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Imagine, if you will, standing in your
living room. You've read about DCC, but
words cannot fully describe what you are
hearing from your new Marantz DCC deck.

It sounds like the original recording.
Clean and pure as mountain air. Beautifully
captured and perfectly reflected in the pure
blue waters of digital technology.

How, you may be asking, do we achieve
such a faithful sound from our new DD-92
and DD-82 DCC decks?

Could it be our 18-bit A/D converter.

Or our unique DAC-T7 bitstream converter -

also 18-bit. Perhaps it's the know-how
gained from our 40 year hi-fi heritage.
Let your ears be the judge.

See, hear, and feel the Marantz DCC
experience for yourself at your nearest
Marantz dealer.

Marantz DCC. Treasures the soul and

integrity of the original recording.
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The ears still have it

(page 51) and Paul Messenger (page 176)

sing the praises of one of the most
successful consumer electronics shows to hit
the UK for a long time, Live "93.

The success of the show, held at Olympia
towards the end of September, is due in no
small part to the
willingness of many
hi-fi makers present to
mix it with video and
computer exhibitors,
moving away from
the notion that hi-fi
can continue to
operate in a vacuum.

The simple fact is
that in this day and

I n this issue of Hi-Fi Choice, both Barry Fox

Sl'm()ﬂ Davies age, there are many
. , different products
@xpl@@ng %hy competing for our

hard-earned dispos-
able income, and hi-fi
must fight its corner
against videos,
computers, computer
games and a whole
raft of related

hi-fi is ideally

placed to take
advantage of
the AV boom.

4

UPDATE
Our regular round up of the latest hi-fi news
and views. Plus, the brightest new products,
just in time for Christmas.

16

SESSIONS
Tantalizing tasters of hi-fi sundries, ranging
from book and album reviews to a look at a
high-end amplifier from Perception and
Hitachi's latest Pro-Logic TV.

39

Hevp!
Your chance to quiz the experts and get
some straightforward advice on all your hi-fi
hang-ups and queries.

hardware and software technologies.

Long gone are the days when every home
simply had to have a hi-fi system. Today, it's
more likely that a TV or home computer is
the automatic first choice, with hi-fi coming
further down the option list.

So is this the end for hi-fi as we know it?
Far from it. As Live 93 clearly
demonstrated, there is still a very
healthy interest in quality sound,
alongside top notch TV pictures,
faster and faster home computers
and ever more sophisticated
computer games. The trick is to
realise that all these technologies
can work hand in hand, rather than
competing head on all the time.

Our test of nine audio video
switching amplifiers in this issue (page 90)
serves to illustrate the point. Not only do
these amplifiers function as normal stereo
amps, but they are also equipped with
surround sound decoders and switching that
enables them to recreate the sound of the
cinema in your living room too.

As with conventional stereo amplifiers,
there are good examples of the breed and not
so good ones. But, as Paul Miller and our

€

vdH’s metal-less cables (above) and TDL’s
smallest speakers (below left), in Sessions.

45
WRITE ON

Tell us what ruffles your feathers or lightens
your heart when it comes to hi-fi.

__ Coumns |
21st CeNTURY Fox
Barry Fox weighs up the success of Live ‘93

and speculates on what will happen to the
likes of the smaller specialist hi-fi shows.

The first winner to take the chequered flag
drives away with superb Alpine in-car hi-fi
in our £2,500 competition, page 48.
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listening panel discovered, the final
buying decision is determined by quality of
sound rather than technical sophistication.

The significance of this finding cannot be
overstated. While pin sharp TV images and
the ability to recreate the sound of a concert
hall, theatre or even a disco may be desirable,
once the novelty has worn off it is
the ability of the equipment to play
music and produce an enjoyable
sound that will determine whether
or not it receives house space.

¢ Great CD giveaway!
¢ On the front cover of this month's
) issue, we are giving away a
compilation CD from Edelweiss
featuring the piano playing of
Daniel Levy. Daniel is one of Edelweiss' most
accomplished artists, and the collection
features over 68 minutes of his finest work.
You can find out more about the way
your CD was recorded on page 35, along
with an interview with Daniel himself where
he talks about the influences that have
shaped his life and musical career.
If the free CD is missing from the cover,
please tell your newsagent at once.

176

PeErRsONAL MESSAGES
Paul Messenger takes a nostalgic look at hi-fi
shows old and new.

35

Once again Choice offers an exclusive
Audiophile CD. Read the full background to
the Edelweiss piano recitals by Daniel Levy.

43

COMPETITION
A chance to win fabulous in-car entertain-
ment from Alpine. Over £2,500 of car
stereo equipment to be won.




The Reviews
64

STACK SYSTEMS
A comprehensive guide on what to look for
in the latest stack systems. Comparative, blind
tests of six complete systems, ranging from
the beautiful to the featureful.

81

CoNcLUsIONs, BEST Buys AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
A summary of the reviews and a complete
list of the features on all six systems.

You have been surrounded! Nine AV amps
fill the Choice pages with cinema sound.

90
AV AMPLIFIERS
AV amplifiers for surround sound systems in
the home. Nine of the latest models line up
to battle it out for the laurels.

m

ConNcLusioNs, BEstT Buys AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
A handy round-up of the winners and
runners up from the group test.

114

CoRrbLEss HEADPHONES
Three specialist infra-red headsets are pitted
against each other in the quest for the best
headphone that won't tie you down.

28

STATEMENTS
This month, we focus on
Scandanavia, with a Copland
pre/power combination and a
pair of horn-loaded Horning
Agathon speakers.

Midi mayhem as six complete systems are
put through their paces by our testers.

54

ASPIRATIONS
Former Genesis guitarist Steve Hackett on
why he's just a frustrated harmonica player.

84
McInTosH THX sYsTEM

A first review of the system that brings the
magic of the movies into your living room.

Choice Matte |

13
Cowming Up
January's issue includes tests on speakers, in-
car hi-fi and integrated valve amplifiers, as
well as a moster £3,000 Sony competition.

CHoOICE SUBSCRIPTIONS

Get a copy of your favourite hi-fi magazine
delivered to your door.

127
ReADER CLASSIFIEDS

The ideal opportunity to rumage for those
audio bargains and pick up a hi-fi classic.

170

ReADER’s OFFERS
Where else you can find audiophile
recordings and the finest accessories in hi-fi?

The Directory

129
THe CHoice DIRECTORY
A comprehensive listing of all the current
products that Hi-Fi Choice has ever tested,
with measurements and comments from the
reviewers (not the manufacturer's brochure).

l Look ma, no wires! We round-
up three of the latest
cordless infra-red
headphones, page 114.
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CHOICE NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

New amp heralds RBS”(’S arival

A £799 line level integrated
amplifier spearheads an attack on
the UK hi-fi market by specialist
German manufacturer Restek,
distributed by Analogue Technolo-
gies International Ltd in Surrey.

Called the Challenger, the new
amplifier marks something of a
departure for Restek which is better
known in Europe for its upmarket
range of electronics. This range from
the £1,149 Sector line level
preamplifier to the £5,999 Exponent
monobloc power amplifier.

The Challenger has no phono
input, tone controls or remote
control, but it will drive 4 or 8 ohm
speakers (260 and 150 watts
respectively) and is even claimed to
operate down to 2 ohms, for use
with difficult speaker loads.

Eight line level inputs are
provided, and the Challenger can be
upgraded by the addition of an
external preamplifier, or by bridging
it to create a monobloc power
amplifier. Ultimately, it can be
upgraded into dual monoblocs using

R

Cool, calm and confident, the Restek Challenger is easily upgraded.

an external preamplifier.

A chrome front panel is standard
but, in common with all Restek
products, the Challenger can be
ordered with alternative extra cost
finishes such as anodised black,
brass, rhodium, platinum and gold.

Also new from Restek is the
stylish Matinee system comprising a

Respect in every Aspect

A pair of piano lacquer Aspect
1.1s unsuccesfully attempt to
hide behind some lillies.

4 Hi-Fi Choice December 1993

Jordan Watts has produced
the £1,695 Aspect 1.1, its first
two-way, floorstanding
loudspeaker.

Intended to be the front-
runner in a series, designer
Ted Jordan has used his
distinctive aluminium foil
cones to produce a speaker
that’s claimed to have excel-
lent dispersion due to the
hexagonal cabinet and the
flexible nature of the drive
units. The Aspect I.] uses a
125mm bass driver operating
from 25Hz and a 50mm
tweeter that reaches 27kHz.

Improved cabinet building
and optional marbled and
piano finishes mean that the
Aspect I.1, claims Jordan
Watts, will look good for years
to come. 2 081-985 1646

CD player, tuner, matching pre and
power amplifier (with separate
power supply) and the Saga 3
three-way loudspeakers. The
components are available separately
and, as with all Restek products,
come with a three year warranty.
Prices have yet to be confirmed.

= 081-770 9553

What, no tubes?

Valve amp specialist Audio
Innovations has crossed the line into
solid state electronics with the £299
Alto, a very stylish little integrated
amp that is completely valve-free.
Apart from being unusually
aerodynamic, courtesy of industrial
designer Graham Allen, the Alto has
four line inputs, two tape loops and
a 35 watt output.

By using carefully selected
components in a simple circuit, the
Alto is designed to provide
Audio Innovations
quality at an entry
level price.
= (0305)
761017

Optimal Sugden digits

Sugden has introduced the
£599 Optima CD player to
complement its existing, but
more expensive, CD players,
transports and D/A convert-
ers. The Optima uses the same
Philips CDM-9 laser head and
922 loading mechanism as the
£1,000 SDT-I CD player, and
boasts a 16-bit, four times
oversampling multibit DAC
chip.

The Optima has a digital
output, an attractively sparse
facia and a basic remote
control. A more ‘sophisti-
cated’ remote is available as
an option. & (0924) 404088

Polk bialances the dynamics

American loudspeaker giant Polk
Audio is introducing its S Series to the
UK The S Series benefits from what
Polk calls ‘full field quasi-heterodyne
laser interferometry’ testing which is
said to help minimise unwanted
cabinet resonance and resulted in
another Polk'ism: Dynamic Balance.
The four-strong range of two-way
designs starts with the £199.90 S4,
which has a 25mm tweeter and
| 65mm mineral filled woofer in a
compact reflex cabinet, and works its
way through the £299.90 S6 and
£449.90 S8 to the £599.90 S10. The
S10is an American style floorstander
with a 190mm woofer and 254mm
bass radiator. All four offer healthy
sensitivity and use Polk's own Dynamic
Balance drivers. @ (0727) 82731 |

The Wing comes
to audio amplification
courtesy of the Audio
Innovations Alto integrated.



\ oSound Century, available in any colour as lon

The 20th Century B&0

Bang & Olufsen is making its
way into the realms of afford-
able, high-tech hi-fi systems
with the £995 BeoSound
Century, a complete system
with CD player, tape deck and
radio. Supposedly aimed at a
younger audience, in many

Beyerdynamic’s latest infra-red
cans the IRS890s let you listen in
wireless luxury.

Beyers latest quartet

Beyerdynamic has introduced
four new models to its
extensive headphone range.
The £49.99 DT331 and £69.99
DT431 are open backed,
circumaural designs with
large, removable earpads,
OFC cable and gold-plated
dual size jack plugs.

The top of the range £229
DT911 now has an S suffix and
boasts a 4dB improvement in
bass response due to im-
proved ear cushion design.

Finally, the IRS790 infra-red
model (reviewed in this issue,
see page | 14), now has a
bigger brother in the form of
the £199 IRS890, which
features an improved trans-
mitter and circumaural
earpads. @ (0273) 47941 |

respects the Century is much
like the dearer 2500 portable,
having glass doors which open
automatically, remote control
and built in active loudspeak-
ers which can be finished in
green, blue, red or grey cloth.
The Century is not portable

Top hat brin
power fo vi

Hot on the heels of the successful
Michell amplifier range comes the
new Gyropower QC power supply for
the long-standing Gyrodec turntable.
Top Hat' styled to match both
the Gyrodec and the Alecto power
amplifiers, the £349 Trichord-
designed Gyropower QC allows
Gyrodec users to switch speeds
electronically and filters the power
supply to the turntable, which is
claimed to
drastically
lower
motor
noise.
Looking 4
under =

as its green,

as such but is designed to be
flexible and easy to use,
especially as its control
buttons light up only when
required. Features include
synchronous CD recording,
automatic skip tuning on the
radio and something called
adaptive bass linearisation —
which must qualify it for the
Nobel prize in technobabble.
= (0452) 307377

S MOre

|

the lid, the Gyropower QC features
high-quality, surface mounted
components.

In addition, for those who buy
the Gyrodec with a Gyropower QC as
a complete package, the combined
price is £996 without arm, saving
£50 on the two sold separately.

@ 081-953 0771

Gyropower QC: probably the

dinkiest power supply around.

In Brief

David Ostick, furniture designer, has
produced a range of clean looking CD
storage shelves. Prices start at £65 for
a 500 disc unit. @ (0865) 251887

Philips has created the £99 Voice
Commander remote control for the
couch potatoes among us. It allows
you to program your TV, video
recorder or satellite tuner by simply
speaking to it. The Voice Commander
can recognise up to four different
voices, so you and your family will
never have to press a button again.
= (081) 689 2166

Aston Audio is holding a series of
musical evenings over the coming
weeks. November 4th is for the latest
Arcam kit, on November |7th
Meridian’s 500 Series will be in action
and December Ist will be a Mission
extravanganza. Call for tickets.

= (0625) 582704

KEF has negotiated a licence to build
the classic BBC designed LS3/5A
loudspeaker. KEF has always
manufactured the drive units and
crossovers for the design, so it was a
logical step to take over where
Rogers left off when it gave up the
licence. @ (0622) 672261

Counterpoint has announced the
launch of the £1,499 DA-I | transport
to match the upgradable DA-/0 D/A
converter tested in November. The
front-loading DA-1 | incorporates a
low-jitter clock, memory buffers
claimed to reduce input/output data
signal modulation and a wealth of
outputs. & 061-777 8522

The Onkyo brand of electronics has
returned to these shores courtesy of
NAD Marketing. & 081-343 3240

TDK is moving into the battery

market with a range of alkaline cells
that are mercury and b
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The Bose® Lifestyle® Music Systems

Finally, the simple beau

of music.

Lifelike sound.
Elegance. Simplicity.

Born from a new
system technology

“No visible speakers, no stack of components,
nothing that looks like sound equipment... Hit the
start button and suddenly the room fills with music
of exemplary clarity and fullness.”
Hans Fantel, The New York Times

Now you can get this revolutionary award f/j;;
winning music system. Fill your home with |
the power and simple beauty of music —
instead of bulky, complicated equipment.

Listen to Stereo Everywhere® Speakers and enjoy
lifelike sound at any volume level. The system is
easier to use than your telephone. With the radio
controlled handset you can operate the entire
system from anywhere in your home - upstairs,
downstairs, through walls, even from outside.
Choose the Bose Lifestyle® Music System that suits
you best — and let it grow with your demands.
Spend only minutes for a demonstration at your
Bose Dealer — and have music for a lifetime!

For full details on your nearest Bose dealer call
FREEPHONE BOSE 0800 317533

Better sound through research.

BOSE LIMITED, TRINITY TRADING ESTATE, SITTINGBOURNE, KENT ME10 2PD



Sennheiser expresses itself

Sennheiser has replaced its 400
Series with the 300 Expression
range. This distinctively styled range
is designed to be more comfortable
as a result of reduced weight and
better ergonomics. There are three
models in the range, the £39.95 HD
320, the 54.95 HD 330 and the
£64.95 HD 340, the latter two
featuring copper clad alloy wire for
the voice colls.

The Expression line features the
same OFC cabling and open backed
design as previous Sennheisers.
= (0628) 85081 |

Right: Sennheiser's Expression
range features radical looks and
cables routed to one side only.

Deflex damping Dynamics

Spectra Dynamics has taken a
scientific look at the problem of
internal damping in speaker enclo-
sures and developed Deflex panels

Available to the speaker manufac-
turer and enthusiast alike, Deflex
panels are made of a soft polymer
with a computer-designed pattern of
concentric circles which are designed
to control unwanted energy within the
cabinet.

A single 27.9 by 20.3cm Deflex
panel costs £7.95, and Spectra
Dynamics recommends that as much
of the internal surface as possible be
covered for maximum benefit.
However, it's claimed that treating one
panel can produce significant benefits
Deflex is designed to replace existing
wadding and bitumen which Spectra
claims have a muffling effect on the
sound. @ (0745) 570194

12 bore Hardcore

Ixos Hardcore 12 is a new
speaker cable from the Path
Group that features six
individually shielded strands
per conductor, which means it
can be used for single, bi and
tri-wiring. Also included is an
earth cable which can be used
pseudo balanced fashion to
reduce RFl induced noise.

Each conductor in the £5
per metre Hardcore 12 is
0.7mm diameter copper
encased in a Mylar shield and a
plastic cover. These are
arranged star quad style
around a non-conductive core.
= (0494) 441736

The Aeon factor

Gamma Acoustics is a new valve amp manufacturer with an
attitude, a factor evident in the literature design for the
company’s £5,000 Aeon monoblok power amplifiers. The Aeon is
‘‘a hand-built statement of audiophile dedication’ according to
the blurb, and looking at the amp’s credentials it’s not hard to
see why. The Aeon is a class A, single-ended design using a
direct-heated 21 | triode and what is claimed to be a unique
circuit topology — a rare thing in valve amplifiers.

Gamma claims to have mastered the technique of cancelling
the distortion generated by one stage of the amp with that of
the next, and employs output transformers with a claimed
bandwidth of 10Hz to 65kHz. The Aeon uses silver internal
wiring and custom made components throughout.

& (0753) 526939

In Brief

» cadmium free and are claimed to
last 20 times longer than a conven-
tional alkaline battery.

= (0737) 773773

Hi-Fi '94, Bristol's premier hi-fi show,
will be held at the Marriott Hotel
from Friday February |8th to Sunday
February 20th next year.

Classic FM's Quentin Howard has
become the first presenter to
regularly broadcast live from the
comfort of his own living room,
courtesy of British Telecom's digital
telephone system, called Integrated
Services Digital Network. Quentin’s
Six of the Best quiz show can be heard
between 10pm and midnight every
Saturday.

Soundstyle is bringing its colourful and
chunky styling to the world of CD
storage with a five shelf rotating
system that will store up to 250 discs.
Available in red, green, two blues,
grey and black, the Soundstyle CD
Storage System costs £199.95.

= (0284) 701101

Soundstyle’s CD Storage
System: it’s big enough to
support a midi system.

Phoenix, the Netherlands based
Goldmund accessories distributor is
on hand to help anyone having trouble
with Goldmund gear. Service and
maintenance are only a phone call
away. & (010 31 32420) 3000

Tandberg distributor Esoteric Audio
Imports has set up two service
centers, PRP Electronics in Notting-
ham @ (0777) 81851 |, and Howards
of Exeter & (0392) 58518.

Harman International Industries is
currently negotiating a minority
interest in Madrigal Audio, manufac-
turers of the high-end Mark Levinson
and Proceed brands. In addition,»
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The Sound of Silence.

AX-A662BK

Crosstalk, noise interference, signal degradation. All dirty words as far as we're concerned.
That's why the JVC AX-A662BK amplifier has no such vices.

Featuring separate heat sinks and 'Advanced Super A’ circuitry
for left and right channels coupled with the dramatic reduction of
internal wiring, this amplifier is virtually free of such problems.

Designed for the Digital Age.

The benefits? A very special amplifier that delivers a powerful
punch, but manages to preserve a certain delicacy and subtlety at low

signal levels.
As one Hi-Fi magazine put it - 'The JVC AX-A662BK produces a tidy, neutral, articulate

sound with a refined and clean presentation, but is powerful without being unpleasantly

~  assertive’ N\ ; .
/ Silence is Golden ’ Ob\/wus@j....




More than just a hybrid from Copland

Not content with making fine
valve amplifiers, Swedish
manufacturer Copland’s latest
£999 CSAI4 integrated
amplifier features a brace of
solid-state components
alongside two E88CC valves.

Most valve/transistor
designs use valve technology
alone for an entire stage of the
amplifier, transistors only in
other sections. However, the
‘synergistic’ CSA 4, distributed
through Absolute Sounds, uses
valves only in the differential
stage of the pre-driver circuit,
which is said to be crucial to
the sound of the amplifier.

Wharfedale goes Latin with
motular Modus

Following recent well-publicised
financial machinations, Wharfedale
has bounced back with a new outlook,
a new logo and a completely new
range of loudspeakers, under the
Modus Vivendi banner. The style and
the logo of the new image is intended
to reach out to a wider (and
presumably younger) audience.

In the past, Wharfedale has used
a multitude of speaker drive units and
cabinets for each range, but Modus
Vivendi use common drive units and
modular moulded cabinets, not unlike
a Lego kit. This allows quick and easy
development of new speakers.

The Modus Vivendi range starts
with the £69.90 Modus Cube, which
features a single 100mm full-range
drive unit, while the next model — the
£99.90 Modus Micro — features a
100mm bass unit with Wharfedale's
unique | 2mm glowing red tweeter
dome, used to correctly align the
rotatable tweeter.

The Modus Mini (£129.90) and
Modus Monitor (£149.90) also
feature the same treble and bass units
as the Micro, save that the Monitor
uses a second |00mm bass drive unit,
while the Mini uses an identically sized
Auxiliary Bass Radiator.

There are two specialised products
in the range. The £99.90 Modus
Centre is an AV dialogue speaker,
which uses a central driver from the
Cube flanked by two bass units.
Finally, there is a |00W Modus Active
Bass subwoofer, priced at £399.90.
= (0204) 862026

The designer, Olé Moller,
believes that this combination
allows the amplifier to
maintain the valve-like

Lovely knobs, a couple of tubes
and 60 watts per channel of
transistor output.

qualities of transparency and
warmth, while increasing the
power output to 60 watts per
channel. In addition, the valve
section is less stressed than it
would be in a conventional
hybrid amplifier.

< 081-947 5047

We've seen spherical loudspeakers
before but none with cabinets made
from marble or granite, which is
Audiophonics’ claim to fame. The
£1,595 CA50 design is made up of a
20cm diameter composite stone
‘spheroid’ fitted with a single Bandor
50mm aluminium driver.
Audiophonics claims a fre-
quency response of |00Hz to

22kHz for the CA50, and produces
the complementary FBX 150
subwoofer — called a ‘Fundamental
Bass Extension Loudspeaker' in
Audiophonics' literature — which
extends bass down to below 40Hz.
The CA50 weighs approximately
9kg and is available in a range of
different marbles and granites.
& 081-390 1354

In Brief

» Harman has acquired a 76 per cent
majority shareholding in AKG, the
Austrian headphone and pro audio
manufacturer. The deal cost 76
Austrian schillings, and the small
matter of $22 million worth of debts.

Jamo has given Dolby Pro-Logic fans
another alternative on the centre
channel speaker front this month. The
£199.99 Centre 200 incorporates a
pair of 125mm mid/bass drivers and a
25mm tweeter. It also comes
complete with mounting brackets.

@ (0327) 349449

Richard Allan, loudspeaker specialist
of 46 years standing, is now selling its
range direct to the public. It is offering
free delivery and home audition with
the option of a full refund if not
entirely satisfied. @ (0274) 872442

Pioneer LDCE has released three
Laserdiscs this month, Verdi's Stiffelio
(£29.99) starring José Carreras at the
Royal Opera House, Universal Soldier
(£24.99) with the twin talents of
Dolph Lundgren and Jean-Claude van
Damme, and Honeymoon in Vegas
starring Nicholas Cage and a host of
Elvis impersonators (£24.99).

= (0753) 789789

After 10 years of running The Music
Room in Manchester — which was
voted best hi-fi dealer in the Midlands
and North West for three consecu-
tive years in the Sony Dealer Awards
— David Speirs has set up his own hi-
fi consultancy, called Serious Kit.

=2 061-707 4823

Fancy a violin or electric guitar shaped
chopping board? If you do, Instrumen-
tal Furniture can help. Its range
includes cello shaped CD racks, grand
piano coffee tables and music on the
wall in the form of iron musical note
shaped clothes pegs called Coat
Notes. & 071-328 0058

Aiwa has introduced two ‘high value’
video recorders. The £289.99 HV-
FX 11 has four heads, digital tracking
and index search, while the £329.99
HV-FX55 adds ‘easy programming’ and
an LCD VideoPlus handset to this line
up. @ 081-897 7000

Rega Research is moving into the
high-end with the new £1,040 XEL
floorstanding loudspeaker. As with
Rega's popular ELA loudspeaker, the
XEL uses a hybrid transmission line
design and boasts a new tweeter and
two mid/bass units operating in
tandem. The XEL can also be modified
so that it may be driven bi-amped, or
as an active speaker.

= (0702) 333071
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The Digital Compact Cassette o cencrations

Philips has invented the ways we enjoy music. The compact cassette came with the

freedom of the Sixties and Seventies. Play the music you want, wherever you want to play

i| PHILIPS

it. In the Eighties the Compact Disc brought the absolute purity and reality of

high technology sound. And now, for a new generation, Philips has invented a

new system, Digital Compact Cassette, DCC. Quite simply, the DCC System gives you

the best of all worlds. It is as portable and as versatile as an ordinary cassette. You can buy pre-recorded tapes or you can record your

own. But anything an ordinary cassette can do, a DCC can do better because the sound quality has all the precision and beauty of a

compact disc. And don’t worry about your existing collection of ordinary compact cassettes, the beauty of the DCC System is that it

DIGITAL
will play them too.

COMPACT CASSETTE

DCC 811 In-car






Together, they’ve certainly made
the critics take note.

“NAD 502 CD Player, 302 amplifier and 802 loudspeakers ... For all round
performance we’d have to go for the NAD System ... Best facilities ... Best for Rock
... Best value for money ... Best sound quality overall ... you’d have to try hard to
beat the NAD System ... 100% rating for value ... NAD has done it again with
a superbly cost-effective set-up ... Detailed, involving sound, stunning value

for money.” What Hi-Fi/ — March 1993
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THE 302 AMPLIF-ER AND 502 CD PLAYER FROM NAD

.Sﬂy mﬁm?
M 'S

NAD MARKETING LTD. ADASTRA HOUSE, 401-405 NETHER STREET, LONDON N3 1QG. TELEPHONE 081-343 3240
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Don’t miss next month'’s
bumper issue of

Speakers

Eight of the latest speakers under £400 8
face the perils of the blind listening _

panel. We point out what you should
look for, find out the sweetest sound-
ing, which offer the most value for
money, and award Choice Recommen- &
dations and Best Buys.

Highway hi-fi

Six in-car systems featuring the latest

Let’s glow crazy

Four glowing examples of valve amplifier
technology are tested for those with a high-end
addiction.

Sony celebration
competition

Join Sony UK in celebrating its 50 year
anniversary, by entering our competition in
which youhavethechance to win £3,000 worth
of top Sony hi-fi equipment.

Not much lkea in "ere

We take a trip to Scandanavia to look at the
system and lifestyle of a Swedish audiophile.

. ,‘
digital technology are pulled over to & “"I!
see if they pass the driving test. Find

out which systems set you headbanging at
trafficlightsand whichsoothe you throughthe

most stressful jams.

= pHIUPS

] W BASF

@ FUJI _DRIL Wéo' 7

SONY m ‘m

FREE' The ultimate gmde
to blank tapes

Comprehensive guide to take you through all
the latest blank cassettes available giving
adviceon whenand how tousethemand to see
whether they live up to the proud claims of the
manufacturers.

Bi-amping and bi-wiring
We explain what the difference is, and how to
try it for yourself.

Speaker spotlight

Townshend’s mighty Sir Galahad speakers en-
ter Choice’s colourful pageant. Why buy a car
when you could have these speakers instead?

All this plus a stocking filler special for last
minute great gift ideas for audiophiles.

January’s bumper issue is on
sale Friday 10th December.

(All contents subject to change due to circumstances beyond our control)
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_ MUSICAL FIDELITY TYPHOON POWER AMPLIFIER
{
.

|
|
|
1

SOURCE

The Preamp and the Typhoon stereo power amplifier may be just what you want but you don’t
have to stop there. Bridge a second Typhoon into the system and you more than triple its power.
Your Musical Fidelity stockist can demonstrate the effect but don’t say you weren’t warned.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST WRITE TO MUSICAL FIDELITY, 15/16 OLYMPIC TRADING ESTATE, FULTON ROAD, WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HA9 OTF OR TELEPHONE 081-900 2866.




MUSICAL FIDELITY TYPHOON POWER AMPLIFIER

r
|
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|
!

MUSICAL FIDELITY THE PREAMP

The Preamp and bridged Typhoons deliver 150 watts per channel into 4 ohms. Ask for a demonstration
at your Musical Fidelity stockist. You'll get deeper bass, startling detail and plenty of extra headroom.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST WRITE TO MUSICAL FIDELITY, 15/16 OLYMPIC TRADING ESTATE, FULTON ROAD, WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HA9 OTF OR TELEPHONE 081-900 2866.




THE LATEST PRODUCTS, THE BEST RECORDINGS AND OUR OWN POINTS OF VIEW ON THE MOST INTERESTING

DEVELOPMENTS TO HIT THE HI-FI SCENE. CONCISE REPORTS BY THE CHOICE TEAM.

CHOICE

SISSIONS

CD PLAYER
[

Sony CDP-711E

The CDP-711E is Sony’s new
£250 CD player, the ‘E’-suffix
standing for England, as in
‘optimised for English
listening tastes’. I forgot to
ask, but I'm sure there will be
Welsh, Scottish and Irish
versions too.

Construction is light-
weight, much of the material
content being invested in the
wealth of controls. The Sony
has it all, and does it all. The
only omission is an electrical
digital output — an optical
output is provided — but be
sure to avoid the variable
analogue output.

Design highlights include a
new mechanism to minimise
resonance and vibration. The
transformer has been up-
graded, and moved away
from the main PC board to
reduce vibration transmission.

A new digital servo IC has
facilitated a reduction in the
chip count, which has been
further reduced by a new
hybrid pulse D/ A converter,
and now includes the previ-
ously independent digital
filter. The digital and analogue
sections have been separated,
and a number of passive
components specified by the
factory have been upgraded
for the E model.

After a thorough burn-in
period, the sound proved
sharp and clean, but lacked
gravitas, and suffered from a
midband that sometimes
appeared swamped by an
upper mid/lower treble

Sony’s new CDP-711E has been designed especially for English

ears, but how will it sound in the rest of Great Britain?

region that could sound
excessively forward. Trans-
lated from technobabble to
music, this resulted in crisp,
incisive music making, won at
the expense of weight and
solidity.

The Sony produced a tidy,
colourful and attractive sound,
well matched to budget/mid
price systems, especially those
whose speakers lack control in
the bass. In a big high-end
type system, the imbalance
showed only too clearly,

VERDICT

Sony CDP-71 |E

A PROS: Siick; gadget laden;
bright, lively sound.

CONS: Lightweight balance
and construction.

D £249.99

SOUND QUALITY

EERERC0
VALUE FOR MONEY

though the incisive, colourful
quality and stable imagery
helped it to win through.

The Sony also sounded
controlled at high levels,
where the Marantz CD52SE 11
can sound muddled and
coarse when extended.

Taken as a package, with a
couple of weeks of regular use

| totake it all in, I found myself

warming to the Sony. Its
vitality and colourfulness
ensured that even much
played material didn’t sound
boring. A definite thumbs up.
Alvin Gold

Sony UK Ltd, Sony

TELEVISION
.

Hitachi Pro-Logic
C2514TN

Beating Toshiba toit by a matter
of weeks, Hitachi’s new
C2574TN is the first TV set to
incorporate a complete home
cinema surround sound system
with full Dolby Pro-Logic de-
coding. The complete package,
including the 25in/59cm screen
size television, with all the
processing electronics, amplifi-
cation and some speakers built
in, plus four tiny satellite sur-
round speakers, costs a very
reasonable £900 —roughly £270
more than the simple Nicam
stereo version of the same set.

For that sort of money
you're not going to get
optimum domestic AV sound,
but you do get a package
that’s very easy to set up and
use, and one which certainly
gives something approaching
what the director intended
when you feed it with a Dolby
Stereo film soundtrack,
whether from Nicam broad-
cast or stereo VCR.

The reason has much to do

House, South Street,
Staines, Middlesex
TW18 4PF.

= 081-784 1144

AV without tears:
Hitachi’s C2574TN
television has a built-
in Dolby Pro-Logic
decoder.
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with that Dolby Pro-Logic
chip set, which gives much
more effective surround
sound separation than simpler
Dolby Surround decoding. It
also supplies an additional
centre-front ‘dialogue’ signal,
which should ideally be
handled by a single mono
speaker close to the screen,
preferably one with very
similar acoustic performance
to the left and right front
speakers.

This is one of the compro-
mises here, because the
Hitachi relies instead on the
slimline stereo speakers which 1
come part and parcel with the
original Nicam set on which
this is based. The other two ‘
compromises are the use of an ‘
in-set so-called ‘subwoofer’,
which has no more bandwidth
than a Goodmans Maxim
(probably rather less), and a
total amplifier power of
around 55W — distributed
seven ways.

The other snag is that there
are no line output sockets for
easy connection to a hi-fi
system or components. You
can use the speaker sockets
provided of course, but that’s
hardly hi-fi. This is essentially
the AV equivalent of the
music centre — fine value for
money as far as it goes, but
without any real upgrade
flexibility.

What you do get is very
respectable picture quality
indeed, if just a shade ‘cold’
on colour balance, plus an
effective though distinctly
limited sound system, which
does the job well enough
provided you don’t mind the
lack of genuine bass and
loudness capabilities.

Paul Messenger

Hitachi Sales UK Ltd,

Hitachi House, Station Rd,
Hayes, Middlesex UB3 4DR.
= 081-848 8787

VERDICT

HiracH C2574TN
3

A PROS: Dolby Pro-Logic at a
good price; decent picture.

CONS: No real bass, loudness
or upgrade path.

» £900.00
SOUND QUALITY

EEERCC]
VALUE FOR MONEY

Luxury and sophistication from the new Sennheiser HD580, but is

it too refined for its own good?

HEADPHONES ‘
S

Sennheiser HD580

The HD580 is the new flagship
dynamic headphone from the
Sennheiser stable, supplanting
the HD560 Ovation II. A full
size open back, circum-aural
design, the 580 is more
compact in construction than
its predecessor, and much
more appealingly styled.

Its chief claims to fame,
however, are the new
‘Duofoil” transducer which
uses two Mylar film dia-
phragms, sandwiched
together to form a rigid and
well damped composite, and
an improved magnetic circuit
designed to ensure that the
coil always stays within the
area of maximum flux. Both
measures are intended to
improve behaviour at high
volume levels.

First impressions were of
tremendous comfort. The oval
felted ear cushion had a
luxurious feel, and applied
pressure around the ear,
leaving the ears themselves
unobstructed, though the
older HD560 allowed the ear
more room to breathe, and its
split headband design felt
better than the new one.

The HD580 was a warm
and lucid sounding design.
There was no hint of aggres-
sion or bite, and the system
was less resonant and there-
fore less coloured than any
dynamic headphone I can
name. Unfortunately, it
seemed that some of these
qualities had been achieved at
the expense of transparency
and resolving ability.

Playing an operatic
recording, I was struck first by

the emaciated sound of the
orchestra. Although bass
depth was good, the balance
left something to be desired.
Orchestral basses sounded
weak. The singers were well
handled, but the overall effect
was lightweight.

The same was true with
other types of music. It was
possible to extract plenty of
clean sound at high volume
too much for the ears to safely
handle in fact. But the raw
power, aggression and
presence [ had expected from
some of my better rock and
blues albums had legged it.

This is only a guess, but I
suspect that the HD580 may
have been subject to design

VERDICT

SeNNHEISER HD580

A PROS: Build; comfort;
smooth, beguiling sound.

CONS: Smooth, beguiling
sound; lack of aggression.

) £189.00

SOUND QUALITY

EREO0
VALUE FOR MONEY

EEERO0O

clinic optimisation, resulting
in a product that offends no
one. However, without the
means to offend, the HD580
also lacks the ability to excite.
It's well built and eminently
serviceable, courtesy of plug
in leads and other compo-
nents, but at this price, and
from this source, I had
expected more.

Alvin Gold

Sennheiser UK Ltd, 12 Davies
Way, Knaves Beech Business
Centre, Loudwater, High
Wycombe, Bucks HP10 9QY.

LOUDSPEAKERS
RREF AN

UKD Callas

UKD is an Anglo-Italian
company, now about 15 years
old, which distributes a range
of audio brands in Italy, and
manufactures its own
loudspeakers. In a three strong
range, the 9.5 litre Callas is the
baby, though some new
models, one of which is
cheaper, are on the way.

It is the progeny of an
unusual synergy between
Italian cabinet making skills
and Wharfedale transducers,
incorporating the British
company’s ceramic dome
tweeter and a version of its
12cm polypropylene cone bass
driver, both undervalued
elsewhere.

The enclosures are simply
stunning. Veneered MDF
baffle apart, they’re made of
solid mahogany 3.5cm thick (a
walnut version is imminent, at
£790) which has freed the
designer from the usual
constraints of building
loudspeakers as rectangular
boxes. The Callas is a series of

UKD'’s elegant Callas loud-
speakers. Beautifully built and
good for more than opera.

1Hi-Fi Choice December 1993 11




The highest fidelity.
Naturally.

HD 580

Top of the range
dynamic headphone
using new duofoil
diaphragm which
virtually eliminates
sound colouration.

HD 320
Part of the new
generation of dynamic
hi-fi stereo headphones,
the HD 320 has
ergonomic styling with
a sound quality that is
designed to optimise
transparency and
clarity, whilst ensuring
a strong bass
definition.

Immerse yourself in the music. No distractions, just
pure sound reproduction.
It's no coincidence that Sennheiser headphones are
acclaimed again and again in the hi-fi press.
We set new standards of sound reproduction
and quality at the leading edge of acoustic

HD 560 11 technology. Supremely comfortable and
“A detailed and
open headphone near-unbreakable, the headphones are

with the ability
to recreate the
power and depth
in a piece of
music.”
Hi-Fi Choice

specially designed for easy replacement of parts.
With accurate, detailed response and rich pure
tone, recreate the eloquence of the instruments, the
vitality of the vocals. Whatever your taste in music

: . HD 340
you'll appreciate the transparent natural sound & g adhune: which
quality, balanced by a wide dynamic range. produces a roomy and
2 detailed sound whilst
Now prove it. Try out our headphones for yourself. incorporating high

quality in its design
making it lightweight
and comfortable to
wear.

You'll be convinced. Naturally.

/I SENNHEISER

Sennheiser UK Ltd, Freepost, Loudwater, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, HP10 8BR. Telephone 0628 850811. Fax 0628 850958




sumptuous curves, a sloping
back panel, and an air flowed
rear-firing port, all assembled
with traditional furniture

joints for rigidity and longev-
ity, and internally braced for
good measure. The non-
homogenous nature of real
wood gives superior damping
and resonance control to MDF,
UKD claims, and based on i
what I heard, I don’t doubt |
their assertion.

One concern with compact
loudspeakers that cost as
much as this one is value for
money, but in this case you
can see where the money’s
gone just by looking. The
enclosure is big enough to
yield a respectable low
frequency extension that in
most circumstances will pass
as full bandwidth. More to the
point, the bass is clean and
agile, with good pitch and
timing, yet suffused by a
feeling of warmth and grace.

These qualities carry over
to the rest of the audio
frequency band. The overall
balance is extremely neutral,
and the sound has a combina-
tion of vitality and fine control
that [ have not heard from a
box speaker in a long time.

Tonal colours and complex
sounds are fully resolved, and
the sound retains its intelligi-
bility (given decent matching
hardware) even when the
volume is turned down very
low. This is a speaker I've
decided to live with for a
while — I can offer no higher
praise.

Alvin Gold

UKD, 23 Richings Way,
Iver, Bucks, SLO 9DA.
= (0753) 652669

VERDICT

UKD CAaLLAs

A PROS: Appearance; airy
sound; superb balance.

CONS:  Slightly feathery
quality from the tweeter.

P £750.00
SOUND QUALITY

EEEER
VALUE FOR MONEY

EEENR[]

ABLE
|
van den Hul

First/Second

The USP (unique selling point)
of both the First and Second
interconnects from van den
Hul is the use of tiny carbon
fibres where other cables use
silver or copper wire.

The First is a coaxial design
that uses 12,000 individually
insulated fibres for the central
signal conductor, which is
only Imm in diameter, and
38,000 fibres for the screen that
forms the return conductor.
Available in lengths up to two
metres, First costs from £120
for a 0.6m pair to £180 for a
full metre. It can also be
purchased in single lengths for
use as a digital interconnect,
though the 390hm impedance
won't suit all applications.

The Second is a balanced
version of the First with
identical carbon signal
and return conductors,
and a silver coated
copper braid as a
shield, but costs a little
more than First at £200
for a terminated metre
pair.

If the vdH metal
free cables have a
specific character, it's
an open, spacious and
airy one. They are
capable of very high
detail resolution,
revealing as much
information as
Audioquest Lapis
Hyperlitz but doing so

CHOICE

i

in a lighter and less coarse
fashion. The ability to resolve
so much high frequency detail
without becoming in the
slightest bit ragged is particu-
larly appealing and something
that even the best copper
cables struggle to achieve.
However, the expensive
Audio Note AN-Vx cable
showed both a thing or two
when it came to the resolution
of dynamics. Both First and
Second had an excellent sense
of timing, creating large and
specific soundstages, but with
slightly lean bass. I found the
First more involving, but in
systems with balanced
connections or hum problems
the Second is the logical choice.
Jason Kennedy

van den Hul UK, PO Box 304,
Maidstone, Kent, ME16 8TS.
= (0622) 729204

Better known for the big

transmission line speakers,

how will TDL cope in the
budget arena?

VERDICT

VAN DEN HuL FIRsT/SECOND

A PROS: High resolution; open
and clean sound.

CONS: Could be more
dynamically revealing.

) from £120.00
SOUND QUALITY
EEEE(C
VALUE FOR MONEY
EEEENR

LOUDSPEAKERS
|

TDL Near Field
Monitor

The reputation of TDL, and its
earlier incarnation IMF, rested
upon big, expensive transmis-
sion line loudspeakers. Now
it’s building smaller, cheaper
speakers to introduce TDL to a
new audience. The smallest
and cheapest ever TDL
speaker is the new £99 Near
Field Mounitor. It is also the first
TDL speaker not to feature a
transmission line.

Three of the four new
loudspeakers in the TDL
range are known as reflex
transmission line designs, but
the Near Field Monitor is a
conventional reflex two-way
bookshelf speaker. An 88dB
efficient speaker with a first
order crossover at 5kHz, the
Near Field Monitor is suggested
to be an easy eight ohm load,
which is good because a £100
loudspeaker is not generally
expected to partner power-
house amplifiers.

A small box,




N A HIGH AND LOST IN MUSIC -
THAT’S THE FEELING‘THAT LISTENING
TO THE NEW KEF Q-SERIES CREATES
EVERY TIME. KEF HAVE POURED ALL

THEIR EXPERIENCE, DESIGN AND

UNIQUE TECHNOLOGY -*INCLUDING

THE KEF UNI-Q® DRIVER - INTO
A RANGE OF HI-FI SPEAKERS WHICH
WILL ABSORB YOUR SENSES WHER-
EVER YOU SIT. ALL THREE MODELS
ARE MAGNETICALLY SHIELDED FOR
HOME THEATRE COMPATIBILITY. AD

THEY'VE BEEN B

KEF has pioneered the coincident source
drive unit, which unlike conventionél
speakers, places the tweeter in the/grid:
dle of the woofer cone in such g
that the acoustic centres cointide.
directivity or ‘Q’ of the woofe
tweeter is matched at the criti

over point - hence the nan

and sound is reproduced

ingly accurate tonal balance

the room. This design gives

two sonic benefits; near-perfe
wherever you sit, and the best

sound in your listening environme

| KEF

The experience of sound

Tel: 0622 672261

KEF and Uni- Q are registered trade marks. Uni Q is protected
under GB Patent 2 236929 - worldwide patents pending.




neatly finished
in black ash or
rosewood, the
Near Field Monitor is
designed to be used in
free space on a solid stand,
which is where we encounter
the speaker’s biggest failing.

In testing the speaker, I
found it worked best on a pair
of Target stands, designed for
ProAc Response One S speak-
ers. Unfortunately, these
stands cost approximately
three and a half times that of
the speakers themselves.
However, a pair of sand-filled
Atacama stands would
probably suffice.

The Near field Monitor has a
well rounded sound, without
the spit and aggression of the
average £100 speaker. I
compared the Near Field
Monitor with the Choice Best
Buy Wharfedale CRS3. The
Near Field Monitor was more
graceful and refined, with
sharper vocals and greater
stereo imagery. Playing Towers
of Dub by The Orb, the barking
dogs in the opening passages
were more clear and detailed.

However, it’s not all rosy as
the Near Field Monitors do not
have the CRS3’s rhythmic
abilities, nor can they cope
with dynamic contrasts. They
also tend to cloud the differ-
ences between recordings
which can result in a bland
sound.

In addition, they lack the
rough-diamond charm that
comes from the CRS3’s ability
to boogie. Playing the KLF's
It’s Grim Up North, the bass
notes were ill-defined and
blurred, detracting from the
tracks up-beat rhythm.

A good budget loud-

VERDICT

TDL NeAR Fieco MoNITorR

A PROS: Understated sound;
nice cabinet; easy load.

CONS: Hardly dynamic or
rhythmic; blurred bass notes.

p £99.95

SOUND QUALITY

EERE0O0
VALUE FOR MONEY

EERERC0

speaker is a difficult
thing to produce. TDL's first
attempt strikes a fair balance
in many ways. Those who like
an easy, relaxed sound on a
tight budget may like the Near
Field Monitors, but unfortu-
nately they are marred by

| rhythmic inconsistencies.

