need to do 
is control the speakers you have, 
which means upgrading the amp 
to something with a bit more grip 
and improving both speaker 
cabling and support. 

the 502/557 amps, or trying to 
get used to Nairn amplification? 
Christopher Wilson, Crawley, Sussex 

While Nairn's electronics have an 
excellent reputation and a known 
empathy with Epos speakers, if you 

didn't enjoy the demos 
you've had so far, there's 
no point trying to get 
used to it. We would 
encourage you to pursue 
either the Meridian route 
that you've encountered 
or to seek out the AVI 
brand. This British firm 
has taken on the mantle 
of Quad in its heyday 
and produces well built, 
innovative and good 
sounding kit-it also 
makes a particularly 
nice radio. Prices are 
akin to Meridian. 

'1\s far as cabling's 
concerned, we'd 

suggest Goertz Ml 
- it's expensive, 

but it'll do wonders 
for all aspects of 

the sound and 
you'll never need 

to upgrade." 

In arnps, we'd suggest 
something like the Rotel RA-971, 
Marantz PM-66 KI-Signature or a 
Pioneer A-300R Precision. The 
latter two rnight outclass your 
source (we don't have that brand 
in the UK) but will serve you well in 
the long run. As far as cabling is 
concerned, we'd suggest Goertz 
M 1 -it's expensive at £20/m, but 
will do wonders for all aspects of 
the sound and you'll never need to 
upgrade. Finally, enlarge the 
speaker's footprint with a plinth. 
HNE makes granite examples and 
Mana does a frame/platform 
combination - both should make 
the speaker boogie. 

rh" HINTS & TIPS 
r � i When several people 

come over to hear your 

system, one way of telling whether 

they're really impressed is to see 

whether they spend most of their time 

listening to the music with rapt 

attention, or talking among themselves! 

A good system makes music so 

engrossing, you just want to go on 

listening. However, if the sound 

irritates, you try to block it out by 

talking. So, if your guests find your 

views on the Euro more interesting 

than a Beethoven symphony, you're in 

trouble system-wise! 

Paradoxically, it's a good sign if you 

can hold a conversation over the music 

as a system plays. If you can do so with­

out having to shout to make yourself 

heard, it points to excellent working 

dynamic range. But this is a different 

thing to wanting to talk over the music 

because it bores or irritates. 
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il!(dl§ij§!•i;:fji ATC ANNIVERSARY PACKAGE I 

JUBILANT Boxes 
ATC celebrates its quarter century with a commemorative package. Lee Dunkley investigates. 

G
loucestershire-based 

active speaker specialist 

ATC has been in 

business for 25 years. To 

celebrate the event it 

has put together a 

silver anniversary 

combo compris­

ing an integrated 

stereo amplifier 

with remote and a 

pair of miniature 

loudspeakers. The 

commemorative 

mood is reflected in 

the price tag, too, with 

a unique partnership 

package retailing at a 

special price of £2,550. 
The Acoustic Transducer 

Company (ATC)- and not the 

Acoustic Transfer Company, as 

incorrectly suggested in last 

month's competition- has 

built a strong reputation in the 

professional sound arena for 

its no-compromise studio 

monitors. It claims an 

impressive international cast 

of users including the BBC, 

Chandos. The Royal Opera 

House Covent Garden and The 

San Francisco Symphony 

Orchestra, to name but a few. 

From this heritage, ATC turned 

its hand towards the hi-fi 

market. The company made its 

HFC debut almost nine years 

ago with the SCM20 speaker. 

To buy these components 

individually would cost a grand 

total of £3,224: the SlA2-150 

amplifier retails at £1,984 with 

the speakers retailing from 

£1,000 to £1,240, depending on 

your choice of real wood veneer 

finish. So this package gives a 

rather generous saving of up to 

£674. But is it value for money? 

THE AMPLIFIER 
My first thoughts were that the 

SlA2-150 integrated has the 

look of a professional amplifier 

but without any of the obvious 

hallmarks. Its blackened 

brushed-alloy fascia and beefY 

styling give it a rack-mount 

appearance with dimensions 

of 13x44x32.5cm (HxWxD) 

and 19kg weight adding to 

the impression. 

Its mighty looks aren't 

misleading. Delivering a power­

ful 150 Watts RMS per channel, 

IHilj§jliiUHil July/August 19991 

the amplifier runs warm but 

the industrial-looking finned 

heat sink keeps things under 

control. Their smoothly 

rounded finish being 

indicative of ATC's high 

manufacturing standards. 

Internally, the SlA2-150 

employs the same gain 

reduction circuits as you'd find 

in ATC's studio monitors. This 

ensures that even when driven 

under the hardest conditions, 

the amplifier will not clip on 

musical transients, protecting 

the speakers from possible 

damage and improving the 

all-round musical enjoyment 

at higher listening levels. 

Two large silver-coloured 

controls dominate the fascia. 

These provide control over 

input source selection and 

volume levels, both of which 

can also be operated via the 

supplied remote control. The 

fascia also holds two smaller 

controls which select standby 

and tape-monitor functions 

and have LED indicators. 

The rear panel reveals the 

amp's true domestic flavour. 

Somewhat disappointingly, 
there are just four unbalanced 

gold-plated RCA line level 

inputs and vinyl-lovers are 

not catered for as there is no 

phono input and no internal 

modification options available. 

Furthermore, only one 

tape-loop is provided. It does, 

however, have a tape-monitor 

facility which is selectable on 

the front panel. Speaker 

terminals are shrouded 

binding posts and accept either 

4mm plugs or bare wires. 

"Even when driven 
under the hardest 

conditions, the amp 
will not clip on 

musical transients, 
protecting the 
speakers and 

improving the 
all-round musical 

enjoyment." 

A slim and neatly styled 

system remote control unit is 

supplied, but there are a 

number of redundant controls. 

As well as controlling the 

functionality of the amplifier, 

the remote also has a number 

of basic CD functions. To my 

surprise, I found I could use it 

to control the Naim Audio 

CD3.5 I was using as a source, 

as it also uses the Philips RC5 

command system, providing 

me with extremely convenient 

armchair listening. 

THE SPEAKERS 
ATC is respected for its 
uncompromising approach to 

drive unit design and is 

probably best known in hi-fi 

circles for its range of active 

loudspeakers. The original aim 

was to develop a midrange 

drive unit capable of reproduc­

ing acoustic music more accu­

rately than any other. Some 25 

years on, the philosophy 

remains the same and each 

speaker is still hand-built. 

Introduced in 1991, the SCM 

10 is a miniature in a class of its 

0 ATC's SIAl-150 amplifier gives clean, 
enhanced musical presentation. 

own. But then, retailing at 

£1,240 for the sumptuous 

rosewood or yew finishes 

(falling to £1,080 for the walnut 

and £1,000 for the black ash 

real wood veneers) makes it an 

expensive little speaker. The 

baby two-way stand-mounter is 

constructed from 18mm MDF 

and measures 38x18x25.5cm 

(HxWxD), excluding the neatly 

chamfered grille. 

The SCM 10 incorporates a 

125mm bass/midrange driver 

powered by a 45mm hand­

wound, ribbon wire voice coil 

allowing a maximum cone 

excursion of± 20mm. The 

tweeter is a 25mm unit 

made in Denmark by Vifa. 

Cable connections are via gold­

plated binding posts accepting 

4mm plugs or bare wires. There 

is no bi-wiring facility. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Once set up, I decided to try the 

SlA2-150 amp with the resident 

Ruark Equinox speakers. Mter 

giving the amplifier time to 
warm up- ATC suggests three 

hours for optimum results- I 

settled down to listen. 

Having previously got to 

grips with the rather appealing 

characteristics of the Equinox, 

my thoughts turned to the 

improved stereo imaging, 

depth and spacious soundstage 

provided with the ATC amp in 

place. The level of detail 

that the SlA2-150 gave in its 

clean musical presentation 

enhanced previously indistinct 



instruments and background 

vocals. This meant that the 

switch to the intended 

partnership of the ATC SCM 10s 

required a considerable 

amount of readjustment. To 

ensure my impartiality I 

allowed myself, and my lounge, 

the luxury of several days to get 

acquainted with the set-up. 

A pair ofPartington A-4 

stands - a Best Buy from HFC 
189- provided the support 

needed to bring these 

bookshelf babies up to an 

appropriate listening height. 

ATC recommended and sup­

plied QED Qudos Silver speaker 

cable- coincidentally, another 

25th anniversary edition. 

As is sometimes the case 

with bookshelf speakers, they 

have a tendency to sound a 

little compressed and 

restricted, due in part to their 

compact design. It took me 

quite some time and 

experimentation to achieve the 

optimum positioning for the 

SCM 10s. Although ATC says 

that the speakers are designed 

to be freestanding, I preferred 

them a little closer to the back 

wall. Still not completely 

0 The miniature SCM lOS are 
designed to be freestanding, bul .. 

happy. I had to settle on a 

compromise and eventually 

plumped for a position 

approximately 30cm away from 

the back wall, preferring the 

more substantial bottom-end 

this position provided. 

To my mind, though, the 

SCM 10s have a few shortcom­

ings which were particularly 

noticeable on pop frock music. 

At times, drums and other 

"The intelligibility 
of a number of 

choral phrases in 
Orff's Carmina 

Burana appeared 
clearer and more 

intelligible 
capturing the 

acoustic ambience. 
If only I could 

understand Latin." 

percussion instruments lacked 

impact- this was particularly 

evident on Paula Cole's track 

Tiger. Fast rhythmic music had 

good pace and timing, but 

lacked energy and drive. 

Classical and jazz tracks, 

however, seemed to fare better, 

presenting wide dynamics, 

I ATC ANNIVERSARY PACKAGE I I I (ij I e #d •J Q Jj i 

good imaging and a level of 

detail which demonstrated the 

system's strengths. 

Instruments and vocals 

which had previously tended to 

be muddled and lost suddenly 

took on an enthusiastic level of 

assertiveness without being 

overly aggressive or unnatural. 

For example, the intelligibility 

of a number of choral phrases 

in Orffs Carmina Burana­
selected for its dynamic 

transients- appeared clearer 

and more intelligible capturing 

the acoustic ambience. If only I 

could understand Latin. 

It occurred to me on several 

occasions that this level of 

forwardness in some areas was 

perhaps at the cost of details in 

the lower register being lost. In 

fact, there were a number of 

times when I was convinced 

some instruments were being 

masked by this characteristic, 

which almost led me to think 

that I was listening to a 

different recording - as though 

it had somehow been re mixed. 

CONCLUSION 
So does ATC's anniversary 

combination live up to its 

manufacturer's claims that 

your favourite recordings will 

appear exactly as the recording 

engineer originally intended? 

It's taken me a considerable 

amount of time to get to grips 

with this system. At the end of 

the day it has grown on me, but 

I have come to respect it rather 

than enjoy it. 

The SIA2-150 is a versatile 

integrated amp that's powerful 

enough for most domestic 

situations. The partnership's 

main strengths are its engaging 

and detailed soundstage, 

producing forward and open 

vocals without becoming too 

overbearing. 

The SCM 10 speakers appear 

to be designed for classical and 

jazz tastes with popular and 

rock music recordings 

performing less well. They need 

extremely careful placement, 

depending on your listening 

room, to reduce the apparent 

restrictive characteristic which 

is, in my opinion, their main 

drawback. And it is because of 

this trait that the partnership 

fails to really excite in all 

musical quarters. 

It may well bring new 

dimension to many recordings, 

but for me the SCM 10s were a 

bit too bass-light and forward. 

AMPLIFIER VERDICT 

J1•}1W·· 00000) 
M :pm ... ooooo) 

0000 ) 
� 
1!11 An impressive sounding integrated 

amplifier with a dynamk, open and 

detailed sound. 

SPEAKER VERDICT 

J1•}1W·· 000 ) 
M:pm ... ooooo) 

000 ) 

"- A compad loudspeaker with good 

transparency but lightweight bass. Better 
suited to classical tastes. 

OVERALL VERDICT 

J1•11W·· 0000 ) 
M:pm . .. ooooo) 

0000 ) 
� 
1!11 A decent system that warrants better 

loudspeakers. 
• SIX YEAR GUARANTEE 

fil (01285) 760561 
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HIGH-END TEST 

Krell continues its 

drive into the one-box 

arena with an amp 

for both sound and 

vision. Jason Kennedy 

gets Krelled. 

A
t one time, the notion 

of an integrated Krell 

amplifier would have 

been an anathema. But the 

pace of change on the US 

market, where manufacturers 

that stick to two channel 

separates have a very tough 

time, is such that even this 

doyen of the macho amplifier 

is having to diversifY into 'real 

world' products. 

This isn't the first. either­

it's the bigger brother to the 

KAV-300i that I looked at last 

year (issue 174) and is very 

similar in many ways. It's fully 

remote control and has a mode 

called 'theater throughput' so 

it can be used as part of a home 

cinema system in the role of 

two channel power amp. 

The theory is that you could 

use it as an integrated amp for 

your stereo music listening 

while leaving it connected to 

a surround processor for 

watching the telly. the switch 

from integrated to power amp 

operation requiring a single 

four-second button push. 

What differentiates the 500i 

from the 300i is the height of 

the case - this one is twice the 

size in the upwards domain 

and nearly twice the output in 

the power department. The 

KAV-500i claims 250 Watts a 

side into 8 and double that into 

4 Ohms; suddenly it doesn't 

seem so hefty! And it's not- I've 

used bigger integrateds. This 

one weighs in at 19.5kg and 

"The Krell's balance 
seems distinctly on 
the cuddly side. The 

AV in KAV does, 
after all, stand for 

audio-visual and 
when it comes to 

home cinema 
warmth seems to be 

a must." 

48.3x16x38.9cm (WxHx.D): big, 

but not inconveniently so. 

The socketry selection seems 

rather paltry given the amp's 

not insubstantial £4,999.99 

asking price, consisting as it 

does of three single-ended 

inputs, a tape loop and a 

balanced input. And if you use 

video sources a processor will 

take up one of them. 

Operationally, the remote 

takes a bit of getting used to. It 

features a fair few options that 

relate to other Krell products­

I guess this handset operates 

the whole KAV range- and the 

source selectors are secondary 

legends beneath rather than 

above the relevant buttons, 

which had me guessing for a 

while. But you can adjust 

balance from your chair, which 

is a luxury- albeit not one that 

gets a lot of use in my part of 

the world. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The KAV-500i took the place of 

a DNM 3C T win preamp 

combined with a Roksan 

ROK-Sl power amp, a pairing 

that would retail at about the 

same price as the Krell were the 

power amp still in production. 

But the contrast between the 

two set-ups could hardly have 

been greater. The newcomer 

seemed more comfortable 

driving B&W Nautilus 802s at 

low levels (something the usual 

combo struggles with); how­

ever, nothing really happened 

when the gain was increased. 

Usually this system sounds 

better at high levels, but with 

the Krell there's a compressing 

effect which robs dynamic 

swings of their impact. It's not 

an effect I've encountered 

before and it took a while to get 

to grips with. Dynamic swings 

on recordings weren't glossed 

over in the slightest- it was as 

if compressed passages were 

emphasised but the life wasn't 

there when the compression 

was 'turned off. 

In many ways. the KAV-500i is 

a very transparent amplifier­

it reveals recording styles and 

locations with consummate 

ease and I got a good deal of 

listening pleasure out of it. But 

there was always a nagging 

sense that something wasn't 

quite happening. Switching 

back to the reference units, it 

0 Krell's KAV-SOOi: the AV stands for 

audio-visual, but ifs no lightweight. 

became clear that as well as 

dynamic restraint the Krell has 

a rather suppressive effect on 

spatial information, its musical 

creations lacking depth and 

aural tactility. 

The amp's balance seems 

distinctly on the cuddly side. 

The AV in KAV does, after all, 

stand for audio-visual. and 

when it comes to home cinema 

warmth seems to be a must. 

You can be sure of one thing: 

this amp is never going to 

shout at you. You'll be lucky if 

it even surprises you. 

CONCLUSION 

It's possible that the less than 

easy load presented by the 

N802s gave this Krell some 

trouble, but at a specified 250 

Watts that shouldn't have been 

the case. I can only surmise 

that it has been designed with 

somewhat less critical 

applications in mind. 

It would tame the average 

bright speaker, for instance, 

and you're never going to get 

listening fatigue from over­

exposure. On the other hand, it 

doesn't seem to have what it 

takes to reproduce the life in 

music, which at this price is a 

distinct shortcoming. 

VERDIO 

000 ) 

00000) 

000 ) 

" An amplifier that will be better suited 
to background listening/home cinema 
applications rather than out-and-out 
audio maniac: set-ups. 
• FM YEAR GUARANTEE 
lil Absolute Sounds (0181) 971 3909 



Affordable excellence from Pro!c. 

Two stunning new models from ProAc - the Studio 125 

and Tablette 2000. Launched to huge acclaim at the 

Bristol show, each model brings you audiophile sound 

quality for less than a thousand pounds. Hear them at 

your ProAc dealer or contact us for details. 

eProAc 
perfectly natural 

Highpoint House, Riding Road, Buckingham Road Industrial Estate, Brackley, Northamptonshire NN13 7BE 

Tel: 01280 700147 Fax: 01280 700148 Website: www.proac-loudspeakers.com 
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In July 1993 Sonus Faber 

created a masterpiece-the 

Guurneti Homage -a 

unique lute-shaped speaker 

with the strong tonal personali­

ty of a Guameri violin. The 

second commemorative speak­

er in the programme of three 

tributes to the Grand Masters of 

the att of violin making is now 

ready - the Amnii Homage. 

Cremonese violins and violas 

made by the masters, Guru·neri, 

Amati and Antonio SLradivari 

were intensely sculpted 

acoustic masterpieces chru·ac­

terised by a unique ability to 

combine tonal st::rengtJ1 and 

body with sweetness. Sonus 

Fahet· has tmdden the same 

path of oveniding passion for 

tonal character in resemching 

these speakers. The first and 

patented lute-shaped cabinet 

comprise many handsawn 

pieces of solid wood bonded 

using organic glues and heat in 

the manner of the great violin 

masters. Seven coats of natural 

lacquer give an unsurpassed 

finish. Mature walnut, maple 

and lime woods are chosen for 

their differing strengtlls and 

densities permitting fme tuning 

of the cabinet stmcture which 

is damped internally with cop­

per and lead. 

For tuning, cabinets ru-e pro­

duced in 'quiet' workshops 

away from factory noise. 

For tlle Guatneri a silk dome 

tweeter has its own solid maple 

wood acoustic chat11ber. 

Transducers are manulactured 

according to tlle.fi-ee compres­

sion driver concept to produce 

the ultimate musical detail at 

high speed with both control 

and power. Tweeters are not 

damped. The Amati midrat1ge 

is a highly lineat· paper carbo­

nium/titanium device. Bass is 

handled by two extra-rigid 

paper cmbonium cones. 

The Amati and Guarneti me 

tme musical instruments witll 

exceptional extension and 

dynamics but which retains a 

uniquely passionate timbre­

sweet and accurate. 

Please contact Absolute 

Sounds in U1e ftrst instance for 

personal dealer refetTal; 

musical monitors so rare are 

destined for tlle discerning. 

Details of the complete Sonus 

Fabet· range of products from 

£599 to £11,400 are available 

on request. 

,\bsolutc Souuds 
58 Durham !load · l,ottdon S\120 0111: 
Telephone 0181-9il3909 
Facsimile 11181-8i9i91i2 
!:mail info@absolnte-somuls.rom 
\\'eh hllll://www.absulu!c.lounds.rom 



HIGH-END TEST 

NATURAL WOOD Works 
Paul Messenger finds out whether ProAc's 

new entry-level speakers live up to the 

brand's illustrious reputation. 

T
he second ProAc to come 
under Choice scrutiny in 
the past year, this highly 

respected, well established 
and upmarket British speaker 
brand has built its formidable 
reputation largely on the basis 
of export sales, but has more 
recently been turning its 
attention to the UK market. 

This £1,000 Studio 125 is 

ProAc's new 'entry level' 

floorstander- well above most 

brands' starting price, but a 

whole lot less expensive than 

the £3,995 Response 3.8 

reviewed last October. And the 

Studio 125 has much of the 

charm and character of its 

bigger brother, sonically as well 

as physically. Indeed, if you 

shrunk an R3.8 by about 50 per 

cent, it would end up looking 

very like an S125. 

Gorgeous veneerwork (our 

samples were yew 

finished), neat little 

matching plinths, 

and a hefty and 

thoroughly solid 

cabinet build quality 

go some way towards 

justifYing the price. 

Various thicknesses 

ofMDF are used, plus 

bituminous damping 

pads and acoustic 

foam lining. The 

enclosure is reflex­

loaded by two slightly 

dissimilar ports, both 

set into the rear 

panel, just below a 

twin terminal. 

The simple two-way 

driver line-up looks 

rather more prosaic, 

although the 

modestly sized main 

driver (6.5in frame, 

120mm diameter 

cone) does have a cast 

frame, and both units 

are nicely rebated to 

create a flush front 

panel. The 19mm 

fabric dome tweeters 

0 Gorgeous veneer-work 

and solid build go some 

way towards justifying 

the Studio 125's price. 

are mounted offset 

from the centre 

line (the better to 

distribute edge­

diffraction 

effects), while 

mirror-image 

construction pre­

serves acoustic and 

visual symmetry. 

A simple half­

grille hides the 

naughty bits, for 

those who prefer their 

speakers clothed, while 

still leaving plenty of real 

wood veneer on view. My 

only real concern- and it's a 

criticism which also applied to 

the Response 3.8- concerns the 

sloppy fixing of the threaded 

inserts for the spikes, which 

need to be both tighter and 

more secure if proper floor 

coupling is to be achieved. 

My first impression of 

the Studio 125 was of 

how closely it echoed 

my nine-month-old 

recollections of the 

Response 3.8. It 

doesn't match its 

big brother, in 

terms of scale, 

weight, openness 

or top-end sweet­

ness, but it does 

have a very similar 

overall character. 

This is further 

confirmed by the 

far-field averaged 

room plots, the 

Studio 125 giving a 

near-identical in-room 

balance to the Response 

"The 125 always 
sounds delightfully 
unstrained, natural 

and evenhanded. 
It sets a standard 

here which few 
rivals can match." 

3.8 across much of the bass 

and mid range. It's a 

distinctive pattern 

with two notable 

characteristics: the 

balance is unusually 

smooth and flat from 

100Hz up to 2kHz; 

second, there's a 

strong mid-bass peak 

centred on 50Hz. 

Above 2kHz, the 

Studio 125 is rather 

less impressive than 

the Response 3.8, 

showing a signifi­

cant presence suck­

out 2.5-3.5kHz, 

although output 

above 4kHz is again 

flat and smooth. The 

Studio 125 shows a 

useful sensitivity 

advantage over its 

bigger brother, 

comfortably meeting 

the 87dBfW spec. 

Sonically, the 

excellent broad 

midband neutrality 

ensures that the 

125 always sounds 

delightfully 

unstrained, natural and 

even-handed. It sets a 

standard here which few rivals 

can match, and this would 

seem to be the key to ProAc's 

powerful reputation. The 

sound is notably 'unboxy', 

delivering spacious stereo 

images with fine precision. 

The midbass excess is rather 

less to my taste, with a 

'thumpy' tendency I found 

slightly irritating with heavier 

rock and dance music. But the 

extra weight it brought to 

classical material- and also to 

film soundtracks- could be 

rather effective, so I daresay 

some will deem this a plus. 

Although the presence 

dip seemed obvious enough at 

first and added a measure of 

'pinched' coloration to voices, I 

found myself quickly adjusting 

to this, and it should also 

ensure the speaker will always 

sound well behaved, even with 

less than perfect sources and 

amps. While the dynamic range 

seemed satisfactorily wide, 

dynamic expression and 

tension seemed rather muted. 

CONCLUSION 
At £1,000 for a compact two­

way stand-mount, the Studio 

125 looks far from cheap, but 

it's a lot more subtle and 

refined than most of the com­

petition, both in presentation 

and sonic neutrality. indeed, in 

some respects the performance 

gets quite close to the much 

larger and more expensive 

Response 3.8, which itself 

makes the Studio 125 quite 

an achievement. 

It would be nice to have more 

secure spike fixing, and the 

bass 'thump' might not suit all 

tastes, but the natural 

perspectives, evenhandedness 

and superb presentation adds 

up to a seductive and 

persuasive loudspeaker. 

VERDICT 

J1•liW·· 00000) 
l:llll!·- 00000) 
lf/;1!11- 00000) 
IQiJ!3W FROM £1,000 ) 
� Pretty, if pricey, compad floorstancler 
with a beautifully natural and neutral 

midband, and some bass thump. 

• TWO YEAR GUARAN'ItE 

m DNA Marketing (01798) 343414 
or ProAc (01280) 700147 



Can cables really make a difference to an 
already healthy-sounding system? Richard 
Black plugs and plays the latest offerings. 

R
eviewing interconnects a 
few issues back, I 
suggested that maybe 

the cable case can be overstated. 
But even that disclaimer was 
insufficient for one reader, who 
wrote me an intelligent and 
knowledgeable letter suggesting 
partly that I'm the victim of self­
deception (cables do all sound 
pretty much the same) but also 

that any differences that do exist 
between cables are a function of 
how the amplifier on the sending 
end reacts to the electrical load 
that the cable represents. 

If that's so, the whole principle 
of reviewing cables risks becoming 
seriously invalid because the issue 
of 'synergy' between cable and 
amplifier becomes all-important. 
Even Hi-Fi Choice doesn't have 
the resources to test ten cables 
with every amplifier on the market 
-which would seem to be what's 
required. I always make a point of 
testing cables with at least two 
amplifiers- in the case of speaker 
cables, an EAR valve amp (high 
feedback, output transformer) and 
a harman/kardon transistor amp 
(medium feedback, no output 
transformer), two amps very 
different in design if not entirely 
dissimilar in sound. And that's still 
only a tiny cross-section. 

But even when, in the past, I've 
tried many amplifiers with a small 
handful of cables, to test exactly 
this hypothesis, I've been struck by 
the consistency of results between 
different amplifiers when cables 
are changed. 

That's to say that if cable A 
sounds dry compared with cable B 
when they're used with amplifier 
X, that difference tends to remain, 
qualitatively at least, when A and B 
are compared using amplifiers Y 
and Z. This is in some ways quite 
surprising. Synergy is still not out 
of the picture, of course: as usual, 
there's some mileage in mixing 
and matching cables, amplifiers 

and any other 
components to 
achieve a finely 
balanced 
result, but at 
least it does seem 
that there's some mileage, after 
all, in cable reviewing even within 
the confines of the practicable. 

Phew! Now why these 
differences should exist is not 
always so obvious. In the case of 
speaker cables, there are some 
fairly obvious factors in the 
resistance and inductance of a 
cable (and to a lesser extent its 
capacitance), but it's fairly easy to 
prove with simple experiments 
that this isn't the whole story. Take 
a low-inductance, low-resistance 
cable and add to it a small resistor 
and an inductor to make it match 
a cable with higher values of those 
parameters, and you won't get the 
same sound. 

As usual, some manufacturers 
would like you to believe they've 
got it sussed: they haven't. I've 
read every cable 'White Paper' I 
can get and have yet to see one 
that doesn't contain at the least a 
good handful of unjustified and 
highly questionable assertions. 

HOW THE TESTS WERE DONE 

E
ach cable was tested with two amplifier systems, a pair of EAR 519 
monoblocks and a harman/kardon HK6500 integrated. Speakers in each case 

were my usual ATC SCM20S and the reference speaker cable was Goertz M 1. 
Sources were a Rotel RCD971 CD player and a Pink Triangle/SME/Highphonic LP 
deck with Moth phono stage. I used a combination of quick-fire cable alternations 
(less than two minutes per cable) and longer-term listening. 
THE TEST MUSIC 
Jose Antonio Guzman: Ambrosio (Sonora SACD 101) 
Pizzetti: Requiem (Hyperion CDA67017) 
The Mavericks: Trampoline (MCA 80456) 
Brahms: Violin Concerto - Oistrakh (EM I ASD2525 - LP) 

So in the end, it's 
the old, old story. We'll do our 

best to guide you, give you clues 
as to what might suit you, and 
then it's over to you for the fun 
part- find a dealer with the 
enthusiasm, knowledge and 
patience to help you make your 
own mind up by auditioning, 
ideally at home, a handful of 
top-notch cables. 

Don't worry, they don't bite -
and you'll soon hear for yourself 
what all of the fuss is about. 

rh HINTS & TIPS 

f / • CABLE MATCHING: Cables 

are generally somewhat 

dependent on the equipment they 

connect, both sending and receiving. If 

possible, try out any cable with the 

actual kit it will be linking up. Although 

manufacturers would like to sell you 

matched interconnects and speaker 

cables, there's no strong reason to buy 

the two types from any one make. 

INTERFERENCE PICKUP: This is 

generally assumed not to be a problem 

with speaker cables. However, it can 

occur, and is most easily treated with a 

ferrite sleeve or two, damped over 

both 'out' and 'return' wires together 

(VERY important!) as near to the 

amplifier as possible. Even gold-plated 

plugs can oxidise slightly. Every few 

months, pull cables out and reinsert 

them, which deans contact faces. 

Proprietary plug-cleaning and contact­

enhancing solutions are available, but 

I treat them with caution. 

CABLE BURN-IN: Some folks swear 

it's real. I side with those who argue 

that over a few hours or days your 

ears get accustomed to the defects of 

any equipment and filter them out. 



AUDIOQUEST F-18 

T
his flat cable is a figure-eight 
design, but with a slight 

difference, hinted at 
by its surpris­
ing rigidity: 
each conductor consists of four 
solid strands of copper laid side by 
side and insulated from each 
other along the run. Audioquest 
describes this as 'flat Hyperlitz' 
construction, although it has 
nothing to do with Litz cable. But 
it does make for a well behaved 
cable which, with an overall 
thickness of about 2mm, can 
disappear under carpets and will 

stay in place 
when bent. But 

as with most solid-core 
cables, it should be handled 

''It does make for a 
well behaved cable 

which , with an 
overall thickness of 

about 2mm, can 
disappear under 

carpets and stay in 

place when bent." 

CABLE TALK Concert 2.1 

W
ith 
an outside 

diameter of nearly half 
an inch this is an 
imposing cable, but it's not entirely 
obvious why it need be so big. Its 
construction -apparently nothing 
more complicated than a twisted 
pair of stranded conductors-is 
pretty much that of high-current 
mains flex, although the insulation 
used seems to be higher quality. 
Its size makes it a bit awkward to 
handle and to route tidily, although 
the fairly long 'tails' make it friendly 

enough at the back of an 
amp or speakers. Soldered 

to the review sample were the 
same simple banana plugs used 
on several other cables. 

SOUND QUALITY 
This is more a character cable than 
a truly neutral performer, but a 
lot about that character is quite 
attractive. Most obvious is the bass 
coloration, which seems to favour 
the upper bass - around the 
region of a bass singer's lowest 
notes, or the middle strings of a 

with care to avoid fracturing the 
conductors. The test sample came 
fitted with basic gold-plated 
banana plugs, well soldered. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Achieving overall no better than 
average performance for a cable 
of its price, F- 18 exhibited a range 
of typical cable drawbacks, none 
of them serious in isolation but 
overall proving something of a 
barrier between the music and 
the listener. 

Starting at the bottom of the 
spectrum, bass is not astoundingly 
extended and can sometimes 
sound a bit 'lumpy' emphasising 
particular notes at the expense 
of others. That's quite subtle but 
on recordings with really well­
recorded bass (rare enough!) 
it's noticeable. 

Take, for instance, any jazz 
record with plucked string bass 
and there's often an unevenness 
to the bass line that the best 
cables seem to avoid. Midrange 
is uncoloured but on occasion 
seems to lack some detail, while 
treble is slightly dry, which reduces 
the characteristic resonance of 
solo voices and some melody 

"Cable Talk's 
Concert 2.1 is more 
of a character cable 
than a truly natural 

performer, but a 
lot about that 

character is quite 
attractive." 

double bass -over the lowest 
reaches. Although this can be 
disconcerting initially- especially 
in quick-fire comparisons 
between cables-it's not the sort 
of defect that's likely to become 
irritating. But it could lead to 
problems with loudspeakers that 
are already a bit that way inclined 
(as plenty are): lean speakers are 
likely to be a better match. 

As so often, treble is a touch 
dry and climaxes can become 
rather edgy. Some higher­
frequency sounds seemed to 
be more affected by the bass 
character than others, with a 
couple of trumpet solos receding 
quite noticeably while violins, for 
instance, seemed untroubled. 

SUPER TEST 

instruments such as trumpet and 
violin. And as so often happens, 
the corollary is that imaging is just 
a little condensed, especially in 
the depth department. 

CONCLUSION 

With par-for-the-course electrical 
parameters, this cable won't upset 
any amplifiers and it scores on 
practicality, but its sound doesn't 
make it stand out from the crowd, 
even at its modest price. RB 

VERDIO 

IN'W·· ooooo) 
1:1111!· .. 00000) 
1\f:!!ll .. 00000) 
� 
� Slightly lumpy bass and lack of 
midrange detail: can also be a bit dry. 
• LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
181 A&R Cambridge Ltd, Pembroke Ave, 

Denny lnd. Centre, Waterbeach, 

Cambs CBS 9PB 

lil (01223) 203203 

SPECIFICATIONS 
• Topology Flat 4-pair 

• Conductor Solid Functionally Pure Copper 

• Dielectric PVC 

Potentially more serious is the 
imaging which, while lacking a 
certain discrimination of depth, 
somehow managed to put large­
scale forces, in particular, too far 
back in the frame. 

CONCLUSION 
Nothing funny going on 
electrically: resistance is actually 
the lowest in the group (by a 
whisker). But the overall package 
Jacks appeal. RB 

VERDICT 

Ji•liW·· 00000) 
1:1111!· .. 00000) 
lf/p1!1! .. 00000) 
� 
� Can make stereo images recede, and 
favours the upper bass. 
• LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
181 Cable Talk, Unit J, Albany Park, Camberley, 

Surrey GU15 2PL 

lil (01276) 686717 

SPECIFICATIONS 
• Topology Round jacketed fig-8 

• Conductor Stranded copper 

• Dielectric 'Cimflex' 
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Natural Beauty 
Loudspeakers from Vienna Acoustics 

Turntables from Pro-ject 
Music from Austria 

Distribution by Henley 

Your Hi-Fi system should be as pleasing to the eye as it is to the ear. 
Spoil yourself with the latest affordable masterpieces from Austrian craftsmen 



CHORD COMPANY Odyssey 

N
othing really 
bizarre going on here 

(nor does the maker 
claim that there is). In 
fact, this cable is one 
you could make at home if you 
fancy buying conductors in bulk: 
two cores of industry-standard 
silver-plated, Teflon-insulated, 
stranded conductor are twisted 
together in a classic construction. 
The twisting makes no difference 
to basic electrical parameters and 
in most ways this cable closely 
resembles the (untwisted) QED 
model also in this test, but twisting 

does reduce the 
susceptibility to radiated 

interference and also makes a 
cable slightly easier to handle. 

"Detail in the 
midrange and treble 

is good, even in 
difficult material 

such as orchestral 
violins, and human 

voice comes over 
well, too." 

IXOS Gamma Series 6006 

I 
still haven't entirely 
managed to work out what 

lxos' funky-looking 'Gamma 
Geometry' is supposed to achieve, 
and the company's promotional 
literature doesn't exactly make it 
much clearer. 

Essentially, two perfectly 
conventional copper conductors, 
insulated in hard, high quality 
dielectric, are braided with a 
'dummy' core of solid dielectric 
in such as way as to approximate 
a figure-8 cable in which the 
spacing of conductors is slightly 
variable and the twist, instead of 

being a continuous 
corkscrew as in normal 

twisted-pair cable, is 
given rapid clockwise/ 

anti-clockwise alternations. 
Interference rejection I'd expect to 
be similar to conventional twisted­
pair cable (better than flat figure­
S) but I can't see any advantages 
over twisted pair to justify the extra 
bulk, inflexibility and, presumably, 
cost. That said, it handles quite 
well and looks neat. The fitted 
banana plugs, although giving 
good contact in sockets, were not 
very securely clamped. 

Plugs fitted were gold-plated 
bananas, soldered and insulated 
with heat-shrink rather than the 
usual plastic body, heat-shrink 
being, if anything, both slicker and 
more robust. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Neatly demonstrating that 
plain-vanilla cable construction is 
perfectly viable, this turned in one 
of the best performances in the 
test. Particularly commendable is 
the Odyssey's imaging, which 
stands out from the crowd. 

Lateral placing of instruments is 
very good and depth is very 
believable, if ultimately still a little 
behind the best (and much more 
expensive) cables available. Detail 
in the mid range and treble is 
good, even in difficult material 
such as orchestral violins, and 
human voice comes over well, 
too, with just a hint of roughness 
occasionally on lower male voices. 

Decay on percussive sounds 
is realistic and climaxes are full­
bodied, although with just a little 
added grain at times. Bass, 
strangely, is rather unpredictably 
dependent on programme, 
sometimes seeming almost 

''Bass seems to be 
on the whole a 

strong point. In 

recordings with 
subtle bass it can 

seem indistinct, but 
in general it has 
good extension." 

SOUND QUALITY 
Sound is inconsistent: at best, 
good. Bass seems to be on the 
whole a strong point. Once or 
twice, in recordings with subtle 
bass, it seemed a little indistinct, 
but in general it has well-defined 
pitch and good extension. 

Less assured is the treble, 
which has the unfortunate- but 
not uncommon - combination of 
a recessed quality in the lower 
regions and some slight sibilance, 
which can make female voices­
particularly en masse- hard on 
the ear. 

Probably for the same reasons, 
piano sounds a little processed 
and artificial, at least in the upper 
octaves. lmaging depth is pretty 

SUPER TEST 

over-full and sometimes­
particularly in dense textures- a 
trifle shy. Neither of those matters 
is very serious, though. 

CONCLUSION 

Electrical parameters are very 
similar to several other cables 
here and no cause for concern. 
Overall, and taking into account 
the highish price, this cable still 
turns in a performance quite 
worthy of Recommendation. RB 

VERDIO 

Ji•}IW·· 00000) 
1:1111!·� 00000) 
''41!11 - 00000) 
� 
� Relatively vke-free cable with good 
detail throughout the range and generally 
neutral bass. 

• TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
181 The Chord Company, 30a Sa rum Business 

Park, Portway, Salisbury SP4 6EA 

m (01722) 331674 

SPECIFICATIONS 
• Topology Twisted pair 
• Conductor Silver·plated copper 
• Dielectric PTFE 

good and lateral imaging is good 
going on very good. 

CONCLUSION 

Electrically this behaves much 
like, for example, the QED cable, 
but with resistance a little better 
than average. Overall, this cable is 
a reasonable compromise in the 
context of its price and can safely 
be Recommended. RB 

VERDICT 

Ji•}IW·· 00000) 
1:1111! ... 00000) 
1@!11 - 00000) 
� 
� Bass is better than treble, which can 
become spitly and sibilant - although 
only slightly. 
• LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
181 Path Distribution, Unit 2A, Desborough 

Industrial Park, Desborough Park Rd, High 

Wycombe, Bucks, HP12 3BG 

m (01494) 441736 

SPECIFICATIONS 
• Topology 'Gamma geometry' 

• Conductor Stranded copper 

• Dielectric PVC 
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The Arcam Alpha 10 amplifier "redefines 
the meaning of excellence," but it still 
can't make a decent cup of tea. 

My son says the Arcam Alpha 10 integrated amplifier is the world's most advanced modular 

amplification system. As you'd expect, it's wonderful for music, however it is its flexible upgrade 

capability that has really caught the imagination of customers and reviewers alike. This allows 

the Alpha 10 to be upgraded as further technological advances are made. How nice. 

lt can be transformed into a state of the art home cinema system adding DAVE, that's the 

Digital Audio Video Entertainment module. Very sophisticated. This module provides Dolby 

Digital, Pro Logic and DTS decoding. Add a matching Alpha 10 P three channel power 

amplifier and every movie soundtrack is just like being at the pictures. Lovely. 

Or, if you'd rather hear your favourite music all round your home, you could install 

MARC! that's the Multi Area Remote Control module. lt wasn't expensive and it means TIM, 

that's my son, Totally Into Music, can listen to what he calls music, anywhere in the house. 

The Arcam Alpha 10 may redefine the meaning of excellence, but it's just like my Tim when it 

comes to making tea. Absolutely useless. 

ARCAM, Pembroke Avenue, Cambridge CB5 9PB, England. Tel: (01223) 203203 www.arcam.co.uk 

Canada- Emerald Audio Resources, Tel: (905) 880 7170. USA- Audiaphile Systems Ltd., Tel: (317) 849 7103 

Dol by, Pro Logic are trademarks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. DTS is a registered trademark of Digital Theatre Systems Inc. 
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KIMBER4PR 

K
imber's lowest­
priced cable, 

this one, although the 
differences between it and 

several of its dearer kin are not 
immediately obvious. In fad, it 
uses cheaper (although still high 
quality) dielectric and the strands 
in each of the eight conductors are 
all the same, unlike the 'varistrand' 
construction of others. 

Kimber's familiar braiding is a 
well-established technique which 
has several genuine advantages, 
including excellent interference 
rejection and good handling 

properties (Kimber is my cable of 
choice for recording sessions, 
where its excellent robustness is 
appreciated.) it also gives a good 

"The 4PR more 
than held its own. 
The usual trouble 
spots - imaging, 

bass extension 
and detail, treble 
'air' - are handled 

confidently." 

NORDOST Flatline Gold 11 

F
latline indeed -
at 0.6mm ...--::��--

thick, this cable 
has obvious advantages to 
those who prefer not to 
flaunt their cables but bury 
them underneath the 
carpet. Each conductor 
consists of four flat copper cores, 
with a dielectric that is claimed to 
be Teflon but neither looks nor 
behaves like any Teflon I've ever 
seen (Teflon shouldn't melt on a 
soldering iron, nor should it exhibit 
as much dielectric loss as this 

cable does). 
Talking of claims, 

Nordost could usefully 
quit claiming physically 

impossible parameters for its 
cables - it hardly enhances the 

company's credibility. 
Anyway, this is a practical 

enough cable and comes with 
good quality '0-Z' banana plugs 
fitted which give a good grip in a I socket. The review sample was 
rather carelessly 'unzipped' for 
termination so that some 

I conductor could be exposed. 

balance of electrical parameters, 
with lower-than-average 
inductance which ensures 
minimal frequency-dependent 
losses even over long runs but 
capacitance within the stability 
limits of all but the fussiest amps 
(the ones sold with warnings to 
use only the manufacturer's own 
cables, basically). Good-quality 
nickel-plated plugs were fitted to 
the review sample. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Considering it's not the most 
expensive cable in this group, 4PR 

more than held its own. All the 
usual cable trouble spots­
imaging, bass extension and 
detail, treble 'air'- are handled 
confidently. Flawlessly, perhaps 
not (Kimber probably does have a 
point, after all, in offering more 
expensive versions), but such 
flaws as there are do little to 
interfere with musical enjoyment. 

Only in the most critical tests 
did this cable show any limitation 
in the bass, although ultimately 
such tricky sounds as some busy 
orchestral double basses can just 
about catch it out. The (plucked) 
jazz double bass test, however, it 

"Cables often fall 
down on image 

depth, but here it's 
like the orchestra is 

brought up to the 
front, with it all 

pouring out of the 
speakers at you." 

SOUND QUALITY 

it all rather depends on what you 
want from a cable. If your most 
important criteria are liveliness 
and dynamics you'll probably like 
this one. If you're a bass freak you 
might find it less satisfactory. it's 
not that bass is particularly thin, 
but like a couple of other cables 
in this group it seems rather 
uneven, with excessive upper 
bass lending coloration to most 
low-frequency sounds. 

Even odder is imaging: cables 
often fall down in the area of 
image depth, usually merging 
everything at a modest distance. 
In this case it's more as if the back 
of the orchestra is brought up to 
the front, with everything almost 

SUPER TEST 

passed with flying colours: 
excellent body and pitch. Choral 
voices occasionally sounded 
slightly dry, and imaging lacked 
the last degree of depth, but apart 
from that it's a very rosy picture all 
round. Climaxes are always 
dynamic and clean, with minimal 
compression of image size. 

CONCLUSION 

What can I say? This is a clear 
Best Buy. RB 

VERDICT 

Ji•1JW·· 00000) 
I:IJII!• .. 00000) 
111;1 !I! - 00000) 
� 
� Considering the price, this cable's 

very slight dryness is forgivable when 

everything else is so right 

• LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

tBI Russ Andrews Accessories ltd, Edge Bank 

Ho., Skelmergh, Kendal, Cumbria, LA8 9AS 

lil (01539) 823247 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• Topology Braided 

• Conductor Stranded copper 

• Dielectric 'Polythene blend' 

pouring out of the speakers at 
you - exciting, , but a matter of 
taste. Solo voices and midband 
detail are on the whole good. 

CONCLUSION 

Whatever Nordost may claim, the 
electrical performance of this 
cable is typical of medium-spaced 
figure-8 types: resistance is higher 
than average but fine for runs of 
5m or so. But sound is too mixed 
for general recommendation. RB 

VERDICT 

Ji•liW·· 00000) 
•=llli!· .. ooooo) 
lf/;1!11 - 00000) 
� 
� Exciting sound, but a bit too 'in-yer­

face' - and bass is not always even. 

• LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

tBI Nordost (UK) ltd, Unit 7, Aber Park lnd. 

Est., Aber Rd, Flint, Clwyd, CH6 SEX 

lil (01352) 730251 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• Topology Flat 4-pair 

• Conductor Flat solid copper 

• Dielectric 'Tefion' 
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QED Qudos Silver 

in a sense the ultimate 
QED79, employing as it does 

silver-plated conductors and high 
quality polythene dielectric. it's still 

"No colorations leap 
out. Detail in 

the midrange is 
good, arguably 

considerably better 
than with some 
dearer cables in 

this group." 

SONICLINK AST200x2 

A
ST 
stands 

for Aero 
Space 
Technology­
comforting to know that your 
speaker cable will work reliably at 
60,000 feet above sea level. 
Fortunately, Soniclink claims 
more prosaic justifications for its 
idiosyncratic choice of materials, 
including the low dielectric loss of 
the silicone rubber insulation and 
its good long-term protection of 
the conductors from oxidation. In 
essence this cable, under its round 
jacket, is a figure-S type with two 

conductors each of stranded, tin-1 plated copper. Another advantage 
of silicone rubber is its flexibility, 
and AST200 can be easily routed 
round corners. The review sample 
came fitted with good quality 
gold-plated banana plugs. 

SOUND QUALITY 

This proved something of a 
disappointment. The weakest 
area seems to be detail, which just 
doesn't want to happen across the I band. Bass, for instance, seemed 
well extended and uncoloured, 
but never quite shook off a certain 
indistinctness- not quite bland, 

SPEAKER CABLES SUPER TEST 

a basic figure-S construction, 
with a fair amount of conductor 
efficiently packed into a relatively 
small cross-section, and is fairly 
pliable although polythene always 
tends to be a bit stiff. The banana 
plugs fitted were QED's 'Airloc' 
types, pressure crimped rather 
than soldered, but of standard 
single-spring contact design -
OK until the spring weakens. I SOUND QUALITY 

This is still a budget cable by most 
reckoning, and on that basis it 
does what a good budget product 
should do: everything passably, 
most of it well. No colorations leap 
out at the listener, no strange 
imaging effects intrude- it's all 
very well behaved. There's a trace 
of a fairly common bass oddity, 
whereby bass on its own is 
slightly emphasised while bass in 
a complex musical texture is, if 
anything, light, but any such 
deviations really are small. 

Detail in the mid range is good, 
arguably considerably better than 
with some dearer cables in this 
group, while treble has just the 
merest suggestion of restriction: 
not enough, however, to limit the 

"This is a good one 
for vigorous and/or 
dynamic music - a 
good headbanger's 

cable. There's never 
a problem with 
coloration, and 

imaging is good." 

but concealing something. In the 
mid range, tricky sounds like 
orchestral strings or a heavily­
layered rock recording refuse to 
yield up all their secrets, which 
can make for tiring listening. And 
up in the high treble there's the 
dreaded cable dryness, shaving 
fractions of a second of decay off 
percussion instruments and 
lessening the natural resonance 
of a well-produced voice. 

it's not all doom and gloom, 
though: choral voices are better 
served and, while detail arguably 
doesn't improve at climaxes, it 
doesn't get any worse, making 

I this a good cable for vigorous 
and/or dynamic music- a good 
headbanger's cable. And there's 

sense of acoustic space on a 
good recording or to roughen 
voices. lmaging is very slightly 
compressed front to back, but 
you'd only notice in direct 
comparison with really good 
cables, and dynamics are natural. 

CONCLUSION 

No surprises in the lab - classic 
middle-of-the-road behaviour. 
A more than creditable 
performance all round, in fact, 
and a Best Buy for sure. RB 

VERDIO 

Ji•liW·· 00000) 
i:pm ... ooooo) 
lif;j !I I - 00000) 
� 
� A few minor flaws but overall 

perfonnance is very assured for the price. 

• TWO YEAR GUARANTEE 
181 QED Audio Products Ltd, Ridgeway Ho., 

Ridgeway Cl., Lightwater, Surrey, GU 18 SXU 

� (01276) 451166 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• Topology Figure-S 
• Conductor Silver-plated copper 

• Dielectric Polythene 

never a problem with coloration -
welcome with instruments like 
solo trumpet which show up that 
sort of flaw mercilessly. lmaging is 
good too, if not truly class-leading. 

CONCLUSION 

Once again, nothing remarkable 
electrically and compatibility 
certainly won't be a problem. 
Worth a try, perhaps, for lovers of 
the fast'n'loud, but a mixed 
blessing on balance. RB 

VERDIO 
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� 
� At its best with exciting music, this 

cable seems shy of subtler details. 

• FIVE YEAR GUARANTEE 

181 Soniclink, Derwent Business Centre, Clark 

St, Derby, DEl 2BU 

� (01332) 361390 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• Topology Round jacketed fig-8 

• Conductor Tin-plated copper 

• Dielectric Silicone 
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STRAIGHT WIRE Rhythm 

S traight it 
might be by 

name, but 
beneath the 
British Racing Green 
exterior is a very tightly twisted 
star-quad assembly with two 
separately insulated solid-core 
wires per conductor-a halfway 
house to Kimber or Litz wire, if 
you like. Actually, I was slightly 
concerned to note that the 
conductors are so tightly twisted 
that the insulation on the tails is 
starting to crack, which might 

eventually allow air 
to get in and corrode 

the surface of the copper 
-although whether you think 

that will make any real difference 
depends on which cable armchair 
theory you espouse. Despite the 
solid conductors and fairly chunky 
construction, this cable is quite 
flexible. The banana plugs are of 
good quality and seem well fitted. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Most of this cable's foibles are in 
the bass. Across the midrange and 

VAN DEN HUL CS 122 

O ne of 
vdH's 

hybrid-conduc-
tor models, this 
cable is, on the face 
of it, a fairly straight­
forward spaced­
figure-S type with 
stranded, silver-plated 
copper, conductors in a Hulliflex 
jacket. Also concealed beneath 
that environmentally-friendly 
jacket is a layer of what vdH calls 
Linear Structured Carbon, which 
assists the metal strands in the 
task of carrying electric current. 
According to vdH, this results in a 
reduction in crossover distortion in 
the cable, compared with metal-

only 
conduc­

tors. That is 
by no means un­

arguable, but nevertheless, the 

I 
company's cables with LSC, either 
alone or in partnership with metal 

"It's impossible to 
ascribe any 

particular effect to 
the LSC Hybrid 
conductors, but 

dynamics are good 
and the sound can 
often be exciting." 

"This cable seldom 
strayed into the 

'very good' bracket 
except, perhaps, in 

its handling of male 
choir, where it 

seemed one of the 
best of the bunch." 

treble and in areas like imaging 
and dynamics, it ranks as good, 
although seldom straying into the 
'very good' bracket except, 
perhaps, in its handling of male 
choir, where it seemed one of the 
best of the bunch. But an early 
comment on the bass, that it 
seemed a bit woolly, unfortunately 
applied almost throughout the 
listening and inevitably strongly 
coloured the overall result. 

it's not that there's any really 
obvious boosting or cutting of 
low frequencies, but there's a 
pervasive feeling of the lower 

I 
sections of any band or ensemble 
being slightly masked off from the 

I 
listener, whether it be orchestral 
double bass, electric bass guitar or 
the bottom end of a piano. 

strands, have been well received 
in many quarters. Physically it's a 
rather bulky but usefully flexible 
cable, terminated in gold-plated 
'0-Z' banana plugs. 

SOUND QUALITY 

With so many variables between 
this and other apparently-similar 
cables, it's impossible to ascribe 
any particular effect to the LSC 
Hybrid conductors, but the result 
here seems to be less than 
completely successful. Dynamics 
are good and the sound can often 
be exciting, but it seems to lack 
subtlety. There's also an anomaly 
in the bass balance, which 
accentuates the upper bass 
region but somehow seems to 
cut lower frequencies severely. 

At the top end of the spectrum, 
delicate sounds like triangle are 
muffled and decay unnaturally 
fast, while voices often acquire a 
degree of rasp or sibilance. 
lmaging is passable and, rather 
disconcertingly, the apparent 
position of an instrument can 
sometimes seem to vary with the 
note being played. Almost any 
music seems to require more 

SUPER TEST 

If one listens really hard it's all 
there, but that's the point- one 
shouldn't really have to listen 
hard. Otherwise things seem OK, 
although climaxes are perhaps a 
bit subdued. 

CONCLUSION 

Relatively high capacitance, but 
not enough to cause problems, 
and good low resistance. But that 
bass is a serious drawback to an 
otherwise promising sound. RB 

VERDICT 
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� 
� Its major flaw seems to be woolly and 

indistinct bass, which pervades most 

types of music. 

• LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

181 CSE, Unit 9, Centre Park Holdings, The 

Airfield, Tockwith, Yorks, YOS 8QF 

Ill (01423) 359054 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• Topology Star-quad 

• Conductor Oxygen-free copper 

• Dielectric Polypropylene 

effort from the listener if one is 
to hear it properly, which to me 
is all wrong. 

CONCLUSION 

The LSC has no obvious effect 
on measurements, which show 
the expected low capacitance 
and high inductance and also 
low resistance. But sound 
seems no match for the best of 
vdH's interconnects. RB 

VERDICT 
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� 
� Good dynamics can make for exciting 

sound, but fine detail suffers and the 

treble is often dry. 

• LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

181 Van den Hul UK, Unit 12, lmex House, 6 

Wadworth Road, Perivale, Middx. UB3 7JS 

Ill (0181) 997 4280 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• Topology Spaced pair 

• Conductor Silver-plated copper plus LSC 

• Dielectric 'Hulliflex' 
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R
ather a thin bunch of 
swing tags from this group, 
but that's not to say that 

the whole cable industry has just 
gone out to lunch: rather, a 
statistical foible that saw several 
cables of broadly similar 
attainments pitted against each 
other in one group. But that does 
bring up a point worth making­
just because not all cables sound 
the same, one shouldn't be 
surprised to find that some types 
do sound nearly identical. 

Sometimes, indeed, two 
apparently dissimilar cables will 
turn out to be extremely similar in 
terms of internal construction and 
basic electrical characteristics, so 

KIMBER 4PR £90.00 (Sm 
terminated pair) 
The regularity with which Kimber gets 

recommended is becoming boring -

unlike the cables themselves, which 

are communicative, open and well 

balanced. This one offers a great deal 

of the performance of its dearer kin. 

VALUE 

GUARANTEE 

TOPOLOGY 

CONDUCTOR 

DIELECTRIC 

CONDUCTOR 

DIELECTRIC 
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'3'ust because not 
all cables sound the 
same, one shouldn't 

be surprised to 
imd that some 
types do sound 

nearly identical." 

don't panic if you find you can't 
readily distinguish two cables in a 
dealer's showroom! 

In fact, I'd go so far as to divide 
speaker cables into three types: 
low capacitance (DNM being the 
best-known and most extreme 
example), high capacitance 

QED Qudos Silver £5.00/m 
lt's yer absolutely basic figure-8 cable 

(super-thick bell-wire, if you like) with 

enhanced materials in the form of 

low-loss dielectric and silver-plated 

conductors but a price that's still very 

reasonable. Sound is well judged: 

above average in all areas. 

(principally Goertz and 
Electrofluidics, with Kimber just 
about falling into this camp too) 
and the rest. There can be some 
clear differences between various 
examples of 'the rest', but I'd 
suggest that anyone seriously 
interested in tweaking a system to 
the max should at least hear 
examples of the other two types. 
Even if you don't like them, it'll 
give you guidelines about how 
different cables can be, and what 
sort of differences, qualitatively, 
you can expect at most. 

As with interconnects, speaker 
cables can be most conspicuous 
by their faults in the general area 
of fine detail, including ambience 

CHORD COMPANY Odyssey 
£17.00/m 
The most expensive cable here, it 

managed to put up a good case for its 

higher price with very assured sound 

in all areas. Particularly commendable 

is its imaging, which is often a sore 

point with cables. 

and imaging, and frequently 
affecting also the balance in the 
bass according to level - loud 
and quiet bass may not be 
treated the same. 

it is, I think, arguable that none 
of these faults is usually serious, 
but they are the sort of thing that 
can have a disproportionate 
effect on long-term listening 
pleasure, hence the importance 
of selecting good cables. 

What's very clear is that there 
is no shortage of variety out 
there (although you might have 
to visit more than one dealer to 
sample all of it) and prices have 
never been more competitive. 
Happy listening! 

£4.99/m 
Same price as the QED and perhaps 

less of an all-rounder, but bass is 

good and that alone should make this 

cable appeal to many. Treble is rather 

variable and can develop some spit, 

so do try it with your own speakers 

if possible. 

M P A R I S O N  T A B L E 

llelime 

Flat4-pair 

Solid FPC 

PVC 

lifetime 

Flat 4-pair 

Solid copper 

Teflon' 

CABLE TALK 

CONCERT2.1 

£8.00 

00000 
00000 
00000 

lifetime 

Roundfig-8 

Stranded copper 

'Gmflex' 

2 years 

Figure-S 

Silver-plated copper 

Polythene 

lifetime lifetime 

Twisted pair 'Gamma geo.' 

Silver-plated copper Stranded copper 

PTFE PVC 

5 years lifetime 

Roundfig-8 Round star-quad 

Tin-plated copper Oxygen-free copper 

Silicone Polypropylene 

lifetime 

Braided 

Stranded copper 

Polythene 

VAN DENHUL 

CS122 

£1lA9 

lifetime 

Spaced pair 

Silver-plated copper+ LSC 

Hulliflex 



SCMl Os (in a choice of rosewood. yew or walnut). 

powered by the SIA2-150 Stereo Integrated 

Amplifier for ONLY £2.550.00 including VAT 

(current recommended selling price £3.223.95). 

This special offer applies while stocks last and is 

strictly first come. first served. Sounds tempting? 

'lhe SCMl 0 deserves to be regarded both as a compact professional 

monitor and a music-lover's home speaker. lt avoids distortion at all 

levels. maintains its smooth unpeaky response over the whole working 

spectrum and has an unusually wide polar pattern. In short. it really 

comes close to that ideal of neutral transparency which is high 
fidelity's reason for existence." -John Borwick of Gramophone 

Lakeland Home Music. Penrith. 
Radlet Audio. Hertfordshire. 
Signals. Ipswich. 
Robert Taussig. London. 
Grandix. New Maiden. 
Manders Hi Fi. Grimsby. 
English Audio. Hereford. 
Studio 99. London. 
The Cornflake Shop. London. 
Nicholas Hi Fi. London. 
Audio Reflections. Wakefield. 
Walrus Systems. London. 
Decibel Distribution. Glasgo . 
Audio Images. Sheffield. 



10-12 Chapel Place, Tun bridge Wells, Kent TN 1 1 YQ 

Tel: 01892 547003 I 616383 Fax: 01892 616517 

Web site: http://www.sounds-of-music.co.uk 



E
ver since the digital dawn, 
the imminent demise of 
vinyl has been predicted. 

Early adapters and convenience­
seekers leaped on the CD band­
wagon, eager to scrawl a suitable 
epitaph for the analogue turntable. 
'Nice artwork, shame about the 
inconvenience,' they cried, 
determined to consign vinyl to the 

history books and hail the 
new digital world order. 

But the black stuff is 
proving stubborn. CD 

has long been the dom­
inant music carrier, and the 
onslaught of DVD heralds the 
digital disc's next evolutionary 
phase. Yet turntables are still being 
made and they're better than ever 
-those manufacturers who have 
remained in the business are 
engaged in an unshakable love 
affair that will never fade. The fruit 
of their dedication is a collection 
of decks delivering the best levels 
of performance ever available. 

This is vinyl's 
golden age. 

The ongo­
ing fascination 
that many 
find with vinyl 
can be put 
down to a 

ni.Jmber of factors. There's that 
tactile, hands-on quality that both 
records and turntables have, a 
feeling that the format almost lives 
and breathes. There's the satisfy­
ing mechanics of the playback 
machinery, the sense of experi­
encing the moment of musical 
reproduction. And despite limited 
new vinyl releases, many music 
fans have already acquired large 
and treasured record collections, a 
significant portion of which may 

HOW THE TESTS WERE DONE 

A 
11 four turntables were tested 

through a system comprising 

Densen B-200/B-300 prejpower amp, 

B&W Nautilus 805 speakers and HNE 

805 speaker stands. The preamp has no 

on-board ph ono stage- and even if it 

had it would probably not do justice to 

this level of turntable- so Roksan's 

Artaxerxes X with DS 1.5 power supply 

was used. Each manufacturer furnished 

its own choice of tonearm to create a 

competitive package, and Ortofon's 

superb Rohmann moving coil cartridge 

was used throughout for consistency. 

Each turntable was carefully 

assembled and sited on a Mana 

support. The Mana is freestanding, but 

if your floor is particularly prone to 

vibration you may find wall-mounting a 

better option. Each deck was precisely 

levelled, and all necessary adjustments 

were made. 

lt was then simply a question of 

sitting back and listening to the results. 

Records used are too numerous to list 

here, but some examples are included 

in the review text. 

Having gauged the performance of 

each turntable, the cartridge reviews 

came next. Two turntables were used 

for the test: Pink Triangle's Tarentella 11 

with a Rega RB300 arm, and Wilson 

benesche's The Circle with the 

company's own ACT 0.5 arm. Each 

cartridge was precisely set up accord­

ing to its needs, with a combination of 

A-B comparisons and longer listens 

making up the test procedure. 

be irreplaceable. For 
them, vinyl playback 
remains a necessity. 

But perhaps the 
best justification for 
vinyl's continued 
existence is its 

enduring quality of 
sound. CD has improved 

markedly since its introduction; 
the best players can now rival the 
best turntables in many respects, 
and budget buyers can obtain a 
more consistent performance 
than was easily found with low­
cost vinyl playback. But even now, 
a high quality turntable, properly 
set up and supported, will involve 
the listener far more than the 
majority of CD players. it's a 
simple fact, and these prime 
turntables from four of the 
format's most fervent supporters 
simply serve to underline it. Each 
follows the fashion for stripped­
down style, exploiting the visual 
potential of turntable mechanics 
to create kinetic sculptures­
beautiful in form and function. 

There's also sound sonic theory 
behind their skeletal construction 
-it's an attempt to get closer to 
the performance ideal of an 
entirely detached motor, arm 
and platter, perfectly stable and 
floating in free space. 
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MICHELL Orbe 'SE' 

I 
f you go for the exotic styling 
now commonplace in the 
ranks of hi-fi turntables, you 

should thank John Michell. The 
man behind Michell Engineering 
has always believed the turntable 
should be an object of beauty, 
and his most famous creation 

-the GyroDec-is arguably 
still the best looking turntable 
costing less than f 1 ,OOQ. 
Each of the decks in this 
group take some kind of cue 
from that design, either in the 
use of clear acrylic, the impact 
of circles and cylinders, or simply 
by offering stripped-down esoteric 
beauty at an affordable price. 

A few years back, Michell added 
a new flagship to its range. The 
Orbe was an extension to the 
GyroDec theme, mirroring its style 
but upgrading key components to 
reach a new level of performance. 
That was the last new model to 
emerge . .. until now. 

Both GyroDec and Orbe have 
been joined by more affordable 
'Spider Editions'. The main 
difference from the originals is the 
removal of acrylic plinth and dust 
cover, giving a reduction in costs 
which is passed to the consumer. 

The Orbe 'SE' replaces the 
original's dual plinth arrangement 
with two smaller, three-pronged 
pieces of acrylic called spiders -
one stacked on top of the other, 
and decoupled by three small 
metal spikes. A trio of spring 
assemblies attach to the top 
spider, forming a compliant 
suspension system identical to 
that used in both Gyro designs, 
and a weighted sub-chassis slots 
neatly over the top. 

A warning-the Orbe 'SE' is 
supplied in almost kit form, and 
while the instructions are pretty 
comprehensive, they're also rather 
dense. But once you've got to 
grips with the various parts, 
assembly won't take long. 

The motor is the same unit 
employed by the GyroDec/Gyro 
'SE', but the Orbe 'SE' has it 
housed in a superbly finished 
brass case weighing in at more 
than 2.5kg. The housing simply 
drops through a hole in the sub­
chassis and 
rests on your 
turntable sup­
port, entirely 
detached 
from the 
deck in order 

0 The Orbe 'SE"s PSU: 

"Whatever I played, 
this turntable 

brought it to life. If 
it's there, the Orbe 

'SE"s resolving 
power will let you 

hear it in perfectly 
understated style." 

to minimise the effect of 
resonance. The platter is much 
more substantial than that of the 
two Gyro designs, being made 
from a mix of carbon-damped 
acrylic and vinyl, while a material 
called Densoseal is a added to the 
sub-chassis' underside to further 
improve damping. 

But perhaps the most important 
difference is the inclusion of 
Michell's QC power supply as 
standard. This £399 unit is an 
option for GyroDec or Gyro 'SE' 
that works sonic wonders and 
gives push-button speed change. 

The result of shedding dual 
plinths and dust cover is a price 
'cut from f 1, 99 5 for the standard 
Orbe to f 1 ,725 for the Orbe 'SE'. 
A variety of tonearms can be fitted, 
with six different adaptor plates as 
standard and others available to 
order. There's a choice of colour: if 
the black finish is too brooding, 
there's a clear option -or plump 
for a bronze tint. And if you decide 
later to add the plinth/dust cover 

arrangement, 
that's fine too. 

SOUND 
QUALITY 
John Michell 
recommends 

the use of SME 
arms to optimise the 

because he feels 'they're the best 
arms in the world'. But we wanted 
to hear it perform with Rega's 
excellent value RB300 arm, a 
fraction of the price at £174. That 
brings the cost of turntable and 
arm to f 1 ,899, and is a combo 
John happily recommends. As 
with the other decks across the 
next few pages, I used Ortofon's 
f 1 ,000 Rohmann cartridge to 
really put it through its paces. 

After a week's listening I can 
safely conclude that this turntable 
is one of the best money can buy. 
Timing, soundstage depth and 
sheer realism; a deck like this 
reminds one just how good vinyl 
is as a medium. No CD player 
costing less than a king's ransom 
comes close to its stunning 
realism and lucid coherence, and 
few turntables can match its 
supreme balance of tone and 
texture. it's a musical marvel. 

An ex-colleague of mine once 
waxed lyrical about the original 
Orbe, telling of how utterly it 
seduced him -with the help of a 
boy soprano- while soaking in a 
candlelit bath. it sounded a little 
deviant at the time, but I now 
understand just what he meant. 
The way the Orbe 'SE' gracefully 
unravelled and effortlessly scaled 
orchestra and choir in Beethoven's 
Ninth Symphony brought tingles 
to all the best places. 

Even with the 'lowly' Rega 
attached, the Michell's class shone 
through. it captured the dry energy 
of The Replacements' All Shook 
Down to a tee, clearly separating 
the band's meandering rhythm 

0 The Michell Orbe 'SE': a 

keeping their relation­
ship in perfect balance. 

Equally, the simple chiming 
guitar/semi-spoken word formula 
on Arab Strap's Philophobio had 
never sounded so real and vivid . . .  
in fact, whatever I played, this 
turntable brought it to life, often 
revealing subtleties I'd scarcely 
heard before. The texture of 
fingers on strings, the attack and 
decay of a distant sound-if it's 
there, the Orbe 'SE"s resolving 
power will let you hear it in 
perfectly understated style. 

CONCLUSION 
With an SME arm on board, no 
doubt the results would have 
been even more distinguished. 
This turntable is good enough to 
revel in the quality of the best 
ancillaries, and any self-respecting 
owner should aim high. But the 
Orbe 'SE' isn't cheap, and the use 
of the Rega arm opens up its 
delights to a wider audience. 
What's more, it's a combination 
that really works, which just goes 
to show how good the Rega can 
be -and how special this 
turntable irrefutably is. TB 

VERDICT 
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� 
� One to renew your faith in vinyl -
stunning realism with lucid coherence. 
• FIVE YEAR GUARANTEE 

181 Michell Engineering Ltd, 2 Theobald 
Street, Borehamwood, Hertfordshire WD6 4SE 
lit (0181) 953 0771 

SPECIFICATIONS 
• Platter: carbon-damped acrylicj 

vinyl composite 
• Suspension: compliant, sprung 
• External PSU supplied: yes 
• Speed change: electronic 
• Dust cover: no 



SUPER TEST 

PINK TRIANGLE Tarantella 11 

T 
he people at Pink Triangle 
have a healthy sense of 
humour. They give their 

products names like Little Pink 
Thing and exude a relaxed kind of 
individualism -a desire to deviate 
from the audio establishment. No 
surprise, then, that the Tarantella 11 

-named after a manic style of 
dance originating in Italy-is a 
very different kind of turntable. 

it's pretty wild to look at, too. 
The plinth is aptly cut in triangular 
shape, and although it's not pink­
it's clear acrylic-there's a pair of 
red LEDs attached to the under­
side that illuminate and refract 
through its 12mm thick 
profile. Don't worry, 
when you're 
listening to your 
records in the 
wee hours it all 
makes sense. 

The design­
er's aim was to 
make a simple, 
low-mass 
structure to store 
minimum energy 
and cut colouration, 
with each of its vital com­
ponents isolated. A small 
acrylic arm board is attached 
by a solid aluminium arm 
to the shrunken MDF 
sub-chassis. Compliant 
suspension is supplied 
by four sorbothane 
tubes sandwiched between sub­
chassis and plinth ( 15mm thick 
acrylic). The whole structure sits 
on three inverted cones. 

The plinth's triangular shape­
and the irregular shape of the sub­
chassis- comes down to function 
as well as form; each side is a 
slightly different length to prevent 
the build-up of sonically damaging 
standing waves. The deck's motor 
is bolted to the rear left corner, 
over one of those inverted cones 
to ground emitted vibrations. The 
separate, spiked 'Hornet' PSU 
isolates power circuitry and gives 
push-button speed selection. 
There's no provision for levelling, 
so you'll have to rely on your 
support to make fine adjustments. 

Tarantella's journey to Mkll 
has been made in two steps: 
the first, some time ago, 

involved an upgrade to the motor, 
the inclusion of a new sapphire­
tipped bearing and a switch from a 
round-section belt to a flat one. 
The deck now features a dished 
platter and record clamp. But 
these changes prompted a price 

"The highs are high, the lows are low and 
the midband imparts the kind of open, 

free-breathing expression that 
consistently involves the listener." 

hike from £680 to £850-hefty. SOUND QUALITY 
it's also worth noting that, by Despite keeping a watchful 

repute, the Tarantella's reliability eye/ear for any potential reliability 
record isn't too hot. I experienced problems, it should be stressed 
this while working on another that I encountered nothing unto-
magazine, when there � ward during the week I spent with 
were severe pitch ....... -.�E ... �......... the Tarantella 11. Indeed, 

�- .__ 
listening to 

problems with our first 
review sample. I've encountered 
the deck since without incident, 
but still have reservations and 
have taken them into account in 
the score for build. 

Buyers may have other practical 
reservations. Although stable, its 
design is inherently vulnerable to 
curious kids and other household 
hazards. it's not as fragile as it 
might look, but there's little 
protection and the suspension 
system makes the arm awkwardly 
compliant if you're cueing tracks 
individually. Other dust cover-less 
designs such as the Gyro 'SE' are 
cut from more sturdy cloth. it's the 
sort of deck on which one feels 
inclined to fully 'clip' the arm 
down when it's not in use. 

gives push-button speed 
selection. 

its 

performance in 
harness with a 

Rega RB300 tone­
arm (£174- any 
Rega arm will fit) 

and Ortofon Rohmann cartridge 
(f 1 ,000), a package with a total 
cost of £2,024, it left me with 
nothing but the broadest of grins. 

I've grown mightily fond of the 
Tarantella's crisp, unfussy style of 
music making- it presents a 
performance of transparency and 
depth and the Mkll is still 
impressive value for money 
despite the recent price hike. The 
highs are high, the lows are low 
and the midband imparts the kind 
of open, free-breathing expression 
that consistently involves- and it 
does so without a hint of artifice. 

Instrumental images and tonal 
contrasts were sharp and clear: it 
brought brass and strings to life in 
Mahler's Fifth and strong focus to 

the piano/violin interplay in The 
Waterboys' The Pan Within, 
swinging superbly along with 
the track's percussive drive. 

it made perfect sense of 
Mercury Rev's angular rock on 

Yerself is Steam, delivering 
sharply splintered guitar and 
superb authority in the bass. And 
The Sugarcubes' Birthday was at 
its most beguiling-scattered 

rhythms clearly conveyed, and 
Bjork's vocal given its full, 
yearning range. 

Sure, alongside the more costly 
combos featured in this group, 
the Tarantella I I lacks a certain 
subtlety of touch. But, as a 
turntable and arm partnership at 
a little over f 1 ,000, few hold a 
sonic candle to the Pink 
Triangle/Rega combo. 

Minor concerns about 
practicality and reliability 
aside, the Tarantella 11 is a superb 
sounding turntable. it's as smooth 
and fluid as it is dynamic and 
hard-hitting, and the better the 
cartridge, the better it performs. it 
does have competition, notably 
from the gorgeous Michell Gyro 
'SE' and Wilson Benesch Circle -
some may find the Pink Triangle 
a more exhilarating experience, 
others ... well. Turn to our Circle 
review and you'll see. TB 

VERDICT 

Jj.JIW .• ooooo) 
I:JIII!• .. 00000) 
1'1;1!11 .. 00000) 
� 
� A turntable that looks unlike any 

other, and offers rare ability to boot 

Too quirky for some, but ignore its 
sound at your peril. 

• ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 

181 Pink Triangle Projects, The Basement, 
Camberwell Business Centre, Camberwell, 
London SES SHN 
a (0171) 703 5498 

SPECIFICATIONS 
• Platter: acrylic 
• Suspension: compliant, sorbothane 
• External PSU supplied: yes 
• Speed change: electronic 
• Dust cover: no 



THE RADIUS PORTFOLIO OF HI-FI FURNITURE FROM SOUNDSTYLE 

brings an exciting combination of STYLE and true audiophile PERFORMANCE. 

Study the SOPHISTICATION and understated ELEGANCE. 

- A perfect combination 

I Ill 11 



PRO-JECT Perspective 

A 
bout seven years back, just 
as the digital acolytes were 
hastily preparing 

vinyl's last rites, a new 
name in turntable design 
materialised out of 
the blue. Ortofon UK 
had begun distributing 
a promising collection of 
turntables at very agreeable 
prices, built by a curiously­
hyphenated, Czech-based 
concern called Pro-ject. 

Chief among these was the 
Austrian-designed Pro-ject 6 

(review: HFC 138), a handsome 
and flexible turntable whose 
sound quality brought immediate 
critical acclaim. That deck remains 
the cornerstone of Pro-ject's 
range, but the company and its 
importer have decided the time is 
right to fuel the vinyl-lover's fetish 
with two new models -the low­
cost Classic and the top-of-the­
range Perspective, with which 
we're dealing here. 

Much of the Perspective's 
design will be familiar to those 
acquainted with the Pro-ject 6. 

it's built around the same sub­
chassis with three-point sprung 
suspension, a built-in spirit level 
and a silicon bath to aid damping. 
But here the plinth is a 20mm 
thick slab of clear acrylic, selected 
for reasons both aesthetic and 
sonic. The platter is made from a 
sandwich of cast alloy and vinyl, 
the latter obtained from recycled 
records -according to Pro-ject, 
this creates 'probably the best 
record interface possible'. 

But perhaps the Perspective's 
most individual aspect of design 
are its two interchangeable 
motors, one equipped to play at 
33.3rpm, the other at 45rpm. In 
order to change playing speed, 
most turntables require one to 
either shift the belt on the motor 
spindle, or in the most convenient 
cases to simply tap a button. 

Here, the user has to physically 
remove the entire motor block by 
loosening a bolt beneath the 
plinth, then replace it with the 
second block. Increased accuracy 
and reduced resonance are the 
claimed results, but it's a fiddly 
way of going about things. 

Flexible setting-up facilities are a 
Pro-ject tradition, and here the 
Perspective is identical to the 
Pro-ject 6. Accurate levelling can 
be achieved by adjusting both the 
plinth's coned feet and the sub­
chassis' three suspension points, 
although complete reliance on the 
integral spirit level is unwise-it's 

fine for 
rough set-up, 
but not for exact 
levelling. That silicon 
bath is useful, too-a rod 
attached to the sub-chassis can 
be dipped into its gooey contents, 
allowing you to adjust damping 
according to the stability of the 
turntable's environment. 

Another plus-point for the UK­
based Pro-ject buyer is the strong 
value of its importer's package 
deals. First, Pro-ject makes its own 
tonearms and they tend to be 
more than reasonable. The 
Perspective comes with its latest 
tubular arm, the '9', included in its 
£750 price tag. Bought separately 
it would set you back £350. 

"Perhaps the 
Perspective's most 

individual aspect of 
design is its two 
interchangeable 

motors, one to play 
at 33.3rpm, the 

other at 45rpm." 

Second, although Ortofon UK 
has broadened its scope and 
metamorphosed into Henley 
Designs, its connection with 
Danish-based Ortofon remains 
equally strong. That means you 
can buy Pro-ject turntable/Ortofon 
cartridge combos at quite heavily 
discounted prices: the Perspective 
is available with the £550 MC 30 
Supreme cartridge for f l ,000 (a 
£300 saving), or with the f l ,000 
Rohmann (used on all the decks 
in this test) for just f l ,250 -a 
saving of £500. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Tested in its Rohmann-equipped 
incarnation, the Perspective 
immediately impressed with its 
eager rhythm and timing-a 
typical Pro-ject trait. it cuts a linear 
dash through music like a hot 
knife through butter, slicing music 
from the grooves with delicious 

pace and 
snap. All music 
types benefit to 
some degree, the 
deck's gusto helping to 
involve the listener and create an 
enjoyable musical experience­
it's no surprise to find rock and 
dance discs benefitting most. 

Throughout the audition, the 
Perspective seemed to devour the 
beats as rapidly as I could pull 
records from the shelves. The 
Psychedelic Furs' Pretty in Pink 
surged from the speakers, Gigolo 
Aunts' Where I Find My Heaven 
sounded even more toe-tappingly 
jaunty than usual and a motor­
switch to 45rpm found Suede's 
The Drowners 12-inch full of gritty, 
rhythmic grind. 

But the longer I listened the 
more evident it became that 
something was missing­
something subtle, but ultimately 
of importance. it's a matter of 
transparency and fine nuance, of 
extended treble ambience and 
solid, convincing bass-it just 
doesn't give the insight of 
turntables like the Tarantella and 
Circle. Slipping on Mahler's Fifth 
revealed fine dynamics but a lack 
of air and bass authority; playing 
the Waterboy's track This is the 
Sea, the title track from a 180g 
pressing of the album, found 
guitar pleasingly rhythmic but 
acoustic atmosphere missing. 

These aren't major flaws in the 
greater scheme of things, and in 
terms of musicality the pros easily 
outweigh the cons. But when 
considering current turntables at 
this level and beyond, it's apparent 
the best have a more insightful 
mix of strengths; with the 
Rohmann cartridge attached, that 

SUPER TEST 

CONCLUSION 

Viewed solely as a £750 
turntable, the Perspective falls 
short of the performance 
obtained by the Tarantellas and 
Circles of this world, and fails to 
make the impact of Pro-ject's 
lower cost decks. However, the 
inclusion of a decent tonearm 
ups its value for money, and 
those Ortofon cartridge deals 
sweeten the pot considerably -
for instance, a Tarantella/Rega 
RB300 combo with the same 
Rohmann cartridge would cost an 
extra £774. 

If f 1 ,250 were your limit, and it 
came down to a choice between 
the Perspective plus a Rohmann, 
or perhaps the Tarantella plus a 
much cheaper cartridge, the 
Perspective might just prove the 
more tempting option. TB 

VERDICT 

IN'W · · ooooo) 
M:pm ... ooooo) 
''M!''• 00000) 

I U il [3- £7so.oo ) 
.: Aexible fadlities and highly 

competitive package deals heighten the 

Perspective's appeal, but the perfonnance 

of turntable alone is behind the best at 

the price. 

• TWO YEAR GUARANTEE 
181 Henley Designs Ltd, The Old Coach 

House, The Street, Crowmarsh Gifford, 

Wallingford, Oxfordshire OX10 8EH 

lil (01491) 834700 

SPECIFICATIONS 
• Platter: alloyjvinyl composite 

• Suspension : complian� sprung 

• External PSU supplied: no 

• Speed change: motor interchange 

• Dust cover: yes 
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SUPER TEST 

WILSON BENESCH Circle 
---� 

F 
or a firm with such an old­
fashioned visage, Wilson 
benesch has some pretty 

high-tech ideas. Its Sheffield 
base is housed in a dra­
matic 1930s building that 
used to be the HQ for 
Campbell's Foods. Inside, 
the firm's small group of 
staff beaver away, the place 
abuzz with industry and a 
refreshing lack of pretension. 
There's no sign of CD or DVD, 
it's all good ol' fashioned ana­
logue; but in the field of material 
research, Wb is a true pioneer. 

it's this eagerness to combine 
experimental thought with more 
traditional engineering standards 
that makes products like the Circle 
stand out. it's the company's most 
recent and most affordable 
turntable, a superbly satisfying 
creation from both visual and 
sonic standpoints. it's so perfectly 
round, so utterly Feng Shui, so in 
tune with its purpose. Drop a 
record on its platter and it belongs. 

it's built to high standards, but 
the deck's construction is as 
simple as its form. Its plinth 
consists of two black MDF discs, 

section belt is 
employed but doesn't drive the 
main platter directly, hooking 
instead around a smaller 
aluminium sub-platter which sits 
neatly underneath. 

Putting the deck together from 
the box is a simple Job; setting it 
up for optimum performance 
takes considerably more time, 

"The Circle's sound has a subtlety of touch 
that's rare at any price, and to find it in a 
turntable with a base cost of just £795 is 

really quite exceptional." 

each one 30mm thick with a 
diameter just larger than an LP. On 
the lower disc is sited a cylindrical 
motor block and power switch 
over which the upper disc slots, 
decoupled by three urethane 
studs. The upper plinth carries the 
Circle's suspension, and it's here 
one of Wb's favourite materials 
comes into play- carbon fibre. 

it's a light yet exceptionally 
strong substance with excellent 
self-damping characteristics, and 
so lends itself well to the purpose 
of decoupling in a non-compliant 
suspension system such as this. 
To that end, two thin carbon fibre 
rods support the central 
aluminium sub-chassis from a pair 
of small aluminium cylinders 
towards the outer edge, with two 
thicker rods attached between 
sub-chassis and armboard. 

Wb has also chosen acrylic for 
the Circle's platter, in this case with 
a thickness of 17mm. Here a felt 
mat is supplied to top it off, and its 
use is recommended- it seems 
to make the sound a touch 
smoother and more welcoming. 
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despite the lack of complex 
suspension to set and maintain. it 
needs a dedicated, well isolated 
support, particularly if its 
environment lacks stability, and 
care must be taken to ensure its 
resting platform is exactly level. 

Anyone partnering the Circle 
with an arm and cartridge is sure 
to be tempted by Wb's own 
excellent units. The 'Full Circle' 
package deal includes the 
unipivot, carbon fibre ACT 0.5 
tonearm (£795) and open-body 
Ply moving coil cartridge ( a  Matrix 
without the trimmings) for a 
combined price of£ 1 ,995. 

However, a number of different 
arm boards are available if you 
wish to fit an outsourced arm- for 
instance, teaming the £795 Circle 
with the£ 174 Rega RB300 would 
make the purchase significantly 
more affordable. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Wilson benesch supplied the Full 
Circle package for this review, a 
combination we've heard before 
(HFC 174). In this instance, I kept 

the ACT 0.5 
arm but replaced the Ply cartridge 
with the Ortofon Rohmann in 
order to remain consistent with 
the other turntables. The resultant 
threesome comes to a grand total 
of £2,590. I also gave another 
brief listen to the Full Circle to 
re-assess its value. 

The conclusion I'm left with is 
entirely positive - the Circle is 
every bit as pleasing to the ear as 
it is to the eye. Its sound has a 
subtlety of touch that's rare at any 
price, and to find it in a turntable 
with a base cost of just £795 is 
really quite exceptional. it conveys 
the kind of even, stable balance 
that separates the best from the 
rest, digging out the detail to a fine 
degree without putting analysis 
ahead of the musical whole. 

With the ACT 0.5 arm installed, 
this deck slots into a price band 
beyond the Pro-ject and Pink 
Triangle/Rega combos, and one 
naturally expects a consequential 
step forward in performance. it 
duly obliged throughout this test, 
demonstrating a level of resolution 
that left even the Tarantella in its 
slipstream. Soundstaging was 
superbly realistic, with terrific 
depth given a suitable recording, 
and both instrumental and vocal 
images were pin-sharp without 
being the least bit edgy. 

it coped well with every record I 
threw at it, but seemed at its most 
impressive with acoustic guitars, 
orchestral strings and the like. The 
Mahler sounded bold and vivid, 
with excellent dynamic contrast. 

Switching from the Rohmann 
cartridge to the Ply, so completing 
the Full Circle, seemed to take 
away a little of that natural air, 
adding a touch of artifice in its 

0 The Circle: good Feng Shui. 

place. was only 
occasionally noticeable, and 

the value-for-money offered 
by the complete Wb package is 
considerable. 

CONCLUSION 
Wilson benesch products are 
known more for outright perfor­
mance than for aggressive pricing, 
but the Circle is a bit of a bargain, 
and the£ 1 ,995 Full Circle is a 
great value package. If that's too 
steep, swapping the ACT 0.5 arm 
for a Rega RB300 makes a £969 
partnership to which you can add 
your choice of cartridge. You'd 
lose some resolution and sound 
would soften, but performance 
would remain excellent for the 
money you'd be paying. 

Would a Circle/Rega combo 
beat the Tarantella/Rega? Without 
having heard the former, I suspect 
the Circle's deft touch might win 
through, although the Tarantella 
may convey more energy and 
drive. Whatever, both are superb 
turntables. And overall, the 
Circle's combination of sound, 
style and build quality make it the 
most desirable of propositions. TB 

VERDICT 

Ji·11W·· 00000) 
l :tiJI!·� 00000) 
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� 
� A beautiful turntable with a 
sumptuous sound, all at a very 
reasonable pri<e - dear Best Buy 
material. 
• ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 
CBI Wilson benesch, Falcon House, Limestone 
Cottage Lane, Sheffield 56 1 NJ 
2 (0114) 285 2656 

SPECIFICATIONS 
• Platter: acrylic 

• Suspension: non-compliant, carbon fibre 

• External PSU supplied: no 

• Speed change: manual belt lift 

• Dustcover: no 



AUDIO T & AUDIO EXCELLENCE -
probably the two best specialist retailers of hi-fi and home 
cinema equipment - give independent advice, excellent 
deals and a level of after sales service that keeps 
customers 
returning year 
after year. 
We select products 
which offer high 
quality performance 
and value for 
money whatever 
your budget. We 
back this up with 
staff who have the 
knowledge that only 
comes from being 
genuine enthusiasts. 
We are not just the 
same as other 
dealers, so why not 
test our claims for 
yourselves soon at 
a town near you. 

Ask for your free copy of MUSIC AT 
HOME The Ultimate Guide 1999 

�FREEPHONE 0500 101501 
Barn - 10pm 7 days a week (UK only. Please quote HFC1) 

Or return the FREEPOST coupon below 

• 49 years of experience • fully authorised dealers 
• full demonstration facilities • 10 day exchanges 
• 30 day no cost penalty upgrades • interest free option 
on all sales over £250 (Subject to status. Written details on 

request) • 3 year guarantee on hi-fi 
separates and systems • home loans 
and home dems • custom installation 
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•• •••••••••••• • ••• • •••••••• ••• •• • 
• 
• Please send me my FREE copy of 

• 
• 
• • MUSIC AT HOME- The Ultimate Guide 1999 (UK only) 

• • 
• • 
• NAME ................................................................................................. • 
• • 

ADDRESS ............................................................................................ • 
• 

• 
...................... ..................................................................................... . 

• 

...................... ............................................. ........................................ . 
• 

• 
POST CODE .................... ..................................................................... • 

Music at Home HFC1, Freepost LV1747, Abingdon. OX14 4YQ 
• 

• 
•••••• •• • • ••••••••• ••••••• •••••• 

AT BASINGSTOKE 
4 Feathers Lane 
Tei:01256 324311 
Tues- Sat 9am- S.30pm 
Eve dems by appointment 

AT BR ENTWO O D  
30 Crown Street 
Tel: 01277 264730 
Tues- Sat 9.30am- S.30pm 
Thurs eve open late until 8 

AX BR ISTOL 
65 Park Street 
Tel: 0117 926 4975 
Tues- Sat 1 Oam- 6pm 
Thurs eve open late until 8 

AT CAMBERLEY 
173-175 London Road 
Tel: 01276 685597 
Tues- Satur 1 Oam- 6pm 
Thurs eve open late until 8 

AX CAR DIFF 
134/136 Crwys Road 
Tel: 029 2022 8565 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Eve dems by appointment 

AT CHELTENHAM 
40/42 Albion Street 
Tel: 01242 583960 
Tues- Fri 9.30am- 6pm 
Sat 9.30am- S.30pm 
Eve dems by appointment 

AX CH ESTER 
88/90 Boughton 
Tel: 01244 345576 
Tuesday- Friday lOam- 6pm 
Saturday 9am- Spm 
Thurs eve open late until 8 

AT ENFIELD 
159a Chase Side 
Tel: 020 8367 3132 
Tues- Fri 9.30am- 6pm 
Sat 9.30am- S.30pm 
Eve dems by appointment 

AT EPSOM 
15 Upper High Street 
Tel: 01372 748888 
Tues - Sat 1 Oam - 6pm 
Thurs eve open late until 8 

AX EXETER 
156 Sidwell Street 
Tel: 01392 491194 
Tues- Sat 9am- S.30pm 
Eve dems by appointment 

All shops are closed on 
Mondays. 

AX GLOU CESTER 
58 Bristol Road 
Tel: 01452 300046 
Tues- Sat 9am- S.30pm 
Eve dems by appointment 

AT HIGH 
WVCOMBE 
30-32 Castle Street 
Tel: 01494 558585 
Tues- Sat 1 Oam- 6pm 
Thurs eve open late until 8 

AT LONDON 
WEST 
HAMPSTEAD 
190 West End Lane 
Tel: 020 7794 7848 
Tues- Sat 1 Oam- 6pm 
Thurs eve open late until 8 

AT OXFOR D 
19 Old High Street, 
Headington 
Tel: 01865 765961 
Tues- Sat lOam- 6pm 
Thurs eve open late until 8 

AX PR ESTON 
131 Friargate 
Tel: 01772 253057 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Eve dems by appointment 

AT REA DING 
4 Queens Walk, 
Broad Street Mall 
Tel: 0118 958 5463 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Eve dems by appointment 

AT SOUTHAMPTON 
2-12 Hursley Road 
Chandlers Ford 
Tel: 023 8025 2827 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Thurs eve open late until 8 

AX SWANSEA 
9 High Street 
Tel: 01792 474608 
Tues- Sat 9.30am- 5.30pm 
Wed eve open late until 8 

AT SWINDON 
60 Fleet Street 
Tel: 01793 538222 
Tues- Sat 9.30am- 6pm 
Thurs eve open late until 8 

AX WOR CESTER 
Independence House 
The Trinity 
Tel: 01905 619059 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Eve dems by appointment 

For the very latest information 
please check our web sites: 
www.audio-t.co.uk 
www.audio-excellence.co.uk 
www. music-at-home.co.uk 

PRICE PROMISE 
* You won't find better service. 
* You won't find better sound. 
* But if you find a better deal. 

let us know and as long as we 
can verify it we'll be happy 
to match it. 

MAIN BRANDS 
STOCKED: 

ACOUSTIC 
ENERGY 

ALCHEMIST 

ALPHASON 

APOLLO 

ARCAM 

ATACAMA 

AUDIO 
TECHNICA 

AUDIOPHILE 
FURNITURE 

AUDIOQUEST 

AVI 

B&W 

CABLE TALK 

CASTLE 

CELESTION 

CHORD 

CHORD 
ELECTRONICS 

CREEK 

CURA 

CYRUS 

DE NON 

DENSEN 

DYNAUDIO 

DYNAVECTOR 

EPOS 

GOLDRING 

GRADO 

HEY BROOK 

KEF 

LINN 

LOEWE 

MARANTZ 

MAXELL 

MERIDIAN 

MICHELL 

MILLER 
& KREISELL 

MISSION 

MIT 

NAD 

NAIM 

NAKAMICHI 

NORDOST 

ONKYO 

ORTOFON 

PANASONIC 

PARTINGTON 

PIONEER 

PRIMARE 

PROAC 

PRO-JECT 

QED 

QUAD 

QUADRASPIRE 

REGA 

REL 

ROT EL 

RUARK 

SENNHEISER 

SHAHINIAN 

SONANCE 

SONIC LINK 

SOUND STYLE 

STANDS UNIQUE 

SYSTEM LINE 

TAG MCLAREN 

TALK 
ELECTRONICS 

TANNOY 

TARGET 

TDK 

TEAC 

TECHNICS 

THORENS 

VAN DEN HUL 

YAMAHA 

Not all products 
are stocked by 
every shop so 
please check 
with your local 
branch befort' 
travelling 
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SUPER TEST 

AUDIO TECHNICA AT-OC9ML 

T
his beautifully turned-out 

I design frorn AT exemplifies the 
aesthetic appeal of a well rnade 
cartridge. it's small but, like a 
perfedly cut jewel or an 
intricate watch mechanism, 
the precision craftsmanship is 
immensely satisfying. This 
low(ish)-output moving coil 
design sports excellent fit and 
finish, and incorporates a gold­
plated beryllium cantilever 
supporting a nude square shank 
stylus. A cleaning brush is supplied 

I and, if you have an old cartridge to 
trade in as part exchange, its price 
is cut to £249.95. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Performance is even-handed and 
well controlled, with a smooth 
delivery that's easy on the ear. 

Resolution is 
pretty good at the price 
- it dug out the full sonic 
measure of pledrum on guitar 
strings during The Bible's Crystal 
Palace- but the cartridge's 
macro-dynamic and rhythmic 
qualities are left a little wanting. 

Compared with the more 
invigorating MCs at the price, 
voices sound a little recessed and 
percussion subdued. Its tone is 
pleasant, but the instrumental 
images it produces are a touch 
soft and smeary. Soundstaging has 

DYNAVECTOR DV-20XL 

J
apanese company Dynavedor 
has long been among the most 

admired of cartridge makers, 
renowned for a consistently high 
level of performance. Here we 
have a neatly construded moving 
coil cartridge with a traditionally 
low output, put together to the 
maker's usual high standard and 
featuring an aluminium body and 
cantilever. 

Inside this body lies 
Dynavedor's flux-damping coil, 
there to soak up excess magnetic 
flux that can be detrimental to 
sound. Another 'unique' element 
in this design is the use of iron to 
focus the magnetic field. 

There's a trade-in offer too: if 
you already own a Dynavedor 
cartridge, you can recoup 20 per 
cent of the old model's cost 
against the price of a new needle. 
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QUALITY 
A lithe, rather airy 
charader is apparent 
the moment its stylus hits 
the groove, blessed with agile 
bass and impressive high 
frequency detail. Its tone is a 
touch bright, but the conveyance 
of ambient detail and overall 
transparency is extremely fine. 

The DV-20XL seems to be at its 
best with light classical, jazz and 
acoustic music, its nimble footing 
and fine resolution making for a 
vivid listening experience. Vocal 

decent front-to-back depth but 
shows a lack of width, and busier 
mixes sound rather congealed. 
Performance is civilised and 
cultured to a degree, and might 
suit those seeking a smooth 
performance with relaxed music, 
but there's more involvement to 
be had at the price. TB 

projedion is a touch weak, 
however, and more rhythmic 
material can sound somewhat 
dry and lightweight 

lt earns a cautious recommen­
dation, depending on your record 
colledion -if it's predominantly 
rock or dance, other cartridges 
might prove more satisfying. TB 

"Performance is 
civilised and 
cultured to a 

degree, and might 
suit those seeking 

a smooth 
performance with 

relaxed music." 

VERDICT 

Ji•)IW·· 00000) 
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IQ ;l t3 - £33o.oo ) 
� A beautifully finished cartridge with a 

sound thar s smoothly detailed, but also 

rather unexciting. 

• ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 

181 Audio Technica. Technica House, Unit 2, 

Royal London Trading Estate, Old Lane, 

Beeston, Leeds LS 11 BAG 

til (0113) 277 1441 

SPECIFICATIONS 
• Type: moving coil 

• Weight: 8g 

• Output: 0.4mV 

• Recommended tracking force: l.Sg 

·� lithe, rather airy 
character is 

apparent from the 
moment stylus hits 

groove, blessing 
music with agile 

bass and hf detail." 

VERDICT 

JNIW·· ooooo) 
I:JIII!·- 00000) 
1'1;!!11 .. 00000) 
� 
� An articulate-sounding cartridge with 

impressive high frequency resolve, but it 

sounds a little lightweight at times. Needs 

a high quality turntable and arm. 

• ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 

181 Pear Audio Ltd. 7 Prospect Place, 

Almouth, Northumberland NE66 2RL 

til (01665) 830862 

SPECIFICATIONS 
• Type: moving � 
• Weight: 8.6g 

• Output: 0.25mV 

• Recommended tracking force: 2g 
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SUPER TEST 

LYRA Lydian Beta 

T his is the entry-level cartridge 
from Lyra, a specialist 

brand made in 
Tokyo by Scan­
Tech. it's an 'open' 
design, its innards 
exposed by the 
omission of a main 
body housing, and 
therefore demands 
particular care when 
handling. But it is an 
extremely well crafted 
cartridge, fashioned from 
high quality materials- as 
befits the most expensive model 
in this group. 

The Lyra's upper body is 
machined from a solid block of 
aircraft-grade aluminium alloy, 
while boron is used for the 
cantilever. Output is medium for 

a moving coil 
ea rtridge, and a 
mirror-faced template is 
included to aid set-up. 

SOUND QUALITY 
This is the highest priced cartridge 
here-it's also the best sounding. 
Its performance is crisp, clean and 
dynamic, full of engaging punch 
and snap, yet it remains smooth 
and coherent with everything 
that's played. Levels of energy and 
detail are well stocked, and sound­
stage depth is superb -the sense 

ORTOFON MC 10 Supreme 

0 rtofon is a true giant of 
cartridge manufacture with a 

prestigious past and one simple 
aim for the future -to be the last 
company still engaged in cartridge 
manufacture when all the others 
are finally swamped by the digital 
revolution. At this rate, its chances 
are good: sales are up on last year 
and cartridges like this keep it 
firmly in the driving seat. 

The basic moving coil MC l 0 
design has been around for over 
20 years, and the Supreme is its 
pinnacle thus far. Both substantial 
body and cantilever are fashioned 
from aluminium, and internal 
features include a rubber 
suspension system and a 
static-reducing carbon fibre plate 
attached to the armature. You save 
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£30 by part­
exchanging any 
other cartridge, or up to 
£60 if you trade in an Ortofon. 

SOUND QUALITY 
This is a smooth yet detailed­
sounding cartridge in possession 
of an expressive midrange, able to 
separate instruments cleanly and 
project vocals with aplomb. Its 
performance is full-bodied and 
musical, a touch colourful perhaps 
but an enjoyably cultured listen 
across a variety of music types. 

Perhaps the whole is more than 
the sum of its parts -treble is a 

of perspec­
tive it brings 

to large-scale 
orchestral 

pieces is 
absorbing. 
Any criticisms at 

the price? Very few, 
save for a slight 
slowing in the 

bass and perhaps a little lack of 
'air'. And despite costing about 
half as much, one or two other 
cartridges here can run it 
reasonably close. But its sound is 
so satisfyingly musical, so 
energetic yet so poised, that its 
price is undoubtedly justified. TB 

touch wispy 
and bass slightly muted, and 
there's less snap and air to its 
sound than offered by some of its 
price competition. But it's a more 
consistent performer and less 
musically fussy, proving adept at 
everything from rock to classical. 

A fine all-rounder, then, and 
well suited to a very wide range 
of turntables. TB 

"Perforn1ance is 
crisp, clean and 
dynamic, full of 
engaging punch 
and snap, yet it 

remains smooth and 
coherent." 

VERDIO 

Ji·11W · · 00000) 
I:JIII!• .. 00000) 
1'1;1!11 � 00000) 
� 
� A thoroughly enjoyable cartridge 

smooth, agile and dynamic: in character, 

and thoroughly deserving of 

Recommendation. 

• ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 

181 Path Premier, Unit 2, Desborough lnd. 

Park, Desborough Park Road, High Wycombe, 

Bucks. HP12 3BG 

lil (01494) 441736 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• Type: moving coil 

• Weight: 8g 

• Output: o.smv 

• Recommended tracking force: 1.7g 

"This is a detailed­
sounding cartridge, 

able to separate 
instruments cleanly 

and project vocals 
with aplomb." 

VERDIO 

Ji•11W •• 00000) 
I:Jill!• .. 00000) 
11/;j!i! .. 00000) 
� 
� A lull and cultured-sounding cartridge 

with collective atbibutes that far 

outweigh its shortcomings. A capable 

all-rounder indeed. 

• ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 

181 Henley Designs Ltd, The Old Coach 

House, Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford, 

Oxon OXlO 8EH 

lil (01491) 834700 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• Type: moving coil 

• Weight: 10.7g 

• Output: O.SmV 

• Recommended tracking force: 2g 



RESON Reca 

The Reca is the only moving 
magnet cartridge in this group 

-most fall below this kind of price 
level -but it's actually a bit of 
a stonker. If its form looks 
familiar there's a logical 
reason: it's based on 
Goldring's evergreen 1000 

Series, and so joins a 
prestigious line including 
Roksan's Corus Black. 

Construction is simple but 
effective. A light, rigid polyester­
based material called 'pocan' is 
used for its one-piece body casing, 
coupled with the well regarded 
Gyger S diamond-tipped stylus. lt 
comes at a £130 premium over 
the standard 1032, apparently 
owing to higher tolerance parts cartridge at the 
and strict diamond quality control, same time. 
but there's a £65 price cut if you 

SOUND QUALITY 

Anyone who thinks that moving 
magnet designs are necessarily 
inferior to moving coils should 
listen to the Reca - it's good 
enough to give plenty of MC 
models in the £200-£400 bracket 
a run for their money. 
it's a spirited performer that puts 
heart and soul into music, 
underpinned by solid bass and 

SUM IKO Blue Point Special 

I ts name sounds like a cigarette, 
but it's actually an open-bodied, 

high-output moving coil cartridge, 
top-of-the range in Sumiko's 
Oyster Series. Its skeletal 
construction makes it the most 
vulnerable of this group, but its 
overall structure is sound -
complete with aluminium canti­
lever-and electrical engineering 
is impressive throughout. 

The Special is an upgrade from 
the standard f 119.95 Blue Point, 
incorporating an uprated 
generator exposed behind the 
stylus. A brush is included for 
cleaning, but there's no stylus 
guard -Sumiko claims removing 
and reinstalling it makes damage 
more likely. Fair point, given the 
cartridge's delicate disposition. 

SOUND QUALITY 

This is probably one of the 
most enjoyable cartridges I've 
tried below £300: pacey and 
dynamic, crisp and to the point, 
able to pull musical life from the 
grooves in toe-tapping fashion. it 
exudes a no-nonsense kind of 
sound, playing the notes and 
hitting the rhythms without 
unnecessary dressing, soaring 
through tracks with eager aplomb. 

From House of Love to Sibelius, 
it proved an engaging performer. 
Bass has pleasing authority and 
drive, and it passes the percussive 
test with ease-snapping snares 

an enjoyably 
rhythmic character, and does so 
without edginess. 

Resolution is good, but it's not 
the most transparent cartridge for 
the money, and soundstage depth 
front-to-back is a little constrained. 
But, with a rhythmic groove resting 
beneath its stylus tip, its controlled 
expression makes such subtle 
omissions easy to ignore. TB 

and solid kick 
drums are an 
instant hit. At times it's a touch 
rough around the edges, and one 
or two competitors offer better 
front-to-back perspectives and 
some buyers may prefer a richer 
balance. But for me, this Sumiko's 
direct musical statement makes it 
a Best Buy at the price. TB 

SUPER TEST 

·�yone who thinks 
that moving magnet 
designs are inferior 

to moving coils 
should listen to this 

- it's good enough 
to give plenty of MC 

models a run for 
their money." 

VERDICT 

IN•W·· ooooo) 
l:iJII!· .. 00000) 
111;1!11 - 00000) 
� 
� H you're after a high quality moving 

magnet cartridge, they don't get much 

better than this. 

• THREE YEAR GUARANTEE 
[81 Virtual Reality Audio Systems Ltd, 31 

Alfred Road, Brentwood, Essex CM 14 4BT 

lil (01277) 227355 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• Type: moving magnet 

• Weight: 6.3g 

• Output: 6.5mV 

• Recommended tracking force: 1.65g 

"This cartridge is 
pacey, dynamic, 
crisp and to the 

point, able to pull 
musical life from 

the grooves in toe­
tapping fashion�" 

VERDICT 

00000) 
00000) 
00000) 

� 
� A no-nonsense performer with 

engaging musical properties. H's one of 

the best around below £300. 

• ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 
[81 Path Premier, Unit 2, Desborough lnd. 

Park, Desborough Park Road, High Wycombe, 

Bucks. HP12 3 BG 

lil (01494) 441736 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• Type: moving coil 

• Weight: 9g 

• Output: 2.5mV 

• Recommended tracking force: 2g 
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T 
his review is intended as 
an examination of four 
high-profile contenders 

in today's vinyl world. Direct 
comparison between them is 
made difficult by their scattered 
prices and varied package deals; 
for instance, Pro-ject throws a 
tonearm in with its £750 deck, 
and gives heavy discounts on 
Ortofon cartridges to make the 
complete puchase considerably 
easier. Meanwhile, Michell's new 
effort is considerably more costly, 
weighing in at f 1 ,725 before 
you've even considered a 
partnering arm and cartridge. 

However, we have sought to 
illustrate exactly what you get for 
your money these days, and 
whether any extra cash is really 
worth paying. And we're so good 
to you, we've even attached a 
select round-up of six suitable 
cartridges for your delectation, 
priced from £250 to £600. 

A good turntable manufacturer 
takes a variety of earthly 
elements, weaves them together 
with precision engineering and 
makes a transcendent music 
machine altogether more 
celestial. Each of those gathered 
here is a well engineered design, 
and three in particular are 
excellent examples of the art. 

SOUND 

BUILD 

VALUE 

GUARANTEE 

PLAmR 

SUSPENSION 

EXTERNAL PSU SUPPUED? 

SPEED CHANGE 

DUST COVER 

BUILD 

VALUE 

GUARANTEE 

TYPE 

WEIGHT 

OUTPUT 

REC. TRACKING FORCE 
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"With turntables 
like these being 
made to feed the 

vinyl resurgence, 
the specialist niche 

that the LP now 
occupies looks set 

to continue for 
some time." 

I can honestly say that this was 
among the most enjoyable tests 
I've undertaken for a very long 
time. I listen to vinyl (and CD) on 
a daily basis, but it's rare I get 
such a cast-iron excuse to trawl 
through my record collection and 
return to favourite after favourite, 
seeing out dusk and heading 
towards dawn. Ah, what bliss. 

Of course, the advent of 
DVD-Audio and SACD might well 
shift the sonic benchmark once 
more. But with turntables like 
these still being made to feed the 
vinyl resurgence, and the healthy 
number of audiophile-standard 
180g pressings emerging, the 
specialist niche that vinyl now 
occupies looks set to continue for 
some time. Both the DJ and 
audiophile fraternities still love 
the format more than any other, 
and true love will never die. 

THE BEST IN THE TEST 

TURNTABLES 

MICHELL Orbe 'SE' 
(Above) Superb - no CD player 

less than a king's ransom comes close 

to its stunning realism and lucidity. 
-----

CARTRIDGES 

DYNAVECTOR 
DV-20XL 
(Right) Nimble footing and 

fine overall transparency. 

LYRA Lydian Beta 
(Right) Its crisp, clean and 

dynamic performance 

justifies the price tag. 

WILSON BENESCH The Circle 
(Below) Excellent engineering and a 

beautifully balanced sound make this a 

top-notch mid-price deck. 

PINK TRIANGLE 
Tarantella 11 
(Left) Quirky design, but the 

triangular Pink proves to be a 

totally engaging performer 

RESON Reca 
(Right) A moving magnet 

cartridge to rival many 

moving coil models. 

SUM IKO 
Blue Point Special 
(Right) An engaging, 

no-nonsense performer. 

ORTOFON MClO Supreme 
(Left) A full and cultured-sounding cartridge with collective attributes 

that far outweigh its shortcomings. A capable, consistent all-rounder. 

C O M P A R I S O N  T A B L E 

MICHELL 

ORBE'SE' 

£1,72S 

5 years 

Bs 

carbon-damp. acryliC/vinyl camp. 

complia� sprung 

yes 

electronic 

no 

£850.00 

00000 
00000 
00000 

1 year 

acrylic 

complian� sorbothane 

yes 

electronic 

no 

£750.00 (INC. ARM) £795.00 

00000 00000 
00000 00000 
00000 00000 

2year 2year 

alloy/vinyl comp. acr ylic 

complia� sprung non-complian� carbon fibr e 

no no 

motor interchange manual bett lift 

yes no 

E S C O M P A R I S O N  T A B L E 

1 year 

rn<llling coil 

8g 

0.4mV 

1.5g 

DYNAVEOOR 

DV20XL 
lite 

00000 
00000 
00000 

1 year 

moving coil 

8.6g 

0.25mV 

2g 

1 year· 

rn<llling coil 

8g 

O.SmV 

1.7g 

1 year 3 years 

moving coil rn<llling magnet 

10.7g 63g 
o.smv 6.5mV 

2g 1.65g 

SUM IKO 

BPS 

£249.95 

1 year 

moving coil 

9g 

2.5mV 

2g 

Bs 
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If you've got a component 

problem, Roxburgh has the 

solution. As the UK distributor for 

one of the world's largest 

component manufacturers, Alps 

Electric, we have an unrivalled 

portfolio of products. Encoders, 

faders, potentiometers, switches, 

alarms, you name it, we stock it. 

We have t 

Couple that with 30 years of 

market knowledge, technical 

support and customer service and 

you'll find that, whatever the 

application, Roxburgh can help you 

design a better solution. For more 

details call the Alps Sales Team on 

0 1724 281770 now. 

LE GRAND SPECTACLE DU SON 

Electra 915 ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . . . . ... . . ... . . . . .... J ........................................................................................ . 

Electra CC 30 ... . .. ... .... . ..... ...... ................ . .... . . . . . .  £-.... _ .. 

utions 

ROXBURGH 
A mcmbt·r of the I)EI:I'RON ELECTRONICS CI�OUP 

Roxburgh House, Foxhills Industrial Park, Scunthorpe, N. Lincolnshire DN15 8QJ 

Telephone: +44 (0) 1724 281770 Facsimile Sales: +44 (0) 1724 281650 

E-mail: sales@roxburgh. co.uk. Home Page: http://www.roxburgh. co.uk. 

Electra 920 

Electra 905 

Electra SR 30 

Sound Image Ul< Ltd • 52 Milton Road • East sheen • London • SW1 4 8JR 
Tel 0181 255 6868 • Fax 0181 255 6869 • http://www.focal.tm.fr 



SHARP PERSONAL MINIDISC LETS 

� 
WIDE SCREEN TV LCD VIDEO PROJECTOR DVD VCR 



YOU LISTEN LONGER 
We've taken the idea of music 

on the move, and moved it on 

dramatically. In fact, we've outrun 

every other personal minidisc 

recorder with the brilliant new 

Sharp MD-MT821H. 

It keeps on running long after 

the rest have given up, with an 

incredible 11.5 hours playback/8 hours 

recording time on a single charge of 

its own rechargeable battery. 

Add the supplied detachable 

alkaline battery case, and these times 

go on even further. 

Also impressively long is the list 

of advanced features. Including 40 

second anti-shock memory, sampling 

rate converter (32/44/48kHz) and full 

editing functions - erase, rearrange, 

divide or combine tracks. 

And it defmitely isn't short 

on style, with its ultra slim design 

in champagne gold or blue, and 

back-lit LCD remote control. 

The new Sharp MiniDisc. What 

you long for. 

For more information, including 

your nearest stockist, ring Freefone 

0800-262958. 

You can also visit our corporate 

website at www.Sharp-world.com 

SHARP 

VIEWCAM INTERNET VIEWCAM M IN/DISC SYSTEM 



MEGATEST 

NTEST! 

On the hunt for a quality amp but haven't got too much cash to splash out on it? 

Let Alvin Gold (listening tests) and Paul Miller (lab tests) point you in the right direction. 

THE CAST LIST 

Arcam Alpha BR £380.00 

Creek 4330 £279.00 

Denon PMA-535R £229.99 

Edmund Audio ESIIO £400.00 

harmanfkardon HK-630 £229.99 

Marantz PM-68 £299.90 

Myryad T-40 £399.95 

NAD040 £269.50 

Pioneer A-607R £300.00 

Yamaha AX-392 £169.95 

p78 

p71 

p67 

p79 

p68 

p72 

pBO 

p74 

p75 

p69 

T
his test examines a 
representative group of new 
budget amplifiers priced 

between f 169 and £400- starter 
territory for an amplifier if you 
want a result that corresponds to 
accepted ideas of high fidelity. 

An integrated amplifier is simply 
a box that boosts the low level 
output of your music sources to a 
level suitable for driving speakers. 
Boosting line sources like compact 
disc players is a matter of applying 
uniform gain across the audio 
frequency spectrum, but phono 
sources require extra gain and 
frequency-related equalisation -
a more complex and costly task. 

Now that vinyl is essentially a 
legacy medium, many amplifiers 
omit phono inputs altogether, or 
make it an option via a plug-in 
module, which means you only 
pay for the facility if you want to 
use it. Some amps continue to fit 
phono inputs as standard, but 
there's a real possibility this will 
take a hit on overall performance 
compared with a dedicated line 
level amplifiers at the same price. 

The issue of exactly what 
amplifiers do with the signal 
before handing it over to the 
loudspeaker terminals continues 
to be a matter of hot debate. 

Mass-market manufacturers 
continue to feel obliged to include 
the kind of facilities that they 
believe the market wants, which 
means tone controls, loudness 
controls (another tone control), 
and usually a bypass or direct 
switch to take them out of circuit. 

it's a sensible compromise on 
paper, but the reality is that tone 
controls and bypass switches still 
affect the signal path for the 
worse, even if they're not being 
used -although this is not, of 
course, to say that all tone control­
free amplifiers necessarily sound 
better. Another factor is good 
physical build, which can have an 
impact on sound quality. 

The remaining differences are 
down to the inherent integrity and 
talent of those who build the 
amplifiers, which still leaves a lot 
of variables and a wide spectrum 
of performance standards. 

Music reproduction can be 
exciting and engaging - it should 
fill the senses and be capable of 
suggesting almost any emotion. 

Good music, well reproduced, 
should even be dangerous with 
the right material, and a good 
hi-fi system is completely and 
utterly dependent on the quality 
of the amplification. 

Finally, and this is a personal 
yardstick, a worthwhile amplifier 
should act as an advocate for 
difficult and unfamiliar music. 



GROUP A £169·£2:50 

GROUP B £2J1·£JOO 

GROUP C £:501·£400 

THE PRICE BANDS 
We divide our candidates into 

groups based on price (see right). 

Each band is colour-coded as above. 

. 
/"i �INT� & TIPS 

r / i L1ke elast1c bands, amps 
' ' ' ---- need to be stretched 

before they fulfil themselves. They 

need running in (which may take a 

week), and warmed up prior to each 

listening session (typically for an hour). 

Amplifiers also sound best when used 

on proper equipment supports, ideally 

with no other component on the same 

surface, or perched on top. If an amp 

must be stacked with other equipment, 

put it on top to ensure proper heat 

dissipation. If tone controls are fitted, 

set them to zero (12 o'clock), and 

bypass them if possible. If there is a 

direct input switch, so much the better. 

T
he amplifiers were subject to the 

standard battery of tests, including 

a close physical examination, and 

unsighted panel based listening tests in 

a high-grade system chosen to extend 

the amps fully without being unrealistic 

electrically or sonically. 

Hands-on (sighted) listening 

employed a range of speakers and CD 

players and Paul Miller's computerised 

measurement test programme. Each 

player was thoroughly run-in and 

warmed up prior to being auditioned, 

and kept running during the panel test 

runs to keep the AC mains condition 

consistent. Two days of panel testing 

included a large number of repeats, 

with no panel member knowing the 

AMPLIFIERS £169·£400 MEGATEST 

AMPLIFIERS GROUP A 
£169-£2:50 

There are few obvious parallels in 

this trio other than the selling price, 

although all are the progeny of 

mainstream companies and all are 

at least moderately well equipped. 

The honour of providing the least 

expensive amplifier in the test goes 

to Yamaha for its AX-392, which is 

typically well turned-out and 

surprisingly powerful for an amp 

that only costs £170. 

The harman/kardon HK-630 is from 

its new range, and is very much a 

chip off the old block. with an 

extended bandwidth, comparatively 

high-current design. The Denon 

PMA·535R seems to have it all: 

strong features, remote control, a 

healthy power output and 

technology derived from previous 

audiophile-oriented models. 

Denon PMA-535R £229.99 

harman/kardon HK-630 

Yamaha AX-392 

£229.99 

£169.95 

AMPLIFIERS GROUP B 

£231-£300 

Four very disparate amps make up 

our middle group. The one whkh 

appears best geared to audiophiles 

on a budget is the Creek 4330, a 

surprisingly compact amplifier whkh 

can be specified with a variety of 

options, making it an amp that can 

suit almost any system. 

The Marantz PM-68 and the Pioneer 

A-607R are more fully equipped as 

standard. and ostensibly have more 

mainstream appeal - especially the 

Marantz. whkh is the first non-SE or 

Kl Signature model we've looked at 

for a while. The NAD 040 extends 

the reach of the recently reviewed 

020, and indudes the same 

impedance-matching drcuitry that 

helps make light work of potentially 

troublesome loudspeaker loads. 

Creek 4330 £279.00 

Marantz PM-68 £299.90 

NAD 040 £269.50 

Pioneer A-607R £300.00 

HOW THE TESTS WERE DONE 

identity of the amplifier on test, and 

with levels matched between test runs. 

The system used for these tests 

included Wilson Benesch ACT Two 

loudspeakers for the unsighted tests 

and others including Tannoy R 1 and R2 

(the new floorstanding version of the 

R1) for the other tests. 

The ACT Two isn't completely 

representative of the kind of speaker 

that would be used with amplifiers such 

as the test group, but they have a 

conventional floor column bandwidth, 

are neither hard to drive nor insensitive 

and, well, they sound damn good -

as you might expect for about £9,000. 

The main CD player was a Primare 

D30.2. Speaker cables and interconnects 

were from Nordost, including the new 

Quattrofil screened cable. 

THE LISTENING PANEL 

Thanks as always go to the men and, 

well, more men of our listening panel, 

industry luminaries one and all, who 

contributed their listening skills and 

time for the greater good - and the 

promise of a free lunch. This month's 

batch of celebs included David lnman 

(Castle Acoustics), Steve Cross (Ruark 

loudspeakers), Mike Martindale 

(Arcam) and lee Dunkley (Hi-fi Choice 

panel virgin of the month, although he 

has had extensive experience with 

panel testing for The Consumers' 

Association). This time we decided to 

AMPLIFIERS GROUP C 
£301-£400 

The top group in the test indudes 

an improved version of an existing 

model from a brand with one of the 

highest recognition factors of any 

specialist hi-fi manufacturer -

Arcam. The Alpha BR looks like just 

another warmed-over Arcam, and is 

virtually indistinguishable from 

existing and previous Arcam amps, 

but that isn't the whole story. 

The other two amplifiers are from 

much younger companies. Myryad 

has been in existence for a few 

years and has grown rapidly. The 

T -40, a well built and attractively 

packaged minimalist design, is its 

entry-level amplifier. The Edmund 

ESilO is even more simply 

equipped, and is the launch product 

from a new brand associated with 

REL of subwoofer fame. 

�cam Alpha BR 

Edmund ESIIO 

Myryad T-40 

£380.00 

£400.00 

£399.95 

break the habit of a lunchtime - then 

we thought: 'Oh, what the hell,' and 

ate at the local Pizza Express anyway. 

WHAT MUSIC DID WE USE? 

Claire Martin Riverman from Take My 

Heart (linn Records AKD 093) 

Paula Cole Tiger from This Fire 

(Warner Bros 9 46424-2) 

Weber Clarinet Quintet allegro -

Anthony Michaelson etc (MF028) 

Prokofiev Piano C oncerto No 1 in D 

Flat, Op 10 allegro brioso - Martha 

Argerich/Charles DutoiVOrchestre 

Symphonique de Montreal 

(EMI 5 56654 2 3). 

In addition, a number of other titles 

were used for hands-on testing. 
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Introducing the Aria Modular Hi-Fi 

Support System. it can change the 

way you look at your components. 

Build up separate vertical shelves. 

Or link units side by side. Either 

way, Aria lets you vary shelf heights 

to suit your components. 

Start with a Base Pack and go 

from there. There's no limit to the 

number of ways you can build it up. 

Not only does Aria give you more 

flexibility than any other hi-fi support 

system, it also provides positive 

sound deadening and decoupling 

benefits. With black tubular steel 

legs. Grey tinted glass or 

black MDF shelves. And adjustable 

will never look the same again. 

I want a good look at the Aria system. Please 

Address 

AP�LI!� 
HI-FI FURNITURE 

Our components 

Zenith Crown Ltd., Tipton road, 
West Midlands, DYl 4SQ Tei:Ol2l 520 

Thorn td 
EST: 1956 

LONDONS PREMIER ID-FI SHOP 
STOCKISTS OF: 

f aim Audio, Wadia, Rega research, Cyrus, Bang and OlufSen 
Teac, Pioneer, Micromega, Acoustic Energy, Proac, 

eat Acoustics, Soundstyle, Quadcaspire, Target, Denon, 
The Chord Company, Ortofon. 

For more information please call us or drop into the shop, 
where you will find a relaxed and friendly environment aiming 
to ensure you get the maximum quality audio or visual system, 

designed to fit your needs and your budget. 

35 MOSCOW ROAD, BAYSWATEJl. LONDON W2 4AH 
TEL: 0171 229 2077 FAX: 0171 727 9348 

Email.:inf'o@tbomasheinitz.com 
www.thomasheinitz.c 



MEGATEST 

DENON PMA-535R 

W
ith the benefit of 
hindsight, it seems 
that Denon 

might want to have its 
cake and eat it. This 
new model, based (it 
says here) on the UK 

Audiophile series and 
the S-1 high-end range, 
boasts an impressive 
roster of audiophile 
attributes including non­
scanning microprocessors, 
quality selected passive compo­
nents, a 'leakage-cancelling' power 
transformer and proprietary high 
current output transistors -
matched to a full gadget set, 
remote control and typically non­
descript mid-market physical build. 

The well stuffed front panel 
includes bass and treble controls, 
loudness, a 'source direct' switch 
to undo some of the damage 
wreaked by the others, a record 
select speaker switching for two 
speaker pairs and a headphone 
switch. There is also a record 
selector which allows the ph ono, 
CD, tuner or aux/DVD input to be 
used as a tape source indepen­
dently of the main input selector, 
or which can be used to copy 
from Tape 1 to 2 or vice versa. 
There are six inputs, one of which 
is a moving magnet phono input. 

Last but not least, the amplifier 
is supplied with a chunky but 
compact full-system remote which 
covers input selection and volume 
setting, and just one option 
missing from the native controls 
on the amplifier proper, namely 
mute. The speaker selection 
sockets are, in fact, screw-down 
terminals which accept bare wires, 

"The well stuffed 
front panel includes 

bass and treble 
controls, loudness, 

a 'source direct' 
switch to undo 

some of the damage 
wreaked by the 
others, a record 

select speaker 
switching for two 

speaker pairs and a 
headphone switch." 

but they're none too robust and 
4mm plugs can't be reliably 
connected. Indeed, the whole 
amplifier is lightly built. 

SOUND QUALITY 

One panel member summed this 
amplifier up in one pithy sentence. 
'The bits are all there,' he declared 
following the Prokofiev piano 
concerto excerpt. 'They just need 
assembling with more care: The 
Denon is an effective performer in 
many ways, with musical detail 
practically falling over itself to 

make its way through the system, 
but it can sound rather flaky. 

'A bit flat and uninspiring' and 
'thin in places' were typical 
verdicts, but there was also a 
smattering of more positive 
comments. 'The voice sounds in 
control' (Paula Cole), and 'this 
amplifier does all the things it 
should do' were two, while 
another panellist wrote about 
sibilance in the Claire Martin track, 
but on balance considered that it 
was 'offset by other qualities'. The 
Martin vocal is recorded very close 
and any tendency to sibilance is 
usually all too obvious, and indeed 
there were several mentions of 
this from the panel in each of the 
two presentations. 

Hands-on testing placed the 
De non in the bottom half of this 
group, trailing the harman/kardon. 
When warmed up, the Denon 
tended to sound like many amps 
do when used cold: emphasising 
transients, and lacking body and 
depth, with a rather flattened 
impression of image depth and a 
slightly insubstantial quality, 
especially with larger speakers, 
though there was never any 
shortage of real world power. 

0 A good features (Ount turns out to be 

the PMA-5l5R's prindpal asset 

CONCLUSION 

This is a long way from being a 
poor amplifier, but it leaves 
something unsaid and sometimes 
sounds a bit garbled in the telling. 
The problem isn't so much these 
failings, but that the De non is up 
against very solid competition at 
about the same price, and in 
some cases even below. A good 
features count, including a well 
equipped back panel and remote 
control, turns out to be the 
PMA-535R's principal asset. AG 

VERDICT 

11•11W·· 00000) 
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� 
;;: Allegedly based on the UK-oriented 

Audiophile range, the reality is 

suspidously dose to standard mid· 

market international model standards. 

• TWO YEAR GUARANTEE 

181 Hayden Laboratories Ltd, Hayden House, 

Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St Peter, Bucks SL9 9UG 

1il (01753) 888447 

THE LAB REPORT HOW IT COMPARES 

G
enerally, the PMA-535R is a fairly 

traditional, mass-produ(ed remote­

(Ontrolled amp with no signifkant flaws 

and, equally, no great daim to t«hnkal 

fame. Noise is about 'average' at -8ldB (re. 

1 Watl/8 Ohms), (hannel balan(e is very 

good at 0.2dB over a 60dB range and the 

low 0.07 Ohm output impedan(e assists its 

(Ompatibility with different speakers. 

Distortion inueases to a maximum of 

0.05 per unt at high frequendes (re 8 

Ohms) but, in this amp, is (Urrent-related. 

Spedfi(ally, it rea(hes a minimum of O.Ol 

per (ent. 0.04 per (ent and 0.08 per (ent 

.............. .Ill. 

into loads as low as 4, 2 and I, respectively, 

when delivering between 3-4A (Urrent. 

Lower (Urrent means more uossover 

distortion and higher (Urrent means 

greater stress, both resulting in steadily 

inueasing levels of distortion. With a 

diffi(ult 4 Ohm speaker, for example, this 

suggests the PMA-5l5R gives its ideal 

performan(e at just 2-5 Watt output. 

This might not seem very mu(h, but ifs 

a very typkal mean power level for any 

amplifier driving sensitive speakers 

(90dB+) to moderate listening levels. 

This amp pa(ks more than a few Watts 

when ne(essary. In pram(e, it will 

deliver IOIW, IBOW, 182W (9.5A) and 

98W (9.9A) into 8, 4, 2 and I Ohm 

loads, respe(tjvely, under dynamk 

(Onditions to 1 per (ent THD. PMi 

. . 
• •> <.>(\V VU"' V 0 

, ,  ,+" 
-� • •  

Ahealthy 70 Watt+ is available into 
8 Ohm loads but this (apa(ity is 

not maintained as impressively as its 
(Ompetition into tougher speakers. 
Overall (Ompatibility is good, then, 
but diffi(ult speakers should still 
be avoided. 

) DYNAMI( POWER OUTPUT 0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

SPEAKER LOAD TOLERANCE 

AUDIBLE DISTORTION 

) NOISE 

OVERALL COMPATIBILITY 

-

-

.. 
-

-

SPECIFICATIONS 
SPECIFICATION RATED 

• Continuous power output, 8 Ohms SOW 

• Distortion 20Hz-20kHz. 1Watl/8 Ohm 0.01% 

• Input sensitivity (CD/ Aux) ISOmV 

ACTUAL 

75W 

0.05% 

BELOW 
AVERAGE 
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MEGATEST 

T
he HK630 is a low­
cost integrated 
amplifier with 

a power amp 
rated at 40 
Watts/channel (8 
Ohms), which 
increases mod­
estly to 60 Watts 
into 4 Ohms, albeit 
at a slightly higher 
distortion level. On 
the whole, this is a straightforward 
amplifier, but the front panel 
styling is individual and effective. 

There are some specific claims 
relating to the amp's HCC (High 
instantaneous Current Capability) 
circuit, for example, which claims 
to deliver up to 40 amps peak, 
and relating to the wide band­
width, low negative-feedback 
topology and to the use of 
discrete components instead of 
integrated circuits, all of which 
have been standard harman/ 
kardon fare for a long time. 

The control set includes bass 
and treble controls, independent 
switching for two pairs of speakers 
and a source direct switch. The 
number of inputs is limited to four 
at line level, including tape and a 
moving magnet phono input. Tape 
monitoring is possible and 
headphones can be connected. 

Around the back, you'll find two 
sets of 4mm binding post speaker 
terminals (a welcome sight on a 
budget amplifier), input sockets 
and preamp out and main amp 
input sockets, with NAD-style 
easily removable links. Although 
this does enhance flexibility- for 
example, providing an easy way of 
connecting an outboard Dolby or 

'nlthough not the 
optimum choice for 

use with larger 
speakers, the little 

harman/kardon 
always seemed in 

control, with crisp 
bass lines and even 

crisper upper 
harmonics and 
treble detail." 

other processor- there's no ready 
way to attach a second amplifier 
for biamping purposes. 

Included with this amplifier is a 
remote control handset which will 
operate the basics of a complete 
harman/kardon system. 

SOUND QUALITY 
There were complaints that the 
HK-630 was a 'bit artificial' and 
'lacked detail' and also that it was 
'lacking balls' (whatever that might 
mean). There were consistent 
comments that it tended to sound 
rather 'spiky', a point made about 
the strings in the Weber and also 
about the Claire Martin vocals by 
two panellists. 

But on the whole, these were 
seen as cosmetic failings in an 
amplifier that was generally lifelike 
and communicated enthusiasm in 
the music. So 'the Claire Martin 
track moves along and expands 
nicely', the powerful Paula Cole 
bass line 'remains in control in a 
way that eludes a number of the 
other amplifiers', while another 
panellist compared the HK-630 
with a previously auditioned, and 
fairly well-liked amplifier at a 
similar price, and concluded it was 
'much better, with more impact 
and detail' and had a 'stronger, 
more focused soundstage'. 

Although not the optimum 
choice for use with larger 
speakers, the little harman/kardon 
always seemed in control, with 
crisp bass lines and even crisper 
upper harmonics and treble detail. 
The two frequency extremes 
sometimes overshadowed the 
midband, which consequently 
seemed a little two dimensional, 
and perhaps also accounts for 
the earlier comments that this 
amplifier was a little raw. 

But the overall impression 
remains positive: this is an 
amplifier that generally contrived 
to sound tuneful and detailed and 

0 This is a straightforward amp, but 

the front panel styling is distinctive. 

was capable of keeping several 
balls in the air at once without 
muddle or congestion. 

CONCLUSION 
The HK-630 won't set the world 
alight- it's a little too raw and 
undisciplined for that- but it is 
Recommended as a cracking 
budget design, with a clarity and a 
joi de vivre that set it apart from 
the crowd and which retains a 
strong measure of clarity even 
when the music becomes dense 
and complex. Just avoid brash, 
forward-sounding speakers. AG 

VERDICT 

J1•liW·· 00000) 
1 :!111!· .. 00000) 
''4'!'1 .. 00000) 
� 
� Well conceived amp has energy 
tempered with control, but can be strong 

stuff with unsympathetic ancillaries. 

• TWO YEAR GUARANTEE 
181 Gamepath Ltd, 25 Heathfield, Stacey 

Bushes, Milton Keynes MK12 6HR 

m (01908) 317707 

THE LAB REPORT HOW IT_ COMPARES 

H
arman quotes a number of interesting 

figures for its diminutive HK630, 

including some +/-40A of 'High Instan­

taneous Current Capability'. The fact that 

this 40A isn't referenced to any particular 

amount of distortion nor the tenn 'instan­

taneous' linked to any quantifiable length 

of time, suggests it be taken quite loosely. 

For all we know, this '40A' could only be 

available for a fradion of a millisecond at 

tens of per cent distortion. Back in the real 

world, we discover that the HK630 is 

capable of 90W, I&IW, 262W (II.SA) and 

0 The HK630's flexible round the back. 

-·� 

301W (17.4A) into 8, 4, 2 and 1 Ohm loads, 

respectively, at <I per cent THD/IOmsec. 

This is well short of the mysticai40A but 

still exceedingly generous for a budget 

amp, as long as you appreciate that any 

'grunf in excess of 9A is accompanied by 

at least 0.3 per cent THD. Still, most loud­

speakers will be generating higher distor­

tion when dealing with these momentary 

peaks in power. Distortion is a benign 

second harmonic for much of the time and 

there's very little variation Oust IOdB) 

across the audio spectrum. Good news for 

sound quality, although the very extended 

response (only -l.&dB at lOOkHz) leaves it 

0 ... c. o 0 0  0.0 
- � 

wide open to the ultrasonic rubbish 

kicked out by some CD players. Some 

variation in performance might 

therefore be expected. PMi 
V -� -' --' ,) >J --� ..... 
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D
espite its modest 40W rating, this 
amplifier is actually better able to 

drive a wider range of speakers than 
its competition in this test. 

Ifs a powerful and resilient design 
with no significant foibles to mar its 
performance. 

) DYNAMIC POWER OUTPUT 0 
0 SPEAKER LOAD TOLERANCE 

-
.. 

] AUDIBLE DISTORTION -
NOISE -

5 OVERALL COMPAnBILITY -

SPECIFICATIONS 
SPECIFICATION RATED 
• Continuous power output. 8 Ohms 40W 
• Distortion 20Hz-20kHz, IW/8 Ohms <0.09% 
• Input sensitivity (CD/ Aux) ISOmV 

ACTUAL 
65W 
0.02% 
168mV 



YAMAHA AX-392 

W
e've already tested the 
Yamaha AX-592, the 
AX-392's senior partner, 

and which shares most of its basic 
design, although the control set is 
slightly slimmed-down. 

A fairly bulky model, Yamaha 
hasn't spared the horses with the 
front panel design, which comes 
complete with a flap-down 
aluminium door which conceals 
the lesser-used controls. There 
aren't too many of them with this 
design, though: just the standard 
bass, treble and balance controls, 
and the control described in the 
AX-592 review as 'redundant, a 
variable loudness control. 

The senior model also boasted 
two separate bypass controls, but 
there's just one here, a CD direct 
switch to bypasses the bass, 
treble, balance and loudness 
circuits- but only for the source 
component connected to the CD 

·input. Front panel controls other 
than those described include a 
rotary input selector, balance, a 
tape monitor switch and two 
switches for the two independent 
loudspeaker circuits. Yamaha has 
also fitted a headphone socket. 

Rear panel fittings include no 
surprises other than the kind you 
probably don't want to find -
namely, screw terminals for the 
loudspeakers that don't readily 
accommodate 4mm plugs. 

Build quality is lightweight and 
slightly rattly, although control feel 
is good. A simple system remote 
control handset completes the 
package. There are just two other 
feature of note: one is the healthy 
60 Watt/channel rated power 
output, the other is the low selling 

''Yamaha hasn't 
spared the horses 

with the front panel 
design, which 

comes complete 
with a flap-down 
aluminium door 

which conceals the 
lesser-used controls. 

There aren't too 
many of them with 

this design, though." 

price. At£ 170, this is the least 
expensive model in the group. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The general panel view, and this 
was certainly reflected in my 
hands-on listening, is that the 
Yamaha AX-392 is an amplifier 
that tends to underplay its hand a 
little. it's rather forward in balance, 
yet it has a rather soft and 
sometimes even indistinct bass. 

From the hands-on testing, the 
various speakers that were 
deployed to test the amplifier 
sometimes seemed to be its 

master rather than the other way 
around, so it was often difficult to 
pin its characteristics down firmly. 

Adjectives like 'anaemic' and 
'unresponsive' made occasional 
appearances in the panel 
comments, but it was also 
described in more benign terms 
such as 'fairly detailed and warm 
in presentation' and 'a good 
balance, if a bit lazy and rounded'. 

There were a few more positive 
- if slightly maverick- comments, 
including 'deep, controlled bass, 
and good diction' and 'relaxed and 
flowing feel', along with this sum­
up comment: 'There's a degree of 
subtlety here that's been missing 
so far- easy listening: 

From the hands-on sessions, 
the comments about a 'deep 
controlled' bass seem slightly out 
of kilter, but the general verdict­
that the amplifier was at worst 
inoffensive and at best fairly 
detailed and enjoyable, if slightly 
bogged down by the wider 
bandwidth speakers in the test­
seems about right. In particular, 
the midband is open, detailed 
and fairly uncoloured, and with 
compact speakers of moderate 
sensitivity, this is a good choice. 

MEGATEST 

0 Price worked against the AX-592, but 

the opposite applies with this model. 

CONCLUSION 

The AX-392 wasn't described in 
quite the same glowing terms as 
the AX-592, but where price 
worked against the dearer model, 
the opposite applies here. Given 
the very attractive selling price, the 
Yamaha is good enough to 
warrant a second -and perhaps 
third- look. There's nothing to set . 
the market for sub-£200 
amplifiers alight here, but it's a 
decent enough performer. AG 

VERDICT 

Ji•JIW·· 00000) 
l :iiJ!! ... 00000) 
111;1!11 - 00000) 
� 
� This neat and uncomplicated 

amplifier might fail to set the audiophile 

antennae aquiver, but it makes enjoyable 

music and its failings should not present 

a problem. 

• TWO YEAR GUARANTEE 

181 Yamaha Electronics UK Ltd. 200 
Rickmansworth Rd, Watford, Herts WDI 7JS 

Ill (01923) 233166 

THE LAB REPORT HOW IT COMPARES 

The amplifier is rated at 60 Watts per 

I channel but will deliver some 92W, 

ISlW, 200W (lOA) and 186W (ll.7A) into 

8, 4, 2 and 1 Ohm loads under dynamic 

conditions up to 1 per cent THD. This seems 

healthy enough but there are obvious signs 

of VI-limiting (increasing distortion) as the 

amplifier drives loudspeaker loads tougher 

than 4 Ohm beyond 70 Watts or so. 

Even in 'CD Direcf mode, distortion 

proved higher than expected at 0.07 per 

cent (20-20kHz. OdBW). Of much greater 

concern is the nature of this distortion: a 

-��· ��"'--- . 
-- -- ·"> 

- � 
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stream of high, odd-order harmonics that 

are rarely witnessed with amps but more 

commonly observed in under-par digital 

equipment Combine these 'features' and 

you've a plausible explanation for the 1azy 

sound' described by the panel. 

We've noted the 2.9V input overload 

margin before with Yamaha amps, leaving 

it open to dipping -at any power level -

when partnered with high (lV+) output CD 

players. Fortunately, these are few and far 

between, although margins closer to IOV 

remain a more typical target for most 

manufacturers. Another feature of 

the earlier Yamahas is the amazingly 

low -9ldB noise figure (re 1 Watf/8 

Ohms) -technically excellent but. in 

practice, may simply 'open the win-

dow' to the ravages of RFI. PMi 

This amplifier's exceptionally wide 
I 5/N ratio (low noise) might release 

the full dynamics of some systems 
but. by the same token, they might 
simply reveal some rather less 
hospitable distortion mechanisms 
lying beneath . .. 

0 

0 

0 

a 

(J 

DYNAMIC POWER OUTPUT 

SPEAKER LOAD TOLERANCE 

AUDIBLE DISTORTION 

NOISE 

OVERALL COMPATIBILITY 

-

-

-

-

.. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
SPECIFICATION RATED ACTUAL 

• Continuous Power Output. 8 Ohms 60W 70W 

• Distortion 20Hz-20kHz, IW/8 Ohms 0.02% 0.07% 

• Input Sensitivity (CD/ Aux) ISOmV IBOmV 
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MEGATEST 

CREEK AUDIO 4330 

T
he Creek 4330, reviewed 
previously in HFC 171  and 
retested following some 

minor internal modifications, is the 
smallest and neatest amplifier in 
the group. The front panel is 
home to a volume control, a rotary 
input selector, a tape monitor 
switch plus volume and power 
switching, and expanses of black 
brushed aluminium. The back 
panel includes side entry screw 
terminals which are best suited to 
bare wire terminations. 

The 4330 has a passive 
preamplifier and a MOSFET output 
stage rated at 40 Watts, and with a 
high short-term peak current 
capability, and new, more benign 
current limiting. The circuit is servo 
controlled and DC coupled. MM 
and MC input boards are listed 
(£49 and £59), as is an active line 
board (£49)- not necessary with 
CD sources, but some tuners or 
cassette decks may require as 
much as 1 OdB extra gain. 

There's even a line output and 
headphone output board (cost 
£55) in the extensive options list. 
The 4330 is also available with a 
remote control motorised volume 
pot and in a version with high 
grade alloy case and with a higher 
power output (50 Watts/channel) 
at £355 and £499 respectively. 

The meagre input provision is 
limited to a moving magnet 
phono input which can be 
adapted for use as a line input, 
four line inputs and a tape circuit. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Something of a transformation 
seemed to come over this amp 
once it had been thoroughly run in 
and warmed up. What started life 
as a slightly coarse, dry sounding 
design blossomed into something 
more meaningful. lt is still a little 
dry sounding, but it has a strong 
sense of control; it 'grabs the 
speakers and makes them move' 
as one put it, while another 
commented that 'this amplifier 
has a strong sense of drive'. 

The hands-on listening wasn't 
quite so favourable to the Creek, 
mirroring the previous test. The 
4330 is indeed a gutsy performer, 
with a propulsive quality and 
strong timing cues with the right 
kind of material, but it also 
seemed rather congested and 
lacking in ambience, and the 
lowest level of subtle detail 
seemed rather muted -the 
reason for the dryness, perhaps. 

it's tempting to describe this as 
a rock music amp- indeed, one 
of the panel made just that point, 
although not completely seriously. 

"Something of a 
transformation 
seemed to come 

over this 8.Illp once 
it had been 

thoroughly run in 
and warmed up. 

What started life as 

a slightly coarse, 
dry-sounding 

design blossomed 
into something 

more meaningful." 

Our final remarks come from 
the panel. This amplifier delivers 
'a full reproduction range, with no 
one frequency band favoured over 
any other'; 'it has a big sound, with 
widely spread soundstaging'; is 'an 
enjoyable amplifier that takes 
everything in its stride, although it 
is a little hard on the vocals' and 'it 
sounds very clean'. 

CONCLUSION 

'Hands up' time: this amplifier 
performed significantly better in 
this test than on its previous 
outing, and although the reasons 
are not altogether clear, a system 
with an easier speaker load and 

0 The 4330 has an extensive options 

list including motorised volume pot 

with a higher resolving power may 
have helped, and a slightly 
underachieving group average 
may also have played a part. Here 
is an enjoyable design that takes 
everything in its stride and retains 
much of the passion and 
presence of the source, albeit a 
little short on subtle low level 
detail and recorded ambience . 

The bottom line is of an 
enjoyable, credible design, and 
its compact nature, the simple 
control set and long options list 
are attractions in their own right. 
Recommended. AG 

VERDICT 

J'i•liW·· 00000) 
l:pm ... ooooo) 
1'1;1 !I) - 00000) 
� 
� Small in stature, but sophisticated and 

stunningly flexible if you take advantage 

of the long options list. the 4330 is an 

undeniably effedive communimor. 

• TWO YEAR GUARANTEE 

181 Creek Audio Ltd, 2 Bellvue Road, Friern 

Barn et, London N 11 3ER 

fil (0181) 361 4133 

THE LAB REPORT HOW IT COMPARES 

S 
ince we last tested Creek's 4330 inte­

grated amp, this MOSFET-based design 

has witnessed some 're-managemenr of its 

power, although its overall character 

remains unchanged. Specifically, noise is 

very low at -90dB (re. 1 Watf/8 Ohms, A­

wtd) even if this does expose some slight 

sensitivity to RFI. 

The volume control also experiences a 

loss in channel balance with errors of 3dB 

at -60dB, but the moderate 20k0hm input 

load, healthy >16V overload margin and 

relatively low 450mV sensitivity all promise 

good compatibility with today's high (2V) 

output CD players. Distortion, too, is 

predominantly second harmonic in nature 

but increases from around 0.006 per cent 

midband to 0.06 per cent at HF. 

0 n paper, the 4330 might look like 
the least powerful unit in its 

group. In practice, however, its 
substantial reserves of current would 
tend to suggest that ifs better able 
to cope with difficult speakers 

than its peers. 

0 
0 
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DYNAMIC POWER OUTPUT 

SPEAKER LOAD TOLERANCE 

AUDIBLE DISTORTION 

NOISE 

OVERALL COMPATIBILITY 

-
.. 
-
-
-

Continuous power output is up from 

40/65W into 8/4 Ohms to 50/85W, respec­

tively, while the output impedance remains 

a usefully low 0.015 Ohms. Don't be fooled 

by its slim casework. because the 4330 is 

capable of sustaining musical peaks up to 

71W, 136W and 248W (11.1A) into 8, 4 and 

2 Ohm loads with a massive 339 Watts 

(thars 18.4A) into 1 Ohm. This is powerful 

stuff and, though broadly in line with the 

model of two years ago (HFC 171 ), it does 

hold up even more impressively through SPECIFICATIONS 
he important 4-2 Ohm SPECIFICATION RATED 

region. Excellent toler- • Continuous Power Output 8 Ohms 40W 

ance of the most difficult • Distortion 20Hz-20kHz. IW/8 Ohms 0.05% 

speakers is assured. PMi • Input Sensitivity (CD/Aux) 400mV 

ACTUAL 

sow 

0.045% 

445mV 
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MEGATEST 

MARANTZ PM-68 

M 
arantz makes several 
ranges of amplifiers, 
often based on the 

same superstructure, as it 
were, but with different levels 
of hand-tweaking. They're sold 
under the SE or Kl Signature 
(the highest level) banners or, 
as here, in standard versions 
without any special suffix. 

The PM-68 is a powerful 
mid-market amplifier that sells for 
£300, which makes an interesting 
comparison with the PM-66, 
which offers little more than half 
the power, but in a much higher­
grade form, for £400 in Kl 

Signature trim, or for £230 as the 
SE- amplifiers that received Best 
Buy and Recommended status 
respectively in previous issues. 

As one of Marantz's larger and 
more powerful integrated amps, 
the PM-68 is an imposing product 
which weighs more than 12kg and 
is designed to deliver 95 Watts per 
channel into 8 Ohms, or 155 
Watts into 4 Ohms from its LDPS 
(Linear Drive Power Supply). 

There's no shortage of 
connection possibilities, with six 
line inputs (including two tape 
circuits), the ability to field two 
pairs of speakers singly or 
together, and a record selector 
that can be set to track the source 
selected for listening, or to copy 
from either tape input to the other. 

There is also a record off 
position, but the best way to 
optimise sound quality is to use 
the 'source direct' switch to bypass 
the tone, tape select and balance 
controls. Headphones can be 
connected, and the speaker 
terminals are 4mm binding posts. 

"The PM-68 is an 
imposing product 

which weighs more 
than 12kg and is 

designed to deliver 
95 Watts per 

channel into 8 
Ohms, or 155 Watts 

into 4 Ohms from 
its Linear Drive 
Power Supply." 

The PM-68 is supplied with a 
full system remote which even 
includes basic controls for Philips 
code-compatible TVs, which could 
make it a handy choice in a simple 
TV-inclusive system. 

SOUND QUALITY 

There were mixed feelings from 
the panel about this amp, but it 
was clear by the end of the 
sessions that it lacked consistency 
and its balance made listening 
hard work with at least some 
programme material. A degree of 

midband haziness and some loss 
of weight and focus were noted, 
along with a rather hard quality 
amounting, according to one, 
to 'shriekiness' with the Weber 
piece, in which the clarinet 
produces a sound particularly rich 
in high frequency harmonics. 

By contrast, one listener felt the 
bass was lacking in weight and 
drive, while by other accounts the 
bass was 'a bit heavy handed' 
(Prokofiev). The same listener felt 
orchestral strings were 'very warm', 
although on second hearing he 
described the amp as 'messy'. 

In separate hands-on testing, 
the Marantz did indeed sound a 
bit hard-nosed, with a prominent 
mid/top and a shallow, listless 
bass when used with extended 
bandwidth speakers. However, 
compact speakers (which tend to 
be less sensitive than big ones, 
and so are often prime candidates 
for amps such as this) performed 
rather more evenhandedly. Even 
at its best, though, the Marantz 
was less comfortable and organic 
than many, and the epithet 'hard 
work' seems about right. 

0 Marantz's Philips-compatible remote 

could be used in a TV-inclusive system. 

CONCLUSION 

The conclusion one is forced into 
on the evidence of the Marantz 
amplifiers we've looked at recently 
is that there is real benefit to be 
gained from the SE and Kl 

Signature enhancement 
programmes. Most of them have a 
certain warmth and grace- unlike 
the PM-68, which is alarmingly 
prosaic in performance. 
Next please.. AG 

VERDICT 

IN'W·· ooooo) 
1 :1111!·- 00000) 
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IQ ;l t3 - £299.90 ) 
® Big power, big features, but it's all 
achieved at the cost of subtlety and 
transparency. 
• TWO YEAR GUARANTEE 
181 Marantz Hi Fi UK Ltd , Kingsbridge House, 

Padbury Oaks, 575-583 Bath Road, Longford, 

Middlesex UB7 OEH 

lil (01753) 680868 

THE LAB REPORT HOW IT COMPARES 

T
his richly-biased amplifier runs very 

warm but, thanks to the generous 
enclosure and substantive heatsinking. this 

waste energy is circulated efficiently away. 
Nevertheless, I wouldn't advise that the 

PM-68 be cooped up in any sort of 'hi-li 

furniture', nor would it make an ideal 

repository for a CD player - unless, of 

course, you like your CDs well done. 

The high bias and compensation both 

lead to very low levels of distortion (typi­

cally less than 0.004 per cent) right across 

the audioband at IW/8 Ohm. The PM-68 is 
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also evidently free of crossover 'nasties'. 

Noise is moderate at -85d8 (re. lW/8 

Ohms, A-wtd) and the channel balance just 

acceptable at 1.3d8 over a 60d8 dynamic 
range. Separation, however, is truly excel­

lent- just like Marantz's CD players, in fact 

The + 7.3d8 kick at a viciously low 2.3Hz 

(and not, as suspected, a sample fault) is a 

real surprise, however, that appears prior 

to (what I assume is) a DC servo. 

This could cause problems with some 

reflex-loaded speakers, bearing in mind 
some music CDs have a relatively high 
sub-bassfDC contenl 

And power? Plenty on tap, including 

H
igh power here, but there's strong 
evidence of VI-limiting into low 

(sub-4 Ohm) loads increasing 
distortion quite markedly. With 8 
Ohm, but not necessarily sensitive 
speakers, the PM-68 will be right 
at home. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

DYNAMIC POWER OUTPUT 50'/o 

SPEAKER LOAD TOLERANCE -55% 

AUDIBLE DISTORTION 0% 

NOISE ·40'/o 

OVERALL COMPATIBILITY 9% 

SPECIFICATIONS 
130W on a continuous basis, building to SPECIFICATION RATED ACTUAL 
165W, 300W, 345W {13.1 A) and 169W {13A) 
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into8, 4, 2 and 1 Ohm loads under dynamic • Distortion 20Hz-20kHz, I W/ B Ohms 0.03% 0.004% 
conditions. PMi • Input Sensitivity (CD/Aux) ISOmV 200mV 



for truly dynamic music. 

Full bridge mode both channels. 

e Superior sound performance puts you in the audience. 

e At £495 who could hold a candle to it. 

Contact CEMAC for leaflets or to arrange a demonstration. 

lllere's No Need To Be 

For 

De Latest Cassandra 

Wilson albuml 
Can it get any better? The stum1ing 

On The Record 

\Vilson 's ba.111d new release, Travelling 
Miles is now in stock as a l80g deluxe 

gatefold sleeve tP with special bonus track 

Prancing (Ft·ancing) or as a CD 

packaged in a deluxe slip case. Cassandra 

\'Vilson shot to audiophiJe fame following 

the release of her second album, the 

critically acclaimed New Moon 
Daughter which is also available on CD 

and double LP 

Tbese two classics a re av<lilllble liS: 

Double Vinyl LP: 

CD: 
£20.95 

£15.95 

The UK's leading bi-monthly audiophile news letter is 

free to Hi-Fi Choice readers. Simply give us a eaU and 

we'll be glad tO forward the latest issue to you. 

� lifton 
CEMAC LTD 

Unit 7 Gentlemans Field, Ware, Herts SG12 OEF. England. 

Tel: 01920 464848 Fax: 01920 465416 



MEGATEST 

NAD C340 

T 
his is only the second 
NAD amplifier to 
use the 

impedance­
sensing circuit 
premiered with 
the C320, and is 
designed to deliver 
lots of current into 
low impedance loads 
without starving 
higher impedance 
loudspeakers of voltage 
drive. The amplifier measures the 
electrical parameters of the load, 
and switches secondary windings 
on the main transformer to suit. 
Earlier generations of NAD amps 
performed the same trick 
manually. The circuit employs long 
time constants to avoid unwanted 
hunting between the two states. 