Alan Sircom

TDL Electronics Ltd, PO Box
98, High Wycombe, Bucking-
hamshire, England HP12 3AD.
S (0494) 441191

The Arcam Alpha 6: is it any
more than an Alpha 5 with a
remote control? Read on.

AMPLIFIER
[ A

Arcam Alpha 6

I was really impressed by
Arcam’s new £230 Alpha 5,
which to these ears was clearly
the class act in a recent
subjective group test of the
latest budget ‘real hi-fi” amps
(issue 123). The 5 was only one
of two Alpha amplifiers Arcam
launched this summer. You

might be
tempted instead to pay the
extra £100 asked for the Alpha
6. The two look very similar
indeed on the surface, so
where does the money go, and
is it really worth forking out
the extra?

One major attraction is the
6’s remotely controllable
motorised volume pot. You
have to go up to the Delta 290
to add remote input switch-
ing, and you don’t get a
handset as part of the A6
package, but owners of Arcam
CD players can use their
existing CD remotes, and
simple or system handsets are

BOOK REVIEW @ BOOK REVIEW @ BOOK REVIEW
O s e e e e S i iy e serd]

Radio! Radio! —

The hi-fi view

This glorious looking book is a
celebration of radio since the
very earliest days of broad-
casting. The beautiful dust
cover implies a lavish coffee
table browser, but the reality is
much more a work of scholarly
research. It is essential reading
for any serious radio enthusi-
ast, but at the same time
maybe a little dry and
ponderous for those with a
more casual interest in the
subject.

Much of the book seems to
have been built up from the
archives of the trade press of
the time, including some quite
delightful contemporary
quotes. There are copious
pictures of radios through the
years too, and these are the
most entertaining sections, but
the pictures are monochro-
matic and often rather fuzzy.

Sadly, the hi-fi (and
overseas) perspectives are
virtually ignored. This is really
a tribute to the British radio set
from the twenties up until the
transistor and import take-
overs of the sixties. As a hi-fi
enthusiast, I would have loved
to have seen some of the pre-
war American AM designs,
and rather more acknowledge-
ment of the way the radio

Radio! Radio!

HIiLL

JONATHAN

evolved into the hi-fi tuner as
well as the tranny radio.
Paul Messenger

VERDICT

RaDIO RADIO

A PROS: Comprehensive
history of radio in Britain.

CONS: A bit too detailed for
the casual reader.

p £25.00

VALUE FOR MONEY
EEEEN

v

The radio perspective

| The researcher looking for a

comprehensive history of
radio and television broadcast-
ing in the UK would find one

| here. Each year from the

twenties to the sixties has its
story documented over a
couple of large (A4) pages or
more, when the need arises.

It’s as lively as it is
thorough, and the pictures of
receivers are terrific, especially
the full page illustrations
introducing each decade.
Everyone over 40 should
recognise an old family friend
among these pages.

You won’t get much down
the hi-fi shop for £25, but this
volume is a substantial work
of research, a jolly good yarn,
and pretty with it.

Those of us who remember
valve radios with affection will
want to possess this book as a
reminder of times gone by.
And younger people, who
have any curiosity about how

| life could possibly have been

lived prior to ghettoblasters,

‘ Walkmen and Radio 1, can

discover what the wooden
wireless set meant to genera-

| tions of the past.

Norman McLeod

| Sunrise Press, 2-4 Brook Street,
| Bampton, Devon EX16 9LY.
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THE NEW CELESTION >5,5 AND 7

"Rock fans will enjoy the way the speakers handle
the kicking bass line..."

"Celestion 3's just want to get up and go."
What Hi-Fi? Aug '93.

N @ =N
"Their superior drive and rhythmic integrity make
them most suitable for rock fans."
What Hi-Fi? Sept '93.

ey
"A loudspeaker that's ready to rock and roll.”
Alvin Gold, Audiophile Aug '93.

What Hi-Fi? Sept '93.




separately available at £30 and
£60. |

Arcam also claims to have
beefed up the power supply
by 25 per cent, increased the
power output by 20 per cent
(50W into 8ohms), and added
refinements to components in
general, with particular
emphasis on improvements to
the phono stage.

The important question is
whether the upgraded
engineering brings a worth-
while improvement in sound
quality, and here the A6
proved a little disappointing.
Via the line input the sound is
a little bigger and less boxy, |
but also less agile, immediate
and coherent. It’s a fair
enough performance for a
£330 amplifier, but somehow
lacks the A5’s cheeky charm.

However, one of the main
differences between the two
Alphas lies in the (moving
magnet) vinyl disc stage.

Using an Arcam P77 for
optimum compatibility, the
Alpha 6 had a distinct advan-
tage, sounding sweeter,
bigger, more authoritative,
dynamic and precise than the
5, though the slightly more
ponderous bottom end of the
Alpha 6 was still apparent.

[ suppose there will be
those at Arcam who disagree,
but I found the A6 didn’t offer
any real sonic improvement
over the A5 overall. What [
would like to try, however, is
an Alpha 5.5, which combines
the vinyl disc stage of the 6
and the basic 5 amplifier. i

Paul Messenger

A&R Arcam, Pembroke
Avenue, Denny Industrial
Centre, Waterbeach, Cambs,

VERDICT

ARCAM ALPHA 6

A PROS: Better vinyl disc
stage, remote control

CONS: Line/power amp
stage lacks coherence of AS .

D £329.90
SOUND QUALITY

EEERC0
VALUE FOR MONEY

EEEERDO

CHOICE
SESSIONS

CARTRIDGE
L

Goldring 1012 GX

CD might never have hap-
pened. Goldring, one of
Britain’s best known manufac-
turers of cartridges, has
improved its range of middle-
market moving magnets. In
the case of the ever-popular
Goldring 1012, the existing FG
[II stylus has been changed for
the Gyger II line contact type.

The 'mew’ cartridge is the
£59.95 1012 GX. Existing 1000
series owners can upgrade to
the new D12 GX stylus for
£38.95, as it fits all the car-
tridges in the range. This
Gyger stylus was previously
fitted to the 1022 cartridge.

Goldring’s 1000 series
range of moving magnets
have received mixed praise
over the years. Some find the
cartridges sluggish, uneven,
coloured and muted, prefer-
ring the sound of similarly
priced Audio-Technica,
Nagaoka and Linn cartridges.

Others, however, have
praised the easy and musical
dynamic contrasts that come
with the 1012 and its
stablemates. The new stylus
profile goes some way
towards silencing the detrac-
tors of the Goldring ethos, but
by bringing the price down
without upsetting its existing
followers.

[ was able to compare old
and new 1012 styli, in a
Systemdek I1X/900 turntable,
fitted with a Rega RB250 arm
— proving that old turntables
never die, they simply loose
their bearings. Both styli were
able to portray dynamic
changes well in the lower
registers and mid-band, but
the new Gyger stylus over-
comes many of the inconsist-
encies in the treble.

It is now possible to
distinguish pianissimo female
vocals during a forte passage,
and recording differences
were clearly audible between
tracks on I Do Not Want What I
Haven’t Got by Sinead
O’Connor.

The character of the
cartridge is fundamentally
unchanged; even with the new
GX stylus, the 1012 is still a

mixed bag. Its overall per-
formance is inconsistent and
lacks both the up-beat timing,
and the music dissecting
abilities, that seem to be de
rigeur today. However, it is
also the only cartridge at the
price that tries to reproduce
real music, not sound effects.

Alan Sircom |

Goldring Ltd, 8 Greyfriars
Road, Bury St. Edmunds,
Suffolk IP32 7DX.

= (0284) 701101

Goldring's 1012 has been upgraded to GX status

PREAMP/PHONO AMP
B —

Perception Phono
Centre & Pre-amp

Peter Hawkins is an electron-
ics engineer with a back-
ground in small signal
electronics. He’s also an audio
enthusiast and in late 1989 he
built himself a phono stage
which turned out to be pretty
decent. Receiving encourage-
ment from fellow music
lovers, Peter put what was to
become the Perception Phono
Centre into production. This
year the range was expanded
to include a preamp and a
DAC.

The Perception Phorno
Centre (£495) and Pre-amp
(£645) are about as minimalist
as you get, just an input and
output on the former and
volume and input selection on

VERDICT

GoLprING 1012GX

A PROS: Inherently musical
performance.

CONS: Inconsistent overall;
can sound sluggish.

D £59.95
SOUND QUALITY

ERERO0O
VALUE FOR MONEY

EEREERO

with a Gyger
stylus that was previously the domain of the more expensive 1022.

the latter. The Pre-amp has six
line inputs, tape out and
balanced line main outputs,
equipped with XLR sockets.
Balanced lines are quieter and
far better suited to long runs
than conventional single
ended connections, and are
used in many high-end solid
state amps and CD players as
well as virtually all profes-
sional equipment. The only
catch is that few power amps
in the Perception’s price range
feature balanced input sockets,
but a pair of good quality XLR
to phono interconnects is
supplied with the Pre-amp and
was used for most of the
auditioning period.

Listening to both these
components in the context of
both valve and solid state
amps, | have to admit that I
was impressed. The Phoio
Centre coped remarkably well

| with the paltry output of an
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It's a clear dilemma. Your lifestyle has
changed but not your speakers. What used to fit
well into your dorm or first apartment, certainly looks out of
place in your living room now. It’s time for a change.

And we've got the perfect solution close at hand. Or more
accurately, one that fits in the palm of your hand. The Polk
RM3000. For that's how small these miraculous satellite speak-
ers are. (Take a close look, it’s sitting on the right side of the

T fireplace mantel.)
I s

| e And wait till you hear it! You and

Polk's compact subwoofer design uses
sophisticated bandpass technology to
produce room-filling bass without
distortion.

your house guests will be astonished.
Because Polk has miniaturized every-

thing but their famous, room-filling
sound. Chosen by 1800 experts as
the winner of AudioVideo
International’s Grand Prix award for

For details and stockists of the Polk Audio range of loudspeakers,
phone 0727 827311 or fax 0727 827284

U.K. distribution - Polk Audio Europe Inc., Tyttenhanger House
Coursers Road, St Albans AL4 0PG

e
WITHOUT THE BIG SPEAKER

the last three consecutive years, no other mini speaker
system comes close in sonic excellence. Nor few big ones,
for that matter.

Within each satellite speaker, constructed of non-resonant
materials, is a 34 inch dome tweeter in a stepped down design
with a 312 inch driver. This time-aligned feature delivers a life-
like sound. You'll marvel at how it enables you to distinguish
individual instruments and vocals.

But the ultimate magic of the enitre system lies in our
sophisticated band pass subwoofer which can

be placed anywhere in the room, hidden if
preferred. This enables those important low
bass frequencies to be faithfully reproduced
invisibly.

We invite you to hear a demonstration of
the RM3000.

But hurry. Once you hear
the great sound of the RM3000, *
you'll agree that you're not giv-
ing up the big speaker sound.
Only the big speaker.




CHOICE

The discreet appearance of the Perception Pre-amp and Phono
Centre hides a serious bit of solid state audio design.

Audio Note lo cartridge,
bringing it up to line level in
the quietest fashion I've heard.

As a result, the cartridge’s
phenomenal detail retrieval
was displayed in virtually all
of its glory. I say “virtually’
because replacing both units
with an Audio Innovations P2
and decent step-up trans-
former resulted in a higher
noise floor but a better sense
of dynamics. However, the
Perception combo put in one
of the best transistorised
phono performances that I've
lived with. An obvious
competitor for the Phoio
Centre is Michell’s [so, which
delivered greater clarity but
less textural subtlety.

The Pre-amp is a remark-
ably good example of the
breed. It’s silent and has very
high resolution. In my
dynamics oriented system, [
find good tube preamps more
interesting and enjoyable but
when it comes to detail, the
Perception is a real contender.

Jason Kennedy

Ortofon (UK) Ltd, Chiltern
Hill, Chalfont St Peter, Bucks,
SL9 9UG. @ (0753) 889949

VERDICT

PerCEPTION PHONO/PRE-AMP

A PROS: Extremely quiet;
apparently highly compatible.

CONS: Short power
interconnect; basic facilities.

) £495/645.00
SOUND QUALITY

EEEERO
VALUE FOR MONEY

EEEERO

ACCESSORIES
L

Base baseboards

Audiophile Furniture’s £65 Base
baseboardis an elegantly cham-
fered board made from medite,
fitted with two metallic beams
damped with Sorbothane for
high frequency isolation.

A tuneable design for large
turntables is soon to be
available at roughly twice the
cost of the standard Base, as
well as an elegant five shelf
rack to which the Base
supports can be fitted.

In use, the standard Base
seems to be able to lower the
noise floor of the system and
is adept at digging out good,
clean bass, especially when
supporting a valve amplifier.
Many bases accent one range
of frequencies over another, as
if to make a system sound
good by default — the Base’s
inherently neutral nature lets
the character of the equipment
shine through.

This can be unnerving for
products that are used to
coping with the vibrational
effects presenting most tables,
leaving the component
sounding almost flat and
uninteresting by comparison.

It represents the middle
ground, improving over the
performance of the Mission
Isoplat, but short of the
dramatic sonic transforma-
tions possible with the
Townshend Seismic Sink.
However, where the Base
scores over the Seismic Sink is
in its predicitability,
especially with
high-end
com-

RECORD REVIEW @& RECORD REVIEW
|

Ravel

Ma Mere L’Oye Complete Ballet Velses Nobles et Sentimentales
Minnesota Orchestra/Skrowaczewski Reference Mastercuts
RM-1004 LP only

Stanislav Skrowaczewski recorded Ravel’s
orchestral music virtually complete for Vox
back in 1974. It was issued in the US as a four
LP Vox Box, and as separate Vox Turnabout
LPs here in the UK.

But the pressings were dire. Even by Vox
standards the surfaces were unusually noisy. .
This was a pity, since the performances and
sound were good.

No need to worry about surface noise with these new
pressings; the Reference Mastercuts are some of the quietest LPs
I've ever experienced. Pressed on thick 180gm vinyl, and superbly
cut by Doug Sax at the Mastering Lab in LA, the utmost care has
been taken to make the sound as good as possible.

Ma Mere L'Oye (Mother Goose) is Ravel’s most magical score.
Much of it is quiet, so those looking for an equipment demonstra-
tion record may find the music insufficiently extrovert. But there
are many marvellously scored passages, subtly lit by Ravel’s
shimmering orchestration. Valses Nobles starts with a bang, but
again for the most part is subtle and refined.

Ma Mere L'Oye lasts thirty minutes, and is usually contained on
a single side. However, this reissue retains the side layout of the
original Vox LP which breaks after the ninth section. This is a
shame; modern cutting techniques surely make it technically
feasible to cut a thirty-minute side with no loss of quality.

Skrowaczewski’s performances are clean and straightforward;
he shapes the music with sensitivity and care over phrasing, and
never over-interprets. By the highest standards there are subtler
more imaginative accounts of both works to be had, and the
orchestral playing could be more distinctive and idiomatic.
However, there is still a great deal to savour and enjoy.

Jimmy Hughes

ponents. The Base doesn’t
seem to have compatibility
problems; it transforms a
product that likes it (if not to
the same extent as the Seisiic
Sink), and also helps less
amenable components.

The Base baseboards sound
as good as they look. I would
be confident of slotting them
into any system, as their level
of improvement is so consist-
ent. They filter out the
majority of structurally borne
vibration, simply leaving the

Oh my God, it's full of stars.
Great monoliths of our time,
the Base.

equipment to get on with
playing music to the best of its
ability.

Alan Sircom

Audiophile Furniture, The
Square, Forest Row, E. Sussex,
RH18 5ES. @& (0342) 826262

VERDICT

AuDIOPHILE FURNITURE BASE

A PROS: Predictable, clean
bass; less noise.

v CQNS: Can sound flat and
uninteresting.

D £65.00
SOUND QUALITY

EEREERO
VALUE FOR MONEY

EEEREC
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BUYING
REAL HI-FI...?

Hi FI

Hear the difference.

WHERE DO YOU START? Pick up a couple of your favourite CDs

N. ENGLAND

Alderley Edge (Cheshire)
Aston Audio Ltd - 4 West Street
- 0625 582704

Blackpool

Norman Audio - 216 Church
Street - 0253 295661
Congleton (Cheshire)
Congleton Hi-Fi - 1A Duke
Street - 0260 297544

Crewe (Cheshire)

Norman Audio - 106 Victoria
Street - 0270 211091
Darlington

Hi-Fi Experience - 17 Coniscliffe
Road - 0325 481418

Hull

A. Fanthorpe Ltd - Hepworth
Arcade - 0482 223096

Leeds

Image Hi-Fi - 8 St Anne’s Road -
0532 789374

Liverpool

W A Brady & Son - 401
Smithdown Road - 051 7336859
Middlesborough (Cleveland)
Gilson Audio - 172 Borough
Road - 0642 248793

Otley (W. Yorks)

Doug Brady Hi-Fi, 19 Crossgate
- 0943 467689

Preston

Norman Audio - 131 Friargate -
0772 53057

Rotherham

Moorgate Acoustics -

2 Westgate - 0709 370666
Sheffield

Moorgate Acoustics -184
Fitzwilliam Street - 0742 756048
Wakefield

Image Hi-Fi - 17 The Springs -
0924 200272

Warrington

Chris Brooks Audio - 29 Gaskell
Street, Stockton Heath -
0925 261212

Doug Brady Hi-Fi - Kingsway
Studios, Kingsway North -
0925 828009

Wilmslow

Swift Of Wilmslow - 4/8 St
Anne's Parade, Parsonage
Green - 0625 526213

York

Sound Organisation -

2b Gillygate - 0904 627108

N. IRELAND

Belfast
Zeus Audio - 2-4 Great Victoria
Street - 0232 332522

SCOTLAND

Aberdeen

Holburn Hi-Fi - 441/445 Holburn
Street - 0224 585713
Edinburgh

In Hi-Fi - 8/10 Bakers Place -
031 225 8854

Russ Andrews HiFi -

34 Northumberland Street -

031 557 1672

CENTRAL ENGLAND

Banbury

Overture - 3 Church Lane - 0295
272158

Birmingham

Griffin Audio - 94 Bristol Street -
021 692 1359

Cambridge

Steve Boxshall Audio - 41
Victoria Road - 0223 68305

Coventry

Frank Harvey - 163 Spon Street
- 0203 525200

Edgbaston (Birmingham)
Music Matters - 351 Hagley
Road - 021 429 2811

Kings Lynn

Martins Hi-Fi - 5 High Street -
0553 761683

Leamington Spa

House of Music - 44 Park Street
- 0926 881500

Leicester

Leicester Hi-Fi - 6 Silver Walk,
St.Martins Sqg. - 0533 539753
Listen Inn - 6 Hotel Street -
0533 623754

Northampton

Listen Inn - 32 Gold Street -
0604 37871

Norwich

Martins Hi-Fi - 85/91 Ber Street -
0603 627010

Nottingham

Nottingham Hi-Fi Centre -
120/122 Alfreton Road -

0602 786919

Stourbridge (West Midlands)
Music Matters - 156 Lower High
Street - 0384 444184

Sutton Coldfield

Amadeus - 10 Boldmere Road -
021 354 2311

S. ENGLAND

Ashford (Kent)

Soundcraft Hi-Fi - 40 High Street
- 0233 624441

Basingstoke

Audio T - 4 Feathers Lane -
0256 24311

Bishops Stortford

The Audio File - 27A Hockerill
Street - 0279 506576
Brighton

Jeffries HiFi - 69 London Road -
0273 609431

The Powerplant - 66 Upper
North Street - 0273 775978
Chichester

Chichester Hi-Fi - 7 St Pancras -
0243 776402

Croydon

Spaldings - 352/4 Lower
Addiscombe Road -

081 654 1231

Eastbourne

Jeffries HiFi - 4 Albert Parade,
Green Street - 0323 731336
East Grinstead

Audio Designs - 26 High Street -
0342 314569

Enfield

Audio T - 159 Chase Side -
081 367 3132

Folkestone

VJ Hi-Fi - 29 Guildhall Street -
0303 256860

Guildford

P J Hi-Fi - 3 Bridge Street -
0483 504801

Harpenden

Studio 82 - 82 High Street -
0582 764246

Harrow

Harrow Audio - 27 Springfield
Road - 081 863 0938

liford, Essex

Audio T - 442/444 Cranbrook
Road, Gants Hill - 081 518 0915
Ipswich

Eastern Audio - 41 Bramford
Road - 0473 217217



WHAT HAPPENS IF...7

[ don’t know what to buy? BADA members have separate
[ can’r tell the {/iﬁ‘ereﬂ(e,? dem rooms and trained staff

to make vour decisions easy

BAD

Cusru

Bl’ms'-,

Mty

I’'m disappointed with my N BADA members offer a 7-day

choice of equipment?

exchange on recommended

equipment
17 doesi’t sound as BADA members offer a full
good at home? installation service
m Something goes wrong? A BADA memb?rs provide
a comprehensive 2 vear
guarantee on all hi-fi
E Wy A BADA’s guarantee
is transferable.

and records and talk to your nearest BADA dealer.

London N1

Grahams Hi-Fi - Canonbury
Yard, 190A New North Road -
071 226 5500

London NW6

Audio T - 190 West End Lane -
0717947848

Studio 99-79/81 Fairfax Road -
0716248855

London SE13

Billy Vee - 248 Lee High Road -
081 318 5755

London SW5

Listening Rooms - 161 Old
Brompton Road - 071 244 7750
London W1

Hi-Fi Experience -

227 Tottenham Court Road -
071 580 3535

London W4

Uxbridge Audio - 109, Chiswick
High Road - 081-742 3444
London WC2

Doug Brady Hi-Fi -18 Monmouth
Street - 071 379 4010

Margate

VJ Hi-Fi - 119 High Street - 0843
226977

Oxford

Audio T - 19 Old High Street,
Headington - 0865 65961
Portsmouth

Jeffries HiFi - 29 London Road -
0705 663604

Reading

Reading Hi-Fi - 4 Queens Walk -
0734 585463

Tonbridge

Standens - 92A High Street -
0732 353540

Twickenham

Riverside Hi-Fi - 422 Richmond
Road - 081 892 7613

Your nearest BADA member
will be happy to help

See BADA Charter for full details of our
commitment to customers

Uxbridge Plymouth
Uxbridge Audio - 278 High Radford Hi-Fi - 107 Cornwall
Street - 0895 230404 Street - 0752 226011
Watford Salisbury
Acoustic Arts - 101 St Albans Salisbury Hi-Fi - 15 Catherine
Road - 0923 245250 St.- 0722 322169
Windsor Southampton
Radford Hi-Fi - 43 King Edward Hampshire Audio - 8 & 12
Court - 0753 856931 Hursley Road, Chandlers Ford -
Worthing 0703 252827
Phase 3 Hi-Fi - 215 Tarring Swindon
Road - 0903 245577 Audio T - 60 Fleet Street -
0793 538222
W. & S.W. ENGLAND Torquay
Radford Hi-Fi - 6 Fore Street -
Bath 0803 326723
Radford Hi-Fi - 12 James Street Weymouth
West - 0225 446245 Weymouth Hi-Fi -
Bournemouth 33-35 Maiden Street -
Suttons Hi-Fi - 18A Westover 0305 785729
Road - 0202 555512
Movement Audio - 926 WALES
Wimborne Road - 0202 529988
Bristol Cardiff
Audio Excellence - 65 Park Audio Excellence -
Street - 0272 264975 134 Crwys Road -
Radford Hi-Fi - 52-54 Gloucester 0222 228565
Road - 0272 428247 Swansea
Cheltenham Audio Excellence -
Audio T - 42 Albion Street - 9 High Street -
0242 583960 0792 474608
Exeter
Radford Hi-Fi - 28 Cowick
Street, St. Thomas - 0392 THIS IS NOT A
218895 COMPLETE LIST
Gloucester OF BADA

Audio Excellence - 58 Bristol DEALERS.
Road - 0452 300046
Hereford

English Audio - 95 Whitecross
Road - 0432 355081

Poole

Movement Audio - 588 Ashley
Road - 0202 730865

BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION

P

THE ULTIMATE IN
SOUND ADVICE

BADA HAVE
THE ANSWERS

British Audio Dealers Association,
P.O. Box 229, London N1 7UU
Tel: 071-226 4044




STATEMENTS

Copland CTA
301/CTA 504

A man of little will power — Alan Sircom is once again
hooked on valves thanks to his recent experiences with the
Copland CTA 301/CTA 504 pre/power amplifier combination.

" Having spent nearly a year
" at the Betty Ford Clinic, I
@ thought I was off the stuff
for good. I had a lost week-
end with the Jadis Defy 7 some months
ago, butaside from that, I've been staying
off the tubes. Unfortunately, one week
into listening to the Copland CTA 301
preamplifier and CTA 504 power ampli-
fier, I suddenly realised I was back on the
bottles to stay.

For a valve ampli-
fier to survive in to-
day’s solid-state
market, it has to be
something really spe-
cial. Many companies
make a feature of the
valves by displaying
them for all to see, oth-
erssimplybathethelis-
tener in a rich, warm
sound. If we look back
to the days before
valve amplifiers be-
camean anachronism,
tube technology was
not considered warm
or showy, but simply
thenorm. Asthere was
no alternative to the valve, the valve am-
plifier had to perform consistently and
reliably.

Swedish amplifier manufacturer
Copland isoneof the few valve amplifier
companies thatmakesninetiesvalveamps
with the fifties no-nonsense mentality.

28 Hi-Fi Choice December 1993

The guts of a warm machine;
the CTA 504 power amplifi-
er’s innards are in stark
contrast to its sophisticated
external appearance.

No flashy exposed valves or acres of
chrome on a Copland; the style is pure
Swedish sophistication, understated and
refined.

The £1,250 CTA 301 preamplifier and
£1,750 CTA 504 power amplifier are typi-
cal examples of the Copland design brief.
The large knobs are easy to operate and
have a satisfying resistance that gives the
impression that the amplifier isn't going
to fallaparttwo weeks
after the guarantee
runsout. The two are
built to be unfussy, so
that the power ampli-
fier can sit on top of
the preamplifier with-
out inciting the trans-
formers to riot. If you
want to be fussy and
place theamplifierson
separate tables and
supports, the Copland
duo will improve
slightly, but the basic
package is so user-
friendly thatitdoesn’t
need to be handled
with kid gloves.

Althoughitmay be
overstating the point, you get such an
aura of confidence from the Copland
amplifiers that you quickly forget that
there are hot-running valves inside the
casing. There are no ornate warming-up
rituals; it simply powers up without fuss,
leaving a single green LED in the top

Swedish tube technology at its most
elegant; this pair is designed to
sound as good as it looks.

right-hand corner of each amplifier.

Both preand poweramplifiersarecom-
paratively straightforward designs, but
engineered to perfection. The CTA 301
uses a passive, shunt regulated push-pull
phono stage, with two pairs of E83CC
valves, while the line amplifier uses a
single E82CC per channel. The GTA 301
also features a soft start, which gently
wakes the valves up when first switched
on — the usual start-up for valve ampli-
fiers is akin to the tubes being woken up
by a foghorn in the morning. As with
most valve preamps, it can't deal with
moving coil cartridges without a
separate step-up transformer. However,
unlike some valve preampsi it is whisper
quiet in operation.

Refined and transparent

The CTA 504 power amplifier is no less
well designed. A 50W pentode design,
using two 6550 output valves per side,
the power amplifier can also be operated
in triode mode, which halves the power
output, but makes the amplifier consid-
erably more refined and transparent.
Copland’s designer, Ole Moller, spent



CcCOPLAND

CONTROL VALVE AMPLIFIER CTA 301

LAND

APLURERCTA 504

considerable time designing the seven
power supplies for the 504. These keep a
tight rein over the voltage reaching the
valves for a longer operating life.

In use, both pre and power amps
acquit themselves as first-rate perform-
ers. Used separately and with other am-
plifiers, the CTA 301 and 504 had grace,
control, dynamics and a good sense of
rhythm. But they really excelled when
used together.

The duo is just on the right side of
musical warmth. Occasionally, the rosy-
coloured glasses appear in front of the
loudspeakers, adding a bit too much tonal
beauty,but for the most part, the Coplands
have just the right blend of warmth and
clarity. The combination has the sort of
dynamic abilities you’d expect from a
well designed amplifier with triode aspi-
rations. It doesn’t quite ring the musical
changesof Mahler’s Second Symphony with
the finesse of a single-ended triode amp,
but makes a pretty fair stab at it.

If anything, on first listening, the
Coplands hide their quality, only to re-
veal it after you have fallen under their
spell some hours, days or weeks later. Itis

only when the CTA 301 and CTA 504 are
removed from the system that you realise
just how beguiling their abilities truly
are. They have the liquid, three-
dimensionality common to every good
valve amp, combined with a tight grip
over the bottom octaves, thatis capable of
resolving all bar the most subtle of
dynamic changes.

Reputation in the making

The entire package — both sonically and
in terms of build quality —reminds me of
the Quad 22/l combination of the late
fifties and sixties. Built to last forever,
both products were in the reference class
of their time, and a fully restored pair of
Quad Il power amps can still sound stun-
ning today. In many respects, Quad’s
reputation for reliability and service rests
upon these classic amplifiers.

With refined products like the CTA
301 and CTA 504, I have no reason to
doubt that Copland will develop a simi-
lar reputation in years to come.

Absolute Sounds, 58 Durham Rd, London
SW20 ODE. @ 081-947 5047

Home on
the
dynamic
range

The perfect loudspeaker
doesn’t exist, but Jason
Kennedy believes he may
have discovered a design that
comes pretty close in the
Horning Agathon.

7 Wl The whole point of this hi-filarkis
. to make the music on our discs
+ more accessible, to give some in-
#=sight into the message that the
composer or artist is trying to get across.
Whether that message is to get up off
your ass and shake your head or to do
something altogether moresophisticated,
you want equipment that can translate it
with ease, clarity and the minimum of
musical distortion.

When you hear the Horning Agathon,
yourealise how faraway from such a goal
the majority of loudspeakers are, which is
abitdepressing given their price and size
(101x36x35cm). However, once you've
listened to them for a while, £3,500 doesn’t
seem so much for what is a remarkably
domesticated horn loudspeaker.

The Horning Agathon is a horn loaded
design that’s made in Denmark by
Tommy Hoerning. It uses a cone tweeter
and two Lowther drive units per cabinet.
The distinctive white paper cone you can
see in the picture on page 31 covers the
midrange and has its own infinite baffle
enclosure. The other one covers the bass
and its rearward output is horn loaded.
The horn mouth is between the bottom of

e
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“1ALPHASON

AN ALPHASON

WHAT'S

IN

THE UNIQUE TENSIONED ROD CONSTRUCTION
INCREASES THE STRUCTURAL STIFFNESS OF
THE SHELVES REDUCING VIBRATIONS AND
ALLOWING THE HI-FI TO PERFORM AT ITS
BEST.

18mm MDF OR

TOUGHENED
GLASS SHELF

8mm
TENSION
ROD

BASE SHELF
ISOLATION SPIKE

THIS PROFESSIONAL ACOUSTIC DESIGN
APPROACH TO THE CONSTRUCTION ALLOWS
CLEAN REPRODUCTION OF BASS FREQUENCIES
AND ACCURATE HARMONIC STRUCTURES,
FREE FROM THE "MUDDYING" EFFECTS
COMMONLY FOUND IN OTHER SO CALLED
HI-FI FURNITURE.

TOTALLY MODULAR
ANY CONFIGURATION MAY BE  SELECTED
TO SUIT YOUR PARTICULAR REQUIREMENTS
BY ADDING SHELF MODULES ON TO THE
STANDARD 2, 3, 4 OR 5 SHELF
CONFIGURATIONS.

THE DECISION TO INVEST IN AN ALPHASON
SUPPORT SYSTEM WILL ENSURE THE BEST
PERFORMANCE FROM YOUR HI-FI.

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THE COUPON
TO RECEIVE OUR LATEST BROCHURE WHICH
DETAILS OUR COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF
HIGH PERFORMANCE HI-FI, AUDIO VISUAL
AND LOUDSPEAKER SUPPORTS.

Please send me full details of your latest brochure

L, Name

| Address

Postcode = Hci2/93

| PATH GROUP PLC, Unit 2, Desborough Industrial Park,
| Desborough Park Road, High Wycomb, Bucks HP12 3BG

Alternatively Telephone (0494) 441 736
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STATEMENTS

the cabinet and its plinth. In its basic
Bronze guise, the Agathon uses a PM6A (A
for alnico magnet) midrange unit and a
PM2C bass driver. There are three alter-
native guises, however, with higher grade
Lowther drive units. These are called Sil-
ver, Gold and .

One unusual feature of the Agathon is
its use of a transformer for matching the
load of the speaker to the amplifier.
There’s a plate in the back that’s riddled
with 4mm sockets so that its various
windings can be bridged with gold plated
links toachievealternativeresponsesfrom
the speaker. The design uses the charac-
teristics of the horn and the midrange
enclosure to actas mechanical crossovers
for the Lowther drivers. The only net-
work component is a capacitor for the
tweeter.

From an amplifier’s point of view, the
Agathon is highly efficient (the manufac-
turer states 95dBW) with a four ohm im-
pedance that's assisted by the
aforementioned transformer. I achieved
excellent results with a variety of ampli-
fiersincluding the Audio Innovations Sec-
ond Audios, a Border Patrol Chargehand
and an Audio Note Kassai. The two latter
single ended designs proved particularly
gratifying.

Living presence
When [ first put the Agatiions in my sys-
tem two things struck me; what an in-
credibly solid sense of stereo they created
and how odd Donald Fagen’s voice
sounded. The latter turned out to be a
factor of the recording which I gotused to
very quickly. The way the Agatlions man-
aged to turn musical instruments into
living, resonating three dimensional ob-
jects constantly enthralled me through-
out the review.

They achieve this
with  tremendous
midrange transpar-
ency. The Lowther
drivers used are prob-
ably thebest midrange
driversin the universe
but they are expensive
and difficult to use,
which tends to make
them unfashionable.
Theyalso make a dra-
matic case for the su-
periority of valve
amplifiers, whichisn’t
always going to be a
popular approach.

This plate full of sockets is

used to bridge a transformer
which tailors the Agathon’s
response to your amplifier
and listening room.

Whatever the arguments, the drivers in
this speaker are dynamic, subtle and
revealing to a degree that’s far too rare.

Tonally they can seem a little dull, but
if you change over to a more open ampli-
fier the sound opens out with it. Rarely
have I come across a speaker that is as
revealing as this. No sooner do you think
you’ve gotahandle on the speaker’s char-
acter than a change of component reveals
that what you werelis-
tening to was an amp
or a tonearm. How-
ever, I'm prepared to
suggest that the
speakerisalittlerolled
off at both extremes
and thatthe midrange
unit, which carries the
canright up to 10kHz,
has a tendency to steal
the show.

But these speakers
aren’t really about hi-
fiequipment. They are
aboutlistening todiscs
(both silver and black),
nearly all of which

sound excellent. The Agatlions have this
uncanny ability to find the best in every
recording that they’re presented with.
Recordings sound different but unless
you contrastexamplesfromoppositeends
of the spectrum rarely does anything
sound bad. They revel in the grunt on
Yello’s Baby, expand in all dimensions
with Rachmaninov’s Symphonic Dances
and open up the room with any one of
Zappa's excellent live performances.

I had around 15 pages of notes to sift
through for this review,and there’sbarely
space for a third of the positive points I
made. The Horning Agathon isn’t a per-
fect speaker — they don’t exist — but it’s
one ofthe mostcompletel’ve comeacross.

If you prefer acoustic music (such as
classical, jazz and folk) I'd be surprised if
there’s anything that comes close for the
price. Just remember that stereo doesn’t
mean two channels. It means solid, and
the Horning Agathon is capable of creat-
ing some of the mostsolid soundsaround.

Definitive Audio, 2 Carlyle Rd, West

Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7NQ.
= (0602) 813562
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WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE
T0 HI-H CHOICE

Why pay £2.95 for your copy of Hi-Fi Choice each month when you
could pay as little as £1.787 By taking out a one year subscription to
Hi-Fi Choice you'll get 29% off the cover price, and if you subscribe for

two years, you will save a staggering 40%

And we'll send you a free gift

Subscribe today and we'll send you two gorgeous Hi-Fi Choice CD
storage racks absolutely FREE. These simple fliptrays can hold up to 12
CDs each and allow you to browse through easily. What’s more, these
racks can be built up into a larger storage system by linking them
together. (Extra racks are available, see this month’s Reader’s Offers)

Pay the easy way & claim a bonus gift!

In response to readers’ requests we are now offering direct debit as the
hassle free way to pay for your Hi-Fi Choice subscription AND as a special
offer, all subscribers paying by direct debit will also get 3 extra CD racks,

Join the Hi-Fi Choeice subscriber club - and see
What you get!

e HUGE SAVINGS! A discount of up to 40% on the normal cover price.
issue could cost you as little as £1.78)
e FREE CD RACKS! when you take out a subscription to Hi-Fi Choice we’ll send
you two FREE CD holders.
e SPECIAL DEALS! 10% off all mail order purchases, plus access to page after
page of unique club member offers.
e DISCOUNT ENTRY to shows sponsored by Hi-Fi Choice, and preferred access
to all Hi-Fi Choice demo areas

making a total of 5 free with your subscription.

INCICERaSS

‘ ey
'U\ el m\i\\\\%
?,\S““a S '6\\5\\ 3;5\! it
“\;‘:‘ r:"‘ ™ e But®

CE/Mip
alapa”m s

(Each

YES! | would like to take advantage of this special offer. Please start my
subscription from the next available issue and send me my FREE CD holders.
1 year (12 issues) [ ] UK £25.00 [_] Europe £39.00 [_] World £51.50
2 years (12 issues) [_] UK £42.50 [_] Furope £68.00 [_] World £89.50

Daytime Telephone NUMDET .........c.ccoiiiiiiiiieice e
METHOD OF PAYMENT

[] l'enclose a cheque for £...........cco.ccoovviovrvioerioeieee, (sterling) made
payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd — HFC

[] Please charge my [_] Visa[_] Access/Mastercard
Credit Card Number |__|__ || 11| || "I 1111 _1_I_1

[ ]| would like to pay by direct debit and claim my FREE extra CD racks

Name 0f aCCOUNT NOIAEI(S). ...vvvvvvvveriiiiiiiii e
Bank sortcode I__|__[1__|__II__I_ |
Account number I__1__ ||| |||

.................................................................... Postcode..

I/We instruct you to pay Direct Debits from my/our account at the request of Denms
Publishing Ltd. The amounts are variable and may be debited on various dates. l/we
understand that Dennis Publishing Ltd may change the amounts and dates only after
giving prior notice. I/we will inform the Bank in writing if I/we wish to cancel this
instruction. If any Direct Debit is paid which breaks the terms of these instructions the
Bank will make a refund.

Date:..............cocoooiiiii Originator's identification number 724680
NB Banks may refuse to accept instructions from some types of account.
D Please indicate here if you do not wish to receive details of further special offers or new products.
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How to subscrihe
Postage is FREE in the
UK. Send to Hi-Fi
Choice subscriptions,
FREEPOST WD7, Market
Harborough,
Leicestershire, LES7
4AU.

Overseas subscribers to
Hi-Fi Choice
Subscriptions, Tower
House, Sovereign Park,
Market Harborough,
Leicestershire, LE16
9PG

Phone our credit
card fotine on
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Pioneer audio co
Our mspiration. Yo

PD-S802 CD Player \With Stable Platter
Mechanism transport, Pulseflow D/A Convertor
and Legato Link Conversion monotonic digital
filtering, designed to deliver a more musical,
natural sound quality.

Legato [ jnk Conversipy

"The Pioneer PD-S802 brings the not inconsiderable

benefits of tremendous dynamic range and transient

attack combined with astonishing detail resolution"
.Hi-Fi News & Record Review October 1993

A-400X Amplifier Employing Pioneer's
exclusive Super Linear Circuit with low levels of
overall negative feedback to provide an audiophile
performance at a most affordable price.

"Builds on the strengths of the A-400; powerful and
exciting. . . We lost count of the 'never noticed that

before' moments we had with this amp."
WHAT HI-FI? August 1993

S$-4UK Loudspeakers Avoiding the signal
degradation caused by traditional crossover
networks - such as insertion loss and phase
aberrations - by having nothing in the signal path
other than one high-grade capacitor and a few
centimetres of LC-OFC wire.

"Open, detailed sounding; simple design; good
stereo imaging. . . It looks, and sounds, as if
Pioneer's got it just about right."

WHAT HI-FI? September 1993
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AVON

Paul Roberts, Bristol

Paul Roberts, Bristol

Paul Roberts, Weston-Super-Mare
Radford Hi-Fi, Bristol

BEDFORDSHIRE
B & B Hi-Fi, Luton
Richards Audio Visual, Bedford

BERKSHIRE

B & B Hi-Fi, Bracknell

B & B Hi-Fi, Maidennead

B & B Hi-Fi, Newbury

B & B Hi-Fi, Reading

Frasers Hi-Fi & Video, Slough
Frasers Hi-Fi & Video, Wokingham

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
B & B Hi-Fi, High Wycombe

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Cambridge Hi-Fi, Cambridge

The Hi-Fi Company, Peterborough
University Audio, Cambridge

CHESHIRE
Hamlets Audio Visual, Cheadle

Hamlets Audio Visual, Stockport
Tomorrow Studios, Warrington

CORNWALL

ETS Electricentres, Helston
ETS Electricentres, Penzance
H.B.H. Woolacotts, Bude
Truro Hi-Fi, Truro

CUMBRIA
Kenneth Gardner, Kendal

DERBYSHIRE
Roy Smith Electrical, Chesterfield
Stuart Westmoreland, Derby

DEVON

Bernard Smith, Bamnstaple
Radford Hi-Fi, Exeter
Radford Hi-Fi, Plymouth
Upton Electronics, Paignton

DORSET
Movement Audio, Bournemouth

Movement Audio, Poole

ESSEX

Chew & Oshorne, Epping

Chew & Osborne, Saffron Walden
Classic Sound & Vision,
Southend-on-Sea

Hi-Spek Electronics, Brentwood
Peter Foulkes, Colchester

Peter Foulkes, Maldon

Twenty 20 Audio Visual,

West Thurrock

Waters & Stanton, Hockley
Waters & Stanton, Hornchurch

Woolfmans, Basildon
Woolfmans, liford

0272 429370
0272 250760
0934 414423
0272 428248

0582 459915
0234 365165

0344 424556
0628 73420
0635 32474

0734 583730

0753 520244

0734 794998

0494 535910

0223 67773
0733 341755
0223 354237

061-428 5278
061-428 6367
061-476 3500

0925 36215

0326 573285
0736 64274
0288 352269
0872 79809

0539 721953

0246 234953
0332 367546

0271 43503
0392 218895
0752 226011
0803 551329

0202 529988
0202 730865
0202 721983

0992 574242
0799 523728
0702 461634
0702 600130
0277 226303
0206 767428
0621 853148

0708 891818
0702 206835
0702 204965
0708 444765
0268 285922
081-514 7231

REFERENCE
P@INT

h 4

YOUR REFERENCE POINTS
FOR THE BEST HI-FI

Reference Point is a sound partnership between Pioneer and a nationwide network
of specialist hi-fi dealers, selected because they're the most reputable independent experts.
Visit any Pioneer Reference Point dealer for the best advice and service.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
Hutchinsons, Creltenham
Robbs, Gloucester

0242 573012
0452 419777

GREATER MANCHESTER
Bill Hutchinson, M ter
Cleartone Hi-Fi,

Hamlets Audio Visual,
Ashton-u-Lyne

Tomorrow Studios, Sale

061-839 8800
061-835 1156

061-343 5127
061-962 4651

HAMPSHIRE

Bryants Hi-Fi, Aldershot
Cristavision, Fareham

Now That's Hi-Fi, Portsmouth

Sinclair Youngs, Basingstoke

Southampton Hi-Fi Centre,
Southampton

HERTFORDSHIRE

Chew & Osborne, Bishop's Stortford 0279 656401
David Orton Ltd, Hitchin 0462 452248
Herts Hi-Fi, Hoddesdon 0992 441172
RadioLux, Watford 0923 229734

HUMBERSIDE
Superfi, Hul

ISLE OF WIGHT
Russells, Newport 0983 523864
KENT

Howes of Southborough,
Tunbndge Wells

Kimberley Hi-Fi, Bexleyheath
Whitstable Tele-Radio, Whiisiable

0892 528682
0892 537288
081-304 3272
0227 272028

LANCASHIRE

Cleartone Hi-Fi, Bolion
Kenneth Gardner, | ¢
Norman Audio, Blackpool

0204 31423
0524 64328
0253 295661
0772 53057
0772 555769
0695 573456
0254 887799

Norman Audio, Preston

P & A Audio Video, Ormskirk
Romers Hi-Fi, Blackburn

LEICESTERSHIRE
Mays Hi-Fi, Leicester 0533 625625
LINCOLNSHIRE

Superfi, Lincoln 0522 520265

LONDON

Babber Electronics, W13
Brians Hi-Fi, W1

Covent Garden Records, WC2
Hi Spek Electronics, N3
Hi-Way Hi-Fi, w2

Kamla Electronics, W1
Light & Sound, £6

Myers Audio, £17
Spatial Audio, W1

Stereo Regent Street, W1
Superfi, N\W1

-579 6315
11109
-379 7427
1-349 1166
402 2441
71-323 2747
-472 1373
-520 7277
/1-637 8702
-287 2458
1388 1300

MERSEYSIDE

Beaver Hi-Fi, Liverpool 1-709 9898

MIDDLESEX

Musical Images, Edgware
Musical Images, Hounslow
T.A.S., Eastcote
T.A.S.,Ruislip Manor

NORFOLK

Adcock & Sons, Wation
Martins Hi-Fi, King's Lynn
Martins Hi-Fi, Norwich

0953 881248
0553 761683
0603 627010

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
H.G. Rapkin, Northampton 0604 37515
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

F.L. Smith Electrical, Mansfield

F.L. Smith Electrical, Worksop 0

Forum Hi-Fi, Nottingham 0602 50
Superfi, Nottingham 0602 412137

OXFORDSHIRE
Sound ‘n’ Vision, Bicester
Witney Audio Centre, Witney

0869 246491
0993 702414

SHROPSHIRE

Shropshire Hi-Fi, Shiewsbury 0743 232065
0743 232317

W. Owen, Telford C 1

SOMERSET
Paul Roberts, Taunion

STAFFORDSHIRE
Purkiss Hi-Fi, Hanley
Universal Electronics, Cannock

SUFFOLK
Peter Watts, Bury St Edmunds
System Sound, Sudoury

SURREY

Audiolite, Thornion Heath
Cosmic, Addlestone
Tru-Fi, Leatherhead
Tru-Fi, Redhil 0737 766128
0737 767404
Weybridge Audio, Weybrdge 0932 851121
SUSSEX EAST

Smythe & Barrie, Eastbourne
Sunderland Electronics, Brighton

0323 29192
0273774113
SUSSEX WEST

Cristavision, Chichester
Sunderland Electronics, Worthing

0243 775444
0903 201187

TYNE & WEAR

Bill Hutchinson, Newcastle-u-Tyne  091-230 3600
WARWICKSHIRE

Carvells of Rugby, Rughy

The Hi-Fi Company, Leamington Spa 0926

WEST MIDLANDS

Bridge Hi-Fi, Walsal
Coventry Hi-Fi, Coventry 0203 440529
Naam Hi-Fi Vision, Brmingham ~ 021-633 4944
Naam Hi-Fi Vision, Coventry C 86
Superfi, Birmingham 021-631 2675
Universal Electronics, Wolverhampton 0902 23741
W.M.E.C.,Rowley Regis 021-559 1412

0922 640456

WILTSHIRE
P R Sounds, Melksham
P R Sounds, Trowbridge

0225 708045
0225 777799

WORCESTERSHIRE
David Waring Cameras & Hi-Fi,
Worcester

YORKSHIRE NORTH
Maxwells, Northallerton
Scarborough Hi-Fi Centre,
Scarborough

Vickers Hi-Fi, York

723 374547
0904 629659

YORKSHIRE SOUTH

Superfi, Sheffield 0742 723768

YORKSHIRE WEST

Amrik Electronics, Bradford 0274 722530
Amrik Electronics, Leeds 0532 752285
Bill Hutchinson, Leeds 0532 427777

Superfi, Leeds

NORTHERN IRELAND

C0. DOWN

Hi-Fi Experience, Belfast

- 0232 732452
LRG Sound & Vision, Belfast 0232 451381

CO. ANTRIM
LRG Sound & Vision, Lame
Nicholl Bros, Ballymena

SCOTLAND
GRAMPIAN
Holburn Hi-Fi, Aberdeen VIR
v - 0224 572729

MID LOTHIAN

Bill Hutchinson, Edinburgh 031-667 2877

STRATHCLYOE

Bill Hutchinson, Glasoow 041-248 2857

TAYSIDE

Robert Ritchie, Montrose 0674 73765
WALES

GLAMORGAN

Quinns Audio Visual Systems,

Swansea 0792 773644

GWENT

Hi-Fi Western, Newport

GWYNEDD
Owens, Bangor
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CD OFFER

FREE! EDELWEISS CD

Piano recital by Daniel Levy

Following the popularity of our first Edelweiss compilation disc, given away free with the
April edition of Hi-Fi Choice, attached to the cover of this issue is yet another CD from the
noteworthy ltalian audiophile label.

his month’s highly collectable CDis
a showcase for the extraordinary
harmony of the world’s most
treasured classical instrument: the
piano. The pieces played on this CD are
all interpreted by the pianist Daniel Levy,
whose works have already attracted
acclaim from around the world. He has
conducted an extensive study of musical
styles throughout his life, and these
superb recordings stem from this research.