NAD doesn't spell it out quite 
like this, but the benefit is primarily 
cost-related. To deliver the same 
power into all kinds of load would 
otherwise mean a much bigger 
power supply, which would be 
bound to cost considerably more. 
Note the silent 'you' between 
'cost' and 'considerably'. 

Other design features include a 
quality motorised volume pot and 
lower levels of feedback than NAD 
normally employs- and it claims 
to use less than most anyway. 
The preamp output and main 
amp input are connected by 
removable links and switchable 
soft clipping is included, both 
standard NAD features. 

The speaker relays are of a new 
type said to offer a longer lifespan 
than previous models, and some 
external components are of 
somewhat better quality according 

to NAD, including a thicker alu­
minium front panel and chassis, 
but the (340 case still feels rather 
rattly and insubstantial to us. 

A system remote control is 
included and rear panel system 
link sockets are provided for use 
with other NAD components. 
Native controls include tone and 
tone defeat and a set of input 
selectors. 

SOUND QUALITY 
The C340 worked very well in 
combination with some obscenely 
expensive loudspeakers-not just 
the test Wilson benesch model, 
but also a more electrically 
punishing (if less aurally revealing) 
model from Eggleston Works. 

With these speakers and others 
the NAD was capable of strutting 
its stuff, often at quite high 
volumes, without any sense of 
aural strain and with no apparent 
danger of overheating. 

it should be said that the ability 
to cope electrically and to make 
music are two quite different skills, 
and the NAD's ability in the music 
stakes is of a very particular kind, 
best summed up by one panel 
member who noted that it was 

'The NAD was 
capable of strutting 

its stuff, often at 
quite high volumes, 

without any sense 
of aural strain.' 

'by no means a high resolution 
amplifier' and that it steered 'a 
safe [musical] path'. His sum-up 
remarks were to the effect that the 
NAD sounded 'quite musical and 
enjoyable, but not special'. 

This represents pretty much 
the consensus and is precisely in 
tune with the hands-on listening, 
which showed the NAD to be 
consistently easy and smooth, 
with a real feeling for image depth 

-there seems to be JUSt a subtle 
hint of excess in the upper bass 
and an equally subtle suggestion 
of HF roll-off-but lacking a little in 
bite and dynamics. 

There were some remarks from 
the panel about occasional 
sibilance and hardness with voice, 
but they were occasional and did 
little to spoil the party. 

0 The C340 is consistently smooth, 

with a real feeling for image depth. 

CONCLUSION 
The C340 is another clear success 
for NAD, but this isn't an amplifier 
for everyman. The emphasis here 
is absolutely on its train-like ability 
to cope with just about any kind 
of load, and when playing music 
it is the comfort factor that comes 
across, which is no bad thing for 
an amplifier destined for use 
with moderately priced source 
components and speakers. 
Recommended. AG 

VERDIO 

I'N'W·· 00000) 
l:llll!· .. 00000) 
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� 
� The short story is that this is a higher 
power version of the 020, reviewed 
possim, and it has inore of the same 
strengths, being esSentially unburstable 
and euphonic. 

• TWO YEAR Gl!ARANTEE 
181 The Audio Club, 15 Faraday Road, 

Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 3RY. 

m (01296) 482017 

THE LAB REPORT HOW IT COMPARES 

M
easured, as auditioned, in 'Soft-Clip' 

mode, the C340 really does avoid the 

abrupt descent into distortion as the amp's 

output attempts to exceed the maximum 

voltage available from its rails. Instead, 

distortion slowly creeps up from 0.1 per 

cent at SSW/8 Ohms to 0.5 per cent at 65W 

and, finally, 1 per cent at 68W/8 Ohms. 

This gives the impression of the Cl40 

being more powerful, and perhaps more 

capable, than it really is, though with 86W, 

t69W and liOW {12.5A) available into 8, 

4 and 2 Ohm loads under music-like 

conditions, ifll rarely get into trouble. 

"����i.�i�:: .. 
• I ........_, .a 

The dynamic output stops at 174W into 

I Ohm as the C340's protection circuitry 

cuts in at 13.2A. 

Distortion is low and very consistent at 

0.005 per cent through much of its dynamic 

range and across the full 20Hz-20kHz audio 

spectrum. Channel balance is excellent but 

input overload margins are only moderate 

at 5.6V. But noise is exceptionally low at 

-93dB {re. IW/8 Ohms). This is some IOdB 

lower than many other amplifiers in this test 
and while technically impressive may actu­

ally serve to expose any rough-sounding RFI 

in unsympathetic systems and listening 

I Q H .:> 

. ' : .a-41 . 

environments {despite compliance with 

EMC regulations). This observation was 

made with Yamaha' s AX-392 although, 

in other respects, the two amplifiers are 

quite different PMi 
�-��� ·���·�� Q ·� � . . - · -
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Not as load tolerant as the Creek, 
for example, although the 

intervention of 'soft-clipping' ensures 
the amplifier sounds as if it's coping as 
gracefully as possible. Very low noise 
might expose a susceptibility to RFI in 
some instances. 

0 ) DYNAMIC POWER OUTPUT 

2 SPEAKER LOAD TOLERANCE 

) AUDIBLE DISTORTION 0 
a 
0 

NOISE 

OVERALL COMPATIBILITY 

SPECIFICATION 

IlD 
IlD 
.. 
-
-

SPECIFICATIONS 
RATED 

• Continuous Power Output, 8 Ohms sow 
• Distortion 20Hz-20kHz. IW/8 Ohms 0.03% 
• Input Sensitivity (CD/ Aux) Not Given 

ACTUAL 

62W 
0.005% -- -
297mV 



PIONEER A-607R 

T
he A-607R has a busy front 
panel with an almost 
symmetrical 

control layout - a 
volume control is at the 
centre and there are a 
number of rotaries to 
take care of bass, treble, 
balance and source 
seledion on each side. 

Additional switching 
controls two pairs of 
speakers, the loudness 
circuit, tape monitoring, 
record seledion (CD, tuner, 
source and off, which gives a 
noticeable improvement in sound 
quality), muting and dired, to 
bypass the tone, loudness and 
balance circuits. The controls are 
accompanied by enough LED tell­
tales to turn night into day. Almost. 

Design highlights include the 
use of a toroidal transformer 
(unusual in a chunky mainstream 
design such as this) and individual 
heatsink extrusions for each 
output power device to avoid high 
frequency linkage. There are also a 
number of features designed to 
reduce power consumption in 
stand by ( 1 Watt) and in operating 
modes (such as a 'silent' control 
microprocessor, local off circuits 
for tone and phono inputs and the 
use of S-MOS logic devices, which 
operate without a base current, 
instead of digital transistors). 

Intriguingly, although Pioneer 
doesn't make the connedion in its 
literature, each of these fadors 
ought to enhance sound quality. 
The main technical thrust of the 
amp, however, is the use of adive 
devices called HEX power 
MOSFETS in the output stage 

which, compared with normal 
MOSFETs, are claimed to offer a 
lower output impedance across a 
wider bandwidth, giving a better 
damping fador charaderistic and 
improved linearity. 

The screw-down speaker 
terminals fitted are not designed 
for 4mm plugs. The amplifier can 
be patched into a Pioneer system 
and the basic features controlled 
by the simple system handset. 

SOUND QUALITY 
One of the joys of reviewing high­
fidelity components is having your 
expedations confounded. The 
A-605R, the A-607R's younger 
brother, was only modestly 
successful in previous tests, but 
the A-607R turned out to be more 
than just a chip off the old black. 

'I liked this one a lot. The Claire 
Martin track has a great sense of 
ease about it, and it really came 
across well, sleazy and relaxed as 
it should be, and with lots of 
detail,' said one panellist. Another 
agreed: 'it's very atmospheric, with 
lots of detail. .. I particularly liked 
the imaging, which is very open to 
me and atmospheric: 

'The Pioneer is 
more than just well 

equipped, it also 
has authority, focus, 

good rhy tlunic 
drive and a strong 

sense of detail.' 

The Pioneer's ability to conjure 
detail from the groove also 
attraded admiring comment, 
such as 'a nice sense of detail' 
(Prokofiev), although this might 
have been partly an artefad 
encouraged by a perceptibly 
bright tonal balance. 

'it's not the kind of brightness 
that makes you want to cover your 
ears,' as one remarked. And on 
the Weber piece: 'it's qualitatively 
different to others amplifiers, 
rather like taking a veil away' ... 
where the track starts off as an 
unaccompanied vocal in a small 
studio acoustic, and then brings in 
changes filtering and special 
effeds when the wham-bang 
stuff begins, it really sounds as 
the producer must have wanted 
it this way: 

MEGATEST 

0 The Pioneer A-607R turned out to be 

more than just a chip off the old block. 

CONCLUSION 
The Pioneer is more than just 
well/over-well equipped (delete 
as appropriate) and high-tech, it 
also has authority, focus and good 
rhythmic drive, along with a strong 
sense of detail. 

lt remains a little ragged 
compared with amplifiers like the 
ultra-accomplished Arcam Alpha 
8R, but the clincher is attradive 
pricing and a high power yield. 
Recommended. AG 

VERDICT 
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� A dear improvement on the A-605R. 

this is punchy, articulate and balanced on 

the forward, bright side of neutral. 

• ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 
181 Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) Ltd, Pioneer 

House, Hollybush Hill, Stoke Pages, Slough, 

Berks SL2 4QP. 

w (01753) 789789 

THE LAB REPORT HOW IT COMPARES 

L
ike others of its ilk. this is another very does limit the amplifier's current output to 

well-built and ostensibly compatible around ll.SA into loudspeaker loads lower 

design. Importantly, though, some SOW is than 4 Ohms. This amounts to about lOOW 

available under continuous conditions into into 2 Ohms and 160W into 1 Ohm under 

8 Ohms, this increases by a healthy +2.6dB dynamic conditions - enough for most 

to 14SW into 4 Ohms, suggesting Pioneer 

has specified a very 'stiff power supply. 

A maximum +ldB increase is possible, 

in theory. The corollary of this, in practice, 

is less dynamic headroom than might 

otherwise be anticipated. Hence, some 

95W/180W is produced under dynamic 

conditions into 8/4 Ohms, respectively. 

However, Pioneer's electronic protection 

--�-, ' I_! j �• \ 

musical instances, I'd suggest! 

Otherwise, distortion increases from a 

low 0.003 per cent through midband fre­

quencies to 0.06 per cent at high, treble fre­

quencies. Noise is better than average at 

·89dB (re. IW/8 Ohms), though 'average' 

for this group of unusually low-noise 

designs! Chunky, low-resistance cables are 

recommended to benefit from the A·607's 

-
- � -

low 0.03 Ohm output impedance 

which, in turn, renders the amp less 

susceptible to the peaks and troughs 

of the speaker's impedance trend 

(see Oasis, HFC 177). PMi 
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There is nothing here to explain why 
I the A·607R should out-perform its 

rivals but. conversely, neither does it 
suffer any damning compromise. 
Perhaps the 'stiff power supply is a 
potent ingredient in Pioneer's mix. 

0 
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DYNAMIC POWER OUTPUT 

SPEAKER LOAD TOLERANCE 

AUDIBLE DISTORTION 

NOISE 

OVERALL COMPATIBILITY 

.. 
-
-
-
-

SPECIFICATIONS 
SPECIFICATION RATED ACTUAL 

• Continuous Power Output. 8 Ohms 60W BOW 

• Distortion 20Hz-20kHz. lW/8 Ohms 0.05% 0.06% 
• Input Sensitivity (CD/ Aux) 200mV 260mV 
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MEGATEST 

ARCAM Alpha BR 

I
t's often more instructive to 
examine an amplifier from the 
back rather than the front, and 

the Alpha 8R is a case in point. 
Features include two sets of BFA 
speaker connectors, one of which 
is permanently connected and the 
other switchable. Another unusual 
item is a switch adjacent to the 
ph ono input which can be used to 
turn it into a line level input. 

Best of all is a switch labelled 
'processor/normal'. This operates 
with the AV/DVD input, converting 
it from a standard input into one 
that operates at fixed gain, and is 
intended to benefit those with AV 
systems, allowing the Alpha SR to 
act as a slave main channel amp 
without the need to reset the 
input gain each time it's used. 

From the front, the Alpha 8R 
looks just like most other recent 
Arcam hi-fi hardware, although 
there have been subtle detail 
improvements over the years. If it 
doesn't look exactly classy, the 8R 
does look well balanced and 
reasonably attractive. 

Features include a five position 
rotary input selector, tape monitor 
switch, bass, treble and balance 
controls along with a direct switch 

·� switch labelled 
'processor/normal' 
operates with the 

AV/DVD input, 
converting it from 
a standard input 

into one that 
operates at flxed 

gain and is meant 
to benefit those 

with AV systems." 

that bypasses the last three and 
delivers a small but significant 
improvement in sound quality. 

Improvements to the 8R over 
the earlier Alpha 8 include an 
enhanced power supply, although 
the same toroidal transformer is 
specified, along with a higher 
grade volume control, still from 
Alps. Oh, and the Alpha 8P comes 
with a palm-sized remote control 
handset with just three buttons: 
volume up, down and mute. 

SOUND QUALITY 

All tests were conducted with the 
tone controls bypassed and using 
the unswitched speaker outlet. 

1 ne panel clearly liked this amp. 'A 
subtle and communicative amp,' 
opined one, and this turned out to 
be almost the universal view. 
'Clear, detailed and focused ... light, 
airy and spacious,' (Weber) and 
'three dimensional, with rich tonal 
colours,' (Prokofiev) were other 
views, and there is a sheaf of 
other similar comments. 

There were some criticisms -
of a suggestion of sibilance in the 
Claire Martin track, for example­
but then, she does seem to be 
singing with the microphone 
stuffed deep inside her throat, and 
the Arcam may simply have been 
telling the truth. There were also 
some complaints about some 
hardness with some material, but 
they were not consistent enough 
to be a significant factor. 

No such complaints arose in the 
hands-on tests, which simply 
served to underline the Arcam's 
overall strengths- in particular, its 
strong resolving power and almost 
architectural solidity and sound­
stage presence. These remained 
consistent factors with the full set 
of test loudspeakers, implying that 
it is comparatively insensitive to 
the nature of the load. 

CONCLUSION 

lt doesn't always happen, but in 
many of the group test sessions 
there are products that simply 
stand out head and shoulders 
above the crowd. Recently we had 
one such gem with a Sony CD 
player, and in the Arcam 8R we 
have another. 

Arcam doesn't claim to have 
done a great deal to improve this 
model over its predecessor, but 
seems confident that that little 
went a long way, and this certainly 
seems well justified in our tests. 
An easy Best Buy. AG 

VERDICT 

J'NIW •• 00000) 
1:1111! ... 00000) 
1@!11- 00000) 
� 
� A dear improvement on previous 

generations of Artam amplification, this 

drives anything short of the 12:15 from 

Paddington with conviction and flair. 

• TWO YEAR GUARANTEE 
181 A&R Cambridge Ltd, Pembroke Avenue, 

Denny Industrial Centre, Waterbeach, 

Cambridge CBS 9PB 

w (01223) 440964 

THE LAB REPORT HOW IT COMPARES 

I 
n the two-and-a-half years since we 

tested Arcam's original Alpha 8 (HFC 

162), its designers have added a remote 

control and tickled-up the small-signal 

circuitry in a bid to improve sound quality. 

In practice, PCB revisions have worsened 

stereo separation (66dB from SldB at 1kHz) 

and, despite the improved volume control, 

far worse channel bolance errors of 3.5dB 

at -60dB. On the other hand, distortion has 

decreased by about SdB across the audio­

band, even if there's still a significant dif­

ference (0.002 to 0.06 per cent) from 

midband to high, treble frequencies.  

Interestingly, its 5/N ratio has actually 

decreased from 88dB to 85dB in this 

instance and may tend to blanket any RFI 

that might otherwise harden its sound. 

The BR remains very powerful indeed, 

offering some 95W, 170W, 275W (11.7A) 

into B, 4 and 2 Ohm and a full 405W (or 

20.2A for 10msec, 22.2A for SmsecQ into 

momentary loads of just 1 Ohm without 

any sign of strain. But under continuous 

conditions, the BR's electronic protection 

will kick in if HF power exceeds 60-65W, 

shutting the amp down. Excellent compat­

ibility with different speakers is assured, 

while the 17kohm input load 

faced by partnering CD 

A 
ream has 're-voiced' its BR by 
altering the balance of noise and 

distortion without undermining its 
generous reserves of power. All in all, 
the BR is the amplifier the Alpha B 
should always have been ... 
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DYNAMIC POWER OUTPUT ·ID% 

SPEAKER LOAD TOLERANCE ' SS'Io 

AUDIBLE DISTORnON ·10% 

NOISE ·5'/o 

OVERALL COMPAnBILITY IS'Io 

SPECIFICATIONS 

SPECIFICATION RATED 
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players isn't as severe • Continuous Power Output. 8 Ohms sow 

as the 14kohm specified • Distortion 20Hz-20kHz, IW/8 Ohms 0.01'111 

ACTUAL 

65W 

0.06'1\1 



Who says ... 

... vinyl's dead? 

Amazon 

ARS Acoustica 

ATC 

Audible Illusions 

Audio Physic 

Audio Synthesis 

Avantgarde 

CAT 

Clearaudio 

DNM 

EAR. Yoshino 

Eggleston Works 

Electrocompaniet 

Final 

Graham 

Helios 

JM Lab 

Living Voice 

March 

Musical Fidelity 

MVL 

Note Perfect 

Nordost 

Ortofon 

Plinius 

Rega 

Simon Yorke Designs 

Stax 

Sugden 

Transfiguration 

Trilogy 

Van den Hul 

Yamamura Churchill 

Little Note from Les & Pete: We've been told to mention ourselves in 

the ad. Done! Oh; just one more thing. You'll never be disappointed 

with a Walrus system. Try us and see. 

Walrus Systems 

11 New Quebec St., London W1 0171 724 7224 

lax: 0171 724 4347 e-mail: mail@walrus.co.uk web: www.walrus.co.uk 

The quality and performance of our 

precision pick-up arms and turntables has been 

acknowledged with over twenty national and international 

awards. Illustrated is the 3-speed Model 20/2A, the last turntable 

you will ever need to buy! This comes equipped with the acclaimed Series V, 
'the best pick-up in the world' and can enable you to realise, perhaps for the first 

time, the full potential of your conventional record collection. Our arms and turntables cover 

a wide range of applications. Please ask us to send you details: 

SME LIMITED 

Tel: 01903-814321 

• STEYNING • SUSSEX 

• Fax: 01903-814269 

• BN44 3GY • ENGLAND 



Accuphase- A.T.C. 
Audio Analogue 

Basis-B.A.T.- BKS 

Classe - Clearaudio - DCS 

Electrocompaniet -Fanfare - Helios 

Magneplanar -Mirage -Monrio - Nagra -Passlabs -Piinius - Opera 

Ortofon - Rockport- Sirius-Sudgen- Unison Research V.P.I. 

We offer music lovers the chance to increase your enjoyment 
of music. Objective advice, comfortable, listening rooms, 

home demostrations, free installations, exceptional customer 
service, and some of the worlds finest equipment. 

For an appointment Day or Evening call High Wycombe 01494 865829 

It costs the same to get it right 
as it does to get it wrong 

At the Listening Rooms, we pride 
ourselves on matching your needs with 
exactly the right equipment, whatever 
your budget, and because we only stock 
the best, that's what you'll get. 

What you'll also get is sound 
professional advice and a chance to relax 
and listen to some of the world's finest 
Hi-Fi equipment. 

35 years combined experience. 
Two Fully equipped listening rooms. 

Home installation service. 
Multi-room design and installation. 
2 years Pans and Labour guaranree. 

Home cinema surround-sound 
Expon and Credit facilities. 

0% FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS 

• ACOUffiC ENERGY • ARCAM • AUDIO RESEARCH 

• AUDIOLAB • AURA • BOSE • • CELESTION • COPLAND 

• CYRUS • DENON • EPOS • HARMAN KARDON 

• JBL • KEF • KRELL • LINN • MARANTZ 
• MARTIN LOGAN • MERIDIAN • MICHELL • MICROMEGA 

• MISSION • MONITOR AUDIO • MUSIC FIDELITY X SERIES 

• NEAT PETITE • PINK TRIANGLE • PIONEER • I'ROAC 

• QUAD • REL • ROGERS • SME • SONUS FABER 

• STAX • THETA • Wll.SON AUDIO • YAMAHA • 

�;-]; listenin 
_�room 

161 Old Brompron Rd. London SW5 OL). 
Tel: 0171-244 7750/59. Fax: 0171-370 0192 

Monday - Saturday 1 Oam - Gpm. 
Nearest Tube: South Kensington or Gloucester Road 

The new TCwoo is an amazing multi-system remote 
controller. developed in conjunction with Microsoft and 
designed for supreme ease of use.lt comes complete with a serial cable 
to connect it to your PC. and Windows S<lftware that lets you customise 
the keys and layout to your exact needs. Once set up. any member of 
your family should be able to use it to navigate your AV system, 
however complex. A unique 'scroll wheel' combined with a backlit touch sensitive screen make 
operation Capable of controlling up to >S devices with full macro activity support, the 
TC1ooo , but is truly a thing of beauty. Order code [TC1ooo) £295.00 (IN STOCK!) 

LEADS AND CABLES just a selection from our vast range 
If you need leads you need our free catalogue! 

STERUNG 
CABlES 

The first range of AV leads produced specifically for home 
cinema applications, featuring gold plated end connectors 
and oxygen-free copper cable for oudio, low loss co-ax 
cable for video. Other lengths available. 

End connector combinations lengths 0.75m 1.5m 3m sm 

1 phono plug /1 phono plug (AC3) 

2 phono plugs /2 phono plugs 

3 phono plugs /3 phono plugs 

S·VHS plug / S·VHS plug 

Scart plug I scar! plug 

Scart plug I 3 phono plugs 
(switchable in/out of se art) 

Scart plug /6 phono plugs 

[SG11] [SG12] [SG13] [SG14] 
£9.99 £12.9.9 £15.99 £19.99 
[SG21] [SG22) [SG23l [SG24] 
£9·99 £12.99 £15.99 £19-99 
[SG31] [SG32] [SG33] [SG34J 
£12.99 £15.99 £19.99 £24.99 
[SG41] [SG42] [SG43] [SG44J 
£9-99 £12.99 £15-9.9 £19-99 
[SG51] [SG52] [SG53l [SG54] 
£12.99 £15.99 £1.9.9.9 £24.99 
[SG6tl [SG62] [SG63] [SG64] 
£12.99 £15.99 £19.99 £24.99 
[SG71[ [SG72] [SG73] )SG74] 
ft5-99 £19.99 £24-99 £29-99 

Scart plug I S·VHS plug+ 2 phono plugs, [SGStj )SG82] [SG83) )SG84) 
signal out of scart £15.99 £19.99 £24.99 £29.99 

Scar! plug I S·VHS plug+ 2 phono plugs, [SG81Aj [SG82A] [SG83A) [SG84A) 
signal into scart £ts ,99 £19.99 £24.99 £29.99 

tom 

[SG45l 
£24-99 
[SGssl 
£<!).99 

*** High specification custom cables made to order in any length*** 

Firewire IEE1394 cables t-&��o-
4 pin to 4 pin 2.om [KLFW1j £34.99 4 pin to 6 pin 2.om [KLFW3] £34.99 
4 pin to 4 pin 4.5m [KLFW2j £44.99 4 pin to 6 pin 4.sm [KLFW4l £44.99 

Optical leads 

� .::J--Q=o 

Toslink connector to 

3.smm (Minidisc) plug 

1.om [KLD011j £9.99 

1.5m [KLD01j £12.99 

2.5m [KLD0125] £14-99 

s.om [KLD015] £19.99 

�<J-�� 
Tosllnk connector to 

toslink connector 

t.om [KLD021] £9.99 

2.sm [KLD0225] £14.99 

s.om [KLD025] £19.99 

o=CJ--Q=o 

3.smm (Minidisc) plug to 

3.smm (Minidisc) plug 

1.om JKLD03t] £9.99 

2.5m [KLD0325] £14.99 

MARANTZ RC2000 Mk2 SUPER REMOTE 
This is the business- just look at the spec: • Controls up to 10 devices 

• Each device can be renamed • 32 direct function keys per device, all of which 
can be renamed • Four programmable macros with up to 20 steps each 

• Auto backlit display and keys with adjustable time on setting 
• Direct cursor control for on-screen displays (ideal for digital satellite etc) 

• BES 1e·.·1 h ·e, ··ui rev1ew u: www.h rne• ineP1achoice. ·orn 
Order code [MRC20002[ Keene special price just £144.99 
ThiS� is a 'learning' remote- you will need your original remotes to 'teach' it with 

'ANGEL' remote control 
Superb multi-functional remote control. Complete 
learning mode operation ensures full compatibility 
with all devices. Massive LCD touch screen, back lit 
when dark, provides custom key layout for different 
devices. Supports macro commands. Fantastic 
home cinema companion. this is the king of multi­
device remotes. Order code [ANGEL) £79.99 

Order by telephone any time. No answering machines , speak to 
real people 24 hours a day, 365 days a year (technical & customer service calls 
9.00- 5.30 Monday- Saturday only) 

MAIL ORDER 
WAREHOUSE 

AND SHOWROOM 
CALLERS WELCOME 
9.0o-5.30 MON-SAT 



AMPLIFIERS £301-£401 MEGATEST 

EDMUND AUDIO ESilO 

E 
dmund Audio is an off­
shoot of the REL sub­
woofer brand run 

by Anthony L ord, son 
of REL's founder, 
John, and the 
ESilO is its 
first product. 
Aimed at the 
no-nonsense 
audiophile-on-a­
budget end of 
the market, there 
aren't a lot of toys to play with -
just a handful of inputs, a volume 
control, two pairs of speaker 
terminals, a mono switch (almost 
unheard of these days) and a 
mute switch. Round on side two 
you'll find a power amp input. 

The two sets of speaker outputs 
aren't equipped with switching, so 
what are they for' Simple: they 
can be used to connect two sets 
of standard monowire speaker 
cables for bi-wiring purposes . 
Alternatively, one set could be 
used to connect a subwoofer. 

REL recommends connecting its 
subwoofers using loudspeaker 
connections. it's true that normal 
4mm binding posts can normally 
be persuaded to accept two sets 
of cables at a time, but Edmund 
has chosen to fit touch-proof flush 
mount sockets, which don't have 
this flexibility. 

The input arrangements are 
equally worthy of note. The test 
sample was fitted with six line 
inputs, including a tape monitor 
circuit, but the ESil 0 is available 
to order at the same price with a 
phono input in place of one of 
the line inputs. lt can also be 
specified with a black fascia 

"The ESilO is 
conventionally 

constructed, but it 
uses thick panels 

and feels extremely 
solid. The power 

supply appears well 
endowed, which 
helps justify the 

claimed 85 

Watt/channel 
output." 

instead of the nice shiny chrome 
finish supplied here. 

The ESil 0 is conventionally 
constructed, but it uses thick 
panels and feels extremely solid. 
The power supply appears well 
endowed, which helps justify the 
claimed 85 Watt/channel power 
output, and the power amplifier 
itself is bipolar, presumably with 
plenty of standing current judging 
by the fact that it runs warm. 

SOUND QUALITY 

In two separate presentations to 
the panel, the ESil 0 was greeted 
unenthusiastically on the whole. 

• 
EDMUND 

On the first hearing, one listener 
described the Paula Cole track as 
sounding 'warm but slightly dry 
and grainy' and complained that 
the balance was 'soft-centred' and 
'lacking in slam' in a track that lives 
and dies by this quality. Another 
wrote similarly that he felt rather 
'disengaged' listening through this 
amplifier, and also described the 
sound as 'thin'. 

The second presentation 
redressed the balance to a degree, 
although one confessed to not 
liking the sound much, but being 
'unable to put [his] finger on why'. 
Another compared the Edmund 
Audio amp to a Harry Enfield 
character- 'nice but dim' -
commenting further that it was 
'slow, soft around the edges and, 
at the end of the day, easily 
forgotten'. He also felt it was 'not a 
patch' on the Arcam Alpha SP, the 
(unidentified) amp that preceded 
it in the test run referred to. 

I've had experience with two 
samples of this amp, and am a 
little more enthusiastic than the 
panel. but there is no doubt that 
it's a little too characterful for its 
own good in some surroundings 
and that can sound a bit dull and 

0 The ESIIO can be specified with a 

black fascia instead of the chrome here. 

grainy, although keeping the 
amplifier constantly under power 
helps oil the wheels. 

CONCLUSION 

The ESil 0 is a good first product 
even though it looks rather home 
made, but on this showing it 
needs to pull a little more from 
the hat before it equals the best. 
At the moment it lacks brilliance, 
refinement and perhaps subtlety, 
but its honest engineering is 
mirrored in a solid and 
fundamentally musical sound. AG 

VERDICT 

JNIW·· 00000) 
1:1111! ... 00000) 
lf/:1111 - 00000) 
� 
� New straight line amp from the house 

of REL is a fundamentally decent if 

unexciting performer. 

• TWO YEAR GUARANTEE 

CBI Edmund Audio, North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 
m (01656) 768777 

THE LAB REPORT HOW IT COMPARES 

A
lthough this amplifier's power output 

is rather generally specified as '21 V 

into 8ohm or 85W, its practical capacity is 

closer to 78W (20Hz-20kHz) with just one 

channel driven. Anyway, 21 Vrms across 8 

Ohms yields 55W not 85W, an unfortunate 

miscalculation that rather undermines my 

confidence. Still, under dynamic conditions, 

there's 105W, 165W, 158W (8.9A) and 

103W ( 10.2A) available into 8, 4, 2 and 1 

Ohm loads, respectively. 

However, up to about 60W or so, there's 

also an increase in distortion of around 

10dB between 8, 4, 2 and 1 Ohm load con­

ditions. Beyond 60W output. the effects of 

VI-limiting become even more obvious and 

distortion climbs steadily away until reach­

ing 1 per cent at the values quoted above. 

Contrast this with Arcam' s Alpha BR, for 

example, that maintains a low (typically 

0.01 per cent) distortion regardless of load 

or output until it dips 'for real'. 

Distortion is also an issue at low signal 

levels through, presumably, crossover 

effects that cause a rash of odd-order 

harmonics that increase from 0.02 per cent 

at 1kHz to 0.3 per cent at 20kHz. This is at 

the cruciallW/8 Ohms power level where 

most amplifiers are 'ticking-over' with sen­

sitive loudspeakers. All things considered, 

-- . these issues most likely explain 

the less nattering remarks 

made by Alvin's listening 

panel. PMi 

- - - - - ..::: =_ -:.._- - " 

o o o o o o o o· w 

,...., ,...., f"' <> fl O n C'I - ;f� tJ 
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I n this instance, the barchart really 
does tell it all, for the Edmund is 

dearly out-classed by its rivals in 
this test group. 

Time was when such oversights 
might be forgiven. But in today's 
market? Not a chance. 

DYNAMIC POWER OUWUT 

SPEAKER LOAD TOLERANCE 

AUDIBLE DISTORnDN 

NOISE 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 ) OVERALL COMPATIBILITY 

.. 

ID 

.. 
.. 
.. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

SPECIFICATION RATED 

• Continuous Power Output. 8 Ohms 85W 

• Distortion 20Hz-20kHz, IW/8 Ohms O.Ol% 
• Input Sensitivity (CD/Aux) 2DDmV 

ACTUAL 

78W 

0.3% 
22BmV 
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MEGA TEST 

MYRYADT-40 

F 
ram humble beginnings, 
Myryad's affordable T 
series now 

stretches to four 
products- a 
tuner, a CD 
player, a power 
amplifier and the 
T-40 integrated 

• 
amplifier tested 
here. Bi-amping is 
possible with the T-
40 and a matching 

-
MYRYAD 

power amp, and multi-room 
applications are also listed in the 
Myryad literature. 

The T-40 is a neatly turned-out 
design, with six inputs selectable 
by a row of light-touch buttons 
with LED telltales. Two are tape 
selectors, and of these one 
supports tape monitoring. Balance 
and volume controls and a 
headphone socket complete the 
front panel furniture. 

Around the back, you'll find all 
gold-plated circuitry and brass 
4mm binding posts, and a dual­
purpose input: the phono input 
can be switched to line operation, 
an idea similar in principle to the 
Arcam Alpha 8R, except Myryad 
has separate ph ono input sockets 
for the two settings, which means 
the two could remain connected 
simultaneously, although they still 
need to be switched manually on 
the back panel. 

Build quality and presentation 
of this amplifier are notably good. 
The panelwork is a little thicker 
and less rattly than with some of 
the Myryad's competition, a meaty 
toroidal transformer can be seen 
through the ventilation slats, and 
the fascia is a quality aluminium 

a m p \I I I e r  

• 

"Build quality and 
presentation are 

notably good. The 
controls have a 

good operational 
feel and clean 

panel graphics." 

extrusion, while the controls have 
a good operational feel and clean 
panel graphics, all of which help 
reinforce the basic proposition -
that here is a quality product. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Ultimately our panel felt that the 
Myryad T-40 is a rather ordinary 
sounding amplifier. 'it's difficult to 
rate, but clearly sounds muddled 
and uninteresting .. [with a] harsh, 
nasal edge, and generally below 
par compared with the [Arcam 
and the Edmund] that preceded it 
on this test run'. 

'lt sounds unengaging and 
brash, with no shine or brilliance,' 
was a typical comment, while 
another panellist felt the bass a 
little 'soft and undefined', giving a 
'veiled effect' overall. 

• • • • • 

• • • • • • 

'Competent but no better' was 
another sum-up, while in a 
subsequent presentation one 
panel member concluded that 
although the Myryad does little to 
actively draw the listener in, he felt 
the amp was competent in the 
sense that its 'sins are of omission 
rather than commission'. 

In the hands-on tests, the 
Myryad seemed reluctant to go for 
it. The amp sounded basically 
decent, but failed to lend sufficient 
gravitas or to drive the music hard 
enough when called for, and for 
this reason it ultimately failed to 
stir the juices. 

There are times when music 
should sound dangerous - indeed 
the Paula Cole test track has just 
such moments - and here the T-
40 failed to deliver. 

Similarly, the superbly recorded 
Weber clarinet quintet highlighted 
a lack of the fine resolving power 
and clean articulation necessary to 
make it sing. 

There were some more tangible 
failings, in particular a rather thin 
bass line and a slightly granular 
sound, lacking in sweetness. lt 
also seemed a little breathless 
when used at high volume levels: 

0 The Myryad T-40: sensibly equipped, 

parti(ularly well built and presented. 

this is by no means the most 
powerful amplifier on test. 

CONCLUSION 
There isn't a lot wrong with this 
amplifier other than a slight lack of 
refinement in certain areas, and a 
price tag that puts it up against 
some quite impressive machinery 
from other quarters. 

That said, it's sensibly equipped 
and particularly well built and 
presented- and don't forget it's 
part of an attractive series of 
matching components. AG 

VERDICT 

Ji•liW·· 00000) 
l:illl!· .. 00000) 
lf41!1!- 00000) 
� 
� Well presented amplifier that laru a 

little polish. gravitas and drive. 

• THREE YEAR GUARANTEE 

IBI Myryad Systems Ltd, 2 Pipers Wood, 

Waterberry Drive, Waterlooville, Hants P07 7SU 

lil (01705) 265508 

THE LAB REPORT HOW IT COMPARES 

M 
yryad's spec:ifi(ation for the T-40 is 

very (Onservative. Its sow power 

rating is easily ex(eeded by the 70W pos­

sible in pram(e, while some 90W, 155W, 

llOW (10.7 A) and 262W (16.2A) is available 

under dynami( (musk-like) (Onditions into 

8, 4, 2 and I Ohm loads, respedively. So, 

while the T-40 isn't as lusty as Ar£am's BR. 

ifs sufficiently tolerant of diffkult speak­

ers to not limit your (hOi(e. The 0.03 Ohm 

output impedan(e also provides immunity 

against dips in the speaker's HF impedan(e 

trend, provided you employ a similarly low 

resistan(e speaker (able. 

. This, the low 0.002 per (ent midband dis­

tortion and the low -89dB noise (re lW/ 

8 Ohms, A-wtd) all point to moderate-to­

high levels of (Ompensation at work in the 

T -40 though, as we discussed in Oasis in 

issue 190, the use of feedba(k need not 

n«essarily (Ompromise sound quality. 

The rest of the design takes a similar 'belt 
and bra(es' approach, offering good stereo 

separation, a mannel balaoce of o. 7dB over 

a 60dB range and a healthy 12Vinput over­

load margin to cope with the most extreme 

of CD players. DC offsets are low and the 

amplifier provides good immunity from the 

ges ofRFI. 

A te(hni(al SU((eSS 

...... - . ___:-:::::_-__ � then, if not a subjemve hit 

', ', � .; ', � ; -� � � �_SJ--�� � . .:;;.: i>.�A 
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with Alvin's colleagues on 

the listening panel. PMi 

T
he Myryad and Ar£am amplifiers 
are both signifi(antly more tolerant 

of diffi(ult speakers in the 'real world', 
despite their apparently offering 
slightly less power into 8 Ohms. 
Su(h simple spe(S should be viewed 
with (are! 

0 

0 

0 

a 

0 

DYNAMIC POWER OUTP\JT I -10% 

SPEAKER LOAD TOLERANCE 15% 

AUDIBLE DIS TORTION 1 5% 

NOISE 40'/o 

OVERAU COMPATIBILITY ·10% 

SPECIFICATIONS 
SPECIFICATION RATED 

• Continuous Power Output. 8 Ohms sow 

• Distortion 20Hz-20kHz. I W /8 Ohms <0.1% 

• Input Sensitivity (CD/Aux) 250mV 

ACTUAL 

70W 
0.01% 

284mV 

BELOW 
AVERAGE 
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Buying hi-fi should be a delight. 
If you would rather chose your new hi-fi in a civilised and relaxed 
atmosphere from a well-chosen selection of genuine performance 
equipment, then we are for you. Bring along your own records or 

CDs, we'll provide the coffee, and hear the difference we can make to 
your enjoyment of music. 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KTl 4DA 

11. Open: lues-Fri l0.30am -7pm, Saturday lOom - 6pm. �:� 

PRESTIGE - £22.50 

Designed by Wilmslow Audio 

Immitated by others. 

Don't accept second best. 

Phone today for your free catalogue giving details 

of our full range of loudspeakers and accessories. 

50 Main Street, Broughton Astley, Leicester LE9 6RD 

Tel: +44 01455 286603 Fax: +44 01455 286605 

E-mail: info@wilmslow _audio.co.uk 

Website: www. wilmslow _audio.co.uk 

Additional Demonstration facilities available in Wigan, Lancs. 
Phone 01942 521771 to book your appointment 

Wilntslow 

You may be a newcomer to Hi­
Fi, bewildered by choice. You may 
be a seasoned audiophile, tired of 
hype and marketing. Perhaps you 
should give us a call. 

Our range of equipment moves 
from modest to exotic, from 
mainstream to unusual. All of it 
serious. We have a system based 
approach that achieves results far 
greater than the sum of the parts. 
Our starter system, featured in 
this magazine last year was 
praised as "One of the best 
systems I have heard. At any 
price." 

If you share our passion for 
music and have the urge to hear 
something a little bit different, ring 
for an information pack or make 
an appointment to visit our new 
listening rooms. We are situated in 
a fabulous Victorian mill just off 
junction 25 M1., 10 minutes from 
East Midlands Airport. 

Audio 

Part exchanged items for sale: 
2 x Vitavox RH330 mid range horns 

3 x N.Analogue Mentor Tonearms 

1 x Hadcock special Tonearm 

400 (£ 600) 
Sugden SOT 1 CD Player 

Carver Platinum loudspeakers 

Ariston RD 80 Turntable (no arm) 

Snell Type K & Huyden K4 stand 

AudioNote P4 Monos 

AudioNote Oac3 Sig 

AudioNote ANV Uconnect 2m 

Sale New 
£ 300 pair 

£ 450ea 

£ 400 (£1000) 
£ 650 (£2700) 
£ 100 

£ 400 (£ 900) 
£2700 (£4000) 
£1850 (£2850) 
£ 250 (£ 500) 

2 x M.D.O. 1-1 Isolation Transformers 3KVA £ 200 each 

Ketty KT31oudspeaker (new) £1200 (£1850) 
Impulse H2 loudspeakers Mahogany £1500 (£2500) 
Orchid Precision PLL 1 loudspeakers £3900 (£7900) 
Nairn 72 pre-amp £ 400 (£ 745) 
Naim C02 £1200 (£2000) 
Nairn COS £1950 (£3940) 
Solatron SR 152 Valve regulator plsupply 

Oenon Transport and DAC 

£ 300 

£7000 (£15000) 

AMEX - VISA · MASTERCARD 
Tel 0115 973 3222 Fax 0115 973 3666 

• Living Voice • Border Patrol • Art Audio • SJS Electroacoustics • Wadia • 

i 



MEGATEST 

AMPLIFIERS 

THE BEST IN THE TEST 

ARCAM Alpha BR £380.00 
This amplifier is a cracker. lt stood out as exceptional each time it was inserted into the blind test programme, and is dose 

to being as good as they get at this price. The BR features power supply and related improvements over its predecessor 

and clever AV system integration features. 

The first surprise was how small this amplifier is in the flesh 

- but how long the options list turns out to be. Essentially a 

stripped-down amp for the audiophile who doesn't need his 

or her ego cosseted with a plethora of unnecessary controls, 

it has a kick like a mule - and sounds pretty good, too. 

HARMAN/KARDON HK-630 £229.99 
Not the planet's most refined or disciplined amplifier, the 

baby harmanjkardon is nonetheless a talented performer 

which signally fails to curb the music's enthusiasm and 

flair, where they are present in the first place. Aesthetic 

treatment is good, and the HK-630 is capable of driving 

most loudspeakers with confidence, if not necessarily at 

very high volume levels. 

NAD C340 £269.50 
This bigger, higher power version of C320, an established 

favourite, has an automatic impedance matching circuit 

which makes light work of system compatibility issues. 

Musically, it offers good imaging and tonality without being 

quite as explicitly detailed as some of its competition, and it's 

also an on its predecessors. 

One panel member thought this model was almost as good 

as the Arcam Alpha BR, which is not bad for a hairy, 

button-bedecked cheapie like this. In fact. it's a little rough 

around the edges, but it is still detailed and dynamic. 

C O M P A R I S O N  T 

ARCAM 

ALPHASR 

£380.00 
Be £299.99 

SOUND 00000 
BUilD 00000 
VALUE 00000 
GUARANTEE 2 years 2 years 2 years 

SIZE (WXHXD) IN MM 430X85x330 420X60x230 434x 120x338 

WEIGHT 5.4kg 4.5kg 7.3kg 

RATED CONTINUOUS POWER OUTPUT, 8 OHMS 40W 5W.J 

A�CONT1NUOUS�ROUTPUT,80HMS 65W 5W.J 75W 

0.01% 0.050/o 0.01% 

0.06% 0.045% 0.05% 

260mV 400mV 150mV 

�INPUTSENS�(CD/AU� 300mV 445mV 147mV 

2 HI-FI CHOICE JulyfAugust 1999 

A 

T
his test set out to explore 
the capabilities and 
limitations of ten amplifiers 

starting in price at below the 
strategically important £200 price 
point, but the reality is that none 
of them is seriously likely to 
embarrass those with 'normal' 
listening tastes, loudspeakers and 
standard size rooms. 

They all generate enough 
power before they begin to 
audibly run out of steam to allow 
more or less realistic volume level 
most of the time, although none 
of them preserve dynamic range 
effectively at elevated volume 
levels. Some, of course, go louder 
than others, and there will always 
be those people, loudspeakers 
and rooms that simply demand 
more, in which case the 
power/price curve is a steep one. 

To achieve twice the apparent 
loudness from a given system -
leaving aside how 'twice as loud' is 
defined in practice- will almost 
certainly do serious damage to 
your bank account. 

Remember in this context that a 
few Watts here or there makes no 
practical difference. The volume 
ceiling of a typical 30 Watt 
amplifier might not be audibly dif­
ferent under most circumstances 
to that of a 40 Watter, and there 
are other factors at play in 
determining maximum volumes. 
These include the amp's ability to 
deliver high current levels, its 
short-term power output, exactly 
how it misbehaves when 
approaching the limits of its 

B L 

. ' 

£400.00 

E 

I I HARMAN/KARDON 

HK-630 

£229.99 "Ec 

00000 
00000 
00000 

2 years 2years 

430x67x266 443x91x359 

6kg 6.4kg 

85W 

78W 65W 

0.03% <0.09% 

0.3% 0.02% 

200mV 150mV 

228mV 168mV 



AMPLIFIERS £169·£400 

performance envelope and, 
indeed, how the loudspeakers 
handle the power. On the whole 
then, wattage ratings are not what 
define the essential differences 
between these amplifiers. 

So if it isn't power, what does 
set one amplifier apart from the 
next? Is it their features? The usual 
view is that tone controls do little 
to enliven the performance of 
most systems and that loudness 
controls do even less, although 
that's really something of an 
oversimplification -there are 
some systems, budget ones 
especially, where a little subtle 
rejigging of tonal balance may 
make just the difference between 
'so what?' and music that is really 
gripping. Of course, there are 
other kinds of features. Anyone 
with a cassette or digital recorder 
might appreciate the ability to 
make recordings off CD, say, 
while listening to the radio tuner, 
and those models with separate 
tape source selectors allow this. 

A number of this month's test 
group also allow for the ph ono 
input to be switched to use as a 
line input, although it's worth 
noting that in these cases there is 
usually a small aural price to pay, 
and your main source should 
always be connected to a 
standard input- or even, if you 
don't use an analogue recorder, 
the tape input. Some amps have 
two sets of speaker terminals, and 
some have removable pre/power 
amp links- or, in the case of 
Arcam, dedicated inputs which 
can make life easier when used 
with external AV processors. 

One gadget that really does 
make a difference is remote 
control, which surely helps make 
listening more spontaneous and 
allows level adjustment to be 
optimised from the listening seat. 
On the whole, though, these 
things don't make a crucial 

difference to the quality of audio 
life to most people. No, what 
defines the really important 
difference, the one that makes 
listeners sit up and take notice, is 
the quality of the musical 
experience they provide. The 
listening panel provided 
excellent testament to this, by 
consistently identifying real 
differences, as you can read, for 
example, in the Arcam review. 

The simple and unavoidable 
fact is that some amplifiers 

sound like they're just going 
through the motions, while others 
bring music to life in a way that is 
difficult enough to describe on 
paper, but which is ever harder to 
gainsay in life. To say that there 
are substantial differences that a 
good amplifier can make to the 
pleasure of listening might 
sound like a tautology, but it is 
nevertheless undeniable­
perhaps even more so with this 
group than some previous 
budget amplifier groups. 

BEST BUYS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

� 
BEST BUYS: Our famous Best Buy swing-tag is awarded to hi-fi 
equipment which offers an excellent standard of performance at an 
attractive price. Best Buy winners are superb all-round components. 

RECOMMENDED: Recommended products are first-class 
audiophile propositions, losing out to Best Buy status only because 
of a higher price or less competitive overall sound quality. 

UNDERSTANDING OUR BAR-GRAPH MEASUREMENTS 

B
ehind Hi-Fi Choice's unique bar­

graphs are some of the most 

advanced measurements made 

anywhere on the planet. They are 

provided by our Technical Editor, Paul 

Miller, using both GPIB-controlled 

measurement hardware and his own, 

award-winning, PC -based Virtual 

Instrument software. Each bar-graph 

value is derived from a weighted statistic 

of several key measurements and is 

displayed relative to a notional zero per 

cent which represents the group 

average for that particular category. 

THE BAR·GRAPHS 

0 DYNAMIC POWER OUTPUT: A 

measure of power up to one per cent 

distortion under realistic, music-like 

conditions, using a brief (20msec) tran­

sient signal and an 8 Ohm speaker load. 

0 SPEAKER LOA D  TOLERANCE: This 

indicates how ably the amp maintains 

a given level of performance into 

progressively lower-impedance and 

more difficult speaker loads. 

0 AUDIBLE DISTORTION: Rather than 

quote a single figure for distortion at 

one frequency and level, this bar value 

represents a measure of distortion and 

its consistency across the whole audio 

band and the amplifier's dynamic range. 

0 NOISE: This is a direct representa­

tion of the amplifier's A-weighted 

Signal-to-Noise (5/N) ratio at 1 Watt 

output into a model 8 Ohm load. 

0 OVERALL COMPATIBILI TY: This 

new category measures the amplifier's 

ability to drive different loudspeakers, 

its susceptibility to radio-frequency 

interference (RFI) and its ability to 

handle today's high-output CD players. 

AM P L I F I E R  C O M P A R I S O N  T A B L E 

£299.90 

SOUND 00000 
BUilD 00000 
VALUE 00000 
GUARANTEE 2year 

SIZE (WXHXD) IN MM 439x159x375 

WEICHT 12.3kg 
RATED CONTlNUOUS POWER OUTPUT, 8 OHMS 95W 

ACTUAL CONTlNUOUS POWER OUTPUT, 8 OHMS 130W 

RATED DISfORnON.lOIIl-lOKHl. IW/8 OHMS 0.03% 

ACTUAL DISfORnON.lOIIZ-lOKHl. IW/8 OHMS 0.004% 

RATED INPUT SENSmvrrY {m/AUX) 150mV 

ACTUAL INPUT SENSmvrrY {m/AUX) 200mV 

£399.95 

00000 
00000 
00000 

3year 

436x94x316 

6.5kg 
sow 
70W 

<0.1 

0.01% 

250mV 

284mV 

2year 

435x 110x290 

7.6kg 
sow 
62W 

0.03% 

0.005% 

Not given 

297mV 

PIONEER 

A-607R 

000.00 

1 year 

420X128x335 

7kg 

0.051\'o 

0.06'¥0 

200mV 

260mV 

flEe 

MEGATEST 

2 year 

435x151x309 

7.6kg 

0.02% 

0.07% 

150mV 

180mV 
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Why use a specialist hi-fi dealer? The short answer is 

because he knows one hell of a lot more about hi-fi than 

you do. And if you've gone to the trouble of picking up 

a specialist magazine on the subject, you 're obviously 

interested in something rather more than a mini system 

from the nearest electrical superstore. 

You've probably bought this magazine for one of 

two reasons. You're looking for advice (presum­

ably unbiased and good) on choosing and using 

your hi-fi system, and/or you're checking out the 

ads to decide where to go and buy it. 

The independent specialist dealer doesn't 

know everything, and he doesn't know much 

about you, but if music's an important par t of 

your life, he's the only guy around who's able 

(and hopefully willing) to help you choose the 

equipment which will give you the best long term 

satisfaction. 

Power of the Press 

Dealers sometimes moan to me about the power 

of the press, and the disproportionate influence 

of its 'Best Buy' and multi-star ratings. Well, I've 

been in the press for twentysomething years, and 

still feel more ignorant than powerful. 

The more I mess around with hi-fi gear, the 

more I become aware of our lack of real under­

standing of the subtleties involved, and the more 

I appreciate the importance of the dealer's skills 

and experience, in bringing together components 

so that the whole is greater than the sum of its 

parts. 

We hacks get paid to write words, often about 

components in isolation, because individual 

product reviews are still the staple diet of the 

press. They can sometimes provide a useful 

guide to the way a product performs, but only 

under the particular circumstances in which the 

review was conducted. 

The hi-fi reviewer attempts, with varying 

degrees of success, to evaluate a particular 

component, and find something interesting (and 

hopefully positive) to say about it. That's about 

the end of it, and it's on to the next product. 

The magazine prints the review, and that very 

process magically confers a measure of authority. 

Experienced hi-fi enthusiasts, who read reviews 

over a period of years and try out various prod­

ucts themselves, soon start to realise the 

limitations of that approach. Some reviews are 

better than others, but none can get to grips with 

the real heart of the problem - whether a given 

product will improve your musical satisfaction, in 

your system and your room. 

The Role of the Dealer 

The dealer's role is very different, and potentially 

much more valuable. He has the chance to talk 

one-on-one. If he's good at his job, he'll use that 

opportunity to find out what you as an individual 

are looking (or listening) for. 

His motivation is very different too. Sure he 

wants to make a sale. That's the lifeblood of any 

shop. But he also knows that if something he 

sells really does deliver long term satisfaction, 

there's a very good chance you'll come back 

again to see if he can repeat the trick some time 

in the future. 

If you go into a shop and demand a particular 

CD player, on the basis that it got seven stars 

(out of five) in last month's magazines, the shop 

will probably simply take the line of least resist­

ance and sell it to you. (Or switch-sell you to a 

similar price alternative, if he's fresh out of stock 



specialist dealer if you are searching for real hi-fi satisfaction 

of that par ticular flavour-of-the-month.) 

If you go in and say you're looking for a CD 

player, and want his advice on what to choose, 

things are liable to become more interesting. The 

onus is now on the dealer to show what he can 

do. His first task is to ask the right questions to 

tr y and get some idea of what you might be after. 

Asking the questions is the easy bit. The real 

skill comes in using the information to come up 

with a shortlist of likely contenders, and then 

conducting a demonstration so that you have a 

real chance to play a central role in the decision 

making process. 

Putting together a successful hi-fi system 

might not be as difficult as it was twenty or thirty 

"If music is an essential 

i gredient in your daily diet, 

discriminating minority." 

years ago, but it's just as easy to make a mess 

of things. Put the 'wrong' combination of compo­

nents together and it'll still sound a lot better 

than any cute little mini system package. lt might 

even rate a five star review. But it won't match 

the potential of a carefully balanced and properly 

installed system, and it certainly won't cater for 

your own particular preferences and personality. 

We British are notoriously undiscriminating 

consumers, at a mass market level at least. The 

majority of the population don't even bother to 

drive a car they're thinking of buying, never mind 

take the trouble to listen to hi-fi equipment. 

The majority will therefore end up with 

hyperstore mediocrity, and hi-fi that's about as 

tasty as supermarket bread. But if music is an 

essential ingredient in your daily diet, you owe it 

to yourself to become a member of the discrimi­

nating minority. 

You know full well that your music collection is 

as individual as your wardrobe, and just as 

precious too, so it's worth taking the time and 

trouble to search out the dealer and equipment 

that will make that collection come alive, and give 

you a new buzz ever y time you play your favourite 

discs. 

The independent specialist may not beat the 

chain store on price, but he continues to thrive in 

a hostile environment because real hi-fi is so 

much more than a matter of price. The people 

who work in these shops are themselves enthusi­

asts, often with many years of experience in 

meeting customer's needs, and the ver y neces­

sar y expertise to ensure that the whole thing is 

properly set up to deliver the best results. 

The better the hi-fi, the more important it is to 

get the fine details right at the installation end of 

things, but even the least expensive equipment 

can be made to sound a whole lot better if good 

care is taken over the fine details -the support 

furniture, the cabling, the positioning of speakers 

and so on. 

Without expert assistance even high class hi-fi 

can give mediocre results. With it you'll stand a 

ver y good chance of ending up with something 

rather more than a consumer durable - something 

which will be a source of considerable pleasure 

and genuine emotional satisfaction for decades 

to come. 

I agreed to write this signed piece, irrespective 

of the specific sponsors, because I believe the 

independent specialist dealer plays a vital role 

in giving customers long term hi-fi satisfaction. 

Paul Messenger 

The specialist Dealers listed here are 

professional and enthusiastic. 

Give your nearest a ring for a demonstration. 

STAR QUALITIES 

value for money 

service 

facilities 

verdict 

***** 

***** 

***** 

***** 

TOP 20 UK 
SPECIALIST 
HI·FI DEALERS 

LONDON 
N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI 
190a New North Road 
0171 226 5500 

SW11 ORANGES & LEMONS 
61/63 Webbs Road, Battersea 
0171 924 2040 

W4 MARTIN-KLEISER Ltd 
109 Chiswick High Road 
0181 400 5555 

SOUTH 
Ashford, Kent 
SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI 
40 High Street 
01233 624441 

Chelmsford RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
216 Moulsham Street 
01245 265245 

East Grinstead 
AUDIO DESIGNS 
26 High Street 
01342 314569 

Kingston-upon-Thames 
INFIDELIT Y 
9 High Street Hampton Wick 
0181 943 3530 

Lakeside Retail Park 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
Dansk International Furniture 
World 
01708 680551 

Rayleigh, Essex 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
44a High Street 
01268 779762 

Southend-on-Sea 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
132/4 London Road 
01702 435255 

Uxbridge UXBRIDGE AUDIO 
278 High Street, 
01895 465444 

MIDLANDS 
Banbury OVERTURE 
3 Church Lane 
01295 272158 

Birmingham SOUND ACADEM1 
152a High Street, Bloxwich 
01922 493499 

Leicester C YMBIOSIS 
6 Hotel Street 
0116 262 3754 

Northampton LISTEN INN 
32 Gold Street, 01604 63787 

Shrewsbury CREATIVE AUDIO 
9 Dogpole 017 43 241924 

NORTH 
Cheadle (Stockport) 
AUDIO COUNSEL 
14 Stockpor t Road 
0161 428 7887 

Oldham AUDIO COUNSEL 
12/14 Shaw Road 
0161 633 2602 

Sheffield MOORGATE 
ACOUSTICS 
184 Fitzwilliam St 
0114 275 6048 

SCOTLAND 
Edinburgh 
RUSS ANDREWS HI-FI 
34 Northumberland Street 
0131 557 1672 

Glasgow STEREO STEREO 
260 St. Vincent Street 
0141 248 4079 



Dealer Guide 
BIRMINGHAM 

�� IVIIJSI� IVI�--EA.S �& 
HI-FI HI-FI 

Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Arcam, Audioquest, Audio Research, 
B&W, Castle, Celes�on, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, DPA, Dy naudio, jamo, KEF, Kenwood, Krell, Marantz, Mar�n Logan, Meridian, 

Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, Polk, Pro-Ac, Project, Quad, REL, Rogers, Rote!, 
Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Son us Faber, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta, T horens and Yamaha. 

A wide range of classical CD's is available at our Birmingham branch. 
0 en Tuesda to Saturda 10.00- 5.30. late ni ht not Stourbrid< e Thursda till 7.00 

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 93·95 HOBSMOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 9 Market Stree� Stourbridge, BRANCH NOW OPEN 
10 Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield, 

West Midlands B73 STD BIRMINGHAM B17 SOL. WEST MIDLANDS B92 SJL West Midlands DY81AB 

BIRMINGHAM 

Norman H. Field /lt:...r;· 
Consultants for Home High Fidelity 

: �!: : ��:�' 

I 
NAD 

I 
• Castle • Yamaha 
• Dual • Kenwood 
• Mordaunt-Short 
• Technics 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 85 4BJ 

Telephone: 0121-622 2323 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

NORTHWOOD AUDIO 
Fm the Ulttmafe Ht-Fi Elpcrtcllcc 

Acoustic Energy, Audiomeca, B&W, Cable Talk, 
Castle, Chord, Denon, Exposure, KEF, Klipsch, 

Marantz, Miche/1, Micromega, NAD, ProAc, 
Rega, REL, Ruark, System Audio, Talk 

Electronics & Tannoy and many others 
Open 9 30 6pm Monday lo Saturday 

98 Cambr1dge Street Aylesbury Bucks HP20 1BA Tel 01296 428790 

HAZLEMERE AUDIO 
We offer music lo,•crs the chance to increase your enjoyment or music. 

Objecth'e advice, comfortable listening rooms, home demonstrations, 

rrre installations, exceptional customer service, and some of the world's 

finest equipment (sound, value & reliability). 

Alchemist. Accuphase. A.T.C., Audio Analogue, Basis. B.A.T.. 
B.K.S .. Classe. Electrocompanicl. Fanfare. Hetios, Mirage. 
Monrio, Passlabs, Opera, Ortofon, Rockport, Sirius, Sugden, 
Tcac. Trichord, Unison Research, V.P.L 

FOR AN AI'I'OINTMENT (DAY OR EVENING) CALL 
HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 865398 

Tel: 01384 444184 Fax: 01384 444968 

BRISTOL 

V' audio 
Hi-FI Consultants 

Home demonstrations and hones! advice a speciality, 
using specially selecred equipment from 

AV!, ALON, ELECTROCOMPANIET, HEY BROOK, 
RUARK, SHEARNE, AUDIO ALCHEMY, 

OPERA, ORACLE, MICHELL etc. 

Home cinema on demonstration using: 
DAVIS, MARK LE VINSON, HARMAN-KARDON, SONY, 
SELECO, STEWART SCREENS, JAMO, TRIANGLE etc 

Please ring for an appointment 

36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, 
.,... Bristol BS9 JEJ, �"!!!!'!"'� 
� Tel: 0117 968 600S --

To advertise, Call 

Fiona on 

0171 917 3932 

CHESHIRE 

Tel: 0121354 23 11 Fax; 01213541933 

Dou2 Brady Hi-Fi Esr 38YEARs 
Serving the Nortfi West witti the very best in specialist Hi-Fi. 

CD- VINYL- HOME CINEMA- SYSTEMS £300-£60,000 
Most leading makes 

0% Finance on Selected Items 
Mail Order and Home Trial on Interconnects & Cables 

KINGSWAY NORTH, WARRINGTON 
TEL: 01925 828009 FAX: 01925 825773 
Email: doug.brady@dougbradyhifi.com 

2mites J21-M6 - Private Parking - Send for map 

AUDIO-VISUAL CENTRES 

WIDESCREEN 
DVD, VIDEO 
AC-3 SOUND 

WARRINGTON:so: > 
c 
-

CHESTER 
WARRINGTON STORE 01925 636215 
CHESTER STORE 01244 320414 

OPEN SUNDAYS 12am-3pm 

HI·FI SEPERATES 
MINI-DISC, SYSTEMS 

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 



Dealer Guide 
CHESHIRE 

INPUT AUDIO 
Home Demonstra�ons a speciality (see dealer 

directory for complete product range) 
NEW AGENT FOR AMPLIFIERS BY PAPWORTH 

AUDIO AND ROTHWELL SPEAKERS AND VERITAS 
NEW SPEAKERS 

TRIANGLE ZEPHYR 
ON 

DEMONSTRATION 
Tel/fax 0161 304 7494 
Mobile 0780 1498934 

Evening calls welcome 
Enquire about our musical evenings 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

A.T.C. • SONY • NAD • DENON 
• QUAD • TEAC • ACOUSTIC ENERGY • 

MISSION • PROJECT • YAMAHA • MARANTZ • 

MONITOR AUDIO • MUSICAL FIDELITY • 

PIONEER • MERIDIAN • ALCHEMIST • ROTEL 
Also Quality In-Car and Computing 

19c East Street, St. Ives, Cambridge PE17 4PD 
Tel: 01480 465888 

Please refer to dealer guide for further details 
28/30 Burlcigh Street Cambridge CB I I DG 

Phone: 01223-161518 Fax: 01223 5767-13 

CORK 

MISSION - ARCAM 
CASTLE- B&W 

SONY- TECHNICS - PIONEER 
Main dealers 

0 
I 

82 Olvar I'Uiklll Street, Cork (0211 Z73433 Fax: (0211 Z78511 

CUMBRIA 

�� .... Setting new standards 
� in Hi-Fi retailing! 

If you want to see the best brands - want a 
great deal with the best service and demo 

included - pay us a visit. 

6 ABBEY STREET, CARLISLE (01228) 546756 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

The Audio File 

COME AND 
EXPERIENCE 
HI FI AND 
HOME CINEMA 
AT ITS HEST 
THE AUDIO FILE, 
27 HOCKERILL STREET, 
BISHOP'S STOATFORD, 
HERTFORDSHIRE CM23 20H 
TEL: 01279 506576 
FAx: 01279 506638 

THE AUDIO FILE, 
41 VICTORIA ROAD, 
CAMBRIDGE CB4 3BW 
TEL: 01223 368305 
FAx: 01223 345975 
WEBSITE: www.audiofile.co.uk 

ESSEX 

Akai • Alphason • Area m • 8& W • Bang & Olufsen • 

Cable Talk • Celestion • Dual • Harman Kardon • 

Ken wood • Marantz • NAD • Onkyo • Pioneer • Robens 

Radio • Ruark • Sennheiser • Sony • Tannoy • Yamaha 

148 HIGH STREET • EPPING • TEL: (01992) 574242 
26 KING STREET• SAFFRON WALDEN • ESSEX • TEL: (01799) 52J728 

GRAYSTON 
sound &vision 
Comfortable demo rooms 

Free delivery/installation 

HoHJe trials 
M11sical eveni11gs 

Excellwt credit facilities 

available 

CASTLE ACOUSTICS 
LOEWE 

LINN, THOMSON 
MERIDIAN 

ARCAM, B&W 
BOSTON 

HARMAN!KARDON 
PH/LIPS MICHELL 
DENON, ROTEL 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 
ALCHEMIST HARBETH 

KEF REFERENCE 
PIONEER PRECISION 

33 Sir lsaac's Walk. Colchester. Tel 01206 577 682 

KENT 

MEDIA 

CORNWALL 

Sounds Peifecti.on 
Cornwalls 

Audio Consultancy 
Home Demonstrations 

Premier 

Retailer 
Tei/Fax 01326 221372 

Mobile 0469 554357 

THE VERY UEST IN AUDIO ENTERTAINMENT 
QUALITY SERYICt: TO YOUR DOOR 

PtUMAK£, SUGOEN. Ton:M, SONIC 1-'RO,Vfii·:RS. MYRAO, TEAC, STANI>S 

UNIQU�:, IIOSTON ACOUf•i"TICS, Kt:U.l' SI'EAKEK..'>, HENLEY DESIGNS, 

Eu:CTROC01\II'ANIET, JM I..AH. UNISON RESEARCH. AUOIO ANALOG Ut:, 

TAKA LAHS. 

FOR A FULL LIST OF URANUS, t'INU US IN 
DEALER DIRECTORY 

fOR SERVICt: AVAILAKLE TO YOUR llOOR 7 DAYS 
A WEEK, CONTACT NIGEL. 

WE NOW ACCEI'T VISA AND MASTilKCARD 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

HI-FI & TV 

Stlllll.B 
82 The High street, 
Harpenden 
Herts AL5 2SP 

82 
Tel 01582 764246 
Fax 01582 467022 

ARCAM, ATACAMA, AV!, BANG & 
OLUFSEN, BOSE, CHORD CO , 
DENON, JBL, KEF, MARANTZ, 

MUSICAL FIDELITY, MUSICAL TECHNOLOGY, 

HARPENDEN LTD 
MYRYAD, PANASONIC, QED, QUAD, 

ROBERTS RADIO, SENNHEISER, 
SOUND STYLE, TANNOY, 

TARGET AUDIO, TDt, TEAC, TOSHIBA, ETC 

Radlett Audio; 
I -..1 l\Jjs 2 

THE HIGH·END SPECIAUST SINCE 1978 
AE. ATC, Audio Analogue. AVI, BKS, Bow, Bryston, 

Chario, Copland. Denon, Lyra. Marantz. Mark Levinson, 
MIT. NottsAnalogue, PMC. Pro-Ac, Proceed. Rega, 

Ruark, Sonus Faber. Stax. Sumiko, Tag Mclaren, Teac, 
Trichord and more. 

9 Holywell Hill, St. Albans, Herts. ALl 1EU 
Tel: 01727 855577 • Fax: 01727 858727 

4coustic4rls 
ONE OF THE COUNTRY'S LEADING 

HI·FI & CINEMA SOUND CENTRES 
COMFORTABLE STUDIOS FOR HI-FI & HOME CINEMA. 
MULTI ROOM /INSTALLATION SERVICE 

WE CATER FROM THE AFFORDABLE TO THE STATE OF 
THE ART 

FIRST CLASS ADVICE AND SERVICE 

CREDIT FACILITIES AVAILABLE (WRITIEN DETAILS ON 
REQUESD OPEN TUES·SAT 10-5.30PM 
(LATE NIGHT THURS BY APPD 

Tel: 01923 245250 Fax: 01923 230798 

101 ST ALBANS ROAD, WATFORD, HERTS 
(5 MINS JUNCTION 19 M25) 

B&W800 
NAUT 

AUDIO ANALOG, 
AUDIO RESEARCH, 

B&W, 
CASTLE, 

CELESTION. 
CHORD, 

COPLAND, 
DENON, O.PA., 

OENSEN, 
JAOI� 

K£F, KREL� 
MARANTZ, MARTIN 
LOGAN, MICHELL, 

MIROMEGA, ORELLE, 
ROKSAN, AOTEL, 

RUARK,SME, 
SONUS FABER, 

STAX, TAG MclAREN, 
TEAC, THETA. 

THORENS. WILSON 

24-26 Union Street 
Maidstone 
Kent, ME14 1 EO 

01622 671 6703 

HI-FI • HOME CINEMA • TV • VIDEO 
6 High Street 
Tunbridge Wells 
Kent, TN 1 1 UX 

Come on over and visit Kents newest, and most exiciting, Hi-Fi and Home Cinema specialist! Packed with 

all the latest equipment, comfortable listening rooms and friendly service- you're sure to find the sys­

tem you've always dreamed of! 01892 525666 
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KENT 

m ELECTRICAL I�! T�h;i�:· 
[lW DISCOUNT � ������ 
SALES & SERVICE B&W Jamo_ 

DVD • CD • SEPERATES TDL & others ••• 
DIGITAL CENTRE 
AT 109 Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 1 JH 

0181 298 7880 
or Mail Order Hot line: 01474 353000 

IRELAND 

Hearing is Believing 

CLIHEJ 
7'1trtlfo 

30 years of Excellence 

55 Main Street, 

Black rock, 

Dublin. 

Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477 
Open: T ues · Sail 0 am to 6 pm. 

Thur · Fri 10 am to 6 pm. 

Arcarn 

B&W 

Castle 

Living Voice 

Cop land 

Yarnaha 

LONDON 

THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO/VISUAL 
HIFI RETAILER 

SERVING LONDON 
F ROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES 
& LEMONS 
0171-924 2040 
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWII 

Our fifth flamboyant year 
0% Credit Finance available 

ARCAM. B&W. CABLETALK. CASTLE. CHORD CO. 

DENON. EPOS. KEF. MARANTZ. 

MICROMEGA. M-SHORT. NAD. NAIM. 

NEAT. QUAD. REGA. ROTEL. 

ROYD. RUARK. SOUNDSTYLE. 

STANDS UNIQUE. YAMAHA. 

with more to come 

O'Brien Hi-Fi • 
ARCAM • ANTHEM • AUDIOGRAM • AUDIO RESEAJICH • AUOIO 

TECHNICA • BmR • CABlETAlK • CHORO • CREEK • OENON • 

OfNSEN • JADIS • JECKlJN • MICH£L1 • MUSICAL FIDBJTY • 

NAO • NAlM • OPERA • PRECIOUS METAlS • QED • REGA • 

ROGERS • ROYO • SENNtlEISER • SILTECH CABlES • SME • 

SONNETEEII· SONUSFABEA • TEAC • THORWS •lRANSPARENT 

CABLES UNISON RESEAROl • WILSON 

Cle&rance/ Secood Hel'ld 1 Ex Oem Equipment • Oeta�s on r� 

0% Instant Finance Available 
Wnttcn details on request 

New Demonstrlt!On Room • flee car parking • Ma1c. C.edit Cards 
Personal Export• Mail Order · .,stallationServiu• Repairlacilit18S 

5 nms wal Ravnu Park BR • 20 mins Wlter1oo 

, 5 minsfromAJIRaynes ParkB282txltl • 25!T'IIn$M25 .blc 10 
60 Durham Rd, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW 

Tel.(01811946-1528 Fax 101811946-0331 

27 BOND STREET, EALING WS E 0181 567 8703 
Al'illlO, ASH DESIGN, BOSTON, 8&0, B&W, CABlE TAU<, C!KlAO COMPANY, COSMK:, 

DENON, Of'� EPOS, HARMON KAAOON, KEF, MARANTZ, MISSION, MIJSlCAI. ADEUIY, NAD, 
NORDOST, ONKYO, ORElli, PRJMAAE, QIJI>Jl, REI., ROKSAN, ROTEI., RUAIII<, SONICUN� 

SOUND SIYl£, STANDS UNOOE, STRIGHT\\1RE, TAGMC!AREN, 

TAlK El.ECTRONICS, TARGET, TEAC, THORENS, VAN DEN HUL 

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery. 
Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday 

LONDON 

London•s Premier 
A'IC Dealer 

81 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage, 
London NW6 

Tel: 0171 624 8855 • Fax: 0171 624 5315 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind .. 

Arcam, ATC, B & W, Celestion, Denon, 
Ken'vvood, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, 

Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rote!, 
Ruark, Sony, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, Teac, Technics, 

Yamaha and more. 

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

CYMBIOSIS 
� 

AUDIO a VISUAL 
SOLUnONs 

JUST LOOK AT ALL THE 
BRANDS WE � STOCK • • • 

AltCAM • ACOUSTIC IENIItGT • CASTL.I • CHAit!O CUII'A 

DII:NON • EPOS • LHHol HI·FI LINN KNIKT · LOIWI: TV 

6 HOTEL STREET 
LEICESTER 

TEL! 0116 262 3754 
e-tmil:shop@cymlriosis.com 

LUTRON • NAlJIIII • NDitDOST • RIICOA • RII:VOX 

ROTI:I. • 5YSTIM AUDIO • TAG MCLAIU:N • WADIA 

NOTABLE BY THEIR ABSENCE 

FROM THE ABOVE LIST! 

MANCHESTER 

<fntraljfildio 
1946•1999 QU:��R:E��ICE 

30·32 SHUDEHILL MANCHESTER M41EZ OPEN 9.00.5.30 MON·SAT 
·"' Stockists of: Audio Technica, Beyer, 

Cerwln Vega, Kenwood, Mission, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Qed, Sennheiser, 
Sony, Teac, Thorens, Etc 

. � . 

' ,, 
- -

(31 � r!.i I::EI 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

AUDIO AUDIO 
lill1 SPECIALISTS 

Telephone: 01266 822128/Fax: 01266 822128 

ARCAM • REGA • DENON • SUGDEN • ALCHEMIST • 

TOTEM • ACOUSTIC ENERGY • TANGENT • ORTOFON • 

AUDIOQUEST • QED • LXOS • CHORD CO • APOLLO • 

SOUNDSTYLE 

Demo11stratiolls by appointment. evening demos our speciality. 

Ask about our FREE customer care package, we can also be 
contacted in the evening at the above telephone number. 

NORFOLK 

� 
Basically Sound of Norfolk 

SfOCKISTSOF LF.ADING HI·FI 

The Old School 
School Road 
Bracon Ash 

Norfolk NR14 8HG 
Tel: (01508) 570829 

iiiiil 
Audio Analogue, Nairn Audio, Cable Talk, Chario, 

Chord Co. Opera Speakers, Denon, Epos, Grado, Heybrook, 
ProAc, QED, Rega, Royd, Soundstyle, Stax and othm. 

0% fiNANCE AVAILABLE 

SCOTLAND 

Loud 
•clear 

Glasgow's finest and friendliest 
Hi-fi Store. 

* NaimAudio 

*TagMclaren 

*Rega 
520 St Vincent St 
Finnieston, Glasgow 
0141 221 0221 
lntcn..-st free credit · 

*Maramz 

*Musical Fidelity 

* Monitor Audio 

three t:omfortablc demo rooms · 

installation & service. open Tucs-Sat 10am-6pm 

* Acoustic Energy 

*Kef Reference 

Visit us at www.loud-clcar.co.uk * ProAc 

-

.... _.., .... ,. __ .. _ ................. -.. 
.-NM�.,----� 

��AT...O�.J!!I.d�"fLL;.!>TR&:L.T.DlJM:ir;;.C.CVt� 
�()l).lll6�<11 .. QI).l ll- -.-Mail}<lb3j.db<o""" d""""" <:<>ult 

SURREY 

::: 

SPALDINCiS 1111i111 
--THE SOUTH EASTS LEADING HI-FI COMPANY 

3 DEMO ROOMS AV., HOME DEMO'S., 
0% CREDIT, FREE INSTALLATION 

KEF • LINN • NAIM • QUAO • ARCAM • 

MISSION • CASTLE • DENON • MARANTZ • 

RUARK • TAG McLAREN • 

MUSICAL FIDELITY • OTHERS 

MON TO SAT 9.00 TO 6.00. TUE 9.00 TO 8.00 
CLOSED WEDNESDAY 

SERVICE DEPT. 
352-354 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, 

Surrey CRO 7 AF 

Tel: 0181 654 1231/2040. Fax: 0181 655 3922 

Front End Problems? 
contact: 

The Cartridge Man 
lt doesn't have to cost an arm and a leg to get the best- listen to my Koetsu­

and - Decca - eater. 
Also agents for Croft, Moth, Hadcock & Mic hell & E.A.R. 

Valve equipment re-build service available. also Canridge Man Electronic 
stylus gauge. 