Inaddition to his professional skill, his
sheer enthusiasm puts Levy among
today’smost talented performers.Levyis
atireless soloistandisin greatdemand at
some of the most prestigious musical
centres in Europe.

The piano pieces on your CD are taken
from Edelweiss’ Levy discography and
they form a musical programme that is a
fine introduction to both the performer’s
work and to the piano itself.

Track One is a Nocturne by Chopin.
Daniel’s deeply moving performance
builds a kind of salutary spell, evoking
marvellous, sonorous images of a noctur-
nal landscape. As with all Edelweiss re-
cordings, the musical event has been
transferred with as little technical artifice
as possible, thus respecting the acoustics
of theauditorium, the expressive range of
the artist and the crystalline harmonics of
Levy’s Steinway.

Tracks Two to Six reveal the magic of
Grieg, summoning up enchanted land-
scapes and the nuances of his Northern
European heritage. Special research con-
ducted during the recording made it pos-
sibleto capture surprisingly gentlesounds
which highlight this perfect coming to-

gether of the performer and his piano.
Tracks Seven and Eleven are per-

formed in homage to Venice, and are

taken from the popular Edelweiss CD, A

Daniel Levy’s Piano Recitals

1. Chopin — Nocturnes (from ED 5009)
Nocturne in B Flat Minor Op 9 no.|
Playing time: 531"

2. Grieg — Sonata in E Minor Op 7 (from ED 5005)

Allegro moderato

3. Andante molto
4. Alla menuetto
5. Finale. Molto allegro

Playing time: 19'32"

6. Grieg — Lyric Pieces (from ED 5005)

Once upon a time — Puck
Playing time: 504" and 104"

1. A Piano Recital for Venice (from ED 5024)
Mendelssohn,Venetianisches
Gondellied Op 30 no. 6
Playing time: 3’21

8. A Piano Recital for the World’s Children (from ED 144)
Schumann, Kinderszenen Op |5
Playing time: 17°07"

9. Brahms (from ED 5002)

Ballade in G minor
Playing time: 341"

10. Brahms (from ED 5002)

Intermezzo Op |18 in E Flat Minor
Playing time: 529"

11. 4 Piano Recital for Venice (from ED 5024)
Wagner/Liszt, Isolde Liebestod
Playing time: 7°21”

Total playing time: 6810”

Please note. If your copy of Hi-Fi Choice has
not been supplied with a free Edelweiss CD
attached to the cover, please contact your
vendor or newsagent, who will be able to
obtain a replacement CD for you.

Piano Recital for Venice. One has only-to
listen to the Venetianisches Gondellied by
Mendelssohn, or Liszt’s transcription for
piano of Wagner’s Isolde Liebestod from
Tristanand Isolde, tohear the echo of beauty
of the famous, but slowly sinking, Italian
city in the lagoon.

Track Eight presents the Kinderszenen
by Robert Schumann. The beauty and the
warmth of this live recording, during a
concert, are unsurpassable.

Only a few words about the pieces by
Brahms, Ballade in G Minor (Track Nine)
and the Intermezzo Op 118 in E Flat Minor
(Track Ten) are necessary. Levy’s sensi-
tive dynamics, shades of tonal colour and
elegant rhythmic presence are all cap-
tured by the superb recording quality.

Listen and enjoy.

¥

The star of this month’s show, Daniel Levy
takes a truly global approach to music.

Hi-Fi Choice December 1993 30



Cauti'o,“"

maestro at work

What are your first musical recollections?
I was four when I first discovered the
piano, which my mother used to play at
home. We also listened to recordings of
Horowitz, Heifetz, Toscanini and others.
It was a gradual discovery which took
place even before I had a teacher. I was
attracted by the various possible combi-
nations of sounds as if they were a game.
This natural discovery developed, when
I was about six, into a compulsion to
improvise and compose musical passages
dedicated to people and situations.
Every time I was asked to play these
pieces, I would repeat them exactly,
thoughlThadyettolearntoread and write
musical notes and begin my formal
musical education. I consider these years
a fundamental period during which
music was like a food to me.

Tell us about your musical education.
I began my musical education with a

cousin — a pupil of maestro Vincenzo

36 Hi-Fi Choice December 1993

This month’s free CD high-
lights the virtuoso piano
skills of Daniel Levy, one of
Fdelweiss’ major performers.
We spoke to Daniel Levy
about his love of music, his
philosophy on performing
and his views about the state
of the classical music
mdustry today.

CD OFFER

Scaramuzza, and a concert artist in her
own right — who took me through the
first steps of piano technique, musical
theory and the study of Bach’s The Well-
tempered Clavier.

Soon after, I took classes with the great
maestro Scaramuzza himself and with
one of his most important pupils, Mrs.
Ana Gelber. These teachers were pivotal
tomy musical development. To complete
my education, I later studied composi-
tion, conducting and musicology, in ad-
dition to master classes and seminars.

In those years, not that long ago,
Buenos Aires was still a cosmopolitan
musical metropolis where the great Rus-
sian, German and Italian teachers would
receive pupils from all over the world.

However, these later studies did not
add much to the basic core which I had
acquired under my first two teachers —
that is a deep love for music, the idea that
technique is an aspect of musical energy,
and that the body, the mind, the soul, the
arms and the hands together form a psy-
cho-physical unity which can express
thoughts and musical intuitions.

Is music your main activity?
Yes, if by music you mean drawing con-
stantinspirationand channelling thatinto
teaching, recording and performing.
Thavealwayslived with theidea of the
piano and music as my microcosm, but I
felt that my education should not be lim-
ited to the narrow confines of keyboard
specialisation. Hence, I have developed
interests in psychology, philosophy and
religion which have helped me develop
my truly global idea of music.

Your recordings are marked by a bright and
powerful sound. Where do yout see the border
lines between sonority and expressiveness?
There are no border lines because the
expressiveness is required by the com-
poser, but sonority depends on an inner
state of the performer.

The concentration onsound foritsown
sake makes for good listening, but mean-
ing is conveyed where there is a coher-
ence between the idea itself and the
obtained sound.

Judging by your recordings, your repertoire
is huge. However, who are the composers yotu
view as essential?

At the moment I perform a composition
from any composer, I have to feel it is the
most beautiful and important. Yet, within
this repertoire, there are composers whom
I regard as essential. Among them are
Bach, Beethoven, Schubert, Schumann,
Brahms and Scriabin.



The Meridian
High Definition
Music System

BOOTHROYD STUART

_MERIDIAN

The Meridian High Definition Music System realises for
the first time the full potential of digital sound recording.
No other audio system carries the digital signal from a
compact disc to the heart of the loudspeaker.

The benefits are clear; no distortion or compromise;
easy instant remote control; and error free adjustment
to match your room acoustic. Soon, all sources will be
digital. Today, the Meridian High Definition Music
System shows the way.

Meridian electronics products provide a choice of CD
players, FM radio tuners, control units and amplifiers to
manage all the analogue, video and digital sources you
may need. All Meridian products can be controlled from
one handset in one room or around the house.

The elegant and intelligent Meridian DSP5000
loudspeaker displays what is happening at all times and
even includes an automatic memory to match its
performance to each source and each room.

Only Meridian can bring you this level of sound quality
and convenience today. Ask your dealer to demonstrate
the Meridian High Definition Music system or call us for
details.

Meridian Audio Ltd.
14 Clifton Road
Huntingdon PE18 7EJ
(0480) 52144

Meridian America Inc.
3800 Camp Creek Parkway
Building 2400, Suite 112

Atlanta, GA 30331

(404) 344 7111 e
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DENON « AVC 3020

Cinema in your home with dynamic, natural sound.

The heart of this AV amp is a specially designed high spec Dolby
Pro-Logic decoder with ‘Time Link’ digital delay for the rear channels
giving an unsurpassed quality in surround sound.

This is backed up by a powerful 80 watts per channel output for
L/R, 35wpc centre and 35wpc rear as well as a comprehensive array of
video and audio inputs and a learning remote control system.

WHAT\
BEST BUY
\VIDEO_~

APRIL 1993
“A/V flagship we can heartily recommend”

ZELD
ﬂlﬂﬂ"""”“'ﬂmﬂ

WINTER 1992
“Even as a hi-fi amplifier, the Denon is

For details of our other Best Buys and Recommendeds, pleose fill in this coupon and send to: Denon, FREEPOST, Hayden House,
Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St Peter, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 9BS. Tel: 0753 888447.
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Each month we're giving
away a one metre pair of
Isoda interconnect cables to
the writer of the most
interesting letter. If you've
any queries send them to:
Hi-Fi Choice (Help!), Dennis
Publishing Ltd,|9 Bolsover
Street, London WIP 7H].

The 20 year itch

After over 20 years, my much-
loved and much-used B&O
1600 hi-fi system is nearing the
end of its days, and I want to
add a good quality CD player
to the set-up.

I am informed by my local
specialists that it is not
possible to add a CD player to
my system, as it is too old, and
that my Wharfedale Glendale
3XP loudspeakers will not be
able to cope with the input
from a modern player.

My interests are in hi-fi
reproduction of organ,
classical orchestral music and
choral singing. I need a
system, for about £2,500, that
includes turntable, CD player,
FM tuner, tape deck, amplifier
and good quality speakers.

My room is approx 6m by
4m. [ want to finish up with a
system that will give me many
hours of audio enjoyment
without having to go over the
top financially.

P E Tadgell,
Worcester Park, Surrey.

E1 Help!

Although adding a CD player to
an antiquated system may lead
you to consider replacing the lot,
the B&O 1600 may not be as
redundant as your dealer has
suggested. A CD player can be
added to the 1600 system through
the tape input. If you already
have a tape machine, there are
after-market switching boxes that
allow a tape deck and a CD player
to run from the same input.
We’re not convinced that a CD
player would shake the
Glendales to pieces either; CDs
have wide dynamic range but as
long as you are sensible with
volume there should be no
problem.

Hozwever, it may be worth
starting over again, with a
completely new system that will
last another 20 years. For a little
over £2,500, we would recom-
mend a system featuring a
Systemdek 1IXE/900AP
turntable, a Rega RB300 tonearm
with an Ortofon 510 cartridge,
supported by a dedicated table.

The rest of the system should
consist of a Rotel RCD-965BX
CD player, Denon TU-260L
tuner, Sony TC-K520 cassette
recorder, Audio Innovations
Series 30011 valve amplifier all
on a Sound Organisation multi-
tier table, and a pair of Audio
Note AN-] loudspeakers on
heavyweight [PW stands.
Finally, connect the system up
with the lower cost Audio Note
cables for a well balanced sound.

Affordable tube power: Audio
Innovations’ Series 30011.

OUR EXPERTS SOLVE

YOUR HI-FI QUERIES

QUERY OF THE MONTH
Unforgiving undergraduate

I have recently equipped myself
with a Marantz CD-5211 CD
player, Arcam Alpha 3 amplifier
and the new TDL RTL 2 floor-
standing loudspeakers. This
system has given me many
good times and some -~
genuine musical o
insights, but it lacks
warmth and the
natural balance I
have enjoyed in
other systems. |
often listen for
hours at a time
and the clinical
quality of the sound
becomes quite
unforgiving. The amp also
struggles at high volumes.
What possible upgrades do
you suggest? I listen to a wide
variety of music, and ideally
would like to hold on to the CD
player and amplifier as they have
many qualities I like. I am a full-
time student and thus on a
somewhat limited budget.
Dan Leggett,
Worthing, Sussex.

Aside from some very minor
changes, sit tight until you have
paid off your student loan. A serious

Magnum Opus

The equipment I have is as
follows: Rega Planar 3
turntable with a Linn K9
cartridge, Pioneer PD-9700 CD
player, Rotel RA-940BX
amplifier and a pair of
Goodmans Magnum K2
speakers, which I have had for
the last 22 years.

I am considering alterna-
tive speakers and I'm attracted
by the good reports on the
floorstanding loudspeakers in
the £700 bracket. Would they
suit my equipment and would
I notice a significant improve-
ment, as I don’t fancy spend-

ing £700 and being disap-
pointed? I intend to hear them
first, of course, but would
appreciate your comments.

In short, don’t do it! Using a pair
of Mission 753s or Castle
Chesters with your system as it
stands is a recipe for disaster, or
at least
dissatisfac-
tion. You
would be far
better off with
a more
humble pair of
speakers, such

upgrade may involve a complete re-
think, and this involves major cash
injections. As you find the amp
struggles at high volumes, you may
need to add a beefier amplifier like
the Arcam Delta 290 or
Audiogram MB1 which
sounds warm and
rich, and has bags of
N\ '\ power to boot.
v l In the
o meantime, go
il through the
g system as if your
life depended upon
it, levelling each
component carefully
on its own shelf, and
preferably on a dedicated
equipment table. You may also find
the addition of a Mission Isoplat or
Base baseboard under the Marantz
CD player will help to alleviate the
problems you mention.

Adopt the same regime for the
loudspeakers, following the
manufacturer’s recommendations
carefully and ensuring that the
speakers cannot rock on their spikes.
Experiment with toeing in too.
Finally, add some of the excellent
Isoda interconnect that MPI Electric
generously supply to the letter of the
month winners.

Dave Edwards,
Dundee, Scotland.
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Tony Kleiser ~ Nigel Harradine

Uxbridge Audio ~ West London
109 Chiswick High Road - ,

- Chiswick
London W4 2ED

22:n,d;fJUne 1993

% Dear Sir,

| am writing to you, to inform you that | have recently purchased several items
from your Chiswick shop. - - ,

The reason for this letter is that | have never had such freedom and pleasure
buying anything in my life. '

Your staff are all friendly and very helpful. One person in particular has put
himself out to help me non stop. That person is Gordon, it is because of his help,
that you can be assured of seeing me in your Chiswick shop very soon, ready to

, s,it,fylisten and purchase any new items | may like the sound of.

| would also like to thank you for giving me the chance to improve my system
without having to feel as though I'm being forced to buy because it’s there.

Thank you once again for your help and staff. | would appreciate it if you showed
Gordon this letter, as I'm looking forward to my next listening session and cup of
coffee.

Yours gratefully,

Vegel Harradine

Nigel Harradine

UXBRIDGE
278 High Street
Uxbridge
Middlesex UB8 1LZ
0895 230404

Open 10am till 6pm
Monday to Saturday

CHISWICK
109 Chiswick High Road
Chiswick
London W4 2ED
081-742 3444

Open 10am till 6pm

Monday to Saturday



as [PW AP3s with heavy [PW
stands. Use spare funds on a run
of Audio Note AN-B loudspeaker
cable. Alternatively, try Linn
Index II speakers and Ku-Stone
stands with K400 cable. Either
speaker system will make for a far
more balanced performance, and
allow for future improvements of
front-end and amplifier when the
time comes.

Stack "em high

My problem is one from the
real world, not an ideal place
for hi-fi. I currently have a
Rotel RCD-965BX CD player,
Audiolab 8000A amplifier,
Mission 753 loudspeakers plus
a cassette deck, tuner and
turntable — and no room for
specialist furniture.
This equipment resides on
a very sturdy sideboard with
room for only three compo-
nents side by side. Therefore,
at least three of the five
components must be stacked,
but which three, in which
order and where should
Mission Isoplats or Sorbothane
be used for best effect? Seismic
Sinks are currently out of
financial reach.
D Taplin,
Pontesbury, Shropshire.

If you consider
which pieces of

equip-

Mission’s
Isoplat works
well but watch out
for the slippery feet.

ment are of primary importance,
place them on the sideboard and
then stack the secondary devices
on top.

First, place the turntable by
itself, as it is very sensitive to

Is the Tannoy 611 well suited to top turntable performance?

vibration and will not benefit
from sitting atop another
component. The same principal
applies to the CD player,
although it is not quite as
sensitive. The other component
that would benefit from a solid
grounding is the amplifier, as its
function is so central to the
performance of the system.

The two remaining
components can be placed on top
of the CD player and amplifier.
Occasionally, this can create
hum; if this is the case, swap the
tuner and tape deck over.
Sorbothane feet or Isoplats
would help under all of the
components in your system,
except for the turntable. Be
careful of the slippery nature of
the Isoplat plastic feet on a
polished surface.

So you Linn again

My system consists of a Linn
Sondek LP12 turntable, with
Lingo power supply and
Cirkus bearing upgrade, Ittok
LVII arm and K9 cartridge.
This is connected to an
Audiolab 8000A (MKI)
amplifier and a pair of
Acoustic Research AR18
speakers on Linn Sara stands
and connected with Linn K20
cable.

[ have pursued the Linn
philosophy of front-end first,
but how much of an
improvement could I get from
a pair of floorstanding
loudspeakers? [ am consider-
ing the Mission 753, Linn
Keilidh or Tannoy 611. Also, is
it possible to upgrade the
amplifier to the latest specifi-
cation?

N Rogers, London.

The logical answer would seem to
be a pair of Linn Keilidhs, but
the character of the passive
Keilidh can be too laid-back for
turntable-based systems. At a
later date, bi-amping or ideally
active drive, using two or three
power amplifiers and a set of
Aktiv cards, should help equalise
the toned-down treble as well as
driving the Keilidh properly.

-

Aside from the Linn option,
speakers like the Tannoy 611,
Castle Chester or possibly the
new Mordaunt-Short MS40 or
MS50 floorstanding speakers may
fit the bill well.

Finally, although it is possible
to upgrade some parts of the Mk I
Audiolab for about £100, the Mk
11 8000A amplifier is signifi-
cantly better and radically
different from earlier versions.
Not all the upgrades are
retrofittable.

Midi migration
I currently own a good quality
Technics midi system but have
replaced the speakers with a
pair of Bose 305s, and intend
to use these as the basis for a
new system of hi-fi separates.
I plan to spend about £300

per item on a CD player,
amplifier and cassette deck,
plus a bit on decent cables. A
record deck will hopefully be
added later.

The cassette deck that I had
in mind was the new Sony
TCK-611S which has already
had first class reviews from
yourselves and other maga-
zines. [ would be grateful for
some ideas on CD players and
amps in the above price range
that will blend together well.

The system should sound
warm and clear with reason-
able bass. My listening room is
approximately 6m by 4m and I
favour rock and pop music.

Paul Frend,
Poole, Dorset.

Only one magazine has raved
about the new Sony TCK-611S
Dolby S machine so far, but it has
shouted so loud that it seems as if

Sansui’s AUX-417R amplifier
will get the best from a pair of
Bose 305 loudspeakers.

everyone has heard about it. We
shall be looking at the player with
our usual balanced outlook as
soon as a review sample becomes
available.

However, among our Best
Buys, there are several products
worth experimenting with. Start
with the Rotel RCD-965BX CD
player, add either a Denon PMA-
450, a Pioneer A-400 or a Sansui
AUX-417R amplifier and a
Harman
Kardon
TD4200
cassette
recorder, with
DNM
interconnects
and Mission
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E MODEL 20

Built to the same engineering standards and incorporating many
design features originated for the Model 30, ‘the best turntable . . ,
of all time’ this attractively priced precision turntable offers the - i : EUROPEAN
same reliability and freedom from critical adjustments. Massive A . ‘ : AUDIO
construction and vibration free moving parts ensure wide-band ' ' bl L

sound of exceptional detail, resolution and dynamic range.

|
Now available through leading dealers, further information on request from: 1‘

EUROPEAN IMAGING AND SOUND ASSOCIATION

SME LIMITED - STEYNING - SUSSEX - BN44 3GY - ENGLAND @ (oso3s1a321  Fx (09031814269




Stranded loudspeaker cable to
make a fine combination of
electronics.

The next stage would be to
add a turntable, and the logical
choice would be the Rega Planar
3 or Systemdek 11X /900 with the
Moth arm. Either of these would
work with an Audio-Technica
AT-95E cartridge.

Better buy British

My system is made up of a
Rega Planar 2 turntable,
Pioneer PD-5601 CD player,
Aura VA-50 amplifier and
Tannoy 605 loudspeakers,
used with QED 79 Strand
cable. I would like to have a
totally British set-up by
adding an Aura or Arcam
Alpha CD player.

At present, | seem to get
inconsistent sound. Mary-
Chapin Carpenter and REM
sound great, but other discs
sound dull and lacking in
bass. Would a better CD
player be worth considering
or is the speaker cable at fault?

S R Kessler,
Eastbourne, East Sussex.

Pioneer’s Legato Link digital
filtering system has its inconsist-
encies, and this may be part of the
problem, so changing the CD
player could help. We have yet to
test the new Arcam Alpha 5, but
first reports suggest that it is in
the same league as its predeces-
sor, so this may be a worthwhile
replacement for the Pioneer.

As for cables, if you want to
stay all-British, then try adding a
second set of QED 79 Strand, fo
bi-wire the system. You could
also try using two sets of Mission
Stranded cable.

Second-hand surprises

I am a new convert to hi-fi
separates, and recently bought
a Marantz CD-521ISE CD
player and a Sony TAF-242
amplifier. I am currently using
these with an old pair of
Wharfedale Deiitons, which
badly need replacing.

In the classified adverts in
Hi-Fi Choice, it appears that
bargains are to be had in

New for old. Infinity Reference 30 or Wharfedale Coleridge?

speakers which may be a few
years old and replaced by new
models. In particular, the
Wharfedale Coleridge which I
have seen for as little as £200,
although it first sold for £600.
Please could you advise
me. Are these speakers worth
buying or would the money
be better spent on a new
model? [ realise the amplifier
may not be ideal, but [ would
prefer to buy better speakers
with future upgrading in
mind.
Neal Dorman,
County Down, N Ireland.

The Coleridge and Coleridge C
loudspeakers were considered to
be competent, if not stunning,
examples of the loudspeaker
designer’s art in their time. They
are not difficult to drive and
would probably complement your

system well. As they were
considered overpriced when they
were current, the price you
mention seems pretty fair.

Ultimately, however, a decent
pair of modern £350 speakers
could see off the Coleridges, and
in the long run it might make
more sense to go for a proven
design like Heybrook HB1 S3s or
Infinity Reference 30s.

Quid pro Quad

My hi-fi system is made up of
a first generation Philips CD
303 CD player, Quad 34
preamplifier, Quad 405 power
amplifier and Quad ESL-63
loudspeakers. I am planning
an upgrade and I believe that
the CD player is the weakest

What better CD player than a
Quad 67 for a Quad system?

link in the present system.

I'm not really planning to
change the amplifier section
for the moment, so I wonder
which CD player (up to
£1,200) would be the most
interesting and suitable for my
system?

Stephan Billiet,
Brugge, Belgium.

Simple, Quad’s new 67 CD
player would seem to be the
obvious choice. There is no magic
synergy between Quad compo-
nents, but the 67 will shine
through the ESL-63 speakers.

Get stuffed

I've just bought a pair of
Mission 763 loudspeakers very
cheaply, as they contain no
acoustic damping material.
Although I was pleasantly
surprised by how good they
sound in my system —
Pioneer PD-M601 CD player
and Rotel RA-960BX amplifier
— presumably they could be
improved by reconditioning.
Bearing in mind that access
is limited via the rear terminal
blocks, could I partially fill
them with polystyrene beads
or is proper damping material
advisable and, if so, where?
N Parrish,
St Neots, Cambridgeshire.

Simply pouring polystyrene
beads into the speaker will not
suffice. The damping material
used in loudspeakers — usually
long-haired wool, rock wool or
Acoustilux wadding — needs to
fit along the insides of the side
and rear panels of the loudspeaker
cabinet.

Alternatively, there is a new
material, called Deflex, which is
claimed to break up standing
waves inside the speaker cabinets,
thereby eliminating the need for
damping material. We have yet to
look at the Deflex panels, but you
seent to have
a perfect
opportum’z‘y
to experiment
with such
damping
materials, if
you feel able.
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LONDON

Audio Venue
24 Church Rd. Crystal Palace. SE1. Tel: 081 771 7787

Billy Vee Sound Systems.

248 Lee High Rd. Lewisham SE13.Tel 081 3185755

Doug Brady Hi-Fi

18 Monmouth St, Covent Gdn WC2. Tel 071379 4010
The Cornflake Shop

37 Windmill St. W1_Tel 071 631 0472

Grahams HI-Fi

Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Rd, N1 Tel: 071 226 5500
Son et Lumiere

67 Tottenham Court Rd, W1. Tel: 071 580 9059

The Sound Organisation London

4 Pickfords Wharf, Clink St. SE1. Tel: 071 403 2255

Studio 99

79.81 Fairax Road, NW6. Tel: 071 624 8855

Uxbridge Audio

109 Chiswick High Rd, W4. Tel. 081 742 3444

NEAR LONDON

Intidelity HI-Fi
9 High St, Hampton Wick, Kingston-upon-Thames.

Tel: 081 9433530

Radford Hi-Fi

43 King Edward Court, Windsor, Berks. Tel: 0753 856931
The Sound Gallery

65 Castle St, High Wycombe, Bucks. Tel: 0494 531682
Spaidings

352-354 Lower Addiscombe Rd, Croydon, Surrey.

Tel: 081 654 1231

Studlo 99

82 High St. Harpenden, Hertfordshire. Tel. 0582 764246
Unilet Product

35 High St, New Malden, Surrey. Tel: 081 942 9567
Uxbridge Audio

278 High St. Uxbndge, Middlesex. Tel. 0895 230404

h ; SOUTH

Audio Designs
“ . . » 26 High St, East Grinstead, W Sussex. Tel 0342 314569
Friends tell me all the time’ Chichester Hi-Fidellty
7 St Pancras. Chichester, Sussex Tel 0243 776402
Jeftries Hi-FI
69 London Road, Brighton, E Sussex. Tel: 0273 609431
Jetfries HI-Fi
4 Albert Parade, Green St. Eastbourne, E Sussex.
Tel: 0323 31336
Jefiries HI-Fi
29 London Road Portsmouth, Hampshire. Tel 0705 663604
Soundcr:
40 High S\reel Ashford, Kent Tel 0233 624441
Sound Waves
1 Holbury Drove Precinct, Holbury, Hampshire.
Tel: 0703 899131
Worthing Audio
20 Teville Gate Precinct, Worthing, W. Sussex. Tel: 0903 212133

EAST

The Audio File

27 Hocia Sk bishons Stenter, Hens 1ok (270 008
The Audio

Hs e Wam Stives, Cambridgeshire. Tel: 0480 66123
Basical

The Oid SChDDl Schooi Rd,Bracon Ash, Nr. Norwich, Norfolk.
Tel: 0508 70829

Cam Audio

110 Mili Road, Cambridge. Tel. 0223 60442

Pro-Musica

6 Vineyard St, Coichester, Essex. Tel: 0206 577519

Rayleigh HI-Fi

216 Moulsham St, Chelmsford, Essex. Tel: 0245 265245
Rayleigh Hi-Fi

132.4 London Rd, Southend-on-Sea, Essex. Tel: 0702 435255
Rayleigh Hi-Fi

44A High St, Rayleigh, Essex. Tel 0268 779762

WEST

Audio Excellence
58 Bristol Rd, Gloucester. Tel: 0452 300046
Audio Excellence
65 Park St, Bristol, Avon. Tel: 0272 264975
Radford Hi-Fi
6 Fore St, St Marychurch, Torquay, Devon. Tel: 0803 326723
Radtord Hi-Fi
28 Cowick St, St. Thomas, Exeter, Devon. Tel: 0392 218895
ﬁld'Dld HI-Fi
2 James S"EE( West, Bath, Avon. Tel: 0225 446245
Rad' rd Hi-Fi
107 Corﬂﬂal\ Sl Plymouth, Devon. Tel: 0752 226011
“ ’ H 2 ” 2 ” Radford
Sure I'd like a Naim CD player “But it would cost me thousands to buy one 53154 Gouceser Road, Bristol, Avon. Tel 0272 428243
Mike Manning Audio
110 Middle Street, Yeovil, Somerset. Tef. 0935 79361

WALES

Audlo Excellence

134 Crwys Rd, Cardiff, South Glamorgan. Tel: 0222 228565
Audio Excellence

9 High St. Swansea, West Glamorgan. Tel: 0792 474608

MIDLANDS

Creative Audio

9 Dogpole, Shrewsoury, Shropshire. Tel 0743 241924
Gritfin Audio

94 Bristol St. Birmingham 5, West Midiands. Tel; 021 692 1359
Listen inn

32 Gold St. Northampton. Tel 0604 37871

Sound Advice

The Sound Factory, Duke St Loughborough, Leicestershire.
Tel 0509 218254

West Midlands Audlo

158 Ombersley Road, Worcester. Tel: 0905 58046
Overture

3 Church Lane, Banbury, Oxfordshire. Tel: 0295 272158
Westwood & Mason (Oxtord) Limited

46 George Street, Oxford. Tel: 0865 247783

NORTH

Audio Projects
45 Headingley Lane, Leeds, West Yorkshire. Tel: 0532 304565
Better HI-Fi
16 Cook Street, Lwerpoq{ 2, Merseyside. Tel: 051 227 5007
Doug Brady Hi
The Forge Conage 19 Crossgate, Otley, Leeds, West Yorkshire
Tel 0943 467689
Doug Brady Hi-Fi
401 Smithdown Rd, Liverpool 15, Merseyside. Tel: 051 733 6859
Doug Brady Hi-FI
Kingsway Studios, Kingsway North, Warrington, Cheshire
Tel: 0925 828009
Lintone Audio
8 The Arcade, Metro Centre, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear
Tel: 091 460 0999
Lintone Audio
7-11 Park Lane, Gateshead 8, Tyne & Wear. Tel: 091 477 4167
Lintone Audio
20-22 Monument Mall, Newcastie-upon-Tyne, Tyne & Wear
R Tel. 091 232 3994
“ ” “pe] ”» Lintone Audio
The CDI costs how much? It'll look great over there! 242 Park View. Whitiey Bay, Tyne & Wear. Tel: 091 252 4665
Moorgate Acoustics
184 Fitzwilliam St, Sheffield, S Yorkshire. Tel: 0742756048
Moorgate Acoustics
8 Westgate Chambers, Westgate Rotherham, S. Yorkshire.
Tel 0709 370666
Murray Hi-Fi
59a Wilmslow Rd, Handforth, Cheshire. Tel: 0625 549277
" § " o & & % Murray Hi-Fi
Put the expression back into your music with the Naim CDI. You can listen to our integrated CD player, East Anglian Buidings, Princes Dock St, Hull, Humberside
Tel: 0482 227867
incorporating all the technological innovation and expertise you'd expect from one of the world’s leading ke B e
. . . - . Tel: 0302 321421
hi-fi manufacturers, at any of the specialist retailers listed here. Sound with Sty
284 Glossop Rd, Sheffield, S Yorkshire. Tel: 0742 737893
The Sound Organisation
2B Gillygate. York. Tel- 0904 627108

What's more, it's so reasonably priced, you won’t even need the brave face.
SCOTLAND

Stereo Stereo

278 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. Strathclyde. Tel: 041 248 4079
Robert Ritchie

102 Murray St, Montrose, Tayside. Tel. 0674 73765

Now you know what’s in a Naim ’ . T & NORTHERN IRELAND
; l‘-g{i S\van:wlrs Road. Beffast. Tel: 0232 381296

Lyric
84 Bridge St, Portadown, Co. Armagh. Tel: 0762 358059




Each month we’re giving
away a fabulous Hi-Fi
Choice sweatshirt

to the writer of the most
interesting letter.

Get scribbling and send
in your views on anything
to do with hi-fi to: The
Editor, Hi-Fi Choice, 19
Bolsover Street, London
WIP 7H], or send a fax on
071-323 3547.

Glowing testimonial

I have been a hi-fi enthusiast
since the fifties, and can
remember the heady early
days of stereo. I built most of
my first hi-fi system, using
Gilbert Briggs’ loudspeaker
books and Williamson’s valve
amplifier designs.

I was the first in my area to
own a transistor amplifier — a
Leak Stereo 30 — but despite
the stunning reviews it
received at the time, I
preferred the sound from my
old valve amps.

Recently, my Leak Point
One preamplifier got too old
to work properly and I had to
find a replacement. Not
having looked at a hi-fi
magazine for nearly 30 years, I
was happy to see that there is
still a small valve amplifier
selection in this age of
microchips.

Are they a pale imitation of
the Leaks and Quads of old, I
wonder, or are they still better
than today’s transistor amps?
If the latter is the case, what
has the hi-fi industry been
doing since 1964?

Robin King,
Aberdeen.

Metal through the ages

There has been a lot of
publicity surrounding metal
cone drivers and linear array
systems over recent months.
However, I would like to
attempt to put the chronology
in order. The earliest example
of a metal driver (circa 1920)

comprised a radially pleated
diaphragm, driven at its centre
with a moving iron
mechanism.

Metal diaphragms
continued to be developed
experimentally until the early
fifties, when GEC introduced
the first commercial metal
cone driver, an eight inch full
range unit having a seamed
aluminium cone, PVC
surround and a phase plug.

After this, Goodmans
Industries commenced studies
into cone behaviour, and the
concept of Controlled Cone
Flexure (CCF) was born. Later,
in 1962 the Jordan-Watts
Module became the first full
range driver to combine CCF
with a metal cone.

The first published details
of a linear vertical array date
back to 1982, following my
extensive studies into the
improvement of stereophonic
imagery.

E J Jordan, Designs,
South Pembrokeshire.

All above board

Having read about, and
experienced, the effects that
different baseboards for the
Linn LP12 can make to the
sound of the turntable, I
decided to remove the
baseboard from my deck
altogether.

The first thing I noticed
was the openness and lack of
smearing. The notes could be
heard to start and stop a lot
faster, giving the music added
drive. There was a
stripping away of
what must have
been background
mush, leaving a dark
silence. The sound
proved far more
tuneful (always an
LP12 strength) as
well as dynamic and
taut. I'm sure that
Linn may not
approve, but it is a quick and
fun tweak.

Gary Hastie, Northants.

Write On!

Linn LP12 baseboards are often
removed in the quest for a better
sound, as it appears to make
music slightly brighter.
However, many of those who
perform a ‘boardectomy’ often
replace it after the honeymoon
period wears off.

Peter Nowicki, of Linn
Products, points out that the
procedure leaves the electronics
underneath exposed to dust and
prying fingers, which isn’t wise.

Alan Sircom,
Reviews Editor.

The classic Linn Sondek LP12.
It may be safer, but does it
sound better with a baseboard?

LETTER OF THE MONTH
Championing the cause of ecologically sound hi-fi

I own a Pioneer A-400
amplifier, and I have read in
magazines such as yours
that it is better to allow the
amp to warm up for at least
an hour before use. I have
also read that it is better to
leave the amp switched on
permanently with the
volume low.

My concern is the
amount of energy this uses.
On the rear of the amp,
Pioneer quotes the power
consumption as 500 watts.
Does this mean that I am
using the same amount of
electricity as five electric
light bulbs, 24 hours a day?
If so, I think it shows a poor
regard for the environment,
besides the obvious
financial cost.

Is the search for sonic
perfection really more
important than the preser-
vation of the planet? Are

there any manufacturers who
have considered this issue
and, if so, why are they so
silent on the matter?

Simon Eyles, Bath.

We spoke to Pioneer about the
power consumption of the A-400.
The figure stamped on the rear
panel (500 watts) is the
maximum power
consumption,
and there is a
substantial
difference
between this and
the amplifier’s
power consumption
when lying idle,
which is as little as 25
watts.

Some solid state products,
such as CD players, benefit from
being left switched on all the
time. When standing quiescent,
the power consumption of such
components is minimal. It still

taxes the environment, but only
as much as a child’s night light
or a video cassette recorder.
Most hi-fi companies take
the ecological issues in hi-fi
seriously, using recycled
packaging and environmently-
friendly paints wherever
possible. In addition, many
loudspeaker manufactur-
ers are switching
over to veneers
from sustainable
resources.
Though it
doesn’t shout it
from the rooftops,
the hi-fi industry —
like the music industry
it is closely associated with —
is slowly coming round to a
greener way of thinking.

Ed.
Win! Win! Win! Each month,
| the writer of the best Write
‘ On! letter receives an
exclusive Choice sweatshirt.
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To obtain the best from any hi-fi the
connections between the compo-
nents play an important part. We
specialise in Hi-Fi and Audio
Visual connections. We can also
tailor-make any cable to your
requirements. Our products
are British made —hand built
- to a high standard - fully
guaranteed — reliable —
using quality compo-
nents. We are consis-
tently recommended
and used by leading
British manufactu-
rers and Hi-Fi
dealers. All
these things
imply that it
is the best
product
around
and the
most ex-
pen -
sive.

Well,
that’s
partly true, it

is one of the
best products
around but as for ex-
pensive, well — that's

just not us. At the
Chord Company we like
to offer value for money

and that means not bump-
ing up the price to cover

slinky packs and expensive
marketing. We believe in qual-

ity and service and by quality we
mean something that SOUNDS
right, notsomethingthatjustlooks
expensive. That's why — we didn’t
wait for the single European market,
we’ve sold to the single world mar-
ketforthepastsevenyearsexporting
worldwide. Send off the coupon
below fora fulllist of suppliersor call
us, you will find us helpful and
receptive.

Recommended and endorsed by
AUDIOLAB : NAIM AUDIO

NAKAMICHI : MISSION CYRUS
REGA RESEARCH

THE CHORD COMPANY, 30A SARUM BUSINESS PARK, PORTWAY, SALISBURY SP4 6EA
Tel: 0722331674 Fax:0722411388

NaME:

These Musical Fidelity
stockists cater for those
obsessed with quality.

Aberdeen

HiFi Excellence 0224 322520
Alderley Edge

Aston Audio 0625 583472.
Banbury

PJ HiFi Centre 0295 263222.
Barrow in Furness

HiFi Centre 0229 838757.

Bath

Paul Green HiFi 0225 316197
Belfast

Zeus Audio 0232 332522.
Biggleswade

Sound Deals 0767 312249.
Birmingham

Music Matters 021 429 2811.
Blackburn

Romers HiFi Centre 0254 887799.
Blackpool

Norman Audio 0253 295661.
Bournemouth

Movement Audio 0202 529988.
Brighton

Powerplant 0273 775978
Sevenoaks HiFi 0273 733338.

Bristol

Radford HiFi 0272 428248.
Bury St Edmunds

Bury Audio 0284 724337.
Camborne

RJF Audio Visual 0209 612260
Cambridge

University Audio 0223 354237
Canterbury

Canterbury Hifi 0227 765315.
Castleford

Eric Wiley 0977 556774.
Chatham

Sevenoaks HiFI 0634 846859.
Chesterfield

Audioscene 0246 204005.
Cleveland

Action Acoustics 0642 480723
Congleton

Peter Martin HiFi Showroom 0260 280017
Coventry

Frank Harvey 0203 525200.
Crewe

Norman Audio 0270 211091.
Derby

Active Audio 0332 380385.
Dublin

Ceol Products Ltd 010 3531 975 984.
Eastbourne

Eastbourne Audio 0323 725828.
Edinburgh

HiFi Corner 031 556 7901.

HiFi Corner 031 220 1535.

In HiFi 031 225 8854.

Enfield

Sevenoaks HifFi 081 342 1973.
Exeter

Radford HiIFi 0392 218895.
Falkirk

HiFi Corner 0324 29011.
Folkestone

VJ HiFi 0303 256860.

Glasgow

HiFi Corner 041 248 2840.

HiFi Corner - Select 041 226 4268.
James Kerr 041 332 0988
Godstone

Surrey HiFi 0883 744755.
Grantham

The Music Box 0476 72151.
Great Yarmouth

Hughes TV & Audio 0493 656381.
Grimsby

Manders 0472 351391.
Guildford

PJ HiFi 0483 504801.

Sevenoaks HiFi 0483 36666.
Harrow

Harrow Audio 081 863 0938.
Harrogate

Harrogate HiFi 0423 504274.
Hastings

Citysound 0424 429991.
Huddersfield

Huddersfield HiFi 0484 544668.
Isle of Man

Istand Compact Disc 0624 815521.
Isle of Wight

Island Photo & HiFi Centre 0983 615300.
Leeds

Audio Projects 0532 304565.

Leek

Peter Martins 0538 383780.
Leicester

Leicester HiFi 0533 539753.

Liss

Audio Gallery 0730 895194.
Liverpool

Doug Brady HiFi 051 733 6859
London

Audio Concept. W5. 081 567 8703.
John Lewis PLC, W1. 071 629 7711
HiFi Confidential, SW1W. 071 233 0774.
HiFi Experience, W1. 071 580 3535
KJ Leisuresound, W1. 071 486 8262.
Listening Rooms, SW5. 071 244 7750.
Martins of Chelsea 071 730 6247.
Robert Taussig, W9. 071 286 1728.
Sevenoaks HiFi, Woolwich 081 855 8016.
Sound Sense. W2. 071 402 2100.
Wilfred Audio, E10. 081 539 3707.
Margate

VJ HiFi 0843 226977.

Newark

Peter Ellis HIFi 0636 704571.

New Malden

Unilet Sound & Vision 081 942 9567.
Northampton

Classic HiFi & Video 0536 515766.
Rapkins 0604 37515.

Northwood

Northwood Audio 0923 820877.
Nottingham

Nottingham HiFi Centre 0602 786919.
Oxford

Audio T 0865 65961.

Oxford Audio 0865 790879.

Plymouth

HiFi Attic 0752 669511.
Poole

Movement Audio 0202 730865
Preston

Norman Audio 0772 253057.
Radlett

Radlett Audio 0923 856497.
Reading

Reading HiFi 0734 585463.
Richmond

Riverside HiFi 081 892 7613.
Rotherham

Moorgate Acoustics 0709 370666.
Salisbury

Salisbury HiFi 0722 322179.
Scarborough

Scarborough HiFi 0723 374547.
Sevenoaks

Sevenoaks HiFi 0732 459555.
Sheffield

Moorgate Acoustics 0742 756048.
Shrewsbury

Shropshire HiFi 0743 232317.
St Albans

Darby’'s TV HiFi 0727 85159€.
Stevenage

Sound Deals 0438 369999.
Stoke-on-Trent

Active Audio 0782 214994.
Stratford upon Avon

Stratford HiFi 0789 414533.
Sutton Coldfield

Amadeus Sound & Vision 021 354 2311
Tamworth

Active Audio 0827 53355.
Torquay

Chelston HiFi 0803 606863.
Tunbridge Wells

Sevenoaks HiFi 0892 531543.
Walsall

Sound Academy 0922 473499.
Warrington

Doug Brady HiFi 0925 828009.
West Yorkshire

Doug Brady 0943 467689
Weymouth

Weymouth HiFi 0305 785729.
Wilmslow

Swifts of Wilmslow 0625 526213.
Winchester

County Music 0962 856161
Witham

Sevenoaks HiFi 0376 501733.
Worthing

Phase 3 HiFi 0903 245577.
Wrexham

Acton Gate Audio 0978 364500.
York

Audio Clinic 0904 646 309

MUSICAL FIDELITY




A1000. ONLY IF YOU'RE OBSESSED WITH QUALITY.

When you listen to the A1000 Class A Super Pre-Main Amplifier with outboard power supply you'll know why hearing is believing.

Musical Fidelity, 15/16 Olympic Trading Estate, Fulton Road, Wembley HA9 OTF. Telephone 081-900 2866
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WIN! WIN! WIN! WIN! WIN! WIN! WIN! WIN!

00 Alpine
In-Gar bonanza

This month you get the chance to add an extra dimension to
your car hi-fi with over £2,500 worth of Alpine in-car stereo
— all for the cost of a postage stamp.

he first lucky winner out of the
Hi-Fi Choice post bag will receive
a fabulous Alpine 7980M 3-disc
CD-cum-tuner worth £650, along
with a £140 Alpine 3531 power
amplifier and £150 worth of Alpine
loudspeakers specially selected to suit
the winner’s car.
The two runners up will each
receive a 7514L radio/cassette player

Questions
1. How many discs does the Alpine

59527 multi-disc changer hold?
a)3 b2 o6 d)24

2. What small white flower is
commonly found in Alpine landscapes?
a) Dandelion  b) Tulip

¢) Edelweiss  d) Gladioli

3. As well as being a multi-disc CD
player Alpine’s 7980M is also

a)a tuner b) a cassette player

c) aclockradio  d) a MiniDisc player

4. The Alpine 3531 is what kind of in-
car hi-fi component?

a) a graphic equaliser  b) a preamp
¢) a subwoofer d) a power amplifier

4. What kind of flag is traditionally
used in motor racing to indicate the
final lap of the race?

a)red b)black c¢) chequered

d) blue cross

5. How much is the Alpine 7514L
radio/cassette player worth?
a)£270  b)150 o)£75 d)£330

valued at £270, a 59527 six disc changer
worth £330 and the £70 3501 amplifier.

The fourth entry to be drawn will
win a 7513L radio/ cassette, worth £230.

An opportunity not to be missed.
Simply send in your entry now and
you could be cruising the hi-ways and
bi-ways (or stuck on the M25) with
something far more entertaining than
having to read bumper stickers.

How to enter

Write your answers to the five
questions, along with your name and
address, on the back of a postcard or
sealed-down envelope. Please do not
seal the answers within the envelope,
however, as the entry will be
automatically void.

Send your completed entries to
Alpine Competition (HFC/1293), Hi-Fi
Choice, Tower Publishing, Freepost
WD7, Market Harborough,
Leicestershire LE87 4AU. Entries must
be received by first post on Monday
20th December, 1993.

Competition rules

The Editor’s decision is final and no
correspondance will be entered into.
Winners will be notified by post. The
competition is not open to employees of
Dennis Publishing Ltd, Alpine, their
suppliers, agents or associates. The
competition is open to UK residents only.
No cash alternative will be offered.
Submission of entry will be taken as
meaning acceptance of the rules. Proof of
posting cannot be accepted as proof of
receipt. Please notify us if you do not wish
to be informed of any special offers or
promotions.
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THE FACIAL EXPRESSIONS
OF THE CHIMPANZEE

Excited

The chimp listens to
an expertly chosen
Hi-Fi system at
The AUDIO FILE.

Aggressive
The chimp is unhappy
with the sound from
his stereo system.

-SIMPLY THE BEAST

27, HOCKERILL ST. BISHOP'S STORTFORD, HERTS.
TEL (0279) 506576 FAX 506638

EASY PARKING, FULL CREDIT FACILITIES, BADA MEMBER

4 DEMONSTRATION ROOMS INC.ACTIVE & AUDIO VISUAL

Buy Richarnd AMan loudspeakers direct
Save a fortune in dealer profits

Compare our price and quality to Mission 760, Wharfedale Diamond and Tannoy 603

‘they have a natural and tireless AUGUST 1993

presentation of all sorts of muslc, with
an easy, enjoyable perfomance.
Keenly pnced (at £120), cracking Iittle
all rounders.*

*Mighty Minlatures®

They’ve had the market all to themselves. Until now...
>
TOP %% %%x% RATING MINETTE 2 589 MINETTE 5
WHAT HI-A1? Hi-Fi repg12o Direct rep 149 Direct ]09
MAY 1993 WORLD

Richard Allan loudspeakers.
Handbullt In Britaln and highly respected since 1947

® Cutting out the retaller and selling direct means huge savings for you

o Try the speakers In your home with your muslic and your hl-fi system
® Price Includes VAT and FREE postage and packing

Name -

| Address = x;
Postcode S Tel e _ |

I Modiel required Mnette2 L] MnetteGoid |1 Plecse ﬂck box |
Payment Cheque Visa Access :l Other
Card No. Expiry Date I
Slgncfure I _ Pease alow 710 1400ys for deMvery

Edana’ /4/ lan

Richard Allan Audlo Ltd Brcdford Rocxd Gomersal Cleckhec’ron
| West Yorkshire, BD19 4AZ England Tel. 0274 872442 Fax 0274 869935

y




21st CeENTURY FOX

uilding bridges, hanging heads

ive ‘93 was arip-roaring success. So were the public
days of the Hi-Fi Show at the Heathrow Ramada
hotel, held the weekend before.

The audio industry has to move very fast to sort
out what happens next year. As things presently stand
there will be two shows, Live 94 at Earls Court and the
Hi-Fi Show at Heathrow, again within a couple of weeks
of each other.

In theory they should pull in different crowds, but
paying customers will choose either one show or the
other. Some manufactur-
ers will choose,
Others will feel the need
to show different types of
products at both, if they
can afford it.

The obvious answer
would be some kind of
tie-up, where specialist
firms exhibitserious hi-fi

too.

Barry Fox ponders
the future of UK hi-fi
shows and asks
why isn't there a
VCR for radio
enthusiasts?

at hotels close to the main
hall, with free buses
shuttling people between
venues. But efforts to
arrange such links this
year failed.

If Live '93 had failed
and cancelled for 1994, it
would have solved the
show split problem, but it
would have been a disas-
ter for the electronics in-
dustry which hasfor years
wanted and needed a big
public show. For a while
Live did look shaky. The plan to pre-sell tickets did not
work out, because there was no financial incentive tobuy
early. In the run up to the show, public awareness was
clearly low. Exhibitors like Sony, who had spent around
£600,000 on the show, were getting very edgy and re-
minding the organisers of their promises on publicity
and attendance.

However, the Live ‘93 organisers blitzed the public
with a campaign that made the show the huge success it
undoubtedly was. So now the organisers of Live ‘94 will
be negotiating with the Hi-Fi Show’s organisers, from a
position of much greater strength than it was before.

The Federation of British Audio and the British Au-
dio Dealers’ Association is trying to decide what to do
about next year’s shows, and how to build bridges or
bang heads together. When push comes to shove it will
be the big audio boys, like KEF, Tannoy, Mission, Merid-
ian and Linn, and the foreign giants, like Panasonic,
Sony, Philips, Sharp, Toshiba and Hitachi, who decide
what happens next September. One thing is certain: you
can’t run a hi-fi show with just cable and accessory

One of the UK’s

exhibits, and Earls Court is no place to top journalists,

demonstrate the subtleties of a top class hi-
fi system.

Barry Fox asks
the awkward

questions at
Where for art thou RCR?
Neither DCC nor Mini Disc is selling well.
And still neither Philips nor Sony offer the
one unit which many would jump to buy

press confer-
ences around

the world.

— the radio equivalent of a video cassette recorder.

Although we have had VCRs now for 20 years, there
is still no RCR, with FM tuner and timer integrated with
a stereo cassette or disc recorder. Over the years, many
people have asked why they cannot buy an RCR. And I
have put the question many times to all the major manu-
facturers, both in Europe and Japan.

The main reason they used to give was that the
conventional analogue audio cassette is not suited to the
job. They would also waffle on about “well, we sellarack
system and you can buy an add-on timer to go with it”.
This is rubbish, as anyone who has tried to tape an hour-
long radio drama or concert well knows.

Now we have logic-controlled DCC and MD decks,
with auto-reverse recording on DCC and at leastan hour
on an MD blank, it seem even more crazy that there is no
timer-controlled radio deck.

At the Chicago CES I put the question to Panasonic
and Philips, and finally the real answer slipped out. The
large markets, such as Japan and the USA, do not want
a radio recorder because in those
countries people only listen to

radio as background, at

home or in the car.

Of course, we all
know that in Europe,
radio is taken much
more seriously. But
thismessagehas never
been rammed home
by the European sub-
sidiaries of the Japanese
majors. So the Japanese
factories see a radio re-
corder as a specialist prod-
uct, not worth tooling up for.

But this doesn’t explain why
Philips, a European company, hasn’t seen the market
opportunity. It is because the manufacture of DCC hard-
ware has been driven by Philips” factory in Japan. Al-
though it was Europeans in Eindhoven who developed
DCC, it is Marantz which makes it.

Only one puzzle remains. If the Japanese see a radio
recorder as a specialist product, that will sell only in
small numbers and is thus not worth making, why are
they bothering to make any DCC and MD recorders at
all? Peoplearehardly queuingup to buy eitherformatin
their present form.

Even in the
Live '93 was
packed. Could
this benefit the

specialist hi-fi

altogether?

Hi-Fi Choice December 1993 91

quietest moments,

show, or kill it off



Putting the
performance
back into
your music

Independent advice
on the best systems around

West Midlands Audio
158 Ombersley Road
Worcester WR3 7HA
Telephone: 0905 58046
Fax: 0905 57585

Open 9.30am - 530pm
(8.30pm by appointment)
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Introducing Home Entertainment magazine.
For music lovers, film buffs
and couch potatoes with class.

If your idca of great
home entertainment is pot
noodles and a party political

broadcast, this mag is
definitely not for you.
It, on the other hand,

WiN opereiot you think home enter-

opu R IB BT T )

g QTE pews | tainment should capture
0

your imagination, this
mag is an absolute must.

Between the covers of Home Entertainment you’ll find
everything you need to turn your home into a state-of-the-art
hothouse for the senses. Put straight, it’s Britain's only
broad-based electronic entertainment magazine.

And we’re not just talking woofers and tweeters here.
We're talking serious, fun stuff. Stuft like surround sound,
which brings cinema sound into your living room. Or CD-i,
the interactive system which lets you join in the games and
movies.

TV, hi-fi, Laserdiscs, CD ROM, camcorders, Nicam,
satellite TV, films and wide screen — it you can sce it or hear
it, we’ve got it covered. Software or hardware, it’s all there.

We'll explain all the latest technologies and keep you in
touch with the latest developments. But we’ll also have
non-technical reviews, so you don’t have to be an anorak to
understand it all. There’s even a comprehensive buyers”®
guide to help you avoid expensive mistakes.

December’s issue includes everything from virtual sex on
CD-i to Westerns on video, plus Jurassic Park, the first
computer game with Dolby Surround.

Interesting, or what?

Only Home Entertainment magazine gives you the whole
picture. Available every month for only £2.25.

Your senses have been warned.

HomeEntertainment

132 pages of sensory overload.

THE ABYSS ON LASERDISC.

EXTRA ANCHOVIES ON QUATTRO STAGIONI.




Sitmon Davies talks to
rock guitar legend Steve
Hackett about his hifi,
his studio — built into
the basement of his
Surrey home — and his
music in the years before,
during and after Genesis.

NOW
WHAT | LIKE




” was playing the harmonica 10 years
before the guitar,” enthused Steve
Hackett pushing a digital tape re-
cording of a track from his latest

rhythm ‘n” blues project into the open

maw of a Sony DAT player in his studio.

“When I joined Genesis, though, I reck-

oned my playing days were over. The

other guys in the band thought it was
more of a toy than a musical instrument.”

Such an admission is somewhat sur-
prising, coming as it does from the man
largely credited with providing Genesis
with its distinctive guitar sound in the
early seventies. But then Steve Hackett
has always been different. From 1971 to
1977, when herecorded noless than eight
albums with Genesis, he established a
reputation as the quiet, thinking member
of the band.

While Peter Gabriel and Phil Collins
were happy to grab thelimelightafforded
them by being part of one of the decade’s
great ‘super’ groups, Steve concentrated
on developing the complex sound that
made Genesis so unique. Not contentwith
the traditional guitarsound, Steve pushed
back the frontiers of what was possible at
the time, with the equipmentavailable, to
pioneer a whole new style of music.

Changing directions

Now, this same drive for originality has
resulted in yet another change of direc-
tion. After releasing his first rock album
for 10 years, Guitar Noir, earlier this year,
Steve is currently hard at work putting
the finishing touches to 13 rhythm ‘n’
blues tracks. What started out as little
more than a jamming session with a few
blues cronies now looks as though it will
see the light of day early next year as the
first rhythm ‘n” blues album he has
worked on.

“It’s funny how things turn out,” ex-
plained Steve, hitting the pause buttonon
his DAT machine. “I'd always loved the
blues, which is why I started playing the
harmonica, and I'd always wanted to
record a blues album. But to record such
an album used to be considered the last
thing a musician did before retiring. Or
dying. Now, it’s as if there is nothing
more important in a musician’s life than
playing the blues.

“Which is great for me, since I'm really
a harmonica player, masquerading as a
guitarist. I play the harmonica at least as
much as the guitar on the new album, and
Ilove it. I'm also passionately fond of the
blues harp. You know, it sounds a bit like
a trumpet, a poor man'’s trumpet, but
with fewer notes. It’s brilliant.”

Not quite sure if I was really hearing
all this from the great man I'd idolised
during my student days, following Gen-
esis from one northern venue to the next,

INTERVIEW

Frustrated harmonica player, Steve Hackett,
finds solace in a Gibson Les Paul Goldtop.

The studio: why every
home should have one

Steve Hackett is luckier than most musicians.
His home in Twickenham boasts a fully
equipped basement studio that allows him
the luxury of recording ideas as and when
they occur. Just as useful is the ability to run
off analogue and digital tape copies from the
analogue studio master to play on his
domestic or car hi-fi system.

“It’s all well and good my listening to a
track in a dedicated listening room with
thumping big studio monitors,” explained
Steve, “but | need to know what other
people will be hearing when they play the
song through their hi-fi systems.

“The studio was designed by Billy Budis,
my manager, and myself. A company called
Recording Architecture did the building
work. We wanted to keep the windows, and
had very firm ideas on where the mixing desk
and other key items were to go, as we didn’t
want next door to know we even had a
studio, never mind that there might be crazy
musicians in it beating hell out of a drum kit
all night.”

The studio is built around an AMEK
Angela 36/24 mixing desk, linked to a Studer
A80 24-track master recorder with Dolby
SR, plus a Fostex E22 half-inch two-track
recorder and both Sony DTC-/000ES and
Casio DA7 DAT recorders. Monitoring is via
Yamaha NS10s driven by an Omniphonics
amplifier, and UREI
813C professional
drivers suspended in
concrete and
powered by a |BL
6300 amp. J

The famous guitar
sound is preserved
and developed with
the help of a Mackie
1604 16/2 mixer, a
Groove Tube valve ’
preamp, Peavey Classic 4x 10, two Roland
SE70s, an Ibanez Harmoniser, Roland GR/,
Roland GR300 and a Stepp DGI.

I sat back in the recording engineer’s
chair and prepared to be disillusioned as
Steve punched the button to play me a
rough cut of Way Down South, one of the
new blues tracks.

It was stunning. A sleazy, raunchy,
haunting melody that got under your
skin but with a driving beat that even had
our photographer tapping outthe rhythm
on histripod. TheOmniphonicsamp driv-
ing the Yamaha NSI0 monitors in the
compact studio sounded raw and power-
ful, yet never obscured Steve’s deft touch
on the harmonica, itself a revelation.

“The band comprises Julian Colbeck
on keyboards; on drums, Hugo
Degenhardt, and a coupleofbass players,
Doug Sinclair and Dave Ball. There’s no
special guest situation. We just wanted to
create a blues album. In fact, we started
out with the idea of making the album in
two weeks. A yearlater, we're still putting
the finishing touches to it.

“It’s been great fun, though, and the
fact that everyone and their uncle is now
doing it just goes to prove what I've
always believed; that bluesis the classical
music of rock ‘n” roll. Whatever fads and
fashions may come along, the blues will
always come back to reach out and grab
you.

“With Genesis, the emphasis was on
producing a good verse and a good cho-
rus all the time. There were so many do’s
and don’ts. Blues is quite different. With
the minimum of technique, you can pro-
duce something really special. It's almost
a denial of technique, with the emphasis
on presentation and interpretation. The
lyric is secondary.”

The appeal of the blues is obvious,
given Steve’s preoccupation with getting
asoundjustright. The huge success of the
early Genesis albums owed much to this
quest for perfection, and his continuing
appeal as a solo artist comes largely as a
result of developing a musical style that
both enthralls and intrigues an audience.
So how does he do it?

“When Genesis was first formed, we
used to work alotasalive band. I desper-
ately wanted to recreate on stage the sort
of sound that had previously only been
possible in the studio. I was looking for a
haunting sound, and the arrival on the
scene of the Echoplex was the answer to
my prayers. The Echoplex gave you echo,
controllable, repeat echo.

“Basically, it was a playback head, on
a stick, which you moved backwards and
forwards in a slot to achieve the desired
effect. Youcould produceslap echo, Heart-
break Hotel style, or the very long Pink
Floyd type of sustained echo. It would

The wall of sound (left). Steve Hackett’s
rack of guitar effects and amplification.
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On July 15th 1993
Jamie G

arven walked out!

JAMIE GARVEN IS A FREELANCE THEATRE
director so he believes in getting
things right.

“I first came in almost ten years
ago and the reason I keep coming
back is that they're different from
other shops. Most shops treat you
like you're in the way but here the
service is a bit old fashioned.

“You get to know the staff as
people. They make time for you
and you never feel like you are
being sold to. However much I'm
spending the quality of service is
always the same. I can listen
before I buy, even in my own
home, and the products they sell

are picked for what’s in the box

65 Park Street. Tel (0272) 264975

Tel (0452) 300046

4 Feathers Lane. Tel (0250) 24311
159a Chase Side. Tel 081-367 3132

Gants Hill. Tel 081-518 0915

and not because they look flash.

“I've got a great system now
but I'm still buying because they
keep showing me things that are
better!”

So if you're thinking of buying
hi-fi come and talk to the people at
Audio T and Audio Excellence.
Our demonstrations speak a thou-
sand words. You’ll learn more from
them than you ever will from read-
ing a price list or a magazine. And
the odds are, you'll want to come
back again.

Audio Excellence and Audio T
—two like-minded BADA dealers
who offer the very best in customer

service including:

autio eellence

audio«I

134/6 Crwys Road. Tel (0222) 228565
9 High Street. Tel (0792) 474608 (Audio Excellence shops only closed all day Monday)

Not for the first time.

Transferable BADA guarantees
BADA deposit bonding

3 year guarantee on hi-fi separates
7 day exchange of goods (see
BADA Charter)

30 day, no penalty, upgrades
Single speaker listening rooms
Home demonstrations

Free delivery and installation
Part Exchange

Full range of accessories and
cables

Interest Free Credit (0% APR) on

selected items

this shop is

Record cleaning

service

BINEMA

" SPECIALIST

BRITISH AUDIO
DEALERS ASSOCIATION
=
=y-»y-

THE ULTIMATE IN
SOUND ADVICE

58 Bristol Road.

40/42 Albion Street. Tel (0242) 583960
190 West End Lane, NW6. Tel 071-794 7848
19 Old High Street, Headington. Tel (0865) 65901

442/4 Cranbrook Road,
00 Fleet Street. Tel (0793) 538222
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even feed back on itself! It was a frighten-
ing sound that nobody uses any more,
likeanampabout to blow up. Nowthere’s
a thought. Maybe I should try using it
again...”

Standing the test of time

So which of the Genesis albums, I
wondered, did Steve rate most highly?
Which of the early works had stood the
test of time?

“Selling England By The Pound is the
best sounding. Most of the fans agree, but
not all the band. One or two thought that
it didn’t have enough great songs on it
butthe production values were truly state-
of-the-art. The following album, The Lamb
Lies Down On Broadway, didn’t sound
nearly as good. Greatideas butnotsucha
good sound. What Lambdid have, though,
was a great guitar sound. I was using a
Hi-Watt amp at the time and it just went
louder and louder without distorting.
That, paired with a Marshall Super Fuzz,
had real grunt.”

When Stevelefttheband, in 1977, Gen-
esiswereon aroll. After Lamb, the albums
Trick Of The Tail, Wind & Wuthering and
Seconds Out had followed in quick suc-
cession, all chart toppers. Did Steve have
any regrets, | wondered, at having left the
band when he did?

“Well, I'd certainly like to have earnt
some of the money that they have since |
left! But no, it was the right move at the
right time. I had a yearning for fresh
blood, as Dracula would say. I really
wanted to work with other people, and it
wasn’t until I started new projects that I
realised just how little I'd learnt to com-
municate with other musicians.

“As a band, Genesis had its own lan-
guage. [ didn’t know what a shuffle was

until I left. We used to call it a choke. It
was just like being in a school
band, and very suffocating. I
wanted to work with new peo-
ple; in particular, I wanted to
work with black artists. In fact,
my first solo album Please Don't
Touch, in 1978, gave me the
chance to work with Randy
Crawford, who I'd discovered
singing in a Chicago nightclub.

“Different people come up

Steve Hackett — the playing that spawned
1,000 fifth form air guitarists.

with different techniques for playing in-
struments as well. This has allowed me to
develop my own sound, if you like to call
it that, in my own albums. A guitarist is
always looking for a range of sounds that
enable him, or her, to compete with the
much wider range of the keyboard
player.”

Lookingaround thesuperblyequipped
studio Steve has had built in his own
basement, with just about every bit of kit
a musician’s heart could desire, I ven-
tured to suggest that the latest recording
technology might be killing the need to
innovate that has made all his work so
distinctive.

“No, I don’t think so,” he said deci-
sively. “From time to time, a piece of gear
comes along that’s fashionable to use,
sure, but really great musicis forever. For
example, Heartbreak Hotel is a great song
with a terrific vocal sound, still sought

The professional’s choice

The huge living room in Steve’s house
dwarfs the compact Yamaha CC-70W stack
system he chooses to listen to for his own
entertainment. “The studio is the room for
toys, the living room is for living. That’s why
| chose a system that would be unobtrusive.
Yamaha's Active Servo Technology boosts
the bass available from quite compact
speakers, but it’s critical enough for me to
get an idea of how good, or bad, my latest
studio creations may sound.”

The system comprises a three-disc CD
changer, 50 watts per channel receiver with
the aforementioned YST
technology, a twin cassette
deck and a pair of ultra
compact speakers.

“l also have one of the
original Sony CDP-10/ CD
players (the first CD player
on sale in the UK) which still
sounds good and is better
built than many players
today. | also try out all my
recordings in the car as well.
| use a Blaupunkt Melbourne
radio/cassette player that reveals if | need to
tweak recordings for best effect on less
sophisticated music playing systems.”

after by many a recording engineer. Yet
Elvis argued, years after its release, that
the fashion for lots of echo at the time had
spoilt it. It hadn’t. The song survived the
technique.”

Sustaining interests
But don’t any of today’s innovations im-
press you, I asked?

“Well,” mused Steve, “I always used
an E-Bow to get complete sustain when
playing the guitar. It's basically a magnet
going from a positive setting toa negative
one in order to set up a vibration in the
string. However, it has to be held over the
strings and positioning is difficult. Now,
you can get devices built into guitars that
doexactly thesamething.I’'veaFernandez
guitar that gives you feedback on a note,
and a harmonic too.

“For me, that’s more exciting than all
the guitar synthesiser technology you care
to name. The problem with a guitar
synthesiser is that, at best, you only end
up sounding like last year’s keyboard
player.

“I'm a great fan of miniaturisation. To
geta seriously deafening sound in the old
days, I'd have to hook up a stack of
Marshall amps. Today, I'd be lost with-
out my Groove Tube, a valve preamp no
bigger than a briefcase that mimics the
stack’s tonal characteristics. Miniaturisa-
tion. That’s why I'm able to record in my
own basement what would have required
a huge suite of studios only a few years
ago. It's great.”

Are we likely to see more varied
projects from his studio in the future?

“Well, we're still working to complete
the blues album, which should be
finished early next year. We're also
about to go on tour in the States to
promote the Guitar Noir album, so
the next few months at least are
pretty well accounted for. But after
that, who knows?

“I'm pretty lucky in that I can
- pick and choose the projects I want
' to do and, after a really wild time
7/ putting the blues album together, I
justlook forward to working with as
many people as I can. Life’s too short to
worry about planning all the right moves.
If it feels right, do it!”
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GIANT
KILLERS

Vivanco
SR808

Vivanco may not be the biggest name in
headphones but it's one you're certainly going to
be hearing a lot more of in the future.

At just £54.99% our SR808’s were recently
described by Hi-Fi Choice as an “outstanding
find” and voted best buy under £100.

Discover the Vivanco sound secret for your-
self at any good Hi-Fi dealer.

Or return the coupon for more information.

* MANUFACTURER’S SUGGESTED SELLING PRICE

Name

Infidelity

indecently good hi-fi

Buying hi-fi should be fun, we guarantee to make it so. Listen to a well chosen
selection of quality hi-fi equipment in our comfortable and relaxed listening
room. Bring along your own records or CDs, we'll provide the coffee, and hear
the difference we can make to your enjoyment of music.

ARCAM, EPOS, HEYBROOK, MICROMEGA, NAIM, NAKAMICHI, NEAT,
REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, TEAC and YAMAHA

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 4DA
Telephone: 081-943 3530. Open: Tues - Fri 10.30am - 7pm, Saturday 10am - 6pm.

Address

Postcode
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VIVCEIMNCO

Vivanco UK Ltd., Unit C Boundary Way,
Hemel Hempstead, Herts. HP2 7SS
Telephone 0442 231616

é )
MAIL ORDER ACCESSORIES
Cables - Audioquest, Furukawa, Heybrook,
Ixos, Ortofon, QED, Van den Hul

Stands - Alphason, Goldring, Sound Organisation,
Stands Unique, Target

Cartridges - Arcam, A.T., Denon, Dynavestor,

Goldring, Lyra, Ortofon, Sumiko
Headphones - Beyer, Sennheiser, Stax

Accessories - Allsop, BIB, Discwasher, Hunt, Kontak
Last, Michell, Milty, Nagoaka, Pixall, QED
LP's/CD's - Audioquest, Klavier, Opus, Reference

Recordings, Sheffield Labs.

TO ORDER OR FOR A FULL CATALOGUE
N PHONE 0850 565693 =

ON DEMONSTRATION NOW

A Selection of The Best Hi-Fi Available
Pink Triangle, Da Capo, Ordinal — real music from CD
Michell — Iso, Argo, Alecto — looks with sound to match

Tube Technology — Unisis — valves at their best
Tesserac — Tags psu — makes the Gyrodec sound stunning
Musical Fidelity — F22 and FI5 — by fanatics for fanatics
LFD — PAO, LSO, MMO - open, natural, detailed

COME AND LISTEN FOR YOURSELF
'\/‘\’“‘_’—\_‘\
\'\{ Norwich \
Bury Audio
| 47 Churchgate Street

' >k Bury St. Edmunds
Cambridge Suffolk IP33 IRG
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and Video Specialists
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THE HI-FI SHOP
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IN THE SOUTH EAST.

hether you are complete beginner

or have many listening hours under

your belt, you need the facilities a
really good hi- fi shop offers to ensure you get the
best value.

We carefully select equipment in every price
range, from good value products at around £200
per item, to more expensive and even more
enjoyable svstems costing thousands.

In our demonstrations we use listening rooms
separate from the main shop and our extensive
experience enables us to get the best from every
piece of equipment. This makes differences and
improvements pleasantly obvious.

We offer free of charge the most vital part of
any hi-fi svstem, the detailed preparation and
installation necessarv for us to achieve the best
sound in your home.

We guarantee that you will be thrilled with
your music, not just for the first few months but
over many vears of listening.

EQUIPMENT FROM

ARCAM, AUDIOLAB, CELESTION, CYRUS,
DENON, DUAL, EPOS, KEF, LINN,
MARANTZ, MERIDIAN, MICHELL, MISSION,
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Leaders in horn design

Impulse H2
Price: £2,250
Sensitivity: 94dB
Impedance: 8 ohms
Size: 116 x 45 x27cm

Our verdict:

You want power? You want
awesome dynamics? You
want volume levels that’ll
make your cat sick? Look
no further that the mind-
boggling H2s. The only
problem will be accepting
anything less!

Sound Quality Kk kK k
Compatibility 2.8.8 8.8 ¢
Construction 0. 8.0.6 .84

Value for money %% %%
WHAT HI-FI? TOP 50 SPEAKERS MAY "92

For more information write to:

IMPULSE LOUDSPEAKERS
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TEL: 081-766 0474 FAX: 081-766 0468

BARGAINS

BANKRUPT OR EX SHOWSTOCK MODELS
All boxed and guaranteed
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DANIEL LEVY

A PIANO RECITAL
FOR THE WELFARE OF NATURE

FRANZ LISZT, Forest murmurs.

Au bord d’une source.

La Vallée d’Obermann.

Les Jeaux d’Eaux a la Villa d’Este.

Two Legends: St. Francois d’Assise.

La Prédication aux oiscaux.

St. Francois de Paule marchant sur les flots.
Bénédiction de Dieu dans la solitude.

IN DEVELOPMENT

A PIANO RECITAL
FOR THE WORLD’S CHILDREN

DEBUSSY, ‘La fille aux cheveux

de lin’, Childrens corner, Reve-

rie. RAVEL, ‘Pavane pour une A Piano Recital
infante defunte’. SCHUMANN, for the World's Children
unpublished pieces from ‘Al-

bum for the Young’. MENDELS- :

SOHN, Sechs Kinderstiucke op. -

72. LISZT, ‘Inno del fanciullo /

al suo risveglio’. SCHUMANN, ]

Impromptu n. 4 from ‘Bilder

aus Osten’, Kinderszenen op. 15.

BACH, Prelude n. 1 C Major from
the ‘Wohltemperierte Klavier’.
LIVE RECORDING

ID|D|D

A PIANO RECITAL FOR VENICE

LISZT, Six Consolations.
MENDELSSOHN, Three Gon-
dellieder.

WAGNER, Three Albumbliit-
ter, Sonate in A flat major.
WAGNER/LISZT, Solemn
March to the Holy Grail
(Parsifal), Isoldes Liebestod
(Tristan und Isolde) bbb

At Edelweiss, making a recording is like cutting
a diamond.
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Edelweiss’s special ‘euphonic’ sound a challenge
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demanding perceptive listening.

Its compact discs are packaged and pro-
tected in artistic boxed sets, covered with fine
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solace of sound.
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RAVI SHANKAR IN VENICE
Rag Gurjari Todi, Rag Manj-Khamaj, Rag Shailangi

Ravi Shankar, sitar [DIDID]
[ ] ED 5031 £ 23.90

USTAD IMRAT KHAN AND HIS SONS
Rag Jog Kauns ¢« Rag Durga « Rag Megh «
Rag Brindabani Sarang « Rag Shudh Sarang [D[D[D
[JED 5013 2 CD £ 33.90

BACH « SUITES FOR SOLO VIOLONCELLO
Nos. 1-2-6 ¢ Nos. 3-4-5

David Geringas [bID[D
[JED 5006 2 CD £ 33.90

BACH « THE SONATAS FOR SOLO VIOLIN
Sonata in Sol minore, Sonata in La

minore, Sonata in Do Maggiore

¢« THE PARTITAS FOR SOLO VIOLIN
Partita in Si minore, Partita in Re minore,
Partita in Mi Maggiore

Nicolas Chumachenco DID|D
[TTED 5003 2 CD £ 33.90

BACH « SONATAS FOR VIOLA DA GAMBA

AND HARPSICHORD

Sonata in Sol Maggiore, Sonata in Re Maggiore,
Sonata in Sol minore

David Geringas, viola da gamba —
Hanns-Martin Schneidt, harpsichord D L)\D
[1ED 5008 £23.90

BACH « ORGAN WORKS « Preludio e Fuga in Do
minore,

Corale ‘Aus del Tiefe rufe Ich’. Ricercare a 6 voci
dall*Offerta Musicale’. Corale di Lipsia ‘Jesus
Christus unser Heiland’.

1% Sonata in Trio in Mi bemolle Maggiore. Corale ‘O’
Mensch, bewen dein Stinde grof’. Passacaglia e
Fuga in Do minore.

Thierry Mechler, organ D|D|D
[1ED 5030 £ 23.90

PAGANINI « 24 CAPRICCI OP. 1

Nicolas Chumachenco, violin I)JQE
[1ED 5026 £ 23.90

VIVALDI ¢« LE QUATTRO STAGIONI
Nicolas Chumachenco

Orquesta de Camara Reina Sofia I):I)E
[1ED 5029 £ 23.90

MIKHAEL « THE BLUE FLAME
« RAYS OF HARMONY « LANDS OF FREEDOM
Euphonic Improvisations

Mikhael, piano D[D[D
JED 5004 3 CD £ 43.90

KING ARTHUR « POEM FOR PIANO
Mikhael, piano [D[D|D
[JED 5019 £ 23.9C

GUILLAUME DE MACHAUT « LA MESSE
NOSTRE-DAME AND L’AMOUR COURTOIS

Ars Antiqua de Paris o
directed by Michel Sanvoisin [D[D[D|

[JED 5021 £ 23.90

VOICE AND LUTE IN VENICE IN THE 16TH
CENTURY e« F. Spinacino, J. M. da Crema,

P. Verdelot, A. Willaert, F. da Milano

Giuseppe Zambon, countertenor

Massimo Lonardi, lute DD/ D

[JED 5016 £ 23.90

ELIZABETHAN MUSIC « Byrd, Cutting, Dowland,
Hume, Morley

Ars Antiqua de Paris - Joseph Sage, countertenor
Michel Sanvoisin, flute - Raymond Cousté, lute
Philippe Foulon, violin D|D|D
TTED 5017 £23.90

MUSIC OF THE JACOPO BASSANO AGE

F. da Milano, O. di Lasso, J. Arcadelt, G. Gorzanis,
G. Caccini, F. Cavoso

Giuseppe Zambon, countertenor

Massimo Lonardi, lute - Ugo Nastrucci, lute

Paolo Pandolfo, viola da gamba D|D|D
[1ED 5035 £ 23.90

BRAHMS « VARIATIONS ON A THEME BY
ROBERT SCHUMANN OP. 9 - 3 INTERMEZZI1

OP. 117 - 6 KLAVIERSTUCKE OP. 118 -~ )
Daniel Levy, piano D[D[D
[]ED 5002 £23.90

CHOPIN « NOCTURNES )
Daniel Levy, piano D|D/D

[ JED 5009 £ 23.90

The Lyric Piano GRIEG « 66 LYRIC PIECES

Vol. 1, 2, 3

SONATA OP. 7 .
Daniel Levy, piano D[D[D

[JED 5005 3 CD £ 43.90

GRIEG « THE SONATAS FOR VIOLIN AND PIANO
Sonata in Fa Maggiore, Sonata in Sol Maggiore,
Sonata in Do minore

Nicolas Chumachenco, violin
Daniel Levy, piano

[JED 5020

. LISZT « ORGAN WORKS

azione n. 4 Weinen, Klagen. Ad nos ad
salutarem undam. Evocazione. Consolazione n.
Francesco Finotti, organ
] ED 5032 £ 23.90

SCHUMANN « LIEDER ON POEMS BY HEINE,
LENAU AND GEIBEL

Wolfgang Holzmair, baritone )
Daniel Levy, piano [DID[D]
[1ED 5023 £ 23.90

SCHUMANN « THE CHAMBER MUSIC WITH
PIANO - VOL. 1 - Violinsonaten op. 105 & op. 121
Daniel Levy, piano - Nicolas Chumachenco, violin
VOL. 2 - Mirchenenerzihlungen op. 132

Drei Romanzen op. 94 - Adagio und Allegro op. 70
Fantasiestiicke op. 73 - Mérchenbilder op. 113
Nicolas Chumachenco, viola - Antony Morf, clarinet -
Pietro Borgonovo, oboe
Marcello Rota, horn

[TED 50112 CD

SCHUMANN « ORGAN WORKS
Studien fur den Pedalfliigel op. 56, Skizzen fir den
Pedalfliigel op. 58, Sechs Fugen tiber den Namen
Bach op. 60

Francesco Finotti, organ
[1ED 5022

THE SOUL OF VENICE

VIVALDI - THE FOUR SEASONS

Nicolas Chumachenco, violin

Orquesta de Camara Reina Sofia

A PIANO RECITAL FOR VENICE

LISZT, Six Consolations. MENDELSSOHN, Three
Gondellieder. WAGNER, Three Albumblitter Sonate
in A flat major. WAGNER/LISZT, Solemn march to
the Holy Grail, (Parsifal), Isoldes Liebstod, (Tristan
und Isolde).

Daniel Levy, piano.

RAVI SHANKAR IN VENICE

Rag Gurjari Todi, Rag Manj-Khamaj, Rag Shailangi.

Complete the coupon in
block capitals, photocopy
and send with correct

PLANETARIUM
RECORDINGS
& MUSIC PUBLISHING

16 WIGMORE STREET

LONDON WIH 9DE Expiry Date
TEL. 071-636 5597 Name

FAX 071-636 5602

Or please charge my [ | Visa

Address

Please indicate which box-sets you require by ticking the appropriate
box.

Total number of box-sets ordered
Please add £ 1.50 p&p for one set, £ 2.50 for 2 or more sets.
Orders above £ 100.00 sent POST FREE (UK Only). Overseas rates
payment to: on request. ’

[] T enclose my cheque/postal order made payable to

Planetarium Recordings and Music Publishing.

Credit card number [ | \ | | |

Total for order £

[ ] Mastercard (Access)

Signature

Post Code

Daytime Telephone number

Ravi Shankar, sitar DD D
[JED 50013 CD £ 43.90
Invitation

to Subscribe

Edelweiss views your
subscription to its musical
products as a far more
enriching contribution than
any which might come
through the faceless,
anonymous commercial
channels.

Edelweiss’s policy is to
promote its musical and
discographic trade by
addressing its public
directly.

With your subscription you
will help achieve a unique
artistic goal and fill with
meaning the work that
Edelweiss has been offering
to the music for years.
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JSBACH

At Edelweiss, making a recording
is like cutting a diamond.
Artistic sensitivity, experience,
skill, and technical perfection
create the synergy required for
the creation of a work of art which
will house a musical masterpiece.
Our team of experts follows a
production program of the very
highest standards. Using the
newest most sophisticated digital
equipment, Edelweiss records in
ideal spaces for acoustical
sensitivity. Professionalism,
passion and enthusiasm create
Edelweiss’s special ‘euphonic’
sound a challenge for the most
sensitive equipment and the most

demanding perceptive listening.
Edelweiss focuses on the natural
need for a direct immediate
relationship with its audience,
following that principle which
links music, performer and
listener in one single experience.
Its compact discs are packaged
and protected in artistic boxed
sets, covered with fine fabrics and
stamped in gold. These refined
examples for the musical
publishing industry are a unique
tribute to the painstaking care
Edelweiss devotes to these
priceless musical aids allowing us
to enjoy the boundless infinite
solace of sound.

EDEIWEISS




Paul Messenger looks
at the evolution of the
stack system and

considers its pros and

cons for the enthusiast.

The cast list

Denon D110
Goodmans System 700
JVC Mini Adagio MX-G7
Philips FW91

Pioneer N53M

Technics SC-CH950

£800/£870
£625/£735
N/£799
£999/N
N/£549
N/£999

QUOTED FOR SYSTEMS
WITHOUT/WITH SPEAKERS

Ratings

EEEER
EEEERD
EEREC0]
BRI
BOOOO

Excellent
Very good
Good
Average
Poor
These ratings are a simple
guide to the sound quality and

value for money of each stack
system.

t all started with the

radiogram, longer ago than

this particular memory. By

the fifties and the introduc-
tion of stereo LPs, the radio-
gram begat the stereogram.
This gargantuan piece of
furniture could space the
loudspeakers as much as five
feet apart.

It took a few years for the
penny to drop. Simply chop
the loudspeakers off the ends,
put up with a couple of
trailing wires and the music
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STACK SYSTEMS

On test:
stack systems

Not so well stacked: a bunch of 1
midi bits prove that mixing and
matching isn't their forté.

centre was born — much
easier to fit into the modern
lounge, where the television

set was now king. The original

stereotype music centre
combined turntable, cassette
deck, tuner and amplifier in a
rather bulky flat-bed central
box that needed to sit on a
shelf or sideboard.

In the meantime, separate
component hi-fi had started
evolving into matched ‘one-
make’ packages where the
individual items could be

stacked up vertically with the
record player perched on top.
The whole caboodle could be
mounted into a free-standing
‘tower’, with room for records
and tapes, castors on the
bottom, and a smoked glass
door to keep the dust out.

Music centre manufactur-
ers simply followed the
fashion, changing the shape of
their one-piece packages from
flat top-loaders into front-
loading towers at a fraction of
the price of separates.

Separates have kept the
430mm full-width component
faith ever since, but in the late
seventies more compact
alternatives were developed,
including ‘midi” (350mm) and
‘mini’ (270mm) width
components. The LP record
player was still king, and
couldn’t be shrunk below
midi size, so minis didn’t
catch on until a decade later,
come the CD era.

But the midi system was an
immediate hit in cramped



Japanese and British homes,
providing a compact shelf-
mounting alternative to the
full size tower. Electronic
components and assembly
methods had been getting
smaller for years, so the
shrinkage didn’t involve
much performance compro-
mise, except perhaps for the
record players, and the
ultimate power output
available from the amplifier.
And it wasn’t long before the
music centre makers were
producing single-box midis at
lower and lower prices.

Even though the CD player

is now a more integral part of
the package than the record
player (which was always
better bought as a separate
specialist item), the sheer
practicality and flexibility of
the midi system has ensured
its survival well past the
expected sell by date. It's a
convenient, compact and
easily installed option with
performance and features to
match prices from £70 right
up to £1,000 or more.

With CD now established,
the late eighties saw the
successful second coming of
the mini system, Sony leading

the way with what has now
become the most important
and innovative part of the
system market. The mini
hasn’t swept the midi aside,
any more than midis sup-
planted separates, but instead
has become a third and quite
distinct alternative, with its
own advantages, disadvan-
tages and stereotypes.

To bring the story right up
to date, the mini system had
hardly had time to get prop-
erly established when JVC
introduced the even tinier

micro system a couple of years

back. It's been suggested that
the micro system is rather less

| a hi-fi system, rather more a

jumped up clock radio.
Certainly it doesn’t seem
to be having any significant

effect upon the growth in mini

system popularity. Instead,
the micro is finding more of a
niche role as a personal hi-fi
system around the house.
The current stage therefore
remains set, with separates
occupying the high credibility
and flexibility ground, while
the minis and midis deliver
very similar feature-rich
remote-control packages at
every conceivable price point.

How the tests were done

The collection of six systems assembled for this test — five minis and a

midi — cover a price range from £550 to over £1,000, which roughly
represents the top half of the marketplace. Given the pretty basic
performance we found here at £500 plus, a search for genuine nuggets
from the under £500 sector would likely have proved futile.

The wide variations between the different systems, including
surround sound and bi-amp operation, as well as the considerable
complexity of each individual system, would have made any attempt to
organise comparative listening tests between the group equally futile.

Instead, each was auditioned and played with separately, both with
its own speakers and feeding a reference monitor pair of specialist
loudspeakers. The former sets the tone for the review whole, defining
the total experience, while the latter avoids the gross coloration and
balance shifts changing loudspeakers always involves, thus helping us
from getting fooled by system compensations.

Individual notes on performance from CD, cassette (record and
playback), tuner (and, where relevant, video-surround) sources, plus

system operation
and processing
facilities as well as
amplifier and
speaker drive, were
then augmented by
ad hoc comparisons
between various
systems and
components. This
helped to build up
the total picture
which is hopefully
reflected in the
reviews.

Paul Messenger demonstrates that the life
of an audio guru is not all zen and serenity.

Swing tags

Products that make the grade are awarded Hi-Fi Choice’s
unique Best Buy or Recommended accolades. This sets them
apart as being capable of a higher standard of fidelity than
average at a particular price point.

A product carrying the Best Buy swing tag is significantly

better than the alternatives in its price band. it is of
excellent quality and very good value for money. Watch
out for this logo, it is your guarantee of quality.

Recommended products are also very good, but not
quite in the same league as Best Buys. Despite being
runners up, they are definitely worth considering, as
they may prove to be more compatible when assem-

bling a first class system.

Mini’s marketing paradox

The stereotype mini system is a
bit of a paradox. Its main
rationale is to satisfy the three Cs
— cuteness, compactness and
convenience. But the mainstream
market for packaged systems is
marketing led, and the
marketeers must needs create a
number of carefully differentiated
models through an extended
range of price points.

The net result is that cheaper
models are more friendly and
approachable, but their basic
performance is inevitably price
constrained. The more upmarket
packages at least have some
potential for hi-fi performance,
but also end up adding a fourth C,
complexity, which tends to
undermine the convenience
factor to a significant degree.

As years go by and new
features like AV processing and
switching are added to the top
models, all the widgets from
previous years work their way
steadily down the price hierarchy
to the less expensive packages.
Even the least expensive mini has
more features than a typical
separates system; what it lacks is
good basic performance. The
argument remains: why fit two
inadequate decks when one half
decent one should cost no more?