- Plus canridge re-tipping service 

(0181) 688 6565 



Dealer Guide 
SUSSEX 

PHASEJ HIFI 
LEADING HI·FI & 'HOME CINEMA' SPECIALISTS 

FOUR LISTENING AND VIEWING STUDIOS 
••:XJ't:Rif.NCED AND t·RIENDl. Y SAU:S STAFF 

"IN31ALI.ATION SEII.\'ICE 'CKWIT •• ACH.ITit:S 

•IIO�U: OEMONSTRA TIONS 'PART E.\"CIIA.'o;GE 

ARCAM • B&W • NAlffll.,US 800 • CASTLE • CJIORI) 

ELECTRONICS • !lE� ON • KEF • LINN • LOEWE • MARA..''Tl 

• MER1DL\N • NAIM • PIONEU • ROl'EL • YAMAIIA 

213·215 TARRING ROAD, WORTHING, 
WEST SUSSEX BN11 4HW 

TEL: (01903)245577 FAX: (01903)505824 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex. BNll lUA 

Tel: (01903) 212133 
The friendly shop with the best sound 

systems in the South. 
Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: Dynaaudio, Exposure, Marantz, 
Orelle, Origin Live, Restek, Ruark, Audio 

Tee/mica, Talk ElecTronics, Target, TDL, Tripod 
and many more. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

the Hi-Fi store 
Telephone: 01782 21 95 95 

e-mail: hifistore@aol.com 
BUDGET TO ESOTERIC HI-FI 

MULTI REGION DVD 
AUDIO VISUAL 

2 YEAR GUARANTEE, PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 
MULTIROOM AND PRO INSTALLATION SPECIALISTS 

AU. MAJOR MANUFACTURERS STOCKED 
AT BARGAIN PRICES 

70 STAFFORD STREET, HANLEY, 
STOKE-GN-TRENTSTI lW 

�OUT.U Wt�T .fHU1LOGUt 
MICHELL (INC S.E.) • SME • GARRARD 

• NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE • PRO. JECT • 0RTOFON 
• CASTLE • TARGET • UNDERSTAND SuPPORTS • 

HENLEY • ETC • TUBE TECHNOLOGY (INC CD PLAYERS 
WITH VALVES) 

01643 851351 
Mon-Sun 9am-9pm 

SUFFOLK 

nels 

fox 01473 631588 
u k c o m 

WATERFORD 

WATERFORD 
IRELAND 

(051) 872622 

TV AND HI-FI SPECIALIST 
Arcam, Cyrus, Marantz, Pioneer, Tag McLaren, Sony, 

B& W, Castle, Technics, Acoustic Energy, Denon, Jamo, 
NAD, Panasonic, Rotel, Tannoy and Yamaha. 

TWO DEMONSTRATION ROOMS 
TRADE-INS WELCOME- FINANCE AVAilABLE 

YORKSHIRE 

�-'( Pel/sur3r ... 
Cyrus • Widest choice: in t.he "'�" 

Harman-� • lnch�p(ndtnt advic.: 
JBL • Qualified sta.ft" 
KEF • Comfonablt dent rooms 
KerMtood Superb showr()orns 
Krell • Main rood location 
Mltantz Major CM parks nearby 
Mlrtin-loga"l • Insurance estirmncs 
Mlric:Jia"' • O�r 30}TS experience, 
Miehell • SeNiCl' Dcpt. 
Misaton � .... ;: ...... ··..,., • Iklivcry&inslalhuion 

=��� ��(·�/f�'�� : ��;:����gS�JO 6 days 
Pid<oring c � " 
P�nk Triangle '-\ . / ... 
�=- ��-:::; . . .- Up lo 3 yrs. 
REL Interest Free 
Rogen e -dit 
=- � 

.. 
Sorus-f- V 
TIWIOy 
TDL 
Thonlna 
Yamaha 
& lots mora. . 

Best place m town 
for H1-F1 and 
H<ime Cmema 

24 Gillygate. York 
Tel. 01904 629659 

deposit only 20% or 

£500+ for 12 months 
£:1500+ for 24 months 
£3000+ for 36 months lklbjedto•llltua 

High Fidelity Specialists est.1967 

TO ADVERTISE IN HI Fl CHOICE PLEASE CALL 
FIONA ON 0171 917 3932 

SALES & SERVICES 

REV OX 

A &.Vox 
SERVICE 

THE MANUFACTURERS 
AUTHORISED SERVICE COMPANY 

A &.VoX 
SERVICE 

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 

24 Hour Estimation procedure 

Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 

Delivery and Collection Service 

Comprehensive Guarantees 

Factory Trained Engineers 

Rapid Response Turnaround 

Full Revox range serviced 

Written Technical Reports 

Late Evening Opening 

TH E A ATE c:: H N D L D Gl V a: :1: M :1: T E D 
TTL House. Sheeptick End. Near Lldlington. Bedi'ordshlre. MK43 OSF 
Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009 

OVERSEAS 

C)-·C) ��---�9-. . � 
. .! • ' ........ -. •• � I T � ., 

v . •n 
-

a.d Class 'A' symmetrical amplifiers f"•w HPA2: Headphone Amplifier for high Impedance Headphones. 
'Best Buy" HI-FI CHOICE, England, De<ember 1997 
"Especial� recommended" stereoplay, Gennany. etc. 

We manufacture high-end: 45W monoblocks, double mono preamps tor 1 
stereo input, stereo interconnections, and our high rated headphones 
amplifiers. All amps are de coupled, full symmetrical, class A circuits and 
have a very high purity. 

Please call, or fax us for your order or for our product information. 
Anderson Electromcs, Amoty HIFI, BrahmsstraBe 12, 

D-74193 Schwaogern-2, Germany 
Tel. 0049·7138-3225, Fax. 0049·7138·3325 



Dealer Guide 
Total customer care 
I Exrert imrartial advice on all a'pect' of 

audio & video, given hy trained staff 
2. Produu' 'pccially 'elected for quality, 

performance and value 
3. Personal demonstration<;­

Li•.acn before vou buy' 
4. /\home del1very and installation option­

for optimum performance 

Total peace of mind 
1. A I 0-day purchase exchange programme 

(returns as new & excluding o.;pecial orders) 
2. BA DA\ Free extended 2-year Cuarontee 

on al1 new hi-ti and home cinema separates BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 229 London N 1 7UU 3. The opt1on to tran,fer the Cuarantee to 

any one ot 120 BADA member, nationw1tk Phone, 0171 226 4044 Fax, 0171 359 7620 
E-mail: bad a I @compuserve .eo m 4. Deposih safeguarded hv the HADA 

Bonding Scheme 

LUXURY LOUDSPEAKERS 

For further 111formatmn please see our web s•te 
hnp.//www.bada.co.uk or nng for our mform;;�t,on pJck 

� []3£0\{][Q)@OO 
�ta��� MINIATURE LOUDSPEAKERS 

DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF MINIATURE 

LOUDSPEAKERS AND SYSTEMS 
DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT STUDIO, 11 PENFOLD COTTAGES, 
PEN FOLD LANE, HOLMER GREEN, BUCKS, HP15 6XR 
Tell Fax: (01494)714058 e-mail: bandor@netcomuk.co.uk 

Output Pulse 

Bandor loudspeakers - the specialist product of an Englishwoman with 36 years experience in this field - embody 
numerous fealures which ensure excellent performance. Cone and voice coil are formed from aluminium alloy, 
providing good heat dissipation and low thermal compression 1983 Band or originated the use of a thin, curvilinear, 
anodised spun cone, yielding a structure both light and rigid_ 

� ...... 
1 ms 

50 micro/sec pulse response 

Possessing outstanding abilily to reproduce transients faithfully, and reproduce a wide frequency band, the 50mm 
unit covers 100 Hz-20 kHz, allowing tlexibility in the choice of crossover frequency for multiple-driver 

loudspeakers: e.g. 200Hz (or lower for modest power handling) may be chosen thus avoiding Jhe critical zone 1-4 
kHz where phase errors are most audible, and assists in securing good imaging. In the bass drivers, generous Xmax 
values allow 1he realistic reproduction of the pedal organ and bass drum, when correctly loaded. A manufacturer 
who used Bandor exclusively, advertises that his sales are mostly to professional musicians. 

SUPPORT SYSTEMS 

GRANITE AUDIO SUPPORT SYSTEMS 
BESPOKEN DESIGN SUPPORT SYSTEMS 

MANUFACTURED FROM FINE NATURAL GRANITES 

TEL: 0117 974 2013 
E·MAIL: granite@globalnet.co.uk 

www.users.globalnet.eo.uk/-granite/ 

EX-DEM 

AUDIO MATTERS 

LIST 
Alchemist Forsetti pre + power . . .£2398 
Alchemist Kroken Anniversary Mk 11 . . .. £579 . 
Anthem CD player ( 5  star What Hi-Fi) (ex/d) £1699 
Apogees nbbon monitors (new & exd) ... £999 
Audiomeca Mephisto CD transport . . ..... £2400 
Audio Research SPI4 pre (boxed) .£3300 
Audion Black Shadows 845 valve monoblocks . . . £4000 . 
Audion Silvernight 300B monoblocks .£2250 
Chario Academy 1 solid walnut (ex/d) .. £1299 
Chano Academy 2 solid walnut (ex/d) £1649 
Chario Academy 3J (ex/d) floor standing 

solid walnut speakers .... £5999 
Conrod Johnson MV55 valve amp . . ... £1995 
Ear 859 Pwr . . .£1700 
Ear 834L Pre . . ........ £449 
GeneSis Gen 500 spks In Built Active Bass (ex/d) .£11000 
SUPERB 

.. £2699 

.. £1195 

... £7fJJ 

... £235 
.£6499 

Genesis AMP I spk (ex/d) .... £900J .£3999 
Krell Kav 3001 . . ... £2495 ... POA 
Krell Kav 2fJJA .... £3149 .. £2149 
Macintosh C 26 Pre . . ........ £395 
Macintosh 2100 (looks like 275) .£450 
Micromega T Drive & T Doe & XLO cable .. £2150 ... £999 
Nakamichi 1.5 cass. . : .... £200 
Nakamichi LX5 cass. . ........ £350 
Quad 77 int. Carbon . £700 ... £450 
Restek 6ch. pwr amp. . .............. £900 ... £595 
RevoxHicoss .£11fJJ .. . £<>50 

Wazoo Integrated [Imp trom Bow Technologies now on dem 

A NEW RANGE OF AUDION AMPS ON DEM -THE BLACK 
SHADOWS 845 TO THE GOLDEN DREAMS -WITH CADENCE 

ES MK ll'S · LISTEN & BE PERSUADED 
On Dem:· Alchemist. Anthem. Audiomeco. Audion Vatve Amps. 

Cadence Speokert Chorio. D.P.A., Monarchy, Ortofon. Pink Triangle. 
Project H Sonic Frontiers. Triangle Speakers. Trilogy Votve Amps. van den HuM 

VISA/MASTE�ARD ACCEPTED 

SEND £1.00 FOR FULL BROCHURE (Stamps) 

EX-DEM 

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 
HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED 

EQUIPMENT. EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
FOR AN-UP-TO-THE-MINUTE LIST VISIT OUR WEB SITE: 

http://www.hifi-stereo.com 
DPCJ<.IJRE11�{wCirtm:U)NfW 
fNS"ru�(wd'IPSU) 

MW�l!l'rwrp. 
W.Ul.IYM003&11� 
N.WlB�'Mihlkill 
DAC'! 
�\U(lf\"'NSSNlSO«UDEfot 

M01)W120l0.C 
I'K.O�ll_l ( lll(O) 
COPV.YERSkTRA.'M>ITS 
ACCl.Ail.ll�70'1CDJi¥t(,....,bo.lld) 
,ij_TII(DTICDTrM�SpMEXIXM (ijiXO) 
AUD IO!.IIIACDTr� ... . 
��[l,l(w.th.IB'I:!Uh.Al.l 

MAA!lf'II"''SON30.'i!UCD Trn.pr.&:O.: 
l.tiSCELLANEOOS 

"" 

"" 

1H9S 

13995 

, .. 

11995 

'"" 

'"' 

!991 

1119'!1 

MAA.KLIVtiSON2SIPIIm!tqh.PiJEX[ll>() 1)491 
�150f\l!!peil«ublr:SI'W!i* 1491 

fKIMLSlMTRrten:IJII!(l llOO 

fi'MOO!l:ooDl.cal�d&i!.lll�WHJAI.I 1Jm 

::;:::�o:!���£1:� 
I.W.l,\\llSCMM!mrtCI'III!dlmbilirud 1491 

IIAC4-l�l�rtc<Wlitr £591 
TURNTA&LB. c.umDGlS fr TONIAR� 
CONWl�'iONMcdt.fll Plm:IS!q 
GOI.DMUNDlrltmuT!fi!filfm 
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ROIElmSOPI.Iure 

WE NOW OFfER 0% FINANCE' PHONE FOR DETAILS 
['SUBJECT TO STATUS) 

MAIN UK DEALERS FOR THIEL SPEAKERS, 

'"' 
.18991 

'"' 

'"' 

1695 

11491 

11!00 
. .£�995 

'" 

MARK LEVINSON, ABSOLUTE SOUNDS PRODUCTS AHD MUCH MORE. 
ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A 

MICROSCOPE BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE. 
VISA-SWITCH.MASnR CARD·DINERS CLUB-AMERICAN EXPRESS WELCOME 

WE TAXE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW AND USED STOCK & BUY IN FOR CASH 

202 Flndon Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN14 OEJ 
TEL: (01903) 872288 1ft er hours number (0860)660001 FAX: (01903)872234 

e-mail: healherdale@hifi-stereo.com 

ACCESSORIES 

BUILD YOUR OWN 
LOUDSPEAKERS 

and pay 1/4 of the JWicc for better sound 

quality than al your normal Hi-Fi retailer 

We have over 30 years experience in designing 

loudspeakers of the highest CJuality. 

We also have a large range of replacement units should your 

existing loudspeaker cones fail. 

Phone for your FREE catalogue 
Wilmslow Audio, Ucpl UFC. 50 Main Street, Uroughton 

Asllcy, Leicester LE9 6RD. 

Tcl: 01455 286603 Fax: 01455 286605 
Em:1il: wilmslow.audio@dial.pipcx.com 

SPEAKER KITS 

SOIITH COAST Sf>EAKERS LTD. 
58, Wilton Rd. Southampton, I-f ants SO IS SSZ 

Official UK Distributor for VISA TON 

loudspeakers kits/drivers units. 
All offering excellent performance 

& unbeatable value. 

ALSO suppliers of 
drive units from: 

MOREL P.D. SEAS VOLT 

Design Services 
* Crossover Design- Optimised for your units 

* Cabinet Design- Optimum drive unil volumes 
& port dimensions 

* Thiele/Small parameters- actual values 
for your drive units 

* Full loudspeaker testing undertaken 

- I w!lm. Phase, Impedance 
* Loudspeaker up-grades a speciality 
Please call for yonr FREE speaker kit 

information pack & price list. 
Telephone: 01703 703221 Fax 01703 778221 

or visit our comfortable shmwvom for a demonstration 

MAIL ORDER 

CARTRIDGES 
Trade in your old moving coil and 

save up to 45% off a new one!! 
I CAN ALSO SUPPLY: TURNTABLES, TONEARMS, 

CASSETTE DECKS, CD PLAYERS, DAT, MINI DISC, GDR, 
LOUDSPEAKERS, HI Fl FURNITURE, AMPLIFIERS, TUNERS. 
ACCESSORIES, BLANK TAPES & DISCS. TEST CD'S, TEST 

RECORDS. TEST CASSETTES. CABLES, AERIALS, 
TRACKING FORCE GAUGES. ALIGNMENT PROTRACTORS. 

All goods are brand new & boxed with full U.K. guarantees. 
No ex-dem or ex-display equipment. No grey imports. 

Delivery is free. Sorry, no general catalogue. Please phone or 
write for specific details. 

IAN HARRISON HI Fl (MAIL ORDER ONLY} 
From: 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ. 
TEL: 01283 702875 9am-9pm including Sundays 
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The Mission 752 Freedom is 
available at the following 

�� 

authorized dealers . . . . 

To advertise on this 

page please call 

Clare at Hi-Fi Choice 

on 0171 917 3935 

WIDE SCREEN, PLASMA & PROJECTION TV - LASER DISC & DVD 

Thoma 'Ltd lll 
EsL 1952 

.. E.� 1 ahh�hell in 1952 Thomlb Hem111. B:�ys\.\ a l er has ::J 
supplit<J :mdtO·\'J)Ual �})\Cnh of the h•she�t calibre. 

stlected Jrum some of the- fi��tm:: m uJacturer�. If 

)OU womte> cnlmncc )'OUr bcaut•fulll\tng � en\'lfOillllo.!l\1 wub brt•:J!hl:tkill£. M J u mJ then a \' i s i t 10 

our �>llld!O �� :• mu�• Our fricn1.1l� \ l llff um hi:lp and 

mfUI"m ton ::Ut mancrs of horn�: emcnommcnl from > 
.se.l"\·idng. upgmdc�>. multi-room. home cmcma or JU�I 

ctc;;-ptionat W1md S )St cms whuln•er )"Our Oudgrt:· 

3� \1\o�cow Ro�d H1y�w.tter Iondon WJ 4AH • Tel 0171 ]29 2077 r�_. 0171 727 9348 u 

Practical Hi-Fi 
Oo/o Finance available on 

selected items 
.... MANCHESTER: 65 Bridge Street- 0161 839-8869 

.... PRESTON: 43 Friargate- 01772 883958 

..,._ WARRINGTON: 88 Bridge Street- 01925 632179 

..,. BOLTON: 33 Knowsley Street- 01204 395789 

.... CAR LISLE: 106 English Street- 01228 44792 

.... BLACKPOOL: 81 Whitegate Drive- 01253300599 . 

.... LANCASTER: 84 Penny Street - 01524 39657 

' ·---= �·····-J 

THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI COMPANY 
23a Regent Street Phone: 01926 888644 
Leamington Spa Fax: 01926 887486 
Warwickshire CV32 5EJ E-mail:thehi-ficompany@dial·pipex-com 

THE LEADING HI-FI SPECIAUST 
ARCAM AUDIOLAB QUAD MERIDIAN MARANTZ DENON PIONEER 
YAMAHA NAD MICROMEGA MISSION KEF ACOUSTIC ENERGY 

CELESTION ATACAMA TECHNICS TRICHORD TDL RELEXOS 

Single speaker dem room. We do not use any comparetors. 

We also have full demonstration of projection tv with 
laserdisc and full prologic systems. 

Part exchange welcome please phone or e-mail for prices. 
We have in stock over 200 laserdiscs call for our latest 
catalogue. 



SECOND-HAND HI-FI 

READER CLASSIFIED 

e Apollo turntable wall shelf, £25. 
Leak Troughline FM3 tuner, £70. 
Aiwa C30 mini preamp, £40. Call 
(01708) 457691 (Essex). 
e Arcam Delta 170.3 CD transport, 
as new condition, boxed (£700) £150. 
Ruby x3 Hyperlitz XLR lead 0.5m, £50. 
Call (01733) 706175. 
• Arcam Delta 6 plus amp, 50Wpfc. 
3 years old, good condition, complete 
with instructions: £150. Phone 
(01327) 876231. 
• Atacama SE24 speaker stands, 
vgc, £40. Cable Talk Broadcast 2 
interconnects, 1 m: £60, 0.5m: £45. 
As new. Kent (01322) 342142. 
e Audio Synthesis Passion preamp 
£395. Mint and boxed. Marantz DD82 
DCC recorder unused plus ten tapes 
£349. Tel: (01279) 656082. 
e B&W DM604 floorstanding 
speakers. 3-way drive, 200W per 
channel. Only 3 months old, mint 
condition, £600 ono. Phone Steve on 
(01252) 879652 (Surrey). 
• Cambridge Audio CD4SE, unused, 
£100. Musical Fidelity El, as new, 
£80. Mordaunt-Short MS25i Pearl 
speakers, as new, £100. All boxed. 
Reading (0118) 901 8864. 
e Castle Chesters, floorstanding 
cabinets in yew, immaculate 
condition. Approx 20 hours play. 
Cost £900 new - asking £550. 
Call (01756) 701318. 
e Classic lOOW/P/C Tresham Audio 
DR102 Mosfet power amp. Separate 
power supply. Brilliant sound, power 
to spare. With free Linn interconnects 
(2 sets). £250 ovno. Call Dave 
(01491) 642030. 
e Creek T 43 tuner - new in box, 
£320. Cardiff (01222) 843597. 
e Cyrus DAD 3. Only ten hours' use, 
mint, boxed, £375 - or swap for 
Meridian 200 transport. Call Phil on 
(0116) 284 9634. 
e Cyrus DAD 3Q CD player plus PSX 
power supply. Brand new, unused. 
£750 (originally £1,200). Phone Tom 
on (0181) 838 2432. 
e DPA Enlightenment and DPA The 
Power' RF filter, instruction manuals, 
£325. Micromega T-Drive and T-DAC. 
2 x AES/XLR digitaii/Cs. Boxed, 
remote, instructions, £595. Can demo 
for sound, quality, bargains! (No 
offers.) Call Mark: (0131) 538 9073. 
e Exposure 21RC preamp, Exposure 
Super 18 regulated mono power 
amps. XLR 1/C & 4x5m Ex' spkr cable. 
Fabulous, full demo, boxed, mint 
condition (2 years). £1,775 ono. Tel 
(0131) 538 9073 eves. Gramophone 
Classic Choice status! 
• KEF Reference 107, polished 
walnut, mint condition. Boxes, 

92 HI-FI CHOICE 

ADVERTISE IN HI-FI CHOICE FOR £5* 

To advertise on this page, write your 
advert in block capitals and send it 

to: Hi-Fi Choice, Reader Classifieds, 19 
Bolsover St. London W1 P 7HJ. Include a 
cheque for £5* made payable to Dennis 
Publishing Ltd. The advert will appear 
in one issue only and must be no more 
than 20 words (or five lines) long, 
including all spaces and your phone 
number. Reader Classifieds are for the 
use of private individuals only. All 
Reader Classified adverts will be printed 

manuals. Cost £2,800, want £1,100. 
Mr I Burton, 25 The Oval, 
Sutton-ln-Ashfield, Notts, NG 17 2FR. 
• KEF Reference Two speakers. 
Rosewood, boxed and mint condition. 
Beautiful speakers with stunning 
sound. £950 ono. (0161) 962 6319. 
e Marantz 44SE amp £75. Marantz 
CD52 IISE £75. Denon cass £30. MF 
MG2 £75. Call (0121) 246 0486. 
e Marantz CD63 Kl Signature, as 
new, £220. Audioquest Ruby 1 M, £30. 
Audiolab 8000 DAC with interconnect 
£300. Call (0121) 707 8024. 
e Meridian 203, little used, £230. 
Cambridge DAC Magicll, boxed as 
new, £110. Cambridge CD 1, classic 
plus spares, £120. Call (01590) 672451 
or (01705) 337269. 
e Mission 752 speakers (not 
Freedom), black ash, mint condition, 
£250. Call Terry (0181) 482 0363 
(Enfield) daytime or evening. 
e Mission 753s, excellent condition, 
£390 ono. Call (01247) 458133 
(Northern Ireland). 
e Musical Fidelity A2 amp (boxed 
as new) £250 ono. Sony CD 1700 
headphones (HFC BB) £100 ono. 
Brighton (01273) 305176. 
• Musical Fidelity B200, 60 WPC, 
£150. Heybrook HB3Mk2 (black) 
plus H B3 stands, £200. Thorens 

TD166Mk6/UK/250, £195. 
Call (01926) 740254. 
e NAD 10003 preamp MC/MM. 3 
sets of outputs including balanced, 
THX approved. Boxed, instructions, 
£135. (01642) 594645. 
e Nairn NaCDS CD player (£3,940) 
£2,450 ono (18 months old, boxed). 
Linn LP12 CherryjValhalla/ Aro 
(£2,555) £1,750 ono (1 year old, 
boxed). Linn Troika cartridge (£788) 
£145 ono. Acoustic Precision FR1 
loudspeakers (£800) £575 ono (1 
year old, boxed). Call (0118) 946 1132 
(eves) or (0118) 958 5463 (day). 
• Nakamichi Cassette Deck I. Mint 
condition, boxed with instructions, 

on a first-come, first-served basis, 
subject to available space, and Dennis 
Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the 
accuracy of the information contained 
therein, nor any consequence arising 
from it, nor for any typographical 
errors. We reserve the right to amend or 
refuse adverts at the Editor's discretion 
and cannot guarantee that an advert 
will appear in any specific issue. 
*This service is FREE to subscribers, pro­
vided their subscriber number is enclosed. 

serviced by Nakamichi (B&W). £425 
ono. Quad FM3 tuner. Superb, £75. 
Call (01202) 481386. 
• Pair of Papworth M lOO power 
amps, £1,950. Linn Sondeck £450, 
Alphason HR1005 MC5 tonearm 
£offers. Pair of KEF 104.2s, £695. 
Pair of Rega ELAs, f 195. 
Call (0181) 886 9675. 
• Nakamichi DR3 cassette deck, 
Linn X2 phono leads, as new, boxed, 
hardly used, £275 ovno. Call Noil on 
(0181) 574 0487. 
e Philips 950 CD player £100. 
Atacama SE24 stands £45. Mordaunt 
MSlO speakers £40. All boxed and 
mint condition, would post. 
Call (01278) 782622. 
• Pioneer BSS 780 Sound Chair 
Limited Edition, excellent condition, 
£500 ono. Tel (0467) 605763., after 
6pm (01782) 857632. 
e Pioneer A-300R Precision and 
Mission 750LE. Both vgc, approx. 18 
months old. Bargain at £350 (£650). 
Edinburgh (0131) 657 5538. . 
e Pioneer CT91 A Reference Series 
cassette deck. Three head, Dolby 
B/C/HX-Pro. Excellent spec, mint 
condition. Very low usage, boxed. 
Reasonable offers: (01924) 279637. 
• Precious Metals Silver Signal 
204 interconnects. Cost £430 new, 
mint condition, £215 ono. Call 
(01246) 550064. 
• Precious Metals Silver Signal 
loudspeaker cable 104, 4x4m, boxed 
with receipt, in perfect condition. 
£220 new, will accept £140 ono. Call 
(01903) 533069 (Worthing). 
e QED headphone amp plus 
Sennheiser HD 450 headphones. 
Cracking combination for sensible 
money: £50. Swap for M/F X 10D, 
X PSU etc? Telephone Alex on 
(01664) 566362. 
e Quad 34/405-2 amplifier also 
34/306 amplifier £400, mint, boxed. 
Arcam Alpha CD £150, mint, boxed. 
Call (01904) 488266. 

• Quad 77 power amp, mint. Boxed 
and manual. Still U/G. £410. Call 
(01903) 247779 (Sussex). 
e Quad valve stereo radiogram 
with Garrard 301/SME, vgc, £625. 
Pair very large enclosures with 
upward-facing drive units. Offers? 
Call (01842) 812895. 
• Rega HAL preamp +2 Exon 
power amps, £800. Also wanted, REL 
Storm sub-woofer. (01908) 510838 
(Milton Keynes). 
e Royd Minstrel floorstanders, black, 
boxed, £ 150. Celef Domestic-2 
standmounts, teak, boxed, with 
Partington stands, £95. Ex cond. 
Call Mark: (0958) 917576 (Staffs). 
e Spendor SP1 speakers on Target 
HJ12 stands £275 ono. Also Tannoy 
M2 (cherry) on Epos stands (£100). 
Tel: (01628) 524896 (Bucks). 
e TDL RTL3SE, 1 year old, mint, 
boxed, cherry finish. £225, postage 
£10. Tel Dundee (01382) 205560 
or 566085. 
e Technics RS-AZ7 cassette deck, 
Amorphous-Z head, superb recording 
and playback, remote. Worth £300, 
sell for £180 ono. Mint, 18 months 
old, 3-year warranty! Call Leonel on 
(0118) 941 0771 or (07957) 344541. 
e 30-40 hi-fi magazines for sale -
Hi-Fi Choice, What Hi-Fi, Hi-Fi News, 
plus Kerrang! and Q. £8 for the lot. 
Buyer collects (Thurs, Sat or Sun). 
Call (01132) 933478. 

WAN TE D 

• Record cleaning machine -
Nitty Gritty or VPI 16. Call Alan 
(01485) 570857. 

� BUYING TIPS 
r I j i Buying secondhand can be 
· · 

a great way to pick up a 

bargain. A formerly-expensive second­

hand component might well prove a 

better long-term bet than a brand-new 

product engineered down to a price. Do 

some research on which brands and 

products have a good service back-up, 

so if something does go wrong, you can 

get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a 

secondhand hi-li dealer, you're unlikely 

to get any warranty. So it's up to you 

to ensure the fitness of any gear that 

you buy. Products such as speakers 

should be less prone to breakdown 

than amplifiers, and amps should be 

more reliable than CD players. But 

any abused component could be 

troublesome - have a proper dem, and 

judge the seller as well as the goods! 



IISSIDn IISSIDn liS SI On IISSIDn 
mission products are available from the following authorized dealers .. 

MISSION & 

CYRUS 

at 

HiFi Experience 
77 Series Speakers and the complete 

range of Cyrus Electronics on 

demonstration inc aCAl Pre-Amplifier 

and oPAl 150w Monobloc Amps 

227 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON 

TEL: 0171 580 3535 • FAX: 0171 436 4733 

17 CONISCLIFFE ROAD, DARLINGTON, CO. DURHAM 

TEL: 01325 481418 • FAX: 01325 382982 

The 

S9und 'gallery 
• 

The facts about those 
really nice people 

at The Sound Gallery 

• Formed in 1985 � 
• Easy to approach � 
• Best products in each field 
• Comparative testing 
• Depth of knowledge 
• Multi-room experts 
• AV systems on demonstration 
• Home Installations 

(we leave when you're happy) 

• Finally, after all these years 
we stilr love music 

AKG e 

Arcam e 

B&W e 

Chord CO e 

Definitve tech • 

Denon • 

JBL e 

Kef • 

Linn hili • 

Linn knekt • 

Miller & kreisel • 

Mission • 

Mordaunt short e 

�j��������l �1111 ";�:::: 
Sennheiser • 

Stax • 

and more .. 

For a full list of mission dealers call 01480 451777 



HI - FI PRICE GUIDE 

� BEST BUYS: Awarded to group-tested products which display an 
� unbeatable blend of performance and value for money. 

� RECOMMENDED: Top performers in group tests: perhaps not the 
Ci.j cheapest but possibly more sophisticated than Best Buys. 

�1 EDITOR'S CHOICE: More expensive components which exhibit out­
� standing engineering, industrial design and sound quality. 

Our Three Step Guide to Buying Hi-Fi 
The Hi-Fi Choice Price Guide and Directory are extremely simple 
to use, but contain all the information you need to select and buy 
the perfect hi-fi system. Here's how it works. n DISCOVER which products fall within your budget by using our 

Price Guide, which starts on this page. The product listing is updat­
ed using manufacturers' data every other month, and aims to 

include every hi-fi component currently available in the UK. (But please fax 
us on 0171-917 5512 with any omissions!) it is an alphabetical listing divided 
into different types of hi-fi component, and also into price bands. n PRODUcrs whose names are printed in RED are those we have 

reviewed, which you can read about in the Directory (starts after 
the Price Guide). Here you will leam which items have been sin­

gled out for our famous Best Buy, Recommended or Editor's Choice 
awards, denoting products of exceptional quality and value. The Directory is 
sorted by product type and listed alphabetically, and the beginning of each 
section provides essential information about each kind of hi-fi component. n FIND your nearest hi-fi store in our Dealer Directory (at the end 

of the Directory) to book a demonstration of the hi-fi equipment 
you want to hear. Remember to take your own LPs or CDsl 

DIRECTORY INDEX 
ITEM PACE NUMBER 

PRICE CUIDE 94 

REVIEWED PRODUCTS 

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 106 

PREAMPLIFIERS 107 

POWER AMPLIFIERS 108 

CABLES 

ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS 108 

DICITAL INTERCONNECTS 108 

LOUDSPEAKER CABLES 109 

CARTRIDGES 110 

CASSETTE DECKS 111 

CD PLAYERS 111 

CD TRANSPORTS 114 

DACS 114 

DVD PLAYERS 114 

DICITAL RECORDERS 114 

HEADPHONES 115 

LOUDSPEAKERS 116 

SUBWOOFERS 118 

STANDS & SUPPORTS 119 

TONEARMS 110 

TUNERS 110 

TURNTABLES 111 

FACTSBACK SERVICE 119 
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Akai AMI lOO €) sow 230 
AMC 3020 0 20W 100 
AMC 302SA 0 30W 140 
AMC 3050A 0 4SW 170 
ArCilm Alpha One @ 35W 230 
Arislon AX910 0 30W BO 
cam bridge A 1 Mk Ill 0 3!JW 100 
cambridge AI Mk3 SE 0 30W 120 
cam bridge A3i 0 6!JW 200 
cambridge ASOORC @ srm 200 
Denon PMA-2SOSE €) 30W 140 
Denon PMA-3SOSE €) srm IBO 
Denon PMA-535R €) sow 230 
Denon PMA-1 OOM €) BOW 240 
Goodmans Delta 900A €) IOOW 130 
H/K HK630 0 4!JW 230 
H/K HK3270 @ 65W 250 
JVC AX-A372BK €) 4!JW 200 
JVC AX-RSBK €) 45W 200 
Kenwood KA·I 080 0 60W 140 
Kenwood KA-30BOR 0 70W 170 
Kenwood KAF-30 I OR 0 70W IBO 
Maranlz PM-48 €) srm ISO 
Maranlz PM-57 €) srm 200 
Maranlz SR-47 0 40W 200 
Maranlz PM-66SE €) sow 230 
MusiC<ll Fidelity El @ 30W 199 
NAD 310 @ 20W 100 
NAD C320 @ 4!JW 200 
NAD 312 €) 25W 200 
Pioneer A·l 05 €) 30W 130 
Pioneer A· 204R €) 2SW 160 
Proneer A-300R €) srm 200 
Pioneer A-305R €) sow 200 
Pioneer A-407R €) 4SW 230 
Pioneer A-40SR €) 4SW 2SO 
Rega Brio 0 30W 229 
Rolel RA921 €) 20W 100 
Rolel RA931 0 3SW ISO 
Rolel RA971 @ 70W 200 
Sansui AUX-410R €) srm ISO 
Sansui AUX-SIOR @ 70W 230 
Sherwood AX 40SOR €) srm ISO 
Sherwood AX-7030R €) 9SW 230 
Sony TA-FE210 0 40W 130 
Sony TA-FE320R €) 60W ISO 
Sony TA-F248E €) sow 200 
T eac AE-2000 @ sow 180 
Teac AR-600 f) 9!JW 200 
Technics SU-V300 @ 2SW ISO 
Technics SU-VSOO @ 30W 180 
Technrcs SU-A600 Mk3 €) 37W 200 
Technics SU-V620 @ 70W 230 
Technrcs SU-A700 Mk3 €) 45W 2SO 

Yamaha AX-392 €) 6!JW 170 
Yamaha AX-9 €) srm 200 
Yamaha AX-492 €) BSW 220 

£251 TO £500 

ArCilm Alpha 7R €) 4!JW 2BO 
Arcam Alpha BR €) srm 300 
Arcam Alpha 9 f) 7!JW soo 
Audio Analogue Puccin1 €) 4!JW 475 
Audrogram MB I 0 4!JW 493 
Aura V A-I 00 11 €) 7!JW 3SO 
Creek 4330 €) 4!JW 279 
Creek 4330R €) 4fNo/ 3SS 
Creek S2SO @ srm 4SO 
Cymbol CAI @ 4!JW 499 
Cyrus SL @ 5rNY 398 
Denon PMA-735R €) 65W 300 
Denon PMA-ISOOR €) 70W soo 
EMF Audro $ecuel €) srm 4SO 
H/K HK650 @ 60W 330 
Kenwood KA-5090R €) 6SW 300 

Magnum lA 120 @ 65W 265 
Magnum IA170 @ 96W 330 
Magnum lA 170SE @ 90W 430 
Maranlz PM-68 @ 9!JW 300 

Maranlz PM-66 Kl Sig. 
Micromega Minium Series 2 
Monrio Asty 
MusiC<ll Fidelity Ell 
Musical Fidelity X-A I 
Musical Fidelity A2 
Myryad T-40 
NAD 314 
NAD 317 
Onkyo A9210 
Onkyo A921 
Onkyo A922 
Orelle SA-l 00 
Pioneer A-400X 
Pioneer A-60SR 
Pioneer A-300R Precision 
Rega Luna 
Rega Mira 
Shearne 2.S 
Sony TA-FB920R 
Sony TA-FA30ES 
Sony TA-F3000ES 
Talk Electromcs Stonm I 
Teac AH-500 
Technics SU-ABOOD Mk2 
Technics SU·A900D Mk2 
Thule Audio Spirit IA60 
Token KSO 
Yamaha AX-592 

£501 TO £700 

Alchemist Kraken APD6A 
Alchemist Nemesis 
Audio Analogue Puconi SE 
Audio Note Kanji Line SE 
Audio Note First integrated 
Audiogram MB2 
CR Dev CR324se 
CR Dev Kalypso 
CR Dev CR32S 
Creek 52SOSE 
Cyrus 111r 
Densen Beal B-1 00 Mkll 
Exposure XX Super 
Gamma Gemini 
H/K HK690 
Hi Q Sound MCI 
JoLida 202 
LFD lntegraled 0 
Linn Majik (Line) 
Lynwood Opal 
Magnum IA200 
Magnum Class A 
Micromega Tempo 1 
Musical Fidelity A220 
Myryad Ml 120 
Nairn Nait 3 
Orelle SA-l OORX 
Primare A20 Mk 11 
Quad 77 lnlegrated 
Rose Scion 
Shearne Phase 2 
Sugden Audilion T 
Talk Electronics Siorm 2 
Teac AB-X7R 
Thule Audio Spirit lA I 00 
Thule Audio Spirit IA60B 

£701 TO £1,000 

Alchemist Nexus 
Alchemist Forseti lnlegrated 
Area m Alpha I 0 
Aria 52 
Audio Nole Oto Line PP 
AVI S2000MI 
Copland CSA8 
Credo IMP702 
Credo IMP703 
Electrocompaniel Kl-2 
Exposure YN Super 
Exposure RCXXV 
Holfi Audrs Signature 
LFD 0 LE lnlegraled 
Linn Majik (Phono) 
Magnum Class A SE 
Maranlz PM-17 
Meridian SSI 
Micromega Tempo 2 
MusiC<ll Fidelity X-AIOOR 
Na1m Nait 3 R 
Opera Aida 
Pioneer A-07 
Rega Elicil 
Roksan (aspian 
Shearne Phase 2 Reference 
Sonneteer Alabaster 
Sugden A21a 1nl 
Sugden Audition C 
TAG McLaren 601 
TAG McLaren 60iRV 
Thule Audio Spiril lA I SOB 

£1001 TO £2.000 

Aria Simply Four P 

€) srm 400 
@ 40W 400 

0 ssw 400 

@ 6!JW 300 

@ sow 480 

€) 25W 500 

€) sow 400 

@ 3SW 260 

@ BOW 470 

€) 40W 260 

f) sow 3SO 

f) 70W 400 

f) srm 499 

€) srm 300 

0 arm 400 

€) 35W 400 
@ 40W 37S 

€) 60W 450 

€) 3SW 499 

€) 6SW 300 

€) BOW 400 

€) 40W soo 

@ srm soo 

@ sow 280 

0 ssw 300 

0 7!JW 400 

€) 60W 449 

€) ssw 3SO 

€) IOOW 280 

€) SSW 600 

@ BOW 700 

0 4!JW 635 

9W 699 

40W 699 

0 60W 599 

€) I SOW 569 

0 ISW S99 

€) 17SW 699 

@ 60W 66S 

@ sow 59B 

0 6!JW 650 

@ ssw 700 

E) 12W 699 

@ IOOW S30 

0 30W S6S 

€) 40W 695 

0 sow S49 

@ 33W 6SO 

@ 80W 685 

f) IOOW S99 

@ 8SW 690 

@ sow 700 

0 sow 700 

@ 60W 600 

0 3!JW S90 

f) 7SW 649 

0 70W 600 

E) BSW 700 

€) 6SW 615 

€) sow 689 

0 6SW 549 

@ sow 6SO 

€) srm 700 

€) lOOW 600 

0 60W 699 

€) 799 

@ IOOW 1,000 

€) lOOW 800 

0 12W 1.000 

12W 9SO 

€) IOOW 999 

€) 60W 899 

0 70W 850 

70W 1,000 

0 sow 99S 

ssw BOO 

@ 60W 1,000 

0 6SW 7SO 

0 60W 799 

€) 33W BOO 

0 BOW 795 

@ 6fJW 900 

@ ssw 79S 

f) 70W 900 
@ 75W 999 

0 30W 780 

€) 60W 795 

€) BOW 999 

0 70W 730 

@ 70W 79S 

0 sow 799 

0 sow 900 

0 25W 799 

0 60W 799 

@ 60W 800 

@ 60W 999 

0 I SOW 999 

0 24W I,S9S 



Aria Simply Four T 0 IIW 1,650 
Art Audio Integra lOW 1,499 
ATC SIAl-150 0 I SOW 1,9B4 
Audio Note Soro Line PP 20W 1,200 
Audro Note Oto Lrne SE 0 12W 1,200 
Audio Note Oto Phono SE €l 12W 1,500 
Audio Note Soro Line SE lBW 1,699 
BB Audio BB JQ-60 @ lOW 1,495 
Beam-Echo SA-50 €l sow 1,950 
Bow Technologies Wazoo @ sow 1,795 
Bl'(Ston B-60 0 WN 1,249 
Copland C5A 14 0 WN 1,199 
Copland CSA2B 0 60W 1,249 
Copland QA402 0 l5W 1,69B 
CR Dev Ramulus Vl 0 l5W 1,198 
CR Dev Athena 0 lBW 1,499 
CR Dev Remus VJ 0 60W 1,989 
Credo LIM 702 1,191 
Credo LIM 70l t,249 
Densen DM-1 0 @ 75W 1,375 
EAR 859 @ llW 1,999 
EAR Bl4 @ 40W 1,999 
Golden Tube Audio SI-50 Mkll E) SOW l,too 
Graaf Venticinque 0 20W 1,790 
Jadis Orchestra 0 l,l45 
LFD Integrated I 0 65W 1,099 
Marantz PM-17KI Sig @ 60W 1,300 
Meracus lntrare @ 60W 1,095 
NAD SJOO 0 IOOW 1,900 
Praecisa Senora 0 lOOW 1,800 
Pnmare AJO.l @ lOOW 1,500 
Restek Fantasy 2 @ IOOW 1,499 
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Integrated @ 25W 1,299 
T+A R1200R 0 90W 1,750 
Thule Audio Space IA250B 0 250W 1,799 
Woodside ISA2l0 Line 0 lOW 1,099 
Woodside ISA2JO Disc 0 lOW 1,249 
YBA lntegre DT @ 1,650 

OVER £2,000 

Adyton Opera 0 sow 2,595 
AMP flux System 2 0 sow l,OOO 
Ana Simply 845 0 24W l,195 
Audio Note Meishu Line 9W 2,750 
Audio Note Ongaku €l 26W 56,000 
Audio Research CA50 0 l,l99 
Belcanto SETi40 40W 4,450 
Belcanto Orteo lOSI l5W 5,450 
Cary CAD·lOOSEI 0 IIW l,995 
Conrad-Johnson CAV-50 0 sow 2,495 
EAR V20 @ 24W 2,495 
Electrocompaniet ECI-1 @ lOOW 2,195 
Gamma Rhythm 0 lBW 2,499 
Gamma Rhythm Ref 0 20W l,499 
Gamma Moment 0 40W 19,999 
Jadis DAJO 0 lOW 2,690 
Jadis DA60 0 60W 4,4Bl 
Krell KAVJOOi 0 I SOW 2,495 
Krell KAVlOOr l,lll 
Mclntosh MA6400E 0 100W l,999 
Mclntosh MA6BOOE 150W 5,999 
Meracus Onesta 0 75W 2,595 
Musical Fidelity A I 001 @ 200W 2,500 
Pioneer A-Q9 0 45W 4,000 
Rowland Concentra @ IOOW 5,500 
Sonus Faber Musica 2,295 
T+A RISOOR @ 1l5W 2,015 
Tube Tech Unisis Sig. lnt. lOW 2,l00 
Tube T ech Synergy PPS 0 150W 6,900 

PREAMPS 
KEY 

0 (etc) - Number of line-level inputs. 

Ph - Phono input fitted as standard 

(may be an option on some other models). 

UP TO £500 

Arcam Alpha 9C @ 400 
Ana Simply Phono Ph 500 
Art Audio Minuet 499 
Audio Analogue Bellini 0 Ph 495 
Audio Note M Zero 0 299 
Beam-Echo PP-21 Ph 499 
Bl'(Ston BPI 0 Ph 4lB 
CR Dev Them is Ph l49 
Creek OBH-9 160 
Creek P4l/R <ll l50 
Creek P52 <ll 499 
Crimson CS61 OC E) Ph 450 
Cyrus aEQ7 Ph 498 
Densen DP-Dnve/DP-Q2 l50 
DPA Enl'ment phono Ph 275 
EAR Bl4P Ph l49 
EAR Bl4L 0 449 
EAR Bl4P/MC Ph 499 
Electrocompamet ECP-1 Ph 495 
Henley HMCSO 150 
Henley HMCIOO l50 
Hi Q Sound LCP2 149 
LFD Mrstral Lrnestage 0 449 
LFD LSO Linestage 0 499 
Lumley PP70 <ll l45 
Lumley PPI @ l45 

HI - FI PRICE GUIDE 

Magnum MP120 <ll llO 
Magnum MP660 <ll 500 
Magnum MPllO <ll 500 
Monrio ADN-N Ph 295 
Monrio Asty L 0 500 
Moth lO Passive 0 149 
Moth lO Phono Ph 249 
Moth lO Line stage 0 l49 
Musical Fidelity XIQ.D 0 120 
MUSIGll Fidelity X-LP Ph llO 
Musical Fidelity X·PRE 0 200 
Musical Fidelity E20 0 Ph 400 
NAD PP-I Ph 40 
NAD 114 <ll Ph 270 
NAD 116 <ll Ph 4l0 
Nairn Prefix 360 
Naim NAC92 0 4B5 
NVA P50 0 350 
Parasound P/HP·IOO Ph llO 
Parasound P/HP-B50 0 Ph 400 
QED Drscsaver OS-I Ph 35 
Rega EOS Ph l9B 
Rega Cursa 0 Ph 450 
Roksan Artaxerxes I 0 Ph l95 
Rose RV·2l €l Ph 450 
Rotel RQ970BX Ph llO 
Rote! RC971 0 150 
Rote! RC972 0 225 
Sunfire Phono Ph 4l0 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 1 <ll 500 
Technics SU-(1000 Mk2 @ Ph lOO 
Thule Audro Sprnt PRIOO 0 400 
Trilogy 905 l75 
Trilogy 904 Ph l75 
Trilogy 900 €l Ph 499 

£50 I TO £2,000 

Adyton Chorus 1,995 
Alchemrst Kraken Pre <ll 549 
Alchemist Forseti Pre @ 999 
Alchemist Signature Pre @ 1,499 
Aria Feather One 0 795 
Aria Mystery Two 0 1,750 
Aria Mystery One 0 1,750 
Art Audio Headline 0 700 
Art Audio VPL 741 
Art Audio Condudor Phono 750 
Art Audio VPt 952 
Art Audio Condudor 0 1,250 
Art Audio Condudor Export 2,000 
Audio Note M I Lrne 550 
Audio Note M I RIAA Ph 550 
Audio Note M2 Line 999 
Audio Note Discovery 999 
Audio Note M2RIAA Ph 1,099 
Audio Prism Mantissa 0 1,995 
Audio Research LSS 1,449 
Audio Research PHl Ph 1,490 
Audio Research LS9 1,949 
Audio Synthesis Pro Passion 0 595 
Audio Synthesis Passion E) 69S 
Audio Synthesis Passion BS 0 1,295 
Audio Synthesis Passion BM <ll 1,695 
Aura CA-200 Ph 700 
AVI S2000MP <ll 949 
AVI S2000MP+P 0 Ph 1,199 
Beam-Echo SP-21 0 Ph 1,116 
Bryston .4 0 642 
Bryston BP5 0 Ph B89 
Bryston BP20 1,126 
Bryston BP-25 1,326 
Canary Audio CA-606 0 1,295 
Canary Audio CA-601 0 1,595 
Cary SLP-50 €l 995 
Cary SLP-74 0 1,795 
Cary PH-lOI Ph 1,795 
Chord Phono Ph 1,89B 

Chord CPA I BOO @ 1,905 
Concordant Exhilerant 900 
Concordant Exquisite 1,950 
Conrad-Johnson PV-IOAL 0 995 
Conrad-Johnson PV-IOA 0 Ph 1,295 
Conrad-Johnson PV·12AL 0 1,990 
Conrad-Johnson EF·l Ph 1,990 
Conrad·Johnson PF-2 0 Ph 1,990 
Copland CSAJOl 0 Ph 1,099 
Copland QAJOl Mkll 0 Ph 1,249 
CR Dev Carmenta 0 659 
CR Dev Argento Ph 699 
Credo CMP004 1,246 
Credo CMPOo5 l,B76 
Cyrus aCA7 <ll 79B 
Cyrus aEQ7/PSX-R Ph 826 
Densen Beat B-200 0 1,000 
Densen DM-20 <ll 1,200 
DNM l Start 0 Ph 1,000 
DNM lA Start 0 Ph 1,650 
DPA Enlightenment pre 795 
Dynavector L200 0 995 
Dynavector PI 00 Ph 1,495 
Dynavector L I 00 0 1,995 
Earmax Pre 0 l,B95 
ECA Vista S 0 760 

ECA Vista HO 0 BBO 
ECA Prisma Ph 8BO 
Electrocompaniet EC-4.5 1,195 

Electrocompaniet EC-4.6 
Exposure XIX 
Exposure XVII 
Golden Tube Audio SEP-2 
Golden Tube Audio SEP-l 
Graaf WFB Two 
Graaf WFB One 
Henley HMQOO 
Hi Q Sound MCB2 
Hi Q Sound MCL2 
Jadis DPL2 
Krell KAV250p 
LFD MCI Phonostage 
LFD LSI Linestage 
LFD MC2 Phonostage 
LFD LS2 Linestage 
LFD LSB Linestage 
Linn Wakonda 
linn Linto 
Linn Kairn 
Lumley LV1.5 
Lumley LVI 
Lumley PV1.5 
Lumley PVI 
Matisse Atom 
Mclntosh C712 
Meracus lngredi 
Meridian 501 
Meridian 562 

Meridian 562V 
Meridran 502 
Mrchell lso/Lithos 
Mrchell Orca 
Michi RHC-10 
Michi RHQ-10 
Michi RHA·IO 
Micromega Tempo P 
Muse Model l 
Musical Fidelity F25 
Myryad MPIOO 
NAD IlB 
Narm NAC92R 
Naim NAC72 
Naim NAC102 
Quad 77 Pre 
Quad 99 Pre 
Rega Hal 
Roksan Artaxerxes l</(lS 1.5 
Roksan ROK-L2.5 
Rose RV·2lS 
Rote! RC995 
Shearne Phase 6 Pre 
Shearne Phase I Pre Ref 
Siemel MQO 
Siemel MM20 
Siemel TUIO 
Siemel TR20 
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Pre 1 P 
Sonic Frontiers Phono 1 
Sonographe SQ6 
Sugden Audition Pre 
Sugden Masterclass Pre 
Sumo Athena 11 Lrne 
Sumo Athena IIB/11 LS 
Sumo Athena Ill 
Sumo Artemis uP 
Sunfire The Classic 
T+A P1200R 
TAG McLaren PAIO 
TAG McLaren PPA20 
TAG McLaren PA20R 
Talk Electronics Hurncane 2 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 3 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 4 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 5 

Technics SU-QOOO 
Thorens TIP-2000F 
Thule Audio Spirit PRISOB 
Trilogy 901 
Trilogy 906 
Trilogy 902 
Tron Retro 
T ran Nucleus Ph ono 
Tron Nucleus 
Tube T ech Seer line 
Tube T ech Mac Phono 
Tube Tech Prophet 
van Den Hul Pre-amp 
Wilson Benesch Stage One 
Woodside SQ7 Line 
Woodside SQ6 Line 
XTC PRE-1 
Yamaha CX-2 
YBA l 
YBA lntegre 
YBA 2 

OVER £2,000 

Adyton Temper 
Adyton Modus 
ATC SCA2 
Audio Note MlLine 
Audio Prism Avanti 
Audio Research LS15 
Audio Research LS25 
Audio Research REF I 
Boulder LJAE 

<ll 

0 Ph 
0 
0 
0 Ph 
0 Ph 

Ph 
0 
0 

Ph 
0 

Ph 
0 
0 
0 

<ll 
<ll 
<ll 
0 Ph 
0 Ph 
<ll 
<ll Ph 
<ll 
0 

0 

@ 

Ph 

0 
0 
0 Ph 
@ 

0 
0 
<ll 
0 Ph 
0 Ph 
<ll Ph 

Ph 
0 
0 Ph 
0 
<ll 
<ll 

Ph 
Ph 

<ll 
<ll 

Ph 
Ph 

0 
0 
0 
<ll 
<ll 
<ll 
<ll 
0 
0 
0 Ph 

Ph 
<ll 
@ 
@ 
@ 
@ 
<ll Ph 
€l Ph 
<ll 
<ll 

Ph 
<ll 
0 

Ph 
0 
0 

Ph 
0 
0 

Ph 
0 

@ 
0 Ph 
<ll 
<ll 
@ 

<ll 

0 
0 

0 
<ll 

1,750 
BOO 

B50 
990 

1,995 
1,l50 
1,750 

600 
545 
645 

1,590 

1,999 
949 

999 
1,499 
1,599 
1,999 

750 
850 

1,400 
895 

l,ISO 
1,700 
1,700 
1,000 
1,999 

925 

695 
765 

995 
1,295 

S99 
1,650 

795 
1,150 
1,150 
l,ISO 

1,990 
1,500 

600 
1,000 

650 
745 

1,0BO 

850 
1,l00 

99B 
1,1SO 
1,250 

525 
525 
999 

1,499 
6SO 

6SO 
1,599 

1,599 
B99 

1,999 
995 
549 

1,995 
767 
9B7 
987 

1,595 
1,630 

965 
B49 

1,499 
1,499 

650 
900 

1,550 
1,900 

700 

699 
699 
750 
995 

1,595 
1,000 
2,000 
2,000 

935 
1,1SO 
1,970 
1,700 

995 
949 

1,557 
1,250 

650 
1,199 
1,199 
1,999 

2,495 
2,695 
2,599 
2,650 
7,995 
l,l99 
4,999 
B,495 
2,100 

Boulder LSAE l,400 
Boulder LSM l,BOO 
Boulder 20 I 0 @ 22,000 
Canary Audio CA-801 0 3,750 
Cary SLP-98L 0 2,595 
Chord CPA 2200 <ll 2,5l0 
Chord CPA l200 <ll l,785 
Chord CPA 4000 <ll 6,675 
Conrad·Johnson PF-R 0 2,490 
Conrad·Johnson PV-12A 0 Ph 2,590 
Conrad-Johnson Premier 15 Ph 3,995 
Conrad-Johnson Premier 14 0 4,495 
Conrad-Johnson Premier 16LS 0 7,995 
Conrad-Johnson Art 0 14,995 
CAT SLI Ultimate 0 Ph 5,950 
CR Dev Kastor <ll 2,995 
Credo LPR 001 2,B15 
DNM 3C Primus 0 Ph 2,550 
DNM l( Twin 0 Ph l,BOO 
DNM lC Six 0 Ph S,050 
EAR 802MC 0 Ph 2,599 
EAR GBB 0 Ph 9,999 
EAR P52 0 Ph 15,999 
Gamma Era Ref 0 Ph 7,999 
Graaf GM1l.5B <ll l,750 
Jadis DPL 0 2,900 
Jadis DPMC Ph 2,900 
Jadis JPL 0 4,200 
Jadis JPP200 4,290 
Jadis JPlOMC 0 Ph 5,290 
Jadis JPS2 0 6,690 
Jadis JPBOMC 0 Ph 10,166 
Jadis JP200MC 15,900 
Krell KRO 0 2,998 
Krell KRC-HR 0 6,949 
LFD Disc Preamp Ph 4,499 
Mark Levinson 25S Ph 2,950 
Mark levinson 380 <ll l,995 
Mark Levinson 3805 <ll 6,495 
Matisse Fantasy @ 2,500 
Matisse Reference 0 Ph l,500 
Mclntosh C22 <ll Ph 2,999 
Mclntosh C40 <ll Ph 4,999 
Mclntosh 09 <ll Ph 5,999 
Meracus Pretare 0 Ph 2,195 
Naim NAC82 <ll 2,225 
Naim NAC52 <ll l,450 
Roksan ROK-L 1.5 0 2,250 
Rowland Synergy 0 4,999 
Rowland Coherence 0 14,999 
Sonic Frontiers Line 1 2,499 
Sonic Frontiers line 2 l,299 
Sonic Frontiers line 3 4,999 
T +A Pre DAJOOO 2,640 
T echnrcs SU-0000 0 Ph 2,997 
Trilogy 918 e 2,775 
Woodside SQ6 lrne & Phono 0 Ph 2,2ll 
YBA I <ll l,500 

POWER AMPS 
KEY 

'lOW' - Rated RMS output power per 

channel into nominal load of 8 Ohms. 

UP TO £500 

Arcam Alpha BP 
Arcam Alpha 9P 
Creek A4J 
Creek A52 
Crrmson CS620C 
Cyrus XPA 
Cyrus Power 
Earmax Headphone 
Earmax Headphone Pro 
LFD Mistral Power 
LFD PAD Powerstage 
Magnum MFt 20 
Marantz MA-500 
Marantz MA-700 
Moth lO Stereo 
Moth Phones-0 1 
Moth JO Mono/40 
Musical Fidelity X-CANS 
Musical Fidelity EJO 
Musrcal Fidelity X-ASO 
Myryad T-60 
Myryad MA 120 
NAD 912 
NAD 214 
NAD 216THX 
Narm NAP90/l 
Parasound HCA·750A 
Quad 99 Stereo Power 
Rega Maia 
Rote! RB971 
Rotel RB9Bl 
Rote! RB991 
Shearne 3.5 
Talk Eledronics Tornado I 
Technics SE-AIOOO Mk2 

£501 TO £2,000 
Alchemrst Kraken 1\vr 
Alchemist Forseti Pvvor 
Alchemist Signature Power 

sow 

70W 
sow 
70W 

sow 
sow 

IOOW 
O.lW 
0.1W 
60W 
sow 
BSW 

125W 
200W 
lOW 
O.IW 
40W 
0.1W 
IOOW 
sow 
sow 
WN 
30W 
sow 
125W 

lOW 
75W 
BSW 
BSW 
70W 

l30W 
200W 
l5W 
sow 
70W 

55W 
I SOW 
100W 

260 

400 
l99 
499 

450 
298 

49B 
l75 
475 

449 
499 
l65 
250 
400 
249 
299 
469 
130 
500 

500 
lOO 
480 
200 

l70 
470 
460 
450 
500 
450 
200 
lOO 
500 
4B9 
450 
l50 

549 
1,l99 
1,999 
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POWER AMPS (CONTINUEDI 

Arcam Alpha I OP lOON 600 
Aria Power 3S 3SW l,SOO 
Art Audro Qurntet !SW 1,393 
Art Audio Quintet SE MB ?? I,SOO 
Art Audio Concerto sow 1,669 
Audio Analogue Donizetti GOW S9S 
Audio Note The P 40W sso 
Audio Note P Zero 9W S99 
Audio Note PI 12W 7SO 
Audio Note PI SE 12W 999 
Audio Note P2 20W 1,000 
Audio Note P2SE lBW 1,499 
Audio Note Conqueror SW l,S99 
Audio Prism Antares 3SW 1,69S 
Audio Research D 130 BOW 1,890 
Audio Research VT60 3SW 1,999 
Aura PA-100 lOON 700 
Aura PA-200 IIOW 1,200 
Aura PA-200 C lOON 1,2SO 
AVI S2000MM I SOW 1,399 
Bryston 2B-lP 7SW 7SO 
Bryston 3B-ST PRO !SOW 1,160 
Bryston 38-ST !SOW 1,160 
Bryston THX3B I SOW 1,262 
Bryston 7B-ST PRO soow l,S4S 
Bryston 48-ST PRO 300W 1,7S6 
Bryston 7B-ST SOON l,SIS 
Bryston THX4B 300W l,BSO 
Bryston THX7B soow 1,886 
unary Audio CA-706 40W 1,69S 
unary Audio CA-708 sow 1,9SO 
Chord SPM 400 IOOW 1,42S 
Chord SPM 600 BOW l,BSO 
Conrad-Johnson MV-SS sow 1,99S 
Copland CSASIS lSOW 1,299 
Copland GASOS 67W 1,899 
CR Dev Amphion 12W 1,949 
Credo PMP 80� 1,876 
Creek A52SE lOON S99 
Crrmson CS630C IOOW 800 
Cyrus aPA7 I SOW 948 
Densen B-300 lOOW 800 
Densen DM-30 lOOW 1,200 
DNM PA Start 4SW 1,000 
DNM PAl Start 4SW 1,6SO 
DPA Enlightenment pwr IOOW 99S 
Dynaveclor HX7S 7SW 1,99S 
Earmax Power 2SW 1,89S 

ECA lectern S sow 880 
ECA lectern HD sow 1,480 
Electrocompaniet AW60ffi 60W 1,09S 
Exposure XVIII Super 70W BSO 
Golden Tube Audio SE-40 40W 1.100 
Golden Tube Audio SE-300B Mkll SW 1,790 
Graaf Venticinque P 2SW 1,42S 
Hi Q Sound MCM 70W 71S 
Jadis DAS 40W 1,749 
Krell KAVlSOa lSOW 1,990 
lexicon 212 120W l,BSO 
lFD PA I Powerstage 60W 999 
lFD PA2 Powerstage 7SW l,S99 
lFD PA2M Powerstage 90W 1,999 
linn lKIOO sow GSO 
Linn lK240 120W 7SO 
Linn AVSIOS lOON 1,200 
lynwood Ruby t20W 98S 
Magnum MF330 lSOW 68S 
Magnum MF660 12SW 82S 
Magnum ASOOSE 200W 1,48S 
Magnum ASOSE 200W l,S9S 
Mclntosh MC7100 IOOW 1,999 
Meracus Ciere GOW 1,09S 
Merrdran SSS GOW 7SO 
Meridian SSG IOOW 89S 
Merrdran SS7 200W 1,400 
Meridian SOS 160W l,S90 
Mrchell Alecto Stereo sow l,lSO 
Michell Alecto Mono IOOW 1,9SO 
Michi RHB-os IOOW 1,100 
Michi RHB-1 0 200W 2,000 
Micromega Amp IOOW l,ISO 
Monrio Asty P IOOW 9SO 
Moth Stereo 60 60W S99 
Moth 30 Mono/lOO IOOW 879 
Muse Model I 00 IOOW 1,490 
Musical Fidelity X-A200 200W 1,000 
NAD 218THX 200W BSO 
Nairn NAP140 4SW 770 
Nairn NAPIBO 60W 1,090 
Nairn NAP13S 7SW 1,70S 
Nairn NAP2SO 70W 1,70S 
NVA AGO 43W S60 
Papworth TVASO sow 1,42S 
Parasound HCA-1 OOOA 12SW 600 
Parasound HCA-ISOOA 20SW 1,000 
Quad 77 Power BSW 600 
Quad 909 140W 800 
Quad 707 140W 800 
Quad 99 Monoblock I SOW 1,200 
Rega EXS 70W S98 
Rega Exon 12SW 1,196 
Roksan Caspian Power 70W S9S 
Roksan ROK-515 IOOW 1,49S 
Rose RP-190 (Dual Mode) 7SW sso 
Shearne Phase 3 sow 639 
Shearne Phase 3 Reference sow 749 

IUIUIII!U•Uil JulyLAugust 19991 

HI - FI PRICE GUIDE 

Shearne Phase S Mono 
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Amp 1 
Sonographe SA2SO 
Sonographe SA400 
Sugden Audition Power 
Sugden A21 a Power 
Sumo Polarrs Ill 
Sumo Model Five 
Sumo Andromeda Ill 
T+A A1210 
T+A PA1220R 
T+A AlSOO 
T+A PAI SOOR 
TAG Mclaren 60P 
TAG Mclaren 1 OOP 
Talk Electronrc; Tornado 2 
Talk Electronics Tornado 3 
Talk Electronics Tornado 4 
Technics SE-A2000 
Thorens TTA-2000 
Thule Audio Sprrrt PA 100 
Thule Audio Spirit PA !SOB 
Trilogy 948 
Trilogy 948T 

I 
Tube T ech Syrinx 
Tube Tech Unisis Sig Pwr 

Woodside SA240 
Woodside MA 100 
Woodside ST ASO 
XTC POW-2 
Yamaha MX-2 
YBA 3 stereo 

'!'h .• ,.,.,1 
A on Cor ts 1.6 
Adyton Cordis 3B 
Aria Smart 84S 
Aria Smart 300B 
Art Audio Tempo 
Art Audio Quintet SE 
Art Audio Maestro 
ATC SPA2-200PRO 
ATC SPA2-1SO 
Audio Note P3 
Audio Note Quest 
Audio Note Yubi 
Audio Note Conquest 
Audio Note Tomei 
Audio Note Neiro 
Audio Note Ankoru 
Audio Prism Debut Mk 11 

Audio Prism Mana 
Audio Research VTSO 
Audio Research 100.2 
Audio Research VTI 00 Mkll 
Audio Research VT200 
Audio Synthesis Desire Decade 
Beam-Echo Dl7-3S 
Belcanto SET 40 
Belcanto Orteo 30S 
Belcanto SETBO 
Border Patrol 300B SE 
Border Patrol 300B SE (WE) 
Boulder 102AE 
Boulder 102M 
Boulder SOOAE 
Boulder SOOM 
Boulder 2060 
Boulder 20SO 
Bryston THXBB 
unary Audio CA-304 
unary Audio CA-30 I 
unary Audio CA-303 
ury CAD-S72SE 
ury CAD-300SE 
ury 300SE Sig 
ury CAO-sos 
Chord SPM I OOOB 
Chord SPM 1200B 
Chord SPM 1200C 
Chord SPM 1400B mono 
Chord SPM SOOO 
Conrad-Johnson MF22SO 
Conrad-Johnson MF-2SOO 
Conrad-Johnson Premier !lA 
Conrad-Johnson Premier 12 
Conrad·Johnson Premier 8XS 
Conrad·Johnson Premier 8A 
CAT Jll 
CR Dev Artemis 
Credo lPO 804 
Credo PMP ISS 
Credo lPO 4SS 
Credo lPO lSS 
ONM PA3 
DNM PASS 
Oynavector HXL2 
EAR 861 
EAR S09 Mk 11 
EAR Sl9 
EAR S49 
Electrocompaniet AWI 20DMB 
Electrocompaniet AW250R 
Eleclrocompaniet AWl BOMB 
Exposure IV 
Exposure XVI 

Gamma Aeon 

IOOW 
40W 
12SW 
220W 

2SW 
164W 
60W 

240W 
90W 
lOON 
140W 
135W 
GOW 
IOOW 
6SW 

lOOW 
IIOW 
IOOW 
30W 
lOON 
I SOW 
sow 
22W 
4SW 
30W 
40W 
IOOW 
sow 
I SOW 
I SOW 

120W 
2BOW 
24W 
24W 
30W 

?? 

lOON 
200W 
200W 

9W 
9W 
lBW 
lBW 
30W 
7W 

60W 
3SW 
IOOW 
sow 

IOOW 
IOOW 
200W 
200N 
30W 
40W 
3SW 
BOW 
9W 

IOW 
IOOW 
IOOW 
I SOW 
I SOW 
600W 
999W 
I SOW 
40W 
22W 
24W 
20W 
12W 
12W 
sow 

200W 
2SOW 
3SOW 
3SOW 
41SW 
BOW 
250W 
70W 
140W 
lSOW 
27SW 
IOOW 
3SW 

sow 
23W 
130W 
32W 
lOON 
IOOW 
200N 
120W 
2SOW 
I BOW 
sow 
12SW 
20W 

l,S98 Gamma Space Ref lBW 7,999 
1,299 Gamma Aeon Ref 70W 49,999 
1,19S Golden Tube Audio SE-1 00 IOOW 2,495 

1,69S Graaf SOSO sow 2,100 
S49 Graaf GM20 60W 2,8SO 
649 Graaf GMIOO IOOW 4,2SO 
9SO Graaf GM200 200W 7,SOO 

1,97S Jadis DAB BOW 2,990 
1,97S Jadis DA7 lOOW 4,790 

87S Jadrs JA30 30W S,l80 
1,44S Jadis SE300B lOW 7,980 
l,S3S Jadis JA80 GOW 9,S80 
1,66S Jadis JAlOO IOOW 10,298 

849 Jadis JA200 160W 13,980 
1,099 Jadis JASOO 400W 19,990 

600 Krell KAV2SQa 2SOW 3,14S 
7SO Krell KAVS00/2 IOOW 3,19S 

1,100 Krell KAVSOOi 200W 4,499 
1,100 Krell FPB200 200W S,998 
S99 Krell FPB2SOm 2SOW 8,994 
600 Krell FPB300 300W 9,SOO 
699 Krell FPB600 GOOW 12,900 

1,89S Krell FPB3SOm 3SOW IS,994 
1,89S Krell FPBGSOm 6SOW 23,800 
l,lSO lexicon 225 2SOW 2,SOO 
1,900 lexicon 501 soow S,OOO 
1,199 linn Klout BOW 2,400 
1,733 lumley MI2S 120W 3,7SO 
1,880 lumley M2SO 2SOW 7,SOO 
1,4SO Magnum Oass A mono 180W 2,4SO 

7SO Magnum A200SE 27SW 3,7SO 
1,299 Mana Stealth 300W 4,SOO 

Mark levinson 334 12SW 5,49S 
Mark levinson 33S 250W 7,49S 

3,49S Mark levinson 336 3SOW 8,99S 
12,99S Mark levinson 33H I SOW 19,39S 
3,SOO Matisse Ref Monoblocks I BOW 8,000 
4,2SO Mclntosh MC ISO lSOW 3,499 
2,499 Mclntosh MC300 300W 3,999 
2,SOO Mclnlosh MCSOO soow 8,999 
3,S24 Mclntosh MC I 000 999W 14,999 
2,0S6 Meracus Ten tare 7SW 2,24S 
2,699 Meracus Cilntare -w 8,99S 
2,1SO Muse Model 160 Ser. 11 160W 2,290 
2,7SO Muse Model ISO 12SW 2,690 
3,8SO Muse Model 17S Ser. 11 17SW 3,490 
4,4SO Muse Model 300 Ser. 11 300N 3,990 
B,SOO Musical Fidelity Fl6 200W 2,SOO 

11,360 Musical Fidelity Fl9 300W 4,000 
14,SOO Papworth M lOO lOON 2,64S 
2,49S Papworth M200 200N 3,82S 

12,99S Roksan ROK-MLS 160W 2,2SO 
2,9SO Rowland Model 2 7SW 4,999 
3,39S Rowland Model 6 lSOW 10,999 
4,9SO Rowland Model BT 2SOW 12,499 
8,790 Rowland Model 9T 3SOW 27,999 
2,49S Shearne Phase 1 Pwr Ref IOOW 2,399 
3,S2S Siemel TA20 sow 2,3SO 
3,4SO Sonic Frontiers Power 1 ssw 2,499 
4,7SO Sonic Frontiers Power 2 IIOW 4,999 
6,7SO Sonic Frontiers Power 3 220W 8,S99 

3,99S Sugden Masterclass Power 75W 2,99S 
4,49S Sumo Model T enjM 240W 4,200 
2,800 Sunfire load Invariant 300W 2,280 
3,100 Sunfire Signature GOOW 2,600 
4,99S T+A A3000 190W 2,8so· 
S,SOO TAG Mclaren 12SM 14SW 2,399 

2S,OOO Talk Electronics Tornado 5 200W 2,100 
43,SOO Trilogy 9S8T 4SW 3,39S 

2,38S Trilogy 9S8 lOON 3,39S 
2,69S Tube T ech Genesis Si g. IOOW 4,700 
2,99S Tube T ech Synergy DMA I SOW 6,400 
S,49S van Den Hul Power amp 6SW 2,SOO 
2,49S XTC POW-I 200W 2,2SO 
3,99S YBA 2 stereo 2,200 
4,79S YBA I HC stereo 4,999 
8,99S 
2,920 
3,790 
4,210 
8,420 

14,S70 
2,29S 
3,49S 
3,SOO 
6,900 

17,000 
17,000 
18,000 
4,99S 
2,456 
2,676 
4,97S 
6,983 
2,SOO 
3,7SO 
3,99S 
3,S99 
3,999 
4,699 
6,499 
2,69S 
3,99S 
4,S9S 
2,199 
4,000 Acoustic Precision Eikos Q 89.00 
4,999 Apertura Model B @ 260.00 

Apertura Model A c 469.00 
Argento Copper VC IOS.OO 
Argento Silver VC 22S.OO 
Art Yam Church 5000 Q SIS.OO 
Audro Note AN-A Q 18.00 
Audio Note AN-C Q 3S.OO 
Audro Note AN-S Q 99.00 
Audio Nole AN-V Q 179.00 
Audio Note AN-Vx Q 4SO.OO 
Audioquest Jade • 30.00 
Audioquest Turqu01se 2 @ 40.00 
Audioquest Topaz x2 @ S9.9S 
Audioquest Ruby x3 • 80.00 
Audioquest Quartz x3 • t2S.OO 
Audioquest Opal x3 • 200.00 
Audioquest Emerald x3 • 260.00 
Audioquest lapis x3 • 399.00 
uble Talk Improved 2/CD Q 26.00 
uble Talk Advanced 2 Q 34.95 
uble Talk Improved 2jTape Q 47.00 
uble Talk Monitor 2.1 Q so.oo 
uble Talk Studro 2 Q 6S.OO 
uble Talk Professional 2 Q ss.oo 
uble Talk Broadcast 2 @ 100.00 
uble Talk Reference 2 Q ISO.OO 
uble Talk Signature 2 Gold Q 300.00 
urn bridge Atlantic @ 10.00 
urn bridge Arctic Q 20.00 
umbrrdge Pacrfic Q 30.00 
umbrrdge Studro Reference @ 40.00 
urn bridge Silver Spirrt 40 Q 70.00 
umbridge Silver Sprrrt 60 © 100.00 
urdas Audio 300B-Microtwin Q IIS.OO 
urdas Audio Quadlink-Five Q 200.00 
urdas Audio urdas Cross Q 360.00 
urdas Audio Hexlink-Five C Q S30.00 
urdas Audio Hexlink Golden-s C @ 600.00 
urdas Audio Golden Cross Q 700.00 
ChordCo Chrysalis @ 40.00 
ChordCo Cobra 2 Q ss.oo 
ChordCo Siren @ 69.00 
ChordCo Chameleon 2 @ 90.00 
ChordCo Chorus Q 199.00 
Connections UK Ultra @ 28.00 
Connections UK Midas @ 39.00 
Connections UK HD Q 46.00 
DBF Acoustics Black Velvet Q 30.00 
DBF Acoustics Black Velvet SE @ 40.00 
DBF Acoustics Azure SE @ 7S.OO 
DNM-Reson TCC7S ® 3S.OO 
DPA Slink ® 41.00 
DPA White Slrnk ® 75.00 
OPA Black Slrnk ® 220.00 
Ecosse Ref CA I Q GS.OO 
Ecosse Ref CS I Q 7S.OO 
Ecosse Ref MA2 @ ISS.OO 
Ecosse Ref MS2 Q IGS.OO 
Ecosse Ref US I @ sso.oo 
Expressrve Tech IC-1 @ 700.00 
Gamma Wow Balance Q 799.00 
Goertz M I Interconnect Q ® 14S.OO 
GT Audio lntercon • 130.00 
Harmonix HS-102 19S.OO 
Harmonl> HS-101 26S.OO 
Henley HSPl 0 @ 20.00 
Henley HSP50 © 3S.OO 
Henley HSPI 00 Q Gs:oo 
Henley HSP200 Q 9S.OO 
Henley HSP2SO @ ISO.OO 
Heybrook Black Flash ® 39.00 
Insert Audio Focus L2 @ 2150 
Insert Audio 1(100 Mk 11 @ 46.9S 
Insert Audio Image 5.1 Q 84.9S 
Insert Audio Status 3.4 @ 160.00 
lxos 104 © 20.00 
lxos 1003 Q 30.00 
lxos Gamma 1002 Q 39.9S 
lxos 103 Q 45.00 
lxos 102 © 60.00 
lxos 101 © 100.00 
lxos IOOX03 Q lSO.OO 
Krmber PBJ/Uitraplate * 68.00 
Kimber KC! Q 96.00 
K1mber Hero © 110.00 
Kimber Silver Streak Q 180.00 
Kimber KCAG @ 390.00 
Kimber KGG © 720.00 
lAT lnternationallC·SO Q 37.00 
LAT lnternational lC-80 Mkll @ SB.OO 
LAT lnternational lC-100 Mkll ® 9S.OO 
LAT lnternationaiiC-200 Mk 11 • 151.00 
lieder Chanson Q 340.00 
lieder lek @ 420.00 
lieder Het lied Q 420.00 
Lieder Song @ SBO.OO 
lieder Maas Q 620.00 
lieder Rijn @ 1,000.00 
lieder Waal @ 1,400.00 
lumley Silver 12/2 Q IIS.OO 
lumley Silver 14/4 @ 17S.OO 
Monster lnterlink 100 Q 11.00 
Monster lnterlink 200 Q 23.00 
Monster lnterlink 300 Mkll Q 40.00 
Monster lnterlink 400 Mkll Q so.oo 
Moth leyirne Black Q 100.00 
Moth leylme Grey Q 200.00 
Nordost Magic ® 3S.OO 