Alice in Massproductionland
knows the real answer (as does
Denon, see review). If you don’t
put in two cassette decks the
shop floor salesman will use this
supposed oversight to switch sell
to another brand which does.

What this all comes down to
in practice is that if you want a
mini system capable of a half
decent hi-fi performance, you've
no alternative but to buy one
that’s also overburdened with
widgets you may not want, nor
have the time or inclination to
learn how to use.

Which is where the traditional
hi-fi system’s relative simplicity
offers a real alternative (though
the spread of unified remote
control over one-make separates
systems |leaves me worried how
long this will last). Where the mini
leads on compactness, cuteness
and (convenience?) complexity,
separates reply with performance,
simplicity and flexibility. And the
price you end up paying isn't
necessarily going to be all that
different either way.

The midi alternative

The current Argos catalogue lists
a Goodmans 2550 midi system for
£79, as well as the £735 System
700 reviewed here. Such a vast
10:1 price differential will be
reflected in an enormous
performance and construction gulf
between what is among the
cheapest of music centres, and a
fully separated midi-size hi-fi stack.

At System 700 level, the midi
looks very like a complete
cosmetically matched hi-fi system
— which in a sense it is. By
borrowing the bulky clothes of
midi separates, it can be bought
piecemeal.

Today’s midi system, therefore
sits somewhat uneasily between
the cute, compact little mini, and
the serious performance of
separates. But while it may be a bit
bulky for the adolescent bedroom
(which now has to find room for
computers, colour monitors,
keyboards et al), it's still arguably
the best compromise for the
family lounge. All things being
equal, greater bulk allows more
power to be dissipated and
generated, so the trend towards
AV-oriented surround sound
systems with extra power
amplification should continue to
justify the midi system’s existence
for many years to come.
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U-110

sacompany with a strong presence
in hi-fi separates and no distractions
in other consumer electronics are
nas, Denon approaches the mini
system market from the high ground. Its
first generation of exquisitely presented,
titanium finish minis enjoyed both critical
and commercial success, despite selling at
a healthy price premium above the
normal market rate. A majorreason was
that it successfully clung onto the
remaining threads of proper hi-fi
reproduction, including offering its
systems with or without loudspeakers.
Indeed, the three-box D-70/S was a
Best Buy at £500/£600 in last year's
system roundup (issue | 13).
It's since gone up to
£590/£690, which
putsthisnewfour-
box £800/£870
D110/ into
context. Set
side by side,
the new
model
looks
altogether
more im-
pressive,
hampered
perhapsbythe
rather garish
bright yellow
illuminated back-
ground to the two
modest LCD displays, but
aided by a pleasing new symmetry to all
components bar (rather inexplicably) the
amplifier. It also includes a twin cassette
deck machine.
But being virtually the only mini system
with just one cassette deck was another

Champagne gold
styling makes this
system stand out from
the rest in the group.
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factor which gave the Denon minis a
modicum of hi-fi respectability — on the
basis that serious hi-fi people wouldn't
consider dubbing cassettes anyway, and
would rather have one good tape trans-
port mechanism than two cheaper ones.
Does this mean the beginning of a sell-out
to crass commercialism?

Maybe just a bit. | gather John Lewis (or
maybe his teenage son) was partly re-
sponsible. Denon'sminishave been steadily
building a mainstream following, probably
asmuch fortheirclassically different styling
as any other reason — | can't be the only
person who welcomes a change from the
charcoal grey uniform.

However, a change of clothes doesn't
make this Denon any easier than usual to
use, even though the system is simpler
than most. White-on-reflective champagne
gold is as antiscrutatious as grey or gold on
black, and the handset certainly wouldn't
pass the granny test.

The stack
One big difference between Denon and
the rest is the complete absence of any
form of equaliser/processor (apart from a
little button labelled Super Dynamic Bass).
Hands up those who agree this is a won-
derful omission no, don't get carried
away; one hand will do. What you get
instead is something wonderfully simple
and straightforward called tone controls
— just two little knobs, one labelled bass
and treble, which are so intuitive to use |
wonder no-one thought of it before.
Another handy feature is RDS (Radio
Data System) decoding on the tuner. It's
not essential — I'd much rather have a
decent signal strength meter — but the
fact that the name of a tuned station
automatically comes up on the display

does make finding your way around just
that much easier.

Which is certainly not the case when
you're lostamong the permutations of the
two auto-reverse tape transports. The
sliding drawer mechanisms do look very
neat and tidy, but the significance of the
inability to see the tape and which way it's
going should not be underestimated.

The ergonomics may be a case of
swings and roundabouts, but the
fundamentally solid and consistently
serious sound quality across the various
sources is a major bonus here in miniland.
I suspect the amplifier can claim much of
the credit. That it is the only amp in our
group to have proper 4mm socket/bind-
ing post terminals may be coincidence, but
its sound quality also reflected a welcome
degree of confidence with a modicum of
grip, drive and transparency.

Both tuner and CD player
comfortably pass muster, and Denon's
cassette expertise is seen in the high
degree of mechanical transport integrity
shown by both decks. There's good over-
all sonic consistency between the four
play directions, as well as the ability to
make fundamentally balanced, stable and



Mima 2

The D-110 is a serious mini with aspirations. It has two auto-reverse cassette
decks, tone controls replace a processor/equaliser, the tuner boasts RDS and
a CD player and amplifier will appeal to the more purist hi-fi system user.

musically coherent tape recordings.

SC-M2 loudspeakers

These optional loudspeakers add a very
modest £70 to the total cost of the
system, which doesn't sound a great deal
compared to the cost of the electronics.
They don't look like a big deal either,
being tiny little seven litre miniatures
which will do little to impress the
neighbours.

But appearances are deceptive. Small
size is often a positive advantage with
budget speakers, because the
cabinetwork — and the colorations in-
evitably introduced by cheap cabinets —
is kept to @ minimum. The miniature has
certain loudness and deep bass con-
straints, but often works rather better
than cheaply made models (which are
twice the size) over the most important
parts of the audio band.

Such is the case with the SCM2 —
which is actually made for Denon by
British speaker specialist JPW, and which

bears more than a passing resemblance
to the latter's Mini Monitor — a Best Buy
in our most recent multiple speaker re-
view (issue 122).

[t's not a great hi-fi speaker, but it is a
hi-fi speaker, which is more than can be
said for many minisystemland offerings.
Sensitivity is a little below average, which
will limit ultimate loudness, but being a
sealed box there's even a modest amount
of sub-50Hz bass output. Provided the
speakeris placed quite close to a wall, the
room response above 50Hz is unusually
wellbalanced,butthere'sa certainamount
of upper-mid forwardness and a rather
thin quality, as well a slightly pinched and
nasal character.

In all, the SC-M2 should make sense as
apartner fortherestofthe D/ /0in many
applications, but something bigger and
more sensitive could well suit largerrooms
and those with a taste for the loud.

Ensemble
Although there's no disputing the fact

oo T ITI S
77777 ()

that both the electronics and the loud-
speakers are good by mini system stand-
ards, | have to add that the whole is rather
less than the sum of the parts. The D110
sounds very superior driving a serious
loudspeaker, and the SC-M2s sound
surprisingly acceptable driven by a
serious hi-fi system.

But unfortunately, both have a
tendency to emphasise the treble and
gloss over the weight and momentum at
thebottom of the musicalregister. Putting
them both together does rather stress
this fact, and lead to a thin and slightly
fatiguing overall sound.

Even though the optional speakers
may not necessarily prove an ideal match
for the rest of the system, there's still no
denying that this Denon package comes
significantly closer to sounding like a real
hi-fi system than any of its rivals
assembled here. That alone is sufficient to
ensure Recommendation, for a product
which is certainly pretty enough to justify
its asking price.

Hayden Laboratories Ltd, Chiltern Hill,
Chalfont St Peter, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9
QUG. @& (0753) 888447

Verdict

w Good looking if
pricey package; can
approach genuine
hi-fi performance.

- Several ergonomic
foibles; speakers
may not make an
ideal match.

® 16999

SOUND QUALITY
EEEERO
VALUE FOR MONEY
EEERO0O
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There’s no denying that
the styling is bang up
to date — cosmetically
it’s very attractive.

boodmans

System 700

he death of the midi system, or
rather its gradual replacement by the
mini system, has been predicted for
years, but the midi's resilience has
been confounding the pundits. It may lack
mini-come-lately chic appeal, but it argu-
ably looks more like a real hi-fi system (to
non-cognoscenti at least). And it also
doesn't imply the discarding of all those
fond memories wrapped up in black vinyl.
The thing about the midi system is that
it gives you practicallyeverything you might
want in the way of features, and does so
at a price that's very appealing. No hi-fi
reviewer's going to go into raptures over
the performance, and the supplied vinyl
record players in particular
invariably scrape the
bottom of the bar-
rel. But at the
same time no
reviewer will
be able to
come up
withacom-
parably
priced hi-fi
systemwith
anything
like  the
s a m e
number of
signal sources or
facilities.
The midi may be
a victim of the need to
provide maximum perceived
value at a minimum price, but this Good-
mans Industries System 700 package does
have at least one major advantage over its
mini rivals. [t may give the best in terms of
compactness and convenience, but it's
also by far the most flexible and future
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proof of our group of systems, coming
individually packaged and priced in seven
separate boxes.

For the record, these various Delta
700 seriescomponentscomprisethe £120
700A amplifier, £100 T tuner, £55 P vinyl
record player, £100 EQ graphic equaliser,
£140 W double cassette deck, £110 CD
compact disc player,. and £110 Maxim 3
loudspeakers. These variations may well
reflect the relative engineering content,
but the hi-fi enthusiast might well be
inclined to re-prioritise, say by ignoring the
equaliserand devoting rather more budget
to a halfdecent record player. At least you
have the choice.

There's no need to buy all the bits at
once either, but if you do decide to put a
system together bit by bit, remember
model cycles can be as short as one year,
and that next year's package will probably
have different cosmetics.

More useful still, this is not a ‘boomer-
ang’ product that goes back to the dealer
a year or so later when you want to
upgrade or if something stops working.
Each item is fundamentally independent
and self-sufficient in everything except the
system remote control, so any can be
upgraded (or fixed) without disrupting the
others (unless the amp goes down).

The down side is six separate mains
leads to find sockets for, six instruction
manuals to muddle up, six separate on/off
switches (four of which are linked), the
plateful of spaghetti around the back, and
some limitations on system control inte-
gration — which the less computer liter-
ate might well consider a positive and
major advantage.

The size may look dated, but the
styling is definrtely de rigueur, with curved
wrap around symmetrical facias and large

grinning displays. It doesn't have quite the
same total visual coherence as most of the
mini systems, because the CD playerclearly
comes from a different source from the
rest, but even this is a pretty good cos-
metic match apart from its display and
back panel. The CD playeralso has its own
little subsidiary handset, and has to have its
input separately selected.

The rest of the stack may be midi in
width and separate in construction, but it
does enjoy some system convenience,
with relatively full remote control overthe
amp, tuner, cassette deckand equaliservia
bus links to the amplifier. Reflecting its
separate ancestry rather than promoting
the cause of system integration, the CD
player has its own little handset, while you
fly the vinyl record deck hands-on, with
semi-auto assistance.

The system’s level of artificial intelli-
gence is more limited than most, but at
least that keeps everything relatively sim-
ple and intuitive. Each of the components
are pretty basic too, with little of the
elaborate interactivity found among the
minis — but there's more than enough to
perform all normal stereo tasks.

The CD player started poorly, with a



Looking to the future with a glance at the past; the Goodmans system is
more old style midi than modern mini — is that a turntable? But separate
components give it the advantage of greater flexibility and fixability.

loading drawer which initially stuck half-
way, and always rattled worryingly, and a
sound that grated irritatingly too. A day
or two's bumn-in seemed to sweeten
things up, but the sound was never par-
ticularly driving, exciting or invigorating
— a characteristic of the system as a
whole, and therefore probably attribut-
able to the amplifier. Note also that said
amplifieris specified forhighish (8- 1 6ohm)
impedance speakers, which is fine for
Maxim 3 but not every model.

The cassette deck also feels clunky,
and nostalgic with its little (and useful, if
forgetful)mechanical counter. Automatic
level control, poor transport mechanics
and restricted bandwidth limit the re-
cording quality, although the replay only
transport performed significantly better
in both respects, so prerecorded tapes
didn't sound too bad. Track skip is avail-
able, as is Dolby B.

The record deck was predictably foul
— all top and no bass, but what can you
expect for 50 quid? Though beset with

timer buttons, the tuner is blessed with a
real (digital type) tuning knob, and be-
haves well, achieving good selectivity at
the expense of perceived bandwidth.

Maxim 3 loudspeakers

This Goodmans Industries system was
supplied with a pair of Maxim 3 loud-
speakers, made by the other Goodmans
(now known as GLL, for Goodmans
Loudspeakers Limited), a model which
was fully reviewed and Recommended
back in issue 106. GLL itself now sells a
more recent model which reverts to the
original Maxim name (reviewed in issue
[22), but that doesn't mean the M3 is
anything but a perfectly serious and com-
petitive product.

[t's smaller than many speakers sup-
plied with these systems, which is bound
to place some restriction onthe absolute
loudness available. But small size confers
positive benefits in agility, stereo imaging
and reduced box coloration.

A quick listen immediately confirms

thisspeaker'sgenuinehi-fi pedigree, which

does much to lift the complete Good-
mans package clear of the pack. Sensitiv-
ity is rather below average, and there's
certainly no abundance of bass either, but
close-to-wall siting does give a splendid
in-room overallbalance above 50- | 00Hz,
with a smoothness, neutrality and flatness
that many expensive rivals should envy.

Ensemble

There's no question this Goodmans
system delivered a very decent overall
sound balance, thanks in no small part to
the relatively good quality of the little
Maxim 3 loudspeakers. Trouble is, the
sound is also disappointingly lacking in
grip, weight, timing and dynamic drive,
such that much of the enthusiasm of a
musical performance seems to
evaporate along the way. It's for the most
part pleasant if a little empty sounding,
especially on simpler material, but simply
lacks the urgency to really come to grips
with rock or dance music.

Goodmans Industries Ltd, Units 2 & 3,
Mitchell Way, Portsmouth, Hants PO3 5PR.
= (0705) 673763

Verdict

Separates flexibility;
keen price; well
balanced sound;
simpler than most.

¥ Amp lacks drive;
poor cassette
recordings; marginal
mechanics.

» £624.94

SOUND QUALITY
EEO0O0
VALUE FOR MONEY
EEEROO
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Why does "Hi-Fi World' regulary use DPA as a reference?

Why did "Hi-Fi News’ praise 'The First’ ?

Now demonstrating:
Orelle CD10T, DAC180, Orator speakers
DPA T1, Bigger Bit, 200S pre & power amps
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ATACAMA AUDIO SUPPORTS

A New Innovation in Audio Furniture Design,
manufactured to the highest quality standards.
The "SE" range of speaker supports are designed to complement
vour speakers, and more importantly, offer uncompromised
Audio performances.

Five models in the standard range: sizes 8", 12", 16", 20" & 24" high.
A further three specialist stands for "Tannoy Sixes"
loudspeaker models 603, 603, 607 & 609.

All stands can be filled with sand, shot or other suitable medium.
Each stand is supplied with adjustable carpet spikes, with top spikes

being available as an option.

Please ring for vour nearest stockist or send a S.A.E. for
vour free illustrated brochure.
Manufactured by: Sambell Engineering Ltd
Winston Avenue, Croft, Leicester LE9 6GQ
Telephone: (0455) 283251 Facsimile: (0455) 283908
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Spendor SP2/2 £450
Ruark Brodswards £625
Rotel Midi (ex-display) P.O.A.
Marantz CD12 P.O.A.
Alphason Sonata £700
Alphason Orpheus £800
Castle Winchester £1200
Castle Chester £550
Castle Durham £220
Thorens TD 3001 inc. RB300 £625
Celestion £325
Celestion 100 £395
Albarry Special Prices P.O.A.
Onix OA316 £350
Orelle SC101 + SP101 (was £110) New £549
Proac mini Tower £625
Proac Studio Tower £1995
Proac Studio One £595

HI Fl CONFIDENTIAL LTD
34 BUCKINGHAM PALACE ROAD, LONDON SW1W ORE
TEL: (071) 233 0774 FAX: (071) 233 7226

NEW PRODUCT

SADE

VIBRATION ISOLATION PLATFORMS

Realise the full undistorted potential and accuracy of your high
fidelity audio components with the latest concept in platforms.

Available as Individual platforms, modular racking systems or
hardwood enclosures built by craftsmen fo suit your requirements.

Integral cable routing separates sensitive carriers from mains
leads combining tidy appearance with elegant furniture design.

Audiophile

Audiophile Furniture Limited Telephone: 0342 826262



STACK SYSTEMS

ccording to a rival manufacturer's

representative, these latest VC Mini

Adagio models have grabbed the

high ground for mini system styling,

which 1s one reason why they're selling
very well indeed. Another factor may be
that this particular £800 package picked
up the EISA EuroAward for System of the
Year (issue 123).

The bug eyed look seems to be the
shape to be in for '93, whether you're
looking at JVC mini systems, the latest
Sony televisions, or Vauxhall's Corsa car.
[t's all @ matter of fashion and taste, of
course, not to mention the evolution of

plastics moulding techniques. If you go

fortoday's fashion statement,
at least your friends will
know you bought it
this year. Come
the millennium
however,
they'll also
know how
old it is.

W hat
really distin-
guishes this
JVCfromits
rivals is its

sheerassert
Ilveness.
Where most
minis sit there on
the shelftrying to look
cute and self-effacing, the
Mini Adagio positively glares at

you, from behind four anthropomorphic
Adagio styling is very visors. | always thought Adagio meant ‘a
distinctive, but will it gentle walking pace”: the G/ looks more

date too quickly? likely to pounce on your cat.

By no means the most expensive of

our assembled systems, the G7 is still

Neat and sweet, the
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JUG Min
Adagio 67

pretty upmarket. It's also the tallest of our
minis, with the biggest speakers (not nec-
essarily a good thing). The manual states
the latter are optional, which is certainly
not the case here in the UK, and wouldn't
make any sense anyway (see later).

The usual rattly cases apart, it all feels
pretty solid, and should survive the cat's
retaliation. The amplifier has a little fan at
the rear to help get rid of heat, which
bodes well for the power output, but this
part of the package is very different from
the norm. Besides whatever (unspecified)
amps are used for the Panorama feature,
the normal stereo speaker drive uses four
instead of two poweramplifiers. This tech-
nique, knownasbi-amping,improvessound
quality although each amp is only rated at
20W perchannel. Fortunately, the speaker
sensitivity is high, so loudness is not signifi
cantly compromised

Two fat and two slimmer separate
units with ribbon interconnections allow
side-by-side or vertical orientation. There
are plenty of inputs and outputs here,
including the ability to route and switch
(composite) basebandvideo signals along-
side some stereo audio pairs. In certain
respects, therefore, the MX-G7 could use-
fully function as a combined AV and hi-fi
system, though the AV processing is lim
ited to JVC's own proprietary techniques,
rather than the full Dolby Pro-Logic sur-
round decoding fitted to the MX-G9.

However, the surround simulation is
rather more inventive than usual, thanks
to the so-called Panorama feature. This
involves physically adjusting the distribu-
tion pattern, spectrumand phase of sounds
fed to an extra swivelling midrange drive
unit, for different surround effects and/or
room conditions. The laudable if optimis-
tic intention (see also Technics) is to

create a reasonable imitation of surround
sound without the need to run extra wires
to addrtional speakers placed behind or
beside the listeners.

Although it's next to impossible to
read the legends on the hundred and one
facia buttons without a torch and magni-
fying glass, the handset is thoughtfully
shaped and laid out, and refreshingly leg-
ible, given the almost absurd complexity
of this system. My only gripe is that the
tuner doesn't receive the same impor-
tance as the CD and tape sources. You
can't graze up and down the FM and MW/
LW AM radio bands by remote control
You can only scan established presets

The stack

The tuner performed adequately enough.
Although it was rather basic in terms of
features (no signal strength, RDS or auto-
tuning), and despite limited top end
transparency, it provided a reliable source
which was certainly up to the capabilities
of the rest of the system.

The CD player is a bit slow getting off
its butt in the first place, but boogies along
well enough when it gets going, even if it
doesn't exactly ooze subtlety and could
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The surround sound effect of this system goes a long way towards creating
that home cinema illusion — without having to have a gaggle of speakers
scattered around the living-room, trailing yards of wires and cables.

do with better midband dynamics.

The clunky twin auto-reverse cas-
sette decks, however, head the downhill
trend. You can record on one transport
and play on both, and there are all sorts
of different trick functions, including vari-
ous ways of fitting a CD onto a tape, and
recording it with the help of fuzzy logic.
Personally, | would have been happier
with a tape counter and a pair of record
level controls and meters.

The trouble is, the basic recording
quality on our sample was pretty dire, and
inconsistent fromtape to tape. Therecord
deck'sreplay capability was no better, but
the play only deck did passably well with
prerecorded material.

With the amplifier I'm sure the bi-
amp feature did its best to help but the
basic sound quality is not terribly endear-
ing or transparent. The ‘source direct’
button made little difference either. Then
there's the vast range of options pre-
sented by the equaliser/processor, which
provide plenty of fun and games for

experimentation. Even though few actu-
ally improve upon the short straight path,
at least they're amusingly labelled.

The Panorama feature, used in Cin-
ema mode, is the saving grace of this
whole system. It may not carry the formal
Dolby logos, but it does create a remark-
ably effective illusion of surround sound
when used with appropriate Dolby Sur-
round encoded movies. It's not as good
as doing the job properly with speakers
all around, it doesn't have the subtlety or
dynamic control, but it does get a surpris-
ingly long way down the road. It adds a
splendid, if echoey, spaciousness, and a
remarkably enveloping illusion.

SP-MXG?7 loudspeakers
The rotating ‘surround effect’ driver and
artfully moulded baffle makes this an
unusually elaborate loudspeaker design,
but it still has to function as a stereo
loudspeaker, and its abilities in this prime
role are significantly compromised.

The quite large (15 litre plus) box
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promises decent sensitivity and/or bass
extension, both of which are achieved to
a degree, but also at the price of signifi-
cant unevenness and consequent sub-
stantial coloration.

Frankly, the enclosure is too big for
the build quality, and the drivers are of
the budget variety. Positively over-exu-
berant, in point of fact, with unwelcome
unevenness and more than a hint of
treble aggression. The net balance is as
good as it's going to get when the speaker
is sited close against a wall.

Ensemble

Award winner and style setter it may be,
but in this reviewer's opinion the G7 is
hampered by over-colourful and uneven
loudspeakers and indifferent amplifica-
tion, and cursed by a poor tape recorder.
However, its Panoramic AV capabilities
are quite spectacularly impressive, and in
this respect at least the G7 does deliver a
truly magical performance for the price
— and arguably deserves that Award.

JVC UK Ltd, )VC House, JVC Business Park,
Priestley Way, London NW2 7BA.
2 081-450 3282

Verdict

A Stylish; lovely
ergonomics; great
surround effect
from two speakers.

¥ Amp and speakers
sound coloured;
indifferent cassette
performance.

» 179999

SOUND QUALITY
EREOO
VALUE FOR MONEY
EREOO
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his sober and conservatively styled
Philips mini system comes in on the
top rung of our price ladder, with an
asking price of £1,000, on top of
which you have to add your own loud-
speakers — usually a blessing in disguise.
The most important justification for
the price (from the marketing perspec-
tive) is that the cassette deck is not an
auto-reverse double deck with the usual
cost compromises built-in. Instead, it's the
latest in whizzbang high-cassette-deck-
techdom, a pukka Digital Compact Cas-
sette machine — or what we in the trade
call DCC. And if you've never heard of it
before, you haven't been reading your
Hi-Fi Choice lately.
For the uninitiated,
DCClisessentiallyan
attempt to bring
the humble
compact cas-
setteinto the
digital age,
and put it
on a ( very
nearly)
even foot-
ing  with
CD. DCC's
really clever
trick is that it
notonly records
and replays these
new style digital cas-
settes, but also replays
conventional analogue cas-
settes (albeit rather less well than a top
flight conventional deck). What it doesn't
of course dois dub (copy) either analogue
or digital cassettes, onto either A or D
casset. You only get the one transport
here, which even Denon'’s mini customers

The FW-91 is a pretty
looking mini with its
bow window effect
plastic facia.
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Phllips
FW-91

appear to find irksomely restricting.

The cheapest DCC recorders to date
are listed at £450, so this mini DCC deck
represents at least a third of the cost of this
system — an unusually hefty tape bias for
any system, though an inevitable conse-
quence of the latest technology. It's obvi-
ously been a bit of a squeeze to get it
down to mini size, and in fact the DCC?/
deck is a complete standalone compo-
nent, with separate mains, manual and
connecting sockets. The small intermit-
tent rear cooling fan suggests the chip
reduction processes are only partly com-
plete.

Another plus with this mini is a 60W
(RMS per channel) rated power output,
which is more than most manage. Apart
from a mild surfeit of Philips badges, it's
also very pretty, imaginatively using plas-
tics to create abow-window effect —not
the latest in fashion maybe, but it won't
look like history five years from now.
Despite four separate boxes, the ensem-
ble is slightly lower than most, though
deeper too by way of compensation.

Operation

The usual overabundance of features
makes rather a nonsense of the so-called
EasylLogicinteractive controls,whose cause
is not assisted by an obtuse and pedestrian
instruction manual, a number of unfamiliar
facia legends, and a busy if well shaped
handset. Having successfully defeated the
usual variety of tone-bending, surround
and DSP options, | found the crucial task
of input selection quite confusing: a single
button push will select the tuner straight
away, but you have to hold a key down to
find the other inputs. And attempts to
access the external input changed chan-
nels on the (Philips) TV long before the

PHILIPS

PHILIDS

audio input itself came on line

I was also mystified by an extra pair of
speakerterminals forconnecting surround
speakers, as the manual gave absolutely
no mention of what sort of signals might
be sentunderdifferentsound effect modes,
or what such an arrangement might be
trying to achieve. It turns out to be merely
a simple Hafler type arrangement, but
with this shining example, it's not surpris-
ing the general public so misunderstands
the ins and outs of surround sound

IfI'm picking on Philips here, it's not the
only company whose manuals deserve
censure. These mini systems are infernally
complicated, especially at the top end of
the market, and information supplied as-
sumes a great deal. What we end up with
here is page upon page of how to do all
sorts of tricks with the system, and very
little mention of why one would want to
do such tricks — or how doing them will
increase your enjoyment enough to com-
pensate for the effort involved in learning
how to do them in the first place

And while I'm in a niggly mood, when
the facias have been so carefully designed
to match and stack, using identically shaped
and placed buttons on both the CD and
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PHILIPS

At the top of the price ladder the Philips system boasts a digital compact

cassette deck as well as all the usual features. Could it be that the digital
tape recording medium has found a home in the world of mini systems?

DCC decks for key functions such as
open/close, play and stop, why were the
respective track-skip button pairs at op-
posite ends of the facias, and labelled
entirely differently from each other?

The stack

The chunky little amp has plenty of rear
heatsinking, rather closely spaced spring
clip terminals for main and surround
speakers, and only a couple of spare
inputs (one for vinyl) once you've con-
nected in the DCC deck. You can, of
course, temporarily unplug the DCC,
should you need extra access.

A seven-band analyser doubles as
equaliser, with a handful of preset curves
and several more vacancies. A DSP func-
tion adds five options of artificial rever-
beration. Even with controls set flat, the
amp was not entirely convincing. It
sounded quite solid and well controlled
at the bottom end, but also a bit pinched,
nasal and thin higher up, and seemed
rather lazy and unenthusiastic as a whole.

And the amp, as is often the case,
imposes its signature firmly on the system
as a whole. Despite doubling as a clock/
timer, the tuner seemed particularly con-
fident, with good alignment symmetry
and the ability to sound quite transparent
to studio artefacts on strong signals, even
if it doesn't have the best stereo sensitiv-
ity around. But the sound also seemed a
bit flat and compressed, somehow lack-
ing space and the freedom to breathe

The feature-rich CD player (FTS and
all) has an engaging confidence and drives
along well, but again sounds dynamically
rather flat and uninspired, with the slightly
fat bass and detached tinkly top which is
indicative of some time smear.

Analogue cassettes seemed very lack-
ing in bass drive and somewhat fluttery,
but on DCC the deck showed itself able
to provide good quality reproduction
free from many of the foibles suffered by
mini system cassette decks —asit should,
given the relative costs involved. CD
copies get quite close to the original, with

the same impressive solidity and just a
slight loss of crispness and focus, and
some loss of energy and precision at the
top end.

The way track titles were displayed
with prerecorded material was effective,
and track access was confident if slower
than CD. The quality seemed pretty close
to CD too in terms of stability and bal-
ance, although the sound somehow
seemed a little emptier and less involving.
The top end balance between samples
seemed slightly uncertain as well.

Conclusion

This system at least proves that DCC
could have a worthwhile role in the mini
market though not, | suspect, fora yearor
two given the lack of tape-to-tape dub-
bing facilities which this market demands,
and the high price. Despite this factor,
and the various ergonomic foibles, the
FW9I remains a neat and attractive
proposition forthose seeking an upmarket
audio package.

Philips Consumer Electronics Ltd, City House,
420-430 London Road, Croydon, Surrey
CR9 3QR. @ 081-689 2166

Verdict

% DCC adds
convenience and
digital solidity to
tape performance.

@ EasylLogic isn't;
limited analogue
cassette compatibil-

ity; pricey.
& £999.99

SOUND QUALITY
EEEC0
VALUE FOR MONEY
EERO0O0
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The split moulded
facia gives the
impression of four
separate components.

STACK SYSTEMS

Ploneer

NodM

east expensive of the six assembled

systems, this £550 Pioneer mini, col-

lectively code-named N53M, con-

sists of just two identical pudgy little
main electronics units plus a pair of small,
lightweight speakers. This, of course, is the
maximum electronics integration possible
while still permitting either vertical stack-
ing or side-by-side low-line disposition,
though the styling of the speakers favours
the former.

Dark charcoal grey and soft radiused
edges are the fashionably dominant
themes, each unit having a split moulded
plastic facia to give the impression of four

separate components. All is neat

enough, though there's an
odd contrast between
the symmetric sobri-
ety of CD, cas-
sette and tuner
sections, and
theasymme-
try of the
amplifier's
contoured
control sur-
faces.
There's
the wusual
elaborate
status display
to provide
plenty of user
feedback on what's
happening, and a twee
little handset for refreshingly
simple, if somewhat limited, day to day
donkey work. However | had to up the
wattage of the room lighting in order to
make out the small, faint legends on the
units themselves — though to be fair this
isageneric ratherthan exclusively Pioneer
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criticism.

All is ludicrously easy to get up and
running. Asinglemainsleadsuppliespower,
and the two main units are connected
through a short length of ribbon cable. A
feeble set of spring clip terminals supplies
the speakers, which are fitted with simi-
larly feeble captive leads barely two me-
treslong. This is unnecessarily mean, giving
little siting flexibility beyond stretching the
whole thing out on a convenient shelf or
sideboard. You can, of course, extend the
cable, but this practice is always better
avoided. A small (3.5mm) headphonejack
provides the intimate alternative.

Even more mean is the solitary exter-
nal input provided, which can be used for
either a line source such as a video re-
corder, or as an equalised high gain input
for a (moving magnet type) vinyl record
player, but not both (an attendant switch
provides the option).

If the external flexibility is rather lim-
ited, there can be no complaint about a
lack of features on the units themselves.
Well, there is the one complaint, that the
more you try and stuff into these systems,
the moreinscrutable they become. Andin
this respect, the Pioneer is pretty trick'y to
scrute.

The stack
A multi-disc CD player heads the list of
components, so you have to load your
disc into a six-pack magazine before play,
and try and remember which is which.
This is supercaliwhatsit if you happen to
have a Pioneer multi-disc player in your
car, and can keep your magazines well
loaded, but as has a |0-disc Sony changer,
I think I might have settled for the straight
single-play N53 and saved 50 quid.

The usual two cassette decks operate

in each direction but only one of them
records. Both clunk loudly and discourag-
ingly. There's an exquisitely complicated
pre-programmed and programmable
equaliser system called Sound Field Con-
trol Operation, with an even more incom-
prehensible set of instructions. And then
there's a clock, with various permutations
forwaking you up, sending you to sleep or
letting you snooze for five more minutes.
Sadly, it doesn't make the tea.

Still, once you've come around to
accepting that most of these widgets are
more trouble than they're worth, and that
an alarm clock is really the best device for
waking you up in the morning, the N53M
becomes easy enough to use. Compared
with the other more expensive minis, this
Pioneer does feel a bit lightweight and
lacks some class and luxury touches. It's
difficult to guess the volume level, for
example, or see what's going on down in
the cassette wells. And switching to the
tuner from other sources causes the vol-
ume to Jump.

The tuner sounds a bit coloured —
rather pinched and spitty at the top, and a
bit chesty at the bottom, but it locks on
accurately and handles weak signals well,



The N53M consists of a multi-disc CD player, twin cassette deck, equaliser,
tuner, amplifier and alarm clock. In fact, it’s so packed with features it can
be rather difficult to operate — unfortunately, it doesn’t make the tea.

and has a natural dynamic quality which is
refreshingly informative. Much the same
is true of the CD player — sonically a bit
coloured and crude but fundamentally
lively with good drive and fine timing. Al
of which suggests that the amplifier is
playing an important role.

The cassette decks lived down to
clunky expectations, with obvious flutter
robbing the sound of any solidity. Prere
corded tapes at least balanced reason-
ably well, but its own recordings were
exasperatingly muffled, and rather differ-
ent from one deck to the other.

S-P530 loudspeakers

Sardines ratherthan loudspeakers, surely?
From Portugal | mean. Good fisherman
and navigators certainly, but not a coun-
try with an illustrious reputation in acous-
tic or electromechanical engineering. The
labour, of course, isas cheap as these little
two-way Portuspeakers, which maybe
account forabout £30 of those £550 (I'm
in a generous mood).

Anchovies too. Never touch ‘em
myself, much too powerful a flavour. Bit
like these speakers really. Pretty plastic
mouldings give the front a touch of
curvaceous cosmetic class, but the grille
section only serves to put the drivers
down short tubes, with predictably
horrid acoustic consequences. Take off
the grilles and the unfinished chipboard
looks even worse than the cheap little
paper cone tweeter held in place by two
woodscrews.

They'll get you started, but even the
quite modest capabilities of this little mini
system deserve something better than
these. Sensitivity is adequate but there's
little bass, even when placed close to a
wall, and both midrange and treble are
coarse and coloured, more in the manner
ofa TV than a hi-fi speaker. The strongest
point in their favour is a reasonably flat
overall in-room balance, but the memory
of that spikey treble lingers on . . .

Best solution? Take a Stanley knife to
the tweeter until it stops working, then

e NI TT S
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save the rest of the speakers until you
want some surround sound action. Buy a
pair of cheap JPW speakers instead, for
not much more than you could save by
opting for the single play CD machine.

Ensemble

This is a relatively inexpensive system, so
some allowance can be made for the
economies In build and lack of luxury
touches. The sound has its crude aspects
too, with a lack of delicacy and transpar-
ency that will make many serious hi-fi
listeners flinch, while both cassette deck
and speakers are well out to lunch.

But despite these criticisms, and with
half decent speakers substituted, | devel-
oped great respect forthis system’s sheer
coherence and lively honesty. The pres-
entation of the sound may be a little
crude, but its ability to communicate
some semblance of reality and handle
difficult rhythmic interplay is, perhaps
paradoxically, more than a match for the
other systems assembled here.

Pioneer (GB) Ltd, Pioneer House, Hollybush
Hill, Stoke Poges, Slough SL2 4QP.
= (0753) 789789

Verdict

Inexpensive and
largely adequate;
lively sound;
communicative.

Poor speakers; tape
deck no better;
lightweight build;
sounds a bit crude.

» £349.9

SOUND QUALITY
EEREO0O
VALUE FOR MONEY
EEERQO

> 4
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lechnics

SG-GHYal

his impressive new upmarket Tech-

nics mini system had taken the scenic

path en route to this reviewer, shed-

ding one ortwo useful items like the
instruction manual and unique rear speaker
lead along the way. Encouragingly — not
to say surprisingly — this proved only a
minor impediment in getting at least the
basics of a potentially elaborate system up
and running.

Ease of use and inturtive familiarity are
not qualities normally associated with the
mini system, but this Technics example
covers the basics better than most. The
£1,000 price-tag puts it nearthe top of our

list, though this does (unlike the Philips)

include a pair of loudspeakers
for the very good
reasonthattheseare
not like normal
loudspeakers
Rather,
they attempt
the impossi
ble (see
also JVC's
system),
which is to
combine
extra sur-
round sound
speakers
within the nor-
mal stereo pair
Since these 'rear’
channels therefore sit
there at the front like any nor-
mal speaker, it would appear patently
obvious that they're not going to surround
anything. The master plan is that, with a
little clever jiggery pokery, it might be
possible to get some way towards real
surround sound without all that dreadful

The Technics looks
very pretty; beautifully
brushed and artfully
bent metal facias.
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inconvenience of running wires around
the room.

The four electronics units consist of a
double cassette deck, a CD player, atuner
amplifier and a stereo sound processor,
the prominence ofthe latter reinforced by
a Dolby Pro-Logic logo. Yes, the key to
this mini system'’s highish price is an unu-
sual degree of AV capability, with the
socketry to switch several V-with-A
sources, as well as conventional audio
ones (including vinyl disc). You have to
add your own stereo VCR, TV set and so
on, but this mini should — at least in
theory — enable you to make the most
out of Dolby Surround feature film sound-
tracks, as well as all the usual conventional
stereo music sources.

I say in theory, because a centre-front
‘dialogue’ speaker is not part of the sup-
plied package. However, a little phono
socket found hidden beneath the ribbon
cable provides a variable line-level centre
output, and Technics can supply compact
amplified, magnetically shielded SB-AV30
unit which will do the job at a modest
additional £129. Alternatively, you can
operate the standard two-speaker set-up
in ‘phantom’ mode for something of the
same effect.

The stack

Another excuse for this system'’s price is
that you get a set of beautifully brushed
and artfully bent metal facias. Despite the
two-dimensional constriction and awk-
wardness of end caps, the result some-
how has a touch of extra class over even
the best of the plastic moulded variety.
Presentation is at the dark end of the grey
scale, with the usual overabundance of
displays but a generally pleasing symmetry
— save for the disappointment of discov-

ering that what looks like a real round
tuning knob is only some rare species of
jog control for the sound processor.
This processoris as inscrutable as most
of the breed, but the rest of the system is
rather more user friendly than the norm,
thanks to legends which are refreshingly
legible, and the retention of useful basic
amplifier features like input selection
pushbuttons and a balance control —
functions which many rivals have discarded
in favour of altogether more perverse
microprocessor complexities. That said,
the handset has more than 50 buttons to
contend with, so despite Technics best
efforts to group and distinguish them, it's
never going to be altogether friendly.
The endless volume control is a bit
odd at first, but it has a lovely progressive
feel and a digital level read out that's great
when you get used to it, even though
handset response seems a shade slow.
There's the usual surfeit of rather bright
displays on each unit, including clock, timer,
spectrum analyser and such like (I couldnt
find a dimmer switch). But some are
genuinely useful, like the Dolby Pro-Logic
display mode, and the counters (not real
time)for the two cassette transports.



With a twin cassette deck, tuner, compact disc player, amplifier and Dolby
Pro-Logic sound processor, this is a mini system with a fair degree of AV
capability to bring that cinema experience to your living room.

The tunerseemed a little weaker than
the other sources here. It was slightly
asymmetrically aligned and occasionally
prey to low level grain and interference.

The CD player sounded aftogether
more authoritative and assured, and the
cassette deck was even more impressive.
The poweredloading helpedinspire more
confidence than usual, and the sound of
its own recordings and prerecorded
material was unusually stable and solid. It
was more like a proper separates deck
than a mini component.

The system as a whole sounds very
crisp and clear, but rather lacking in dy-
namic freedom and a bit self-consciously
‘hi-fi'inthe chromium plated sense. Some
of this is down to the unusual balance of
the loudspeakers (see later), but the
overall consistency suggests the amplifier
is rather constrained and plodding.

SB-CH950 loudspeakers
Even ignoring the reflective surround fea-
ture, these loudspeakers are rather dif-

ferent from the others used to partner
packaged systems — and from the budget
hi-fi norm. The enclosure is quite large
(around 14 litres), which is not necessar-
ily wise from a sonic point of view, and
there are three main drive units (bass,
mid and treble), which is also not wise
from a sonic point of view.

More significant, however, is a bal-
ance that differs quite markedly from the
othersystem speakers here, and from the
bookshelf speaker norm. This speaker
has a laid-back midband and a touch of
boom 'n’ tizz at the bottom and top, not
unlike a mild ‘loudness’ contour.

The resultis that the Technics sounds
big and relaxed at low volumes, but the
boom ‘n’ tizz becomes more obvious
when you pump up the levels. Mini sys-
tem speakers normally sound better at
higher volumes. Furthermore, the bass
balances best if this speaker is kept well
clear of walls (and floor). Perhaps surpris-
ingly, in view of the size and 3-way line-
up, sensitivity is below average and bass

extension nothing special.

Used in Dolby Surround modes, with
the reflective sideways speaker in action,
I'have to say the surround sound was not
particularly convincing. Possibly my room
is less than ideal, but here the much less
orthodox JVC two-box surround illusion
was significantly more impressive. How-
ever, this Technics does allow you to use
yourownsurroundspeakers, placed prop-
erly at the rear.

Ensemble

The SC-CH?50 is not the most dramatic
or involving mini system around. The
sound is alittle too tightly under control,
and a degree of time smear takes the
edge off the excitement. But you get the
impression that close attention has been
paid to the fine detail of construction and
operation, and so it conveys a feeling of
confidence. The supplied equipment only
goes a little way down the AV road, but
fortunately the system is flexible enough
to be extended quite easily

Panasonic Consumer Electronics, Panasonic
House, Willoughby Road, Bracknell, Berks,
RGI2 8FP. @& (0344) 853943

Verdict

@ Considered design;
intuitive; fine tape
deck and Dolby
Pro-Logic facilities.

& Speakers have
unusual ‘loudness’
balance; amp
squashed and slow.

» £949.95

SOUND QUALITY
EERER0O0O
VALUE FOR MONEY
EEEO0O
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4 248 Lee High Road
/% Lewisham London SE13 5PL
5

Tel: 081 318 5755 & 081 852 1321

Hi-fi Specialists Qﬁ > Two comfortable listening lounges

S > Part Exchange service
| > Installation Service
Ll > Flexible finance options (6 months to 2 years)
4 3/ = =
Superb Performance | ﬂl_flj—ul ]r _U@T "l Firm Favourites
. = : ‘
_The New Cyrus FREE 24HR DELIVERY
. range now THE CHOICE IS YOURS For most stock items
available . Please call for details
Wedemonstrate everythingwesell
so you can be sure that any of the Source
Now on Demonstration products you see advertised here e P £449 00
Cyrus 3 Amplifier/PSX-R & Tuner are on display and available for Marantz CD53 (NEW) .............. £199.00
Naim Nait 3 & Mission 751 Speaker audition. MarantzCD 52/2 .......cccccvvvenne. £229.00
Cassette Our helpful and experienced staff Marantz CD 52/2S€ .................. £299.00
Aiwa ADF 810 ........ccocccovrnnne. £199.00 are on hand every day (except Rotel RCD 9B5BX ..................... £299.00
Aiwa ADWX 929 ........ccoeeeennen. £219.00 Thursday and Sunday) to help Rotel RCD 965BX Discrete ......... £349.00
Arcam Delta 100 .........cc......... £849.00 explore the possibilit[es open to EEE: i:::z:g -------------------------- ﬁ;iggg
Denon DRM540 (NEW) ........... £159.00 you. We welcome your visit. ga Planar 3 ..., X
Denon DRSB10 ......c.cocveurnna.. £199.00 Amplifier
Denon DRW760 .........ccceevnevennn. £249.00 . A Arcam Alpha 5 ... £229.00
NAD 602 (NEW) +...ooovoooovn . £199.00 eTwo I|sten|n.g'rooms ArcamAIPha 6 ....c..oevveeeenee. £329.00
Nakamichi DR 3......c.cccccocornns £349.00 ®Two year minimum guarantee gyrus 3})(’\1/]‘4:2w5)0-)é ..................... ﬁigg.gg
Nakamichi DR 2 ........c.cooevenine. £549.00 .Free 24hr delivery service enon PVMIAZO0/3 ... 5
Nakamichi DR 1 ....covvvvevieeinnn, £729.00 o/ . y Marantz PM44se .........cccoeeevnnne. £199.00
00% Finance available,see below NAD 302 £169.00
Yamaha KX 260 ........ccoeevennnees £159.00 . "] NAD302 .
Yamaha KX 360 ... £189 00 ®Part excr_1ange service available Rega EIEX ...voveieiieeee £298.00
Loudspeaker o Outstanding product range from: E?wzelnﬁgisi?ﬁe[é{/éf(ﬁ;\&j ....... Eégi.gg
Heybrook Prima .........ccccovevveenne. £119.00 L el UV .
Linn Keilidh ........oooovvierininns £579.00 AIWA - ARCAM - AUDIO TECHNICA - CYRUS ?j:;NaM(NeW) ................... £499.00
whsson ;ggfﬁm) """""""" PN DENON - HEYBROOK - JPW - MARANTZ - LINN | prcmm AIpha 5 .o £919.00
Mission 753 ... £699:OO PRODUCTS - MISSION - NAD - NAIM AUDIO Cyrus FM7 Tuner (New) ............. £399.00
REEA KYE v £198.00 NAKAMICHI - QUAD - ROTEL - REGA - RUARK Denon TU260L ........c.cocoeveeee.. £119.00
ROBEr LS28/2 ..o, £219.00 ROGERS - SOUND ORG - SPENDOR - TARGET NAD 402 (NEW) ...oovvvviieieeaann, £159.00
Tannoy 605/2 ......cceeveeeinieen, £169.00 TANNOY - TDL - WOODSIDE - YAMAHA Naim NAT 03 ... £499.00
Tannoy 607 ....cvoeeeveeeeennn £219.00 Rotel RT930AX ........cccccceovaunne £159.00

0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT

Up to £1000 Instant Credit available to personal Callers
- 10% Deposi 6o0r9 i

g. System: Marantz CD52se / Marantz PM 44se / Mission 780. Total Price £595.00
Deposit: £59.50. Plus 9 equal payments of £59.50. Price includes VAT and all leads).

=P Tel: 081 318 5755 & 081 852 1321 <gmm

Opening times : 10.00am to 6.30pm Monday to Saturday (Closed Thursday)




STACK SYSTEMS

Stack systems:

conclusions, best buys and recommendations

few together with
weeks Paul M@SSQ.?’ZQ .87' the creative flair |
spent concludes his first  ofanIncome |
with this . Tax return. It's ‘
group of half a stack SyStem reviell  sad that the
dozen complete with the thOZLth new Denon no

systems was
very educa-
tional, but also
just a little
dispiriting for
the reviewer
approaching
from a real hi-fi perspective.
Certainly the minis are
compact and cute, and have
the automatic convenience of
full remote control. But don't
kid yourself they’'re top notch.

The Denon D110’s the pick
of the bunch here, but it still
only gets halfway down the
hi-fi separates road, and it’s
certainly no sonic bargain.
Paradoxically too, the cheap-
est system, the Pioneer N53M
was arguably the most
communicative of the lot.

Although cheap loudspeak-
ers are a perennial limiting
factor in packaged systems, at
least there’s often the option
to swap them for something
better. Such is not the case
with the amplifiers, and the
amps here proved a real
burden, draining so much life
and vigour from the music it
was often difficult to tell how
good the various sources
were. Six examples cannot be
considered representative, so
maybe there is a mini or midi
system somewhere
out there with a really
decent amplifier. It’s
just that we have yet
to find it.

My other main
gripe concerns the
sheer over-complexity
of these systems, due
to a gross surfeit of
largely unnecessary
features, and com-
pounded by poor, cluttered
facia and handset layout, and
manuals (Technics apart) put

that, when it comes
to sound quality,
less is often more.

longer uses the
little fold down
flaps that kept
its facias well
ordered. Like
the others,
personal
interaction (that is to say,
using it) is now a technologi-
cally intimidating experience.

While none of these
systems ever looked like
receiving a Best Buy rating —
they’re far from cheap, even
by separates standards — I
could have found grounds to
Recommend all or none. Good
points invariably seemed to |
balance out with weaknesses
elsewhere, and unevenness
was widespread.

In the event, I picked the
Pioneer N53M as good fun at
the price — but do replace the
speakers, and note you can’t
plug in both a record player
and a video recorder.

The JVC qualifies for its
surprisingly effective and very
innovative ‘two-speaker
surround’ system, though
performance otherwise was
very marginal. Denon’s D110
succeeds by approaching hi-fi
performance, while the
Technics SC-CH950 combines
all round competence with
serious AV potential.

Denon's D110 at least acknowl-
edges the notion of high fidelity,
and it's not even black!

HOW THE SYSTEMS COMPARE

* see text for details

MAKE DENON GOODM'S JVC  PHILIPS PIONEER TECHNICS
MODEL DIIO 700 MXG7 FW9| N53M SC-CH950
PRICE INC SPKRS  £870 £735 £799 N £549  £1000
PRICE EXC SPKRS £800 £625 N £999 N N
—& & — & —— & —
STACK: <y | 4 54
HEIGHT 37 685 42 365 36 42
WIDTH 27 345 275 26 26 27
DEPTH 33 37 28 32 28 34
WT (kg) 15 23 12 12 9 13
NO OF UNITS 4 6 4 4 2 4
REMOTE Y Y* Y Y Y Y
MAINS LEADS | 6 I 2 | I
SPEAKERS:
SUPPLIED? OPT Y Y N Y Y
DRIVERS 2 2 2+1 N 2 3+1
HEIGHT 28 26 43 N 36 42
WIDTH 19 17 23 N 18 24
DEPTH 20 20 28 N 22 29
wWT 2.8 3 6.5 N 33 6
CABLE LENGTH 3M N I5SM N 2M 2.5M
COMPONENTS:
CD PLAYER Y Y Y Y Y Y
SINGLE PLAY Y Y Y Y N Y
MULTI PLAY N N N N Y N
FTS N N N ¢ N N
TUNER Y Y Y Y Y Y
FM Y Y Y Y Y Y
MW Y Y Y Y Y Y
LW N Y Y Y N Y
PRESETS 30 20 40 30 24 39
RDS Y N N N N N
CASS PLAYER 2 2 2 I* 2 2
CASS RECORDER I I I DCC* | I
AUTO-REVERSE 2 2 2 I 2 2
DOLBY B Y Y Y Y Y Y
DOLBY C Y N Y Y Y Y
VINYL DISC N Y N N N N
CLOCK/TIMER Y Y Y Y Y Y
PROCESSOR N Y Y Y Y Y
ANALYSER BANDS N 7 7 7 5 20
EQUALISER BANDS N 7 7 7 5 20
HANDSETS I 2 I I | I
EXT INPUTS
LINE IN 2 2 3 I 05% 3
VINYL DISC I I I I 0.5% |
VIDEO IN N N 3 N N 2
EXT OUTPUTS
LINE OUT 2 2 I N N 2
VIDEO OUT N N I N N 2
MAIN SPKR Y Y Y Y Y Y
HEADPHONE Y Y Y Y Y Y
SURROUND SPKR N N \& Y N Y
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An invitation from Bill Wilson

Cut the cost
of your CD
buying by
as much as

¢ A 50
' M 50%

Buy your CDs the easy way and save
£££’s at the same time with Bill Wilson’s

CD

warehouse

Save as much as 50 % off a wide and constantly updated
range of new release and highly recommended CDs.

COLLECTORS CHOICE

In addition, we can obtain virtually any CD available in

the UK at greatly discounted prices.

It’s just part of the WSL CD service which includes...

A unique library ‘try before you buy” service.

e The CD Index — the only book that tells you all you
want to know about CDs.

If you want the kind of service no other CD club can

offer you, contact me now for full details of the Wilson

Stereo Library CD service — I'll reply personally and

make you a very special offer of membership.

OK Bill Wilson! Tell me about the WSL CD Service and the benefits I can
get from it. Including the New CD Warehouse. Without obligation.
I'enclose 2 x 1st Class stamps for speedy reply.

Name:

s ,, WILSON
B STEREQ
poscode: B LIBRARY

To: Bill Wilson Wilson Stereo Library PO Box 32
St. Leonards-on-Sea East Sussex TN30 0U2
Hrc 1293 Telephone: (0424) 718254 Fax: (0424) 718262

LESS HI-Fl. .. MORE MUSIC
Arcam, Audiolab, Creek, Gyrus, Denon,
Epos, Heybrook, Linn, Marantz, Mission,

NAD, Naim, Nakamichi, Rega, Rotel

... plus other selected brands.

Not all brands stocked at both shops.

6 HOTEL STREET, 32 GOLD STREET,
LEICESTER NORTHAMPTON
TEL: 0604 37871

TEL: 0533 623704

The

SPEAMER
Company

For all your needs in DIY speaker and crossover
construction

We offer a large range of speaker chassis and ¢rossover
components for hi fi, car audio, public address & studio uses.
The Speaker Company also offers a range of specialist services.
Hi-Fl chassis speakers, crossover's, cabinet kits, cable,
cabinet damping materials, spike kits etc
Car Audio chassis speakers, crassover's, sub bass cabinets
and amplifiers.

Public Address chassis speakers, crossover's, mixers,
amplifiers, cabinets, microphones and stands.

Plus a comprehensive range of accessories

Chassis speakers by
Audax, Seas, Morel, Rcf, Kef, Elac, Rci, Richard Allan, Fane,
MCKenzie, Celestion, Eminence, Peerless, Volt, Altai, Soundlab, P.H.L.
Please phone or post for a copy of our free comprehensive catalogue
and price list which includes hints and tips on DIY loudspeaker
construction.
Unit 9, Waterside Mill, Waterside
Macclesfield, Cheshire SK 11 7HG
Tel: 0625-500507 EE—
Fax: 0625-500508 v
All goods dispatched within 24 hours subject to availability
Open 9am to 6pm Monday to Friday & 9am to 4pm Saturday




It costs the same to get it right
as it does to get it wrong.

At the Listening Rooms, we pride ourselves on 35 years com bined experience.
matching your needs with exactly the right Two Fully equipped listening rooms.
equipment, whatever your budget, and because we Home installation service
only stock the best, that's what you get. Multi-room design and installation.

What you']l also get is sound professional 2 years Parts and Labour guarantee.
advice and a chance to relax and listen to some Home cinema surroun d-sound.

of the world's finest Hi-Fi equipment. Export and Credit facilities.

* LINN ® QUAD * MERIDIAN * NAKAMICHI ®* ARCAM ® AUDIOLAB ® ACOUSTIC ENERGY SME * AuDIO RESEARCH ®
* KRELL ®* CLASSE AUDIO ®* WADIA ® THETA ®* APOGEE ®* MARTIN LOGAN ® SONUS FABER * MusiCAL FIDELITY ® REL *
* REVOX * ROGERS ® PIONEER ®* TANNOY ® STAX ® AURA * LEXICON ® SYSTEMDEK ® PINK TRIANGLE * MICHELL
MONITOR AUDIO ® YAMAHA * MARANTZ * KEF ¢ BOSE ® CELESTION ® EPOS ® MiSSION ®* DENON ® NEAT PETITE *

= i

161 Old Brompton Rd. London SW5 OL]. Tel: 071-244 7750/59. Fax: 071 370 0192

Monday - Saturday 10am-6pm. Nearest Tube; South Kensington or Gloucester Road.

University Audio

are proud to present
the opening of

A LINN HI-FI CENTRE

demonstrating
The world’s most advanced Hi-Fi
at

1-3 PEAS HILL, CAMBRIDGE

from October
Tel: 0223-354237
Fax: 0223-322079




THX HOME CINEMA

THE BIG MAC

Tim Frost takes a close look at the McIntosh THX home theatre system and rates

its abilities from the point of view of the film buff and the dedicated audiophile.

he McIntosh is already a bit of a
landmark system, combiningall of
the THX elements in one manufac-
turer’s elegant package.

The system is built around a preamp
which contains an internal Dolby Sur-
round/THXmodule, asix channel power
amp (each channel rated at 100W), three
main front speakers, a sub bass unit and
a pair of dipole surround speakers.

The inspiration for the system comes
straight from Hollywood. Imagine sit-
ting next to Spielberg as he puts the last
touchesto the dinosaur footfalls in Jurassic
Park and hearing it exactly as he does in
the dubbing theatre. That’s the aim of the
new THX home theatre system, the most

THX by McIntosh,, £11,860

Dolby Pro-Logic, 6 outputs (left, centre,
right, sub-bass, two surrounds) with
additional circuits for Re-Equalisation,
Timbre-matching and De-correlation.

Low distortion, stable devices with
adequate power to drive the speaker
systems to 105dB SPL.

80Hz-20kHz within very
close tolerances. SPL
capability of 105dB.
Dispersion narrow in the
vertical plane and wide in
the horizontal plane. All three front
speakers to be of the same type.

20Hz-80Hz within tight tolerances. SPL
capability of 105dB.

125Hz-8kHz within tight tolerances. SPL
capability of 105dB. Nominally with a dipole
response — radiating sound towards the
front and the rear with out of phase signals
so that there is a null point on the axis with
the listener’s ear.
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significant development in home enter-
tainment sound since Dolby Surround.

Several years ago Lucasfilm — of Star
Wars and Indiana Jones fame — wanted to
improve the technical quality of its sound-
tracks. They brought in Tom Holman, an
engineer with a number of successful
audiophile designs behind him, to com-
pletely reassess the film audio chain from
top to bottom and THX was born.

Many of the ideas for the film replay
system he developed for Lucasfilm were
eventually put together as a standard for
cinemas to work to. If a cinema uses the
rightequipmentand putsittogetheralong
the engineering principles laid out in the
THX specifications, then it will almost
certainly sound excellent and very close
to what the director intended. In the UK
there are nine THX theatres and all are
well worth a visit to hear sound as it
should be presented.

With Laserdisc putting high quality
film transfers in the hands of the likes of
you and me, it became a natural step to
develop a second specification for Home
THX. After alot of additional research —
since a living room is somewhat different
to acinema — Holman came up with aset
of specifications and additional features
that would move the original soundtrack
faultlessly and totally accurately into the
home. These specifications are open to
any manufacturer to follow and over 30
are now building products licensed to
Home THX specifications. THX products
can be freely matched to create a total
THXHome system, whisking the listener
to the seat next to the director in the
studio theatre. It enables him/her to hear
the sound track exactly asit was intended.

So, taking the electronics first, the C39
processor and the MC7106 power amp
have all the elegance of early seventies
Americana electronics, massively built
solid black boxes with champagne trim

and glowing green lettering — this is
industrial design with history and soul.

Controls on the preamp are kept to a
minimum by home cinema standards.
These include bass and treble controls

with a centre position that switches the
EQ circuits out, separate 12 position in-
put and record-output selectors and vol-
ume and balance controls. The only
indication thatthesystemisa THX/Dolby
Surround processor at all is the delay and
cinema mode controls. The preamp also
links up with more multi-room and re-
mote switching facilities than you can
throw a stick at.

Despite being a seriously analogue
beast, the surround system within the
preamp uses digital delays and a DSP
(Digital Signal Processor) to create the
de-correlation. Thisisachieved with Ana-
logue Devices, DSPs and Crystal codecs
handling the A/D and D/ A conversion




Can your living room handle the
hardware? The army of boxes that move
in and create major movie magic.

— the whole thing could be considered a
mite overkill for ‘just’ the surrounds, but
that’s how McIntosh has always worked.

Talking speakers
The 7106 has much in common with pro-
fessional power amps. It can be bridged,
to allow two units to drive the system
instead of one, and offers severallevels of
protection including thermal, short cir-
cuit and a soft clip overload protection
which works by comparing the input
quality to the output. If there is a differ-
ence equivalent to more than 0.3 per cent
distortion between the two, then this
Power-Guard system pulls back on the
amplifier gain to reduce the clipping dis-
tortion that not only sounds nasty but can
easily take out high frequency drivers.
The HT-1 front speakers are identical
and each use a pair of eight inch mid-bass
drivers and three one inch aluminium
dome/neodymium iron magnet tweet-
ers. Thelatter areall inarow and mounted
on a separate metal sub-baffle. This array
of tweeters helps create the narrow verti-

cal dispersion and wide horizontal dis-
persion that Holman believes is essential
for stereo accuracy. More impressive is
the fact that the tweeter sub-baffle can be
unbolted and turned through ninety de-
grees so the whole speaker can be used
upright and on its side.

The HT-3 surround units are effec-

tively a pair of two-way speakers
in a single box with one baffle angled
forward at 45 degrees and one angled 45
degrees towards the rear. The dipole de-
sign means that they should normally be
side wall mounted rather than fixed to
the rear wall. The only disappointmentin
the whole system was the horrible tin
grills supplied with the HT-3s — throw
them away instantly.

The surrounds have to be specified
with the same power handling as the
front speakers. So the drivers are small
but perfectly formed, and built to mas-
sively high standards to cope with the
punishment that they may get from a
particularly ‘impressive’ surround effect.

The HT-2 sub-bass is big and wonder-
fully elegant in its black ash finish. It
contains two 12 inch bass drivers and
works only in the 20Hz to 80Hz range.
This is true sub-bass — not so much
sounds thatyou can hear, morean energy
you can sense. Although large, there is
some flexibility as to where the HT-2 can
be placed in the room, since sub-bass like
this is non-directional — put the box be-
hind you and you still won’t know where
the sound is coming from.

Run up as a full system and properly
aligned, so that the levels coming from

Now you've got the system,
what can you play on it?

As THX is not a specific format like Dolby
Stereo but more a way of building a replay
system for a given application, anything
that can be played on a hi-fi system can be
played through a THX approved system,
from LP to TV.

The THX setting is used to get the
best out of Dolby Stereo/Surround
encoded film and video material, but this
can be sourced from VHS hi-fi, Nicam TV,
Laserdisc, stereo satellite or the new CD
video discs; of course, the better the
source material the better the sound —
just as with hi-fi.

THX has recently extended its work
into software, where it assists film makers
transfer films to Laserdisc in the best
possible way, so that the picture and
sound quality is as good as possible and
reflects what the film maker

intended.
Two
THX disc
releases are
now
available —
The Abyss -
Special
Edition and
the, just
released,
Star Wars
Trilogy.
Future
titles are
going to
include
several 70mm
musicals like Oklahoma,
South Pacific and The Sound Of Music, as
well as the somewhat older Wizard Of Oz
and the considerably newer Hoffa and
Terminator 2: The Special Edition.

The irony about the Star Wars discs is
that these were remastered from the
original soundtrack material using better
equipment than George Lucas had when
the movie was being put together. On a
well set-up home THX system (with all
the same performance characteristics as a
THX dubbing theatre), you can hear more
of the Star Wars soundtrack at home than
Lucas could ever have heard while making
the movie in the seventies.

The Abyss is
worth
experiencing
on THX not
only for the
surround
sound effects
but also to
check out the
latest in
groovy sub-
aqua garb.
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TRERLE BALANCE

the new Arcam Alpha 5 system

Close your eyes and see the difference between Arcam’s all new
Alpha 5 system of hi-fi components and anything else in its price range.

Ignore the fact that the Alpha 5 amplifier is our best ‘budget
audiophile’ amplifier ever. (No mean achievement as its predecessor,
the Alpha 3, has outsold all competitors in the UK for more than 18
months.) Don’t be tempted by its attractive styling or a price tag which
looks too good to be true. Just listen, and discover for yourself a quality
of sound that can only be described as exceptional.

Next, try the Alpha 5 tuner. Again, don’t let its surprising

affordability seduce you. Instead, listen to broadcast sound that is
natural, clear and dynamic, without annoying sibilance or harshness.

Finally, feast your ears on the Alpha 5 CD player - quite simply, the
best value high performance CI player ever produced by a UK
manufacturer. And, September’s What Hi-Fi? agreed, calling it “the
player to beat” and giving it a class leading 5 star rating. They
concluded, “it’s one remarkably transparent player, seeming to be at
home with all genres of music, and equally enjoyable with all.”

Just listen. Close your eyes, open your mind, and see the light.

For more information, including the nearest place you can listen to Arcam, complete the coupon and post it to:
Arcam, Pembroke Avenue, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB. Or telephone: (0223) 440964 (24 hours)

In Australia: Silver Australia Pty Ltd., 4 Rushdale St., Scoresby 3179, Victoria Tel: (613)

7630177 In Canada: Avalon Audio Ltd, Unit 17, 975 Frazer Drive, Burl;

n, Ontario L7L 4X8 Tel: (416) 333 4633 In New Zealand: Avalon Audio, PO Box 3373, 119 Wellesley St., Auckland Tel: (649) 779351

In South Africa: Hi Fi [nstallations, 134A Fox St., Johannesburg, 2001 Tel: (2711) 3312011 In the USA: Audio Influx Corporation, PO Box 381, Highland Lakes, New Jersey 07 422-0381 Tel: (201) 764 8958

Please send me information about: (please tick box)

Arcam CD players [] Arcam tuners [ Nicam TV tuner []

Tite _ . _ _______ First Name _ _ _ _

Arcam amplifiers [

Please send me a brochure with details of all your products  []

Arcam speakers [ ] Arcam cassette deck [

AR TTIFC 10/93



THX HOME CINEMA

each speaker are perfectly matched, the
film sound is extraordinary. Overall bal-
ance is excellent, stereo imagery spot-on
and there are no evident anomalies when
sound moves in any direction. Dialogue
punches through complex mixes and the
surrounds fill the room with whatever
atmosphere the director wanted.

Onlow frequency effects, the bass end
does just what it should — it rattles the
windows. Anditallsounds as great when
everything’s hushed. On a good sound-
track, you hear exactly what the sound
mixer heard during production.

Hi-fi hang-ups

But the pre-occupying question is how
good is the system as a hi-fi set up? The
electronics make it easy going with virtu-
ally any music source and even though
the 100W per channel output is not over-
massive, there was rarely an occasion
when the Power-Guard would trip in,
making itself just detectable.

There are few speakers with the en-
ergy and dynamic capability of the HT-
Is. The sound isn’t the most transparent
I've ever experienced but the balance is
fairly even, althoughalittlelight on high
frequencies. However, the dispersion
characteristics of the HT-1 can confuse
these judgements, especially when used
in two, rather than three speaker mode.

Sub-bass is arevelation toanyone who
hasn’t experienced it. It gives energy,
power and majesty to virtually every re-
cording played through it. Take a good
recording of Mahler’s Second Symphony
as a great test. In the last moments, the
organ creates a nineteenth century
‘Sensurround’ effect. With the sub-bass
active, the organ gets no louder but the
room moves, giving Mahler’s
resurrection vision the amazing impact

The sub-bass HT-2 resting back on its smart
black ash finish to reveal two 12 inch bass
driver units.

he desired.

[s it value for
money as a hi-fi
system? Well, I
don’t think any-
one would nor-
mally consider
buying three times
as many speakers
and amps as they
need for just two channel
stereoreplay, soonthatbasisyoureally
have to do a bit of fancy footwork to pull
out a realistic pricing comparison.

In pure two-channel hi-fi terms, this is
a £6,000 system that performs like one
around £4,000 — though I certainly
wouldn’t say no-thank you to it for just
playing LP or CD. In cinema terms, itis a
£12,000 system working like Lucasfilm'’s
$600 an hour dubbing theatre at the
Skywalker Ranch. So after your first 20

THX REe-EQUALISATION

Every Dolby equipped cinema and dubbing
theatre is set up with a 3dB/octave roll-off
above 2kHz as this gives the most ‘natural’
sound in a large auditorium. When a film is
mixed in a treble-light dubbing theatre then
the soundtrack will have a certain amount of
treble boost. This treble boost is quite
noticeable as ‘over-brightness’ when a video-
tape or Laserdisc is played back on a system
with a completely flat frequency response —
like a home cinema or hi-fi system.

The THX re-equalisation is a filter curve
that makes the soundtrack sound the same at
home on a flat response system as in the
cinema with its mid/high frequency roll-off.

THX DE-CORRELATION

The surround sound should fill the room and
not appear to come from any one direction.
In a cinema there are a lot of surround
speakers placed high up which fill the room
with an enveloping sound.

To duplicate that effect in the home, the
THX de-correlation circuit splits the single
surround channel into two paths and then
alters the phase/time relationship between
these two paths. By the time the sound hits
the speakers it is sufficiently altered in
» terms of phase and time to provide
a spacious surround effect.

THX TIMBRE MATCHING
Place six identical speakers in a circle,
sit in the middle and then pan a signal
around and you will find that the sound
changes as the signal moves from the
front speakers to the back. This is
because the ear’s response alters markedly

Understanding how THX works

mf“ Nlosh

Multi-room
and remote switching
facilities galore lurking beneath
the cool, dark green exterior.

movies, I reckon you are quids in.

MPi Electronic UK Ltd,Wood Lane,
Manchester M31 4BP. @ 061-777 8522

from front to back — an essential part of
our hearing since it is one of the keys to
detecting where sound is coming from. But
in the ideal world a film sound effect that is
panned from behind you to the front should
not change its tonality as it moves. Timbre
matching is an additional equaliser section
placed on the surround channels to even
out these timbre differences.

FRONT SPEAKERS - ALL THE SAME

In a two channel stereo system the sound is
shared between the left and right speakers
in proportion to where the signal is
supposed to be coming from. The three
channel system used for films works in the
same way, only the signal is placed between
three speakers instead of two.

The idea of using an entirely different
speaker for the centre channel seems
ludicrous to the film industry in the same
way that using two totally miss-matched
speakers for a ‘stereo’ pair is an absolute
no-no to a hi-fi user.

DiPoLE SURROUNDS

Dipoles are ideal for the surrounds since
the last thing you want is to be aware of the
sound coming from the surround speakers.
Put two speakers back to back and wire
them out of phase and you have a simple
dipole. Because the speakers are out of
phase the sound gets cancelled out in the
area between the two. With the dipole
mounted on a side wall with the speakers
facing towards the front and back wall, the
room gets all the energy and only very little
sound gets projected toward the listener.

Hi-Fi Choice December 1993 87



sound by definition electr nics by design

; . Bowers
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With [~ercepiicn, A * 3 %
i | & Wilkins Jjfi:
HI-FI * SYSTEM
the dinosaurs may not . AL,
[ ]
have become extinct... | / Birthplace of B&W Loudspeakers
o3 AURA
IF ONLY | HAD THE B&W N y___ | B&w [N
AURAL FREQUENCY RANGE (MATRIX) HO"E CINE"A
To FuLLY APPRECIATE CASTLE o
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JVC
MISSION (o)
NAKAMICHI N
PHILIPS
QUAD
SONY D
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M virune RcousTIC ReALIT
& MANY MORE
NOW ON DEM
For further information and demonstrations contact: AURA — Full range (including chrome finish)
UK B&W — Full range 600 and 2000 series
Ortofon (U.K.) Ltd. Chiltern Hil Tel 0753 889949 (MATRIX) - 805, 804, 803, and Fosgate Teac
Chelfont St Peter, Bucks, SL? QUG Fax 0753 889636 DENON — Hi-Fi. Home Cinema, and Systems
— NAKAMICHI — A1, IA3, DR1, DR3, MB3 etc
Kronos Distribution, 35 Farlough Rd, Newmills Tel +44 (0)8687 48632 QUAD — Full (domestic) range Inc',ElS )
Dungannon, Northern Ireland BT71 4DU Fax (0)8687 48281 + much much more. Phone for full details and benefit
from our experience (est. 1945)
Manufacturer
Kinshaw Electronics Ltd, 84 Pend: Street
kg ek i R Fax 444 (01209 71159 L'"LEHAaﬂ;B‘g“;g'ﬂOﬂH'NG' SX.

(FREE local parking — 1 minute A27 & A24) Y,

“ We stock only
one hi-fi that

will suit you.

COLIN WELFORD

At Son et Lumiére, we hold what And with our purpose built

we believe is the best audio listening rooms, we make a point
solution at every price level from of inspiring you with a musical
£800 to over £25,000. solution that will give unbridled

listening pleasure.
So, you won't find us trying to
confuse you with numerous hi-fi Whatever your aspirations.
solutions. As far as we're
concerned, we've only got one
answer to your requirements.

SON ET LUMIERE, 67 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON W1P 9PA. TEL 071 580 9059.




THE MIDLANDS FIRST CHOICE FOR STUDENTS

FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE

BECAUSE

ON OUR FIRST FLOOR WE HAVE
THE LATEST DOLBY PRO-LOGIC
AND HOME CINEMA PRODUCTS
INCLUDING LASER DISC BY
YAMAHA - DENON - CELESTION

THE FIRST CHOICE FOR THE BEST NAMES
IN HI -FI SET AMIDST THE ELOQUENCE
OF OUR 14TH CENTURY SHOWROOMS

THREE FLOORS - THREE DEMONSTRATION ROOMS
3000 SQ FEET IN THE PURSUIT OF HI-FI EXCELLENCE

CAREFULLY SELECTED
PRODUCTS
CAREFULLY SELECTED
AGENCIES

AUDIOLAB - AUDIO ALCHEMY - AURA - AUDIO
TECHNICA - ARCAM CAMBRIDGE - AUDIO QUEST
ALPHASON - APOLLO - BEARD - BOSE - BANG &
OLUFSEN - CANON - CELESTION - CREEK - CYRUS
DENON - DUAL - FOUNDATION - GOLDRING
HEYBROOK -KEF MARANTZ - MERIDIAN - MONITOR
AUDIO - MISSION - MORDAUNT SHORT - MUSICAL

FIDELITY - NAKAMICHI - NAD - PHILIPS - PIONEER
QUAD - REGA - ROGERS - ROTEL - SENNHEISER
SYSTEMDEK - TARGET - TRIPOD - TANNOY
THORENS - YAMAHA - HOME THEATRE. ETC

CANON - XEN AUDIO - PIONEER

| W S ! 7 o ]
MUCH MORE THAN HI FI

FRANK HARVEY

HI-FI EXCELLENCE

163 MEDIEVAL SPON STREET
COVENTRY TEL. 0203 525200

ALL MAJOR CREDIT AND BANK CHARGE CARDS ACCEPTED

INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON
SELECTED PRODUCTS
{ WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST }
APR 0%

FREE INSTALLATION AND
DELIVERY SERVICE
OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY
9.30 TILL 5.30
CLOSED ALL DAY THURSDAY

FREE CARRIAGE
UK MAIL ORDER
EXPORT SERVICE AVAILABLE
PART EXCHANGE SERVICE
2 YEAR FULL GUARANTEES
FULLY EQUIPTED
SERVICE FACILITIES
5 YEAR EXTENDED
GUARANTEES AVAILABLE

©® We don't offer
comparisons.
Only absolutes.

COLIN WELFORD

At Son et Lumiére, you won't
find us trying to confuse you
with numerous hi-fi solutions. As
far as we're concerned, we've
only got one answer to your
requirements.

With our purpose built listening
rooms, we make a point of
inspiring you with a musical
solution that will give unbridled
listening pleasure.

Whatever your aspirations.
We hold what we believe is the
best audio solution at every price
level from £800 to over £25,000.

SON ET LUMIERE, 67 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON W1P 9PA. TEL 071 580 9059.




AV AMPLIFIERS

On test:

AV amplifiers

hat possible interest
could you have in an
all-singing, all-

The cast list

Denon AVC-3530 £999.99
dancing audio visual | Harman Kardon AVR-30 £999.99
amplifier? Good question. On Kenwood KA-V8500 £699.95
the other hand, if you enjoy Marantz PM-700AV £449.95
good films as much as good Philips FR940 £449.99
music you’d be daft not to Pioneer VSA-D802S £599.95
merge the two. Sherwood RV-6010R  £349.95
AV amplifiers are nothing Techmes 35 EhAT Sl
.. . . Yamaha DSP-A2070 £1,099.95
new but this is the first time
such devices have been taken .
to task in the strict Choice Ratmgs |
tradition. It’s the first time Excellent HEEENE
Dolby Pro-Logic Surround Verygood HEE B
Sound has been objectively Good EEEOC
tested Awith precise level Average EEOOO
matching of all front, centre Poor BOOOO
and surround channels. ‘

These ratings are a simple

In practice, an AV amplifier guide to the sound quality and

provides all the standard CD,
tuner, tape, auxiliary and
phono inputs offered by a
standard amp. In addition,
many also incorporate a tuner.
More importantly, a
modern AV amplifier includes
a Dolby Pro-Logic decoding
chip along with extra circuitry

value for money of each AV
amplifier.

to effect the rear delay. There’s
at least four channel’s worth
of amplification to feed the
five loudspeaker outputs
(front left and right, centre
and rear mono left and right).

Dolby Surround Sound: a brief encounter

Dolby Surround is all about recreating a cinematic wrap around sound
at home. And with over 4,000 Dolby-encoded titles available on video
alone, this fantasy can become a reality on a surprisingly modest budget.

The concept is very simple. During filming, four audio channels are
encoded onto a two-channel stereo soundtrack, channels that are then
decoded in an AV amplifier by comparing the relative phase of both (left
and right) channels. Sound that appears mainly on the R is steered
towards the front R speaker (the same for front L) while any sound in-
phase on both L and R channels is steered towards the centre speaker.
This technique is used to localise dialogue on the screen.

Meanwhile, the surround or special ambient effects that are
recorded in anti-phase (L-R) are steered towards the two rear mono
speakers. Unfortunately, there’s always some spillover of front
information to this rear channel. Consequently, the rear is delayed by
20msec to ensure front-orientated sounds always arrive at the listening
position first. This process flies under the banner of Dolby Pro-Logic.

90 11i-Fi Choice December 1993

| clud-

ing those in our £500-£900
category, will use an element
of DSP to steer the Dolby Pro-
Logic or permit a variable rear
channel delay. This also opens
up further Surround modes
which use different delay and
steering levels to generate
different sound fields.

The most sophisticated
(over £900) amplifiers permit
manual adjustment of effect
level, the initial delay plus the
reverberation time
and delay to

simulate

almost

any
Most also include a line-level acoustic
subwoofer output. | venue.

The AV amps in our
budget (under £500) category
offer other surround modes
such as
simulated
stereo, Hall
surround
(left and
right is fed
to the rear)
and Matrix
surround
(left and
right is fed
to the
rear).
Others,
in-



How the AV amplifier listening
(and watching) was done

i o

Look at the quality of that dial. Paul Miller gets down to the
nitty gritty with the business end of an AV amplifier.

Rather than use a mish-mash of front and effects speakers we opted
for a single brand of similar high sensitivity speakers, each voiced in the
same fashion and capable of producing a very
detailed and transparent soundfield.

Furthermore, the use of a back-
projection TV (Philips 0985,

46inwidescreen) permitted us the luxury of
traditional, non-
magnetically
screened centre *

and front channel

loudspeakers.

The final choice?
Audio Note AN-Es
for front Land R, a
single Audio Note
AN-K for centre and a
pair of Audio Note
AN-Js for the mono
surround channel.
Incidentally, we
decided against an
additional active
subwoofer as this
tended to mask any
inadequacy in the bass
performance of the AV
amplifier itself. Remember,

the goal was to reveal the
inherent quality of each
contender, not mask their
strengths and weaknesses.

Before the popcorn was
handed round, we auditioned
each amp in its conventional two-
channel stereo mode using
selections from our favourite
jazz (Marty Paich), classical

(Prokofiev) and pop (Julia

Fordham) CDs.

Switching into four channel
Dolby Pro-Logic mode, each
amp was subsequently assessed

——— with film clips from Indiana
Jones and The Last Crusade,
Terminator 2, The Abyss, Twin
Peaks plus an excerpt from a
US baseball match recorded in
a large stadium.

Mo Duiay Tire Tost Tors

Measuring Dolby Pro-Logic
performance: a reader’s guide

Every Pro-Logic
amplifier has

four distinct il
AMPLITUDE

channels and
this test is the
very first to
probe each in
isolation.
Compare the
relative power
output of each
channel but
remember that
Dolby specifies
a limited Example 3D plot: typical output of the same
100Hz-7kHz signals from the surround channel into a four

bandwidth for ohm load.
the surround
channel, which
inevitably restricts any significant output at 20kHz. Experience suggests
that both front and centre channels should offer a similar output, for
example, while the frequency response chart (IW into 8ohms)
compares their bandwidth.
Theoretically, the effectiveness of the Dolby
steering logic is directly linked to the
impressiveness of the surround
sound and this is reflected in the
spillover or separation figures
given for the front-to-centre,
centre-to-surround, and the
rest. Spillover from front-
to-surround is a lot more

7
OUTPUT FRFAUIFNCY  (kHz)

surround-to-front.

Just as important are
the differences in distortion
that exist between the

distracting than from g

channels where, because of the

extra processing involved, the

surround channel almost always

comes off worse. The example 3D

plot highlights the influence of the

7kHz filter in the surround channel, It's not all blind listening;
cutting back all three original signals [[ERACRUURTLESIE CHIJE:-CIEY
(compare with reference, below, watch some telly.

and plots taken via centre channel).

We can also see conventional harmonic distortions (1) alongside
strong digital sampling images (the V-patterns, 2) which are introduced if
the audio signal is digitised at any point in the chain (usually in the delay

chip). These

sampling

v REFERECE LTSN DISTORTON PLOT images also
AMPLITUDE I f appear in
rmj 2’]}@; = comparable
\ illl =——— plots of CD
K&\éﬂ players,
.iﬂ' = though here
= their influence
stretches
directly into
the audio band
o % & n & @ (3). Massive

OUTPUT FREQUENCY (kHz) diffef‘ences in

performance

Reference plot: combination of signals handled

by all front, centre and suround channels. are obvious
from plot to

plot and amp
to amp.
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tracki

Ortofon is famed the world over for the tracking capability of its cartridge
Cartridges which will breathe new life into a cherished LP collection, div
detail as never before.

The cartridge is always the key factor in the reproducticn of music from
records and qu'o fon has dedicated nearly 50 years to the manufacture of the
finest pick-ups possible. Enjoying constant critical acclaim along the way.
Soifyou won' to bring more out of your records than ever imagined, an

Ortofon cr?ndge will have you hot on the scent.

?gmg

500 Series MC Series Q Series 1000 Series
Moving magnet Moving coil cam.dges Moving corl lccr" idges Moving coil cartridges
cartridges from £30-£100 from £60-£11 from [ from £600-£1500

orfofon

Ortofon (UK) Limited, Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St Peter, Bucks SL9 UG.
Tel: 0753 889949.

Why do we win these
awards?

( PUBLIC SONY DERLER 4RI SONY  DEALER thARIN
F B A ACCLAIM || HIFFL 1989 <t HIFFI 1990 |
DEALER OF -] NEWS WINNER | | NEMS NATIONAL DEALER | °
mesew 1989 || N oreater Losooy || T o THE VEAK
[comy VAR Wik | [ Sony  DEMER AWARDS |- ‘¢ One of the 5
HI*Fl 1986 HIFT 1990 [ -| best Hi-Fi shops
NEWS  WINNER NEWS  WINNER || in the world. * ’
ST GREATER LONDON || """ GREATER LONDON | | vion resity map. way 1ss0

Come and se€ why!
Satisfied customers are so impressed by the friendly service, professional
advice and ultimate quality of our hi-fi that they recommend their friends

and nominate Grahams for awards. Four air-conditioned dem rooms, probably
the finest hi-fi facilities in Europe (most people are amazed when they visit us for
the first time), lots of FREE parking, helpful, trained staff, 60 years trading, Canonbury Yard 190a New North Road

systems from £500 upwards. Ring for a chat, an appointment and a map! London N1 7BS o 071-226 5500
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either particularly new nor especially

innovative, the strength of the Marantz

PM-700AV lies in its straightforward and

user-friendly operation. Manual input bal-

ance and level controls ensure the (Sanyo) Dolby

chip is never overloaded, yielding more head-

room than amplifiers that make such adjustments
automatically.

Otherwise the Hall, Matrix and Pro-Logic
surround modes are selected directly on the
uncluttered black facia, a simple choice joined by
equally straightforward normal, phantom and
wide (full bandwidth) centre channel options.

Then there's the intelligent infra-red remote
with fine volume controls that operate over the
full dynamic range of each channel. The rear
channel outputs are connected in series to make
life easier for the mono surround amp, though
this means that two rear channel speakers must
be connected at all times to avoid silence.

"RUSSELL
L

Sound quality
The PM-700AV proved to be a mixed performer.
The soundfield is extremely detailed in front of
the listener yet lacks a sense of depth or ambient
surround. So, despite the attraction of fine detail
and crisp balance, there was still a lack of genuine
low-end grunt to drive home the impact of the
movie clips. Even the dynamics of our music CDs
would not disguise the wooden feel of its bass.

Backwiththe films, the dialogue, movement of
vehicles and firing of the 6lb gun (Last Crusade)
were all pitched with pin-point accuracy across
front left, centre and right. However, the shell was
interrupted in mid-flight as its image or path was
confused by the weaker surround channel.

The baseball clip again sounded crisp and the
commentator extremely clear, yetthe  hubbub

UNDER £500 AV AMPLIFIERS

«»«*\
OEN

of the crowd was less convincing. The sense of
drama and ambience was also reduced in our
submarine scene (Abyss), the incidental effects
sounding clear enough but failing to promote that
feeling of ‘being there’.

Marantz PM-/00AV

VERDICT

\/‘j\ Good low-level detailing enhanced by a squeaky-
" clean balance.
/v A certain lack of suspense; rear-channel activity
“—~ lacked depth and sense of ‘being there'.
7 a N
(p) £449.95
SOUND VALUE FOR
QUALITY MONEY
EEEROC EEE0]
Conclusion

All too often, the PM-700AV builds up false
expectations, the detail of the front channels
dominating the whole performance. Turning up
the rear channel doesn't enhance the sense of
height or focus of rear effects — they become
louder but no less bleary. This amp is something
ofatease, frustrating the audience with unfulfilled
promises of a genuine wrap-around sound.

Marantz Hi-Fi UK Ltd, Kingsbridge House, 575-583
Bath Rd, Longford, Middlesex UB7 OEH.
& (0753) 680868

Lahoraiory Repor

TEST RESULTS

Channel Front Centre Surround
Maximum Continuous Power Output into:
8ohms, 1kHz 68.6W 51.8W 51.3W
20kHz 65.1W 50.3W No Output
4ohms, 1kHz 88 AW 73.5W 73.2W
20kHz 5.7W 72.4W  No Output
Response (8ohm/0dBW, +/ 3dB)

4Hz-32kHz  29Hz-58kHz  85Hz-6.7k
Dynamic Headrm (IHF, Front)+7 10dB
Peak Current (5msec, 1% THD) 8.5A 8.3A 7.5A

Output Impedance
Damping Factor

Effectiveness of Dolby Steering Logic (500mV in, 0dBW ou\)
Spillover from Front to N/A 0.8dB 5.8dB

0.810hm
9.93

Spillover from Centre to -25.8dB N/A 46 3dB
Spillover from Surround to  -35.7dB -45.1dB N/A
*Output Matching Error 0dB +0.6dB +0.9dB
Total Harmonic Dist. (0dBW) -71.9dB -73.5dB -48.7dB
CCIR Intermod. Dist. (0dBW) -76.8dB -85.5dB No Output
Noise (A wtd, 0dBW) -71.2dB -75.4dB -72.4dB
Residual Noise (unwtd) -80.2dBV -76.4dBV ~ -73.3dBV
Input Sensitivity (for 0dBW) 70.2mV

(for full output) 566mV

Input Overload 4.65V 258V 4.45V
Maximum DC Offset +7mV +11mV +9mV
Input Loading 47kohm (CD) / 47kohm (VCR)
Serial Number MZ029302360169

*Centre/rear levels set to 0dB

The design of the Marantz PM-700AV relies largely on
integrated circuits and integrated power amplifier
stages, though the broad equivalence of its 69W (front)
and 52W (centre and surround) outputs is fairly
promising. Unfortunately, their low frequency responses
are quite limited.

This is particularly true of the surround channel, the
top-end extension of which is limited not only by the
customary 7kHz filter but also by the 24.9kHz sample
rate of the rear-channel processor. This is achieved using
a 14-bit YM3428 digital delay from Yamaha, boosting
total harmonic distortion to 0.37 per cent and
compromising the real-life dynamic range of the
amplifier (see 3D plot).

MARANTL PH-TOOAY FRONT [solid), CENTRE (dot), SUROUND (dash) FREQ. RESP.

AMPLITUDE (1dB/Div)

AR e Gt
w0 H
FREQUENCY  (Hz2)
A very even response if somewhat
restricted at bass frequencies.

MARANTZ PU-TOOAV fcentre] ULTRASONIC DISTORTION

ARHE,

« %
OUTPUT FREGUENCY (kHz)
Simple 2nd and 3rd order distortions plus
some unusual IM patterns are visible.
WIRANTE PHTOOAY (rrond] WLTRASINIC DISTRTION 884

108y

)
Y (kHz)

Low 25kHz sample rate means digital
images (dark line) move into audio-band.
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Don't trip uponyour
speaker cable! =

When you invest in good quality hi-fi equipment, why
skimp on the cable?

Especially now that Ortofon can offer 3 types of top-
quality cable for under £10.

Each cable is made up of very fine core copper strands
rated at 6-Nines (that's a copper purity of 99.5)&?9% —it
doesn’t come much better), is flat and ¥|exible for easy
installation and features a "tack-rack’ for panel-pin fixing.

Cable Type Description

SPK 100 Twin-core white cable, each core with 130 copper strands (total
260 strands).

SPK 200 Triple-core grey cable for bi-wiring with twin-core treble (260
strands) onf&core bass (390 strands).

SPK 300 7-core blue cable having 13 strands per core (each strand
laminated). Requires soldering.

You'd better hound us for the name of your nearest stockist.

orfofon

Ortofon (UK) Limited, Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St Peter,
Bucks SL9 QUG. Tel: 0753 889949.

SON
i LINN res
DENON

R U A R K

lexicon
QUAD
CELESTION

:ﬁﬁﬁéi
_ﬂw\-‘ e t-l- r 1 e S
GED C PORTSMOUTH | BRIGHTON

29 London Road 69 London Road,

H E Y B Q D O K l (0705) 663604 (0273) 609431

EASTBOURNE
Albert Parade, Green
Street (0323) 731336

Walkin' the dog o o "Don't agonise

Just when you thought it was safe to go back over this upgrade
into the demo room . . . —it simply builds

The PIONEER A400 GTE upon the existing

From the same designer that brought you the Iso, Argo and Alecto, a strengths of the
cost effective conversion that will transform the performance of your A400 to realise
A400. You will gain faster transient response, greater resolution, .

improved imaging, increased tonal accuracy, and far greater bass the amp's fullest
authority. The sound becomes far smoother at high frequencies

: "

without resorting to band width limiting. POtentlal to date
T. EVANS AUDIO DESIGN See the review in this, and other national magazines, against the standard model. WHE? APRIL 1993
Tel: 0443 816 856 PIONEER A400

THE COST OF £141.00 INCLUDES RETURN CARRIAGE

9am to Spm Mon - Fri AND INSURANCE




UNDER £500 AV AMPLIFIERS

llips FR-940

ith its latest 900 Series already brim-
ming with DCC and CD players, digital
loudspeakers and a digital tuner, you'd
expect the complementary AV receiver
to be similarly digital. In practice, only the FM/AM
tuner section with its 30-presets, direct frequency
access and station title memory has a digital heart.