Nordost Black Kmght ® 60.00 
Nordost Solar Wmd 0 Ill 84.95 
Nordost Blue Angel 0 98.00 
Nordost Blue Heaven VC © 150.00 
Nordost Red Dawn 0 300.00 
Nordost SPM 0 825.00 
Nordost Quattrofil @ 1,250.00 
Ortofon 7N interconnect (I 250.00 
Precious Metals SS50 @ 50.00 
Precious Metals SS35 0 50.00 
Precious Metals SS52 @ 70.00 
Precious Metals SS53 @ 90.00 
Precious Metals SS100 @ 100.00 
Precious Metals SS102 @ 130.00 
Precious Metals SS103 (I 160.00 
Precious Metals SS104 @ 190.00 
Precious Metals SS200 @ 220.00 
Precious Metals SS202 @ 290.00 
Precious Metals SS203 0 360.00 
Precious Metals SS204 @ 430.00 
Provvre Silver @ 60.00 
PAD Elementa @ 145.00 
QED Qnect 2 @ 30.00 

QED Qnect 4S @ 70.00 

Roksan ROK-Intercon @ 75.00 
Shinpy Red Devil @ 80.00 
Shinpy Red Star 2 @ 120.00 
Shinpy Black Star 2 © 240.00 
Shinpy Pulsar 2 @ 495.00 
Shinpy Quasar 2 850.00 
Siltech MQ-12 @ 308.00 
Siltech MC4-24S @ 400.00 
Siltech FTM-3S @ 730.00 
Silver Sounds SS2 @ 99.00 
Silver Sounds SS 1 @ 199.00 
Silver Tone Ex-Static Ill 35.00 
Silver Tone Sci-Fi @ 95.00 
SME S2LB-4 @ 46.18 
SME S3LB-4 @ 52.06 
SME 4900A @ 76.83 
SME 5900A @ 102.57 
Soniclink Red @ 25.00 
Somclink S1lver pink @ 35.00 
Somclink Black © 50.00 
Soniclmk Lilac © 65.00 
Soniclink Brown @ 70.00 
SonicLink Violet @ 85.00 
Soniclink Maroon @ 125.00 
SonicLink Blue Nickel • 150.00 
Soniclink Vermilion • 195.00 
Soniclink Red earth @ 300.00 
Soniclink Black earth @ 450.00 
SonicLink Blue earth • 695.00 
SonicLink Black Rhodium • 995.00 
Stra�ght Wire Chorus @ 40.00 
Straight Wire Sonata @ 80.00 
Supra DA(-X @ 60.00 
Supra EFF-ISL © 80.00 
Supra EFF-XLR @ 90.00 
Tara Prism 3 © 17.95 
Tara Prism 5 @ 21.95 
Tara Prism 8 © 25.95 
T ara Prism 11 @ 37.50 
Tara Pnsm 22 @ 63.50 
T ara Prism CD @ 76.25 
T ara Prism 33-i @ 88.25 
Tara Prism 55 @ 115.00 
Tara RSC-CD @ 138.00 
Tara RSC-Prime @ 170.00 
Tara RSC-Ref Gen. 2 • 229.00 
Tara RSC-Master Gen. 2 @ 464.00 
T ara RSC-Decade • 935.00 
Tara The 2 • 1,170.00 
Tara The One • 2,230.00 
Transparent Cable Musichord @ 48.00 
Transparent Cable The Link @ 92.00 
Transparent Cable Music Link @ 119.00 

Trichord Pulsewire 75 • 169.00 
Vampire Wire CC @ 24.00 

HI - FI PRICE GUIDE 

Vampire Wire CC(/11 0 58.00 Monster Lightspeed I 00 47.00 
Vampire Wire S(/11 0 98.00 Moth Leylme Datalink 0 140.00 
Vampire Wire S(/IV 0 144.00 Nordost Moonglo 0 155.00 
Vampire Wire Al/2 0 259.00 Nordost Silver Shadow 0 335.00 
Vampire Wire SL 0 412.00 Precious Metals SD35 * 20.00 
van Den Hul Storm ® 25.00 Precious Metals SD 100 0 50.00 
van Den Hul PB5 © 50.00 Precious Metals SD200 @ 110.00 
van Den Hul Source HB © 50.00 Precious Metals SD202 © 145.00 
van Den Hul D 1 02 Ill @ 69.99 QED D1g1flex @ 20.00 
van Den Hul Thunderline HB @ 130.00 QED Optiflex 25.00 
van Den Hul Fir>! © 210.00 Roksan ROK-Intercon @ 45.00 
van Den Hul Second @ 240.00 Shinpy Digital @ 265.00 
van Den Hul MC Gold @ 400.00 Siltech HF-6 © 145.00 
van Den Hul MC Silver IT @ 1,240.00 Soniclink Green ® 60.00 
van Den Hul MC Silver IT Bal @ 1,560.00 Supra ZAC 44.95 
Wireworld Orbit @ 30.00 Supra EFF-ID @ 45.00 
Wireworld Solstice 11 @ 40.00 Supra DAC-XLR @ 45.00 
XLO Type 150 © 50.00 Theta Digital AT&T 550.00 
XLO Type 0.1 Ill 180.00 Transparent Cable PDL @ 199.00 

Trichord Pulsewire 75D .. 
Vampire Wire Dl/1 Ill 
van Den Hul Source HB 
van Den Hul Videolink 
van Den Hul AES-EBU 110 
van Den Hul Fir>! 
van Den Hul Second 

Apertura Model B @ 
Apertura Model A 0 
Art Yam Church 5000 @ 
Audioquest Digital/video 1 ., 
Audioquest Digital/video 2 @ Acoustic Energy AESC-C3 @ 
Audioquest Optilink X ALR/Jordan QMM © 5 
Audioquest D1grtal PRO ® Apertura Silver © 82.50 
Audioquest Optilink Pro 150.00 Argento Copper 60.00 
Audioquest Optilink Z 180.00 Argento Copper Ref 96.00 
Cable Talk Digital 2 @ 78.00 Argento Silver 204.00 
Cardas Audio Lightning @ 190.00 Argento Silver Ref 360.00 
ChordCo Codac © 38.00 Art Yam Church M2000 © 470.00 
ChordCo Optichord 40.00 Art Yam Church 5000 @ 795.00 
ChordCo Prodac @ 50.00 Audio Note AN-D © 4.50 
DNM-Reson DIG100 @ 26.00 Aud10 Note AN-B @ 16.50 
DPA Optl-iink 20.00 Aud1o Note AN-L © 29.50 
DPA Digl-imk © 27.50 Aud1o Note AN-SP © 150.00 
Ecosse Ref MD2 71.50 Audio Note AN-SPx @ 450.00 
Harmonix HS-1 0 I DIG 240.00 Audioquest Type 2 @ 3.50 
Insert Audio Data line 500 @ 24.95 Audioquest F-18 • 3.60 
Insert Audio Optic 2.1 29.95 Audioquest Type 6+ @ 9.00 
Insert Audio Oataline 700 @ 39.95 Audioquest Indigo + @ 15.00 
Insert Audio Image 5.1 @ 44.95 Audioquest Crystal + @ 25.00 
lxos 105 @ 25.00 Audioquest Forest+ • 75.00 
lxos 106 30.00 Audioquest Argent + • 125.00 
K1mber Opll-link 50.00 Audioquest Oear 3 • 200.00 
Kimber llluminati DV-30 @ 70.00 Cable Talk Theatre 2 © 1.50 
Kimber llluminati D-60 © 325.00 Cable Talk The Flat One @ 2.00 
Kimber llluminati DX-50 @ 350.00 Cable Talk Talk 3.1 © 2.25 
Kimber llluminati Orchid © 750.00 Cable Talk Talk 4.1 © 4.25 
LAT International DI-2Q-D © 79.00 Cable Talk Talk 3.1 Bivvre © 4.50 
Monster Datalink 100 47.00 Cable Talk Concert 2.1 @ 7.00 
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Cable Talk Talk 4.1 Biwire @ 8.50 
Cable Talk Symphony 3 © 12.50 
Cable Talk Concert 2.1 Bivvre @ 14.00 
Cardas Audio 300B-Microlwin SC @ 35.00 
Cardas Audio Quadlink-Five SC @ 59.00 
Cardas Audio Cross SC @ 99.00 
Cardas Audio Hexlink-Five SC @ 109.00 
Cardas Audio Hexlink Golden5 SC @ 175.00 
Cardas Audio Golden Cross SC © 789.00 
ChordCo Carnival @ 3.00 
ChordCo Myth ® 6.00 
ChordCo Legend @ 15.00 
ChordCo Odyssey © 17.00 
DNM-Reson LSC Ill 6.95 
DNM-Reson LSCB @ 13.95 
Ecosse Ref FS2.16 @ 1.75 
Ecosse Ref CS2.2 @ 2.50 
Ecosse Ref CS2.3 © 3.75 
Ecosse Ref CS2.15 @ 5.75 
Ecosse Ref MS2.2 @ 15.00 
Ecosse Ref MS2.3 @ 20.00 
Ecosse Ref MS2.15 @ 30.00 
Ecosse Ref US2 @ 450.00 
Gale Xl105 @ 1.00 
Gale XL189 © 1.00 
Gale XL315 @ 2.00 
Gale XL1 6Q-2 @ 2.50 
Gale Xl315-2 @ 3.99 
Gamma Wonder line @ 99.00 
Goertz M1 Ill 16.00 
GoertzM2 ® 32.00 
Goertz Big Boy ® 64.00 
GT Audio Speaker @ 50.00 
Harmonix Harmonic-Strings 30.00 
Harmonix HS-101T-1 56.00 
Harmonix HS-1 01 SC 88.00 
lxos 607 @ 2.00 
lxos 6004 @ 3.00 
lxos 6003 @ 3.00 
lxos 605 @ 3.00 
Kimber 4PR © 3.90 
Kimber 4VS © 9.00 
Kimber 4TC © 19.60 
Kimber 8TC © 32.70 
Kimber 4AG © 394.00 
Kimber BAG (I 656.00 
LAT International SS 800 @ 16.00 
LAT International BIWlRE @ 23.00 
LAT International SS 1000 @ 36.00 
Lieder Pad @ 133.00 
Lieder Bel Canto @ 188.00 
Lieder Spoor @ 253.00 
Lieder Straat @ 463.00 
Lieder Weg @ 663.00 
Lmn K20 @ 4.00 
Linn K400 © 10.00 
Linn K600 © 15.00 
Lumley Silver 12/2 @ 35.00 
Lumley Silver 14/4 @ 40.00 
Mission Duet © 1.90 
Mission Quartet bi-wire @ 3.90 
Monster XP Clear 2.20 
Monster XP Nava1o 2.40 



SPEAKER CABLES (CONTINUED) 

Monster Supertlat Mini 2.75 
Monster XP HP @ 3.70 
Monster Original Q 4.40 
Monster New Monster @ 5.50 
Nairn NAC AS © 5.70 
Nordost Octava • 3.00 
Nordost 4-Fiat ., 9.95 
Nordost Solar Wind Bi-wire @ 27.95 
Nordost Blue Heaven Spkr @ 58.95 
Nordost Red Dawn @ 110.00 
Nordost SPM © 325.00 
Ortofon SPK I 00 @ 3.00 
Ortofon SPK200 @ 5.00 
Ortofon SPK300 © 8.00 
Precious Metals SL32 © 7.50 
Prectous Metals Sll 02 @ 10.00 
Preoous Metals SL34 @ 15.00 
Precious Metals Sll04 © 20.00 
Precious Metals Sll06 © 30.00 
Precious Metals SLIOB © 40.00 
Puresonic OFC 7892 @ 1.20 
Puresonic OFC 7844 © 1.65 
Puresonic OFC 7845 © 1.95 
PuresoniC OFC 789t Q 2.85 
PuresontC OFC 7816 © 3.75 
Puresonic OFC 7832 © 3.75 
Puresonic OFC 7812 © 3.75 
Puresonic OFC 7825 @ 6.95 
Puresonic PSOCC 7801 © 9.50 
Puresonic PSOCC 7802 © 18.00 
Puresonic PSOCC 7803 © 27.00 
QED Qudos Micro © 1.25 
QED Qudos micro 4 core © 2.00 
QED Qudos 4 core © 4.00 
QED Qudos Bi-Wire © 4.50 
QED Qudos Stlver © 4.95 
QED Profile 4x4 © 9.00 
QED Profile Silver 12 © 15.00 
Rega REGA © 2.00 
Roksan ROK-Speaker © 6.00 
Shinpy Red Devil © 30.00 
Shinpy Red Star 2 © 39.00 
Shinpy Black Star 2 © 62.00 
Shinpy Pulsar 2 © 104.00 
Shinpy Quasar 2 208.00 
Siltech LSl-45 © 109.00 
Siltech FT-12 Mkl © 240.00 
Siltech LS4-120 © 549.00 
Stlver Sounds 12 Gauge © 15.00 
Silver Sounds I 0 Gauge © 35.00 
Silver Sounds 8 Gauge © 75.00 
Silver Tone Silver-Sonic © 10.00 
Silver Tone Silver-Sonic HC © 15.00 
Silver Tone Silver-Voice © 55.00 
Silver Tone Silver-Voice Ultra © 85.00 

SoniCLtnk ASTSO © 1.95 
Soniclink AST60 © 2.50 
Soniclink AST75 © 2.95 
Soniclink AST200 © 5.95 
Soniclink ASTlOOXl © 10.00 
SomcLtnk S300 © 18.00 
SonicLink S 130Xl @ 20.00 
Soniclink S300Xl © 40.00 
Soniclink S900 © 60.00 
Soniclink S600Xl © 80.00 
SonicLink Black Rhodium 4 © 1,000.00 
Stratght Wtre Quartet © 8.00 
Supra Classic 2.5 @ 2.49 
Supra Line 2.5 Rex © 3.49 
Supra Classic 4.0 © 3.95 
Supra Ply 2.0 © 4.95 
Supra Line 4.0 Flex © 4.95 
Supra Ply 3.4 © 6.95 
Supra Quattro 4x4 © 8.95 
Supra Classic 10 © 9.95 
Tara Prism Extra © 1.95 
Tara Klara © 2.95 
Tara Prism Omni © 3.95 
Tara Prism 2+2 © 8.20 
Tech + link SPC 79 © 1.20 
Transparent Cable Musichord © 11.00 
Transparent Cable The Wave © 23.00 
Transparent Cable Music Wave @ 25.00 
Vampire Wire SC-384 © 11.00 
Vampire Wire SC-554 © 15.00 
Vampire Wire ST-1 @ 30.00 
Vampire Wire SC-1108 © 30.00 
Vampire Wire ST-11 • 48.00 
Vampire Wire ST-Ill • 73.00 
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van Den Hul Skyline HB © 3.50 Stanton 680Al/X MM 59 
van Den Hul Snowline © 5.00 Stanton 680El/X MM 74 
van Den Hul Skytrack HB © 5.50 Sumiko Oyster MM 30 
van Den Hul Gold Water © 7.00 Sumiko Black Pearl MM 50 
van Den Hul Clearwater © 7.00 Sumiko Pearl MM 70 
van Den Hul Snowtrack © 10.00 Sumiko Blue Point MC 100 
van Den Hul C$122 HB © 12.00 
van Den Hul Cleartrack © 13.00 OVER £100 

van Den Hul D352 HB © 20.00 
van Den Hul Teatrack HB © 22.00 Audio Note t02 MM 139 
van Den Hul SCS 12 © 34.00 Audio Note Soara MC 795 
van Den Hul Magnum HB © 38.00 Audio Note 101 V MC 1,095 
van Den Hul The Wtnd HB © 40.00 Audio Note IOLtd MC 4,500 
van Den Hul RevolutiOn HB © 76.00 Audio Technica AT-OC9 MC 330 
van Den Hul Revelation HB © 120.00 Benz-Micro The Glider MC 600 
van Den Hul The Third © 900.00 Benz-Micro Reference MC 1,100 
XLO Pro 625 © 4.00 Benz-Micro Reference Ruby MC 1,500 
XLO Pro 600 © 16.60 Benz-Micro Ruby Open Air MC 1,600 

Denon DL304 MC 200 
Dynavector IOX4tt MC 189 
Dynavector DV20XH MC 299 
Dynavector DV20XL MC 299 
Dynavector 1 7D2 MC 450 
Dynavector XX-I L MC 998 
Dynavector XX-I MC 998 
Dynavector Te-Kaitora MC 1,698 
Goldnng Ermca LX MC 110 
Goldnng Ermca MC 110 
Goldnng 1042 MM 120 
Goldnng Elite MC 220 
Goldnng Excel VX MC 525 
Grado Prestige Silver MM 119 
Grado Presttge Gold MM 149 
Grado Signature Junior MM ISO 

Grado Signature 8MZ MM 250 
Grado Signature MCZ MM 375 
Grado Signature TLZ MM 650 
Grado Signature XTZ MM 975 

Grado Refe<ence MM 995 
Koetsu Red T MC 1,359 
Koetsu Red K Sig MC 1,899 
Koetsu Urushi MC 1,999 
Koetsu Signature MC 2,999 
Koetsu Gold PR MC 5,498 
Linn K9 MM 125 

Audio Note 10 I MM 99 Linn Klyde MC 500 
Audio Technica AT-91 MM IS Linn Arkiv MC 1,000 

Audto TechniCa AT-9SE MM 20 London Oecca Maroon MM 299 
Audio Technica AT-IIOE MM 28 London Decca Gold MM 319 
Audio Technica AT450E MM 70 London Decca Maroon Dp MM 379 
Audio Technica AT440ML MM 90 London Decca Gold Dp MM 399 

Benz-Micro MQOEII MC 70 London Decca S Gold MM 439 

Denon DL 110 MC 70 London Decca S Gold Dp MM 519 

Denon Dll60 MC 90 London Decca Jubilee MM 999 

Denon Dll03 MC 100 Lyra Lydian Beta MC 599 

Goldrmg Elan MM 19 Lyra ClaviS Da Capo MC 995 
Goldring Elektra MM 29 Lyra Parnassus DCt MC 1,895 
Goldring I 006 MM 59 N'ham Tracer 11 MM 310 

Goldnng 1012GX MM 79 N'ham Tracer Ill MM 410 

Goldring 1022GX MM 99 N'ham Tracer IV MM 660 

Grado lTE+ I MM 27 Ortofon MC IS Super 11 MC 140 

Grado ZCE+I MM 37 Ortofon 540 MM 140 
Grado ZF3E+I MM 48 Ortofon MO Turbo MC ISO 
Grado Prestige Black MM 49 Ortofon MQSE MC 200 
Grado Prestige Green MM 59 Ortofon MOSFL MC 250 
Grado Prestige Blue MM 69 Ortofon MCIO Supreme MC 300 

Grado ZFI+ MM 83 Ortofon MOO Supreme MC 450 

Grado Prestige Red MM 99 Ortofon MOO Supreme MC 550 
N'ham Tracer I MM 98 Ortofon MCZOOOtt MC BOO 

Ortofon OM 3E MM 16 Ortofon MC Rohmann MC 1,000 
Ortofon OM SE MM 20 Ortofon MOOOO 11 MC 1,200 
Ortofon OM 10 MM 30 Ortofon MC Jubilee MC 1,250 

Ortofon 510 MM 40 Ortofon MC7500 MC 2,000 
Ortofon OM DJ MM 50 Pickering TL-3003 MM 145 
Ortofon OM 20 MM 70 Pickering XLZ-4500 MM ISO 

Ortofon 520 MM 70 Pickering TL-4004 MM 175 
Ortofon MCI Turbo MC 75 Pickering XSV-SOOOU MM 200 
Ortofon Concorde DJ MM 80 Pickering XLZ-7500 MM 200 
Ortofon OM 30 MM 90 Pickering TLZ-750Q-S MM 200 
Ortofon 530 MM 100 Reson Mica MM 185 
Pickering TE-15 MM 20 Reson Reca MM 250 
Pickering VE·IS MM 25 Reson Aciore MC 299 
Pickering T-E MM 25 Reson Etile MC 455 
Pickering VIS-DJ MM 28 Reson Lexe MC 1,300 
Pickering TL-E MM 35 Roksan Corus Black MM ISO 
Pickering TL-2E MM 45 Roksan Shiraz MC 990 
Pickering XVIS·625E MM 50 Shure VISXMR MM 295 
Pickering XVIS·ISQ-DJ MM so Stanton 890Al/X MM 120 
Pickering TL-2-S MM 55 Sumiko BPS MC 250 
Pickering XVIS-757S MM 60 Transfiguration Esprit MC 950 
Pickering XVIS-625DJ MM 60 Transfiguration Spirit MC 950 
Pickering XV IS-I BOOS MM 70 Transfiguration Temper Supreme MC 2,250 
Pickering TL3S MM 80 van Den Hul MM-I MM 250 
Pickering XEV-3001 E MM 95 van Den Hul MM-2 MM 300 
Pickering XLZ-3500 MM 100 van Den Hul DDT-11 MC 600 
Pickering TL-4-S MM 100 van Den Hul MC-10 MC 750 
Rega Btas MM 39 van Den Hul MC-One MC 900 
Rega RB78 MM 39 van Den Hul MC-ONE Super MC 1,050 
Rega Super Bias MM 59 van Den Hul MC-Two MC 1,200 
Rega Elys MM 85 van Den Hul The Frog Low ofp MC 1,500 
Shure M70BX MM 21 van Den Hul Grasshopper lttSLA MC 2,000 
Shure M92E MM 22 van Den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLN MC 2,800 
Shure SOSC MM 29 van Den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLA MC 2,800 
Shure M4.47X MM 35 van Den Hul Grasshopper IIICMN MC 2,800 
Shure M4.4GX MM 35 van Den Hul Grasshopper IIICHN MC 2,900 
Stanton SOOAL 11 MM 35 van Den Hul Grasshopper IVGLA MC 3,000 
Stanton SOOEL MM 4.4 Wilson Benesch Matro MC 786 

Wilson Benesch Analog MC 1,572 
Wilson Benesch Carbon MC 1,573 

Akai DXWIIOO � 200 
Akai DXI200 � 200 
Ariston WX-51 o 60 
Denon DRM-550 160 
Denon DRW-585 � 200 
Goodmans Delta 80 I 130 
H/K DC520 � 200 
JVC TD-X372BK 170 
JVC TD-R472BK � 200 � 

Kenwood KX-W4080 � 160 
Kenwood KX-3080 160 
Kenwood KX-W6080 � 200 
Kenwood KX-5080S 200 

Marantz SD-455 � 170 
Marantz SD·57 199 
Onkyo K 185 � lOO 
Pioneer CT-S250 ISO 
Pioneer CT-W205R � 160 
Pioneer CT-WSOSR � 180 
Pioneer CT-S4SOS 200 
Pioneer CT-W606DR � 200 
Sony TC-KE200 120 
Sony TC-WESlS � 160 
Sony TC-KB820S 180 
Sony TC-WE725 � 180 
Teac W-416 100 
Teac V-615 130 
Teac RH-300 � 160 
Teac W-790R � 170 

Teac V-1050 3·H 180 
Teac RH-500 � 200 
Technics RS-BXSOI � 170 
Technics RS-TR373 � 180 
Technics RS-TR474 � 200 

Technics RS-AZ6 3-H 200 
Yamaha KX-393 130 
Yamaha KX-W3ll � 170 
Yamaha KX-493 180 

OVER £200 

Denon DRM-6SOS 230 
Denon DRM-740 3·H 270 
Den on DRS-81 0 3-H 310 
H/K TD420 250 
JVC TD-V662BK 3·H 270 
JVC TD-W718BK � 300 
NAD 613 230 
NAD 614 270 
NAD 616 � 300 
Onkyo TA 6210 230 
Onkyo TARW 211 � 270 
Onkyo TARW 311 � 320 
Onkyo TA 6310 330 
Onkyo KR 609 350 
Onkyo KW 606 � 370 
Onkyo TARW 411 � 370 
Onkyo K 611 3·H 460 
Ptoneer CT-SSSOS 3·H 250 
Ptoneer CT-W806DR � 300 
Pioneer a-55505 Precision 3-H 340 
Ptoneer CT-S830S 3-H 500 
Pioneer CT -95 3-H 1,000 
Rotel RC960BX 250 
Sony TGWE825S � 230 
Sony TC-KA6ES 3-H 550 
T+A CCI200R � 3-H 1,180 
Teac W-860R � 230 
T eac W-6000R � 450 
Teac V-6030S 3·H 550 
Teac V-8030S 3-H 650 
Technics RS-AZ7 3·H 270 
Technics RS-TR575 � 280 
Yamaha KX-580SE 250 
Yamaha KX-W592 � 280 



Akai CD I lOO 0!110 200 
Akai CDMI200 § ... 230 
AMC CD9 130 
AMC CDBA ISO 
Ariston CDX700 70 
Ariston CDC6l 0 §• 90 
Ariston CDX710 lOO 
cambridge CD4 0!110 ISO 
C.mbridge CD4SE 0!110 200 
(ambridge CD6 0!110 250 
Denon DCD-435 130 
Denon DCD-635 180 
Denon DCD-735 230 
H/K HD720 0!110 200 
H/K Fl8350 �· 0!110 200 
JVC Xl-V120BK 110 
JVC Xl-V130BK 120 
JVC Xl-V230BK 140 
JVC Xl-F116BK EE• 180 
JVC Xl-F216BK §• 200 
NC Xl-Z574BK 250 
Kenwood DP-1 080 110 
Kenwood DP-2080 130 
Kenwood DP-Rl090 5• 140 
Kenwood DP-R4090 §• 160 
Kenwood DP-3080 170 
Kenwood DPF-3010 180 
Kenwood DP-R6090 �· 200 
Kenwood DP-4090 0!110 250 
Marantz CD-38 130 
Marantz CC-38 200 
MarantzCD-48 0!110 200 
Marantz CD-57 0!110 230 
Marantz CD-6711 0!110 250 
NAD 522 170 
NAD 510 200 
NAD 524 0!110 250 
NAD 523 §• 250 
NAD 512 0!110 250 
Philips CD711 120 
Philips CD721 130 
Philips CD751 0!110 150 
Philips CDOSI 5• 180 
Pioneer PO-I 06 130 
Pioneer PD-206 ISO 
Pioneer PD-5507 190 
Pioneer PD-F606 5• 200 
Pioneer PD-M603 a .. 200 
Pioneer PD-F706 5 .. 250 
Rotel RCD-930AX 180 
Sansui (0220 120 
She!Wood C0-4030R 180 
SheiWood CDC680 §• 0!110 180 
SheiWood CDC60SOR §• 0!110 180 
Sony CDP-XE220 110 
Sony CDP-M205 110 
Sony CDP-M305 130 
Sony CDP-XE310 140 
Sony CDP-XE520 ISO 
Sony CDP-CE 105 § .. ISO 
Sony CDP-XS72oE 0!110 200 
Sony CDP-CE315 5• 200 
Sony CDP-G25M § .. 200 
Sony CDP-CX57 5• 250 
Synergy CDJI210 120 
Teac CDP-1120 100 
Teac CD-P1820 130 
Teac CD-PI440 200 
T eac CD-P34SOSE 200 
Teac PD-02400 §I> 200 
Teac PD-HSOOi 0!110 240 
Technics Sl-PG390A 90 
Technics Sl-PG490A lOO 
Technics Sl-PG590A 120 
Technics Sl-PD688 §I> 140 
Technics Sl-PD888 §• 160 
Technics Sl-PS670D 200 

HI - FI PRICE GUIDE 

Technics Sl-MC410 5• 250 
Techmcs Sl-PS770D 0!110 250 
Yamaha CDX-393 130 
Yamaha CDC-565 §• 170 
Yamaha CDX-493 180 
Yamaha CDX-9 200 
Yamaha CDC -665 5 .. 0!110 220 
Yamaha CDX-593 0!110 230 

£251 TO £500 

Arcam Alpha 7 0!110 330 
Arcam Alpha MCD E,. 0!110 450 
Aura CD lOO 0!110 400 
Cyrus dADl.S 0!110 399 
Denon DCD-835 0!110 280 
Denon DCM-260 § .. 300 
Denon DCD-1550AIR 0!110 350 
H/K HD740 0!110 300 
H/K Fl8550 55• 0!110 300 
H/K HD760 0!110 500 
NC Xl-Z674BK 0!110 300 
Kenwood DP-R7080 §I> 0!110 300 
Kenwood DP-9090 0!110 300 
Kenwood DP-5090 0!110 300 
Kenwood DP-7090 0!110 400 
Marantz CD-67SE Mkll 0!110 300 
Marantz CC-870 e .. 0!110 400 
Marantz CD-6311Kl 0!110 400 
Mus1cal Fidelity E60 0!110 300 
MUSICal Fidelity A2 CD 0!110 500 
Musical Fidelity E624 0!110 500 
Myryad T-10 0!110 400 
NAD 513 e .. 290 
NAD 515 § .. 0!110 350 
NAD 514 0!110 370 
NAD 517 a; .. 400 
Onkyo OX 7210 0!110 260 
Onkyo 021 0!110 290 
Onkyo DXC 320 §• 380 
Onkyo OX 7510 0!110 400 
Onkyo CM 716 5• 450 
Parasound (/DP-1 000 0!110 499 
Pioneer PD-5707 0!110 300 
Pioneer PD-F805 5• 300 
Pioneer PD-S705 0!110 300 
Pioneer PD-F906 e-.. 350 
Pioneer PD-S904 0!110 400 
Pioneer PD-S505 Precis.an 0!110 460 
Rote! RCD-951 0!110 300 
Rotel RCD-971 0!110 350 
Sony CDP-XB920E 0!110 300 
Sony CDP-XA20ES 0!110 450 
Sony CDP-X3000ES 0!110 500 
Sony CDP-CX260 §• 500 
Synergy CDJ20 10 5• 300 
Yamaha CDX-993 0!110 400 

£501 TO £1,000 

Acurus ACDII 0!110 899 
Alchemist Nexus 0!110 600 
Arcam Alpha 8 0!110 520 
Arcam Alpha 8SE 0!110 600 
Arcam Alpha 9 0!110 800 
Audio Analogue Pagamni 0!110 750 
Audio Note CD 1 0!110 599 
Audio Note COT Zero/DAC Zero 0!110 768 
Audiomeca Obsession 0!110 999 
AVI S2000MC 24 Rei 0!110 999 
Creek CD43 0!110 599 
Cyrus dAD3 598 
Cyrus dAD3Q 898 
DPA Renaissance int CD 0!110 950 
Helios Model 3 0!110 700 
Helios Model 2 0!110 950 
Llnn M1mik 0!110 875 
Magnum CD2020 0!110 595 
Marantz CD-17 0!110 800 
M1cromega Prem1um 18 0!110 650 
Micromega Premium 10 0!110 650 
Micromega Premium 20 0!110 850 
Monrio Asty Pl 0!110 675 
Monno Pnvilege 0!110 995 
Mus1cal F1delity X-RAY 0!110 799 
Myryad T-20 0!110 600 
Myryad MCIOO 0!110 700 
Drelle CDIOOeA 0!110 649 
Orelle CD-I OOeSA 0!110 999 
Pioneer PDS-{)6 0!110 550 
Pnmare 020 0!110 700 
Quad 77 Bus 700 
Quad 77 Mains 900 
Roksan C.sp1an 0!110 895 
Rotel RCD991 0!110 750 
Sony CDP-XASOES 0!110 1,000 
Sugden Audition 649 
Talk Electromcs Thunder 2 0!110 700 
Talk Electronics Thunder 3 1,000 
Teac VRDS-8 0!110 600 
Teac VRDS-9 0!110 700 
T eac VRDS-25X 0!110 1,000 
Technics Sl-P2000 0!110 1,000 
Thule Aud1o Splfrt CDIOO 0!110 600 
Thule Audio Spirit CD I SOB 0!110 699 
T nchord GenesiS 0!110 569 
Trichord Digrtal Jukebox 25 § .. 0!110 619 

Trichord Digital Jukebox 50 
T richord Digital J'box I 00 
T richord Revelatxm 
YBA Special 

OVER £1,000 

Acoustic Preos.an E1kos 
Alchem1st Kraken CD 
Alchemist FofSeti lnt 
Alchemist Fo.seti 
Audio Research CD2 
Audiomeca Keops 
Audiome<a Talisman 
Audiomeca Talisman SE 
C.ry CD-301 
Classe COP-J 
Conrad-Johnson DF-2 
Conrad-Johnson DV-2b 
Copland CDA-266 
Copland CDA277 
Copland CDA289 
Copland CDA288 
Cymbal CDP12 
Elcposure CD Player 
Helios Model I 
Helios Slargate 
Jadis Orchestra 
Krell KAV250Cd 
Krell KAV301Jcd 
Krell KPS25s 
Marantz CD-1 7KJS 
Marantz CD-7 
Mark levinson 39 
Mclntosh MCD7009 
Meracus Tan to 
Meracus Imago Player 
Meridian 506 
Mer1d1an SOB 
Micromega Solo 
Myryad MCDSOO 
NAD SSOO 
Na1m CD3.5 
Nairn COX 
Na1m NACDSIVXPS 
Oracle CD Player 
Pink Triangle Numeral 
P1nk Tnangle lrtaural 
Primare 0302 
Proceed COP 
Quad 99 
Resolution CD50 
Roksan Attessa-DP3P 
Shearne Phase 7 
Sherwood CDI 
Some FrontiefS Anthem COl 
Sonic Frontie" SFCD-1 
T+A CDI210R 
T+A CDI220R 
TAG Mclaren CD20R 
Theta Digital Miles SE 
Wad1a 860 
XTC COP-I 
YBA lntegre 
YBA CD3 
YBA C02 
YBA CDl 

Alchemist Forseti Drive 
Altis CDTIII 

· Arcam Delta 250 
Audio Synthesis Transcend Decade 
Audiomeca Damnation 
Audiomeca Damnation SE 
Audiomeca Talisman 
Audiomeca Talisman SE 
Audiomeca Talisman DOB 
Conrad-Johnson OR-I 
DPA Enlightenment DN 
Jadis JD3 
lad is JDI 
Linn Karik 
Mark levinson 3 7 

a• D!l1o 669 
a• D!l1o 719 

§• 

0!110 819 
0!110 625 

0!110 1,850 
1,249 
1,249 

0!110 1,995 
0!110 3,399 
0!110 1,500 
0!110 2,150 
0!110 2,300 
0!110 2,495 
0!110 1,395 

1,695 
2,495 

0!110 1,199 
0!110 1,649 
0!110 1,898 
0!110 1,999 
0!110 1,299 
0!110 1.050 
0!110 1,250 
0!110 2,250 
0!110 1,345 
0!110 2,490 
0!110 3,599 
0!110 19,995 
0!110 1,100 
0!110 3,500 
0!110 4,995 
0!110 3,699 
0!110 1,395 
0!110 4,495 
llil10 1,100 
0!110 1,995 
0!110 2,500 
0!110 1,300 
llil10 1,100 

1,050 
2,200 
5,625 

0!110 9,499 
0!110 1,049 
0!110 2,200 
0!110 1,500 
0!110 3,395 

1,300 
0!110 2,995 
0!110 1,495 
0!110 1,499 
0!110 1,100 
0!110 1,699 
0!110 3,799 
0!110 1,185 
0!110 1,540 
0!110 1,250 
0!110 2,390 
0!110 7,450 
0!110 1,250 
0!110 1,250 
0!110 2,250 
0!110 3,350 
0!110 4,500 

0!110 1,100 
0!110 4,995 
0!110 800 
0!110 3,295 
0!110 999 
0!110 1,100 
0!110 1,850 
0!110 1,999 
0!110 2,250 
0!110 1,795 
0!110 775 
0!110 1,999 
0!110 9,190 
0!110 1,850 
0!110 3,995 

Mark Levinson 31.5 
Meracus Imago 
Micromega Drive 3 
Micromega Data 
Monrio Bitmatch 
Muse Model 5 
Muse Model 8 
Oracle CD Drive 
Pmk Tnangle (ard�nalll 
Resolution VT960 
Roksan Attessa-DP3 
Sonic FrontiefS Transport 3 
T+A CMI200R 
TAG Mclaren CDT20R 
T eac VRDS-T1 
Teac P-30 
Theta Digrtal Pearl 
Theta Digital Jade 
Thorens TCD-2000 
T richord D1grtal Turntable 
Tube Tech Fulcrum 
Wad1a 8 
Wadia 20 

Alchem1st TS-0-1 
Alchemist Forseti DAC 
Altis Reference 
Arcam Black Box so 
Arcam Black Box 500 
Aud1o Nole DAC I 
Audio Note DAQ 
Audio Note DAO 
Audio Research DACS 
Audio Research DAO Mkll 
Audio Synthesis DAX Decade 
Aud1omeca Elixir 
Audiomeca Ambrosia 
Boulder 2020 
Chord DSC900 
Chord DSC II 00 
Chord DSC1500 
Conrad-Johnson D/A-3 
Conrad-Johnson D/A-2b 
dCS Elgar 
DPA Little Bit 3 
DPA Renaissance DAC 
DPA Enlightenment DAC 
DPA SX128 
DPA SX256 
DPA SX512 
Harmono Reimyo DAP-77 
Jadis JS2 
Jadis JSI 
LFD DAQ 
LFD DAO 
linn Numerik 
Mark levinson 360 
Mark levinson 360S 
Mark Levinson 30.5 
Meracus Auriga 
Meracus Flagrare 
Meridian 566 
Miaomega DAC 2 
Micromega Dialog 
Monrio 18B2 
Muse Model 2 
Muse Model 2 Plus 
Muse Model 2/96 
Musical Fidelity X-Aa 
MUSICal Fidelity X-24K 
MusiCal Fidelity X-DAC 
Onkyo OX 7310 
Resolution 092 
Roksan Attessa-DA2 
Sonic Frontiers Processor 3 
Sumo Theorem 11 
Sumo Theorem IlB 
TAG Mclaren DAQO 
Teac D-TI 
Theta Digital Chroma 396 Std 
Theta Digital Pro Geny 
Theta Digital Pro Prime lla 
Theta Digital Pro Basic Ilia 
Theta Digital Casablanca LS 
Thorens TDA-2000 

E) 
0 
0 
0 

@ 

0 
0 
0 

E) 

E) 

0 
0 
0 

E) 
0 

0!110 

0!110 

0!110 

0!110 

0!110 

0!110 

0!110 

0!110 

0!110 
0!110 

0!110 

0!110 

0!110 

0!110 
0!110 

0!110 
0!110 

0!110 

0!110 
0!110 

0!110 
0!110 

9,295 
3,995 
1,000 
2,000 

950 
1,800 
3,500 
7,399 

909 
3,500 
1,295 

5,999 
875 

1,499 
550 

2,500 
1,349 
2,650 

999 
719 

1,000 
3,195 
4,370 

300 
1,100 

4,995 
350 
500 
675 

1,099 
1,750 
2,335 
3,999 
2,795 

799 
1,850 

21,000 
1,850 
2,765 
4,800 
1,195 

1,990 
8,500 

325 
595 
850 

2,000 
4,000 
8,000 
2,790 
2,499 
6,990 
1,950 
3,000 
1,500 
4,395 
6,895 

15,950 
1,295 
2,495 
1,095 

750 
1,750 

795 
2,190 

2,500 
3,000 

200 
300 
300 
330 

1,500 
595 

5,999 
945 

1,155 
1,249 

500 
799 

1,099 
1,699 
2,990 
6,158 

700 
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DACS (CONTINUED) 

Trichord Pulsar Ser One 
Tube Tech Fulcrum 
Wadia 12 
Wadia IS 
Wadia 64.4 
Wadia 16 
Wadia 7 
Wadia 9 
Woodside DVAC-18 

Denon DMD-1000 
Kenwood DMF-9020 
Kenwood DM-7090 
Kenwood DM-9090 
Marantz CM635 
Marantz DR700 
Onkyo MD-121 
Onkyo MD 122 
Philrps CDR880 
Pioneer MJ-D707 
Proneer PDR·SSSRW 
Pioneer PDR-D4 
Pioneer 0.05 
Pioneer PDR-os 
Pioneer D-(88 
Sharp MD·RI Mkll 
Sharp MD·R3H 
Sharp MD·R2 
Sharp MD-MS200H 
Sharp MDXV300H 
Sony MZ-RSO 
Sony MDS-S39 
Sony MZ-R35 
Sony MZ-RSST 
Sony MDS-JE520 
Sony MDS·JB920 
Sony MDS· JA20ES 
Sony MDS-JASOES 
Teac MDH300 
Teac MD-HSOOi 
Teac MD-8 
Teac MD-5 
Teac MD-10 
Traxdata Traxaudio 900 
Yamaha MDX-793 
Yamaha MDX-9 

AKG Rox 
Aural Envelope DX200 
Aural Envelope DX220 
Beyer DT111 
Beyer DT211 

MD 
MD 
MD 
MD 
MD 

MD 
MD 

MD 

DAT 

DAT � 
MD 
MD 
MD 
MD � 
MD 
MD � 
MD 
MD � 
MD � 
MD 
MD 
MD 
MD 
MD 
MD 
MD 
MD 
MD 

MD 
MD 

D � 
D � 
D � 
D '1t 
D '1t 

II,Hi;jlji3Btll31 July/August 19991 

1,395 
1.400 
1,530 
3,790 
4,750 
7,395 
9,995 

12,790 
1,499 

300 
499 
500 
550 
500 
600 
450 
700 
499 
199 
480 
700 
900 

1.000 
2,000 

180 
300 
300 
350 

1,000 
I 

I 
230 
300 
500 

1,300 
300 
350 
600 
600 
900 
399 
300 
300 

30 
20 
30 
15 
31 

HI - FI PRICE GUIDE 

I 
Beyer DT211 TV D "' 35 
Hama SL273 D � 20 
Hama SL275 D � 25 
JVC HA-CD88 D "' 18 

Sennherser HD565 Ovarn D "11 150 
Sennheiser HD25-13 D lil 160 
Sennheiser Lucas lil 160 
Sennheiser HD25 D lil 160 

JVC HA-D525 D lil 20 Sennheiser HD 580 P'cision D "' 200 
JVC HA-F65 D � 20 Sennheiser HD600 D '11 250 
JVC HA-D626 D lil 25 Sennheiser Lucas/HD580 D '11 260 
Kenwood KPM-310 D lil 18 Sennheiser IS850 D "' 859 
Kenwood KPM-41 o D lil 25 Sennheiser HE60/HEV70 E '11 998 
KLH KHP201TW D lil 21 Sennheiser Orpheus E 'i 9,652 
KLH KHP-300V D I� 25 Sony MDR-605LP D '11 50 
KLH KHP·420V D "' 33 Sony MDR·ED268LP D "' 50 
Maxell HP-2000 D lil 20 Sony MDR-E888LP D "' 55 
Pioneer SE-A40 D lil 20 Sony MDR-\Fi30K D 'i 60 
Pioneer SE-A20V D "' 23 Sony MDR-V600 D lil 70 
Pioneer SE·M250 D I� 25 Sony MDR·FI D 'i 100 

Pioneer SE·M350 D lil 30 Sony MDR·NCS D '11 100 
Sennheiser HD56 D 'i 18 Sony MDR-IF420RK D lil 100 
Sennheiser HD433 D "11 20 Sony MDR-077 D lil 130 
Sennheiser HD400 D "11 25 Sony MDR-IF520RK D lil ISO 
Sennheiser HD470 D "11 35 Sony MDR·CD1700 D .. 200 
Sennheiser HD60TV D "' 40 Stanton DJ Pro 101/HB D lil 65 
Sony MDR-W20G D "11 18 Stanton DJ Pro 1000 D lil 95 
Sony MDR-VSO D I� 18 SJanton DJ Pro 1001 D lil ISO 
Sony MDR-ED238ML D "11 20 Stax SR-()()()1 E "' 280 
Sony MDR-A34L D "11 20 Siax SR-Lambda Nova C E 'i 370 
Sony MDR·E848LP/MP D "' 20 Stax lambda Nova Bas1c E '11 449 

Sony MDR·V400 D lil 40 Stax SR-Lambda Nova S E "11 450 
Sony MDR-DII D lil 40 Technics RP-F800 D lil 50 
Stanton ST Pro D lil 25 Technics RP-HT600 D lil 60 
Technics RP-F200 D I� 30 Technrcs RP-DJ 1200 D '11 130 
Technics RP-HT300 D I� 40 VNanco SR650 D '11 45 
Vivanco SR200 D lil 20 Vivanco FMH 3000 D .. 50 
Vivanco SRI SO D lil 20 Vivanco SR750 D "11 50 

Vivanco SR250 D lil 25 Vivanco SR850 D lil 50 
Vivanco IR5700 D lil 30 Vivanco FM7980 D .. 60 
Vivanco IR5800 D "11 40 Vivanco SR909 D '11 60 

V1vanco SRIOOOIFL D 'i 90 
OVER £41 Vivanco FM8180 D '" 99 

Vivanco SR2000IFL D '11 100 
AKG K301 D '11 80 
AKG K240DF D '11 100 
AKG K222\R D lil 100 
AKG K401 D '11 120 
AKG K301 D '11 150 
AKG K333\R D lil 150 
AKG K444\R D lil 180 
AKG K290S D lil 250 
AKG KIOOO D 'i 700 
Audio Technica ATH910PRO D .. 80 
Audio Technica ATHD40FS D lil 120 
Audro Technrca ATH·M40 D " 120 
Audio Technica ATH91 1 D "' 120 
Beyer DHII D 'i 50 
Beyer DT411 D "' 63 
Beyer DT431 D "11 81 
Beyer DTSII D "11 106 
Beyer DT801 D I� 125 
Beyer DT831 D "11 140 
Beyer DT811 D "11 145 
Beyer DT\00 D .. 160 

Beyer DT901 D 'jj 160 
Beyer DT911 D 'jj 170 
Denon AH-D21 0 D I� 45 Alphason SM 17 49 
Denon AH-D350 D lil 65 Alphason VSM 17 85 
Denon AH·DSSO D .. 80 Alphason GSM 17 85 
Denon AH-0650 D lil 95 Alphason GMV I P 110 
Denon AH·D750 D .. 130 Alphason R17/17 120 
Denon AH-D950 D I� ISO Alphason GMH 1 P ISO 
Grade SR40 D '11 45 Alphason VR17/17 190 
Grado SR60 D 'jj 79 Alphason GR17/17·AS 275 
Grado SR80 D '11 100 Audiophile Base 0 I 79 
Grade SR125 D 'jj 150 Audiophile S4TI20 280 
Grade SR225 D 'jj 200 Audiophile S4TI20P 560 
Grado SR325 D "11 300 BCD Model I 006/8 795 
Grado RS2 D 'i 495 BCD Model!()()() 1,250 
Grade RSI D 'jj 695 Custom Design Aspect 650 240 
Hama SL276 D I� 50 Cuslom Design e'lite E4 250 
Hama IR Cordless D lil 60 Custom Design Aspect SOOAV 270 
Jecklin �oat Model 1 D 'jj 79 Custom Design Aspect 850 270 
Jecklin �oat Model 2 D 'i 99 Custom Design e'lite AV 350 
Jecklin �oat ELS E '11 399 Deadrock 70 I 60 
JVC HA-D727 D lil 43 Deadrock 802 90 
JVC HA-W60 D .. 49 Deadrock 703 130 
JVC HA·D910 D i 65 Deadrock 705 230 
JVC HA-W200RF D i 75 Deadrock 704 250 
JVC HA·DIOOO D lil 250 Elementallsotube XI 169 
JVC HA-F25 D lil 699 Elemental tsotube BS 199 
KOSSI'./100 D ... 100 Elemental lsolube TS 209 
Phrlrps SBC 3396 D '" 70 Elemental lsotube IS 209 
Phrlips SBC HP9000 D .. 90 Elemental Reference B 1 329 
Pioneer SE-MS SO D lil 50 Elemental \sotube X2 379 
Pioneer SE-M750 D lil 60 Elemental lsotube Xl 489 
Precide Ergo Model 1 D 'jj 120 Elemental Reference BS 499 
Precide Ergo Model 2 D '11 140 Elemental Reference XI 499 
Sennheiser HD490 D lil 50 Elemenlal Reference TS 549 
Sennherser IS 380 D .. 55 Elemenlal Reference IS 549 
Sennheiser HD495 D '11 60 Elementallsotube X4 599 
Sennherser HDSOO D 'jj 70 Elemental Reference X2 799 
Sennherser RS400 D .. 80 Elementallsotube X4/Ref 1 ,199 
Sennheiser HD570 D '11 80 Elemental Reference X3 1,199 
Sennheiser HD25 SP D lil 90 Elementallsotube X4Rse 1,349 
Sennherser HD545 Rei D '11 100 Elemental Reference X4 4 1,599 
Sennheiser IS450 D 'i 110 Fi-Rax R4 6 399 

I 
Sennheiser HD265 Linear D � 125 Finile Elemenle A03 pagode 479 
Sennheiser HOC 451-1 D 'i 130 Finile Elemente E03 pagode 649 
Sennheiser HD25011 D lil ISO Finite Elemenle HD03 1,995 

Frameworks H175 139 
Frameworks FSI ISO 
Frameworks H500 265 
Frameworks FT2 285 
Frameworks FT3 350 
Frameworks H700 355 
Frameo,.vorks H900 389 
Impulse \so-plate 190 
JPW 3 Tier 80 
JPW 5 Tier 100 
Kudos Audio Cormthian 600 
Linn K3000 85 
Mana Sound Frame 125 
Mana Mini Table ISO 
Mana Power supply table ISO 
Mana Reference flat top ISO 
Mana Sound Shelf 175 
Mana Sound Stage 200 
Mana Sound Table 235 
Mana Ref Shelf 325 
Mana Reference Table 350 
Mana 2 Tier Stand 375 
Mana 3 Tier Stand 450 
Mana 4 Tier Siand 500 
Mana 5 Tier Stand 600 
Mana 6 Tier Stand 700 
Mana 7 Tier Stand 800 
Mana 8 Tier Stand 900 
Mission Stance 99 
Oplimum G2 69 
Oplimum Cl/Pedestal 99 
Optimum G4/Pedestal 130 
Oplimum OPT 3406 149 
Optimum GS/Pedestal ISO 
Oplimum OPT 4906 199 
Optimum OPT 6606 249 
Optimum OPT 340 249 
Optrmum OPT 490 299 
Optimum OPT 440 299 
Optimum OPT 10206 299 
Optimum AV 300 329 
Optimum OPT 700 349 
Optimum OPT 610 349 
Oplrmum OPT 660 349 
Optimum OPT 1020 399 
Optimum OPT 1190 450 
ProJekt A3 145 
Projekt A4 190 
Projekt A5 235 
Projekt 83 255 
Projekt A6 280 
Projekt B3i 300 
Projekt B4 340 
Projekt B Multi 345 
Projekt B3ii 345 
Projekt Cl 9 375 
Projekt 03 12 420 
Projekt Cli 8 420 
Projekt BS 10 425 
Projekt Cliii 1 1  465 
Projekt Clii 10 465 
Projekt D3i 12 500 
Projekt C4 12 500 
Projekt Cliv 10 510 
Projekt D3ii 14 545 
Projekt C Multi 9 555 
Projekt D4 16 560 
Quadraspire Q4S mini shelf I 65 
Quadraspire Q4S shelf 65 
Quadraspire QKS Cabinel shelf 80 
Quadraspire QAV shelf 130 
Quadraspire Q4M mini table 250 
Quadrasprre 04 table 250 
Quadraspire Q4SP Table 320 
Quadraspire QAV table 350 
Quadraspire QAVSP Table 400 
Quadraspire QK Cabinet 450 
Reson DOMOPS 195 
Reson DOMOWS 195 
Sound Org Z022 65 
Sound Org Z021 78 
Sound Org Z030 100 
Sound Org Z060 120 
Sound Org Z038 135 
Sound Org Z540 140 
Sound Org Z545 ISO 
Sound Org Z560 160 
Sound Org Z530 170 
Soundstye XlOO 180 
Soundstye Xl05 210 
Soundstye X053 210 
Soundstye XOSO 210 
Soundstye X6300 215 
Sound stye X lOO 230 
Soundstye X6110 230 
Soundstye X058 240 
Soundstye XliO 250 
Soundstye XI OS 250 
Soundstye X6053 255 
Soundstye X6100 265 
Soundstye X6310 275 
Soundstye X6058 290 
Soundstyle X61 05 300 
Soundstye Finewoods WIOS 320 
Stands Unique Isolation Platlorm 52 
Stands Unique Sound Support 249 
Stands Un1que Sound Tower 289 



Stands Unique Compact Sound Supp 4 
Stands Unique Sound Support 10 
Stands Unique Sound Twr Cabinet 
Stands Unique Rei Wall Support 
Stands Unique Ultimate Tower 
Stands Unique Rei Roor Support 
Target BS 
T ownshend Seismic Sink 1-(D 
Townshend Seismic Sink 1-30 
Townshend 5/Sink Stand 1-4 
Townshend Se!SffiiC Smk Stand 
Vibraplane Passive 
Vibraplane Active 
Wilson Benesch Standard Shelf 
Wilson Benesch Mono Block 
Wilson Benesch Kevlar Shelf 
Wilson Benesch Ass1de Baste 
Wilson Benesch Asside 
Wilson Benesch Triptych 

Alphason NCI 
Alphason Akros I 
Alphason RS I 
Alphason NCII 
Alphason HDS 
Alphason Trtan S 
Apollo Olympus 
Apollo AZ6 
Atacama BD21 
Atacama BDI7 
Atacama BD25 
Atacama SE16 
Atacama SE 12 
Atacama SX500 
Atacama F2 
Atacama Fl 
Atacama SX600 
Atacama Sl200 

4 

10 
6 
5 

60 
60 
120 
60 
60 
60 
60 
66 
56 

Atacama SE24 61 
Atacama SE20 
Atacama SX700 
Atacama Sl300 
Atacama TP600 
Atacama TPSOO 
Atacama SE615 
Atacama SE515 
Atacama SE415 
Atacama Sl400 
Atacama SEt 0005 
Atacama R724 60 
AVF Tower P6144BP 60 
BCD Model I 010 60 
Black Box Speaker Stand 100 
Credo STD 00 I 
Custom Design Tri 100 SO 
Custom Desrgn R/5300 60 
Custom Design M3 55 
Custom Design M2 55 
Custom Design M I 55 
Custom Desrgn Tri 300 ss 
Custom Design SCS 24 60 
Custom Design X24 
Deadrock 903 

HI - FI PRICE GUIDE 

315 
315 
369 
550 
689 
799 
175 
110 
400 
999 

1,245 
1,895 
3,600 

130 
265 
270 
590 
720 
990 

Deadrock 902 47 
Dead rock 90 I 39 
Elemental Reference SB I 
Elemental lsotube SZ 49 
Elemental lsotube SZse 61 
Elemental lsotube SCZ 49 
Elemental lsotube SCZse 49 
Elemental Reference SZ 52 
Elemental Reference SCZ 52 
Harbeth Hl-Stands 21 
Heybrook Stand-U l T 3 
Heybrook Stand-56 63 
Heybrook Stand-54 48 
JPW MS2 45 
JPW MS3 61 
JPW MSI 46 
JPW HSI 61 
JPW HS2 45 
Kudos Audio Arrow 60 
Kudos Audro 5-50 60 
Kudos Audio 5-1 00 63 
Mana Sound Base 
Opera WSI/E 60 
Opera Si 60 
Opera 52 60 
Partrngton A-4 60 
Pioneer CP-7 
Pioneer CP-8 
Projekt Signature 55 
Revolver RS t so 
Royd Royd 55 
Russ Andrews Torlyte 61 
SO Acoustics SO Alexandra so 
Silverado Silverado I Stand 60 
Son us Faber lronwood 
Son us Faber Stonewood 
Sound Org Z037 
Sound Org Z027 
Sound Org Z026 
Sound Org Z518 45 
Sound Org Z524 61 
Soundstyle X611 8 42 

47 Stands Unique Speaker support 59 
49 Stands Unique Tuned Spkr Support 59 
49 Stands Unique Tuned Carbon Fibre 59 
84 Stands Unrque Vivas CF Spkr Supp 60 
85 Target TR60 60 

Target RI 53 

l! 

i 

i 

l! 
Celesllon 12i B 
Denon SC-M2 l! 
Denon SC-E313SE !! 
Gale Mini Monitors l! 
Gale Gold Monitors .!! 
Gale 21 9_ 
Genexxa GX300 !! 
Genexxa GX330 .!! 
Gll Arena !! 
Glltmagio 1008 i 
Goodmans Active 75 !! 
Heybrook Puma 2 !! 
lnteraudio XLI 000 !! 
Jamo Studio-SO i 
Jamo D-110 !! 
Jamo SAT-170 !! 

60 
60 

399 
499 
599 
699 
799 
999 

1,499 
249 

55 
69 
69 
45 
55 
80 

120 
120 
50 

100 
270 
175 
235 
295 
345 
119 

50 
80 
80 
70 
99 

599 
369 
350 
475 
497 

55 
55 
55 
65 
69 

100 
159 
220 

299 
349 

68 
280 

� 95 

� 120 

� 30 

� 50 

� 119 

� 80 

� 130 

� 70 

� 90 

� 130 

� 80 

� 80 

� 90 

� lOO 

� 65 

� 129 

� 130 

� 70 

� lOO 

� 110 

Jamo Studio- t I 0 R � 110 
Jamo Artina B � 120 
Jamo D-1 15 B � 120 
Jamo 28 B � 125 
Jamo Cornet 145 B. � 130 
JBl CM40 g � 90 
JBl MX300 B � 90 
JBl Control IX B � 100 
J8l CM42 B � 130 
JP\N M1n1 Monttor i � 60 
JPW MLIIO i � 70 
JPW Gold Monitor a � 80 
JPW Ml210 B � 80 
JPW ML310 !! � 90 
JPW Ml410 g � 100 
JPW MLSIO i � 130 
JVC SX-SCI VBK E � 60 
JVC SP-VSO B � 80 
JVC SP-X220TBK ±I � 100 
JVC SP-X550BK ±I � 130 
KEF Coda 7 i � 129 
Kenwood l5-90UK !! � 130 
Mission 700 i � 130 

Mordaunt-Short MS81 2 � 100 
NAD 801 !! � 100 
Paradigm Micro v2 g � 100 
Paradigm Atom v2 !! � 120 
Pioneer CS-3030 B � 120 
Polk AB410 :!1 � 100 
Realistic Minimus 26 .8. � 56 
Realistic Minimus Pro-77 i � 100 
Revolver Beretta B. � 100 

R Alien Minette 2 i � 129 
Solid HCM2 i � 130 
Sony SS-86E !! � 100 
Tangent Monitor 3 !! � 60 
Tangent Monitor 5 i � 80 
Tannoy Mercury MI .8. � 120 

TDl Nucleus 1 l! � 75 
TDl Nucleus 2 i � 130 

Teac l5-X8 Mk 11 i � 80 
Technics SB-CSSS !! � 80 
Technics SB-CS65 i � 100 
Technics SB-CS75 l! � 100 
Wdale Valdus 100 B � 80 
Wdale Diamond 7.1 !! � 100 
Wdale Valdus 200 B � 110 
Wdale Modus Micro B � 110 

£131 TO £100 

Acoustic Energy Aegrs One i � ISO 

Acoustic Energy AEIOOi !! � 200 
Allison Model 4A !1 � 170 
B&W DM302 i � 150 

B&W CWMS :!1 � 170 
B&W DM601 B. � 199 
Bose 201 IV B � 200 
Boston CR6 l! � 149 
Boston 325 :!1 � 149 
Boston Micro BO Sat B. � 169 
Boston Runabout .!! � 169 
Boston 335 :!1 � 179 
Boston 351 :!1 � 189 
Boston CR7 .!! � 199 
Boston Runabout 11 B � 200 
Celestion lSi B. � 199 
Cerwin-Vega G-165 ±I � 200 

Eltax liberty 3+ !! � 149 
Genexxa GX650 ±I � 140 
Genexxa Pro l! � 160 

Gll lmagio IQ I 8 a � 140 
Gll lmagio IC31 8 a � 200 
Heybrook Heyette B B. � 199 
Heybrook HB I i � 199 
lnteraudio Xl2000 B. � 200 
Jamo Cornet 165 B. � 150 
Jamo 38 a � ISO 
Jamo 525 :!1 � ISO 
Jamo 560 :!1 � ISO 
Jamo 660 :!1 � 170 
Jamo Studio 180 ±I � 180 
Jamo 0165 il � 200 
Jamo 68 B. � 200 
Jamo 892 :!1 � 200 
JBl CM52 i � ISO 
JBl MXIOOO il � 170 
JBllX20 l! � 200 
JBl MX1500 ±I � 200 
JPW Ml610 ll � 170 
JPW SS55l l! � 200 
KEF Coda 8 B � 189 
KEF Model 605 R � 199 
KEF QIS � � 200 
Kenwood lS-200G g � 200 
KlH Model 2l B � 155 
KlH Model it B � 155 
KlH Model 3l a � 185 
Magnat Vector 22 B. � 179 
Mission 701 9_ � 160 
Miss1on 771 a � 170 
Mission 702 !! � 200 
Mission 771 e � � 200 
Mission 702e il � 200 
M-A Monitor I � � 200 
Mordaunt-Short MS814 ±I � 150 
Paradigm Mini Monitor !! � 200 

Pioneer CS-5030 .!! � 170 
Polk M2 :!1 � 180 
Polk RT3 !! � 200 
Polk AB610 :!1 � 200 
Rega Kyle l! � 198 
Revolver Colt l! � 139 

Revolver The 230 !! � 169 
Revolver Purdey Mkll i � 199 

R Alien Minette 3 ±I � 159 
R Alien Dim'n 5/1 Compact !! � 179 
R Alien RA6 !! � 199 
Royd A7X � � 155 
Sequence 200 :!1 � 199 
Solid Mon1tor !! � 200 
Sony SS-l26EB !! � ISO 
Sony SS-l76E ±I � 200 
Tangent Monitor 9 Zl � 150 
Tangent Monitor 11 ±I � 180 
Tannoy Mercury M2 !! � 140 

Tannoy Revolutron RI i � 200 
TDl Nucleus 3 ±I � 200 
Technics SB-CS95 !! � ISO 
Technrcs SB-M20 l! � 200 

TlC Maestro 70S R � 159 
Wdale Valdus 300 l! � 150 
Wdale Diamond 7.3 .!! � 150 
Wdale Modus Music Two g � 200 
Wdale Diamond 7.2 Ann'y g � 200 
Wdale Valdus 400 ±I � 200 

£201 TO £300 

AcoustiC Energy AE200 R � 250 

Arcaydis Baby l l! � 299 
Audio Gem Opal i � 230 
B&W CWM6i :!1 � 280 
B&W DM602 B � 300 
Bose 151 !! � 220 
Base 301 IV .!! � 300 
Boston 361 :!1 � 219 
Boston CR8 .!! � 239 
Boston 381 :!1 � 259 
Boston CR9 !! � 279 
Boston Voyager l! � 299 
Castle lsrs !! � 250 
Celestion Cl B. � 299 
Celestion 23i ±I � 299 
Cerwin-Vega VS-8 i � 250 
Cerwin-Vega G-330 ±I � 300 
Chario Syntar l 00 l1 � 249 
Chario Rei l 00 J! � 299 
Chario Hiper 1000 l! � 300 

Dali 102B l! � 260 
Dali 150 l! � 300 
Eltax linear Response l1 � 249 
Gll lmagio 1038Tl ±I � 250 
Heybrook Optima il � 259 
Heybrook Heyios !! � 269 
lnteraudio XLJOOO i � 230 
lnteraudio Xl4000 l! � 260 
Jamo Cornet 175 il � 230 
Jamo Classic 4 .!! � 250 
Jamo Art :!1 � 300 
Jamo 0265 il � 300 
JBl CM62 !! � 250 
JM lab Tan tal 507 l! � 295 
JPW Ml710 Zl � 230 
JPW Ml810 ±I � 260 
JVC SX-SWIO l! � 300 
KEF Coda 9 ±I � 299 
KEF Model 705 !! � 299 
KlH 83A l! � 205 
KlH 183A il � 265 
KlH Soundbrtes System :!1 � 276 
KlH Model 81 l! � 280 
KlH Model 41 l! � 290 
Linn Kan B � 295 
MISSion 750 l! � 248 
Mission 772 l! � 250 
Mission 703 ±I � 300 

IJulyfAugust 1999lllliliU•l[31111ll 



SPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 

M-A Monrtor 2 g Ill 250 
M-A Silver 3 lt Ill 300 
Mordaunt-Short MS815 .ti Ill 250 
Mordaunt-Short MS816 .ti Ill 300 
M us T ec Kestrel SE .ti Ill 300 
NAD 802 .!1 Ill 280 
Paradigm Monitor 5 .ti Ill 250 
Paradigm Monitor 7 lt Ill 300 
Pioneer CS-7030 ! Ill 230 
Pioneer CS-9030 .ti Ill 280 
Pioneer S-lC I i Ill 300 
Polk AB505 � Ill 220 
Polk M3 11 � Ill 220 
Polk RTS � Ill 250 
Polk RT7 lt Ill 300 
Polk MS � Ill 300 
Promenade SPI .!1 Ill 299 
Rega El8 .ti Ill 298 
Revolver The 250 .ti Ill 250 
R Alien Dimension Five I .ti Ill 239 
R Alien RA8 B. Ill 249 
R Alien RA8M i Ill 249 
R Alien Dimension Five 2 .ti Ill 269 
Royd The Envoy B. Ill 249 
Royd Minstrel .ti Ill 275 
Ruark Epilogue B. Ill 239 
Sequence 300 � Ill 249 
Solid HCMI i Ill 250 
Sony SS-1 76EB .ti Ill 250 
T annoy Mercury M3 .ti Ill 230 
Tannoy Precision PlO ! Ill 300 
TDl Nucleus 4 .ti Ill 300 
TlC Maestro 1 305 .ti Ill 289 
TlC Voyager 350 .ti Ill 289 
Wdale Modus Music Four .!1 Ill 230 
W dale Valdus 500 .ti Ill 300 

Yamaha NSIOM lt Ill 300 
lYP AI .!! Ill 219 

lYP A2S i Ill 295 

£l01 T0£500 

Acoustic Energy AEIOSSE g Ill 320 
Acoustic Energy AEt09 .ti Ill 350 

Acoustic Energy AE209 .ti Ill 450 
Acoustic Energy AE 120 .ti Ill 500 

Allison Model lA l! Ill 420 
Arcaydis Baby 2 .ti Ill 399 
Arcaydis ASC l! Ill 399 
Arcaydis AK I i Ill 449 

IUfl:lljliB•lt@l July/ August 19991 

HI - FI PRICE GUIDE 

Audiovector Cl B. Ill 399 Jordan Watts JHFlG i Ill 380 
AVI Neutron R Ill 499 Jordan Watts JH200 i Ill 420 
AVI NuNeutron lt Ill 500 JPW Ml910 .ti Ill 330 
B&O Beovox 0<50 B. Ill 325 JPW SS553 .ti Ill 400 

B&O Beovox 0<1 00 B Ill 425 JPW MUOIO .ti Ill 400 

B&W CWM8i � Ill 350 JPW Ruby I i Ill 400 
B&W DM305 .ti Ill 350 JPW Ruby 2 B Ill 500 
B&W CDM2SE lt Ill 400 KEF 035 .ti Ill 349 
B&W DM603 .ti Ill 500 KEF 055 .ti Ill 499 
B&W Signature 7 � Ill 500 KEF RDM One !! Ill 499 
Bandor Pictures � Ill 352 KesWICk Aria 11 B. Ill 379 
Blue Room Mini Pod i Ill 400 KlH 283A .ti Ill 310 
Boston Micro 90 Sat !! Ill 369 KlH 383A .ti Ill 335 
Boston Micro 80 Sys .ti Ill 369 KlH Model 51 .ti Ill 375 
Boston VR20 .ti Ill 380 KlH Model 71  .ti Ill 420 
castle Kendal .ti Ill 400 KlH Model 62T .ti Ill 486 
Castle Eden g Ill 500 linn Sekrit � Ill 395 
Celestion 25i .ti Ill 399 Magna! Vector 55 .ti Ill 349 
Celestion 30i .ti Ill 449 Magna! Vector 77 .ti Ill 449 
Celestion 35i .ti Ill 499 Mass10n 751f B. Ill 348 
Cerwn-Vega YS-10 .ti Ill 350 Mission 773e .ti Ill 400 
Chario Syntar I OOT .ti Ill 399 Mission 704 .ti Ill 450 
Chario Ref I 000 lt Ill 499 Mission 774 .ti Ill 500 
elements 300si B Ill 395 M-A Monitor 3 .ti Ill 350 
Dali 104B .ti Ill 370 M-A Silver 5 .ti Ill 400 
Dali Royal Menuel Mkll B. Ill 400 M-A Studio 2SE i Ill 500 
Dali 606 .ti Ill 400 M-A Monitor 4 .ti Ill 500 

Dali Royal .ti Ill 500 M-A 700PMC B. Ill 500 

Def T ech Celsius g Ill 395 Mordaunt-Short MS8 1 7  .ti Ill 500 
Dynaudio AudienCe 40 B. Ill 399 Mus Tee Hanner .ti Ill 400 

Epos ESI2 lt Ill 499 Mus Tee PMI5 i Ill 475 
Glllmagio IQ48Tl .ti Ill 350 NAD 804 .ti Ill 400 
Glllmagio IQ58Tl .ti Ill 450 Neat Critique B. Ill 445 

Glllmagio IC348Tl .ti Ill 500 Opera Duetto B Ill 395 
Heybrook Heyto .ti Ill 359 Opera Pnma B. Ill 495 
Heybrook Ultima .ti Ill 399 Origin live Ol-1 AS g Ill 399 
Jamo C\assic 6 .ti Ill 330 Origin Live Monarch B Ill 399 
Jomo Cornet 195 .ti Ill 350 Paradigm Studio/20 B Ill 350 
Jamo BX-lOOA .ti Ill 350 Paradigm Monrtor 9 .ti Ill 400 

Jamo 98 .ti Ill 350 Pentachord A g Ill 469 

Jamo D365 .ti Ill 400 Pioneer 5-lQ .ti Ill 450 
Jomo Oasslc 8 .ti Ill 400 Polk AB705 ::tl Ill 330 

Jamo Graphic g Ill 400 Polk RT8 .ti Ill 400 

Jamo 1 28 .ti Ill 450 Polk RTIO .ti Ill 500 
Jamo BX-1 50A .ti Ill 450 Polk AB805 ::tl Ill 500 

Jamo Atmosphere � Ill 500 Prof Monitor Co TB ISM B Ill 403 

JBl lX60 .ti Ill 350 Prof Monitor Co TBI B. Ill 410 

JBl Ti 200 .!1 Ill 400 Prof Monitor Co TB IS l! Ill 430 

JM lab Micron B Ill 395 Prof Monitor Co TB 1 M i Ill 447 
JM lab Tantal 515 .ti Ill 495 Prof Monitor Co XB 1 i Ill 499 

JM lab Megane B Ill 495 Promenade SP2 B Ill 399 
Promenade SP3 .ti Ill 499 
Rega Jura .ti Ill 450 
Rega ElAMkll .ti Ill 498 
Revolver The 260 .ti Ill 350 
R Alien Dimension Five 3 .ti Ill 349 
R Alien Dimension FIVe 4 .ti Ill 429 
Royd The Squire .ti Ill 350 
Royd Minstrel SE .ti Ill 399 
Royd Doublet .ti Ill 485 

Ruark Icon g Ill 399 
Sequence 400 � Ill 329 
Solid Verticale g Ill 400 
S Coast Odette lt Ill 325 
Spendor S3/5 I! Ill .499 
System 1130 .ti Ill 500 
Tannoy Prer:islon P20 .ti Ill 400 

TDl G20 .ti Ill 380 
IDL Chihern CFIOO .9. Ill 450 

TDl G30 .ti Ill 500 
Technics SB-M300 i Ill 350 
Technic; SB-MSOO .ti Ill 450 

TlCMus 300 .ti Ill 366 
Triangle Tit us TZe g Ill 379 
Triangle lunn .ti Ill 500 
Wdale Modus Music S� .ti Ill 330 
Wdale Modus Music Eight .ti Ill 430 
Wdale Modus Music 1/6 .ti Ill 500 

£501 TO £800 

Acoustic Energy AE505 .ti Ill 700 
Acoustic: Prer:islon Eikos FR l B. Ill 800 
Allison Model 3A g Ill 525 
Arcaydis AK3 .ti Ill 599 
Arcaydis AS2 g Ill 699 
Arcaydis AK4 .ti Ill 699 
Audio Gem Emerald .ti Ill 540 
Audio Note AN-K/D g Ill 620 
Audio Note AN-J,IB .!1 Ill 799 
Audiovector M 1 .1! Ill 759 
Audiovector Q .ti Ill 799 

AVI Biggatron .1! Ill 599 
B&O Beolab 2500 B Ill 750 
B&W CDMl SE .!! Ill 600 

B&W P4 il Ill 675 
Base 50 1 g Ill 600 

Base A' mass AM3 I! Ill 650 
Boston VR30 .ti Ill 600 

Castle Severn 2 .ti Ill 600 

Celestion 45i .ti Ill 599 
Celestion Q .ti Ill 699 
Cerwin·Vega VS·ll .ti Ill 550 
Cerwin-Vega YS-15 .ti Ill 700 
Chario Constellation lynx 549 
Chario Ref I OOT .ti Ill 599 
Chario Hi per 1 OOOT .ti Ill 699 

Oements 600s .ti Ill 595 
Cura CA-10 g Ill 699 
Dali 1 07 .ti Ill 600 
Dali 350 .ti Ill 600 
Dali 450 .ti Ill 700 
Dali 1 09 .ti Ill 800 
Del Tech BP6B .ti Ill 750 
Diapason Micra 11 B Ill 750 
Dynaudio Aud<ence 50 .1! Ill 577 
Dynaudio Audience 60 .ti Ill 729 
ELAC Cl310i JET ll Ill 800 
Epos ESI4 g Ill 675 
Harbeth BBC l53/5A g Ill 699 
Harbeth Hl·P3ES .1! Ill 799 
Heybrook Duet .1! Ill 799 
Infinity Kappa 60 i Ill 595 
Infinity Kappa 70 i Ill 795 
Jamo BX-ZOOA .ti Ill 530 
Jamo Oassic 1 0  .ti Ill 600 
JBllX80 .ti Ill 550 
JBl Ti 400 .ti Ill 550 
JBL SVA1500 B. Ill 650 
JBl Ti 600 .ti Ill 650 
JM lab Cobalt 807 i Ill 595 
JM lab Cobalt 8 1 0  .ti Ill 775 
Jordan Watts JH400 !! Ill 515 
JPW Ruby 3 .ti Ill 800 
KEF lS3/5a i Ill 649 
KEF RDM Two i Ill 699 
KEF ()65 .ti Ill 799 
KellylCll .ti Ill 700 
Keswick Volante .ti Ill 729 
KlH Model 82T a .ti Ill 690 
Linn Tuk.an Passive i Ill 550 
linn Ketfidh PassJVe .ti Ill 750 
Magnat Vintage 7 1 0  ll. Ill 799 
Meridian ASOO .ti Ill 750 
M&K 5·85 g Ill 700 
Mission 752f .ti Ill 578 

Mission 705 .ti Ill 600 
Mission 7531 .ti Ill 798 
M-A Silver 7 .ti Ill 600 
M-A 701PMC l! t:l 600 

M·A 703PMC .ti Ill 800 
Mus Tee Fakon .ti Ill 625 
Naimlntro .ti Ill 680 
Neat Mystique 2 .ti Ill 575 
NeatPetitell .!! Ill 745 
Opera Seconda g Ill 595 
Opera Platea .ti Ill 795 
Origin live Resolution i Ill 732 
Paradigm Studio/60 .ti Ill 650 
Paradigm Studio/80 i Ill 750 
Pentachord B i Ill 519 
Pentachord Pentode .ti Ill 729 
Polk RTI2 .ti Ill 600 

Polk RT16 .ti Ill 799 
Polk lSSO .ti Ill 800 
ProAc Tablette 50 i Ill 599 
ProAc Studio 1 00 g Ill 699 
Promenade SP4 .ti Ill 650 
Quad lOl ll Ill 600 
Rok:san ROKone 1 .1! Ill 595 
Rok:san Ojan 3 .ti Ill 795 
Royd The Sorcerer .1! Ill 595 
Royd Abbot .ti Ill 695 
Ruark T emplar 11 .ti Ill 559 
Ruark Sceptre .1! Ill 599 
RuarkTalisman 11 .ti Ill 799 

Ruark Prologue One .ti Ill 799 
SO Acousti<s S03R .1! Ill 649 

Shinpy Polai)'S I! Ill 595 
Silver<Klo Raider B. Ill 695 
Snell K5 i Ill 750 
Son us Faber Concertino i Ill 599 
S Coast Hades .ti Ill 695 
Spendor 51 I! Ill 549 
System 1150 .ti Ill 750 
T+A TB 100 .ti Ill 700 
Tannoy Precision P30 .ti Ill 600 

Tannoy Definition 0100 i Ill 689 
Tannoy Precision P40 .ti Ill BOO 
TDL Cotsv.dd moo .ti Ill 650 
Titan logic T/26 i Ill 646 
Titan logic T/2 i Ill 704 
TlC Classic 2 .ti Ill 535 
TLC Classic I .ti Ill 800 
Totem Mite i Ill 599 
Totem Rokk I! Ill 765 
Triangle Comete TZe l! Ill 525 
T nangle Zephyr 11 .ti Ill 599 

£801 TO £1.500 

Acoustic Energy AE509 .ti Ill 850 
- Energy AE520 .ti Ill 1,000 
Acoustic Energy AEl-11 B 1.095 
Acoustic Solutions Eight .1! 1,200 
Apertura Prima .ti I.D95 
Apertura Nova .ti 1,395 
Arcaydis ACI .ti 1.099 
Arcaydis AKS .ti 1,399 
ATC SCMIO i 1,000 
Audio Note AN·J/D i 930 
Audio Note AN-K/SPx .1! 1,060 
AudK> Note AN-f/8 .ti Ill 1.299 
Audio Note AN-J/SPx i Ill 1.415 
Audio Physic Step i Ill 1,299 