By contrast, the NJM2175 Dolby Pro-Logic
processor is connected to what looks like an
analogue bucket-brigade delay line. As a result,
you've only four possible rear-channel delay set
tings (15, 20, 25 and 30msecs) in DPL mode and
eight (5-40msecs) in any of its alternative Hall,
Stadium or Theatre surround modes.

Even the input balance must be adjusted
manually, altering the relative L/R level to achieve
the clearest centre channel and surround out-
puts. Still, the bold fluorescent display makes for
clear instructions, just as Philips’ multi-function
cursor cuts down on clutter. Just watch out for the
programmable bass contour (80Hz, |50Hz and
250Hz) and use a pair of rear channel speakers as
the surround outputs are wired in series.

Sound quality
The squeezed and strained sound of our music
selection highlighted the inadequacy of this ampli-
fier, its bleary performance carrying through into
every AV mode. Even our atmospheric jazz CD
lacked left to right separation and failed to build
a convincing picture between the speakers.
With DPL engaged, its very lean bass stripped
any sense of weight or momentum from our
adventure movies. This was joined by a pinched
and sibilant dialogue struggling to emerge from
the centre channel. Moreover, the loudest movie
clips sounded hard, compressed and very fatigu-
ing, tempting us to turn down the volume.

Sadly, our baseball commentator sounded as
if he were broadcasting from a transistor radio
while the ambience of the stadium took on an
unpleasantly spitty quality. Terminator 2 was dy-
namically restrained, the music, effects and dia-

TEST RESULTS

Channel Front Centre Surround
Maximum Continuous Power Output into:
8ohms, 1kHz 179.1W 23.6W 23.9W
20kHz 149.6W 20.6W No Output
4ohms, 1kHz 203.9W** 17.9W 21.9W
20kHz 191.3W** 17.5W  No Output
Response (8ohm/0dBW, +/-3dB):

8Hz-32kHz 13Hz-26kHz 19Hz-6kHz
Dynamic Headrm (IHF, Front)+1.24dB
Peak Current (5msec, 1% THD) 12.6A 2.8A 3.1A
Output Impedance 0.1160hm

Damping Factor

Effectiveness of Dolby Steering Logic (500mV in, 0dBW out):
Spillover from Front to N/A -51.5dB -48.5dB

Spillover from Centre to -55.6dB N/A 59.3dB
Spillover from Surround to  -40.5dB -42.7dB N/A
*Qutput Matching Error 0dB 1.7dB -0.4dB
Total Harmonic Dist. (0dBW) -68.5dB -63.6dB -43.7dB
CCIR Intermod. Dist. (0dBW) -71.6dB -64.7dB  No Output
Noise (A wtd, 0dBW) -80.3dB -85.6dB -80.7dB
Residual Noise (unwtd) -69.6dBV -73.0dBV  -70.6dBV
Input Sensitivity (for 0dBW) 17.3mV

(for full output) 232mV

Input Overload 1.85V 1.85V 1.25V
Maximum DC Offset +1mV +22mV -19mV

InputLoading

Serial Number

** Relay protection
*Centre/rear levels set to 0dB

25kohm (CD) / 25kohm (LDP)
009251-000717

A sad story. To begin with, the 24W centre channel will
be plunged into clipping before the 180W front outputs
even begin ticking-over, its distortion climbing rapidly
from the 0.06 per cent recorded at IW into 8ohm. The
problem proved so acute that the (multi-tone) centre
3D plot could not be run in excess of a few watts output.

Otherwise, the excellent 80dB signal to noise ratio
disguises the very poor dynamic range suffered by the
surround channel under real conditions (see 3D plot).
This, and the high 0.6 per cent total harmonic distor-
tion, are probably linked to the primitive delay circuit.
The low 1.85/1.25V input overload limits that were
recorded are also a tad worrying.

VERDICT

An ‘A’ for effort, if not execution; clear, easy to

follow display.
Q Lack of bass; loss of separation and stunted
N~ effects; sounds thin, scratchy and uninteresting.
)
(p) £449.99
SOUND VALUE FOR
QUALITY MONEY
W TR ERO0O0

logue coasting along in monotonous fashion.

Conclusion

In every test one product will disappoint and, in
this instance, Philips’ FR940 is the unfortunate
candidate. Perhaps Philips’ engineers were work-
ing to a compromised design brief. Either way
there remain substantial technical and subjective
quirks to address if the FR940 is ever to provide
a creditable home cinema experience.

Philips Consumer Electronics Ltd, 420-430 London
Road, Croydon, Surrey CR? 3QR. @ 081-689 2166

LIPS PO FRNT foli), CENTRE ot SRRO0ND (s FRED ESP.

AMPLITUDE (1dB/Div)

100

I o
FREGUENCY (Hz)

Good bass extension on all channels,
including the surround.

Abgann,

cosamy —
AMPLITUDE

PHILIPS FRSAD (centre) ULTRASINIC DISTORTION

5 % 6 % w

OUTPUT FREGUENCY (kHz)

Distortion soars if the centre channel is
connected to 4ohm speakers.

PHILIPS FROAD (surpound) WLTRASONIC DISTORTION A

prevents the surround from overldading.
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THE COMPONENTS OF EXCELLENCE HOME THEATRE

To make Home
Theatre real takes
something unique.

It takes 40 years of American
design and engineering experience building inter-
nationally acclaimed audio components.

It takes Mclintosh. Start with the new C39 Audio/
Video Control Centre. The C39 is a full-fledged
audiophile component; but, it's a lot more. Besides
its impeccable sound and build quality, its expand-
able multi-zone remote control and built-in Dolby® Pro-
Logic circuitry, the C39 accepts a dealer-installed
Mcintosh Laboratory Inc., 2 Chambers St., Binghamton, NY, USA 13903-2699 (607) 723-3512

THX is a registered trademark of LUCASFILM LTD.
DOLBY and the Double-D Symbol are trademarks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation.

/

1993 Lucasfilm Ltd. All rights reserved
COURTESY OF LUCASFILM LTD.

module for Home
THX® processing
| that lets you upgrade to
the ultimate in Home Theatre sound.

The C39 Audio/Video Control Centre with its optional
THX® module; the matching MC7106 900-Watt, six
channel THX® amplifier and a set of McIntosh THX®
loudspeakers combine to create the world’s first
single-brand, THX-licensed, Home Theatre System.

If you thought you had heard Home Theatre, you

owe it to yourself to mt lntnzli@

hear Mclintosh. Really.
Components of Excellence




UNDER £500 AV AMPLIFIERS

Sherwood RV-6010R
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here pennies are desperatelytight, Sher-

wood and its agents Hi-Fi Direct will

always makes a concerted attempt to

come up with the goods. Hence the
RV-6010R, the cheapest AV centre in our survey
by some £100. There's even an onboard FM/AM
tuner to sweeten the package.

In practice, its AV facilities are actually rather
limited. Sure enough, the PMI SSM-2126 Pro-
Logic decoder is a quality part, but the alternative
Dolby three-Channel, Stadium and Theatre sur-
round options arent complex. Even the limited
rear-channel delay (15-30msec in DPL and 5-
40msecin surround) appears to be digitally-timed
ratherthan trulydigitised (sampled and quantised).

A limited number of phono video rather than
S-type inputs are available, ensuring the basic
appeal of the RV-6010R lies with its ease-of-use
rather than flexibility. On-board and remote con-
trol of centre and rear channelsisabonus, asisthe
motorised main volume and automated /R level
balance adjustment for accurate Dolby decoding.-

Sound quality

Right from the outset the character of this ampli-
fier was betrayed by its standard CD input sound-
ing lightweight, and lacking the warmth of an amp
like the Technics. What's more, with very little
sense of ambience in standard stereo mode, the
insubstantial and phasey quality of its Stadium and
Theatre options offer little respite.

In DPL mode, the bass line from our Twin
Peaks excerpt was similarly weak — Donna's
expressive intake of breath was replaced by a faint
sigh. But then central vocals generally lacked any
sense of urgency orfine expression. Sean Connery
sounded more sibilant than usual (Last Crusade)
and, though well-steered, the overflying six pound

shell only had a quarter-pounder pay load.
Meanwhile, the electric ambience of the base-
ball stadium was softened, the crack of hardball
sounding like a snapping twig. Even our ‘Badto the
Bone' excerpt (T2) lacked any sense of weight or

TEST RESULTS

Channel Front Centre Surround
Maximum Continuous Power Output into:
8ohms, 1kHz 99.2W 0.5W 25.3W
20kHz 94.4W 28.6W No Output
4ohms, 1kHz 152.2W 35.1W 29.4W
20kHz 146.8W 32.7W No Output
Response (8ohm/0dBW, +/-3dB):

6Hz-88kHz  6Hz-29kHz 53Hz-7kHz
Dynamic Headrm (IHF, Front)+0.81dB
Peak Current (5Smsec, 1% THD) 18.9A 5.5A 5.0A

Output Impedance 0.0990hm

Damping Factor

Effectiveness of Dolby Steering Logic (500mV in, 0dBW out):
Spillover from Front to N/A -59.3dB -41.5dB

Spillover from Centre to -66.3dB N/A -40.2dB
Spillover from Surround to  -31.5dB -37.8dB N/A
*Output Matching Error 0dB +0.9dB +0.1dB
Total Harmonic Dist. (0dBW) -70.5d8 -68.8dB -47.1dB
CCIR Intermod. Dist. (0dBW) -69.5dB -69.6dB No Output
Noise (A wtd, 0dBW) -75.3dB -73.9dB -75.8dB
Residual Noise (unwtd) -63.1dBV -61.3dBV ~ -63.4dBV
Input Sensitivity (for 0dBW) 22.7mV

(for full output) 228mV

Input Overload 3.05V 3.25V 2.95V
Maximum DC Offset +55mV +13mV +2mV
InputLoading 25kohm (CD) / 25kohm (VDP)
Serial Number 2039A0200591

*Centre/rear levels set to 0dB

If the Philips FR940 taught us anything, then a mismatch
in power between front and centre channels is, broadly
speaking, not good news. Unfortunately, Sherwood has
slipped into a similar trap, even though the +5dB
disparity in watts between front and centre is at least
partially offset by the more generous 5.5A reservoir of
(centre channel) current.

Once again, distortion climbs from 0.03 per cent
(front) to some 0.45 per cent on the surround but at
least the input overload margins are pretty generous on
this occasion. But the spillover from front and centre to
surround is another matter. As is obvious from the plot
(bottom right), the Sherwood is the poorest in our
survey at -40 to -42dB.

VERDICT

Q Good steering of simple effects; includes 30-
~—" preset AM/FM stereo tuner; cheap.
//;5 Lacks bass weight and impact; effects can sound
N/ thin and weedy as a result.
») £349.95
N 2
SOUND VALUE FOR
QUALITY MONEY
BERO0OO EEERCO

drama. Arnie's motorbike was as menacing as a
moped, seriously undermining the film's mood.

Conclusion

This is one of those unfortunate occasions where
Sherwood's cost-cutting has reduced the sound
quality as effectively as the price tag. Conse-
quently, its mediocre AV performance suggests
the RV-60 1 0OR, however generous in appearance,
is actually something of a false economy.

Hi-Fi Direct Ltd, 202 Long Lane, London SE | 4QB.
@ 071-827 9827

AMPLITUDE (1dB/Div)

) I

0 * t £
FREQUENCY (Hz)

A severe +2dB peak prior to the 7TkHz
low-pass filter on surround channel.
SHERWOID AV-GO10R (centre] ULTRASINIC DISTORTION  ABeR.0,

!

ou UENCY  (kHz,

Limited power but 2nd and 3rd order
distortions will not prove troublesome.
)

SHERKOOD AY-60108 [surround] L TRASINIC DISTORTION

ey
AMPLITUDE
rsa8y

auThur FrEGUENCY (Kh2)
Very distasteful high-order distortions
are permitted to leak out.
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MAKE SURE YOUR SYSTEM
IS EVERYTHING IT COULD BE
WITH A FREE TRIAL AUDIOQUEST
HOME DEMONSTRATION CABLE KIT.

Face it...you probably already suspect that your cables aren’t doing
justice to your hi-fi system.

But, the problem is, how do you choose the right cables to bring out the
best in your system? Especially when you have to go to a dealer and
audition them on a difterent system and i a room with ditterent
acoustics from your own.

Now, there’s an easier way. Those nice people at AudioQuest have
come up with a solution that allows you to try out a whole host of their

interconnect and speaker cables, in the comfort of your own home.

What Hi-Fi1? magazine's Trisha Mitchell-Vargas took up the challenge to
see how much she could improve her system - without changing any of’
the components. She concluded: “It’s like histening to ditterent
equipment. The improvement is enormous: the sound is more cohesive,
more worthwhile.” (What Hi-Fiz, October 1993.)

To make sure you're getting the best from your system, all you have to
do is pop nto your local participating dealer and borrow an AudioQuest
Home Demonstration Kit tor a few days. (As you'd expect, the dealer
may need you to provide some form ot security.) The Kit contains tull
mstructions tor a home audition. Then, sit back and listen to your
tavourite music using different combinations of the AudioQuest cables,
to see which gets the most noticeable improvement in sound quality
trom your system. We believe you'll be so impressed that you'll rush
straight back to your dealer and buy them!

Of course, you may find that your existing cables are pertectly adequate.
In which case, simply return the Demonstration Kit to your dealer -
there’s no further obligation. At least then you’ll be sure that the sound
you're getting trom your system is everything it could be.

To find out how, and where, to reserve your AudioQuest Home
Demonstration Kit, telephone Arcam or write to Alasdair Patrick at the

address below.

audioquest

BRINGS YOUR SYSTEM TO LIFE

S (0223) 440 964

Arcam, Pembroke Avenue, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB35 9PB
Tel: (0223) 440 964. Fax: (0223) 863 384.

AQ HFC 10/93

Arcam is the sole UK distributor tor AudioQuest



UNDER £500 AV AMPLIFIERS

Technics SA-GX550
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ow here's an interesting twist. Read Tech-

nics' own literature and, | assume, any

subjective review and you'll be told the SA-

GX550 AV receiver is equipped with a
combination of 60W (front), 60W (centre) and
20WV (rear) amplifiers. The official Service Manual
even follows suit. But in reality it's equipped with
four identical 76W amplifiers (into 4ohms).

This makes the SA-GX550 a more powerful
version of the cheaper SA-GX350, complete with
aloudness facility and variable rear-channel delay.
As far as surround sound goes your only options
are the basic Dolby three-channel and pukka Pro-
Logic, all courtesy of Sanyo's LA2780 processor
and the bucket-brigade delay we saw in Philips’
FR940. Here, the centre and rear level volume
adjustment is graduated in smooth |dB steps,
though other facilities, including genuine video
inputs, are only represented in token quantity.
Also, its rear speaker outlets are connected in

series, so a single surround speaker would need
to be wired into the L+/R- terminals otherwise
you won't get a peep from the amplifier.

Sound quality
So many AV amplifiers are dashed on the rocks of
a thin and insubstantial film soundtrack that the
warm, full, lively but very secure sound ofthe SA-
GX550 comes as a most pleasant surprise. Music
has more ambience, strings and horns sound
dynamic while bass instruments resonate strongly.
For our audience, differences in balance be-
tween individual film clips were now packed with
contrast. Subtle low-level detail became more
obvious, including the squeak of glass doors that
marked the intro to our Twin Peaks selection.
Equally, there was now a feeling of participation in
the baseball clip, the commentator’s voice ample

and welcoming rather than thin or sibilant.

The creak of leather and the flick of the
sunglasses were similarly highlighted on T2. Even
the squeak made by a pen drawn across the
navigation chart (Abyss) was revealed to marvel-

VERDICT

Balanced and revealing of low-level effects; 30-
preset AM/FM tuner; exceptional value for money.

/v\ Slightly cool or artificial sounding; lacks
.~ alternative surround options.
(p) £449.95
SOUND VALUE FOR
QUALITY MONEY
EEREEC] EEEENR

lous effect. Oodles of detail then, and great fun.

Conclusion

The very great success of the SA-GX550 asan AV
receiver is only reinforced by its surprisingly low
price-tag, ensuring that Technics gains an impres-
sive lead on all the immediate competition. A
mere Recommendation would be an insult —
this is an out-and-out Best Buy.

Panasonic Consumer Electronics, Panasonic House,
Willoughby Road, Bracknell, Berks RG 2 8FP.
= (0344) 853943

TEST RESULTS

Channel Front Centre Surround
Maximum Continuous Power Output into:
8ohms, 1kHz 47 9W 47.9W 48.8W
20kHz 46.9W 47.4W No Output
4ohms, 1kHz 75.8W 75.8W 75.8W
20kHz 74 9W 749W No Output
Response (8ohm/0dBW, +/-3dB):

8Hz-57kHz 8Hz43kHz  60Hz-5.3k
Dynamic Headrm (IHF, Front) +0.73dB
Peak Current (5msec, 1% THD) 12.8A 12.7A 12.4A

Output Impedance
Damping Factor

Effectiveness of Dolby Steering Logic (500mV in, 0dBW out):
Spillover from Front to N/A -50.1dB -49.6dB

0.1440hm
556

Spillover from Centre to -26.6dB N/A -43.5dB
Spillover from Surround to  -40.4dB -37.8dB N/A
*Output Matching Error 0dB +2.9dB +8.0dB
Total Harmonic Dist. (0dBW) -74.5dB -73.4dB -50.2dB
CCIR Intermod. Dist. (0dBW) -66.1dB -73.4dB  No Output
Noise (A wtd, 0dBW) -80.6d -81.5dB -78.6dB
Residual Noise (unwtd) 75.4dBV -73.7dBV  -69.6dBV
Input Sensitivity (for 0dBW) 35.7mV

(for full output) 247mV

Input Overload 2.05V 1.85V 1.85V
Maximum DC Offset +8mV +7mV +7mV
Input Loading 33.6kohm (CD) / 33.6kohm (VCR)
Serial Number FL3GB01034

*Centre/rear levels set to 0dB

The great success of the SA-GX550 is largely due to the
very consistent performance of its front, centre and
surround channel amplifiers. These identical poweramp
integrated circuits deliver a full 48W into 8ohm with a
firm 12-13A of current in reserve. Even the 79-81dB
A-wtd signal to noise ratios are common to all three
amplifiers.

Otherwise the poor -27dB spillover from centre-to-
front and quirky multiple-order intermodulation
patterns visible on the centre-channel 3D plot seem to
be linked to Sanyo’s LA2780 Pro-Logic processor. In this
instance there is a parallel with Marantz’ PM-700AY (see
page 93). As we observed, the Marantz also uses a Sanyo
decoder, the LA2770.

5 le]@ﬂ{lfﬂjﬂm (solid), CENTRE {ﬂn!]_rﬂm fdash} FREQ. RESP.

(1dB/Div)

AMPLITUDE
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Suitably extended bass and treble in both
centre and L/R front channels.

TECENICS SA-GI550 [centre) (LTRASINIC DISTORTION  ABsfp e,
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Unusual distortions are probably linked
to Sanyo decoder (see Marantz plot).
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Analogue delay circuitry restricts
dynamic range (see also Philips plot).
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In a world of compromise -
Riverside don’t
DEMONSTRATING THIS MONTH Accustic Research  Monitor Audio

Arcam Musical Fidelity
QUAD 66 Pre-amp/606 Power/66 Tuner Audio Innovations ~ NAD
Audiolab Nakamichi

67 CDIESL63 Speaker Aura Pior_1eer
MF F15 + F22, Meridian 500/563 BawW aegect

Bang & Olufsen

Kef R- 104/105/107 Totem One Bose Quad

) ) ) ) Conrad Johnson Revox
Riverside Hi Fi, . = Castle Rogers
East Twickenham, is Dali Rotel
the home of Hi-Fi ' Denon Royd
professionalism. Being Dual Spendor
aware of hoyv compli- e AUDIOLAB 8000A EXposure Snell
cated looking for a ga50 JPW Sony
hi-fi system or just KEF Systemdek
upgrading can be, we offer a friendly atmosphere in which to browse and listen. Meridian Tannoy
Our staff are ENTHUSIASTIC about the products that we stock and like Marantz TDL
to ensure that our customers receive a personal service. '\M’lf‘?he" "th";:sl

icromega a ale
We have a LARGE DISPLAY area where you can see selected products from Mission Yamaha

most of the better hi-fi manufacturers. We also have COMFORTABLE DEMON-
STRATION ROOMS of which three are devoted to AUDIO as well as VIDEO and
tow other rooms that are for hi-fi listening in private where you can JUDGE FOR
YOURSELF which sounds best. (Early booking is recommended particularly on
Saturdays.) Customers are encouraged to bring pieces of equipment they may
wish to retain or upgrade and also music of their own preference.

The magazines only give guidelines, the best judge of your system is you, not a
reviewer or even us. Our job as a dealer is to DEMONSTRATE the DIFFERENCE
between products in order to help you make your buying decision, to present
you, the customer, with products that are different not only in sound quality, but
also in build and finish, e.g. different wood finish speakers that may better suit
your individual environment and personal taste. Not only do we supply the hi-fi
equipment, but also all the necessary accessories needed to achieve the best
from your system.

We are open 6 days a week, Monday to Saturday 10 — 5.30pm, Thursday till
7pm. We welcome personal export enquiries as well as telephone and mail order.
We can advise about installation and multiroom linking. We accept all MAJOR
CREDIT CARDS and other 0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT (subject to status).

It’ll sound better coming

from us S
22 = 081-892 7613 =
BADA 4 v or Fax us on 081-892 7749 T
not'zsi:: - N7 N MISSION 753
2 Y RIVERSIDE HI-FI
422 Richmond Rd, East Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB

We are a BADA
dealer

Riverside Hi-fi




£500-£800 AV AMPLIFIERS

Pioneer VSA-DS

op of Pioneer's AV range, the VSA-D80ZS
is the only one able to simulate Hall,
Theatre, Jazz, Church and Dance
soundfields using genuine DSP logic. This is
as part of Yamaha's YSS215 AV processing circuit
which includes a Pro-Logic decoder plus a | 5-bit
digital delay section that also adds extra reverb to
the surround channel during DPL Theatre mode.

The surround delay may be adjusted in DPL
mode just as the effect level may be altered in
anything other than DPL mode. Otherwise, five
acoustic memories are available to store personal
bass/treble contours along with centre/rear level
and balance commands from the Smart (pro-
grammable) remote handset.

Other options are available via its disc (MM),
CD, tuner, two tape, two VCR, LDP and TV
inputs, including both phono (composite) and S-
Type (separate Y/C) video connections. It also
has line outputs for a subwoofer plus outboard
front, centre and surround power amplifiers.

—

Sound quality

Ratherthan pumping the room with a thick ball of
effects, this amplifier infuses the air with an insub-
stantial mist, a slightly grey if undistorted sound
that lacks weight and conviction. As a conse-
quence, our stereo music selection appeared
both small in scale while lacking in distinct bass,
despite remaining quite chirpy, clear and tidy.

In DPL mode certain sound effects, particu-
larly the whistle of an overflying shell (Last Cru-
sade), were thoroughly impressive, even though
surround detail that required a stronger bass
content simply lacked attack and confidence. So
our baseball excerpt sounded clear and open vet,
once again, ouraudience felt very detached from
the atmosphere of the event as a whole.

Even with DPL Theatre engaged, any sense of
build-up, of tension or menace in ether our T2 or
Abyss clips was diluted by the amp's lightweight
performance. This undermined not only the ef-
fects' impact but also our interest in the films.

TEST RESULTS

Channel Front Centre  Surround
Maximum Continuous Power Output into:
8ohms, 1kHz 53.3W 54.8W 31.6W
20kHz 48.5W 47 9W  No Output
4ohms, 1kHz 80.2W 81.1W 45.8W
20kHz 74.1W 71.5W  No Output
Response (8ohm/0dBW, +/-3dB):

23Hz-42kHz  33Hz-30kHz ~ 43Hz-4.6k
Dynamic Headrm (IHF, Front)+0.75dB
Peak Current (5msec, 1% THD) 12.8A 5.9A 7.1A

Output Impedance 0.2390hm

Damping Factor

Effectiveness of Dolby Steering Logic (500mV in, 0dBW out):
Spillover from Front to N/A -63.508 -62.5dB

Spillover from Centre to -46.4dB N/A -50.2dB
Spillover from Surround to  -42.6dB -48.2dB N/A
*Output Matching Error 0dB +0.5dB -1.8dB
Total Harmonic Dist. (0dBW) -75.3dB -61.3dB -56.4dB
CCIR Intermod. Dist. (0dBW) -67.9dB -66.5dB  No output
Noise (A wtd, 0dBW) -79.4dB -73.8dB -72.3dB
Residual Noise (unwtd) -87.1dBV -81.3dBV  -85.2dBV
Input Sensitivity (for 0dBW) 22.9mV

(for full output) 167mV

Input Overload 27OV A8 2BV 1.65V
Maximum DC offset -imV +39mV +10mV
Input Loading 47kohm (CD)/450kohm (VCR)
Serial Number NC9500016S

* centre/rear levels set to 0dB
** depends on centre level setting.
*Centre/rear levels set to 0dB

The influence of Yamaha’s digital delay is clear enough
from the surround 3D plot which highlights the poor
(<5dB) stopband rejection at high frequencies and
strong odd-order harmonic distortions. It’s also possi-
ble to see some digital interference breaking through at
24.1kHz alongside the smattering of low-level distor-
tions on the centre channel 3D plot.

Otherwise, its modest 53W/55W/32W output just
falls below Pioneer’s 55W specification. Then again, any
leakage of front-to-surround is well controlled while
both total harmonic distortion (0.02-0.15 per cent,
8ohms) and signal to noise ratios (79dB to 72dB) are
very average for an amplifier of this ilk.

VERDICT

@ Quick, slick and moderately detailed; intelligent,
S multi-function remote control.
() Wnat deai exists is sadly uninteresting; as potent
~—~ asacup of decaff.
£
p) £599.95
SOUND VALUE FOR
QUALITY MONEY
S s BROOO
Conclusion

This is neither a blotchy or obviously coloured
performer but its sheer weediness and lack of
characteris as effective a downfall as any other. So
though the VSA-D802S will rarely be heard to
struggle, neither will it tackle the atmosphere of
potent Dolby Surround head on. A subwoofer
would add extra wallop — and can be wired in
quite easily — but this is no cure for an amplifier
that has lost its heart.

Pioneer (GB) Ltd, Pioneer House, Hollybush Hill,
Stoke Poges, Slough SL2 4QP. @ (0753) 789789

& P[LI(_E_P VSA-08025 FRONT (solid), CENTRE (dotl, SURROUND (dash] FREQ. REP.

o et

AMPLITUDE (1dB/Div)

FREQUENCY (Hz)
A rather limited bass output
on each of the channels.
PIOER YS-0B025 centel LTRASNIC OISTORTION Ay

+za08y

M
QUTPUT FREQUENCY (khe)
Low-level but high order intermodulation
distortions can be seen to fill the plot.
PIOEER VSA-08025 (surround) LLTRASINIC DISTCRTION  2e2.,

Strong sampling images and odd-order
distortion from the digital delay.
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FIRST CHOICE
AWARD WINNERS

NOW IN STORE! »

€€ The HiFi Compan)' presents a selection ofaward winning
eL[l”Pn]en[, brmgmg )'DU rh{' bgl'f m quah[}', le[hnD]Dg)', ﬁa[UTGX

and style combined with our reputation for hifi expertise and service 39 * * * *

| CLUB

PRICE £2 7 7

24 MONTHL! £15 38

€In the budget end of the market Marantz have
wiped the board for almost a decade. This year's | [rwetl
What HiFi winner is even further aheadyy

YAMAH 650
Cassette Deck Award

NAD 302
Amplifier Award

YAMAHA
€CCNo frills,
3 head, dual

STORE PRICE £250

CLUB 239

PRICE
| NO DEPOSIT FINANCE

24 MONTHLY £1 3 32

PAYMENTS

CLUB

cLe 24156

NO DEPOSIT FINANCE ||

24 MONTHLY

PAYMENTS £8I°9 i
)

€CThe latest
in the NAD
3020 series,
dominating the

capstan - a
very robust,
virtually silent

budget amp
machineyy k

marketdy
YAMAHA DSP A2070 Audio Visual Amp Award

YAMAHA

CineEnmA’

£1016

CLUB
| PRICE

NO DEPOSIT FINANCE :
s £86.% |

€€ Another major step forward - Yamaha do it
again moving on the frontiers of AV sound
technology - 7 channels of remarkable 3-D,

cinema sound))

CLD 1850
Award

iol
) PIONEER
€CAs leaders

in laservision

o ——————

CcLUB £535

PRICE
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Famenrs. £29.7
———.

DENON
€€£200 worth
of sound for

CLUB

: 4 ,‘.
PRICE £110

NO DEPOSIT FINANCE
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PAYMENTS £6 *

technology,

almost half the Pioneer's multi

price, outselling standard player

the competition is light years

5 times overd)

stem Award

JVC

¢The MX-G7's high technology specit
spearheads the latest trend in sound processing

CLUB

| price  £739

24 MONTHLY £41 []

with the ability to recreate the ambient space of | ettt

a cinema, hall, dance club, dome or churchyy

SOU & VISION STUDIO
42 COWGATE PETERBOROUGH 7% 0733 341755 S5 toarm- 5.t
23A REGENT ST LEAMINGTON SPA > 0926 888644 rcrsilam-gem

FIVE x DIRECT SALES

0733 344461

MISSION 753
Speaker Award
i ”;

CcLUB

PRICE £646

NO DEPOSIT FINANCE

51001

DN 751

€€ Compact 751 speakers

Perfectly
presented,
perfectly
sound- our
reference
standard of
coursedy

peaker Award
offering high standards

Make sure the rest of your
system can match))

ctue T £276

NO DEPOSIT FINANCE

24 MONTHLY 38
PAYMENTS

AIWA NSX 360
Mini System Award

(Sone pric 220 ]

shie £304

CCEven better
than last
year's What

PRICE
NO DEPOSIT FINANCE

HiFi nominee,

offering a fine | TR

PAYMENTS £1 6.92

e 4

first time'
system3)

TECHNICS SC CH 404
Mini System Award

price £461

| NO DEPOSIT FINANCE

| Sarenrs© £25.°7
PLUS LOTS MORE IN STORE

CLUB PRICE INCLUDES A GENEROUS CASH KICKBACK
AND FREE 5 YEAR WARRANTY TO CLUB MEMBERS

NO DEPOSIT FINANCE PLAN
24 MONTHLY PAYMENTS
PAY NOTHING FOR 90 DAYS.

¢CThe latest
from Technics
its elegant style
& Class ‘A"
sound makes it
a 'blockbusteryy

AT 19.5% APR VARIABLE.
MINIMUM PURCHASE £100. OPTIONAL SICKNESS,
ACGDENT AND REDUNDANCY PROTECTION

CREDIT EXAMPLE NAD 302 Amplifier

Store Price £169. Deposit £nil. 24 Monthly
Payments of £8.69. Total Credit Price £208.60.
The HiFi Company are licensed Credit Brokers. Finance
subject 10 status. Written quotation available on request

All equipment is subject to availability. Certain items may
not be on display in every store, and will be subject to
order The stated Store Prices are either recommended
retail prices or where merchandise has been offered at
that price fornot less than 28 days with in the last 6 m onths
TM Trademark The HIFi Company

Copynght The HiFi Company 1993

winner 1993

HOME CINEMA

EQUIPPED
STUDIOS

NOW SHOWING...
LARGE SCREENS

90" Wall Mounted Demo
Plus made to measure screens,
fixed or motorised to suit

and curtains of course.

PROJECTORS

Vidicron TGS Two Demo
Vidicron TGS 300 Demo
Choose from floor mount,
ceiling mount or rear projection.

PROJECTION TVs

Pioneer SDT 4000 (40") Demo
Pioneer SDT 5000 (50") Demo

PRO LOGIC TVs

Hitachi C2574TN (25") Demo
Hitachi C2874TN (28") Demo
(29" D

Hitachi C2984TN emo
NICAM TVs

Hitachi C2564TN (25") Demo
Hitachi C2864TN (28") Demo
Sony KVX 2562 (25") Demo
Sony KVX 2962 (29") Demo
Mitsubishi CT 2583 (25") Demo
Mitsubishi CT 29A6 (29") Demo

AV AMPLIFIERS

Yamaha DSP A2070 Demo
Yamaha DSP A970 Demo
Sony TAAV570 Demo
Denon AVC 3020 Demo
Kenwood KAV 8500 Demo

SURROUND SOUND SPEAKERS

Yamaha System Demo
KEF System Demo
Canon System Demo

LASERDISC PLAYERS

Pioneer CLD 1850 Demo
Pioneer CLD 2850 Demo
Sony MDP 650 Demo

RESERVE YOUR SEAT
AT ONE OF OUR

STORES TODAY!!!

Enjoy the Benefits of...

100001 001

MR D BETHELL

=

06793

i

J

ITEM PURCHASED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR -

n 5 YEAR CUSTOMER CARE PLAN ON EVERY
ABSOLUTELY FREE!

GENEROUS 'CASH KICKBACK' ON EVERY
PURCHASE OVER £50

20% DISCOUNT OFF RRP, ON ALL SOFTWARE
INCLUDING CDS, VIDEO MOVIES AND
LASERVISION DISCS.

BI-MONTHLY 'BEST BUYS' EXCLUSIVE CLUB
MAGAZINE - WITH GREAT OFFERS AND
DOUBLE CASH KICKBACKS,

VIP INVITATIONS - T0 ALL OUR SPECIALLY

STAGED ACTIVITIES - EXHIBITIONS,
PREVIEWS AND EVENTS.

SEND FOR MEMBERSHIP/ DETAILS &

YOUR FREE 40 PAGE MAGALOGUE -
OR PHONE 0733 344461

o The tirs Company Communications Ltd,
| FREE POST PE776. The Five Star Savers Club, |
I Peterborough. PE1 1BR.

I Please send me Club details and a Magalogue I
b ne Mo miss M Initials |
I
Name
I I
I Address I
I I
I |
1 1
I Postcode

QUALITY USED EQUIPMENT WITH THE COMFORT OF
A 3 MONTH ENGINEERS WARRANTY OR AN OPTIONAL
12 MONTH EXPERTRUST CUSTOMER CARE PLAN !!!
he HiFi Company Trading Station brings you the
best in previously owned, quality hifi and home
entertainment equipment - top brands, top models and
top service from the region's most dedicated enthusiasts
and all with the benefit of super deals and savings to
members of The HiFi Company Five % Savers Club.

MAKE / MODEL

Maraniz CO CE £330.00 £13000
Meridian 602 603 (mint) £3500.00 £1995.00
£1200.00 £395.00

DPA PDMI £20000  £5000  ©150
Nytech CA 252 £129.00 £69.00 0200

Musical Fidelity A100 £399.00 £299.00 £269.00
Naim NAC 425 £9900  E1500 615200
Revox T50 (new) L0900 £649.00 £584.00
Audio Innovations 149900 £340.00 £306.00
Quad 33/303/FM3 500 £5000 62500

Haybrook P2C2 £900.00 £495.00 £H3.00
Pioneer CTY3 (new) £8399.00 £599.00 £539.00
Yamaha KX 800 £299.00 £150.00 £135

Nakamichi BX 300X £649.00 £27900 £251.00
£449.00 £295.00 £263.00

£449.00 £24900 240

£39.00 L4500 £220.00

£299.00 £149.00 340

£799.00 £399.00 £339.00

12900 £149.00 £14.00

L4900 £9990 £899.00

) £1500.00 £795.00 £715.00

£29.00 £149.00 £134.00

Vi

STuRNTaBLEsTl . speakErsflcass/pEcksll AmPLIFIERSI] CD PLAVERS]

Thoren 160S/Mission 774 £9.00 £149.00

& -

similar specifications and quality

Regular store price with normal
3 month engineer's warranty.

PRO-AC Tablets £389.00 £195.00 £175.00
Linn Axis 9 (mint) £499.00 £340.00 £306.00
Gyrodek Tabriz Ortonfonq £127000 £695.00 £625.00
Roksan Radius (new) £625.00 £425.00 £382.00
Logic Deck £399.00 £189.00 £170.00

.
Ll
72

£134.00

A GUIDE TO BETTER BUYING

A price that is a guide to an equivalent
new or alternative piece of equipment with

e A special net price to Five % Savers Club
members, including a full 12 month
\emee/ 1

Expertrust Second User Warranty.

Our price includes a generous club cash kickback saving.

Phone or call in Now to find out more

dail

here's lots more in-store but stock change

- 50 hurry now!

TRADING STATION

35 COWGATE PETERBOROUGH
Tel: 0733 891184 Open 10am - 5.30pm Mon - Sat




£500-£800 AV AMPLIFIERS

wood KA-V8500

T P
5 Y

f soundfield features are a top priority then

Kenwood's KA-V8500 AV amplifier is a pur-

pose-built halfway house to Yamaha's DSP-

A2070. In similar fashion, Kenwood employs a
top-quality ADC to digitise incoming analogue
signals before feeding samples to both a DSP
(digital signal processor) soundfield synthesiser
and digitally-steered SM5851 Pro-Logic chip.

Phantom, normal and wide centre channels
are available in DPL mode, along with a (I5-
30msec) rear channel delay. For standard audio
sources, its DSP mode has eight pre-programmed
soundfields as well as continuous adjustment of
room size (early reflection time), wall (liveliness),
seat position (front/rear dominance) and overall
effect level. Here, the rear channel delay is fixed
at 20msec, despite what the manual says.

Meanwhile, its Logic mode adds a variable
0-80msec rear channel delay to the DSP options.
This enhances the localisation of the soundfield
even if its execution still sounds incredibly
dubious.

Sound quality
Our initial impression was one of a forward,
slightly forced but vague tonal balance, one that
manifested itself as a slight loss of ambience and
weight on jazz and classical music selections.
Switching to DPL mode, the Laserdiscs
reinforced this feeling of forwardness and eager-
ness. The Last Crusade excerpt was dominated by
a strong central vocal image and superb front-to-
back steering of effects. Yet the soundfield itself
was strangely dirty and the sense of diction muted
despite individual images being nailed to the spot.
Neither was subtle low-level detailing particu-
larly obvious, forcing us to tease out ambient clues
and effects from memory rather than from the

soundfield itself. Though far from disappointing, it
also struggled through our bustling action clips,
failing to reveal the menacing aural backdrop of
the Corral Bar (T2) or the sudden explosion of
space that occurs as the titles to the Abyss merge

TEST RESULTS

Channel Front Centre  Surround
Maximum Continuous Power Output into:
8ohms, 1kHz 61.8W 62.9W 37.4W
20kHz 61.8W 60.2W No Output
4ohms, 1kHz 102.1W 104.0W 56.4W
20kHz 100.0W 103.0W No Output
Response (8ohm/0dBW, +/-3dB):

3Hz-23kHz  3Hz-23kHz  58Hz-4.3k
Dynamic Headrm (IHF, Front)+0.78dB
Peak Current (Smsec, 1% THD) 15.1A 14.1A 5.5A
Output Impedance 0.1050hm
Damping Factor 76.4
Effectiveness of Dolby Steering Loglc (500mV in, 0dBW out)
Spillover from Front to N/A 9.3dB 0.5d8
Spillover from Centre to -58.8dB N/A -71 6dB
Spillover from Surround to  -39.5dB -51.0dB N/A
*Output Matching Error 0dB +14.5d8 +12.4dB
Total Harmonic Dist. (0dBW) -60.5dB -48.3dB -50.8dB
CCIR Intermod. Dist. (0dBW) -59.6dB -68.6dB  No Output
Noise (A wtd, 0dBW) -81.8dB -77.8dB -75.9dB
Residual Noise (unwtd) -76.2dBV -68.0dBV  -65.7dBV
Input Sensitivity (for 0dBW) 25.1mV
(for full output) 202mV
Input Overload 2.38V 2.38V 2.39V
Maximum DC Offset -6mV +16mV -4mV
Input Loading 53kohm (CD) / 115kohm (VDP)
Serial Number 20300127

*Centre/rear levels set to 0dB

Digital or otherwise, the KA-V8500’s performance is
dominated by its ropy centre channel amplifer where
crossover distortion climbs to two to three per cent at
20kHz before 60W is reached (see 3D plot). Even at
I kHz, total harmonic distortion exceeds 0.4 per cent at
I'W, the nature and spread of harmonics varying wildly
with volume level (even-order at low power/odd-order
at higher power), regardless of the wide/normal centre
mode or remote centre level adjustment.

Then again, Kenwood’s surround channel has an
extra 12dB or more dynamic range than its analogue
peers while at the same time enjoying a high 2.4V
overload margin and just the merest trace of 48kHz
sampling noise (compare 3D plots).

VERDICT

Bright and assertive balance when untaxed; good
front-to-surround effects.

/;‘ Fails to get to grips with complex material and
\ / . . ¥
—~ fails to get the adrenalin flowing.
(») £699.95
SOUND VALUE FOR
QUALITY MONEY
EEC0OO EEENE[]

with its opening scene. But keep it simple and the
KA-V8500 can sound immediate and impressive.

Conclusion

Earlier reviews of Kenwood's KA-V8500 have
failed to expose the technological strides hidden
within. And it's this pursuit of advanced technol-
ogy and mind-boggling flexibility, rather than its
superficially confident sound, that eams Ken-
wood a high value Recommendation.

Trio-Kenwood UK Ltd, Kenwood House, Dwight
Road, Watford, Herts WD | 8EB. @ (0923) 816444

e NENWOUD KA-VES00 FRONT WIIHJ CENTRE {dot), , SURROND dash) FPH] RESP
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Front and centre responses cut short by
NPC eight times oversampling filter.

NENOO KA-YB300 [centre] ULTRASONIC DISTOATION ~ Aiumssnws,

+2n8v
AMPLITUDE

High centre channel dlstortlon causes
problems with dialogue in complex scenes.
KENHDOO KA-VB500 [surround] LLTRASONIC DISTORTION  ABef@ss2t,

+2008
AMPLITUDE

Delay circuitry rather than the 18-bit
DACs produce odd-order distortions.
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Making friends at

' i o) D) \\Y ) wd

DOUGISRADNEH 1T

NEW TO HI-FI OR JUST UPGRADING?
Either way, I think you could do with a friend in the trade

We continue to offer the finest equipment from the most dependable
manufacturers, and rely on fair demonstrations, unbiased advice and
offer patient and friendly service.

We're a family firm, much more concerned about a fruitful, long term
relationship with our customers than with hard selling.

The specification is irrelevant if the music doesn't thrill you.
What matters is how well the illusion of the original recorded
performance can be recreated.

So close your eyes, open your ears and make your hi fi choice at Doug
Brady Hi-Fi. Our best advertisements are our happy customers.

Anything else?
Yes, a two year, no quibble guarantee, and although we are enthusiastic we won't talk
technical jargon at you!

Oh! And free parking at Warrington & Otley.

TEAC » TARGET  EPOS = NADe* MARANTZ  HEYBROOK e CASTEL  ROYD

AHHVYET1IV ¢ VHAT ¢ XHVNYH e 103r0odd » Vdd « TT3IHODIN

And the night shall be filled with music,
And the cares, that infest the day,
E | ‘ Shall fold their tents, like the Arabs,
ﬁ@._..__mAnduas szlently steal away.

LONGFELLOW

KRAFT
ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS HI-FI

ADVICE, SELECTION, SALES, INSTALLATION, SERVICE. 1 MONTPELIER STREET, KNIGHTSBRIDGE, LONDON SW7 1EX. TEL: 071-581 8877




or a combination of power, great flexibility

and battleship-style construction look no

further than Denon's AVC-3530. There's a

certain majesty about the bold fluorescent
display upon a massive black alloy facia. Unfortu-
nately, the remote control is a technophobe's
nightmare, so study the instruction booklet closely
before tackling the Dolby Pro-Logic and nine
digital signal processor soundfield modes.

The digital rear channel delay can be altered in
DPL, Matrix, Wide Screen and Live surround
modes, but other options like the surround phase,
directional enhancement, sound simulation and
7kHz filter settings are only available for Live and
Wide Screen. The initial delay (reflection), room
size (reverberation) and effect level can be ad-
justed in all save DPL and Matrix modes.

Meanwhile, the AVSE and Cinema facilities
enable you to ressurrect preferred tonal flavours.
Much of this comes courtesy of Yamaha's ever-
popular YSS215 DSP package which has been
programmed to offer a wider range of options
than in the Pioneer or Harman Kardon amplifiers.

Sound quality
This amp oozes power yet the balance is slightly
dark and a little heavy-handed, especially with
Denon's AVSE contour engaged. Nevertheless,
the sound is warm and friendly rather than men-
acingly confident, a generous balance that slows
the pace and urgency if not the appeal of its music.

With the film clips this proved very impressive,
its warm balance off-setting the peaky treble of
many soundtracks. Effects are also handled faith-
fully — the 6lb ‘banana shot' from the Last
Crusade seemed to circle the room before ex-
ploding with a bone-crunching thud.

On the other hand, its left/right positioning

Denon AVC-35

OVER £800 AV AMPLIFIERS

'.-41_157”'0
Voosss: )

was less definite, blurring the movement of the
Abyss sub. Yet with plenty of grumbling weight to
reinforce the T2 motorbike and shotgun scenes,
the sense of tension left our panel chattering with
excitement long after the lights came up.