Audiovector M I Super .!l c 999 
Audiovector M2 .if c 1,399 
Audiovector M 1 Sig .!l c 1,449 
AV\ Posrtron .if c 899 
B&O Beolab 4000 .if c 1,100 
B&W P5 .if c 875 
B&W CDM7 .if c 1,000 
B&W DM604 .if c 1,000 
B&W P6 .if c 1,095 
B&W Matrix 805 V .!l c 1,095 
B&W NB05 .!l c 1,400 
Bandor Trident B c 846 
BKS Audio Hybrid 1 07 .if c 1,500 
Bose A' mass AM5 B c 900 
Bose 701 B c 1,000 
Boston VR40 .if c 1,000 
Castle Harle<:h .if c 900 
Celeslron A 1 a c 899 
Celestion 0 .if c 999 
Celestron A2 .il c 1,499 
Cerwin-Vega AL-1000 .il c 1,100 
Cerwin-Vega 1515 .if c 1,300 
Chario Ref I OOOT .il c 999 
Chario Academy 1 B 1,299 
Oements Reference l B 995 
Cura CA-21 .if 1,199 
Dali 850 .if 1,100 
Def T ech BP8B .il 1,000 
Def Te<:h BP lOB .il 1,500 
Diapason Prelude 11 B 875 
Diapason Karis B 1,275 
Dynaudio Contour 1.1 a 879 
Dynaudio Audience 70 .il 1,100 
Dynaudio Contour 1.3 B 1,198 
Dynaudio Audience 80 .if 1.460 
Electrocompaniet EC-M I .!l. c 995 
Electrocompaniet EC-Qube B c 1,195 
Electrocompaniet EC-Qube SE a c 1.495 
Epos ES15 .if c 890 
Epos ES22 .if c 1.185 
Harbeth HL-K6 !! c 1,049 
Harbeth HL-Compact 7 a c 1.499 
Harbeth BBC LS5/ 12A a c 1,499 
Heybrook Quintet .if c 1,199 
Impulse Kora .il � 1,250 
Infinity Overture 1 l! c 900 
Infinity Kappa 80 .!! c 995 
Infinity Kappa 90 B c 1.295 
Infinity Overture 2 .il c 1,500 
Jadis Orchestra .!! c 999 
Jamo Concert 8 .if c 1.365 
JBL SVA 1600 .if c 850 
JBL 4312 Mk\1-WX R c 1,000 
JBL SVA 1800 .il c 1,000 
JBL SVA 2100 .if c 1,250 
JM Lab Cobalt 815 .if c 900 
JM Lab Electra 905 .!l. c 1,095 
JM Lab Cobalt 820 .if c 1,175 
Jordan Watts JH 1 + 1 .if c 1,150 
JPW Ruby 4 .il c 1,000 
KEF 075 .il c 999 
KEF Ref. Model One .il c 1,199 
KEF RDM Three .if c 1,500 
Kelly KT3 .il c 1,200 
Kesw1ck T orino .if c 999 
Keswick Figaro Evolution B c 1,099 
Keswick Milano .if c 1.199 
Keswick Legato .if c 1,199 
Keswick Amber .if c 1.499 
Linn Tukiln Aktiv .!l. c 1,050 
Linn Keilidh Aktiv .if c 1,250 
L Voice Auditorium .if c 1,500 
Lowther Accolade 2 .if � 1,199 
Lumley ljM3.5 .if c 1,050 
Magnat Vrntage 720 .il c 1,199 
Magneplanar SMG-C SE .if 0 990 
Magneplanar MG-<J,6 SE .il 0 1.370 
Meridian Argent 1 !1 c 995 
M&K S-125 .!! c 1,150 
Mission 705a .if c 900 
Mtssion 754f .il c 1,298 
M-A Studio 6 ll. c 900 
M-A Silver 9 .il c 1,000 
M-A 705PMC .if c 1,150 
M us T ec Condor .il c 1,000 
Mus Te<: Hawk .if c 1,250 
M us T e<: Eagle .if c 1,500 
Narm Credo .il c 1,090 

Opera Terza .if c 995 
Opera Callas Gold B c 1,095 
Opera Divina 11 a c 1.495 
Origin live Soveriegn .if c 1,130 
Paradigm Studio/lOO .il c 950 
Polk LS70 .il c 1,200 
Polk RT20p .if c 1,500 
ProAc T ablette 50 SIG .!l c 899 
ProAc Response I SC .!l c 1,199 
Prof Monrtor Co LB t .e. c 935 
Prof Monrtor Co AB! .e. c 1.496 
Rega XEL .il c 1,040 
RMS Reve!dtron S 1 .il c 1,299 
Roksan 01an 3X .if c 995 
Royd The Albion .!l c 985 
Shahinian Super Elf .!l c 875 
Shahinian Starter .il c 1,195 
Shahinian Compass .if c 1,395 
Shinpy Micraphonica .!l c 1,099 

HI - FI PRICE GUIDE 

Silverado Ryder .il c 1,395 Ongm Live Conqueror .11 c 1.750 
Sonus Faber Concerto l! c 945 Pentachord P'column .il c 1,649 
Sonus Faber Concerto GP .il c 999 Polk LS90 .il c 1,700 
Sonus Faber Signum !! c 1,200 Posselt Albatross .il \)l 2,500 
5 Coast Merlin Monitor .!l c 849 ProAc Response 2S B. c 2,000 
S Coast Oassic !! c 1.495 ProAc Response 2.5 .il c 2,700 
Spend or SP3/ I P i c 825 Prof Monitor Co IBIS B. c 2,099 
Spendor Fl6 .if c 1,099 Rehdeko RK115 l! c 1.700 
Spendor SP2/3 B c 1,187 Ruark Crusader 11 .11 c 1,649 
Spendor Fl8 .il c 1.355 Ruark Equmox s c 2,000 
T+A TAS 1200E .il c 1,050 SD Acoustrcs SD5 .il c 1,549 
T+A TB 120 .il c 1,060 Shahrnian Arc .11 c 1,875 
Tannoy Definition 0300 .if c 999 Shahinian Obelisk .il c 2,695 
TDL Cheviot CF300 .if c 850 Shinpy Euritmica I! c 1,995 
T e<:hnics SB-M 1000 .il c 1,500 Shinpy Altair !1 c 2,895 
Titan Enigma T/3 I! c 822 Silverado Silverado I i c 1,995 
Titan Sovereign T/4 .il c 1,292 Sonus Faber Electa Amator 2 i c 2,849 
T a tern The Arro .il c 959 Sound-Lab Quantum .il 0 2,150 
Totem The Staaf .il c 1,249 S Coast Excalibur .il c 2,750 
Totem Model One I! c 1,249 Spendor SPl/2 .!l. c 1,674 
Triangle Antal .il c 1,099 Spendor SP\00 .il c 2,234 
Ver�as 7 a c 1,000 T+A TB 140 .il c 1,760 
Ver�as 20 a c 1.400 Tannoy Oelimtion 0500 .11 c 1,999 

Tannoy Stirling TW .il c 2,200 
£1501 TO £3,000 Tannoy Definition 0700 .il c 2,500 

TDL Studio Monitor-m .il c 2,750 
Acoustic Energy AEl Sig a c 1,995 Totem Tabu .il c 2,299 
Acoustic Energy AE2 Sig a c 2,995 
Alon \ Mk \1 .il c 1.795 

Totem The Forest .il c 2,675 
Triangle Zays .il c 1,750 

Alon 11 Mk 11 .il c 2.495 Triangle Altinis .11 c 2,250 
Apertura Agora Signature i c 2.295 Triangle Extan .il c 2,950 
Apertura Tanagra .il c 2.395 Veritas 40 .il c 1,900 
Apertura T anagra Si g. .il c 2.795 Veritas HI .il � 2,995 
ATC SCM20SL � c 1.750 Wilson Benesch Orator .il c 2,900 
ATC SCM20 Tower SL .il c 2.400 
Audio Note AN-f/D .!l c 1,520 OVER £3,000 
Audio Note AN-f/SPx i c 2,250 
Audio Physic Spark 2 i c 1.749 
Audio Physrc Tempo .il c 1,999 
Audio Wi<'p Cyclone 34 .il c 2,000 
Audiostatic DC\ .il 0 2.495 
Audiovector M3 .il c 1,899 
Audiovector M3 Sig .il c 2.499 
B&O Beolab 6000 .il c 1,550 

Acoustic Energy AES .il c 7,995 
Alon lotus SE .il c 3,500 
Alon V Mk Ill .il c 5.495 
Alon Adriana B. c 8,500 
Alon Circe .il c 12,000 
Alon Phalanx .il Ill 19,000 
Apertura Athena .il c 6,995 

B&O Beolab 8000 .il c 2,100 
B&O Beolab Penta 3 .il c 2,650 
B&W Matr� 804 .il c 1,695 

Apertura Atlante .il c 8,995 
A TC SCM20A PRO B. c 3,049 
ATC SCM20TASL .il c 3,995 

B&W Matrl< 803s2 .il c 2,495 ATC SCM50PSL .il c 4.250 
B&W Matrix 80253 .il c 2,995 ATC SCMIOOPSL .il c 4,950 
Bandor BandorajMora .il c 2,350 ATC SCM50ASL .il c 5.775 
Bandor Siren .il c 2,800 ATC SCMIOOASL .il c 6.475 
Beau horn Virtuoso Bronze .il \)l 2,995 ATC SCM70 .il c 10,000 
BKS Audio Hybrid 128 .il c 2,549 ATC SCM200ASL .il c 15,595 
Bose 901 VI B. c 1,650 ATC SCM300ASL .il c 17,731 
Boston Lynfield 300L !! c 2,000 Audio Note AN-JSE Silver B. c 7,900 
Cary SP-301 .il c 2,295 Audio Note AN-ESE Silver i c 9,600 
Celestion A3 .il c 2.399 Audio Physic Virgo 2 .il c 3.399 
Celestion Kingston .il c 2,500 
Chano Academy 2 � c 1,649 

Audio Physic Avanti 2 .il c 6,699 
Audio Physic Caldera .il c 10,599 

Chano Academy Mrllenrum i c 2,100 Audio Physic Medea .il c 24,999 
Clements Reference 7 .il c 1,995 Audiostatic DC\ �us .il 0 3,750 
Credo SPB 003 .il c 1,820 Audiovector SX .il c 3,999 
Credo SPB 009 .il c 2.453 
Cura CA-30 .il c 1.799 

Audiovector 6X .il c 5,699 
Avalon Avatar .il c 5,995 

Dali Grand Coupe .il c 2,500 Avalon Arcus .il c 6,995 
Def T e<:h BP2002 .il c 2.400 Avalon Eclipse Oassic .il c 8,995 
Diapason Adamantes Ill I! c 1,995 Avalon Radian HC .il c 13,995 
Oynaud1o Contour 1.8 .il c 1,894 Avalon Eidolon .il c 20.495 
Dynaudio Cralft B. c 2.598 Avalon Sentinel .il c 79,995 
Dynaudio Contour 3.0 .il c 2,930 AVI Gravitron .il c 4.250 
ECA Servo A2 .il c 2.450 B&W Matrrx 80 I 53 .il c 3,995 
ELS Res'ch Vision .il 0 2,800 B&W Silver Signature .!l c 5,500 
Epos ES30 .il c 2,385 B&W Nautilus 801 .if c 8,500 
Gamma Epoch Ref Five .il c 2,999 B&W Nautilus .il c 35,000 
Harbeth HL-58 .il c 1,999 Bandor Bandoline .il c 3,290 
Helius Syrius 11 .il c 2.395 Beau horn Virtuoso Gold .il \)l 3.395 
He\ius Syrius I .il c 2,850 Beauhorn Virtuoso Reference .il \)l 3,995 
Heybrook Octet .il c 1.799 Beauhorn Accelerando .il � 6,600 
Hi Q Sound SMIOB .il c 2,000 BKS Audio Hybrid 175 .il c 3,995 
Impulse lali .il � 1,850 Boston l ynfield SOOL .il c 4.449 
Infinity Overture 3 .il c 1.750 Chario Academy 3j .il c 5,999 
Infinity Kappa 100 B. c 1,895 Credo SPB 012 .il c 3,147 
Jamo Concert I I .il c 2,250 Credo SDL 001 .il c 5,677 
JM Lab Electra 915 .il c 1.795 Dali Grand .il c 4,000 
JM Lab Electra 920 .il c 2.350 Del T e<:h BP2000 .il c 3,600 
Jordan Watts JH2K .il c 2.400 Diapason Adamantes ltd l! c 3,995 
Jordan Watts JH5K .il c 3,000 Oynaudio Contour 3.3 .il c 4,815 
KEF Ref. Model Two .if c 1.599 Dynaudio Confidence 3 .il c 4,846 
KEF Ref. Model Three .il c 1,999 Dynaudio Confidence 5 .il c 5,924 
Lmn Kaber Passive .il c 2,000 Dynaudio Consequence .il c 14,566 
linn Kaber Aktiv .il c 2,640 Oynaudio Evidence .il c 50,909 
L Voice Aud'm Avatar .il c 2,100 Electrofluidics Sonolith 2.2x1 .il c 5,999 
Lowther Fidelio .il � 1,999 ELS Res' eh Vista .il 0 3,900 
Lowther Academy .il � 2.399 ELS Res' eh illusion Mk\1 .il 0 9,000 
Lowther Bel Canto .il � 2,699 Impulse Ta'us .il \)l 3,100 
Lumley ljM2 Mk3 .il c 2,995 Inner Sound Eros .il 0 3,995 
Magna! Vintage 760 .il c 1,999 Jadis 2 .il \)l 5,900 
Magneplanar MG-10 SE .il 0 1,650 Jadis 1 .il \)l 18,900 
Magneplanar MG-1 ,5 SE .il 0 1.780 Jamo Oriel .il c 9,000 
Magneplanar MG-2.7 SE .il 0 2,650 JM lab Mini Utopia l! c 4,500 
Martin-logan Aerius i .il 0 2,199 JM lab Meuo Utopra .il c 7,250 
Meridian M60 .1! c 2,150 JM Lab Utopia .il c 18,300 
M-A Studio 20SE .il c 2.500 JM Lab Grande Utopia .il c 35,000 
Nairn SBL Active .il c 1,885 Jordan Watts JHIOK .11 c 7,570 
Narm SBL Passrve .il c 2,030 KEF Ref. Model Four .il c 3,299 
Neolith NEO 1 B. c 2,999 Keswick Zero 2 .il c 7,000 
Opera Caruso 11 .il c 2.495 Linn Keltik Aktiv .il c 6,000 

L Voice Air Scout 
L Voice A1r Partner S 
lowther Delphic 
lowther Opus One 
Lumley l/M 2 Sig. Mk3 
Magna\ Vrntage 770 
Magneplanar MG-3.5SE 
Magneplanar MG-20 SE P 
Magneplanar MG-20 SE A 
Martin-Logan Sl3 
Martin-logan CLS 1\z 
Martin-Logan Re-Quest Z 
Meridian DSP5000 
Meridian DSP5500 
Merrdran DSP6000 
M-A Studio 50 
M-A Studio 60 
Naim DBL Active 
Neolith NEO 2 
Neolith NEO 3 
ProAc Response 3.8 
ProAc Response 5 
ProAc Response 4 
Prof Monitor Co MB I P 
Prof Monitor Co BB5 A 
Quad ESL63 
Rehdeko RK 125 
Rehdeko RKt45 
Rehdeko RK 175 
Revel Gem 
Rockport Merak 
Rockport Syzygy 
Rockport Procyon 
Ruark Solstice 
Ruark Excalibur 
SD Acoustrcs SD 1 E 
Shahinian Hawk 
Shahinian Diapason 
Shinpy Enigma 
Shinpy Euphonia 
Shinpy Magnifica Suprema 
Shun Mook Bel\a Voce 
Sonus Faber Guarneri Homage 
Sonus Faber Amati Homage 
Sound-Lab Dynastat 
Sound-Lab Aura 
Sound-Lab Pristine Ill+ 
Sound-Lab A-3 
Sound-Lab Ultimate \I 
Sound-Lab A-1 
Sound-Lab Ultimate Ill 
Sound-Lab Ultimate I 
S Coast King Arthur 
Spendor FLJO 
T+A A4D 
T+A A3D 
T+A AlD 
Tannoy Edrnburgh TW 
Tannoy Oefinrtion 0900 
Tannoy GRF Memory TW 
Tannoy Westmmster TW 

Tannoy Canterbury 15 TW 
Tannoy Westminster Royal 
TDL Ref Standard-m 
Titan Goliath T/4 
Totem Mani-2 
Totem Shaman 
Triangle Nemo Altiar 
Veritas H2 
Veritas H3 
Wilson Audio Cub 
Wilson Audio WAn 5 
Wilson Audio Wtn \I 
Wilson Audio Maxx 
Wilson Benesch Actor 
Wrlson Benesch AGI spkr 
Wilson Benesch Act 2 
Wrlson Benesch The Brshop 

Acoustic Energy AE108S 
Allison Mini Ref Sub 
Alon Poseidon 

.il � 

.11 � 
iJ � 
.il � 
.11 c 

.11 c 

.11 0 
.il 0 
.il 0 
.11 0 
.il 0 
.11 0 
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.if c 

.11 c 

iJ c 

iJ c 

iJ c 

l! c 

.il c 

.il c 

.11 c 

.11 c 

.!l c 

� c 
.if 0 

l! c 

l! c 

l! c 

l! c 

l! c 

.il c 

.11 c 

.il c 

.il c 

.11 c 

.il c 

.11 c 

.11 c 

.11 c 

.11 c 
.il c 

B c 

.11 c 

.11 0 
.il 0 
.il 0 
.11 0 
.11 0 
.il 0 
iJ 0 
.11 0 
B. c 

.11 c 

.il c 

.il c 

.il c 
.11 � 
.il c 

.il c 
.il � 

.il � 
.il � 
.11 c 

.il c 
g c 

.11 c 

.11 c 
.il � 
.il \)l 

.il c 

.!l c 

B c 

.il c 

.11 c 
.il c 

.11 c 
.il c 

19,500 
37.200 
3,099 
4,999 
4,500 
3,500 
3,800 

10.300 
11,000 
3.399 
4,555 
5,875 
3.295 
5,950 
9.400 
3,300 
5,000 
8,050 
3.499 
4,999 
3,990 
9,000 

12,000 
4,370 

16,688 
3.450 
3,200 
4,800 
8,800 
5.295 

13,995 
15,000 
32,500 

4,000 
7,000 
3,495 
4,995 
8,895 
3,995 
5,995 

14,500 
6,000 
5,795 

11,450 
3.790 
6,490 
7,990 

11,990 
13,950 
13,990 
18,950 
23,950 

3,095 
3,475 
3,850 
4,550 
8.400 
3,250 
3,999 
4,000 
6,600 
7,720 

14,920 
6,000 
4,112 
3,100 
9,999 
4,250 
4.495 
5,995 
5.495 
8,390 

10,995 
34,995 

3,900 
6,900 
8,900 

20,000 

300 
210 

12,000 
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SUBWOOFERS (CONTINUEDI 

ATC SCM 0.1/15 <® 3,B10 
Audio Physic Terra <® 3,499 
B&W ASWHXXJ ®)) 500 
B&W ASG 0 500 
B&W ASW2000 <® BOO 
B&W ASW3000 @> 1,000 
B&W Malrix BOOASW 0 OD3 1,500 
Boston CR400 0 300 
Boston VRSOO <® 450 
Boston VR2000 @Jon:t BOO 
Celestion C5135 139 
Celestion CSW Mkll 0 329 
Celestion Sii 0 349 
Celestion A6s 0 BOO 
Cerwin-Vega HT-I OD 200 
Cerwin-Vega HT-120 250 
Chario Syntar Bass 299 
Chario Hiper Bass 499 
Credo SDC 00 I 0 3,054 
Gllle Bass 0 350 
Jamo SW303E 0 200 
Jamo SW400E 0 250 
Jamo SW410e 0 300 
Jamo SWSOSE 0 300 
Jamo Sub One 0 400 
JBL Control Sub 6 0 200 
JBL Control Sub 10 0 300 
JM Lab Tantal SW20 0 349 
JM Lab Cobalt SW27A 0 595 
JM Lab Electra SW33A 0 B95 
JM Lab Sub Utopia 0 2,200 
JPW Subwoofer 130 
JPW SW40 0 199 
JPW SWGO 0 350 
JPW SW-120 0 500 
KEF Model 20B 0 349 
KEF Model 30B 0 499 
KEF Model AVI 0 OD3 2.499 
Kenwood SWSOO 250 
Kenwood SWSO I 0 349 
Keswick Alto 1,299 
KLH ASWIQ-100 0 350 

KLH ASW12·120 0 3BO 

Linn AVSISO 0 2,BSO 
L Voice RW24 11,500 

Magnat Vector Sub 30P 149 
Magnat Vector Sub 30A 0 299 

Meridian M2500 0 1,595 

M&K VX-7Mkll 0 450 

M&K V-75 MKII 0 650 

M&K V-125 0 BOO 
M&K V-125 (THX) 0 OD3 BOO 
M&K MX-70 0 900 
M&K MX-150 (THX) 0 OD3 1,500 
M&K MX-700 0 1,595 
M&K MX-200 0 I,BOO 
M&K MX-350THX 0 OD3 1,995 
M&K MX-5000 (THX) 0 OD3 2,900 
Mission 70as 0 300 
Mission 75as 0 54B 
M-A ASWIIO 0 500 
M·A ASW210 0 700 
Mus Tee Sub 0 650 
Muse Model 22 0 1,890 
Muse Model IB 0 3,790 
Neat Gravrtas 1,095 
Paradigm PDR I 0 0 250 
Paradigm SeND 15A 0 BOO 
Polk PSW50 0 350 
Polk PSWI50 0 500 
Polk PSW300 0 750 
REL QSO 0 375 
REL Q-IOOE 0 495 
REL Strata 11 0 575 
REL Strata Ill 0 GOO 
REL Storm <® G95 
REL Stadium 11 0 995 
REL Stentor 11 0 I,BOO 
REL Studio 11 0 4,000 
Revel Sub-15 0 2,195 
Revolver The Recoil 100 
R Alien Gold Sub 0 149 
R Alien Dim'n Active 0 499 
R Alien Magnum Active 0 699 
Roksan Ojan 35 795 
Sequence FW\20 249 
Solid PBIOO 0 350 
Sony SA-W305 0 130 
Sunfire Sub Junior 0 1,099 
Sunfire True Sub 0 1.499 
Sunfire T rus Sub Si g. 0 1,699 
TDL Nucleus SBR 200 
TDL CF75 0 700 
Triangle Sat ill 0 650 
Tsunami TS300 0 300 
Tsunami TS200 0 300 
Tsunami TS210 0 399 
W dale Modus Sub Bass 180 
Wilson Audio Puppy 5.1 B,450 
Wilson Audio Whow Ill 0 10,999 
Wilson Audio XS 17,000 
Yamaha YST-SW40 0 140 
Yamaha YST·SW80 0 180 
Yamaha YST-SWI50 0 280 
Yamaha YST-SW300 0 350 
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Creek T43 P6B 399 
Cyrus FM7 P29 39B 
Davidson-Roth FM Ref Classic 5,590 
Denon TU-260L Mkll P40 RDS 130 
Denon TU-215RD P40 RDS ISO 

Denon TU-425RD P40 RDS 200 
Denon TU·ISOORD P40 RDS 250 
Fanfare FTI P08 1.395 
H/K TU930 P30 ISO 

H/K TU950 P3o RDS 200 
Kenwood KT-2080 P20 RDS 130 
Kenwood KT-3080 P30 RDS IBO 
Linn Kudos PSO 775 

linn Kremlin PBO 2,600 
Magnum Dynalab FTII 499 
Magnum Dynalab FT·IOIA 795 
Magnum Dynalab Elude 1,250 
Magnum Dynalab MD108 4,990 

Marantz ST-48 PGO RDS 120 
Marantz ST-17 PGO RDS 600 

Air Tangenl l( # 4,GOO Mclntosh MR7084 PSO 2,499 
Air Tangent lOB # 8,GOO Mclntosh MX118 PSO 4,999 
Air Tangent Reference # 14,000 Mclntosh MXI30 PSO G,999 
Audio Note AN-ARM 1 ® 1G9 Meridian 504 P30 695 
Audio Note AN-os ® 795 Michi RHT·IO PIG 895 
Audio Note AN-1 s ® 995 Micromega Minium FM Mk2 P39 330 
Audiomeca SLS # 2,500 M1aomega Tuner P39 700 
Dynavector 507 ® 1,995 Mu�cal Fldelrty E50 P20 300 
Graham 1.5 Basic ® 1,G95 Myryad T-30 P39 400 
Graham Mk 2.0 ® 2,650 Myryad MTIOO P39 530 
Helius Orion 4 Copper ® 549 NAD 412 P24 190 
Helius Cyalene 2 ® 1,495 NAD 414RDS P30 RDS 250 
Kuzma Stogi S ® 399 NAD 710 P24 270 
Kuzma Stogi ® 750 NAD 712 P24 330 

Kuzma StogJ Ref "' 1,250 Nairn NAT03 G15 
Linn Akito ® 500 Nairn NAT02 1,130 

Linn Ekos "' 1,500 Na�m NATO I 1.780 
Moth Mk I .. 109 Onkyo T 421 ORDS P30 RDS 180 
Moth MKIII Stainless ® 146 Onkyo T 409 P30 230 
Moth Mk Ill Tungsten ® 174 Onkyo T 411RDS P30 RDS 260 
Moth Molh 900 ® 59B Pioneer F-204RDS P30 RDS 140 

Nairn ARO ® 1,070 Proneer F-504RDS P40 RDS 250 
N'ham Space ® 450 Proneer F·504RDS Precisron P40 RDS 300 
N'ham Paragon 3 # 550 Quad 99 P25 700 

N'ham Paragon 2 # 800 Quad 77FM P25 RDS 700 

N'ham Mentor ® 800 Rega Radio P24 298 

N'ham Foot ® 1,100 Roksan Caspian PSO 695 
N'ham Paragon I # 1,600 Rotel RT -935AX P20 160 
Pro-Ject 9 ® 350 Rotel RT940AX P20 200 

Rega RB250 ® 109 Sony ST-SE200 P30 100 

Rega RB300 .. 174 Sony ST-SE300 P30 RDS 120 

Rega RB900 ® 598 Sony ST-SE500 P30 RDS 140 

Rockport Series 7000 # G,OOO Sorry ST·SB920 P30 RDS 180 
Roksan Tabriz .. 350 Sorry ST·SA3ES P30 RDS 250 
Roksan Tabriz Zi ® 450 T+A T1200R P60 RDS 790 
Roksan Artemiz ® B95 TAG McLaren T20 P39 1,099 
SME 3009 Ser ll lmp ® 309 Teac T-R400 P40 100 
SME 3009 52 Ser ll lmp $ 338 Teac TR-460 P40 RDS 120 
SME Series 11 3009-R ® 514 Teac T-HSOO P30 RDS 170 
SME Series 11 301Q-R ® 526 Technics ST-GT3SOL P30 130 
SME Series 113012-R ® 565 Technics ST-GT550l P39 RDS 180 

SME 309 "' 689 Technics ST-GT650l P39 RDS 230 
SME 310 $ 705 Thorens TRT-2000 P59 RDS 499 
SME 312 ® B02 Thule Audio Spirit TU lOO P40 RDS 499 

SME Senes rv "' 983 Yamaha TX-480L P40 100 

SME Senes V .. 1,461 Yamaha TX-10 11 P40 RDS 130 
Triplanar VIA ® 3,500 Yamaha TX-492RDS P40 RDS 130 
Triplanar VlB $ 3.750 Yamaha TX-59 2RDS P40 RDS 180 
Wilson Benesch Act 0.5 ® 795 Yamaha RX-39GRDS P40 RDS 250 
Wilson Benesch ACT2 ® 
Zeta AS ® 
Zeta VDH ® 

Audio Note AN· n I 
Dual C5435-1 01 "' 
Dual CS455 01 "' 
Dual 50>-4 UK 01 • 
Eclipse n430 01 "' 
Genexxa Lab-71 0 01 "' 
Genexxa Lab-8 10 01 "' 

Akai AT1200 P30 Kenwood KD-492F 01 "' 
AMC T7 P30 Michell Mycro 
Arcam Alpha 7 P24 Moth Alamo 01 
Arcam Alpha 8 P24 Moth Kanoot Mkl Arm 01 
Arcam Delta 280 P20 300 MOih Kanoot Mk3 Arm 01 
Ariston TX·510 P20 60 NAD 533 01 "' 
Aura TU80 P30 350 N'ham Interspace 
AVI S2000MT PIG 599 Pioneer Pl-J250Q-C 01 "' 80 
AVI S2000MT2 P99 RDS 899 Pioneer PL-990 01 "' 130 

Facts back 

past reviews 
... For a((ess to Ci) 

see page 129. � 
Pro-Ject 0.5/0M 10 01 "' 170 
Pro-Ject 1/510 01 "' 200 

Pro-Ject 2/510 01 "' 250 
Pro-Ject Classi</510 01 "' 360 
Pro-Ject G/510 01 "' 400 
Pro-Ject G.9 01 500 
Rega Planar 78 01 214 

Rega Planar 2 01 214 
Rega Planar 3 01 274 
Roksan Radrus 470 
Sherwood PMB550 01 "' 160 
Sony PS-LX I SOH 01 "' 90 
Sony PS-LX300H 01 "' 150 
Technics SL-JllOO 01 "' 120 
Technics SL-BD20 01 "' IGO 
Technics SL-BD22 01 "' 180 
Technics SL-1210Mkll 01 400 
Technics Sl-1200Mkll 01 400 
Thorens TD-IBO AT91 01 "' 190 
Thorens TD·280 IV/UK 01 "' 210 

Thorens TD-166 VVUK/RB 01 400 
Thorens TD-318 Ill TP50 01 500 

OVER £500 

Audio Note AN-n 2 995 
Audio Note AN-n 3 1,995 
Audiomeca Romance 01 1,895 
Audiomeca Jl 3,500 
Avid Acutus 3,995 
Basis 2000 1,995 
Basis 2001 2,995 
Basis Ovation 11 5,400 
Basis 2500 5,495 
Basis 2800 01 "' 7,495 
Basis Debut Gold Std Ill 8,200 
Basis Debut Gold Vacuum 10,300 
Chantry QT Level 2 01 705 
DNM-Reson Rota 1 01 "' 3,900 

DNM·Reson Rota 2 01 • 5,600 
Impulse Moskito 01 695 
Kuzma Stabi S G95 

Kuzma Stabi 1,950 
Kuzma Stabi Reference 3.750 

Lmn LP12 Basik 1,100 
unn LP12 Lingo 1,750 
Mrchell Gyro Sprder Ed' n 775 
Mrchell Gyrodek 875 
Michell Orbe 1,995 

N'ham Spacedeck 750 
N'ham Graphic 1,200 
N'ham HyperSpacedeck 1,500 
N'ham Mentor 2,600 
N'ham Anna Log 5,500 
Oracle Delphi 3,370 
Oracle Delphi 15th Anniv 3,800 
Pink Triangle Tarantella 6BO 
Pro-Ject Perspective 01 750 

Rega Planar 9 01 • 1,598 
Reson RSIM 01 "' 695 
Reson Rota 1 01 "' 3,900 
Rockport Capella 11 7,000 
Rockport Sirius Ill 01 50,000 
Roksan Xerxes 10 1,295 
Roksan TMS 2,750 
SME Model 20/2 3,403 
SME Model 20/2A 01 4,863 
SME Model 30/2 10,675 
SME Model 30/2A 01 12,135 
Stratosphere STI 6,500 
Technics SL·1200LTD 01 700 
Thorens TD-146 VI TP50 01 550 
Thorens TD-2001 TP90 01 700 
Thorens TD·520 SME 1,050 
Well Tempered Record Player 01 1,850 
Well Tempered Classic 01 2,980 
Well Tempered Super 01 3,900 
Well Tempered Reference 01 5,300 
Wilson Benesch Circle 795 
Wilson Benesch WB T umtable 1,775 
Wilson Benesch Full Circle 1,995 



Do you want to choose your hifi in a 
comfortable and relaxing environment . 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) . . ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) . . ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD . .  ? 

? 
• 

... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Camberley, 

Chertsey, Crowthorne, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley, 

Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Molesey 

(East & West), New Maiden, Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, 

Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Woking, Wokingham, Yateley? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, B&W, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, 

Epos, Harman Kardon, Infinity, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 

NAD, Nakamichi, Pioneer, Primare, PROAC, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rote!, Tag McLaren, Target, 

T.D.L., Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems}& Top Tape. 

Visit us first and y ou won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you 

can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as stocking 

selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the premises all the 

above brands (and others also). 

PJ IFI 
Guildford's only REAL Hi-Fi shop 

on Permanent 

demonstration 

We are at 

3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 
(by the traffic lights- adjacent to Yates Wine Lodge) 

01483 504801 • 01483 304756 
Access • Visa • Switch • American Express • Diners Club • Open Monday- Saturday 9am-6pm (later by appointment) 



DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 

Amplifiers 
KEY TO SPECIFICATIONS 

UNE INPIII'S: Number of input 
Wets for linffilel (I"IOil-'Ji¥) 

-y-he_a _m-plifier _is_at_the_hea_n _of-any-hi-fi-�- em-, accep- -tin _g _the_outputs _ _  from_ ..... '"'"""such as m player.;. 

varru mll!ic sources. increasing the amplitude of their �gnal and then tuneo. and =ette deds. 

driving the loudspeakers to produce sound. CJne.box �ntegrated' amps rule the MM PHONO INPUT: M � 

roost at iaN-tfrmiddle price poiniS, but [ \W pay rmre, the kN.Yevel and high- speciaiY � for rn<Mng 
level signal processes are separated into preamp and power amp boxes. and � (t>it1 output) phono 
even separate 'outboarcf power supplies come into play. Mother luxury is a pidup Gll1ridge;. 
separate amp for earn stereo dlannel: sudl c:IE.We; are knoMJ as rmmblod<s. 
Finally, output power and sound quality are not �rily related. Some of the 
finest amplifiers outputs only 12 Watts. but 1-.111 yield loudness aplenty v..!l€0 
pannered Vvith higiHo!OOerxy loudspeakers 

phono pidup cartridges. 
llfMOTE CllHIIIOI! M infra­

red hardsel to acjust volume ell:. 

IIEAIIPIIONE SOOIET: M 

"�output for heildprooes. 
POWER OUIPIIT (Wills): 
Otr IT1ei!SI.Jrei'O of an amp's 
RMS JlCM'I" output ilfo 8 Ohrr6. 

REaiVEII: M ampifierv.ilh 
buit�n radio re<:fiver (llre'). 

liiCI'5MO( IIEHIIEN(E: 

The Fadsbadc R6ererr:e ....mer 

permis <ired �to Oll' fa<ed 

........, reprint seMce. RJr ful 

ilfo, see the Fadsbadc a<Nert on 

the pe>.Jlinate page of the rna& 
ISSIE- The m of 

Amplifiers 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Alchemist Maxim 
Alchemist Kraken APDGA 
Alchemist Nemesis 

4 AMC3025a 
4 AMC3050a 

AMC 3100a 

140 4 • • • • 30 2045 l7l 
170 4 • • • • 45 1970 1G7 
200 6 e e lOO 18G 

4 �==��� ------�23�0����������������������������6�------��·�� 3�5 ________ �18� 6 
4 �����------�5oo���� ����������������==����=c��==�---------=•-- •��7o�--�2=00�7�1G=8� 
4 ���� � ------�800�� ����=7��������T=77���7=����� �--� --------·� --�1007- -------71�81� Aria 52 1000 4 12 190 H 
4 Audio Analo ue Puccini 450 5 • • 40 2147 175 

Audio Analogue Puccini SE 
Audiogram MBl 

4 Audio Note Oto SE 
4 AVI S2000MI 

Bryston B60R 
Cambridge Audio ASOORC 

4 Co land CSAS 
4 Co land CSA 28 

CR Developments CR324 
Cymbol CAl 
Creek 4330 
Cyrus llli 

4 C rusSL 
4 Denon PMA-250SE 
4 Denon PMA·350SE 

Denon PMA-425R 
Denon PMA-725R: 

4 Denon PMA-ISOOR 
4 Densen Beat B-100 Mkll 

Densen DM-1 0 
DPA Renaissance 
EMF Audio Sequel 
Exposure XX Super 
Exposure RCXXV 

4 Electrocompaniet ECI-2 
4 Harman Kardon HK610 
4 Harman(Kardon HK620 

Holfi Audis Signature 
Jolida 202 
NC AA-V4 
JVC AA-RS 
Kenwood KA-5090R 
Ken wood KAF-301 OR 

t lavardin Model IT 
LFiD Integrated Zero 

4 Ma num IA120 
4 Ma num IA170 
4 Ma num IA200 
4 Ma nu m Class A 

Magnum Class A SE 
Marantz PM-48 
Marantz PM-57 

4 MaraniZ PM-6GSE 
4 Marantz PM66 KI-Si nature 

Marantz PM-17 

595 • • 40 181 

� � m 

999 e lOO 2155 175 
1,249 5 e e GO 215G 175 

945 60 2010 168 
1,249 • • 60 189 
569 150 181 

m 6 � � 

140 • 30 2046 171 
180 • 50 185G 162 
230 • • • 45 1973 167 

500 . 5 • • • • 70 181 
G50 60 1855 175 
1,375 75 189 

995 4 50 2158 175 
180 6 • • 30 1465 149 
250 G • • 40 1858 IG2 
750 • G5 181 

3,200 4 40 184 H 
549 50 1584 140 

2G5 • G5 2054 171 
330 namics e 9G 1260 142 
m � �� 
G90 e e GO 11G 
795 • 80 2159 175 

230 5 • • • 50 19G9 1G7 
400 • • • 50 2003 168 
900 6 e e e GO 181 

�����������.300���������������� �����������--------��- ·��·��·
��

--�60�--------�18�9 
4 900 

-
• • 70 181 

� � �m 
4 �����

------7,19�9�2&.����=+������������������--
--�

� ----
-- -- -- --�370--

--�
2=0�50�1 7�1 

o. Jul 
299 6 GO 2232 178 
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DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 

CONTINUED 

Amplifiers 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Musical Fidelity X-A 1 479 Idiosyncratic v1suals jUst another plus for an amp that 1s powerful, well bUIIl and serves the mus1c superbly 6 so 181 
Musical Fidelity A2 500 Lucid, transparent m1dband and a full upper bass are prov1ded by this h1ghTy proficient A 1 replacement 5 • 25 1862 162 
Musical Fidelity A220 700 Powerful, author�ative and well turned-out amplifier that is easy to match With comparably pnced speakers 5 • 50 20t2 \68 
Musical Fidelity X-A 1 OOR 999 Sings like a thoroughbred, but better with Mozart than Motorhead 6 • 75 \89 
Myryad M1120 600 Well styled, well bUilt: a good, even tempered amplifier, though 1t can sound rather brittle 6 • • 60 2153 175 
NAD 310 1 00 Fleet and sure of fool rt seems likely to set all appendages tapping with its blend of enthusiasm and artfulness 20 1468 149 
NAD020 200 Excellent budget amp from the makers of the semmal 3020 offers better clarity and neutrality and good build 6 • • 40 186 
NAD 314 260 Lively if coloured presentation that is muSiCally engaging and easy on the ear 

-
6-• • 53 t807 157 

NAD 5300 1,900 Substantial integrated with loads of power and no shortage of finesse, slightly bass strong 5 • 100 t89 
Nairn Nait 3 575 Distinctive and highly musical sound1ng integra\ed amp. Perhaps too distinctive for some tastes 5 30 1748 154 
Nairn Nait 3R 780 Remote control variant of the basic Na1t has a Similarly dynamic credible sound but ult1mately lacks power. • 30 189 
Pioneer A-300R 200 Its bright and breezy sound is a natural tonic to those of us worn down by the ongoing stress of life • • • so 1469 149 
Pioneer A-407R 230 Clean, consistent, finely detailed sound, good finish and (mainly) good build • • • 45 t86 
Pioneer A-400X 300 On second audition, this amp was tonally unchanged but less compelling than on its first outing • • • so 1545 138 
Pioneer A-300R Precision 400 Sophisticated variant of the A-300R. Not an obvious wmner, but will slowly plys you with its subtle charms • • • 35 1863 162 
Pioneer MJ7 999 Curious blend of high-end attributes and inconsistent, though undeniably detailed sound 5 • • 80 2160 175 
Praecisa Acustica Sonoro 1,800 it is not often that transistor amplifiers are made to sound so palpably valve-l1ke 5 • 100 189 
Primare A-20 Mk 11 799 Everything except packaging has changed in mkll version: but ballsier model has lost none of its refinement • 70 18\ 
Primare A30.1 1.499 Superb build and aesthetics, and undemonstrably musical down to its smallest screw • 100 189 
Pro-ject Model 7 300 A minimalist amplifier brimming with good intent but too quirky for its OWIIl good. Either MM or MC phono 5 • 40 1264 142 
Quad 77 Integrated 700 Compact and sophistJcated amp. Has lim�ed inputs when used witl1 'foreign' components. (Optional system remote) 3 84 2013 \68 
Rega Elex 398 Minimalist amplifier, derived from Elicit, is a little uninspiring. though at least it is well behaved 4 • so 1865 162 
Restek Fantasy 11 1499 Muscular, but ultimately rather strident amplifier which needs careful system matching 6 • 100 189 
Roksan Caspian 695 Well-built, open and articulate amplifier, which is also cons1stent from system to system, and well built 6 • 70 2014 168 
Rose Scion 615 Unique two-box integrated gives real subtlety and low level resolution, but the sound lacks scale and weight • • 65 2009 168 
Rotel RA-931 ISO Rather dry and unforgiving sound from this internally well specified and attractively priced amplifier 4 • • 35 2048 171 
Rotel RA-971 200 Budget buy par excellence, especially for large rooms and insensitive speakers 6 • 70 186 
Sony TA-F448BE 250 Minimalist interface is matched to carefully considered circuit with satisfactory effect - but keep the volume in check 5 • • 55 2055 171 
Sony TA-F3000ES 500 Champagne 'shoebox amp' may lack power reserves, but is quick and articulate. In every sense a knockout 5 • • • • 35 2239 178 
T+A PA-1220R \445 Unique presentation and feature set, but sometimes rather relentless sound quality • • 100 189 
TAG Mclaren 60i 800 Clean, slightly antiseptic sound lrorn this beautifully turned out entry level Audiolab 8000LX replacement 6 • 60 189 
TAG McLaren 60iRv 999 Looks, feels and sounds better than the Audiolab � supersedes. Smooth, open, refined but lacks body and drive 6 • • 60 184 
Talk Electronics Storm 1 500 Good soundstaging and strong detail are provided by this unassuming and not especially powerful model 6 50 1868 162 
Talk Electronics Storm 2 650 Crisp, clean, well defined sound, arguably lacking warmth. but a good midrange purchase overall 6 • 50 2154 175 
Teac A-BX7R 700 Characterful balance mars a meticulously designed amplifier. Includes a balanced input optional MM/MC stage • so 1869 162 
Technics SU-A660 Mk 3 200 Plenty of wellie for the price, but the sound can be a tad coarse and lacking in fine detail • • 37 186 
Technics SU-A700 Mk 3 250 Fully equipped, high-tech amplifier ultimately tails the authenticity test, and can sound messy and inarticula1e • • 45 1870 162 
Technics SU-A800D Mk 2 300 Two-box amplifier looks great. has plenty of gadgets, and makes good, if slightly over-exuberant music • • • 55 2234 178 
Technics SU-A900D Mk 2 400 Looks like a prejpower amplifier, but in effect ifs an integrated, with a rather soft-<:entred sound to match • • • 70 2149 175 
Token Audio KSO 350 Stainless steel finish, others available. Sound is warm and attractive, though a little undynamlc so 186 
Woodside ISA230 Disc 1,249 Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier, though it lacks the sparkle and euphony required for ultimate success • 30 116 
Yamaha AX-492 220 Powerful, well equipped amplifier at an attractive price, offers powerful and engaging music-making • • • 85 2231 178 
Yamaha AX-592 280 Fine, middle ranking amplifier, with a detailed midband but performance declines at frequency extremes • • • • 100 2056 171 

Amp Flux System 2 3,000 Three-box affair with a clean, spacious sound and plenty of slam. A touch steely, but undeniably potent 5 • • so 187 
Alchemist Kraken APD7A Mkll 549 Unusual looks and unusual sound too, rather rough and lacking detail 6 187 
Arcam Alpha 9( 400 Well specified and flexible p reamp with sound only just lacking in g reatness 6 • • 187 

Audio Note M Zero 299 Neat shoe box size prearnp. Able to impart music with rea\ lite and soul when partnered with P Zero power amps 191 
Copland GA-301Mkll 1,399 Sweet sounding. but never gets bogged down in audio treacre- 4 • 1630 151 
Creek P43R 350 Excellent sound, remote control operation and upgrade options from this fine value prearnp 6 • • 187 
Crimson CS61 o 450 Good, clear sound, includmg a decent phono stil&e; but flexibility is lim ited 3 • • 187 
Cynus aCA7 798 A decent enough unit at the price but not as good as the Cyrus aPA7 power amp it was tested with-- • • 190 
Crimson 61 OC 875 Not entirely satisfactory preamp which has dynamic strengths, but underachieves when the volume is raised 4 • 181 
Densen Beat B-200 1,000 A versatile preamp with a high 'air-guita( factor and Densen's characteristic styling 6 • • 191 
EAR 802MC 2,599 Tested with 509 Mk 2 power amp. (See Power Amplifier section.) 4 • • 63 

OPERA DUETTO 
"So luxurious that it sets new standards for speakers in the sub-£500 bracket" - Hi Fi News 
Opera Duetto is an unusual loudspeaker. We use one inch thick solid hardwood for the cabinet, to give 

high mass, great rigidity and complete freedom from resonance. As well as being acoustically inert, real 
wood is a beautiful, natural material, and Duetto is a tribute to our cabinet makers' art, refined and 

supremely elegant. 
Beneath the elegant exterior, advanced acoustic research and top quality components combine to give a 
sound rich in detail, space and warmth. What do the reviewers say? Hi Fi World gave top-star rating with 
the words: "A genuinely transparent and musical sound". Hi Fi News called the Duetto: "So luxurious that 
it set new standards for speakers in the sub-£500 bracket". And What Hi-Fi? called it simply: "A class act". 
If you are looking for quality and refinement from affordable loudspeakers, Duetto will enthral you. And 

at just £395 for the pair, so wi 11 the price. 

For more details and a list of stockists please contact: 

UKD 
23 Richings Way, lver, Bucks SLO 9DA, England 

Tel: 07000-853443 Tel: 01753-652669 Fax: 01753-654531 
Or visit our website: www.ukd.co.uk 

" 

H 
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DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 

KEY TO SPECIFICATIONS 

e SYMMEIRICAL: A tv.isted pair of 

rnoouctOIS. 1-------------------.. eCDAXIAL:Acentral'hot'condOOocaoo a 

C 
abies are an integral part of a hf.fi sy;tem, required to connect source 

compofl€flts to amplifiers, and the latter to speaker; 
shield that carries the negative signal. 

• Nlalogue Interconnects connect source components and amplifiers, and run 
• STRANDBl: Mu�ple strands 'hilh no 
intervening insulation. 

iJetvl.l:en pre and 1J01Nff amps. They are priced for one-metre terminated pairs. 
• souo CXlRE: Single"' multiple iooilidual� 

e Digital interconnects connect CD lr<lnsports to DACs or digital recorder; insulated strnnds 
They come in optical and electrical varieties, the former oong made of plastic • COPPER: Material used for rnnduaor. 
or glass The prices � are for a terminated linear metre. e SilliER: Material used foc rnMuctoc. 

eiiiG CABI.f TYP£: o- optical digital; 

E- eledrical digital locO)� DACS aoo 

digitalremnlas. 

e rACJSIIAO( 11EFB1ENa: The Fadsback 

Re!ererx:e m.mber permits direct aa:es to oor 

fuxed raiew reprint """"e For lull 0\fo, see the 

Fadsback ad on the pen� mate page of the mag 

ISSUE- The 05ue of Hifi Choice U1 

v.tlidl an ooiginal Jelliew appeared. 

[!i] tiP Eood lnlew 
• Speaker cables are used iJetvl.l:en the amplifier and speaker. Our prices are 

per unterminated metre Termination (plugs and soldering) cos1s vary. RECOMMENDED 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Tel: 0787 348 5676 (2.00-7.00 pm) 
Fax: 0787 347 9368 

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES 

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec,€--lectrocompaniet, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake, 

.. . the RIGHT cables 

... in YOUR system 

. . . for YOUR ears 

MIT, Siltech, Symo, Transparent, Van den Hul, WBT and others . 

Contact us by phone, tax, or letter and we'll do 

our best to help you achieve your goal . 

(Auditions may be subject to a handling charge) ... in YOUR home 

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1 M 9HB (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.) 



DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 

CONTINUED 

Cables 
SPECIFICATIONS 

� QED Qnect 4S 70 Some coloration and roughness in the midrange and treble, but bass is gratify_i!l_glycs:.:o.:::lid=---------=•=-----=•=--------'•=--------- 1=8-"--18 
Reference CS 1 75 A moderate performer, with a little coloration and a tendency to lose bass at climaxes e e e 188 
Silvertone Ex-Static 35 Pleasantly unfatiguing and competitively priced cable that lacks detail and insight e e e 160 

<l Soniclink Silver Pink 35 Dynam1call sensitive and muddle-free. We're unsure about the flesh-coloured finish thou h . .  e e e 160 
� Soniclink Black 49 Nickel-plated copper with a slight dryness in the bass and a hint of treble roll-off =do:.:.n:..:.'t..::co::.:. m"'p"- ro:.:.m:..::i::.: se:.. :i:..::nt"' eg"'ra=tic::. on"---' •=---- -'•=----•=------=21'-'72=--....:..:17..::6 -l 

..:S:..:.o:. .::nic.: cl:c.in"'k -=L::.:ila-'- c-____ 65 Some dryness can affect transient sounds, though tone is generally "go:.: o :.::dcc, e:::sr.:pec= ial2ly-'in=thc::.e..:.ba=s=- s ____ _____c•=------'•=----•.::_ _____
_ 

__:_:18:.:8-l 
� Strai ht Wire Chorus 40 A ve confident cable with good bass, lhou h perhaps a shade of treble loss e e e 2173 176 
� Strai ht Wire Sonata 80 Tonal balance favours lower frequencies but despite this it's a very listenable cable e e e 188 
<l Supra EFF-ISL 80 Excellent sound in all areas - nothing to criticise ---------=•=------=•=------•=----------=.:18-'-8-1 � Tara Labs Prism 22 64 Mild tendency to plumminess offsets some hardness in complex music with mixed results e e e 188 

-=v=an:...d::.:e::.:nc..:.H.:.: u:...l T:.:.h.:.:e..::S.:.:to.:..:rm::...... _ _____c2:::5c. __:...P:..::ric= e-'-fo:.:...: r 0.8m. Rich and warm but bass is rolled off: however there's plenty of drive and top end is clean e e e 1701 131 
� van den Hul Source HB 50 Price for O.Bm. Hybrid carbon-fibre/copper cable that is a paragon of naturalness e e e 160 
<l van den Hul PB5 50 A highly neutral cable with fine dynamic and rhythmic erformance too- excellent e e e 188 
<l van den Hul Dl02 Mklll 70 A cable with everything; good bass, trebl""e,""im,_.a=in..,_...an.: .:d._.n-:: at ... u:..:ra-:..:ln._.es:::s ___ -c------c�----------'•=-----=•=------=-21 :..:.73=----"17-"--16 
� van den Hul The First 210 Using 12,000 carbon fibres, a gentle and subtle sounding cable that conveys oodles of information e e 1702 131 
� van den Hul The Second 240 Wonderfully open and relaxin but also intimately detailed, sli htly softens percussive dynamics e e e e 1702 131 

XLO Type 150 50 A restrained but useful cable for taming lively CD players, dynamics lack freedom, treble lacks clarity e e e 1703 131 
� XLO Type 0.1 180 Unusual but highly expressive and detailed with a hint of graininess on powerful vocals e e 1703 131 

DIGITAL INTERCONNECTS 
Audioquest Digital Pro 100 A silver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its c..,le _ar., ..-c...,ut_ t _ra_ ns_._ p,...ar_e _ncy_._ _____ _ 

Chord Codac 36 A connection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration 
� Chord Prodac 50 Price for 0.6m length. Lively detailed treble, drives music along confidently with no hint of fizz 

DPA Opti-link 20 
<l DPA Digi-link 28 
� lxos 105 25 
� Kimber Kable 0 ti-link 50 

Moth Leyline Datalink 140 A thin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving character. Too expensive 
<l QED Digiflex 20 A top performance, low-loss 75 Ohm coax with a very open, almost liquid quality 

-=5-- ilt:..:. ec:..h_H_F__:-6 ______ 1 _45'----'-So_ u_n _ds_ d_ e_ta_ ile'-'d_,_, very clea� extended, but bass is less well resolved - a treat for high-end systems 
� Soniclink Green 60 
<l van den Hul The First 125 

LOUDSPEAKER CABLES 

• • 108 
• • • 108 
e e e E 1706 131 

0 108 
• • • 108 
• • • 1707 131 

• • • •  
• • • •  

• • • 
• • • •  
• • 

0 108 
108 
108 

1709 131 
1709 131 
1710 131 

ALR Jordan QMM Generally neutral, if sometimes bass-shy, but not very communicative e e e 183 
Audio Note AN-D 4.50 Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that are twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather grippy and forward e e 109 

� Audio Note AN·B 16.50 Well suited to valve stems, elastic bass, methodical but unintrusive and musical e e 1711 133 
� Audio Note AN-L 29.50 Fruity bass and expressive vocal rendition was appreciated by the panel, which wc.a= s--h:.:.aPuP :..cY..:.to--=ac:.:. ce::cp..:.t :.::its:....f.:.:oi=bl-=es:.._•-=------=•'---•-=-----'l'-'71..::2 _ __:13::..: 31 � Audio Note AN-SP 150 A calm and civilised presentation, very quiet in the way it reveals subtle low level detail. Great �e and clarity. _ _:e:.._ ___ _____c•=-----=•:.._'--------1:..:0=--9 1 � Audio uest F-14 2.2 �r la�g under carpets. F- 14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound e e 109 

.:_A:::u:::di::: oq� u::: est:::.,:,TY!.!P:::e....:4 ____ .::.5 Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-type fashion increases capacitance but restrains 'bite' e e e 109 
Audioquest Type 6 A very inflexible cable in which the sonic ends don't quite justify the means e e e 183 
Audioquest Crystal 25 Neutral balance is spoiled by some grain..:.in'-'es"'s'-'a"-n-" d-'-sm--'e.:.:a:.:. ri"'ng,__ ______________ __:e:.._ __ __:e:.._ __ •=---------1= 6-=- 8 1 � Bandridge LC7409 Detailed and up-beat cable. A bit too steely for classical strings e e 1800 157 

� (able Talk Talk 3.1 2.25 Quite well-balanced but tends to lose bass lines in complex music e e e 168 
..:ca::.b::.:le::.:T::.:a::: lk'-'T:.::a:::lk....:4:.:..1 ___ __.c4=.25 Smooth and cultured sound that lacks fine detail and is a bit too restrained e e 1800 157 
DNM LSC350 6.95 e e e 168 

<l DNM LSCB500 12 e e 1716 133 
� DPA Black Sixteen 100 • e e e 1717 133 
<l GaleXL189 stem e e e 168 
<l GaleXL315 e e 1800 157 � Gale XL160·2 2.50 e e 1800 157 
� Goertz M2 ·..,.----- ""32=---c..:=--�=cL.-==:::. e e • 168 

Heybrook Heywire 3.5 e e 109 
� Hitachi LC-OFC e e e 109 
� Kimber 4TC 19.6 • e e 168 
� Kimber 4c:;VS::.______ 9 e e e 183 

Linn K20 e e e 183 
Nairn NACA 5 5.5 e e 109 
Nordost Octava e e e 168 
Ortofon SPK I 00 e e 133 

� Ortofon SPK200 4.99 e e e 183 4 Ortofon SPK300 8 e e 133 

-':P-'rec=i:.:.o:::us:..:M:..:. e=ta:.::ls:..:S::Lccl0:: 2c.__ 
_

_ .:.:IOc. __..:Uc:. n :.:us::: ua=l..:co=n:.:.st:::ru:.::ct:::: ion gives rather strained sound, only,_r..:e.:cal"-ly..:ch"-'e=e:..:.rin-"' g'-'u"'p-'w"'it:..:h..::;si::cm:rcp.:.:le-'-m"'u= sic:: ca:::.l.::te:::: xt:.:.urc::e:..s -------'•=----
....:•=----•=--- ----___.::18�3-l 

Puresonic 7845 1.95 Big, weighty sound- but too messy and bloated for its own good e e e 183 
...,P_u_re_so _n...,ic _7_89_ 1 _____ 2.85 Chunky cable design; shame about the sound quality e e e 1800 157 
--'Q"-- E_D_Qc:cu..:.d.:..os'------ 2.25 Despite high-tech design and excellent Air-Loc plugs, its music-making failed to gel e e 1800 157 
...:Qoc:E:.:.D _ P.:..ro"-fi-=le_ 4.c.x4 :.._ ____ .:c9 _-=G-=oo=d midrange and treble balance, but bass is rather slack and detail no-,t -ou-:- tst-:-a"" n--;d'""in_g 

_
_

___
_

____
_ .::_ __ _::c. 

___
_ _::::--___.cl6:.:8--l 

QED Qudos Silver 5 Basic fi ure-8 cable adds value with silver Iatin , to enerall smooth and detailed effect • e e 183 
Silver Sounds 12  gauge IS  Basic 'homemade' construdion gives fairly neutral sound. Price not outstandingly competitive e e e 168 

..:S..::;onc:ic::L:::cin::::k. ::S3:.:00--_ ____ _....::18:..:._.:..::- Happiest with simple music; tends to smudge detail in complex pieces e e e 168 � Soniclink ASTSO 1.95 tt ma look like bell-wire, but AST50 sounds detailed, ordered and balanced e e 1800 157 � Soniclink ASTISO 3.95 Slightly plummy bass and a useful way of holding musical strands together e e 1800 157 
Jul 
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DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 

CONTINUED 

Cables 
SPECIFICATIONS 

8 
6.95 

Tara Labs Klara 2.95 
van den Gold Water 

van den Hul The Clearwater 

van den Hul The Magnum 38 
van den Hul The Wind 40 
van den Hul Revolution 76 
XLO Pro Type 625 4 
XLO Pro 600 16.60 

• • • 183 

• • • 183 

A ood bud et cable with an even spread of virtues - and ve minor vices - across the board • • • 183 
Bass becomes shy when there's a lot happening, and detail could be clearer • • • 183 
Despite its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly murky-sounding cable • • • 109 
Touted as vdH's most prestigious twin-lead cable, Magnum sounds soft and old fashioned • • • 109 

'The Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush midran e and bone-crunchin bass! • • • 109 
Silver-plated OFC combined with carbon fibre prompts a sombre character with an easy and relaxed treble • • • 1726 133 
Lively but natural and relaxed-sounding - a hint of congestion at frequency extremes • • • 1726 133 
Basically neutral tonality but can become aggressive and two-dimensional • • • 168 

Cartridges 
KEY TO SPECIFICATIONS 

e MM: M<Mng-magnet cartridge v.ith a rlOfffill 
outpu1, suitable for aD amplifier phom inputs. ·c-·

�·· -fall-.----
h

·...,-- ·
M
•
M
•
(
-·. --•)•""""""---.. eMC: M<Mng-<oolcartridgev.itha lo.voutpul, a, "'S= llto 1Wl groups: "' ' ootpLt rncMrl& rrngnet """""' 

on� su!able for higiHensitivity MC amplifier 
(jlJlii'Jie of mr1<ing dirfflly into ma;t rt<ro [lpuls; and gtrealty mcxe 

phom inputs. 
ecpEl'lSMe k;w- and �MC (rro.ing coQ mode!s. MC cartrdges e REJ>tAaAIII.E STYUJS: Most MM L&.Jaiy � beter mechanical ntegity, �tolerances and gM: beter cartridges have a stylus (needle) that can be 
perfomm:e_ Many amplffiers are no looger equipped Wth � necesxlfY rt<ro rern<Ned and replaced ...nen"""" out 
input frr a cartridge, and a separate rt<ro stage� lleClSilJY Phonoinp.Jt- • OUJPIIT (mY): Cartridge oulput in m�IMllts. 
equjlped vaM> af11l5 need a tr.lnsformer to mpe Wth MC cartndges e MASS (1): The mass of \<lUf dlosen car11idge 
•EverJ basic� MM cartridge �wll berlaitfran a CJ.Somised 
amplifier� klad GroJ�\Wf dealer fcr furtffi delais on th� tq:JK:. 

affeds the choice of partnefing tonearm. Consuk 
dealers or manufacturec; to establdl v.flidl arm; 
and pickups """' wel together. 
e rAC1SIIA(]( RUBifNCE: The Factsback 
Reference number permits direr:! access to our 
taxed review reprint service. Foo full info, see the 
Factsback ad on the peru�mate page of the mag. 
eiSSUE NUMBER: The issue of H�Fi am in 
v.flidl an O<iginal review appeared. 
l!iJfii&IIEIIIIIINow 

Cartridges 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Audio Technica AT-95E 20 • • 2 .8 48 
Clearaudio Si nature 1,495 • 0.55 11.5 2142 175 
Denon Dl110 70 • 1.0 6 48 
Denon DL160 90 Although listeners just preferred the 110, its brother here survived lab tests and is still 'thoroughly competenf • 0.1 6 43 
Denon DL103 100 • 0.1 6 103 
Denon DL304 200 • 103 
Dynavector Karat 1 7D2 mk2 450 • 0.15 5.3 158 

navector Te-Kaitora 1,698 • 0.25 8.5 2142 175 
D navector XX-1 L 998 • 0.25 12 84 
Dynavector XX-I 998 • 2.0 12 84 
Goldrin Elan 19 • • 5.0 7 '67 

Goldrin 1012GX 79 • • 6.5 85 

Goldring 1 022GX 99 As with 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient �uri!)' im�roved • • 6.5 85 

Goldring Eroica LX 110 Not the most subtle cartridge in the world: can sound ed8)' at times, but livell and informative • 0.5 8 84 

Goldring 1042 120 Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022. Quite lively, though • • 6.5 6 91 
Goldring Elite 220 The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound is not the cleanest • 0.5 103 

Goldring Excel VX 525 Good bass drive but dull and imprecise higher up. An old-fashioned sound that falls short of the true high end • 0.45 2143 175 
Grado Prestige Gold 149 Rich sounding with an unusualll refined to�nd for a moving magnet-�e cartridge • • 4 6 158 
Grado Reference 995 Loads of tracking headroom but treble is limited. A prospect for mid-oriented valve amp users • 1.7 6.5 2143 175 

Linn K9 125 Linn imeroved this model b� beefing u� the Basik's bodywork and adding a sueer Sl)tlus • • 4.5 Col 
London Decca Maroon 259 Now manufactured under the London brand name, this Decca cartridge is as iconoclastic as ever 5.0 6 67 
London Decca S Gold 399 Immediate and detailed, but coloured and nonlinear, with a questionable effect on records 5.0 6 84 
Lyra L�dian 649 0.3 7 158 

Lyra Clavis Da (aQo 995 • 0.1 7 143 
Lyra Parnassus D.c.t 1,895 • 0.22 10.5 2144 175 
Ortofon 510 P 38 • • 3.0 5 85 

Ortofon 520LP 65 � - • 3.0 5 67 

Ortofon MC3 Turbo 130 • 3.3 103 

Ortofon MC15 Su er 11 130 • 0.35 103 
Ortofon MQ5E 180 An excellent upgrade for a mid-price turntable • 0.5 11 139 
Ortofon MQ5FL 250 A bit too stark and honest, but faithful to whafs on the LP • 0.5 11 139 
Ortofon MC30 Supreme 525 • 0.5 10.7 158 
Ortofon Rohmann 1,000 • 0.25 8 .5 2144 175 

Ortofon MC300011 1,100 • 0.12 10 84 
Ortofon MCSOOO 1,500 Limited tracking ability, bright and forward sound, but good stereo • 0.12 10 91 
Rega Bias 39 Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow body, but the Bias offers a gentle, refined sound • • 5 67 
Rega El� 85 Clearly su�erior to the Bias, the El� is more detailed, accurate and convincing • • 5.0 67 

Roksan Corus Black 130 Reco nisabl related to the Corus Blue, but smoother and more civilised • • 6.5 91 
van den Hul MM-I 250 If woody mid range could be tamed, imaging and security would pull it through • • 5.5 6 103 
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DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 

Cartridges 
SPECIFICATIONS 
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_ 0_u_ts_ta_nd.,-in-:'g'c'st-'e'- re'-' o imaging and neutral balance are appealing, but rhythmically the DDT-11 is a bit lazy 

� 750 A neutral, balanced performer, gives fine depth and focus and a firm, extended bass 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

0.35 7.6 
0.4 

158 
60 
60 
72 

4 van den Hul MC-One 900 This extends all the positive qualities of the 10, but adds greater authority and scale- worth all the extra money 0.4 
4 van den Hul MC-Two 1,200 MC-Two rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing portrayal 0.4 
4 van den Hul Frog 1,500 Seems to controljsuppress surface noise better than its rivals. This delicate and subtle performer has great charm 0.65 2145 175 
4 van den Hul G' hopper IIIGLA 2,800 Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available. it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse 0.4 122 

158 4 Wilson benesch Matrix 786 Extraordinarily well balanced cartridge: neutral and detailed yet lively and rhythmically assertive 0.58 
4 Wilson benesch Carbon 1,573 Carbon fibre body contributes to a delightfully clean and open midrange, and a quick, lively and coherent sound 0.45 2145 175 

Cassette Decks 
KEY TO SPECIFICATIONS 

• fiiCTS8ACI( REfBIEN(E; 
The Fact<;back Reference number 
pemlils direct access to our taxed 
review reprint seM:e. Fcr full 
info, see the Factsback advert on 
the penultimate page of the mag 
ISSUE NUMBER: The <rue of 

�\ EDITOR'S 
� CHOICE 

Cassette Decks 
SPECIFICATIONS 

4 Aiwa AD-F450 
4 Aiwa AD-WX727 
4 Denon DRM-550 

Denon DRW-580 
4 Denon DRS-640 
4 Denon DRM-6505 

Den on DRM-7 40 
Denon DRS-81 0 
Harman/Kardon TD420 
HarmanjKardon TD450 

4 NCTD-R472 
4 JVC TD-V662BK 

JVC TD-W718 
4 Kenwood KX-W6080 

Marantz SD455 
NAD 613 
NAD 616 

4 Onkyo K-61 1 
4 Pioneer CT-55505 

Pioneer CT-W806DR 
4 Pioneer CT-58305 
4 Sony TC-KE6005 

Teac V01050 
4 Technics RS-AZ6 
4 Technics RS-AZ7 
4 Yamaha KX-490 
4 Yamaha KX-5805E 

120 Basic but well-designed deck. Astonishing value; only the poor metering gives the game away • • 
170 High-dass twin for those who want bells, whistles - and music • • 
160 There are some technical limrtations, but this remains a fine-sounding deck, and excellent value • • 
200 Twin deck: OK for casual use, but will quickly pall with more quality critical applications • • 
200 Draw-loading deck, wrth simple facilities and smooth, well-adjusted sound 
230 An improvement on predecessors, it offers a wide-ranging, sound. Dolby 5 is not the best feature 

• • 
• • •  

270 Breathed-on DRM-710, with good external treatment, offers good, if somewhat detached sanies 
310 Draw-loading deck, carefully designed yet lacking in subtlety on audition 

• 
• 

250 Minor inconsistencies detract from a well-conceived, minimum features design e 
350 Draw loader with poor tape navigation features; good midband but shallow bass e 
200 Excellent aut(}-reverse deck which doesn't suffer the usual disadvantages and is very sharply priced e 
270 Assured, dean and agile-sounding recorder, if not quite the most refined in its class e 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 1513 136 
• 1377 146 
• 158 

• • • 171 
• • 1591 140 

• 
• • 1920 164 

• 1514 136 
127 

• 1592 140 
• • 1920 164 

• • 158 
• • 1380 146 

300 Twin deck. Good for creative live recording, but no timer standby. Respectable performance e e e e e 2039 171 
200 
170 
230 
300 
460 
250 
300 
500 
300 

Modestly decent-sounding twin deck, with some transport instability and ragged bass e e e e e 2040 171 
Works well as a single deck, especially on replay, but dubbing at high/low speed compromises-=so::.:u::: n.::_d_ e_:::_ __

_ 
e_:::_ _

_ 
___:e::_____::•::__ __

___ 
__:1c: 84-'-l 

Rough and ready, but enjoyable sound, though marred by mechanical motor noise e e e 158 
Twin deck with basic features. No Dolby setting memory, transport is too unstable for audiophile use e e e 2041 171 
Cute drawer-loading mini-size component with 3-heads and dual capstan transport e e e e 1384 146 
Great features, good with cheap low bias tapes, but slightly synthetic sound quality e e e e e 1920 164 
Had it not been for the iffy transport quality, this sophisticated twin would have been Recommended e e e e e 2042 171 
High-class mechanism, if lacking in battleship externals, and superb sound e e e e e 1385 146 
Mild setting-up problems notwithstanding, this UK-tweaked design has a smooth, open sound e e e e e e 158 

180 One of the cheapest 3-head machines around, but it shows in very 'thick' sound e e • 184 
200 For those who can't afford the R':;-AV; clarity over the widest bandwidth thanks to AZ thin-film head e e 
270 Thin-film head gives a solid, almost CD-Iike bass and midrange. A clear advance in state-of-the-art e e 

• • 1920 164 
• • 158 
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DIRECTORY OF T E S T E D  PRODUCTS 

A
ll CD players offer a basic selection of facil�es, and some can keep 
you entertained for hours as you programme in disc names and trad< 

ocders. All but the exce>sively inexpensive feature remote control. Most CD 
players can be upgraded by adding an outboard DAC (see below). To do 
this the player needs a digital output of either eledrical or opticol type. The 
focmer is preferable for the ultimate sound. A CD player can be spl� into 
lVIIl basic components: the disc drive or transport, and a dE"Jice V>!lich 
COOJel15 the disCs digital bitstream into an analogue audio �gnal This is 
called a digital to analogue co�Mrtor, Of DAC Although most players are 
contained within a �ngle box, expensive players are usually tw:rbox affairs. 
The first new DVD players have not excelled with CD scftware. 

�\ EDITOR'S 
� CHOICE 

KEY TO SPECIFICATIONS 

multi-tray sy;tern !Of contnuous play of 
multiple discs. 
e DAC TYP£: BS- Phmps Bitstream; MB­
multibit; Hyb- trybrid of multi� and 
bitstream tedlnologies; I bit- �ngle �types 
eg MASH, bitstream, PWM, elc; CC­
constlnt calibration. 
• rAClSIIA(J( IIEfBIEN<I: The Factsback 
Reference number penmits direct access to 
our taxed rE"..itw reprint service. For full 
infonmation, see the Factsbad< advert on 
the penultimate page of the magazine. 
eiSSUE NUMBER: The issue of H�Fi OJOice 
in V>!lich an ori�nal rE"Jitw appeared. 
Factsbad< information page. 

CD/DVD Players 
SPECIFICATIONS 

4 Acurus ACDll 
Acoustic Precision Eikos 
Alchemist Kraken 

4 Alchemist Nexus APD32A 
AMC CD8A 

4 AMC CD9/DAC8 
Anthem CDI 

4 Arcam Alpha 7 
4 Arcam Alpha MCD 
4 Arcam Alpha 8 
4 ArCilm Alpha 8SE 
4 Arcam Alpha 9 

Audio Analogue Paganini 
Audio Research CD 1 
Audio Note CD I 
AV1 52000MQ 

4 AV1 S2000MC Reference 
4 (ambridge Audio CD4 
4 (ambridge Audio CD4SE 
4 cambridge Audio CD6 
4 Copland CDA-266 

Copland CDA-288 
4 Cymbal CDP12 
4 Cyrus dAD 1.5 
4 Cyrus dAD3 
4 Cyrus dAD3Q 
4 Denon DCD-435 
4 Denon DCD-635 

Denon DCD-625 
4 Denon DCD-835 

Denon DCD-1550AR 
4 Denon DCD-1015 
4 Denon DC0-3000 

Exposure CD player 
hanmanjkardon HD710  

4 hanmanjkardon HD7 40 
4 hanmanjkardon Fl8300 
4 Helios Model2 

Helios Model 3 
4 JVC XL -V1848K 
4 JVC XL -V2848K 

JVCXL-Z574 
4 JVC XL-Z674BK 
4 Kenwood DP-3080 

Kenwood DPF-3010 
4 Kenwood DP-4090 

Kenwood DP-5090 
4 Kenwood DP-7090 

Linn Mimik 
Marantz CD-48 

� Marantz CD-67 Mk 11 
Marantz CD-670SE Mkll 

� Marantz CD-63 Mkll Kl Sig 
4 Marantz C0-17 
4 Marantz CD-17KI Sig 
4 Meracus Tanto 
4 Meridian 506 

Micromega Premium 1 8  

899 First-rate i f  costly player, which combines a delightlul transparency with a n  uncontrived naturalness e 
1,850 Seriously customised P ioneer with extraordinary resolution and world beating imaging and bass e 
1,249 Distinctive looking player likely to suit a Alchemist system, but will result in variable results elsewhere 
597 Refined trelble. constrained yet capable bass and attractive all-round presentation e 
150 Has balanced output, but is otherwise rather grey and unremarkable 
200 Beer-budget two-box system (player+ DAC) is smooth, attractive and easy on the ear e 

• 

• • • • 

11bit 1962 166 
I bit 165 H 

24/96 190 H 
Hyb 169 
BS 2071 172 
cc 2261 179 

1,595 Unusual combination of high-end player, complete with HDCD, and changer. Good, but noisy e e e MB 2219 178 
330 Mildly rehashed favourite comes up smelling of roses e BS 1872 179 
450 Excellent bass and natural midband, but just a touch of treble dryness, from this very listena:-; bl7 e - ch-;-a-n-:-g e-r -:;;:e-:-----

-
-------:;;:.

-
7:M':- 8-:2:C: 2� 20:---:1�78:--I 

520 Refined, intricately deta�ed but a little cautious. Should be broadly compabble with a variety of amps e 85 1873 163 
600 Excellent (and very reascnably priced) HDCD-compatible player is a strong all-rounder e e 1 bit 176 
800 Refined, articulate player which employs new DAC technology to great effect --:•

:--
---------------:,R";in"C g __ _:I:=-88=--J 

750 Basically good, but sometimes heavy handed player. e 24bit 191 
3,290 Suspends disbelief with a real yet obviously coloured sound. A rare proposition among CD players e e e e BS 1875 163 
600 Easy on the ear, and for a valve player, easy on the pocket, but a bit Radio 2 flavoured e Hyb 188 
899 A chip off the old block. This model's in-yer-face balance obstructs an otherwise finely detailed sound e MB 2179 176 
1,399 Lean, dry, high resolution player, bui� to outlast most of us. A fine performer in a sympathetic system e M8 169 
150 Basic appearance and sluggish track access/track search belies its up and at 'em scund quality e e Hyb 1268 147 
200 Among the best encountered at the price, considerably more refined and convincing than the CD4 e BS 1877 163 
250 A sharp, articulate player, a real thoroughbred in fad, perhaps:..ct
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:-:-=--"15:=:9-I 1,199 Simple yet elegant design is unexpectedly sophisticated under the skin, and effective in executi on e M8 2183 176 

2,199 A gentle giant of a player that errs in favour of pastel shades rather than bold daubs of colour e e MB 1880 163 
1,299 Oean, detailed and airy HDCD-equipped player with minimalist trappings e e Hyb 2184 176 
395 Improved dAD I variant has improved digital filter for a more natural, easy on the ear quality -----'.--------------''-----H-'-yc:_b....:.:.::.c.___:l.:...91=-t 
598 A relaxed style of delivery that convinces with guile and subtlety rather than orchestral ordnance 8S 1887 163 
898 Lucid, transparent and uncontrived sound quality, superb build, and readily upgradeable e MB 1887 1 69 
130 Good low cost player, and a step up from the DCD-425, its predecessor 
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180 Modest presentation gives little clue to the thoroughbred electronics ticking away inside e MB 2075 172 
200 DCD-615 replacement is generously equipped but lacks sophisticated sound of i. :::.tsccfo::. r"'eb:.:e= ar ___ __:_::_ __ -c-____ �=----'----Mc:c::. B-1:.::2=69:_1:..:4'--17 
280 Refined version of Denon's multibit technology is a bit of a star • M8 1 84 
350 Disappointing bland and ploddy sound from an immaculately constructed, high tech player e e MB 2266 179 
350 Excellent, mid-range player-fast, fluid and lean • M8 1599 141 

1,000 Sings with the temperament of a huge orchestra under the baton of a timid conductor'-------'----'------------:-M-:': 8,---18.:..8:...1_163'-'-I 
1,049 Slightly weak sounding, but otherwise well optimised, if costly player e MB 188 
200 A player of integrity, but Ciln sound a bit hard and rough when extended, and is amplifier fussy 

_
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bi.:_t ___ 15'=-' 9-1 

300 Powerful bul subtle and involving player: welcome back Harman/Kardon! ---:•:----:•:-------:•:----::--C::D::-5 --:-::::-:--,1':.9-:-11 
300 Generally capable changer with relaxed sound and firm bass. Just a hint of roughness on occasion e e e e M8 2220 178 
950 This player may not be to everyone's taste, but it is an individual, wi.,_th:_:s:--o:.::m:::. e .::in:.::te.:..: rest=in"'g_,th.::- in:-<go:os .:..:to:_:sa::. y.___-::•::__ ___ :.___ ______ __:__

---:
l;:':b;:.-it __:2:.:,18:.:0'--'1-:--7 6

C
..
I 650 Disappointing entry level model from Helios lacks verve and transparency. OS 188 

120 Excellent budget player, well presented, a little opaque, but its heart is in the right place e 1 bit 2072 172 
140 Featuring a new set of bitstream innards, this flexible player has a refined sound • 1 bit 1270 147 
250 Strong resolving power, good midband and dynamics, but slightly raw a :::n.:::d:_:t:.::hi:.:.n ______ • I bit 159 
300 Even-handed, but glosses over the most intimate moments • • 1 bit 1637 151 
170 Bold, dynamic and outgoing sound, though somewha:.:.t -"ag,g'-'re:::: ss'-'iv"-e.--'P.::.oo.:_r--=b--'u-'ild=-q:o.:u=al'-' ity,_a'--n-'d_ fi_ni.:...sh ______ -::• ------•------,1-:-
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180 Grey, somewhat mechanical sounding player e Hyb 191 
250 Focuses a clear, wide aperture lens on the music- and has CD Text too! e • • • I bit 2076 172 
300 Disappointing senior brother to the excellent DP-4090, but surface interface is g>::o :=-od=-------
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-1 400 A lively and compelling performer with an even-handed and coherent disposition e e MB 1885 163 

875 Useful multi-room features matched to strong bass, but poor imagery and transparency ----=.,-----------------,H-:-y:-b-:1=76=2----:l-::c 55:-l 
200 Somewhat inconsistent, middle ranking player which hints at better things -
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:-l 250 The digital equivalent of a safe pair of hands. Smooooth .....:..c•=-----=•=-..,----- •-=---•::----=B-=-S--=22:.: 6cc8_.::.17-"9_ 1 

300 Lacks dynamic consistency to justify the stunning performance with simple material e e • • BS 184 
400 it's the quintessential sound of Marantz - warm, open, and smooth almost to a fault ----•::----•'----'--'-----•-:-------::H'::yb-::=--:-:16:-':9--l 
800 Fabulous packaging and an excellent all round perfonmer: smooth, detailed and consistent -•=-----.,--'--------,--=-c----::::B::,S-.:.17'-' 63=--.:.:15:.::5--I 
1, 100 Minor QC problems aside, this is a superbly turned-out machine, but ultimately a little bland e e e 8S 2181 176 
1,395 Believable tonal colours and textures, refinement takes preference over dynamics= ..,---=b:.::u.:..t i"'fs :_:n.:..: o7 t .::.ch=ea-" p'---•::-----=c--:----------

.
,:;D_;_S.....,....,.,---.,:16

,:
,9-I 

1,100 Revised 506 includes MSR remote and a new D/A chip, which makes it livelier and more detailed -•-::------•-=---- I bit 2182 176 
650 Upgradeable player, now with Sony mech, sounds comparatively thin and lifeless e e 20bit 191 
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DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 

CONTINUED 

CD/DVD Players 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Musical Fidelity E60 
4 Musical Fidelity E624 
4 Musical Fidelity A2 

Musical Fidelity X-RAY 
Myryad T-10 

4 Myryad MCIOO 
Myryad MCD500 
NAD 522 

995 Costly and well-engineered, but ultimate� rather heavy-handed and dull, if refined player e MB 1963 166 
300 This entry-level player lacks proper stereo localisation and clarity e e BS 1959 166 
500 Similar to X-RAY, but both better sounding and cheaper e e MB 188 
500 Warm (too warm), attractive and open player, a great improvement on (related) E60 e e BS 169 
799 Brilliantly packaged and clean but slightly antiseptic sounding player e e MB 184 
400 Rather ordinary player fails to shine with good music recordings e OS 184 
700 A little extra get-up-and-go wouldn't go amiss, but its sheer maturity and composure ensure listenability e BS 1889 163 
1,300 W�l-built. attractive player, shov.ing much promise, but can be a little heavy-going. on audition e 1 bit 2185 176 
170 Crude, mechanical sounding player fails to tickle the music buds 1 bit 2262 179 

4 NAD 524 250 Clean, clear and essentially musical player in the NAD mould e MB 191 
E NAD S500 1,100 24-bit player with considerable transparency and bass grunt e MB 189 
4 Nairn Audio CD3.5 1,000 Forward and explicit sound needs careful system matching Hyb 188 
4 Nairn Audio C02 2,000 Provides bags of detail with a solid stereo focus but not all the romanticism we know to be possible MB 1890 163 
4\ Nairn NACDSII/XPS 5,625 Brings you the Nairn sound, but for once doesn't have to rely on Nairn ancillaries to get the results MB 188 
4 Onkyo DX-7210 260 Well-bred CD player features an unusual digital filter, is smooth and cultured without appearing boring • BS 1273 147 

Onkyo DX-7510 400 Strongly flavoured, assertive sound e BS 1640 151 
4 Orelle CD-100EA 649 Excellent imagery, timing and transparency, and readily upgraded or reconfigured e MB 1964 166 

Parasound (/DP-1 000 499 Comes on like a high end player, but ultimately sounds a tad weak and soft-centred e Hybrid 184 
4 _P� hi� lip� s�C�D� -7�2�1 ________ �1�30��Su���r� is� in£ gly�we� ll��� ort�M�, a�rt� ic�ul� at� e�if�sl� igh�t� ly�g� lo= s��an� d�a� ttr� a=����ly�p� res�en� te= d�so�u� n� d�.C=alp=tiv� e�si£ gn� a� l l� �= d --------------------�--� ----�lb7 it _____ l� 5�9 

Philips CD75l 150 Inconsistent and occasionally opaque and scrawny sounding cheapie e e I bit 172 
Pioneer PD-S507 200 Low cost Legato Link implementation sounds gentle but slightly muddled e e OS 191 

4 Pioneer PD-S707 300 ldio�ncratic Legato Link dominated sound, but always subtle and interesting e e • MB 184 
Pioneer PD-F906 350 Interesting appearance and concept, but this change(s sound is lacklustre and ergonomics frustrating e e e I bit 2223 178 

4 Pioneer PDS-06 550 Technologically sophisticated. Pionee(s first multi-bit player for years is polished and capable • • M8 2176 176 
4 Pioneer PD-S505 Precision 460 Assured, fluid-sounding player, with great spatial coherence e I bit 1965 166 

Primare D20 
4 Quad 77 

799 Well presented player doesn't quite cut the mustard, though it performs promisingly • BS 188 
900 A true thoroughbred combining a penetrating insight into detail with poise rarely found at the price Hyb 1893 163 

Revox Exception E426 2,250 Very stylish with a light. agile sound that extends superbly and has fine timing e e 8S 182 11 

4 Roksan DP3P 1.495 Dramatic and compelling. Classical listeners should be ready to 'air conduct' when auditioning e BS 1896 163 
4 -':R� oksa=-:n:-:Gl=:=sp:...ia:..n ____ ____ ....:8� 9'- 5 -:':So::... l:.:.id'-', a'-rt-'ic'-ul'-' at2 e • .,..a_nd'-f-'-u .,..nd:.Ca_m....: e -:nt"=al=ly-:w-"e _ll-e'- nC'g'-in'-ee7-re::...d_,p'-la,_ye-'cr'-, b-'u-'-t _w ..cith_ s:.:.o_m.c.e .:_su'-b-'-tl'-e ....:lo_w_-le'- v'-el _ li_m_ita'-ti'-on-=s - -:•:------------..,- --------------H:-' yb'::-____ 1:-:

6..,-19 
Rotel RCD-951 300 Disappointing chopped down RCD-971 - buy the original e MB 191 

4 �R'-ot '-ei�R�CD� ·'- 97_ 1� -------'3'-50�70_dd_ d
�

is�c_h.,..an_d _lin� g _lo�g�ic,'-b�
ut
�
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ile�d _a _nd-:r'-cl_in'-ed�so�un_ d_ m-:a7
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4 :._:R;::ot:::elc..:.R:.:C::; D-:;-9:::70:.:B=:: X=-----=3:.:-75::-c;;A-=c= om.::cb::.:in:;.:a:.::tio:::n.:...o::.: f..::so::.:li:.:: d.;:.b.:::ui::.:ld,_, u=;: s=ef:.:: ul:..;f::.: ac:::: ili.::cties=c:;a::;nd=-a:::, n:...:a:.::tt.:::en;.::ti= on,_-, gr.:;:ab:..:;bc:.in:"-g-"so:; u:::: n:.::d.:..:m .:::a:::ke:...:t:.::hi::;-s =-a .:..:w:;;in.::. ne::. r __ __:•� -----:::---------�:o- ---::------:-B:;-5 -=18..::97:.......,1': 6::-13 
4 -O:Sh;:.: e::..: rw:..::o� o.:;-d .:;CD:::, ·=-'-40:::3.:::0R"-----:1�80'::-.::'Ea::. sy'-o:..n:...:t� he:..:e:;:. ar"-, :..smc. .:o7 ot= h-=;· so.:..:u;:.:n.::: di"' ng,_,p� la"-ye=,r,'-'w'-' itc:.hc;:lim;:.:i= ts-=-se=;. t�by'-;t;'-he.:.,se;-li7 gh.:.::tl'-y .:..:so-'ft'c.;c� om::"p"'rC:::ess;-:e;.:cd_,q.:cua'-' lity"-:c-- --:� ----•:::- ----'-- --'-'----"'------';B;;- S-::-::-::--

1:'::59:-I 
Sherwood COl 1,100 A very neutral, even handed sounding player with a rather fiat lifeless sound. Beautiful construction e e BS 1899 163 

4 Sony CDP-XE31 0 140 Excellent value and bright as a button, but can sound OT T in some systems e I bit 179 
Sony CDP-XESI 0 180 Souped up CDP-XE500 which tells a rather bland and unengaging story e 1 bit 172 

4 Sony CDP-X8720E 200 Good basic performance and a number of filter settings make this an interesting player for tweaks e e Low bit 184 
4 Sony CDP-XB920 300 Stunning player that serves real musical ends. The switchable filters are merely icing on the cake e e Low bit 191 

Sony CDP-XA20E5 450 High tech. with a long list of gadgets, oddly configurM player that u�imately sounds less than compelling e e 1 bit 2177 176 
4 Sony CDP-X3000E5 500 Shoebox format player, looks to die for, switchable digital filters to tweak the already excellent sound e • BS 169 

T+A CDI210R 1,185 Intriguing player with rather pushy basic sound, but has switchable digital filters. OS 188 
Talk Electronics Thunder 2 699 Fine player, slightly lacking in dynamics, but readily, if expensively upgradeable in various ways. 1-bit 191 

4 TAG McLaren CD20R 1,249 Dry and unatmospheric, but plenty of presence- recommended with caution 8S 188 
4 Teac CDP-3450SE 200 For once a budget player where gadgets Ulke second place to respectable, budget amp-friendly sonics 1bit 1960 166 

T�c CD-5 350 Bright, breezy and up-beat- but short in the trouser department 8S 1643 151 

4 Technics SL-PS670D 200 Fine, middle ranking player which sounds solid, sometimes even a little stolid e e 1 bit 2264 179 
Technics SL-PS770D 250 High tech and well built technology battleship which smooths the rough edges off the music e e BS 2080 172 

4 Technics SL-MC410 250 I f  you fancy a CD player that holds 111 discs, this one's cheap, pretty capable, and ea� to use e Hyb 2224 178 
Thule Spirit CDIOO 600 Definitely a try before you buy machine, but the bass and mid are excellent e DS 188 
Trichord Genesis 549 Breathed-{)n Pioneer is warm and mellifluous, but ultimately lacks drive and authority e e Hyb 169 
T richord Revelation 799 Well-{)rdered and clean sound that may be a little too refined for some, images well e e 1 bit 1966 166 
-;;
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d'-so'::m:c:e=:-ti....,m-'-es':-a.:..: bc:ra c:.si __ ve"-, .:..bu.:..:t.c:d�et:;:-aie"le..:.d "cp..:.layc.:ec...r ---:;- -----;::--,---c;-c-::-;--;------,- .,--=•�--- ----- ----=--,-- --'• :- ---- .:M:_:::B 2186 176 Wadia W830 3,000 Envelope busting dynamics, power and imaging in a rather unexciting box (digital volume control) e e MB 183 
Wadia 860 7,450 Flagship CD player has unique digital volume control, superb neutrality and awesome bass e e e e e e MB 189 
Yamaha CDX-493 180 Open and lively, but this player is also mes� and lacking resolving power. e e e Hyb 191 
Yamaha CD-X993 400 A bit of a lush, though the sound is singularly free of grain, and equipment levels are strong e e e BS 184 

Audio Note COT Zero 
Linn Karik 

4 PS Audio Lambda 
Roksan Attessa ATT-DP3 
Teac VRDS-Tl 
Theta Dal<l Basic 11 
Thorens TCD2000 

4 Trichord Digital Turntable 
Wadia 8 

Jul 

399 Neat shoe box size transport sounds smooth and fluid in the right �stem. (TestM with DAC Zero.) 
1,850 Based on early Linn transport. the Karik is dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing e 

2,250 With Ultralink Two, sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail 
1.295 Not the most detailed or refined but capable of sounding exciting with the right material e 

2,397 Uses a Philips CDM9 Pro mechanism and works a treat with more lively DACs 
999 Lively presentation not helped by rather loose bass and splashy treble. (Tested with TDA 2000 DAC) e e 

699 Very detailed, precise, controlled yet involving; a first-rank performer e e 

3,195 Budget version of Teac's VRDS mechanism in a fancy case; too expensive for the performance on offer e e e • 

191 
1323 144 
1106 133 

I bit 1867 162 
1325 144 
1494 130 
1867 162 
1867 162 
1495 130 



DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 

SPECIFICATIONS 

KEY TO SPECIFICATIONS 
Dioital Recorders •FOBW:Tweclr=der- sooooilrod@tsdcmg.., 

!;& see lelt for destJl>lions. <=<illl> Types cii'OC are as 
-----��-:"-�'7"""--::-.""":'::-::':;:::�"'1 •IMCTYI'f: Digiti to perDACs(qv). 
D

omestic digital recOfding has been possible since the launch of digital � COO/elter. 85 _ flt1ii:>s • POUAIII.f: Battery 
audo tape (DA1) m the '80> S1nce then OAT has rema1ned expernve and 

llilslrmm; MB -ITlllli>«; H)!>- operable, but oot necessan1y 
largely esoteric, f<M:lured onfy by well-heeled or professional users. O.grtal tr,OOd cl mutilit aOO bitstream; pe!SOilaktereo-<ized. 
Compact Cassette and MiniDisc (MD) were laurdled in the early '90S but onfy 1 tit_ si� bit twes sum as • OPIICAI.IH/OUTPIII5: 
MD has Slayed the course. A little later came domestic CD-Re<:Ofders usmg CD- MASH, bitstream, PWM ell: Digiti sOO<etry for optical cable. 
R discs Vlilile the latest l'Mst is the arrival of re;-e<:Ofdable CDs know as CD-RW • ADC TYPf: The ana� to e BfC IH/OUTPIII5: � 
discs The recording qual� hierarchy is as folloNs: OAT, CD-R(CD-RW, 1;10. d� ClliNertor (NJQ CllfM3ts sOO<etrv for eiedJi:al cable. 
MD is probably the most convenient to use, and offers sophiStlcated editing 
faol�es, Vlil�e CD-R is idell for making digital 'dones' of prere<:Ofded CDs OAT 
is the medium of choice for high-<jual� location re<:Ofding. RECOMMENDED 

• � II&EIIEN(E: 
The Fadsbad Reference nu-nber 
permits direct ilCil5S to OLr fa<ed 
,...., reprint smice. For fui 
info, see the Fadsbad advert on 
the penWnate paged the mag 
eiSSUE ..-a: The is9.re 
cl Hi-Fi Choice 0\ v.fidl an 
ori!jnal ........., appeared. 
!iJIIPEIIIII ....... 

SPECIFICATIONS 



DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 

Headphones KEY TO SPECIFICATIONS 

eTYPE: �pti:qlle: 
D · ctrmmi:; E · � 

--�------�----���--�----------�-�Whreak 

T
here are �I different WiJf5 of making a headplme. The roost pad Jlll!!!'500 lhe...,.""' 
expens.'Je models employ electrostatiG!By-<lriven cf�aJ*lragms v.ithin an e CRllliWJIAl: wrere lhe 

open-backed earrup. Most mid-price �feature 6yrnmic, rncMngml- � tnhles lhe ....-
d!Nen diapllragms in open, semi-op61 or dosed-bad< designs. M open- • OPEN 1WX: Oll8s an 

backed headphone can sound remartlbly transparent, but also perrnils the � sru1d ""le!s il noise. 
• ClOSED Mal: KeEps ell ingress of external noise. CJosed..bad< desi� keep out unwanted sound, but e<temal noise. 

may be les> comfortable to wear and more mloured. The latest development e MASS {V- Ma!o il grams 

is the cordles> headphone using eithff inflared light or, more recently, radio 
WiNf'5. Quality is impi{Mng but has yet to rnatdl the best corded designs. 

• M'BioVKE (Q): Load 
olfered to lhe headphone 
illf4llilier.Many� 
oiler.� higher value 
than looclspeakes, for exa1lJie. 
lxJ 1his roes rd mean !hey v.i 
be�v.lhlhe 
majoriyofamplifiers. 
el-5MM wx AIW'J'OR: 

�v.lhrri"ijrl.ed 
� eg personal siBooi. 

eliiCI5WX II&BIENa: 
The Fadsbad Rei....., nt.rrber 
pem1ils died ace.,.; to rur taxed 
rM.w repri1t seM:e. For ftJ 
ilfo, see lhe Fadsbad adYert on 
lhe penWnate page of lhe 
magazi1e. 
eiSSUE NIMIEII: The issue 
of Hi-fi Choice in I\IUdl an 
!liP rM.w ;weared. 

!iiiiiPr.l ...... 

Headphones 
SPECIFICATIONS 

4 AKG K1000 
AKG K240 DF 

700 One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly into s eaker outputs 
100 Inoffensive 'phones that are very laid back, if lacking in grunt 

D 
D 

• • 
• • 

270 120 
240 600 • 

99 
186 

4 Audio Technica ATH910PRO 80 The closed back 910s are an im rovement on the 909s, with a nice rh hmic D e 280 40 55 
4 .::_A�u� di:=_o_:_Te� c� hn� i�caccA�T�H-�M� 4-::0 __ 1�2�0�1n:::c� re�di�bl� e�d::ce t� aiccl a� n:=.dc.:h� onc.;e�styL.C.Cfro�m=th:::e� se:.ecc:lac:;ss:::ic� al21 y_::d�es� i�n�ed�s� tu�d�io:..'.t:Ph�o� n�e-----------'=D'-------'•'"---'---'•'"---2=5'-"0'---..:6::c 0_-=-__ ___::18'1 6 

Beyer DT31 1 50 Uncharacteristical� tight unrefined sound quality from this otherwise well engineered 'phone D e e 124 40 e 1098 133 
Beyer DT41 1 63 A reasonable but not very thrilling headphone that doesn't really offer enough at the price D e e 120 250 lll 

4 Beyer DT51 1 
4 Beyer DT531 
4 Beyer DT831 

106 
135 
140 
160 

D e e 200 250 2063 172 
D e e 245 250 144 
D e 1/2 295 250 e 186 

Beyer DT100 D e e 350 600 157 
4 Beyer DT91 1 

Denon AH·D550 
Denon AH·D750 
Grado SR-40 
Grado SR-80 

4 Grado SR125 
4 Grado SR-225 
4 Jecklin Float Model 1 
4 Jecklin Float Model 2 

JVC HA-W60 
JVC HA-D910 

4 JVC HA-W200RF 
Koss R/1 00 
Precide Ergo Model 2 

.(l Philips SBC 3396 
Philips SBC HP900 
Sennheiser IS 380 

4 Sennheiser HD 455 
Sennheiser HD 500 
Sennheiser HD 475 
Sennheiser RS 400 

170 D e 

130 Loud and gutsy, meaty bass, good with rock and dance. Can sound thick and clumsy D 
45 Cheap and nasty appearance large� redeemed by cheerful, up-beat sound. Very comfortable D 
100 Open and dynamic with pedantically open mid-band. Crude physical design, rough frequency extremes D 
150 What these 'phones lack in style they make up for ten-fold in musical uali D 
200 Warm, darkly-coloured tonally and ultimately lacking in clarity, but true to the spirit of the music D 
79 While very unusual in appearance, the Roats grve remarkable sound quality and openness D 
99 Helmet shaped, but open sounding and comfortable in the long term, despite lack of ad·ustment D 
49 Remarkable lack of interference and hiss ameliorates adequate sound of this cordless design D 
65 Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colorations D 
75 Distinct lack of hiss from these FM cordless 'phones ensures that detail and depth are easily heard D 

100 Rather cheap looking 'phones that supply good detail but are severely lacking in midrange excitement D 
140 Still has much of the spaciousness of the Roat from which it is derived, but coarse mid/top D 
70 Remarkably airy for closed-back designs. Fine tonal balance, punchy delivery. Amazrn for money D 
90 Sharper, snappier midrange than 3396: initially impressive but blows it on balance and listenability D 
55 As close as you'll get to real hi-li with infra-red phones at this price. Inevitable hiss spoils the illusion D 
55 Inoffensive, if nondescript sound; modular, but can become dislodged from head 
70 A disappointing pair that offer good stereo-imaging, but little else 
80 Elegant, uncluttered sound and very comfortable but lean bass saps satisfaction 
80 FM cordless 'phones that are very wearable, but slightly woolly sounding with interference problems 

D 
D 
D 
D 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

275 250 111 
200 35 • 1801 157 
250 30 • 2063 172 
120 32 • 2064 172 
60 8 • 1801 157 
200 32 186 
200 32 1883 163 
400 200 55 
400 200 63 
165 1/R e 172 
220 32 • 
280 20,000 • 
215 60 • 
380 100 

121 
186 
186 

1892 163 
255 
200 

32 
32 

• 2064 172 
• 2065 172 

192 1/R • 172 
185 60 • 1801 157 
210 32 • 186 
120 60 • 2065 172 
160 N/A e 186 

4 Sennheiser HD 545 125 Fine all-rounder that takes all styles of music in its stride. Ear-clam in headband e e 255 150 e 2066 172 
(j �S� en�n� h�ei �se�r�H�D�5�65�0v�a� tio� n�1�5� 0�W�id� e�b� a�nd� w� id� th�d� es�i� gn�w� hi� ch�i�s�re� fin�e= d�, e� x�pr�es= s7, ive�a� n� d�e��� re� m�e�ly�c� om� f� o�rta=b� le�

�
----------�D�--��·�__,·�----2= 5= 5--� 15�0��·�1= 8�01�� 1 5� 7 

Sennheiser HE 60/HEVlO/UK 998 Very nearly a superb electrostatic, with a pure midband, but top end is sibilant and edgy E e e 260 N/A 1898 163 
Sony MDR-605LP 50 Funky looking headphones that have a very bold, but tiring sound, with coloured bass D e e 145 40 e 186 
Sony MDR-CD770 100 Neutrality and comfort make the Sony easy to live with. Correct-sounding too, yet musically unrewarding D e e e 1801 157 

4 Sony MDR-CD1700 200 Astonishingly detailed, uncoloured and free of the usual artefacts from a sealed back headphone D e e 
Sony MDR:F1 100 Natural, easy-going sound teamed with great looks and comfort. Shame about the lightweight bass D e 
Technics RP-DJ1200 130 Functional design with head-pulping bass and muggy tonal balance. Good job they're sweat-proof 

4 Stax Lambda Nova Basic 449 Refined, articulate, yet with real presence - and a notable bargarn by electrostatic standards 
VM!nco Cyberwave FMH3000 40 The on� cordless 'phone to offer genuine walkabout freedom, but. sounds like a cheap FM tuner 
Vrvanco IRSSOO 50 Consistently musical infra-red design. Doesn't reach for sonic heights so hiss can be forgiven 

D • 
• 

D • 
D • 

• 
• 

• 
• 

1/2 

325 
300 
230 
347 
210 
226 

32 
12 
32 

N/A 
FM 
1/R 

• 1901 163 
• 2066 172 
• 2067 172 

1902 163 
• 172 
• 172 

4 Vivanco SR650 
4 Vivanco SR750 

Vrvanco FM7980 

50 Unusually comfortable 'phone with excellent detail resolution but a ressive D e 
D e 
D e 

• 175 • 1801 157 

Vrvanco FM8180 

60 Cossetting physical design, attractive sound, though suffers overhang and lacks ultimate dynamrcs 
80 A fair amount of whine and crackle detracts from 'phones which are otherwise very listenable 
99 Well thought-{)ut features and a better than average sound are, at times, marred by intrusive hiss D 

• 188 • 1801 157 
• 280 9,000 • 186 

• • 240 9,000 • 186 

' (Si J :!!!,�!!�����u�Z��HEULTIMATE �-·�·· / _) SYSTEM, CHECK OUT THE HELP SECTION 
ON OUR WEB SITE AT www.hifichoice.co.uk 
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DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 

Bi-Fi.Loudspeakers 
KEY TO SPECIFICATIONS 

• SIZE wXhXd (an): V'&lth by 
h<W1t by dej;1h in cernime!res. 

---------------------1 eFLOORSTANDER:Requires 

A
s the last link in the hf-fi main, loudspeakers are at the mercy of incoming 110 stand suP!Xlfl-
�gna� Nevertheless. distortions introduced by loudspeakers (and rooms) e SENSilMTY (111/W): Hem 

tend to be the most obvious. The average loudspe;Jker comprises an enclosure much sound results for a given 
containing two drive units. Inside the box. a �mple electrical circu� (the etearical input- the h� the 
ITQSS(Nff or dMding netw:xk) splits. the incomin& fulf.frequency-range �gnal figu-e the louder the speaker. 

into the right portions for specific drive units. to handle: hig� to the 'tweeter', eiMPBIANa (n): 
kJw; to the V..OOfer'. For any given box size, �gners must balance1f1e Impedance. measured in Ohms, 

'sensitivity' of the louilipeaker (how loud � goes for a gM>n electrical input) 
indK:ates h<JN much resistance 

against bass extension (ha.v la.v � goes). Sui:IMJofers augment bass and are 
�er� (unamplified) or, preferably, actNe (self-i!mplified) 

the speaker presents to an 
amplifier. fls impedance 
deaeiiSes, demands oo an 
amplifier increase. 
e BASS fROM (lb): The 
kMest fre<Jl."'1CY that a speaker 
can '"PfOduce effedively. 
e FRH 5IWE: Speakers v.tlch 
should rd sit dose to W<ils. 
• ODSf 10 WAll; Speake�S 
whidl should sit� 3 and 

RECOMMENDED 

t2on from the rear wall. 
• fiiiCT5IIA(]( RERRENCI: 
The F� Reference number 
permis direct"""" to oor foxed 
r"""'reprintseiVice.ForfuUinfo, 
see the F� advert on the 
penultimate page of this issue. 
eiSSUE NUMIID: The issue 
of H"i OuJice in whidl an 
original """"" appeared. 
[iiJ Hl&b Elllllllftlew 

Hi-Fi Loudspeakers 
S P ECIFICATION S 

� Acoustic Energy Aegis One ISO At a new low price, this has a very natural and transparent midband, erring a little on the dull side 19,36.5,24 87 6 40 e 187 
� Acoustic Energy AE200 250 Metal-cone miniature has a tendency to shout but is still lots of fun, and well built too 18.5,30,25 87 6 40 e 2199 m 
� Acoustic Energy AE109 350 Lots of mass-loaded twin-driver speaker for the money, especially for loud, driving bass 18,90,25 e 88 4 25 e 1904 164 

Acoustic Energy AE120 500 Attractive presentation and good sonic headroom, but a heavy, uneven overall balance 18,98.28 e 89 4 25 e 1904 170 
� Acoustic Energy AE520 1,000 Could be more neutral, but high-class build is reflected in a high-class sound. Very elegant too 21,98,30 e 91 3 25 e 190 

ATC SCM20 1,599 Massively built invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable 24,44,31 83 8 28 e 86 
� Audio Gem Emerald 540 Pretty compact floorstander with lively if lightweight sound 18,94,21 e 87 6 40 e 1905 164 
� Audio Note AN-J/B 799 Light damping and local unevenness add some coloration, but don't spoil the speaker 38,58,25 93 25 e 110 
� Audio Note AN-t/B 1,299 Coherent dynamic and transparent with extended bass and high sensitivity- but ugly! 36,84,28 e 94 20 e 106 

Audio Physic Tempo 1,999 Tall and unusually-styed floorstander has stunning stereo but suspect bass tuning 22,t07.47 e 88 28 e e 1344 143 
� Audiovector Q 799 Elegant two-and-a-half-way has a bi full bandwidth sound, but midband seemed a little under-developed 19,106,27 e 90 4 20 e 190 
� Audiovector M2 1,399 High-class, smooth and slightly laid-back performer has driving bass. Its upgradeable, too' 20,102,30 e 89 4 22 e 180 
� AVI NuNeutron 500 A smooth and subtle though pricey sub-miniature, albeit with the inevitable limitations of the breed 14,27,23 86 4 so e 190 

AVI Positron 899 Th� 'minefloorstander' �capable of great pr�oo and delicacy, but in a rather small scale way =-- -:: 17:': .5":: .7"-4.!::24=-.. =-s -.=--8:' 5'--6=--=-40'-----:•::--'"-----,-21-=-3-=-o ___:l:c 74:.l 
-cB::c&-c:W=CD:-:M:- 2-'S-'- E _____ 4-=00-'--'B':::e.:Cau"'ti-=fucclly'-'sty=le:..::d...:::.:and finished, respedable midband. Lacks definition towards frequency extremes 22,32,25 87 6 40 e 183 

� B&W DM302 ISO Highly competent and neutral all rounder; clever Prism enclosure 19,32,22 88 4 45 e 1778 156 
� B&W DM601 199 Great main driver for the price, entertaining dynamics 20.5,35.5,23 88 6 30 e 1779 156 
� B&W DM602 300 Prefe!S tall stands and space, but offers impressive midband dynamics and musical tension 24,49,31 90 8 30 e 1654 152 
� B&W DM305 350 Ridged paper cone gives lively sound, clever box. but a little uneven 22,87,31 e 89 4 40 e 1908 164 
� B&W DM603 500 Squat floorstander with decent dynamics and well-judged, restrained balance; bass could go deeper 23.5,88.29 • 89 7 45 • 2030 170 
� B&W CDM 1 SE 600 A great looking stand-mount with one of the best midbands around, and a subtle blend of other qualities 22,37.29 88 40 e 2209 177 

B&W CDM7 1,000 A combination of serious welly and physical elegance; but a basic lack of midband smoothness 22,97,29 e 90 4 22 e 2131 174 
B&W Nautilus 805 1,400 A great looking and extremely capable design with excellent timing and real communications skills 24,41.5,34.5 88 8 22 e 191 H 
B&W Nautilus 802 6,000 Outstanding example of the high tech speaker builde�s art, needs real power but gives real sound 39,1ll,S5 • 91 8 34 e 183 H 

� B&W Nautilus 801 8,500 The 801 is a magnificent loudspeaker in nearly every respect, but it is one that likes to pia loud 52,ll1,69 e 91 8 34 e 186 
� cabasse Farella 400 950 Exciting but very upfront-and-in-yer-face sound. High sensitivity, fine build and ood namic drive 26,92,32 e 92 s 28 e 180 
� Castle lsis 250 A great miniature at a competitive price. Sound is lightweight but very coherent, with a fine overall balance 17, 35.5.21 87 8 45 e 2019 170 
� castle Kendal 500 A beautifully finished compact floorstander with a decidedly !onward but communicative sound. 17.76,20 e 86 6 45 e 2204 177 

castle Severn 2 539 Carbon fibre cone gives lovely, subtle midband but treble is a bit dull and bass a bit thumpy 21,84,25 e 87 30 e 2120 174 
castle Avon 730 Lovely box and lovely voices from carbon-fibre composite cone 22,91,28 e 85 8 22 e 1909 164 

� castle Harlech 880 Handsome big-sounding floorstander, great value and dynamic midrange 20,96,33 • 88 8 28 • 1820 160 
� castle Ha.vard 52 1.200 Ably fills the gap between Chester and Winchester; has a rich, laid-back balance 26,104.41 e 90 40 e 1078 132 

Celestion 12i 119 Not without virtue, but the relentless enthusiasm and mid-band colorations can become wearing 19,31.21 88 45 e 2254 179 
_C:Cel':-'est=io _n.c.23 '-i _____ 

.
...:3-= 00-'----:C:;:.o:-'sm -'-e"'tic.::a"'lly'-'fl'Caw'ce"'d"-:, b=ut the bottom end has fine get-up-and-go, and works well with dance tracks 24,86,27 e 89 6 30 e 2200 177 

� Celestion A 1 899 Rich, warm and laid·bac� but a true quality sound; lovely build 
--

24.41,35 88 6 25 • 1910 164 
� Celestion A2 1500 Full scale, big sound from ultra-elegant floorstander. Smooth and slightly laid back presentation 24,93,39 e 89 6 22 e 180 

Cenwin-Vega VSlO 350 Not very refined but extremely ballsy; these rock boxes have no shortage of gung-ho 33,70,29 e 95 6 37 e 1758 155 
Chario Syntar lOO 249 Pretty with a pleasantly easygoing balance, but not the most communicative or exciting sound around 18,32,27 87 6 45 e 2020 170 

� Chario Hiper I 000 300 Classy looking stand mount has a sweet, easygoing sound with fine midband voicing 18,35,28 87 4 45 e 187 
Chario Constellati on Lynx 550 Beautiful near-miniature is let down by a midband too laid back for its own good. 20,36,26 87 3 40 e 190 

� Chario Academie 1650 Pricey Italian stand mount, has high class sound and appearance. Solid walnut enclosures 25,40,31 84 8 40 e 180 
li Chario Academy Millennium 2 2,100 Price includes stands. A showy speaker that lives up to its own hype 22,53,35 90 4 ss • 190 H 

� Dali 606 400 A bi bruiser at a tempting price. Sounds refined and elite, but also acks some unch 22,97,32 • 91 4 25 • 2121 174 
Dali Royal Menuet Mkll 400 Oassy sub-miniature �h a beautifiul box and fine ingredients, but a little lacking in subtlety and excitement 16,26,18 87 50 e 190 
Dynaudio Audience 5 400 Follows the Dynaudio tradition for fine midband transparency, but the overall timbre is a bit thin 20,31,26 85 4 40 e 2205 177 

� Dynaudio Audience 40 400 Oassy engineering content creates a winning combination of neutrality, dynamic range and involvement 17,28,25 87 4 40 190 
� Dynaudio Audience so 577 This stand-mount doesn't look big, but sound quality can match many models at twice the price 20,33,25 86 4 30 • 2122 174 
� Dynaudio Contour 1.8 Mkll 1,842 Wonderful voice-band delicacy and loads of deep bass from a very elegant and compact box 21,95,29 e 85 4 20 e 1986 167 

Eltax Liberty 3+ 150 Bright, bassy, laid back and attradively evenhanded, but dynamically challenged. Big box for your dash 20.5,38,34 86 4 25 e 187 
Elac CL 310i Jet 800 it's pricey, and you can buy better performance for the money. Small speaker, good sound 12.3,20.8,28.2 86 4 42 e 191 
8tax Linear Response 249 A curiously dumpy shape, but smooth, laid-back performer is easy on the ea!S, with fine tonal accuracy 25,35,32 85 4 40 e 2201 177 

-'E:'-pos.:..:....:ES�l2'--______ _ 4.::. 99=------:
c
H-'ig'--h-"q"'ua"-lity"--'lux'--u:c..ry• stand-mount has great midband and stereo imagin,_g --:-:----,-,-----.,-------2-"0.3"-8-' ,2_5 ___ 8'-5 _.;..8_4.;..S_e-,--___ l'- 82-'3--'16-'-0 I � Epos ES 14 675 Substantial stand-mount delive!S delightful mid range focus and delicacy with good bass control 23.49,29 87 8 25 e 98 

Epos ES25 1,655 Handsome floorstander �h a rather uneven and bass heavy balance 24,90,35 e 88 6 22 e 1346 t43 
Faraday Siren 445 High mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination 25,27.46 90 4 48 e 94 
Gale 2i 140 Unspectacular sound and appearance fail to help this solid little miniature stand out from the crowd 22.40.27 88 40 e 2021 170 
Genexxa Pro 160 Terrific treble and upper-mid but coloured and cuppy lower-mid and bass. A mixture of genius and grot. 14,27,t4 86 90 e 2255 179 
GLL lmagio IC130 500 Lots of speaker for the money, but sound is decidedly dull and shut in 22,112,29 e 88 4 20 e 1824 160 

� Heybrook Prima 2 159 Great openness, speed and timing. Sounds fresh and vital, though sometimes lacks scale and weight 20,29,18 87 6 50 e 2256 179 
� Heybrook Heylette B 200 Attractive traditional-style near-miniature with classy main driver now has fine overall balance to match 19.5,30,22 88 4 45 • 187 
� Heybrook Heylios 389 Great all-round performance in a pretty package at a sharp price 24,36,27 87 25 e 1912 164 



DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 
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Hi-Fi Loudspeakers 
Heybrook Heylo 439 Good vocal reproduction, but sounds thin and bass seems an afterthought 
Heybrook Ultima 649 Has the bass wallop to justify its dual hi-fijhome cinema roles, but doesn't exc�e 
Heybrook Octet 1800 Good-looking but pricey floorstander �h novel drivers and a fine ceramic -enclosure mid band 
Infinity Delta 60 700 Striking and massive floorstander, lots of speaker for the price, but seems a victim of its own complex� 
lnfin� Referen ce 1 i ISO Although not to our tastes, this is a competent speaker, and decent material value 
Jamo BXIOOA

�----
3:-:s--=

-
o

--:Ofl:-::-er
:-'
ing a cracking output for their size, these rock boxes can be a b� bright but have decent bass 

Jamo Classi c 8 400 A lot of speaker for the money; good when playing quietly, but boom'n'tiu character sounded crude 
Jamo Cornet 195 350 Loads of bass, should have plenty of yoof-appeal - it looks the business, and is priced attractively 
Jamo 477A 500 Very prettily styled, but build and sound qual� are disappointing at the price 
Jamo 507A 700 Imaginative styling keeps the front view super �im yet still it packs a punch. Glass top is a nice touch 

� JBL L.X2 250 Invigorating. if a touch crude, this good-hearted speaker reproduces music with considerable enthusiasm 

4 JBL l20 700 Pricey, heavy and a bit laid back, but this is a fine rock'n'roller which is dynamic and communicative 
JBL SVAI500 700 A distinctive Pro-style bi-radial horn tweeter, with a fun sound, enlivened by a juicy bass thump 

4 JBL L40 1,000 Classic, large, stand-mount three-way is full of vim and vigour, �h a superb sense of balance 

4 JBL 431211 1,000 Crude but startlingly effective dynamics. The original party animal knows just how to rock 'n' roll. 

4 JBL SVA 2100 1,250 Monstrously large and brutish styling. goes very loud as well as deep. Fine focus but some boxiness 
4 JBL L9:,:0:,-_____ _:1
::
,5
�
00 A classic monitor which communicates with gusto and enthusiasm, though it can sound a bit crude 

JBL LX70 550 
JM Lab Spectral 909.1 1,375 

4 JM LabTantal 515 495 

4 JM Lab Meuo Utopia 7,250 

4 Jordan Watts JH400 565 
4 JM' Mini Monitor 60 
4 �

-
Mo��or 80 

4 JM' ML510 130 
JPW ML710 230 
JPW ML910 330 

4 JPW Mll010 400 
JPW Ruby 1 400 

4 JPW Ruby 4 1,000 

4 KEF Coda 7 129 

4 KEF Coda 8 189 

4 KEF Q15 200 
KEF Coda 9 299 
KEF ROM One 499 

SPECIFICATIONS 

23,73,19 • 88 
22,97,29 • 89 
24,97,31 • 90 

16-29,115,41 • 90 
20,34,20 89 
31.5,54,28 91 
22,90,29 • 90 

20.5,91,31 • 90 
19,77,28 • 88 
22,94,37 • 88 
22,40,27 87 
26,42,28 86 
17.5,51,31 86 
30,65,31 88 
36,60,30 94 
37,114,52 • 91 
24,94,35 • 91 

26.5,94,30 • 91 
27,107,35 • 90 
20,94,26 • 92 
35,115.47 • 92 
28,38,21 86 
18,27,17.5 86 
18,27,17.5 86 
20,34,22 88 
20,88,30 • 88 

30 • 
45 • 
25 
25 • 
50 • 
40 • 
28 • 
26 • 
40 • 
40 • 
40 • 
30 • 
40 • 
23 • 
25 

8 <20 • 
6 23 • 

33 • 
20 • 
32 • 
30 • 
50 

8 50 
8 50 

50 • 
40 • 

23,104,30 • 91 4 43 • 
22.5,115,40 • 91 6 25 • 

19,32,21 
22,94,26 
18,30,23 

20,32.5,29 
20.5,31,27 

87 6 55 • 
• 88 8 25 • 

88 6 50 
86 6 28 
90 2.5 30 

20,86,28 • 89 30 • 
23,30,24 88 70 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

1658 152 
2126 174 

180 
183 

1403 148 
1758 155 
1659 152 

183 
1549 138 
2126 174 
2022 170 
1550 138 
2127 174 
1976 167 

190 
180 

1348 143 
183 
180 
183 
186 
106 

1781 156 
1782 156 

169 
2202 177 

183 
2031 170 
1572 139 
2132 174 
1783 156 
1784 156 

187 
1785 156 

• 1913 164 

� Kelly KT2 700 23,89,34 e 94 4 33 e 183 
� Kelly KT3 1,200 25,95,36 e 95 4 28 e 2133 174 
� Keswick Audio Aria 11 379 21,42,24 89 8 20 e 1405 148 

4 Keswick Audio Torino 999 _=.:c::..,:.:=cc:.:..:"-"'==-""c.,==:..::=.=""'-=:.c.::.::.:..:::.c:.-:==:-=.::..:-=:.::...:..::.==:.:..::c...----"18:...:·2:.::6,'-'9"' 3,= 28:........:•:..__.::c 90'---'--'2:.:. 0_e=-----=-
-'1= 97-'-7-1.::.c67-l 

4 Linn Kan 295 19,31,19 86 45 e 187 

4 Linn Keilidh Passive 750 20,83,28 • 87 22 • 1552 138 

4 2,000 20,90,28 • 87 4 25 • 118 
4 1,500 21.5,98,29 . • 91 4 25 • 180 

450 22,115,29 • 89 30 • 183 

4 1,200 29,113,32 • 88 4 20 • 180 

4 130 18,34,26 87 8 40 • 2257 179 
4 Mission 731 PRO 140 17.5,31.5,20 89 8 55 e 169 
� Mission 771 170 17,31,22 86 45 e 187 
4 Mission 750LE 250 17,28,27 86 45 e 2203 m 
4 Mission 733i 330 20.5,88,30 • sa 45 • 2027 170 
4 Mission 77.4 500 18,95,31 • 90 40 • 183 
4 Mission 752 Freedom 578 20,90,25 e 89 45 e 2123 174 
4 Mission 753 Freedom 798 21,90,31 • 89 40 e 1914 164 

Mission 754 Freedom 5 1,298 22,111,31 e 88 4 40 e 1981 167 

4 Monitor Audio Monitor 4 500 rice 20,87,24 e 84 6 23 e 2210 177 
4 Monitor Audio MA700 PMC 600 22,35,26 89 45 e 1661 152 
4 Monitor Audio 702 PMC 700 20,40,25 87 30 • 2128 174 
4 �nitor AucJi£_�I_03 PMC 800 20,89,27 • 88 50 • 1826 160 

Monitor Audio Studio 12 1,000 
Monitor Audio 705PMC 1,400 

100 
300 

4 400 
4 450 
4 1,000 
4 680 
� Nairn Intra 660 
4 Naim Credo ----,.=1,060 

4 "NaimsaL Pa5Sive 1,97o 

4 Neat Critique 2 44 5 
4 Neat Mystique Mk2 575 

17,92,20 • 90 8 28 • 1349 143 
20,94,28 • 89 4 25 • 180 

20.5, 42, 25 88 5 44 • 
20,84,19 • 84 5 50 • 
25,80,23 • 86 8 25 • 
20,41,27 88 38 
25,91,23 • 85 4 28 • 
33,117,30 • 89 
24,89,27 
24,89,30 
27,89,27 
22,32,24 
20,86,18 

• 89 
• 88 
• 88 

86 
• 85 

4 22 • 
30 • 

28 • 
25 
50 
23 • 

• 
• 

187 
1915 164 
1663 152 

183 
2134 174 

190 
1916 164 

180 
1352 143 

183 
2211 177 



DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 

CONTINUED 

Hi-Fi Loudspeakers 
Neiit Petite 11/Gravitas 2,000 

SPECIFICATIONS 

23,105,40 • 85 6 25 • 
Opera Prima 495 19,34,31 90 4 40 e 
Origin Live Conqueror _1.650 -c:----'-:,-------'---,------" 24,94,27 e 88 8 30 e 

4 PMC TB1S:___��-----'430 20,41,30 87 6 40 e 
4 PMC TB1 482 20.40.31 87 8 45 e 
4 PMC LB 1 935 18,53,25 89 4 33 e 

PM CAB1 1,496 26.79,43 89 6 22 e 
4 Polk LS50 800 27,83,29 e 89 8 25 e 

Polk RT16 799 22,105,39 e 91 4 22 e 

Proac Response 2.5 2.700 22,107.25 e 86 8 30 e 
QLN Signature 1,000 _c=-:cc:.:_::.L.!.:..=c=:=..c:cc_:c:_:c�= 27.37.36 e 83 4 25 e 

4 Quad ESL-63 3,450 66,93,27 • 86 8 34 e 
4 Rega Kyte 198 19,31,19 87 50 
4 _ Rega EL8 298 17,72,20 e 86 55 
4 Rega EIA M k  11 498 30,80,20 e 87 40 e 
4 Rega XEL 1,040 20,82,30 e 89 40 e 
4 Rehdeko RK 115a 1.700 34.42,27 95 55 
4 Revolver Colt 139 30,19,22 88 48 e 

Revolver 250 250 21,85.5,25 e 87 22 e 

• 
• 

• 

1988 167 
190 

1989 167 
2207 177 
1830 160 

110 
114 

1155 138 
1831 160 
1084 132 
1457 149 

167 
60 

114 
122 

1578 139 
1083 132 
1982 167 
1407 148 
2023 170 
1983 167 � :

g
��������n Series 1 \:9--------:::-:--:-----c--------:-------:-:----'-:-:-----,----":--:-'--'-c'--c--------:� 20,99,24 • 

8
8

8
1 

4
22

5 
• 

C<.l 20,26,20 • 2024 170 
Roksan ROKone 595 21.45.33 89 30 1834 160 

4 Roksan Ojan 3 Black 795 28.76.46 e 88 20 e 1082 132 
4 Roksan OJ3X Black 995 28.79.46 • 84 20 e 1979 167 
4 Ro d Minstrel 275 18,69,12 86 30 e 1167 135 
4 Ro d Doublet 485 18,93,19 e 90 4 28 e 1835 160 
4 Royd The Sorcerer 595 20,31,18 86 8 35 e 139 

Royd Abbot 695 20,81,30 • 90 8 43 e 118 
4 Ruark Epilogue 269 17,29,23 87 8 47 183 

Ruark Sceptre 599 21,38.31 87 8 40 e 2129 174 
4 Ruark Talisman 11 749 --------"'23"'- ,8"-4"",3"- 2-•=--'8"-8_c:.8-=3-=- 0 -•=------118 
4 Ruark Cnusader 1,599 24,94,31 e 85 22 e 1990 167 
4 Ruark E uinox 1,849 25,88.34 e 88 45 e 1227 140 
4 Ruark Excalibur 7,000 30,125,53 e 90 4 30 e 186 
4 Sequence 400 329 25,100.7 86 8 45 e 1917 164 

Shahinian Arc 1,875 35,69,25 88 24 • 110 
Silverado Raider 695 20.40,25 83 30 e 1918 164 
Snell K.S 22,46,30 87 25 e 190 

4 S endor 2030 18,89,27 • 87 30 • 1836 160 
4 System Audio 1130::----::=-:---------::-:=-;::::.:"-""=-=::.::.::_:e.:::.::.:;:.:;:.:.o_:='7'=-::.::.:_::..:;.:-:.::.:;:'--'-'-;lc::;:-:::;=--.c:.:::.==:-=.:=::-=:..::::.:;::"'-c-;:---=:3,"='100:::' '=:'21':---':•:_:;-:89:__:__-:4'::- 3-'e::---------'183""'-' System Audio 1 1 50 16,105,26 e 90 4 30 e 190 

17.5,27,18 83 8 55 • 169 
4 �����---�=-��������������������������� �19�.5� .7�5.5� ,22�.5�·� �90��6:___4�5-·�:___-�1 ���6_:1� 65� 
4 ������- --"'--�����_::..:::�������������������L-1�7.3�0�,2=-o __ �87��a� s-=-o�• :____• �� 2= 2� 59:_1��� 
4 �����M�2:___ __ �-����������������������-�-�20� .5� .3���8:____�87:_ �8�2 �5 �·�--- -'1� 694 

17,30,22 86 4 30 • 187 
4 �����M�3:_ __ �-������������������������ ��2o�.s� ,8�7,�28 �•� ��:_�7� 2-=- o�•:____� 2�0= 25:_1�m� 

Tannoy Precision P20 21,80,30 • 88 5 25 • 2208 177 
4 �no� 0300. ____ ---=.c=--�==c..::..:.:=sc::.::.:c=-""-'==c:.=::...::...:.::.:=:-:c:..c::=,c.=�=.c_::..::.:_-

16·24,85,23 • 87 6 26 • 167 
Tannoy DSOO 31,93,34 • 9 . .:.1_..:.6-=2=-o--'•=--

--::--
--"'13:::55=--

:-:
14

"-13 
4 Tanno Westminster lW Jar e e 99 8 38 e C93 
4 TDL Nucleus 2 130 20,29,22 88 4 45 • 187 
4 TDL RTL3SE 450 20,91,39 e 89 6 22 e 2124 1 74 
4 TDL (F100 Chiltern 450 20,29,23 85 8 50 e 183 

TDL CF200 Cotswold 650 22.5,78,23 e 86 6 40 e 2212 1Tl 
TDL Hi ne 3 700 20, 97.38 e 86 8 20 e 1921 164 
Technics S8-M20 200 20,32,23 70 8 50 e 1413 148 
Technics SB·MSOO 450 25,78,37 e 85 8 25 e 1666 152 

4 Triangle Zephyr 11 599 22,94,29 e 91 4 25 e 190 
4 Totem M odel One 1,195 17.31,23 87 28 • 122 

Vandersteen 2Ce Elegant staggered baffle contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness 41,101,27 e 88 23 e 86 
4\ Veritas H3 Loads of fun with wonderful dynamic and 1emporal integrityc.:f.:..:ro::.:m.:..h::.:o::.:rnc..·�lo:::ad::e..:.d..:.Lo:::wt=he:.:.r-=d"-riv:..:e.:.::rs ___ .:_30"-,1-" 10"- .4"-7_e_:.__1-= 0_4_4=--=-50'----- •=----1c:.9.:_1 •"� 
� Wilson Benesch Bisho Dee and even bass sets new standards for cleanliness and clan :love! o en midband too 23,161,561 • 89 4 520 • 189 H 

.:.Wh::::;:ac;.rf=:ed:=a =le -=D.:::ia 7m::::o:.::nd:..7:..:2=----:1-'4 0=----'-A"'g":oo::: d:..: · h.:.::e::::art..:: e::;d,c.:l:.:_ive:::; lyc.:a;:.:n.::. d up-front perfE.rmer thafs a little lacking in subtlety and:...:s:::.m� o=ot:.::hn.:.: es:.: s:..__ ___ .:_19::.c.2:.: 9.:::.5cc:,2..:.3 __ ..c8:..:8_..c4_4.:.::5_-=•-------"16:..:9-l 
Wdale Diamond 7.2 Anniversary 200 Lively and exuberant, but a tad untidy with it; can sound a bit cold and hard 19,29.5,24 88 4 40 • 187 
Wharfedale Valdus 400 200�_V:.::e::; rv.:..: lo::: u:=d.:..:w=it :.::h ..:.a .:.:m:::in:::im= u::::m.:.o:::f_.:::a:.:.m:r.pl: :::ifi= ca::: tio:::n..:., ..:.but:::..::th:::e..:.so:::u::.:n..:. d .:::is_,th.:: ic::: k.:: an::.: d:..:u:::.n:.::.ev:.::e:.::n•.:..:Wl:= t:ch ..:.a .:.:he:::: a:.:_vyc.:u:rP:.r.P.::er-=b =as:::s-'--_2:.:5:<:,8 :.:0!::,2 ..:.6 -•=--9:::1_-=-....::.:30 '-----=•'--:-----'-14:..:. 14'--'-148-'1 

4 Wharfedale Valdus 500 300 These rock boxes can move plenty of air, albeit not as subtly as alternat"'ive, s 
_______ __,2,5,_,,10,..,8"',2006.coc5_e:o....-'9'-'1--'-_4:.o:O _e:o....;__----"17 .:e.58 ,___,15=t5 

4 Wharfedale MFM-3 350 Smoo1h broad midband gives fine voice rendition; bass could be better 22,89,28 e 87 40 e 1922 164 
4 ZVP AI 199 Cute metal-cased micro-miniature is quite coloured bu1 greiit fun 14,22,12 88 30 • 110 

SUBWOOFERS 
Acoustic Energy AE1 08S 
B&WASW1000 
B&W A56 
Celestion CS 135 

299 Lots of loud subwoofer for your money, though ultimately more film than music oriented 50.42,43 20 e 2247 179 
499 (Active) Very competently engineered all round, and goes (unnec.::es:::sa:::,r ::2ily "c) .:..:ve::Jryc.:l:::ou::d:..__ ___ ___ _:So" 4'CC:47 cc.4:::: 8

::--=-
----:2::.0---•=---=2.::,24'-:8'---:':'17=-J9 500 (Active) Good material value with a fair amount of low bass from 1-=-00:..:W.:.,.=.des=ig n"-------------45"',5:..:1c.:.4:..:5.=-5 -=•'-------=3-= 0---

-,-
-1-'73:..:6_.:.:: 15-'-4 I 139 Compact hideaway passive sub lacks deep bass for high sensitivity speakers 52,19,34 e 86 45 e 128 
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CONTINUED 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Hi-Fi Loudspeakers 
Jamo SW600 530 
JPWSWGO 349 

KEF Model 308 499 
KEFAV1 2,499 

M&K VX-78 450 
M&KMX70 900 

REl QSO 375 

(Adwe) Has some neat styling touches and remote control, but deep bass is limited 38�53 • 30 1736 154 
A real heavyweigh� sounds dean and transparen� � perhaps a little understated. Usefully flexible 55,47,39 20 i 2249 179 

(Active) Commendably discreet with good sense of timing but limited extension 38.5,37,43 • 45 1736 154 
(Active) Works well, looks great, shakes the windows but costs a lot and is bulky 56,43,50 • 45 128 

(Active) Baby of a big range; this actwe design delwers deep, plenteous bass but lacks transparency 35,25,37 • 40 1736 154 
(ActWe) Justifies cost and belies its diminu!We size, with an agility that makes sense of the toughest material 25.5,46,35 25 • 2250 179 

(Adwe) Genuinely deep, dean bass from an attractively compact and cost effective package 40,41,42 20 • 2251 179 

Stands & Supports 
KEY TO SPECIFICATIONS 

eiEICIIT (anr. HcNV tall is \<llX 9J!lPOfl? 
e TOP PU11t SIZE (an): Dimensions of top 

-------------------1 surfuceonstand orequipment9Jpp0fl HHi supports are more important than you might imagine- they can have 
• Fll1ABlf: Some speaker stands om be mass-

1/ffY unsubtle effects on the sound of your system' There are l'Ml kinds of loaded v&l sand or lea<khot to impr<:Ne soond. 
support trose for equipment and trose (Slands) for loudspeiiketS. Equipment • WEllliD: The better stands and supports are 
supports keep l.ibrations and resonances from afleding electronic components, """"' toge!her ra1her lhan just bolted. 
while speiiker Slands hod endosures stock-51ill and ensure they are at the e __.Of SIIEillfS: The number of tiers 

are made. V\l:xxl geooally means Medium 
Oe,-,;ity Flxeboard (MDF). 
elliCISIIACX IIEHIIlHCE: The Factsbad< 
Reference number pem>ils direct access to our 
taxed revieN rep1nt 56Vice For tun into, see the 
Factsbad< advert on the penultimate page of the 
magazine 
eiSSUE NUMBER: The"""' of Hi-Fi am in 

correct height for your ears Equipment supports may be rigid affairs fabricated 
from steel or more exotic materia�; or they may have a form of suspension. 

on an equipment rad or SLIJl1XX!. v.!lid1 an original revieN appeilred. 

Speaker Slands come in a variety of sizes and styles to suit different models, t-::;r----r:.--------r-:-;-;,;:::�::;""1 
and vary between open-frame and solid-pillar twes- f'W.IiJ.r; check with speiiker 

e SHElf TYPE: The material from v.!li<h shelves !!!I HIP 111111.....,. 

and electronics manufacturers to see which supports they recommend. RECOMMENDED 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 

Tone arms 
KEY TO SPECIFICATIONS 

e EfRClM MASS: This relates to Glrtridge 
---------------------1 compl�r<e. Gener<Dyhigh mass arms are suitable 

for low CDmpl�nce <artridges irld vice vasa. 

arm �om bearing to <artridge moonling 
e ADIUSI'AIIU HEIGHT: Important for 
acrurateGlrtridgese!-<JP. 

L
ess� turntables are usually supplied v.1th a matching toneanm 
(and often a 'starter' cartridge, too). H<mever, har<kore <ill'yi fans should 

invest in a more �separate nnotoc unit v.1th specialist tone-anm -the 
only� to make the most of <ill'yi LPs. � is esse!ltial to achieve oper.lliorkll 
syrJergy between such components, so th� � one area of h�fi Vlllere the skills 

of a knaMedgeable dealer are invaluable. The quality of a toneanm's 
construction and design affect sound quality �gnificantly. There are three basic 

anm designs listed in the key, and each has strengths, but pi.toted designs are 
the most popular, being usual ly the most practical and affordable. 

e MIIAI.IB. TRACIONG: M arm v.!idl allcN.s 
lhe Glrtridge to track lhe disc in a linear fashion. 

• PMmD: Arms v.llidl allow lhe Glrtridge to 

desaibe an ill( as !hey tra1me lhe rroJI"d. 
e UNJ..PIIIOT: PMJted arms with a bearing that 

alkw; � 011'MJ planes. 
e EfRClM LENG1H (CM): length of lhe 

e rACTSIIACX IIIHJIENa: The Fadsbad< 
Reference number permits direa access to our 
taxed r&ie.v reprint sePiice. For tun into, see lhe 
Fadsbad< ad on lhe penufuate page of th� W. 

eiSSUE NUMBER: The ru of Hifi OW in 
v.llidl an original r&ie.v appeared 

[ffiEIIdllnlow 

RECOMMENDED 

Tone arms 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Kuzma Stogi Rei 1,250 Large, solid and well-made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness High • • 79 
Linn Ekos 1,500 Superb, state-of-the-art design which builds significantly on predecesso(s strengths Medium • 229 • 67 
Moth/RB250 109 The ul timate budget arm? Refined, sweet, detai led and natural Low • 237 60 
Rega R8300 174 Despite its modest price it sets exceptional standards and could be used on many high-end turntables Low • 237 60 

Roksan Tabriz Basic 350 Targeted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arm in many cases - a touch bright though Low • 240 • 91 
SME Series IV 983 Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low coloration Low • 233 • 60 

SME Series V 1,461 Excellent in al l respects, this arm arguably sets the standards for pivoted arms, regardless of price Low • 233 • 60 

Tuners 
KEY TO SPECIFICATIONS 

e WAVEBANDS: FM-(VHF), 
M-MW,l-LW. 

---------------------t ePIIESEIS:Number ofstation 
1V has stolen radio's status as the foremost broadcast entertainment medium, 
but v.1th its Radio Four plays and Radio Three music, the BBC still makes a 
potent case for audiophile reception equipment For how mudh longer, under 
the cost-aJilSCious Birtist regime, remains to be seen. Another new 

imponderable �the arrival of digital radio broadcasting, though reception 
apparatus � currently no�ent outside of the iiKi!r market These days 
tuners play second fiddle to h� sources like CD, but in many� they are a 
greater engineering challenge than digital equipmen' and thus higher price­
tag; deany equate to superior petiormance. High-quality, roof-mounted 
antennae are essential for audiophile listening, so factor them into your budget 

frequencies that <an be stored. 
e RDS: (Radio Data Sy;lem) 
was originaDy designed for in-<ar 
applications. RDS turm <an 
identify and di;play lhe name of 
lhe r<ldio station being received, 
traffic new; and olher 
information about broadc:as!i 

Tuners 
JIMCT7 130 Performance adequate but price is sharp, especially with remote control. Some hum 

Arcam Alpha 7 230 Indifferent RF perfonmance but a touch of audiophile sound quality with clean, strong signals 

Arcam Delta 280 300 Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF performance only average. Remote £60 extra 

Denon TU-425RD 200 A fine al l-rounder with advanced RDS, good RF performance and decent sound. Remote extra 

Denon TU-1500RD 250 A well-balanced and clean sound with good bass and treble extension 

Magnum Dynalab FT1 1 499 All-analogue tuner: receives weak or tightly packed stations but loses out on noise and sonic neutrality 

HarmanjKardon TU950 200 Bulky but effective, delivering fine RF performance and good sound for the price 

Linn Kremlin 2,600 Controversially good sound at a very high price 

Magnum Dynalab FTI01 825 Although fairty expenWe given its minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound pro;ided ample compensation 

Marantz ST-48 120 A classic budget model which manages a performance only just behind much more expensive models. 

Miaomega Tuner 750 Has digital output but even without the Micromega DAC, this provides exceptional sound quality. Looks good too 

Mission Cyrus FM7 400 Open, generous soundstaging gives the music plenty of foundation, if a touch shut-in at the top 

Musical Fidelity E50 300 Sounds involving if coloured and with a subjectively larger-than-life presentation 

Myryad T-10  530 A very smart unit which works we l l  and offers good rhythmic drive and vitality, a lbeit at a price 

NaimNATOI 1,730 There may be better sounding tuners in the world, but we have yet to hear one 

Pioneer F-504RDS 250 Cable-friendly with advanced RDS and excel lent RF per formance; slightly disappointing sound 

e RfMOIE aJNlliOl: lnfla­
red contrd handset supplied. 
e SIGNAL SlllfNC1H 
MEIBI: Indicate; strength of 
signal m �1- useful for 
al�ing )OOf '1\>ig' during 
instalation, 
e ROTARY 11JNING KNOB: 
I'J<perience has shctM1 that this 
�thflll'>backis 
ergonomically far superior to lhe 

RECOMMENDED 

button-based approad1. 
.liiCTSIIAO( RERII£NCE: 
The Fadsbad< Referer>:e nurrber 
permits dial aaJ'SS to our taxed 
r&ie.v reprint """=e FodtJI into, 
see lhe FOC!lbad< advert on lhe 

peruiirrlifepageof�ffile. 
eiSSUE NUMBER: The ru 
ofHi-fiOWinv.!idlan 
original review appeared. 

lffi iiPEIIdllnlow 
�1 EDITOR'S 

�CHOICE 

S PECIFICAT I ONS 
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DIRECTORY OF TESTED PRODUCTS 

CONTINUED 

Tuners 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Pioneer F-504RDS Precision 300 
Roksan Caspian 595 
Rotel RT-935AX 160 
Sony ST-SA3ES 250 
Sony STS-B920S 180 
Technics ST-GT350L 130 
Thorens TRT2000 499 

Lots of features, plus a sound thars low on noise and high on communication, adds up to a good value package FM,M 40 • • • 184 
Neat facia with great ergonomics, but sound is not really any better than models at half the price FM 50 • • • 184 
Good ergonomics and sound quality at a realistic price, but limited features and RF selectivity FM,M 20 1950 166 
Clean, lean presentation but needs a quality aerial to perform at its best FM,M,L 30 • • • 1810 157 
A little hiss and image compression don't detract from the clean performance of this feature-packed tuner FM,M.L 30 • • • 184 
Decent RF performance is offset by sound quality more typical of a mini/midi system FM,M,L 30 • • 1254 142 
Not exactly neutral sounding. but nonetheless makes listening fun FM,M 59 • • • • 1810 157 

Turntables 
KEY TO SPECIFICATIONS 

• MANUAl; You do an the ..m. 
e AUTO: The rewrd player does all the ..00. 

--------------------t • SEMI-AIITO:You put the needle on the 

Specialist turntables are at the heart of high-fidelity sound. GD players may turntable lifts 1 off it the end of the reoord. 
offer ultJa.low noise and a llat frequerxy response. but they can't match the e SPEEDS: In RPM to corre;pond Vlith long-

dynamics and superlative rhythmical timing taken for granted by serious playing records or severv'J2�nd1 singles. 

turntable users. Less expensive turntables are usual� suppl� v.ith a matching • 5U5PENDBl SUIIOIASSIS: Sprung 

toneanm (and often a 'starter cartridge. too). Still better quality is found at susper6ion to minim6es1rudu!al interlerence. 

higher prices among the separate motor unils and toneanms Because • EX1BINAI. P5U: OJtboard JXl'M" S<WIY; 
turntables are mechanical devices. designed to retJieve miaorKmall generally indiG!tiJe of h�-qually performanre 

modulations engraved into vinyl, engineering quality is of paramount 
• SUPPUED wmt ARM: Marri turntables do 

not come Vlilh a toneann fitted, but rr thi; categ<ll)' 
6 droed, the ded 6 already thus equipped. 
e SUPPUED wmt CARIIIIDGE: ff a turntable 
comes complee with ann and cartridge. 
e � RERRENa: The FiK!sba<k 
Reference oomber permils dire<! access to our 
!axed revie.v replint service. For full into, see the 
FiK!sba<k ad on the peooftimate page ol th6 6sue 
eiSSUE NUMIIBI: The ru of Hi-Fi Choice in 
which an original revie.v appeared. 

[lil llalo llool ...... 
importance. This is also the reason Wlro{ turntables cost as mum as they do, 
and require the finest equipment support sy.;tems. RECOMMENDED 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Turntables 
s. S&sp Q: ��&PJ>. � '&.fl 

4&>-o 
�4f,.,&r.sp��Os· S&e�"'-ft �;:: �e,.C:s&� if+J 

o s. Ps& " Ct.pj. 4-o · "s . . 

Clearaudio Reference 3,990 
DNM Rota 2 5,600 
Dual 505-4 UK 250 
Kuzma Stabi/PS 1,950 
Linn LP12 Basik 1,100 
linn LP12 Lingo 1,750 
Michell Gyrodec 875 
Michell Gyro SE 775 
Moth Kanoot 329 
Notts Analogue Spacedeck/Arm 750 
Pro-ject 2 300 
Pro-ject 6/Sumiko 850 
Rega Planar 2 214 
Rega Planar 3 274 
Reson RS1 600 
Roksan Radius 3/T abriz zi 890 
SME Model 20.2A 4,863 
Thorens ID166 VI/UK/RB 400 

700 

Opulent beast tested with Souther TQ-1 anm. Tends to gloss over detail, but can sound bold • 33/45 1328 
Tonally slightly bleaclhed, but extracts detail like few others. Works well on its own table • 33/45 • • • 1328 
Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. lt is slightly lacking in oomph • 33/45 • • • 
(Tested with Stogi Reference) Solid oak plinth; sound is very clear, detailed and extended • 33/45 • • • 
Trails the full LP12 sign�icantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc still top rank • 33 • • 
The classic reference is improved by the Lingo, but charming character remains • 33/45 • • 
Sweet and natural-sounding player, well matched to Rega RB300 arm • 33/45 • • 
A stunningly desirable combination of looks, solidity and sound make this a tempti� turntable • 33/45 • 
Rather coarse-sounding deck that requires decent isolation and comes with a Rega RB300 arm • 33/45 • 1907 
No frills, just a first-rate, outstandingly natural-sounding deck that will last forever • 33/45 • • 
Remarkably effective at the price, with decent timing and a generally well defined sound • 33/45 • • 1907 
Don't think of this as a deck with a good arm, but as a scaled-down Oracle Delphi - ifs that good • 33/45 • • • 
A remarkable product at the pnce, surpns1ng� articulate and confident • 33/45 • 
Sounds musical in a balanced manner, needs decent isolation and suffers a little pitch instability • 33/45 • 1907 
Supplied set-up and ready-tuned, this unconventional deck is packed with mid-band detail • 33/45 • • 
Elegant-looking turntable with a tidy, ordered sound. Bright and breezy if a shade lightweight • 33/45 • • 
Beautifully bUilt, extremely neutral dam_!led and suspended deck with superb sound. lnc V arm • 33/45/78. • • 
Refined, solid sound with well-focused imagery; suitable for use with good MM/MC budget cartridges • 33/45 • • • 
Balances convenience and sound well, but deck lacks detail and bass could be better controlled • • • 
Intriguing and challenging. Musical� nol ideal, but its limpid quality and lack of artificiality set standards 

"/ have been absolutely overwhelmed by the way the 
Distribution PowerB/ock has improved my Hi-Fi. 
Everything sounds vastly better. Thank you for an 
excellent product which is easily worth every penny 
of it's asking price." Mr R Michaux, Hants. 

"They've now taken up 
permanent residence in 

our system!" Dec '97 Call NOW for your free brochure quoting ref: ACH0899 

Run And.-s Acc:euorles Ltd., Edge Bank House, Kendal, LA8 9AS 
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For Fast 'n Free 24 hr UK Mail Order Contact: 0181 852 1321 

THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

W 
e carry the finest range of Hi-Fi in London and you 

can be sure that any of the products you see advertised 

here are on display and available for audition. Our helpful experi­

enced staff are always on hand to help explore new possibilities 

open to you. This month- New goodies from Arcam, Linn, Naim, 

Rega, Yamaha, DVD and - some great ex-dem bargains, call now! 

ARCAM ALPHA 7 CD 
Creek 4330 Amplifier 

Tannoy Rl Speakers 

l: L. I I 

I I I I 



BATH/BRISTOL 
AUDIO EXCEU..ENCE, 65 Park Stree� Bristol BS1 
5PB. Tel (0117) 926 4975, Fax: (0117) 925 1327. 
Open lues-Sat 10,00-6.00. Late Thurs until 8.00. 
Closed Mon. For full details see our entry under 
Cardiff in the Wales section. ll1oili1ll 
THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel (01225) 874728. Give your 
ears a new reference point for the best sounds at 
any price. Forget reviews and trying to put together 
a system like a patchwork quitt with the 'best' bits 
around. tt's our. job to do the assessing, you judge 
the resutts. Come here, or we'll come to you, and 
plan a system for the future, even � you spread the 
purchases. Leave "upgrade-itis" behind, save 
money and enjoy music. Just listen, and you'll 
know. Ask also about our ex-dem and mint used 
nems if you must! Our credentials - CD: Acurus, 
Audio Synthesis, Classe, Enlightened Audio 
Design, Meracus, Orelle, wadia, XTC. Vinyl: Basis, 
Graham, Michell, Sumiko. Amps: Arcurus, Audio 
Scultpture, CAT, Classe, DNM, Kora, Lumley, 
Meracus, Michell, Orelle, Sirius, Sonneteer, XTC. 
Speakers: Audio Artistry, Audio Physic, Ethos, 
Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar, Mirage, NEAT, 
Spendor, Totem. Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum 
Oynalab. Cables: Chord, DNM, Silver Sounds, 
SonicUnk, lice. 
V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 
1 EJ. Tel (0117) 968 6005. Alon, ATC, Audiomeca, 
AVI, Cable Talk, Cadence Valve, Chord Amps, 
Electrocompaniet, Goldring, Harman Kardon, 
Heybrook, Inner Sound, Jamo, Leider, LFD, Lyra, 
Mark Levinson, Michell, Opera, Orade, Ortofon, 
Pink Triangle, Proj� REL, Ruark, Sheame Audio, 
SME, Sonic Link, Stax, Townshend, Triangle, 
Trichord, Unison Research. Home Cinema indud­
ing video projectors by Seleco, Sony, plus screens 
by Owl, Da-Ute and Stewart. Dems by appoint­
ment only. Home trial facilities, free installation, 
service facilities. Access, ViSa. 

BERKSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall, 
Reading RG1 7QF. Tel: (0118) 958 5463. Fax: 
(0118) 956 6417. Email: reading@audio-t.co.uk. 
Open Tues-Sat 9-5.30. Evening dems arranged by 
appointment. See our main entry under Oxford. We 
also sell AVI, Chord Electronics, Densen, Elac, Unn, 
Proac, Quad, Rega, REL & Ruark ll1oili1ll 

BIRMINGHAM 
6RIFFIN AUDIO, Birmingham, for music and pic­
tures at home. Forty five years experience in quality 
sound and vision. For expert and friendly advce cal 
Bob Griffin on 0121-622 2230. We are agents for 
Arcam, Chord, Denon, Dynavector, Linn, Musical 
Technology, Naim, QED, Quad, Quadraspire, Rega, 
Sennheiser, Shahinian, Stands Unique, Stax and Teac. 
Open Tuesday to Saturday 1 Dam to 5.30pm at 94 
Bristol Street Birmingham B5 7AH. 
MUSIC MAnERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B17 SOL. Tel (0121) 429 2811. Rotel, 
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, Exposure, 
Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, 
Musical Fidelity, Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, KEF, 
Monnor Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker luxury 
demo rooms. Appts nee, home trial facilities, free 
installation, service dept Access, Visa, instant cred� 
up to £1000, interest free cred� available. Tue-Thur 
10.30-6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6. ll1oili1ll 
SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich, Nr 
Walsail, W. Midlands, Tel (01922) 493499/473499. 
Audio equipment from leading and specialist 

brands, with 3 demo floors, home trials, home cin­
ema with instore demo theatre, evening demo's by 
appointment. In house service dept. Mail order 
avail. lnt free credit subject to status. Open 6 days 
9am - 6pm. Late night Friday. Expert advice, cable 
dressing and free installation. ll1oili1ll 
SOUND ACADEMY 111 The Parade, Sutton 
Goldfield, Birmingham B72 1 PU. Tel. 0121 
3213445. ll1oili1ll 
MUSIC MATTERS, 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, 
Solihull, W. Midlands B92 HJ1. Tel (0121) 7 42 
0254. See main entry under West Midlands.ll1oili1ll 
MUSIC MATTERS, 156-157 Lower High Sir, 
Stourbridge, W Midlands 018 1TS. TEL (01384) 
444184. See main entry under West Midlands. 

ll1oili1ll 
SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich, Nr 
Walsall W. Midlands, Tel (01922) 493499/ 473499. 
Audio equipment from leading and specialist 
brands, with 3 demo floors, home trials, home cin­
ema with instore demo theatre, evening demo's by 
appointment. In house service dept. Mail order 
avail. lnt free credtt subjectto status.Open 6 days 
9am - 6pm. Late night Friday. Expert advce, cable 
dressing and free installation ll1oili1ll 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 30-32 Castle Street, High Wycombe 
HP13 6RG. Tel: (01494) 558585. Fax: (01494) 
527182. Email: wycombe@audio-t.co.uk. Open 
lues-Sat 10-6. Late Thurs until 8.00. See our main 
entry under Oxford. We also sell Densen, Elac, 
Primare, Proj� Quad, REL & Ruark. ll1oili1ll 
NORTHWOOD AUDIO, 98 Cambridge St, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 1 BA. Tel. (01296) 428790 
(AlP). Fax: (01296) 421282. Selected sounds from 
Acoustic Energy, Alchemist, Audio Meca, Audio 
Note, Boston, B&W, Cabletalk, Castle, Chord, 
Chord Company, CR Development, Denon, D.N.M., 
D.P.A., Epos, Exposure, Harman Kardon, Heart, 
KEF, Klipsch, LINN, Magna!, Marantz, Michell, 
Micromega, Monitor Audio, Musical Technology, 
NAD, Pioneer, Pro-Ac, Quadraspire, Rega, REL, 
Rose, Rotel, Ruark, Stax, Talk Electronics, Tannoy, 
Target, Teac, UKD. NOBODY EVER REGRffiED 
PURCHASING THE BEST. Export orders welcome. 2 
Dem rooms. Credrt facilities available. 
TECHNOSOUND and AUDIO INSIGHT, 7-8 
Granville Square, Willen, Mitton Keynes, Bucks, 
M K15 9JL. Tel: (01908) 604949. Main lines 
indude Meridian, Arcam, B&W, Acoustic Energy, 
Musica Rdeltty, Mission, Ruark, Royd, Teac, UKD. 
4 Dem Rooms, Custom Home Cinema, Video 
Projection and Dolby Digttal. Service Departrnen� 
Free Installation and Home Trial Facilities. Access 
& Visa accepted and Interest Free Credtt available. 
Open Mon 1-6pm, lues-Sat 1 0-6pm, late night Fri 
till 7.30pm. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
INI1INE PROFESSIONAL AUIIMI, 19 East Stree� 
SI Ives, Cambridge P17 4PD, telephone: 01480 
465888. Main agents for ATC, Sony, NAD , Denon, 
Quad, Teac, Project, Yamaha, Monitor Audio, 
Rogers, Mission, Musical F idelity, Pioneer, 
Meridian, Alchemist, also quality In-Car and 
Computing. 
SYSTEMS - Specialists in Sound. 28-30 
Burleigh Street, Cambridge CB1 1 DG. Tel: 01223 
461518. Open Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm. 
Stockists of Arcam, REL, Denon, Mission, Yamaha, 
NAD, Marantz, Technics, Rotel, Sony, Pro-ject, 

BADA 

Members of the British 
Audio Dealers Association 
are able to  offer: 

e Two year guarantee, 
transferable to another BADA dealer should 
the purchaser move more than 30 miles from 
his/her original address 

e low cost five year guarantee option 
e proper demonstration facilities 
e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 

dealer's advice is taken on product selection 
e fully guaranteed service work 
e customer complaints procedure in the 

event of problems 
For more information, contact BADA on 

m (o171) 226 40ltli 

Musical Fidelity, Ruark, Castle, Acoustic Energy, 
Wharfdale, Myryad, Audioquest, Soundstyle and 
much more. Demonstration room available. 
THE AUDIO ALE, 41 Victoria Road, Cambridge 
CB4 3BW Tel (01223) 68305. See our main entry 
under Hertfordshire. ll1oili1ll 
AUDIO T, 173-175 London Road, Camberley GU15 
3JS. Tel: 01276 685597. Fax: 01276 685327. 
Email: camberley@audio-t.co.uk. Open lues-Sat 
10-6. Late Thurs until 8.00. See our main entry 
under Oxford. We also sell Alchemist, Densen, 
Project, REL & Ruark. ll1oili1ll 

CHESHIRE 
ACTON GIU'E AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham. Tel 

(01978) 364500. Demonstration room, installation 
service. Easy parking and motorvvay access. 
Access, ViSa etc. See main entry under CLWYD. 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Rd, Cheadle, 
Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428 7887. Please see entry 
under Greater Manchester. 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 86-90 Boughton, Chester, 
CH3 5AQ. Tel (01244) 345576. Fax: (01244) 348134. 
Open Tues-Fri 10.00-6.00, Sat 9.00-5.00. Late Thurs 
until 8.00. Closed Mon. For full details see our entry 
under Cardiff in the Wales section. ll1oili1ll 
CHRIS BROOKS HI-Fl, 29 Gaskell SI, Stocklon 
Heath, Cheshire. Tel (01925) 261212. Fax (01925) 
264001. e-mail chris.brooks@audio.net.com. 
Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30 3 dem rooms. Credtt facilities. 
All credtt cards. H-R fJJV multiroom. Total absence 
of bull-. ll1oili1ll 
DOUG BRADY HHJ, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 
North, Warrington, WA 1 3NU. Phone (01925) 
828009, Fax (01925) 825773. For the widest 
range of high qualtty hi-fi in the Northwest. Family 
business est. 35 years. 3 dem rooms, ind home 
cinema, home trials; deliveries throughout NW; 
Access, Visa, Credtt Facilities. Open 1 0-6; 6 days. 
Send for free map and/or 5 page sale list ll1oili1ll 
INPUT AUDIO, Dukinfield Cheshire (Tel) 0161 304 
7494 (Mobile) 0402 268490. We have the time, 
we have the patience, we have the desire and we 
have the products to help you reach your goals. 
featuring ART, Audiogram, Audio Analogue Puccini, 
Audiomeca, Audio Physic, Audio Vector, Base, 
Chord Cables, Clearaudio, Diapason, Graaf, Helios, 
Insert, lmmedia, LFD, Meracus Michell, Monrio, 
Neat, Pink Triangle, Stands Unique, System Audio, 
Triangle, UKD Opera, Unison Research, VPI, 
Yamamura Churchill, YBA. Specialising in home 
demonstration. Please phone for more information 
or friendly chat Credtt card facilities. Input for the 
pleasure of music. 
PRACTICAL HIFI, 88 Bridge Street, Warrington, 
(01925) 632179. The audio video speciali� exert 
advice, instant demonstrations, best pries, inter­
est-free credit, part-exchange welcome. Extended 
warranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, 
Sony, Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, 
KEF, Jamo, Celeston, B&W. Also stockists of 
LaserDiscs. m 
SOUND Of MUSIC, 93/95 Nantwich Road, Crewe, 
Cheshire CW2 6BA. Tel 01270 214143, Fax 01270 
254143, Monday-Saturday 10---5.30. Showroom 
groundfloor, 2 dem rooms 1st floor Consisting of 
both Hi-Fi and AV Systems. LINN (Hi-Fi, VA, 
Multiroom), LOEWE Systems, LOEWE, Michell, 
Roksan, Project, Primare, KEF, AVI, REL, Aavik, 
Stands Unique. Please cal l  Sieve for more 
information! 
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TH E  HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 1 2A  West Str, off West 
SI Car Park, Congleton, Cheshire Tel (01260) 
280017. E-mail: mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk. Web 
srte: hifishowrooms.co.uk. Nairn Audio, Audiolab, 
Rega, REL, Arcam, Technics, KEF, NAD , Harman­
Kardon, Yamaha, Rotel, Lexicon, RCF, Millennium, 
NHT, JBL, Onkyo, Sony, Marantz, Toshiba, 
Panasonic, Ruark, Jamo, Celestion, Qed, Teac, 
Castle. Front and rear projection systems, 3 
Demonstration rooms, 1 AV with 8ft screen. 
Customer car park. The North West's Premier 
Audio Visual Specialist. Access, Visa, Amex, JCB. 
9.15-5:30, Closed Sun!Mon. 

CORNWALL 
SOUNDS PERFECTION, Nightree House, Mawgan, 
Helston, Cornwall, TR12 6AX. Tei/Fax (01326) 
221372. Alchemist, Analysis, Audio-note, Audio 
Spectrum, Cable Talk, Boston Acoustics, Henley 
Designs, Magna!, Michell, Nordost, Parasound, 
Monttor Audio, Musical Rdelily, Project Turntables, 
Lexicon, R.E.L., S.M.E., Sonic Frontiers, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Elemental Audio, 
Philosophy, Audioquest, Kelly Transducers, Target, 
Teac, Thorens, V-Damp Isolation Unison Research, 
Audio Analogue, J.M. Labs, Electro-Companiet, 
Triangle, Trichord, Sugden, Tara-Labs. 

CUMBRIA 
PRACTICAL HIFI, 106 English Street; Carlisle, Tel: 
(01228) 44792 The audio video specialist, expert 
advice, instant demonstrations, best prices, inter­
est-free credtt, part-exchange welcome. Extended 
warranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, 
Sony, Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, 
KEF, Jamo, Celestion, B&W. Also stockists of 
LaserDiscs. 

DEVON 
AUDIO EXCELlENCE , 156 Sidwell SI, Exeter EX4 
6RT. Tel (01392) 491194. Fax: (01392) 424044. 
Open lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Evening dems by 
appointment. Closed Mon. For full details see our 
entry under Cardiff in the Wales section. ll1oili1ll 

DONCASTER 
HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunnytields, Doncaster, DN5 8SA 
Tel: (01302) 781387/391193. Fax: (01302) 781387. 
Hi-Fi, Home Cinema and Multi-Room Experts. 
Muscial Fidelity, Tag McLaren, Electrocompaniet, 
ProAc, Ruark, Castle, Teac, Unison Research, John 
Shearne, T&A, Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, 
Harbeth, Alchemist, Michell Turntables, Nottingham 
Analogue Studios, Blueprint, Audo Analogue, 
Exposure, Living Voice, Densen, Celeston (A Series 
only), Opera, Audio Physic, Trichord Research, 
Nordost, Stands Unique, Stax Electrostatics, Ortofon, 
Goldring, REL Subwoofers, Yamaha AV, Proceed 
Digital Cinema. Viewing and demonstration by 
appointment. Home trials and free installation. 
AccessNisa and credit facilities. Phone for more 
information.10am-8pm Tues-Fri, 10am-6pm Sat, 
Closed Monday. m ll1oili1ll 

DORSET 
DAWSONS, 74 Poole Road, Westbourne, 
Bournemouth, Dorset Tel (01202) 764965. Bang & 
Olufsen, JBL, Lexicon, Myryad, Sony, Technics. 
Suppliers and installers of complete home cinema 
systems. Cedia member. Various credit facilities 
available, open 9-5.30 Monday to Saturday. 
M OVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, Poole, 
Parkslone, Dorset BH14 OAQ. Tel (01202) 730865. 
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Pioneer, 
Ruark, Sheame Audio. 2 Dem rooms. Listen to the 



available choice and decide at your leisure - no 
pressure, no obligation. Our staff enjoy music, with 
our choice of products, you can too! Service 
Department. Free ins1allation. Home tJial facilities. 
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners card. Credrt facilities 
available. Open Mon-Ri 1 0-6, Sat 9-6. li1ili1i1 
MOVEMENI' AUDIO, 336 Wimbome Road, Winton, 
Bournemouth, Dorset, BH9 2HH. Tel (01202) 
529988/520066. Arcam, B&W, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Pione er, Sony, 
Yamaha. Full dem facilities available, also home 
dem. Riendly expert advice. Service Department. 
Free installation. Home trial facilities. Access, VISa, 
Amex. Open Mon-Ri 9-5.30. li1ili1i1 
PHONOGRAPHY Star Lane, Market Place, 
Ringwood. (01425) 461230. See under Hampshire 

SUTTONS H._FI, 18 Westover Road, Bournemouth. 
Tel (01202) 555512. Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Atacama, Celestion, Cable Talk, Denon, Definitive 
Audio, KEF, UNN, Meridian, Mission, M+K, QED, 
Rotel, Sennheiser, Teac, Sony, Talk Electronics, 
Tag-Madaren, Wharfedale, 'tdmaha, DTS & Dolby 
Digrtal, DVD. 2 Single Speaker Ustening Rooms, 
Home Demonstrations, Free lnstallations.Open 
Man-Sat 9-5:30. Call for details. li1ili1i1 
WEYMOUT H HI•FI, 33-35 Maiden Street, 
Weymouth, Dorset DT 4 BBA Tel (01305) 785729. 
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Micromega, Musical Rdelrty, Panasonic, Quad, Sony, 
Technics, Yarnaha. Dem room. Riendly professional 
advice. Only qualrty hi-fi dealer in Weymouth area. 
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial 
facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch, Delta 
Mastercard. Interest free credrt. Instant credrt. Open 
Mon 9.30-5.30, Fri-Sat 9.30-5.30 li1ili1i1 

DOVER 
JOHN MAIII.EY HI-FI CENTRES Lm, DOVER HI 
FJ,, 43 High Street, Dover. Tel (01304) 207562. 
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, JBL, KEF, Musical Rdelrty, 
NAD, Pioneer, Panasonic, Rotel, Ruark, Short, 
Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Yamaha. NV Dem Room. 
Full service department. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. Free 
ins1allation. Credrt to £1 000. Access, VISa, Swrtch, 
Electron. Established 25 years. Expert advice. 
Riendly service. 

DARLINGTON 
HI·FI  EXPERIE NCE, 17 Coniscliffe Road, 
Darlington DL3 7EE. Tel (01325) 481418. Fax 
(01325) 382982. Agencies include: Arcam, Bang & 
Olufsen, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Marantz, 
Mission, Musical Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, Quad, 
Rotel, Audio Sheame, TDL, Teac, Yamaha. 3 listen­
ing rooms. 3 years guarantee. Free delivery and 
simple installation North Yorks/South Durham. 
Opening hours Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm Closed Tues. 
Home cinema specialist. li1ili1i1 

ESSEX 
AUDIO T, 442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill, 
llnord, IG2 6LL. Tel (0181) 518 0915. Fax (0181) 
554 8463. Open Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 
late Thurs unbl 8.00. See our main entry under 
Oxford. We also sell AVI, Celestion, Epos, Michell, 
Monrtor Audio, Proac & Technics. li1ili1i1 
AUDIO T, 30 Crown Street, Brentwood CM14 4BA 
Tel: 01277 264730 Fax: 01277 264731. Email: 
brentwood@audio-t.co.uk. Open lues-Sat 9.30-
5.30. late Thurs unbl 8.00. See our main entry 
under Oxford. We also sell Castle, Proac, Quad & 
Rega. li1ili1i1 
RAYLEIGH HI-R, 44a High Stree� Rayleigh, Essex. 
Tel: 01268 779762. Arcam, Atacama, Base, Chord, 
Copland, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Krell, Lexicon, linn, 
Loewe TVs, Marantz, Micromega, Mision, Miller & 
Kreisel, Nairn, Ortofon, Parasound, Pioneer, Proceed, 
Quad, QED, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Revox, 
Seleco, Senheiser, Stands Unique, Stax, Sugden, Tag 
Mclaren, Target, Van den hul, Wilson Benesch, XLO, 
Yamaha. www.rayleighhifi.com li1ili1i1 
RAYLEIGH HI·FI, 216 Moulsham St, On-the­
Parkway, Chelmsford. Tel (01245) 265245. li1ili1i1 
RAY LEIGH HI·FI, 132-134 London Road, 
Southend-on-Sea. Tel (01702) 435255. li1ili1i1 
RAYLEIGH 111-R, At Dansk International Fumrture 
World, lakeside Retail Park, West Thurrock. Tel 
(01708) 680551 Open on Sundays. li1ili1i1 

DEALER 
Director} 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AUDIO EXCEUENCE, 58 Bristol Road, Gloucester. 
Tel (01452) 300046. Fax: (01452) 310680. Open 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Evening dems by appoint­
ment. Closed Mon. For full details see our entry 
under Cardiff in the Wales section. li1ili1i1 
AUDHI T, 40-42 Albion Street, Chellenham, Gl52 
2RQ. Tel (01242) 583960. Fax (01242) 226435. 
Email: cheltenham@audio-t.co.uk. Open Tues-Fri 
9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. Evening dems arranged by 
appointment See our main entry under Oxford. We 
also sell CasHe, linn, Project, Pnoac, Quad, Rega, 
Ruark, REL & Technics. li1ili1i1 

HAMPSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 4 Feathers Lane , Basingstoke, RG21 7 /JS. 
Tel (01256) 324311. Fax (01256) 324430. Open 
Tues-Sat 9-5.30. Evening dems arranged by appoint­
ment See our main entry under Oxford. We also sell 
Castle, Unn, Quad, Rega, REL & Ruark. li1ili1i1 
AUDIO T, 2-12 Hursley Road, Chandlers 
Ford, Southampton S053 2FU. Tel: (023) 8025 2827. 
Fax: (023) 8026 5232. Email: southarnpton@audio­
t.co.uk. Open Tues-Sat 9-5.30. Late Thurs until 8.00. 
See our main entry under Oxford. We also sell Castle, 
Celestion, Project & Quad. li1ili1i1 
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD, 2-12 Hursley Rd, 
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. Tel Southampton 
01703 252827 Hi-R & Home Cinema for students 
to lottery winners. Winner of Southern England 
Sony/Hi-R News Dealer Awards. Projection TV with 
8ft Screen. Thurs late, closed Man (except in Dec). 
2yr guarantee, service dept. On srte free parking, 
junctions 4 (M27/M3), 5 (M27), 12 (M3), 13 (M3) 
all within 3 miles. li1ili1i1 
JEFFRIES HI-FI 29 London Road, Portsmouth. 
P02 OBH. Tel (01705) 663604. Hi-fi, home cinema 
and multi-room specialist. Range includes Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive 
Technology, Denon, Harbeth,Heybrook, KEF, 
lexicon, linn, loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Seleco, Sennheiser, Sound Organisation, Sound 
Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. Open 
Tues·Sa� late night Wed. Free pari<ing, bus route, 
credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best 
Southern Dealer. li1ili1i1 
NOW 111ATS HI·FI 32 Arundel St, Portsmouth. Tel 
(01705) 811230. Pioneer, Yamaha, Marantz, 
Kenwood, Mission, T.D.l, REL, Attacama and 
much more. Laserdisc and AC3 specialists. 
Accesory centre at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth. 
Tel (01705) 811618. 

PHONOGRAPHY Star Lane, Market Place, 
Ringwood, BH24 1 AL. Tel  (01425) 461230. 
Contributions to music from Arcam, Rega, Nairn, 
Rotel, Densen, Shahinian, Dynavector, Chord Co., 
Quadraspire, Ortofon, Audioquest. Relaxed and 
friendly service, two demonstration rooms, long 
guarantees, delivery and ins1allation. 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
ENGUSH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford 
HR4 ODE. Tel (01432) 355081. Arcaydis, Arcam, 
A.T.C., B&W, Castle, Gyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, 
Heybrook, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Pink 
Triangle, Pioneer, Proac, Quad, REL, Rotel, Ruark, 
Shearne, Stax, Tag Mclaren, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha 
and others. Single Speaker Dem room. Home trial. 
Free install. Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit 
anranged.Open Man-Sat 9.30arn-5.30pm. li1ili1i1 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
THE AUDIO FI LE, 27 Hockeril l  St, Bishops 
Stortfiord, Herts CM23 2DW. Tel (01279) 506576. 
9.30-5.30 open 6 days,9.30-8pm T hursdays. 
Arcam, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Unn, Loewe, 
Nairn, Marantz, ProAc, Rega, Yamaha. 0% credrt. 
Web srte: www.audiofile.co.uk li1ili1i1 
DARBY'S OF ST. ALBANS 6 Market Place, St. 

. Albans, Herts. Tel (01727) 851596. Hert's premier 
Hi-FI/AV specialists est 1946. Full Home Cinema 
demonstration surte. Whether your needs are large 
or small, we stock it all; Arcam, Yamaha, Quad, 
Denon, Sony, B & 0, Pioneer, REL, JVC, KEF­
Reference, Misson-Cyrus, Ruark, Celestion, Polk, 
and many more. Free delivery and installation. 
Open 9-6 Man-Sat li1ili1i1 

DAVI D ORTDN AUDIO VISUAL 6-8 Bancroft, 
Hrtchin, Herts. SG5 1JQ Tel (01462) 452248 Fax 
(01462) 458424. Stockists of Apollo, Arcam, B&W, 
Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, Mission, Pioneer, Quad, 
Rotel, Ruark, Soundstyle, Teac, and many others. 
Hi-R listening room and NV dem. room. Workshop 
off premises. Access, Amex, Visa, Diners, Interest 
free and instarrt credit Open 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat 
Email: davidortonaudiovisual@compuserve.com 

HAILEY AUDIO LTO 328 Ware Road, Hailey, 
Hertfordshire. Tel (01992) 442425 
Fax (01992) 448387 E-mail: Haileyaudiolimited 
@btintemetcom Exporter and Main Dealer for REL 
Acoustics, MAGNUM and TOKEN Audio products. 
Retail by appointment only any day including 
Sunday. Both audio and AV demonstration facilities. 
Most regular brands quoted. Ex demo rtems and 
frustrated export orders frequenijy available. Ten 
day home tJial welcome. Mail order, VISA, Access 
etc. 

STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) ltd, 82 High Street, 
Harpenden, Herts Al5 2SP. Tel (01582) 764246, 
Fax (01582) 467022. Arcam, Atacarma, AVI, Bang 
& Olufsen, Base, Chord, Denon, JBL, KEF, Marantz, 
Musical Fidelity, Musical Technology, Myryad, 
Panasonic, QED, Roberts Radio, Sennheiser, 
Soundstyle, Tannoy, Target, T DL, Teac. 
Demonstration room. Free installation. Service 
dept. Access, Visa, Switch, Amex. Open 9am-
5.30pm Man-Sat. li1ili1i1 

KENT 
ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI, 40 High Street, 
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female any 
age, to share common interest in, musical Pro­
aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home Cinema. 
Attractive unusual equipment in unusual setting, 
your place or ours, we guarantee lasting plea­
sure.Open Man-Sat, Appointment Service or just 
pop in. Tel (01233) 624441. li1ili1i1 
CANTERBURY HIA, 50 Burgate, Canterbury, Kent. 
CT1 2HW. Tel (01227) 765315. Authorised stocki­
est of Acoustic Energy, B&W, Celestion, Denon, 
Harman Kardon , Jamo, J.B.l, J.V.C, Kef, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Panasonic, REL, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, 
Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha. Full cred� facilities 
with interest free on selected lines. Man-Sat 9.00-
5.30. 

HOME MEDIA, 24-26 Union Street, Maidstone 
ME14 1 ED. Tel (01622) 671 6703. Open Mon-Sat 
9.30 to 5.30. Fed up of not being listened to? Visrt 
a store with a different approach. Expert staf and 
extensive demonstration facilities mean that the 
best in Hi R, Home Cinema and Multi-room can be 
demonstrated for you to make an infomed choice. 
Credit facilities. Major Credit Cards accepted. 
Delivery and installation service available. li1ili1i1 
HOME MEDIA, 6 High Street, Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent TN1 1 UX. Tel: 01892 525666. Fax: 01892 
527666. Open Man-Sat 1 Oam-6pm. 
Knowledgeable, trained and enthusiastic staff who 
listen and will assist in finding the proper solution 
for you. Hi R (even turntables!), Home Cinema and 
Multi Room expertly catered for. Demonstration 
facilities on three floors! Credit facilities. Major 
Credit Cards accepted. Delivery and installation 
service available. li1ili1i1 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 126 High S� Beckenham, 
Kent BR3 1ED, Tel (0181) 663 3777, Fax (0181) 663 
3555. Email: sales@musical-images.co.uk. AV 
Dealer of the Year. Home Cinema, Hi-R, multi-room 
specialists. Main authorised dealers for over 100 
brands. Interest free credrt anywhere in the UK, sub­
ject to status. Mail-order worldwide. 10 demonstra­
tion rooms throughout Musical Images, including 
projectors and big screen TVs. Professional home 
installation and design consurtancy. Part exchange, 
service and repairs. Active Musical Images Club. 
Open all week including Sundays. 1 Oam-6pm 
(1 Oam-4pm Sundays.) lililli1ili1il 
SOUNDS OF MUSIC, 10/12 Chapel Place, 
Tunbridge Wells,  K.ent TN1 1YQ, tel (01892) 
547003, Fax (01892) 547004. Quad, Exposure, 
Marantz, Tannoy, REL, Magnum, Ruark, Musical 
Technology, Micromega, Acoustic Energy, Anthem, 
Audio Note, Pink Triangle, A.V.I. Electrocompaniet, 
Teac, Audion, B&W, KEF, Pro-Ac, Michell, Copland, 
Trichord, Thorens, Pass, Lumley, Woodside, BAT, 
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CAT, Osborn, Wadia, Krell, Audio Research and 
many more. We offer the very best service and 
advice along with some very special deals. 1 
month's trial exchange, good prices and free deliv­
ery, the widest range of equipment, systems from 
£300-£1 OOK, valve + vinyl specialist. 
All  major credit cards accepted. 
HTTP://W\WJ.SOUNDS/OFIMUSIC.Co.UK. 

LANCASHIRE 
AUDIO EXCEWNCE, 131 Friargate, Preston, Lanes 
PR1 2EE. Tel: (01772) 253057. Fax: (01772) 881244. 
Open Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Evening dems by appoint­
ment. Closed Mon. For full details see our entry under 
Cardiff in the Wales section. li1ili1i1 
PRACTICAL HIFI, 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel 
(01772) 883958. The audio specialist, expert 
advice, instant demonstrations, best prices, inter­
est-free credrt, part-exchange welcome. Extended 
warranty. Stockist of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, 
Sony, Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, 
KEF, Jamo, Celestion, B&W. Also stockists of 
LaserOiscs. liliJ 
PRACTICAl !lA, (also in) 
81 Whitegate Drive, Blackpool. Tel (01253) 
300599. 
33 Knowsiey Stree� Bollon. Tel (01204) 395789. 
84 Penny Street, Lancaster. Tel (01524) 39657. 

LEEDS 
IMAGE AUDIO, 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1 
1 QE. Tel (01924) 200272. Fax (01924) 200404. 
The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation 
and classic stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, 
Cyrus, Denon, Unn, Mission, Nairn, Rega, Yamaha, 
DSP. Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 
5.30pm. li1ili1i1 
IMAGE AUDIO, 8 St Annes road, Headingley, 
Leeds LS6 3NX. tel (0113) 2789374, Fax (0113) 
2754252. The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom 
installation and classic stereo systems from 
Arcam, B&W, Cyrus, Denon, linn, Mission, Nairn, 
Rega, Yamaha, DSP. Open Monday to Saturday 
9.3Qam to 6.00pm li1ili1i1 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
CYM BIOSIS, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester LE1 5AW. 
Tel: (0116) 262 3754, Email: shop@cymbiosis.com. 
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Casije, Chord Company, 
Cura, Denon, lino Hi-Fi, linn Knekt, loewe 
Televisions, Lutron Ughting, Musical Technology, 
Nairn, Nordost, Rega, Revox, Rotel, System Audio, 
Tag Mclaren. Multiroom Design and Installation 
Service. 4 listening lounges. Finance available. 
Open 6 days 1 Oam-5.30pm. 

LEICESTER HI·FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LE1 5EW. Tel: (0116) 2539753. 
Fax (0116) 2626097. Arcam, B&W Nautilus, 
Mission Cyrus, Marantz, Pioneer, Quad, Tannoy, 
Copland, Pink Projects, Michell, Technics, Rotel, 
Rogers, Yamaha, Acoustic Energy, Chord 
Electronics, Teac, Miller & Kreisel, DPA., Talk 
Electronics, Greig Loudspeakers, ETC. 4 listening 
areas over 3 floors, We can demonstrate, deliver 
and install. Including A.V. and Multiroom. Credit 
Facilities. All cards taken, open 6 days 9.30-5.30. 

li1ili1i1 
ZOUCH AUDIO, The Old Coach House, off South 
St, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, LE65 1AN. Tel: 01530 
414128 or 0976 571875 (mobile). Suppliers of 
quality Hi-Fi. Artemis, Audio Analogue, AVI, 
Balanced Audio Technology, Bow Technologies, 
Cat, Celestion, Chord Electronics, Creek, DCS, 
Eggleston Works, Graham, John Shearne, Lat, 
Lumley, Lyra, Magnum Dynalab, MIT, Monrio, 
Musical Fidelrty, Musical Technology, Neat, Opera, 
Orchid, Orelle, Pall laboratories, Proceed, Sirius, 
Stands Unique, Sumiko, Teac, Tice, Townshed, 
Transfiguration, Unison Research, Wilson Benesch, 
XTC. Open 1 0.00-5.30; Closed Monday. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
STAMFORD HI·FI, 9 Red Uon Square, Stamford, 
Uncs PE9 2AJ. Tel (01780) 762128. twva, Denon, 
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 
Quad, Technics, Yamaha, Plus all major speaker 
manufacturers. Expert advice, comparator demon­
strations, on two floors, part exchange Hi-Fi pur­
chased for cash. No appointments necessary, 



home trial facilities, free installation, service 
department. Mastercard, Visa & credit charge, 
finance available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed 
Thursdays. 

LONDON 
KAMlA,251 Tottenham Court Rd, London, W1 P 
9AD. Tel (0171) 323 2747. Kenwood, Pioneer, JVC, 
Philips, Toshiba, Boston, B&W, AR, Mitsubishi. 
Demonstration room available. Appts required. 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Open 
Mon-Sat 9-6. 

AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead, 
London NW6 1 SQ. Tel (020) 7794 7848. Fax (020) 
7431 3570. Email: hampstead@audio-t.co.uk. 
Open Tues-Sat 10-6. Late Thurs until 8.00. See our 
main entJy under Oxford. We also sell Cas�e. 
Densen, Primare, Proac & Quad. � 
BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee High Road, 
Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. Tel (0181) 318 
5755/(0181) 852 1321. Arcam , AVI, Denon, Unn, 
Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Pioneer, Rega, Rotel, etc. 
Two domestic style listening lounges. Appts 
required, service dept, home trial facilities, Interest 
tree credtt, instant credrt. Access, Visa. Open Man­
Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thurs. � 
THE CDRNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street, 
London W1 P 1 HH. Tel (0171) 631 0472, Fax (0171) 
436 7165. Email: comflake@dial.pipex.com Open 
Tues-Sat 10-6, Thurs 10-7. The specialists for high 
qualrty sound, be rt for one room or many more. 
They offer friendly advice, and a full delivery and 
installation service is available. Two listening rooms 
wtth full AN facilities demonstrating Arcam, ATC, 
AVI, Barco, Bryston, Dynaudio, Mark Levinson, Unn 
Knekt, Nairn, Origin Uve, Proceed, Pro Monrtor Go, 
Rega, Royd, Yamaha and more. Service 
Department. Amex, Mastercard, Swttch, Visa and 
worldwide mail order service. They used to be the 
coolest HiR shop in London, now they're the 
hottest. 
GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New 
North Rd, London N1. Tel (0171) 226 5500. Winner 
Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award 
1986/89/90."0ne of the 5 best hi-fi shops in the 
world". Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, etc. 
Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 4 dem rooms, 
service dept, open Tues-Sat. RING FOR APPOINT­
MENT � 
HI-FI & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise, 
London, SW11 1EH. Tel (0171) 223 1110. ESTAB­
LiSHED 33 years. Beyer, Celestlon, Cerwin Vega, 
Denon, Eminence, Goodmans, Harman Kardon, 
KAM, Jamo, Kenwood, QED, NAD, Ortofon, 
Sennheiser, Shure, Stanton, Tannoy, Project, 
Marantz, Vivanco, Wide range of accessories & 
stylis. Appts nee, Service Dept. Access, Switch, 
Visa, Diners, Arnex, Open 10-6 Closed Wed. 

HI-FI WAY HI-FI LTD, 318-324 Edgware Road, 
London W2 1DY Tel (0171) 723 5251. Fax (0171) 
258 1682. Email: Sales@hiwaygroup.co.uk. Also 
at 242 Totlenham Court Road, London W1 9AD. All 
major brands stocked, established since 1978, 
price match policy, extended guarantees, mail 
order service, home cinema equipment, hi-li 
seperates, midi, mini & micro systems portable 
audio video recorders for home & export, televi­
sions for home & export, full range of video acces­
sories, digttal camcorders, VHS 8mm camcorders, 
video editing equipment, digital STill cameras, 
35mm & APS photo cameras. 
111-R EXP£RIENCE, 227 Tottenham Court Road, 
London W1 P OHX. Tel 0171-580 3535, Fax 0171-
436 4733. Agencies include: Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Bang & Olufsen, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, M&K, 
Marantz, Mission, Musical Rdelrty, Meridian, NAD , 

Nairn, Quad, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Tag Mclaren, 
Tannoy, IDL, Teac, Wharfdale, Yamaha. 8 listening 
rooms, 3 years guarantee. Free delivery and sim­
ple installation (M25 periphery), opening hours 
Mon-Fri 10-7pm, Sat 9-6pm. Home cinema spe­
cialist � 
INFIDBJTY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston­
upon-Thames. Tel (0181) 943 3530. For full details 
see entry under SURREY � 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 18 Monmouth Street, 
Coven! Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel (0171) 497 
1346, Fax (0171) 497 9205. Email: sales@musical­
images.co.uk. AV Dealer of the Year. Home Cinema, 
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Hi-R, multi-room specialists. Main authorised dealers 
for over 1 00 brands. Interest tree credrt anywhere in 
the UK, subject to status. Mail-order worldwide. 1 0 
demonstration rooms throughout Musical Images, 
including projectors and big screen TVs. Professional 
home installation and design consultancy. Part 
exchange, service and repairs. Active Musical Images 
Club. Open all week including Sundays. 1Qam-7pm 
(1 Oam-4pm Sundays). � 
MUSICA L IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road, 
Edgware HA8 7JX. Tel (0181) 952 5535, Fax (0181) 
951 5864. E-mail: sales@musical-images.co.uk See 
main entry under Middlesex. m � 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street,  
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 11R. Tel (0181) 569 
5802, Fax (0181) 569 6353. E-mail: sales@musi­
cal-images.co.uk. m� 
ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea SW11. Tel (0171) 924 2040. Juicy lrutt 
from London's newest lreshest hi-fi/home cinema 
retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. 
All the usual, ie friendly and efficient service, free 
home installation, credtt cards, 0% finance avail­
able, plus all the very best from: Arcam, Cable 
Talk, Chord Go, Demion, Denon Lifestyle, Epos, 
Micromega, NAD, Nairn, QED Multiroom, Quad, 
Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle, 
Stands Unique, Yamaha with more to come. The 
innovative Audio/Visual retailer. 

STUDIO 99, 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cotlage, 
London NW6. Tel (0171) 624 8855, Fax (0171) 624 
5315. Nairn, Meridian, Quad, ATC, Mission, Gyrus, 
Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos, Acoustic Energy, Yarnaha, 
Philips, Royd, Rotel, Sonus Faber, Bang & Olufsen. 
High qualrty demonstrations. Home Cinema. Multi­
room. Service Dept. Visa/Access credit facilities. 
Mon-Fri 10.00am-7.00pm, Sat. 10.00-6.00pm. 

THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Road, Bayswater, 
London, W2 4AH. Tel (0171) 229 2077. Fax (0171) 
727 9348. Nearest tube stations Queensway and 
Bayswater. Plenty of parking meters available. 
Demonstration room available by appointment. 
Stockists of B&O, Nairn, Rega, Micromega, Gyrus, 
Denon and Epos. Payment via, ACCESS, VISA, 
cheques, cash and interest free credit facilities 
(details on request). Open 1 0.30am-6.00pm, 
Tuesday-Saturday. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL 1 
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (0161) 633 2502. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Rega, Nairn, Rotel, Royd, 
Marantz, Sonus Faber, Ruark, Epos, Denon, 
Yamaha, Bang + Olufsen. Free installation. Major 
credit cards and credit facilities. Open Tuesday­
Saturday 10.00 to 5.30, 8pm on Thurs. 

PRACTICAL HIFI, 65 Bridge Street, Manchester. 
Tel (0161) 839 8869. See main listing under 
Lancashire for details. 

MIDDLESEX 
AUDII T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield EN2 OPW. Tel 
(020) 8367 3132, Fax (020) 8367 1638. Email: 
enfield@audio-t.co.uk. Open Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 
9.30-5.30. Evening dems arranged by appoint­
ment. See our main entry under Oxford. We also 
sell Castle, Celestion, Linn, Proac, Rega & REL. 

� 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Rd, Edgware 
HA8 7JX. Tel (0181) 952 5535, Fax (0181) 951 5864. 
Email: sales@musical-images.co.uk. AV Dealer of 
the Year. Home Cinema, Hi-R, multi-room specialists. 
Main authorised dealers for over 1 00 brands. Interest 
free credit anywhere in the UK, subject to status. 
Mail-order worldwide. 10 demonstration rooms 
throughout Musical Images, including projectors and 
big screen TVs. Professional home installation and 
design consultancy. Part exchange, service and 
repairs. Active Musical Images Club. Open all week 
including Sundays. 1 Oam-6pm (1 Oam-4pm 
Sundays). m� 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street,  
Hounslow, TW3 11R. Tel (0181) 569 5802, Fax 
(0181) 569 6353. E-mail: sales@musical­
images.co.uk. See above entJy. m� 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 18 Monmouth SI, Coven! 
Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel: (0171) 497 1346, 

Fax (0171) 497 9205. E-mail: sales@musical­
images.co.uk. 
See main entry under London m� 
RNERSIDE HI-R LTD, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham, M iddlesex T W 1  2EB. 
Tel (0181) 892 7613. Fax (0181) 892 7749. 
Internet: http//www.riversidehifi.eo.uk/ "Where 
dreams come true." e-mail: Soundadvice@river­
sidehifi.co.uk Angstrom, Arcam, Audiolab, Audio 
Research, B&W, Base, Copland, Castle, Denon, 
Dwin, Krell, KEF, Meridian, Marantz, Monttor Audio, 
Musical Fidelity, Michell, Micromega, Martin 
Logan, Nakamichi, NHT, Pioneer, RCF, REL, Sony, 
Sonus Faber, Tannoy, Theta, Vidikron, Wilson, 
Yamaha. Appointments recommended. Finance 
available. All major credit cards accepted. Man-Sat 
10-6, Thurs 10-7 

WEST MIDLANDS 
DOWNING & DOWNING, 31-35 Market Street, 
Stourbridge, W. Midlands DY8 1AB. Tel: 01384 
3717 47. 44 High Street, Bromsgrove, Wares. 861 
8HO. Tel: 01527 872976. Hi-R from a local com­
pany. We stock surprising Hi-R providing solutions 
to sound problems.Discrete Hi-R. Visually stunning 
Hi-Fi.  Mull-room Hi-Fi,  multi-source Hi-Fi.  
Integration wtth visual products. Home Cinema -
we have tackled the lot. Perhaps we have the solu­
tion - tell us your problems. 

GRimN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham, 
West Midlands. Tel (0121) 622 2230/(0121) 692 
1359. 40 years in Hi-Fi and still the best in the 
Midlands. We sell great Hi-R from Arcam, Denon, 
Linn, Marantz, Musical Technology, Nakamichi, 
Nairn, Quad, Rega, Shahinian and Loewe 
Television. Arcam Xeta Home Theatre. Open Tues­
Sat 10.00-5.30. 

MUSIC MAmRS, 10 Boldmere Road, Sultan 
Goldfield, West Midlands. Tel: 0121 354 2311. 
Rotel, Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, 
Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Muscal Rdelrty, Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, 
KEF, Monttor Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker 
luxury demo rooms. Appts nee, home trial facili­
ties, free installation, service dept. Access, Visa, 
instant credit up to £1000, interest free credit 
available. Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6. 
Branches also at: 156-157 Lower High Str, 
Stourbridge, W. Midlands 018 1TS. Tel: (01384) 
444184 � 
SOUND ACADEMY, 152a High Street, Bloxwich, 
Nr Walsall ,  W. Midlands Tel  (01922) 
493499/473499 Please see entry under BIRM­
INGHAM. � 
SOUND ACADEMY, 111 T he Parade, Sutton 
Goldfield, Birmingham B72 1 PU. Tel 0121 
3212445. � 

NORFOLK 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 8HG. Tel (01508) 
570829. Arcam, Audio Analogue, Beyer, Cabletalk, 
Chord Co. Opera Speakers, Denon, Densen, 
Dynavector, Epos, Grado, Heybrook, Nairn, Opera, 
ProAc, Sound Organisation, Rega, Royd, 
Soundstyle, Teac, Unison Research, etc. 2 compre­
hensive dem rooms. Home trial. Free installation. 
Visa, Access, HP faciltties. 0% Rnance. Tues-Fri 
9.30-1, 2-5.30. All day Sat � 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
ClASSIC HI-FI + VIDEO, School Lane, Kettering, 
Northants. Tel (01536) 310855. Exposure, 
Heybrook, JBL, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Monrtor 
Audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Orelle, Pioneer, 
Roksan, Rotel, Sugden, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha and 
many more. Home trial, free installation, service 
department. Interest Free Credit. All major credit 
cards. Open 9.30-5.30pm. 

OVERTURE, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16 8LR. 
Tel (01295) 272158. See main entry under 
Oxfordshire. � 
USTEN INN 32 Gold Street, Northampton, NN1 
1 RS. Tel (01604) 637871. The worlds finest hi-fi 
equipment Arcarn, Audio Analogue, Castle, Chario, 
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Copland, Denon, KEF, Krell, Unn, Marantz, Martin 
Logan, Mission, Musical Rdelity, NAD , Nairn, Rega, 
Rotel, Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sonus Faber, 
Yamaha. 2 listening rooms. Appointments recom­
mended. Part exchange welcome. Rnance avail­
able, subject to status, written quotations available 
on recuest. Open 1 Oam-5.30pm Man-Sat (Closed 
Thursday). � 

NOTTINGHAM 
CASTLE SOUND & VISION 48-50 Maid Marian 
Way, Nottingham NG1 6GF, Tel (0115) 958 4404. 
Nottingham's leading hili, multi-room and home 
cinema store, serving the whole of the East 
Midlands. Brands stocked include Alchemist, 
Aliante, Ash Design, Audio Valve, Base, Boston 
Acoustics, Castle Acoustics, Chord Electronics, 
DMP, Denon, Jolida, KEF, Klyne, Lexicon, Linn, Unn 
Knekt, Loewe, Monarchy, Nairn, Nordost, Ortofon, 
Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Proceed, Project Turntables, 
QLN, QED Systyemline, Quad, REl., Rega, Revox, 
Seleco, Sheffield Lab, Solidsteel, Sonic Frontiers, 
Sony Projection Systems, Stands Unique, 
Stereophile, Talk Electronics, TEAC, Thompson, 
Wavac, Wilson Benesch and XLO. Large show­
room and three demonstration rooms including 
projector based home cinema room. Home 
demonstrations and a full installation service avail­
able, including multi-room. Open 1 O.OOam to 
6.00pm Tuesday to Saturday. Appointments out of 
normal shop opening hours can also be arranged. 
Credit facilities available. 

DERNmVE AUDIO serves the first time buyer and 
the seasoned audiophile wtth the same high level 
of care and interest. Our aim is long term customer 
satisfaction. We achieve this wtth impartial advice, 
quality back-up service and a genuine interest in 
your needs. We have an established reputation for 
delivering sound qualrty benchmarks wtth innova­
tion. Our range of carefully selected brands include 
Art Audio, Border Patrol, Living Voice, Musical 
Rdelrty, Wadia and many more. We have extensive 
part-exchanged stock. Open Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30, 
Sat 10.00-1.30. Visa/Mastercard/Switch/Amex. 
For more information call 0115 973 3222 or 
lax 0115 973 3666. 

NOTllNGHAM HI-R CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. Tel (0115) 9786919. T he 
area's oldest established specialist (Est. 1969). 
Two superb demonstration rooms, easy free park­
ing. Home Cinema and Multi Room. Stockists of: 
Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Linn, 
Loewe T.V., Marantz, Micromega, Michell, Mission­
Gyrus, Rotel, Sennheiser, Yamaha. Man-Sat 9.00-
5.30. � 

OXFORDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford 
OX1 0 OEG. Tel (01491) 839305 Fax: 01491 
825024. Founded 1975. Great deals on Aura, 
B&W, Denon, Dual, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Mission, Mordaunt Short, Panasonic, Pioneer, 
Sony, Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha. Home trial, 
Installation and delivery service. Service dept. on 
she. 2 yr guarantee on most products. Interest tree 
credtt on selected ttems. 1 Home cinema room, 2 
listening rooms. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. 
Instant credtt. Tues-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Tapes & 
C.D's stocked. 

AUDIO T, 19 Old High Street, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 9HS. Tel (01865) 765961, Fax (01865) 
760415. E.mail: oxford@audio-t.co.uk Web site: 
htlpJ/www.audio-t.co.uk. Open Tues-Sat 10-6. Late 
Thurs until 8.00. Great Deals on Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, B&W, Cable Talk, Gyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, 
KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, NAD, Nairn, 
Pioneer, Project, Quad, Rotel, Tag Mclaren Audio, 
Talk Electronics, Tannoy, Target, Teac, Yamaha & 
many more. 3 year guarantee on Hi-R separates & 
systems. Price Match Promise. 30 day no penalty 
upgrade scheme. Part exchange. Interest Free Option 
on selected items over £250. 2 listening rooms. 
Home trials. Over 30 years in business. Home 
Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded. Serious hi-li 
shops - Silly prices' � 
OIIEII1URE 11-R, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16 
8LR. Tel (01295) 272158. Arcam, Base, Denon, 
Heybrook, KEF, Linn Products, Mission, N.A.D., 



Nairn Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible un­
biased advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts. 
Superb demo facilities. No appts nee, service dep� 
free install, home trial. Access/Visa, instant credit. 
Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. li1om;1 
OXF ORD AUDIO C O NSULTA NTS, Cantay Hse, 
Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1JE. Tel (01865) 790879 
Fax (01865) 791665. Email: oxford.audio@btnter­
net.com Quad, Denon, B&W, Pink Triangle, Krell, 
Sonus Faber NAD, Rotel, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, 
Marantz, Copland, Teac, Audio Analogue, Castle, 
'r'amaha, Proac, REL. Demo room. Home trial and free 
installatioo. Instant credit, Access, Amex, Visa. 1 0-6 
Mon-Sat. li1om;1 

PORTSMOUTH 
JEFFRIES HI-R, 29 London Road, Portsmouth. 
P02 OBH. Tel: (01705) 663604. Hi-fi, home cinema 
and multi-room specialist Range includes Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Beyer, Chord, Oenon, Heybrook, 
KEF, KEF Reference, Linn, Linn Knekt, Loewe, 
Miller & Kreisel, Mordaunt-S� Nairn, Panasonic, 
QED, Rega, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, Sound 
Style, Teac, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. 
Open lues-Sat. Free parking, bus route, credit 
facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern 
Dealer. httpJ!www.jeffries.co.uk li1om;1 

SHROPSHIRE 
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury, 
SY1 1EN. 01743 241924. One of the largest 
ranges of quality HiFi/Audio VISual equipment out­
side of London. Arcam, Atacama, Cabletalk, 
Celeston, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, Heybrook, KEF, 
M1ller & Kreisel, Mission, Onkyo, NAD, Nairn, 
Nokia, Pace, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Soundstyle, 
Stands Umque, Whalfedale. Comfortable listening 
room, home installation (induding multiroom and 
tracking satellite), free 2 & 5 year warranties 
selected used equipment, part-exchange wel: 
come, specialist workshop facilities. Access/ Visa/ 
Switch/ Amex and low cost finance from £250 up 
to£15,000. 
MID SHROPSHIRE AUDIO, 24 Peveril Bank, 
Dawley, Telford, Shropshire TF4 2BU. 01952 
502097, Mobile: 07930 913536. Ex-Demo & used 
HiFi equipment always available from: Unn, Nairn, 
Michell, Arcam, Meridian, Mission etc, etc. Why 
buy new? Save money. New equipment available · 

also from: Audionote, Apollo, Target, Michell, 
T horens, Boston, Sequence, Ortofon, Magna!, 
Alchemist, Yamaha, etc. Home Theatre equipment 
also available including Laserdiscs for sale, 
Laserdisc collections also required. 

SOMERSET 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO - 11 0, Middle Street, 
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1 NE Tel (01935) 479361. 
54, Bridge Street, Taunton. Tel (01823) 326688. 
The HiFi and AV specialists. The best in HiFi from: 
Arcam, ATC, Aura, B&W, Caste, Denon, Heybrook, 
KEF, Marantz, Nairn Audio, NAD, Pioneer, Rega, 
Rotel, Royd, Shahinian, TDL, Teac. Somerset's 
Bang & Olufsen centre. Dedicated listening lounge 
for relaxed and unpressured demonstrations. 
Home installations on most systems, Full service 
department. Access, Visa, Instant Credit. Closed 
Mondays. 

SUFFOLK 
AUDIO IM AGES, 128 London Road North 
Lowestoft NR32 1 HB. Tel (01502) 582853. T HE 
shop for Real Hi-Fi separates and Home Cinema. 
refreshingly different range as well as established 
manufacturers. Hi-Fi from budget to high end, 
transistor & valve. AV from £1 oo to a £100,000 
custom install. Projecton systems, DVD players 
and movies. Separate dem room , range of credit 
facilities, free fitting & the best and friendliest ser­
vice available. li1om;1 
EASTER N AUDIO , 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich. 
Tel (01473) 217217. E.asy parking. Dem Room. 
Giving sound advice for over 21 years. Arcam, 
Audiolab, Meridian, Denon, B&W, Technics, Quad, 
Castle, Celestion, Top Tape, plus all the usual 
headphones, leads, racks elc. li1om;1 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich. Tel (01508) 570829. For lull 
details see entry under Nortolk. li1om;1 
STOWSOUNDS, Stone Farm, Borough Lane, Gt 
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Finborough, Suffolk IP14 3AS. Tel: 01449 675060. 
Specialist hi-li dealer with great products from 
Acoustic Solutions, Alchemist,  Atacama 
Audioquest, Beyer, Cable Talk, dpa: 
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Grado, JM Labs, 
Kimber, Magna!, Neat, Nordost, QED, SonicUnk, 
Sonneteer, Sound Organisation, Soundstyle, Stands 
Unique, Van den Hul, other makes and used equip­
ment available, call us for more details. 

SURREY 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. Tei/Fax (01342) 314569. 
See main entry under West Sussex. li1om;1 
AUDIO T, 173-175 London Road, Cambe�ey GU15 
3JS. Tel: 01276 685597. Fax: 01276 685327. 
Email: cambe�ey@audio-t.co.uk. Open lues-Sat 
1 0-6. Late Thurs unbl 8.00. See our main entry 
under Oxford. We also sell Alchemist, Densen, 
Project, REL & Ruark. li1om;1 
AUDIO T, 15 Upper High Street, Epsom KT17 4QY. 
Tel: (01372) 748888. Fax: (01372) 747451. Email: 
epsom@audio-t.co.uk. Open lues-Sat 10-6. Late 
Thurs until 8.00. See our main entry under Oxford. 
We also sell Alchemi� Densen, Quad, Rega, REL & 
Ruark li1om;1 
C0SMC HlrFI SUPERSTORE EST 1962, 244-256 
Station Road, Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey KT15 
2PS. Tel (01932) 854522/832400/851753 Fax 
(01932) 832432. Open 7 Days a week, Mon-Sat 9-
6pm, Fri till 8pm, Sun 1 0-4pm Large free car park, 
fully equipped service depart, massive showroom. 
Arcam, Audio Quest, B&W, Cable Talk, Denon, Dual, 
Jamo, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rogers, 
Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, TDL, Technics, 
Thorens. Yamaha. Home cin, widescreen TV, projec­
tion TV, laserdisc. lnt free credit. All Major credit cards. 
INFI DELITY, 9 High Street, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel  (0181) 943 
3530. Arcam, Densen, Epos, Heybrook Linn 
Micromega, Nairn Audio, Neat Acoustics: Reg� 
Reserch, Roksan, Royd, Shahinian, Yamaha. Single 
speaker listening room. Appls pref, free installation 
service dept Major credit cards. Closed Mon, lues: 
Fri 10.30-7, Sat 1 0-6pm. li1om;1 
PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford, GUI 4RY. 
Tel (014B3) 504801/304756. Mon-Sat 9-6pm. 
Unn, Rega, ProAc, EPOS, Rotel, Audiolab, Ancam, 
Meridian, Musical Technology, NAD, Quad,  
KEF, Acoustic Energy, Marantz, B&W, Nakamichi, 
Rogers, Mission/Gyrus, Pioneer (precision). 
Listen to Linn/ Meridian AC3 here now! Home 
Cinema & HiFi Dem rooms, parking, Free delivel)' 
& installation. Service department on the premis­
es. Call now li1om;1 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (0181) 892 7613. Fax: 
(0181) 892 7749. See main entry under Middlesex. 
ROGERS HI-A, Unit 4, Bramley Business Centre, 
Station Road, Bramley, Guildford, Surrey. Tel 
(01483) 561 049. B&W, Castle, Denon, Harman­
Kardon, Marantz, Micromega, Musical Fidelity, 
NAO, Ruark, Tannoy, and many more. Home 
demonstrations available, telephone for details. 
Free installation. Service department. AccessNisa. 
Monday-Saturday 9.30-6pm, later by appointment. 
SPAlDINGS HI-R, (Established 30 years), 352-4 
Lower Addiscombe Rd, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7 AF. 
Tel (0181) 654 1231/2040. Linn Nairn, Quad, 
Meridian, Mission, Marantz, Denon, Ruark, Tag 
Mclaren, Tannoy, Arcam, KEF, Castle Musical 
Fidelity. 3 dem rooms induding AV room. Service 
dep� free install, home trial facilities, appointrnenls 
advisable. Access, Visa, Amex, Interest free credit, 
instant credit. Mon-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Service 
dept. li1om;1 

SUSSEX (EAST) 
ADAMS & JARRETT, 6-18 Norman Road, 
St. Leonard's-on-sea, East Sussex, TN37 6NH, Tel 
(01424) 437165/432398. Stockists of B+W, 
Cabletalk, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, 
NAD, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, Tannoy, Target, 
Yamaha, Talk Electronics, Stands Unique, Dynaudio, 
Musical Fidelity, Denon, Dali, Myryad, Onkyo, Aura. 
Two demo rooms, home trial, AV specialists. Instant 
and interest-free credit available. Open Mon-Sat 9-
5.30. 
JEFFRJES HI-A, 69 London Road, Brighton BN1 4JE. 

BADA 
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Tel (01273) 609431. Hi-fi, home cinema and multi-room 
specialist. Range includes Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Beyer, Chord, Definitive Technology, Denon, KEF, KEF 
Reference, Unn, Unn Knekt, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, 
Nairn, Panasonic, QED, Rega, REL, Rotel, Ruark, 
Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sound Style, Teac, Top Tape, 
Yamaha. 2 de m rooms. Open T ues-Sat. Free palking, 
bus route, credit facilities. Winner Sonyilii-R News Best 
Southern Dealer. http://www.jeffries.co.uk li1om;1 
JEFFRIES HI-R, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street. 
E.astboume BN21 1 SO. Tel (01323) 731336, Fax 
(01323) 416005. Hi-li, home cinema and multi­
room specialist. Range includes Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Beyer, Chord, Definitive Technology, Denon, 
Heybrook, KEF, KEF Reference, Linn, Unn Knekt, 
Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Mordaunt-Short, Nairn, 
Panasonic, QED, Rotel, Ruark, Seleco, Sennheiser, 
Sound Style, Teac, Top Tape, Yamaha. Two demon­
stration rooms. Open lues-Sat. Free parking, bus 
route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best 
Southern Dealer. httpJ!www.jeffries.co.uk li1om;1 
THE P OWERPLANT, 66/67 Upper North Street, 
Bnghton BN1 3FL. Tel (01273) 775978 Fax (01273) 
7 48419 Email: email@powerplant.co.uk Whatever 
your budget we can help you choose from our careful­
ly selected range of todays finest hili and home cine­
ma equipment. Recommended agencies include 
Arcam, Audiolab, ATC, B&W, B&O, Gyrus, Exposure, 
Epos, Unn, Marantz, Micromega, Mark Levinson, Pro 
/le, Rega, QED Systemline, Yamaha. Excellent demon­
stration facilites, Knowledgeable and Friendly Stall. 
Multi Room specialist, CEDIA member. Open T ues -
Sat 1 Oam-6pm late evenings by appointment. All 
major Credit Cards. Full Credit facilities. 

SUSSEX (WEST) 
A1R110 DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. Tei/Fax (01342) 314569. 
www.audiodesigns.co.uk. Hi-Fi, Home cinema & 
Multi-room specialists. Authorised stockists of: 
Arcam, Audiolab, Cabletalk, CasHe, Gyrus, Epos, 
KEF (inc. Reference), Linn (inc. AV51), Loewe, 
Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Pioneer, Quad, Rei, Rotel, 
Sennheiser, Sony, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Tag 
Mdaren, Target, Thorens, Yamaha & more. 3 dedi­
cated demonstration rooms - Hi-Fi & Home cine­
ma. Service dept 0% finance available. 9.30-6.00 
Mon-Sat. 
BOWERS & WILI:INS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 Becket 
Buildings, Littlehampton Road, Worthing, (Near 
T homas a Becket). Tel (01903) 264141. 
Email :  sales@bowersandwilkins.co.uk. 
Web site: www.bowersandwilkins.co.uk. 1 minute 
from A24 & A27. Free local parking. B&W, Denon, 
Harman-Kardon, JBL, Jamo, Marantz, NAD, 
Philips, Solid, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Thorens and 
many more in 4 Dem Rooms. Systems, Hi-Fi and 
Home Cinema, DVD and Projection TV. Service 
Dept, Installations. Open 6 days a week. Access, 
Visa, instant credit to £1 000 subject to status. 
PHASE 3 HI-A, 215 Tarring Road, Worthing, West 
Sussex, BN11 4HW. Tel (01903) 245577. Email: 
�@msn.com. Whether your requirements are 
for the best in HiFi, Home Cinema, Multi room, or 
full systems integration, contact us to discuss 
bespoke systems to match your needs and your 
budget. T hree listening and viewing studios. 
Agencies include, Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Audiolab, B&W, Caste, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Unn 
Knekt, Marantz, Meridian, M&K, Nairn, Pioneer 
Precision, Shearne, Talk Electronics, Yamaha. 
Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm. All major credit 
cards. Full credit facilities. li1om;1 

TYNE AND WEAR 
G LO BAL HI-FI CENTRE, 87a Clayton Street, 
Newcastle-Upon- Tyne. Tel 0191-2303600. 
Stockisls of Major Hi-FI!TV brands. Also stocking 
OVD/Dolby Digital home theatre products and large 
screen TV. Brands include Technics, Yamaha, 
Pioneer, Marantz, Denon, Teac, Rotel,  JVC, 
Panasonic, Toshiba, KEF Audio, REL, Acoustic, 
Energy, Tannoy, Heybrook, Magnat, Project Audio, 
lxos, Stands Unique, Custom Design. Open 9.30 to 
5.30 Mon-Sat. Instant demonstrations available. 
Installation service available. Free 2yr Guarantee on 
most products. Most compettive prices available in 
the North East. Major credit cards accepted. 
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WARWICKSHIRE 
THE LEAMINGTON HI-R COMPANY, 23a Regent 
St, Royal Leamington Spa, WaiWickshire CV32 5EJ. 
thehi-ficompany@dial.pipex.com Tel: (01926) 
888644 Fax: (01926) 887486. E-mail: 
K.brown@bbcnc.org.uk. Accoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Quad, Meridian, Marantz, Denon, Pioneer, 
Yamaha, Nad, Micromega, Mission, Kef, Celestion, 
Atacama, Technics, Trichord, TDL, REL, IXOS. Singl 
speaker dem room. We do not use any compare­
tors. We also have lull demonstration of projecton 
TV with laserdisc and full Pro-Logic systems. Part 
exchange welcome. Please phone or e-mail for 
prices. We have over 200 laserdiscs in stock. Call 
for our latest catalogue. 

WILTSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 60 Fleet St, Swindon SN1 1 RA. Tel: 
(01793) 538222. Fax: (01793) 487260. Email: 
swindon@audio-tco.uk. Open lues-Sat 9.30-6. 
Late Thurs until 8.00. See our main entry under 
Oxford. We also sell Elac, Project, Rega, KEF, 
Proac, Ruark & REL. l.l1i1!1.;1 
SALISBURY HI-FI LTD ,  15 Catherine Street, 
Salisbul)', Wiltshire SP1 2DF. Tel (01722) 322169. 
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, Ruark, Sony, 
Yamaha. 2 Dem rooms. Friendly relaxed atmos­
phere. Professional advice. Home dem available. 
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial 
facilities. Access, Visa, Amex. Interest free credit. 
Instant credit. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30 li1om;1 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
AUDIO EXCEU.EHCE, Independence House, The 
Trinity, Worcester WR1 2PN. Tel: (01905) 619059. 
Fax: (01905) 619085. Open lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. 
Evening dems by appointment. Closed Mon. For 
full details see our entry under Cardiff in the Wales 
secton. li1om;1 

YORKSHIRE (EAST) 
TliE AUDIO ROOM , 2 George Street, Hedon, Nr Hull 
HU12 8JH. Tel: 01482 896166/01482 891375. 
Superb 1st floor showrooms and demonstrations 
rooms are open. We are authorised agents for 
Accurus, Alchemist, Atacama, Audiovector, B&W, 
Base, CR Developmenls, Classe, Gable Talk, Chord 
Go, Dali, Denon, Grado, Helios, Jamo (concert only), 
Lavardin, Linn, Marantz, Monrio, Musical Fidelity, 
NAD, Nea� Opera, Onkyo, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-Ject, 
QED, Quad, Sonic Link, Sonneteer, Soundstyle, 
Stands Unique, Talk Electronics and more. Open 
Mon-Sat 9am-7pm. Credit facilities, home demon­
strations available. Friendly, unbiased, peiSOnal ser­
vice guaranteed. 
ZEN AUDIO, 35 George St, H ull. Tel (01482) 
587397. Comlomble listening rooms; Home dems; 
PeiSOnal, friendly service; Free installations. Agencies 
include: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Aura, Audiolab, 
Atacama, Audio Note, Audion, B&W, Cable Talk, The 
Chord Company, Conrad-Johnson, D.P.A, Densen, 
Denon, E.A.R., Graff, Harbeth, Heybrook, Impulse, 
KEF, Meridian, Mlchell, Monitor Audio, Mordaunt­
Short, NAD, NAIM, Pioneer, Pro-Ac, Rega, REL, 
Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sheame Audio, Stands 
Unique, Sugden, Spendor, Sonic Link, TEAC, Unison 
Research . . .  and many others. 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL MEG ASTORE, lngleby 
Road, (Gi�ington), Bradford, BOB 9AN. Tel (01274) 
575000. The North's biggest electrical megastore. 
Evel)' top brand & best buy at guaranteed unbeat­
able prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Bose, Celestion, 
Denon,  Grundig,  Hitachi,  Jamo, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mitsubishi, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, 
Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 3 
Dedicated Hi-Fi & NV Demo rooms, no appoint­
menls required. Service department, free installa­
tion. Free parking, Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. 
Interest free credit. Open Mon - Fri 9.30-8.00, Sat 
9.30-6.00, Sun 11.00-5 00. 
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL SUPERSTORE , The Clock 
Buildings (formerly the Clock Cinema), Roundhay 
Road, Leeds (on the junction of the A 58 & Roundhay 
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Road), LSB 2SH. Tel (0113) 2351701. Leed's largest 
range of Hi-R separates & systems including all the 
best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa, 
Akai, B&W, Bang & Olufsen, Bose, castle, Celestion, 
Denon, Hitachi, JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Mission, Mitsubishi, Mordaunt Short, NAO, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Rote!, Sony, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, 
Yamaha. 2 Dedicated Hi-R Demo rooms and 2 AN 
Demo rooms, no appointments necessary. Service 
department, free installation, home trial facilities. Free 
parking. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest free 
credit. Open Mon - Wed 10.00-6.00, T hurs - Fri 
10.00-8.00, Sat 9.30-5.30, Sun 11.00-5.00. 
IMAGE 11-Ft, 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1 1 QE. 
Tel (01924) 200272. Fax (01924) 200404. The finest 
in Home Cinema, Muitiroom installation and classic 
stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, Gyrus, Denon, 
Linn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha DSP. Open 
Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5.30pm. li1ili1i1 
IMAGE 11-Ft, 8 St Annes Road, Headingley, Leeds, 
LS6 3NX. Tel (0113) 2789374, Fax (0113) 2754252. 
The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation 
and dassic stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, Gyrus, 
Denon, Linn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha DSP. 
Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 6.00pm. li1ili1i1 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BALLYMENA 
AUDIO AUDIO HI-FI SPECIALISTS Telephone 
01266 822128/Fax 01266 822128. Arcam, Rega, 
Denon, Sugden, Alchemist, Totem, Acoustic Energy, 
Tangen� Ortofon, Audioquest, QED, lxos, Chord Go., 
Apollo, Soundstyle, Demonstrations by appointment. 
Evening demos our speciality. Ask about our free cus­
tomer care package. We can also be contacted in the 
evening at the above telephone number. 

BELFAST 
LYRIC HI-FI, 161/3 Stranmillis Road, Belfast. 
Tel (01232) 381296. Demonstration and Installation 
of the finest Hi-R, Home Cinema and Muiti-room sys­
tems, including Arcam, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Loewe, 
Mission, Nairn, Yamaha and many more. Our experi­
ence will help you to choose the right system for your 
needs. Open Mon-Sat 1 0-6, Late night Thurs. dosed 
all day Wednesday. 

THE HI-FI SHOP, Bruce House, Bruce Street, 
Belfast, BT2 7JD, Tel (01232) 327 604. Product lines 
indude Arcam, Audiolab, B&O, B&W, castle, Chario, 
Kes�ck Audio, Micromega and Rotel. Dem room and 
Ean Gray available. Service Dept, free installation, 
home trial facilities. Access and Visa, instant and 
interest free credrt. Open lues-Sat 10am-6pm. 

DUNGANNON 
KRDNDS HI-FI, 7 Scotch Street Centre, Dungannon 
BT?O 1AR. Tel (01868) 753606. Fax: 753006, Email: 
David@KronosHi-Fi.demon.co.uk, website: 
h t t p:/ / w w w .  K r o n o s H  i - Fi . d e  m o n .  c o .  u k 
We have one of the largest ranges of quality Hi-R in 
Ireland. Our agencies include Absolute Sounds, 
Apogee, Audion, Audiomeca, Blueprint,  BOW 
Technology, Cadence, Copeland, Densen, 
Frameworks, Harman Kardon, Helios, JBL, Kelly, 
Kimber, Klipsch, Living Voice, Lyra, LFD, Marantz, 
Michell, MIT, Musical Rdelity, Nottingham Analogue, 
Oracle, Orelle, OLN, Rogers, Roksan, Rote!, Ruark, 
Silver Sounds, SME, Triangle, Trichord, Unison, UKD, 
Wilson Benesch, YBA and much more. Demo rooms 
for Hi-R and AN. Free instalation, home demos and 
home trial. Access and Visa. Credrt induding instant 
and interest free. Multi-Room specialists. Open Mon­
Fri 9.30-5.30. Closed Wed. Sat 10-5. We are also 
open any evening by appointment. 

SCOTLAND 

EDINBURGH 
MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd., Edinburgh EH6 
5QG. Tel (0131) 555 3963 or Fax (0131) 555 3964. 
Audio Research, Copland, Nairn Audio, Krell, Roksan, 
Marantz, AVI, Rote!, Grado, Transparant Audio, Theta 
Oigrtal, Wilson Benesch, Quadrospire, Stands Unique, 
Sequence, Target, Ortofon, Ringmat Michell, Project, 
Tannoy, Jecklin Float, Crimson, Sonus Faber, Wilson 
Audio, ProAc , Alchemist, Teac, Martin Logan, Revox, 

BADA 

Goldring, Koetsu. Listening Rooms, Free Parking, 
Workshop, Delivery and Installation. Open Monday to 
Saturday 1 Oam-6pm. Gall Mark, John, Raoul or Mike 
for information or directions. 

DUNDEE 
JD BROWN. Tel: 01382 226591. Fax: (01382) 
229994. Email: jdb@jdbrown.demon.co.uk. Sounds 
perfect at JD Brown. Exceptional quality and profes­
sional service at Dundee's premier Hi-R store. Open 6 
days a week 9.30-5.30. Outside of these hours 
demonstrations are available by appointment Main 
dealers for Arcam, Rote!, Tag McLaren, Marantz, 
Technics, Sony, Mission & B&W. 

GLASGOW 
GLASGOW ANALOGUE STUDIO, 3 Boghead Road, 
Lenzie, Glasgow G66 4EG Tel (0141) 776 3642. 
Illusion of music systems for the vinyl enthusiast 
featuring turntables, arms and cartridges from 
Nottingham Analogue, amplifiers from Croft and 
loudspeakers from Dantax. Experience the beauty 
of music in our relaxed and friendly listening room. 
Demonstration by appointment only. Free installa­
tion anywhere in Sco�and. 

KEVIN GALLOWAY AUDIO, P h one: 0 1 5 6 3  
574185. Fax: 0 1 5 6 3  5 7 3 2 0 7 .  Audio  Physic ,  
Accuphase, Audion, Basis, DCS, EMP, JM Lab, Pink 
Triangle, Oracle, Elemental Audio, Totem, Living 
Vo ice ,  S i r ius ,  LFD,  Yamanura,  Churc hi l l ,  
Electrocompaniet, Sugden,  Nagra,  Tara Labs. 
Nat ionwide de l ivery  and instal lat ion.  
Demonstration by appointment. 

LOUD & CLEAR, 520 St Vincent St, Finnieston, 
Glasgow, G3 8XZ Tel (0141) 221 0221 or visit us at 
www.loud-dear.co.uk. Glasgow's finest and friend­
liest HiR store, combining knowledeable advice with 
specially selected products and the best of service. 
Three comfortable demonstration rooms, full service 
and instalation facilities, interest free credrt on select­
ed products. Product lines include Nairn Audio, 
Exposure, Alchemist, Rega, Tag McLaren, Musical 
Rdelity, Marantz, Denon, Rote!, Acoustic Energy, Kef, 
Kef Reference, Monitor Audio, Tannoy, Proac, VdH, 
Chord Co, DNM, Ash Design, Stands Unique. Open 
lues-Sat 10am-6pm. ?pm on Thurs. Complimentary 
parkng at PC Wond, Rnnieston St. 

WALES 

CLWYD 
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham 
Tel (01978) 364500. Audio VISUal specialists. Arcam, 
Bose, Boston, B&W, Celestion, Gastle, Denon, GLL, 
Harman-Kardon, Jamo, JBL, Marantz, Michell, 
Mission, Mordaunt-Short, Musical Rdelity, Myryad, 
NAD, Micromega, Quad, Rote!, Rogers, Roksan, 
Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, TDL, UKD, Yamaha OSP mem­
ber. Demonstration room, installation service. Easy 
parking and motorway access. Access, Visa etc. 

SOUTH GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCEllENCE, 134/6 Crwys Road, Cardiff 
CF24 4NR. Tel: (029) 2022 8565. Fax: (029) 2039 
8201. Email: info@audio-excellence.co.uk. Website: 
www.audio-excellence.co.uk. Open lues-Sat 9.00-
5.30. Evening dems by appointment. Closed Mon. 
The best in Hi-R and Home Cinema carefully selected 
and demonstrated by knowledgeable and friendly 
staff, at prices to suit all budgets. Choose from 
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, B&W, Cabletalk, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord, Cura, Gyrus, Denon, Dynavector, 
KEF, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, NAO, Nairn, 
Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer, ProAc, Quad, Rega, REL, 
Rote!, Seleco, Sennheiser, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, 
Teac, Yamaha. Comfortable listening rooms, delivery 
and installation, home trials, part exchange, 3 year 
guarantee on hi-fi separates, 30 day free upgrade 
scheme, in-house workshops, full cred� facilities m 

interest free on selected �ems. li1ili1i1 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High St, Swansea SA 1 
1LE.Tel (01792) 474608. Fax: (01792) 645087. 
Open lues-Sat 9.30-5.30. Late Wed until 8.00. 
Closed Mon. For full details see our entry under 
Cardiff albove. li1ili1i1 
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" THE MOST AMAZING 
NEW RANGE TO HIT 
THESE SHORES FOR 

DECADES." 
Single ended class A driver stage_ 

Fully balanced or single ended input. 

Integral mains filtering and regulation_ 

Models available: 

* 1200 Integrated Amplifier * 

* PI Pre-Amplifier * 

* A 300 Stereo Power Amplifier * 

* M 300 Mono Block Amplifiers * 

* T I CD Transport * 

* CD I Integrated CD Player * 

* CDS S.O.A. Integrated CD Player * 

" GIVE YOURSELF AN ADVANTAGE -AN 

ABSOLUTELY STUNNING RANGE" 

CALL FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER TO:-



0 Dial (0930) 110118, from the 
handset of your lax machine, 
which must be switched to 'tone'. 
You will be connected to an 
automated switchboard. The 
system works using a series of 
index numbers corresponding to 
individual reviews and features, 
which are printed in The Directory. 

f) The switchboard will offer you a 
number of actions to choose from. 
If you know the index number of 
the reprint you seek, enter it on 
your lax machine's handset when 
prompted to do so. Alternatively, 
you may request an index of stored 
pages, at all times using the 
handset of your lax machine and 
following the voice prompts. 

0 To select two or three 
documents, press • between each 
one selected and press# to finish. 

0 Your chosen documents will 
then be sent to your lax machine. 

HAVE HI-FI CHOICE DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR EVERY MONTH! 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES START AT JUST £14.97 
-SEE PAGE 27 FOR DETAILS! -

THE SEPTEMBER 1999 EDITION OF 
HI-FI CHOICE WILL BE ON SALE THURSDAY 

29 JULY 1999. DON'T MISS IT! 
. . 

Jul Au ust 1999 H I:FJ CliOitEl l29 



NORTHERN IRELAND HI-FI SHOW REPORT 

You might not think BeHast would be an audiophile haven, but the success of the 
Northern Ireland Hi-Fi Show proved otherwise. Andrew Rothwell paid it a visit 

T
he Northern Ireland Hi-Fi Show 

held at the Stormont Hotel in 

Belfast may have been one of the 

UK's smaller shows, but what a great 

show it was. This is just a selection of the 

new, newsworthy, or simply outrageous 

kit we found. 

The Michell(frichord room had a 
system comprising the GyroDec 'SE' and 
Trichord's third generation Genesis CD 
player as sources and Inner Sound Isis 
speakers, elegant hybrids with an 
electrostatic panel mounted above a small 
transmission line bass unit at £2,000. 
Michell had the Delphini, a new phono 
stage available with a basic PSU for £495. 

Making its debut in the GT Audio room 
was the Tron Retro valve preamp. At 
£4,000 it wasn't the cheapest at the show, 

but at least it has 
a phono stage. 
Tron also had 
one of the 
wackiest items at 
the show, a valve 
mains synthe­
siser called the 
Disc Drive which 
uses KT88s to 
generate a 50 

Watt output, or 
5881s for 25 

Watts. The latter 
is £1,250 while 
the big 'un costs 
£1,495. Equally 
bizarre is Purist 
Audio's Aqueous 

Choice tries out the latest speakers, with offerings 

from the likes of Blue Room, Heybrook, JM Lab, IDL, 

JBL, Mission, Tannoy, Triangle, B&W, Castle, Celestion, 

Sonus and Rega. We put 13 models in three price 

groups, from £200 to £600, through their paces. 

STANDS THAT DELIVER? 

Not content simply to take David Vlllian's word for it on 
the suitability of bargaintastic lkea tables as superb 

stands, Lee Dunkley takes a Super Test look at the 

specialist end of the market, with supports from likes of 
Aavic, Audiophile Furniture, Atacama, Soundstyle, Sound 

Organisation, Avid and Bemental. 
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speaker cable, which is 
housed in a water­
filled jacket. They 
don't say what type of 
water it is - mineral or 
spring, still or fizzy -
but it's surely only a 
matter of time before 
the liquid dielectrics 
debate starts. A l.Sm 
pair costs £390. The 
wet wire was used with 

a pair of ARS Acoustica speakers. As a 
brand name, ARS wouldn't be my first 
choice for attracting customers, but I'm 
sure there's some logic behind it. 

The Audiophile Club had the French­
made BC Acoustique range, notable for its 

"Purist Audio's Aqueous 
speaker cable is housed in 

a water-fllled jacket. They 
don't say what type of 

water it is -- mineral or 
spring, still or f'Izzy ... " 

high sensitivity. There are 12 speakers in 
the range, half of which share the same 
unusual shape- floorstanders which are 
narrower at the top than the bottom. 
Prices range from £560 to £3,140. Also 
present was the Arcici air-filled support, a 
high-tech rack from the US which costs 
from £275 for a small isolation platform 
up to £1,855 for a five-shelf rack. 

And guess what type of cable was used 
to connect this lot up? More water-filled 
stuff, this time from Shinpy 
ofltaly. A pair of 1m 
interconnects will cost 
you the princely sum 
of £1,995. And you 
thought Perrier was 
expensive ... 

Across the corridor was 
Ruark with the new Sol us. This 
£1,200 speaker is the baby of the 
Sterling range, so named because 

of its silver wiring. Exceptional bass 
extension is claimed for this smallish 
standmounter by virtue of its very long 
throw carbon bass driver. 

Northern Ireland's own valve amp 
specialist. Arion. had a room full of new 
products. The Triton is a push-pull 40 

Watter, while the Nereus is a single-ended 
300B design. Arion also had a pair of 
prototype speakers playing at levels 
you've no right to expect from a handful 
ofWatts. Sensitivity is claimed to be 96dB 
and the expected price is £2,095. 

Preparing for the new digital formats 
was Picture The Sound with an AV 
preamp from Anthem called the AVM 2, 
a combined surround processor<um­
preamp. It'll handle any digital info you 
can throw at it, and it even has a tuner 
built in. Prices look to be around £2.500. 

Back to vinyl and yet another product 
making its debut. The Acutus turntable 
from Avid is a heavyweight design with a 
very thick platter and a suspension 
system which seems to work perfectly. 
Very impressive- but at £4,000, it should 
be. Sharing the Avid room were Cadence 
Speakers and Audion Electronics - worthy 
of the 'Best Room at Show' accolade. 

UKD had some new Italian amps. The 
Pathos Classic One SOW hybrid has a valve 
front end and a very sleek appearance for 
£995. Aanvil Audio was showing off its 
Meracus Onesta integrated amp, a 
distinctive offering with glass top and 
styling which it appears was inspired by 
an Aztec temple. It has its piano black 
paintwork done by Steinway- who better 
to do a piano finish?- and costs £2,395. 

Another French manufacturer at the 
show, Siemel. was demonstrating its 

new HY20 integrated amplifier. a 
hybrid design pushing out 20 

Watts via toroidal output 
transformers. The box 

is huge and hot, and 
has a hand-finished 
walnut front panel­
not bad for £1,750. 

Now that there's more than one DAB tuner on the 

market we can see just how good the alternatives are 

and whether the limitations we initially encountered have 

been sorted out by the hardware manufacturers - or, for 

that matter, the Broadcasting Corporation that we so 

generously sponsor. 

HIGH-END LOVELIES 

Look out for a scoop review of Rotel's RCD-991, a giant 

slaying £500 CD player. Plus high-end reviews of 

Copland's 402 valve amp, the Advantage CDS and the 

Wilson benesch AG 2s. • The September issue will 

be on sale from Thursday 29 July 1999. 
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