TEST RESULTS

Channel Front Centre  Surround
Maximum Continuous Power Outputinto:
8ohms, 1kHz 142.0W 141.1W 46.4W
20kHz 126.6W 125.0W  No Output
4ohms, 1kHz 231.8W 227.2W 77.5W
20kHz 205.3W 198.2W  No Output
Response (Bohm/0dBW, +/-3dB):

6Hz-100kHz 5Hz-100kHz  30Hz-4.8k
DynamicHeadrm (IHF,Front) +0.40dB
PeakCurrent(5msec,1% THD)  21.3A 19.2A 9.6A
Outputimpedance 0.073ohm
Damping Factor 109.4
Effectiveness of Dolby Steering Logic (500mV in, 0dBW out):
Spillover from Front to N/A -47.7d -55.3dB
SpilloverfromCentreto -44.8dB N/A -51.5dB
Spilloverfrom Surroundto -39.8dB -41.6dB N/A
*Qutput Matching Error 0dB +14.1dB +12.0dB
Total Harmonic Dist. (0dBW) -63.2dB -63.7dB 55.9dB
CCIRIntermod.Dist.(0dBW)  -63.3dB -65.1dB  No Output
Noise (Awtd, 0dBW) -79.7dB -77.9dB -76.1dB
Residual Noise (unwtd) -69.0dBV -67.5dBV  -67.7dBV
Input Sensitivity (for0dBW)  17.6mV
(forfull output) 08mV
InputOverload 2.06V 1.94V 1.58V
Maximum DC Offset +20mV +5mV +15mV
Input Loading 49kohm (CD /49kohm (VDP)
Serial Number 3052101446

*Centre/rear levels set to 0dB

At its heart lies an SSM-2125 Pro-Logic Decoder from
PMI, the D-grade selection furnishing wide 80/78/76dB
signal to noise ratios for front, centre and surround
channels respectively. In common with Kenwood’s NPC-
derived chip, this leads to the wide dynamic range that
is clearly visible on the surround 3D plot, bottom right.

Meanwhile, AVSE introduces a bass boost that climbs
from +1dB at 500Hz to a peak of +9.5dB at 23Hz just
as Cinema mode cuts treble from -1.5dB at 5kHz to -5dB
at 20kHz.

The internal amplifiers provide power-a-plenty
though the Denon AVC-3530’s overload limits fall to just
1.05/1.0/0.8V respectively with the input adjustment
set to +6dB.

VERDICT

Q Plenty of welly with a strong guiding hand;
" excellent front-to-back effects.
;‘/v\‘; Left/right stereo is slightly vague; complex set-up
— routines are a fertile ground for confusion.
AR
{ )
») £999.99
SOUND VALUE FOR
QUALITY MONEY
EEEER EREERC
Conclusion

At last, a Dolby Pro-Logic amplifier that counters
the mid/treble dominance of so many popular
movies. It's doctoring, yes, but the result is a full-
bodied sound that contrasts markedly with the
insipid performance of some of the more politi-
cally correct competition. All it lacks is a bit of
nimbleness. Not that this bothered our panel.
They were too busy munchingpopcornto notice.

Hayden Laboratories Ltd, Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St
Peter, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL? 9UG.
& (0753) 888447

I 353 PR (o], COTE ], SARODD st FED. ESP
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AMPLITUDE (1dB/Div)
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Even in default setting, the front channel
is engineered with warm tonal balance.

ARLE,

Simple, unobtrusive 2nd and 3rd order
distortions with no digital interference.

i OENN AVC-330 (surround] (L TRASINIC DISTORTION
AMPLITUDE I
3 i)

Digital delay samples at 44.1kHz; high-
order images moving left into audio-band.
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TAKING THE INDUSTRY BY STORM:

Since it's launch just months ago, Hi-Fi Direct and its exclusive Sherwood, JPW and Ariston products have all received wide
acclaim by the distinguished hi-fi press. Hi-Fi Direct is a distribution company set up by Richer Sounds, the UK's biggest hi-fi
retailer, dedicated to saving the customer money, by buying and importing direct from manufacturers and selling at the lowest
possible prices by mail order and through their own stores nationwide.

Sherwood's entire CD player line up, Ariston's PRO1200 and JPW's loudspeaker and subwoofer systems have all been
wholeheartedly recommended, the words "stunning" and "unbeatable" being repeated time after time, by knowledgeable
v reviewers. Watch this space for yet more exciting products.............

@ Sherwood

CD2010c £109.95

"A bargain of enormous proportions... amazing musical
ability at a price you'll find hard to believe" WHAT HI'EI?
Verdict * * * & %

CD3020R £129.95 complete with remote control
"Delightfully upbeat and unconfined sound...

stunning value" HlFl EH“IEE Verdict % % * %
Sound quality « & & & %

"Ridiculously good sound and value"
WHAT HI-FI?

JPW

CINEMA-SOUND
SPEAKER SYSTEM

“stunning value”
-What Hi-Fi?

® Thunderous bass sub-woofer

ALSO AVAILABLE SEPARATELY:

JPW Shielded Mini Monitors.£39.95 ea.
JPW Mini Monitors................ £59.95 pr.
JPW Gold Monitors............... £79.95 pr.
JPW System Subwoofers .....£69.95 ea.

"extraordinary value for money...

"This is, in fact the first true, decent,

mass market pro-logic speaker

system. There'll be no shortage of
* customers...

® Two pairs of award wmmng :

Mini Monitors ' : . ‘ B "The system
: : . has a clarity,

openness and
poise out of
proportion to its

size." Home
Entertainment

® Shielded centre speaker §
for maximum AV effect

"Value for money is
something of an
understatement. When
you consider what your
£200 gets you"

"Definitely well worth
a listen...Best Buy."

@\
BEST BUY
o

"Unbeatable value

"Anyone in AV home
cinema will find it a perfect complement
to todays AV amps."

"Stunning value from JPW's AV Package" i l F| EH”IE
reviewed by WHAT HI-FI? verdictx+x+ D0 eorev surouno] H E

wHat HI-Fis £ 280 killer system?”

"staggering value...you could spend a lot more cash and
still not receive the same overall performance WHET HIF1?

: Verdict ¥ & & & %
All for just £279.85: 7 . -
® CD2010 (CD) see above staggering value
® RX1010 (tuner amplifier) The central component of this

.. . stunning system; Sherwood's
® Mini Monitors (pr. spks) see below Rx1o1go ybudget receiver

h '_f' d 1 t O“A‘B‘ER 071 827 9 827 .5 mmmm POSTAGE & PACKING £7 PER ITEM (£6/2; £5/3)
I I I rec OTLINE swirck = Review reprints available, ask for free copies

HI-FI DIRECT PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE MAIL-ORDER AND FROM ALL BRANCHES OF RICHER SOUNDS




OVER £800 AV AMPLIFIERS

Yamaha DSP-A20

idely admired for its AV technology,

Yamaha has already taken the 1993

European EISA Awardfor Home Thea-

tre with its DSP-A2070. Nevertheless,
this is the first time that the unit has been up
against its latest rivals in a blind listening test.

The amp's features are unsurpassed, thanks to
an all-digital Dolby Pro-Logic decoder and
soundfield processor. Standard DPL is provided
with an Enhanced 35mm Movie mode which
adds further soundfield processing to the rear
channels for that big screen feel. This is bolstered
by an extra pair of front effects channels.
Yamaha provides some |2 pairs of soundfield

programs, the most advanced controlling such
things asdirectionalenhancement, simulated front/
rear room size and the reverberation level, delay
and time. By modifying these preset soundfields
you can create, and memorise, personalised
acoustic environments for later recall.

Sound quality

Listening to the DSP-A2070 as a standard two-
channel stereo amplifier is a bit of an anticlimax,
for its music is detailed but lacks vigour. Switching
into DPL mode could not disguise this underlying
character, one that dredged oodles of subtle
detail from our film clips but presented it in a
peculiarly academic manner.

Yamaha's Enhanced mode, by contrast, was
voted a vast improvement. Sure enough, the grey
disposition of the amps was still apparent but
there was now a far greater sense of ambience, of
front-to-back imaging and transient detail. This s
achieved by makingany natural acousticsoundfar
bigger and brassier than is strictly plausible.

The crampedacoustic of the submarine (Abyss)
took on cinematic proportions while the kitchen

r.‘v’lltlo.
Cooaass.

scene (at the start of T2) echoed to the sound of
guns and keys being exchanged. In these in-
stances, the acoustic representation was clearly
bolder than the visual image itself would suggest.
But blow reality. This is great home cinema.

TEST RESULTS

Channel Front Centre Surround
Maximum Continuous Power Output into:
8ohms, 1kHz 00.6W 99.2W 34.9W
20kHz 94 AW 92.3W 32.0W
4ohms, 1kHz 166.0W 162.9W 56.4W
20kHz 151.0W 148.6W 49.9W
Response (8ohm/0dBW, +/-3dB):

2Hz-21.4kHz 3Hz-21.4kHz 23Hz-7kHz
Dynamic Headrm (IHF, Front)+0.80dB
Peak Current (5msec, 1% THD)14 5A** 14 5A** 7.5A

Output Impedance 0.0650hm
Damping Factor 1231

Effectiveness of Dolby Steering Loglc (500mV in, 0dBW out):

Spillover from Front to N/A -60.7dB -64.7dB
Spillover from Centre to -72.5dB N/A -72.1dB
Spillover from Surround to  -43 5dB -48.5dB N/A
*Qutput Matching Error 0dB +2.6dB -1.3dB
Total Harmonic Dist. (0dBW) -78.2dB -73.8dB -82.2dB
CCIR Intermod. Dist. (0dBW) -85.5dB -78.6dB -60.4dB
Noise (A wtd, 0dBW) -80.1dB -83.5dB -83.5dB
Residual Noise (unwtd) -72.0dBV -72.9dBV  -74.8dBV
Input Sensitivity (for 0dBW) 14.0mV

(for full output) 139mV

Input Overload 1.31-2.58V  0.91-1. SOV 0.9-1.79Vv
Maximum DC Offset -13mV mV omv
Input Loading 48kohm 4CD) / 47kohm (LDP)
Serial Number E086013SU

** Relay protection
*Centre/rear levels set to 0dB

The DSP-A2070 is digital through-and-through, begin-
ning with the two AK5339 ADC’s that sample and
quantise the analogue input. DPL steering and DSP is
then accomplished in Yamaha’s latest YSS2 I3 processor
followed by digital-to-analogue conversion using no less
than four PCMé9 hybrid DACs (seven channels in total).
Consequently, the DSP-A2070 measures like a mix of
amp and CD player, especially as far as the bandlimited
2Hz-21.4kHz response is concerned. Otherwise, it offers
an unbeatable blend of high power (100W front and
centre), low distortion (0.008-0.02 per cent), very low
noise (-80 to -84dB) and very little spillover (<-44dB).
Clearly, the DSP-A2070 is a technical triumph.

VERDICT

N
(A ) Technically years ahead of the pack; Pro-Logic
" Enhanced mode plus seven channel operation.
(/;3 Mega-complex; basic sound quality is surpassed
N—~ by the latest competing high-end AV amps.
7 N
(p) £109995
SOUND VALUE FOR
QUALITY MONEY
ERER[C EEERNE(C
Conclusion

To assess the DSP-A2070 purely on its perform-
ance as a 4-channel Dolby Pro-Logic decoder
would be an inustice. The plain fact is that
Yamaha's digrtal effects are very much more
enthralling than the detailed but uncharismatic
sound of its on-board amplifiers. Consequently,
the DSP-A2070 is Recommended for its match-
less flexibility rather than ultimate sound quality.

Yamaha Electronics UK Ltd, Yamaha House,
200 Rickmansworth Road, Watford, Hertfordshire
[ 7)S. @& (0923) 233166
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The 44.1kHz rate means front/centre response
is no more extended than a CD player.
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A mix of amplifier and CD-like distortions
as digital filter bites above 22kHz.

YINHK D00 frron] LTRSINIC DISTORTION 8ot

Low distortion and gentle V -shaped images
(-54dB) from filter and PCM69 DAC.
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Inside a Tvpical Cabinet Deflex Panels Fitted

GET THE MUSIC OUT OF YOUR SYSTEM, AND LET
YOUR SPEAKERS BREATHE!

“NEW APPROACH STUNS THE EXPERTS”
“BIGGEST BREAK-THROUGH IN 20 YEARS ”
“RESULTS NEVER ACHIEVED BEFORE”

“THE MUSIC IS FASTER, BRIGHTER,
CLEANER, WITH DEEP, CONTROLLED BASS”

U.K. DISTRIBUTOR

CURRENT PRICES

MACCLESFIELD,CHESHIRE

The Standard Panels
pEAKER @ £7.95 each
Sub-woofer Panels
Company @ £11.95 each
UNIT 9, Adhesive from
WATERSIDE MILL, £3_50 (200m|)
WATERSIDE,

SK11 7HG
Phone 0625 500507

VISA

KALYPSO
£468

ROMULUS

SOURCE

AUX |

11 TUNER

WAUX I

V TAFE

C.R. Developments
8 Craftsman Square Temple Farm Industrial Estate,
Sutton Road, Southend on Sea, Essex SS2 SRH
Tel 0702 469055, Fax 0702 601883

.

ON DEMONSTRATION AT:

CHANTRY AUDIO 0777 870372
HERTFORD MUSIC 0992 700900
THE AUDIO EXCHANGE 0793 539008
C.R DEVELOPMENTS 0702 469055




aving already received a clutch of Best Buy

and Recommended swing tags in earlier

Choice amplifier issues, Harman Kardon

has applied its sonic know-how to a new
AV receiver, the AVR-30. A £150 price cut brings
it into competition with Denon's AVC-3530 but
HK's choice of a YSS215 Dolby processor means
its DSP facilities are closer to the Pioneer's.

In this application, the processor offers six
basic digital signal processor modes, all with a five-
step variation in effect level to influence the
liveliness of the synthesised soundfield. In Dolby
Pro-Logic mode, thereisa |5, 20 or 30msec rear
channel delay while the DPL Movie setting brings
extra control over the degree of reverberation.

So in practice the AVR30 is no real DSP think-
tank. However, the clear fluorescent display and
motorised centre/rear level controls ensure it's
very much easier to comprehend than its overly-
complex DSP-obsessed competition.

Sound quality

Considering that all front, centre and surround
channels were precisely level-matched across
every amplifier in this test, the extra forwardness
and loudness of the HK came as a surprise. Its
music sounds robust yet is tonally lightweight, so
our jazz CD sounded open and detailed if also
slightly raspy or gritty through the treble.

In DPL mode, however, the AVR-30's strength
lay in steering effects rather than the faithfulness
of its balance. The overflying 6Ib shell (Last Cru-
sade) had the panel ducking even if the ensuing
explosion was rather an anti-climax. Incidentally,
ourfirst sample suffered a low-level buzz but even
a second clean AVR-30 added little extra wallop.

Without an external subwoofer, the slight loss
of bass weight and bite persisted with both our T2

OVER £800 AV AMPLIFIERS

Vi ar s 7 2
=0

and Abyss movie clips. Yet, once again, the pool of
effects were marvellous to experience, especially
the changing acoustic from sea to submarine
(Abyss) and from one cabin to another, giving us
a genuine impression of being there.

TEST RESULTS

Channel Front Centre  Surround
Maximum Continuous Power Output into:
8ohms, 1kHz 73.9W 75.1W 30.1W
20kHz 70.9W 70.3W  No Output
4ohms, 1kHz 120.9W 118.7W 46.5W
20kHz 111.2W 109.2W  No Output
Response (8ohm/0dBW, +/-3dB):

3Hz-37kHz  4Hz-27kHz 35Hz-6kHz
Dynamic Headrm (IHF, Front)+0.56dB
Peak Current (5msec, 1% THD) 13.9A 16.6A 6.0A

Output Impedance 0.1360hm
Damping Factor 58.8

Effectiveness of Dolby Steering Logic (500mV in, 0dBW out):
Spillover from Front to N/A -64.5dB -63.5dB

Spillover from Centre to -47.5dB N/A -62.0dB
Spillover from Surround to  -18.5dB -27.5dB N/A
*Output Matching Error 0dB -0.4dB +3.0dB
Total Harmonic Dist. (0dBW) -70.5dB -68.5dB -61.8dB
CCIR Intermod. Dist. (0dBW) -68.5d8 -68.0dB  No Output
Noise (A wtd, 0dBW) -65.9dB -75.5dB -70.4dB
Residual Noise (unwtd) -47.3dBV -66.1dBV ~ -70.1dBV
Input Sensitivity (for 0dBW) 21.9mV

(for full output) 187mV

Input Overload 2.93V 3.29V 1.26V
Maximum DC Offset +156mV +11mV -9mV
Input Loading 40kohm (CD)/40kohm (VDP)
Serial Number $235-01182

*Centre/rear levels set to 0dB

Implementation, as they say, is everything. In this
instance, the spillover from surround-to-front (-19dB)
and centre (-28dB) channels is surprisingly poor for the
YSS215 processor. Fortunately, its subjective influence
is far less damaging than, say, spillover from front-to-
surround where the AVR-30 is well protected.

Otherwise, the AVR-30 enjoys a low 0.08 per cent
total harmonic distortion on the surround channel
which, incidentally, is wired in anti-phase to the front.
Power output enjoys a healthy +2.1dB boost into low
(4ohm) loads but the high unwanted noise figure
(-47dBV) suggests a rogue mains transformer, especially
as a second sample was free of hum harmonics to
-70dBV.

Harman Kardon AVR-30

VERDICT

Q Excellent control over movement and positioning
N/ of effects; includes 16 preset AM/FM tuner.
A D X
( ) Limited DSP flexibility for the money; no S-type
\v/ video connections.
AR
(») £999.99
SOUND VALUE FOR
QUALITY MONEY
EEENE(C EERECO
Conclusion

This amplifier prompted an enthusiastic response
from our listeners. Its clear diction and rail-like
steering of effects held us completely enthralled
from film to film. And this — lest we forget — is
what home cinema is all about. So, assuming the
poor front signal to noise figure is simply a rare
sample fault, the cut-price AVR-30 comes strongly
Recommended.

Harman Audio, Unit 2, Borehamwood Industrial
Park, Rowley Lane, Borehamwood, Herts WD 6 5PZ.
@ 081-207 5050
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Good bass and treble extension on the
front and centre channels.
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Intermodulation distortion not dissimilar
to the Pioneer VSA-D802S.
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The 44.1kHz sampling frequency is
betrayed by strong V-shaped images.
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ing of the cabinet structure.

This is damped internally
with copper and lead. A silk
dome tweeter with its own

solid maple acoustic chamber
is integrated with a highly lin-
ear mid-bass driver to
produce a musical instrument
with exceptional extension
and dynamics but which
retains a uniquely passionate
timbre—sweet and accurate.
A musical monitor so rare is
destined for the discerning.
The first pair is installed in
the Violin Hall in Cremona
to replay the sounds of the
Amati, Stradivari and

Guarneri instruments in thal

collection. Pairs 2 and 3 are
to be presented to the interna-

tionally renowned violinists

Rosario Morra

Salvatore Accardo and Uto
Ughi.

Please contact Absolute
Sonus Faber has created a

Sounds in the first inslance
masterpiece. The Guarneri

for personal dealer referral to
Homage is a unique lute- . . . .
= ! Sonus Faber’s unique acoustic monitor dedicated to the memory

shaped loudspeaker with the of Master Violin Maker Giuseppe Guarneri del Gesit (1698—1744)

strong tonal personality of a

discover the truth and beauty
of a real musical instrument.

. Ao Details of the complete
Guarneri violin.

Sonus Faber range—includ-
Giuseppe Guarneri del

ing the celebrated Extrema,

the £898 Minuetto, the

Gesu was a master violin
maker in Cremona, ltaly,

Minima Amator. Electa
. o
making a mere 150 instru-

S . and Amator loudspeakers
ments. His violins and violas

) and the Quid integrated
were intensely sculpted

amplifier are available on

acoustic masterpieces charac-
request.

terised by their unique ability

to combine tonal strength and
body with sweetness. Sonus
Faber has followed the path
of this overriding passion for
tonal character in researching
its fabulous Guarneri
Homage. Each cabinel com-
prises 42 handsawn pieces of
solid wood bonded using
organic glues and heat in the
manner of the great violin
masters. Ten coats of natural

\"dl'llish gi\'f‘ an unsurpassell

Sonus faber:

{inish. Mature walnut, maple .
Absolute Sounds

38 Durham Road - London SW20 0DE
Telephone 081-947 5047
Facsimile 081-879 7962

and lime woods are chosen for
their differing strengths and

densities permitting fine tun-



AV AMPLIFIERS

AV amplifiers:

conclusions, best buys and recommendations

nevitably, there is a

learning curve associated

with every new product

category and AV amplifi-
ers are no exception. In fact,
the complexity of their multi-
channel operation and various
soundfield options quickly
steepens this curve into a
learning cliff.

So, having just scrambled
over the brow of the AV
precipice [ can report several
very reliable correlations. The
first concerns amplifier
quality, which seems more
important than the choice of
Pro-Logic decoder or DSP
chip. Basically, any amplifier
that sucks with stereo music
also tends to bomb-out in
multi-channel surround mode.

Power output matching
between channels is also very
important. Ideally, all four left
and right front, centre and
mono surround amplifiers
should be matched in an effort
to create a balanced output
from all channels.

In this test, the Philips
FR940, Sherwood RV-6010R
and, to a degree, the Marantz
PM-700AV all possess an
imbalance in output from
front to centre and not one
seemed capable of sustaining
a believable 3D soundfield.

A product carrying the Best Buy swing tag is significantly
better than the alternatives in its price band. It is of
excellent quality and very good value for money. Watch
out for this logo, it is your guarantee of quality.

Recommended products are also very good, but not
quite in the same league as Best Buys. Despite being
runners up, they are definitely worth considering, as
they may prove to be more compatible when assem-

bling a first class system.

Swing tags
Products that make the grade are awarded Hi-F Choice’s
unique Best Buy or Recommended accolades. This sets them
apart as being capable of a higher standard of fidelity than
average, at a particular price point.

Having found the
secret to great home
cinema sound, Paul

Miller unveils the

cream of this year's AV
amplifier crop.

Pioneer’s VSA-D802S
avoids any such mismatch yet
the inherent sound quality of
its various amp blocks was
equally uninspiring, whatever
the mode selected.

Even Kenwood’s KA-V8500
tended to shy away from
heavily-produced material,
sounding a little boring into
the bargain. But with its vast
range of onboard digital
trickery, witholding a Recom-
mendation would be churlish.

In a similar way, Yamaha's
DSP-A2070 is exhaustively
equipped with user-modifi-
able DSP soundfields and it’s
these gadgets, rather than the
uncompelling sound of the
basic amplifier, that ensures
our Recommendation for a

sophisticated package.

By contrast, the AVR-30
from Harman Kardon relies
on a fairly basic Dolby

BEST BUYS

Vv

Denon AVC-3530, £999.99. A true |

heavyweight with a richly detailed | and involving performance from a

soundand versatile featuresto match.

modestly-priced package.

RECOMMENDEDS

/

Harman Kardon AVR-30, £999.99.
Limited surround options are offset
by a very secure sound.

Processor and DSP package.
Nevertheless, it’s the quality
of the four amps, ensuring
good sound in either two-
channel stereo or four-channel
mode, which carries the day.

Equally straightforward,
but significantly cheaper, is
Technics” Best Buy SA-GX550.
Identical front, centre and
surround channels maintain a
very clean, controlled and
sure-footed sound, dredging
up subtle ambient clues that
make the Dolby Surround
experience well worth the
effort of extra wires and
speakers. And any sins are
simply those of scale rather
than omission.

Which is where the Denon
AV(C-3530 comes into its own,

Kenwood KA-V8500, £699.95. Can
sound a tad forced and immediate
but is remarkably well-equipped.

Yamaha DSP-A2070, £1,099.95. The
ultimate in AV flexibility with full
manual control provided over every

| conceivable soundfield.

the only product in our survey
to combine great sound
quality, gripping soundfield
effects and a generous helping
of DSP trickery. Where the
Technics is even-handed and
transparent, the Denon is
ruddier, more powerful and
— in terms of special effects —
consistently more impressive.
Overcoming the conspicu-
ously bright and thin balance
of many movie soundtracks
without muddying the natural
sound of music CDs, for
example, is a tricky business.
But it’s here that Denon is
arguably most successful,
earning the AVC-3530 a
transient Best Buy in what is
an ever-changing and rapidly
developing marketplace.
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CORDLESS HEADPHONES

No strin
attached

Alvin Gold takes to the air in order to put three of the latest
nfra-red cordless headphones through their paces.

Bever IRH790 ¢

Koss JCK/200-S @ Vivanco IR9001S

Infra-red remote control headphones form
an almost microscopic part of the
headphone market, but the few leading
models, represented in this test by de-
signs from Beyer, Vivanco and Koss, have
been attracting increasing interest.

For genuine couch potatoes, cordless
headphones probably offer no real
benefits and suffer the traditional
problems of the breed — erratic signal
reception, audible background noise and
so forth. But for those who don’t like
being rooted toasingle spot when listen-
ing, the story may be a very different
one as the freedom from trailing wires
can come as a blessing.

Construction
BEYER mmmEO
Koss EERECD

VIVANCOR B E B [

Our three models hold few
surprises. They all come with
infra-red transmitters,

whichcanbesatonacon-
venient shelf overlooking

the room, and which con-
nect to the hi-fi, TV or VCR
through a long wire terminated in a
choice of 3.5 and 6.3mm jacks. Each make
allows additional infra-red transmitters
to be added for use in other rooms. Cord-
less components apart, the headsets are
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standard in design, with simple fixed
headbands. Ear cushions can be detached
for cleaning or replacement. Each head
set is designed to use batteries which fit
inside the unit itself— two MN1500 (AA
size) for the Beyer and the Vivanco, and a
single MN1604 (PP3 size) in the case of
the Koss.

The Vivanco and Beyer look astonish-
ingly similar and although close exami-
nation shows that most of the mouldings
and fittings do differ in detail, some un-

derlyingsimilarities are unmistakable.

The two transmitters, for example
have different bases and fronts,
but identical back mouldings and
socketry. It turns out that they will
each drive the other headphone sat-
isfactorily. There are differences,
however, as the Beyer power
supply is a 13A plug top
device whereas the
Vivanco, though also sup-
plied as a plug top, is the
two pin shaving type. It's a
220V unit too, which may
be within tolerances, but is
certainly not desirable.
On questioning, it turns out that
both manufacturers draw on the same
source for the transmitter, receiver and
external parts. I am assured, however,
that the transducers buried inside are
proprietary, despite the fact that they look
very similar.

~

'”lllllllll/

All three models are fitted with on/off
switches plus LED power indicators, vol-
ume controls and stereo/mono switch-
ing. The two German models allow the
left or right signals to be fed to both
earpieces, which has a possible applica-
tion with multi-lingual films where two
languages are carried on separate chan-
nels. This could be a distinct advantage
for the satellite TV enthusiast in search of
foreign film or sport channels.



Comfort

BEYER mmEmROO
Koss EEEER(]
VivaNcOm B B (0 [

There is nothing to choose between the
Beyerand Vivanco—the Vivanco’swider
headband is not an issue here. They both
fit snugly if a little firmly around the
head, the ear cushions bearing directly on

the ears. As they are fairly heavy (inevita-
ble with cordless designs), they will tend
to drop off when moving around vigor-
ously. Although comfortable in the short
term, fatigue set in after a while.

The rather awkward looking Koss
turns out to be the most comfortable of
the three. Inwards pressure on the ears is
low, while good weight distribution and
careful shaping of the ear cushions keep
the Koss stable and comfortable. The ears

Who needs them?

Infra-red headphones should be of interest
to anyone who likes to listen while they
carry out other activities, and don’t like to
do so using speakers, perhaps because
others within earshot don’t want to be

| disturbed. In short, they are a natural for

those who listen while they work but
never get a chance to sit down. The lack of
cables strung between the listener and the

s audio system means there are fewer

hazards, especially where young children

are playing. Similarly, in a busy professional
environment, cordless headphones can be
helpful in reducing clutter, and allow
greater freedom of movement.

can breathe more easily too. Long-term
wearability is ahead of its rivals.

Sound quality

BEYeER mmmOO
Koss ERO0O0
ViVvANCOmR E B B O

Unfortunately for Koss, sound quality
didn’t match comfort. Tonal colours were
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CORDLESS
HEADPHONES

dark, and most music was reproduced
with a curiously distant feel. The bass
was reasonably well extended, but had a
leaden quality, less boomy than simply
smeared. Orchestral bass passages were
slurredand uneven, and it proved difficult
to pick out individual instruments when
more than a few were playing together.

The higher frequencies were marred
by some high Q (sharp, narrow band)
resonances, which were heard as a thin,
rasping quality with femalevocals, strings
and other instruments rich in upper fre-
quency harmonics. Almost subliminally
perceived behind the music was a quality
reminiscent of holding a conch to the ear,
which tended to confirm that structural
problems in the earpiece design were
largely to blame for these findings.

It’s not all bad news, however, as the
Koss wasamore dynamic performer than
the other two. It went loud cleanly as the
music dictated, and on a couple of occa-
sions | found myself snatching the head-
phones off my head in surprise. By
contrast, the other two were rather lazy in
their response to dynamic changes. The
overall feeling was of restraint and mild
compression. It was as if the music (or
whatever) wasbeing squeezed into arela-
tively narrow volume band. At the same
time, neither of these models could play
as loud as the Koss, though the compres-
sion described was obviousatlow as well
as high volume settings.

This justabout covers the down side of
the Beyer and Vivanco. Both were warm,
lively and comparatively uncoloured de-
signs by Koss standards. While not the
last word in high fidelity — sheer com-
plexityensured they could nothope -
to perform as well as comparably
priced wired headphones — on
the whole they sounded transpar-
ent and clean.

Differencesbetween the Beyer
and the Vivanco are
intriguing. Their
physical similarity
had led me to
anticipate
that they
mightsound
the same.

They don't, R
though a com- x
mon  heritage shows in their
modest coloration signatures.
Firstimpressions were thatthe Vivanco
was less couth and had a greater mid/
treble ‘zinginess’ than the Beyer,butmore
extended listening confirmed that the
Vivanco was the more revealing of the

two, which led it into trouble with certain

We are used to the
dea that infra-red
beams can carry
- useful information,
¢ by their use in
remote controls.
74 Infra-red is simply

" / the name given to
the part of the electromagnetic spectrum
(which includes radio waves) near the visible
spectrum, but with wavelengths too long to be
visible. Technically, it is not a difficult matter to
modulate an infra-red beam with high
frequency carriers, 2.3/2.8MHz for the Beyer
and Vivanco and 95kHz/250kHz for the Koss,
and in turn to frequency modulate these
carriers with the music.

FM modulation for headphones has similar
properties to FM radio, one of which is called
limiting, which results in a volume level
independent of the strength of the signal
received. The level limits with a very low
voltage input signal. Stronger signals result in
improved signal to noise (that is, background
hiss), up to the limits set by the receiver and
transmitter. FM also means strong immunity to
normal sources of electrical interference, since
the receiver is relatively insensitive to AM
signals, if it has been properly designed.

types of music, and which meant that the
inherent limitations of the headphones
themselves were sometimes more appar-
ent. The Vivanco was more open and
spacious sounding, contrasting with the
Beyers’ smoother, more constrained qual-
ity, and it was the Vivanco that had the
greater vitality.

Understand thatthese differences were
minor compared to the gulf that sepa-
rated them both from the Koss. At the
same time, it would be wrong to suggest
that the differences were subtle or diffi-
cult to identify.

Background noise levels on all three
models was not great, though it was the
Koss that proved the most obtrusive of

the three. This was in part because the
noise had a coloured quality, shaped by
enclosure resonances, and partly because
it was susceptible to hum and impulsive
spits of interference from other electrical
equipment in the vicinity.

A Value for money

BEYER EEEROD
Koss ERC0O0
VIVANCO EmEEEC

Here is the clincher. The Koss will cost
you around £175, and the Beyer just
undercuts the Koss, at a few pence short
of £170. The Vivanco, however, weighsin
at only £119.95. For those not schooled in
simple arithmetic, that represents a
saving of about £50, which is consider-
ably better than a slapround the face with

How they work

The disadvantage of infra-red is that it
works in line of sight only. It won’t work
around corners (the Koss produces masses
of hiss when signals are lost, and the other
two simply mute), and there will be ‘blind’
spots even in the same room where the
transmitter beam doesn’t reach, or where
there is destructive interference between
the transmitter beam and its reflections.

Infra-red headphones have one or more
receivers on the headset itself. The Koss has
a single receiver perched on top of the
headband, where it is least likely to be
occluded by the head. The Beyer and
Vivanco, on the other hand, have transmit-
ters on each earpiece, which should mean
that one receiver is always in the line of
sight. In practice, the second method does
seem to give
more
reliable
results.
The
transmit-
ter is
mains powered
and can be placed
anywhere, but ideally high
up to avoid obstructions.

&

a damp halibut.
The final ranking order is, therefore,
not hard to work out. The Vivanco wins
overall, not for sound quality (where it
trades points with the Beyer, and doesn’t
always end up sounding superior), but
simply due to its bargain basement pric-
ing. The Beyer trails some distance be-
hind, though its smoother and gentler
sound might appeal to some. Finally, the
Koss loses out on sound and reception
quality. The only area in which it had an
undisputed lead was comfort.

Beyer Dynamic (GB) Ltd, Unit 14, Cliffe Ind
Estate, Lewes, Sussex BN8 6]L.
= (0273) 471825

Koss, HW International, 3-5 Eden Grove,
London N7 SEQ.
= 071-607 2717

Vivanco UK Ltd, Unit C, Boundary Way,
Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7SS.
= (0442) 231616

Bever IRH790
[ I B Emim

Koss JCK/200-S
BEROOO
Vivanco IR9001S
EEEERO
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AVON

36 Druid Hill

V'AU Dlo Stoke Bishop

Tel: 0272 686005 Bristol BS9 1EJ

ATC, AVI, Acoustic Energy, Audio Innovations,
Audio Technica, AMC, Analogue Electronics,
Cadence Valve, Chord AMPS, Exposure,

Goldring, Jamo, LFD, Lyra, Ortofon,
Pink Triangle, Ruark, Michell, REL, Sansui,
SME (inc. 20A), Sonic Link, Stax, Sumiko,

Townsend, Wadia.

Demos by appointment only. Home trial facilities.
Free installations. Servicing facilities.
We are not a shop.

BERKSHIRE

BasB Hi-Fi

Berkshire's Leading Specialist

Aiwa, Akai, Alphason, Aura, Bang & Olufsen, Beyer, Bose,
B+W, Canon, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Dynaudio,
Heco, Heybrook, Infidelity, Jamo, JPW, JVC, Kef, Kenwood,
Marantz, Mission, Mitsubishi, Monitor Audio, Mordaunt/Short,
NAD, Nakamichi, Panasonic, Path, Philips, Pioneer, Project,

QED, Quad, Rogers, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target,
Technics, TDK, Thorens, Wessex, Wharfedale, Yamaha.

Ask about FREE delivery & FREE installation

11-12 Market Place, Reading* Tel: 0734 583730
18 King Street, Maidenhead* Tel: 0628 73420
Princess Square, Bracknell* Tel: 0344 424556
4 Priory Road, High Wycombe Tel: 0494 535910
62 North Brook Street, Newbury Tel: 0635 32474
12a Park Square, Luton* Tel: 0582 459915

*DEMONSTRATION ROOMS

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

Hagzlemere Audio
CONSULTANTS

Qur aim is to help music lovers get as close to the sound of
. the live performance as possible for the money
they want to spend.

We only see customers by appointment, to
# ensure You get our complete attention.

To discuss how we can improve vour
enjoyment of music call us on

High Wycombe 04()4 4378()2

ARTAUDIO, BENZ,CONRAD JOHNSON, DYNAUDIO. KUZMA LUMLEY.
MICROMEGA, RESTEK. $.D. ACOUSTICS. WILSON BENESCH

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Chew & Osborne

(&

Akai » Alphason + Arcam® « B&W « Bang & Olufsen * Bose + Celestion *
Dual « Harman Kardon « Kenwood * Quad* « Marantz « Mordaunt-Short ¢
NAD ¢ Nakamichi* « Pioneer « Ruark * Sony « Wharfedale * Yamaha ¢
* Epping and Saffron Walden only
148 HIGH STREET « EPPING « TEL: (0992) 574242
26 KING STREET « SAFFRON WALDEN « ESSEX « TEL: (0799) 523728
70 SOUTH STREET BISHOP'S STORTFORD « HERTS « TEL: (0279) 636401

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

University Audio

CAMBRIDGESHIRE’S
PREMIER DEALER

1 & 2 PEAS HILL
CAMBRIDGE CB2 3PP
TEL: 0223 354237 FAX: 0223 322079

CHESHIRE

C.F. LAKE

FOR BETTER HI-FI
IN THE THAMES VALLEY
Agents for:
TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL,
NAKAMICHI, B&W, MORDAUNT SHORT,
SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, PHILIPS,
AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINITY
FREE DELIVERY ¢« DEM ROOMS AT*
252/254 High Street, Slough SL1 1BN (0753) 538288"
117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN  (0494) 528605*
9 Market Street, Aylesbury HP20 2PN (0296) 25119*
11 West Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF (0628) 483555
83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1JX (0628) 778611
20 Chequer Street, St. Albans, Herts AL1 3YD (0727) 834046*

H.C. WHEATLANDS
85-89 Chiswick High Road, London W4 2EF

(081) 994 2464

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

ARCAM ¢ MERIDIAN ¢ MISSION o
CYRUS ¢ AUDIOCAB * B& \V o
NAKAMICHI ¢ AURA * DENON o
QUAD » YAMAHA
KEF « MARANTZ

ROKSAN ¢ NAD « MF ¢ ATWA o
DUAL e CELESTION e ROGERS
AUDIOQUEST ¢ TECHNICS e

\\E\T STREET » ALDERLEY EDGE » PLUS HOME CINEMA
"HESHIRE e TEL 0625 582704

EST FREE CREDIT » DISCOUNT CD & TAPE « BADA
CUMBRIA
LEADING
HI-FI
SPECIALIST

Demos and Part Exchange Welcome
6 ABBEY STREET, CARLISLE 46756

Hutchinsons
TV o VIDEO o HI-FI
295 High Street, Cheltenham GL50 3HL
Telephone: 0242 573 012
AIWA, CELESTION, DUAL, KENWOOD,
MARANTZ, PIONEER, SENNHEISER,
TECHNICS, WHARFDALE.
FREE INSTALLATION SERVICE Deprt

HAMPSHIRE

MANA « CASTLE « ALCHEMIST + ALBARRY ¢« AUDIO INNOVATIONS

AUDIO GALLER

NR PETERSFIELD -“;‘u’& HAMPSHIRE

DYNAUD! s’ J ING
g
2% ‘
HOME DEM

AUDIO SYNTHESIS
ACOUSTIC ENERGY

Vda viavm

=
=
=
%
z
e
e
=
=

+ JPW

VRDS 10, IMPULSE. AUDIONOTE + AV

0730 - 895194

VALVE SPECIALISTS ON A SUPERIOR LEVEL

* PROAC
ADOTONHOIL d4NL

AMC

AUDIO ALCHEMY « TEAC « NAD « TRIPOD + ALPHASON « PIONEER « DENON

4 : N\

Main agents for

o F* " So
B < . .
> % Mncum audio

. > | v/ 0% Interest Free Credit
ko) » | ¥/ Three year guarantee
°, & | v Home trial
208 - o™ / All Hi-Fi installed in home

/ Friendly ordinary guys

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE’S
PREMIER HI-Fl DEALER
Arcam, Denon, Linn Products, Naim Audio,

Meridian, Rotel, Yamaha, NAD, Quad, Tripod,
Nakamichi, Rega, Creek, Epos, Mordaunt Short,
Celestion, Marantz, Mission, Cyrus, etc . . .
65 Castle Street, High Wycombe,
Buckinghamshire.

Open Monday — Saturday

0494 531682 / 464670

EDINBURGH

RUSS ANDREWS HI- FI

34 Northumberland Street, Edinburgh.
Telephone: 031 557 1672
Linn. Naim. Rega. Arcam. Rotel. Marantz,
Nakamichi, Quad. Creek. Yamaha.

Demonstrations.

z@mn  Open 10.5.30. Mon-Fri. 10-5pm Sat.

B4

\_7 Kingsgate Ctr, St Mary's St, Southampton 0703 233323j

HERTFORDSHIRE

SYSTEMDEK ¢ HEYBROOK
KA

- SATURDAY 10-6
95 WHITECROSS ROAD, HEREFORD,
HR4 ODG. TELEPHONE 0432 355081
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HERTFORDSHIRE

Aiwa, Arcam, Aura, Bose, B&W, Canon, Cerwin Vega,
Denon, Jamo, JPW, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission,
NAD, Philips, Pioneer, Rogers, Rotel, Sennheiser,

Tannoy, Target, Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale.

0% CREDIT AVAILABLE « FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
12 YEARS SOUND ADVICE LASERDISC

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
WATFORD (0923) 226 169
15 CHARTER PLACE, HIGH STREET, WATFORD

HIGHLANDS

KENT

KIMBERLEY HI FI

A Sound Investment
SEPERATE DEMONSTRATION ROOM
BRANDS STOCKED: DENON TECHNICS KENWOOD AIWA NAD DUAL
WHAFEDALE MISSION MARANTZ SPKS TANNOY CASTLE MONITOR

AUDIO HECO JAMO CERWIN VEGA CELESTION ROTEL
SOUTH LONDON’S AND NORTH KENT ONLY
LARGE RANGE OF ICE INC PIONEER, PANASONIC & JVC. KENWOOD. ETC
193 BROADWAY, BEXLEYHEATH, KENT
Telephone: 081 304 3272

LONDON

a4, ZEBRA

081 688 2093/2491
18 BRIGHTON ROAD
SOUTH CROYDON

% .
= Station

* MISSION » DENON « ROTEL « PIONEER * SONY « KEF +
* TEAC » WHARFEDALE « CELESTION - JAMO -
LISTENING FACILITIES AVAILABLE
FOR ALL THE BEST IN HI-FI
Contact:

THE MUSIC STATION
49 Church Street, Inverness. Tel: (0463) 225523

@ ELECTRICAL ]
AR
SALES & SERVICE JVC AKAI

plus many more . . .

BRANCHES AT
138 Pelham Rd,
Gravesend, Kent
Tel: (0474) 326600
(0474) 569601

The Broadway,

Bexelyheath, Kent.
Tel: (081) 298 7880.
Fax: (0474) 535 937

HUMBERSIDE

Lend us your ears and
we'll blow your mind ...

Audio Innovations, B & W, Celestion, Cyrus,
Denon, Inca Tech, Kenwood, Kef, Marantz,
Michell, Mission, Meridian, Mordaunt-Short,
NAD, Nakamichi, Philips, Pioneer, Panasonic,
Quad, Revox, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Technics
and more.

Audition the very best at South Humberside's
premier Hi-Fi dealer. ..

ANDERS

I-FI LTDD.

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.)
GRIMSBY. TEL: (0472) 351391

IRELAND

We Never Compromise On Quality
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55 Main St Blackrock Co Dublin Tel 2889449/2888477
Fax 2834887 - Open Tue/Sat 10am-6pm. Thur/Fri 'till 9pm
Closed Monday

LANCASHIRE

PRINTERS
PLEASE STRIP IN THE
NEW MONITOR SOUND

ADVERT SUPPLIED
FOR LAST ISSUE.
SORRY, DIDN'T HAVE TIME TO SET IT.

LEICESTERSHIRE

SOUND ADVICE

THE MIDLANDS LEADING
BRITISH EQUIPMENT
SPECIALISTS,

FOR OVER A DECADE

NAIM ¢ LINN « MICROMEGA + MISSION
CYRUS « ROYD AUDIO * REVOX
* SENNHEISER * ROTEL * YAMAHA
* NAKAMICHI ¢« EPOS ¢ CREEK ¢ REGA * JPW
¢ ARCAM ¢« MERIDION * MORDAUNT-SHORT

EXCLUSIVE REGA AGENT:
LEICESTERSHIRE & NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

TEL LOUGHBOROUGH : 0509 218254

WELCOME TO LONDON'S MOST
EXCITING SPECIALIST Hi-Fi STORE

5000' of basement showrooms with 8 Listening Rooms

Open until Worldwide
7pm every Personal
weekday Exports
A BADA Audiophile
Bonded Recommended
Store Dealer

227 TOTTENHAM COURT RD., LONDON W1P OHX
Tel, Help Line 071 580 3535 - 24 Hour Fax 071 436 4733

MANCHESTER

HI Fl CHOICE

your No. 1 guide
to buying Hl Fi

@ntral

30-32 SHUDEHILL MANCHESTER

MUEZ Pire ' riC e ThuRS & Fri

STOCKISTS OF: AIWA, BEYER, BOSE, B&W,
CERWIN-VEGA!, CANON, J.B.L., KENWOOD,
MARANTZ, MISSION, PANASONIC, PIONEER,
SENNHEISER, SONY, TECHNICS, THORENS,
WHARFEDALE, ETC. Call us if it's not listed above.

EASY PARKING CALL FOR DIRECTIONS

CALL US NOW WE’LL BE PLEASED TO HELP

061 834 6700

WEST MIDLANDS

EXCLUSIVE HI-FIFOR THE
MORE DISCERNING LISTENER

udio equipment from leading and
specialist brands on two floors for you
to listen and choose from. Expert
advice, cable dressing and free install-
ation is what make Sound Academy the
Midland’s most exclusive Hi-Fi studio.
* 3 DEMONSTRATION ROOMS *
U Home Cinema, in-store Demonstration Theatre

Evening demonstrations by appointment
Home Trials

< Enquiries welcome for interest free credit (APR 0%)
MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE
In-house service department

Sharing the ASDA carpark with free parking, off
High Street Bloxwich nr Walsall, West Midlands
EST 1981 (M6 Junction 10 & 11)

(0922) 493499 OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK IAM-6PM oy
(0922) 473499 Late Night Friday s

ACOUSTIC ENERGY * ALEMA + ARCAM * AUDIOLAB * APOLLO * A.T * AUDIO ALCHEMY
AUDIO QUEST * B&W + BOSE * BEYER * CABLE TALK * CHORD * CYRUS * CELESTION
DPA + EPSO * EXPOSURE * INFINITY » JPW * KEFF * REFERENCE * KENWOOD * MARANTZ
MICHELL » MONITOR AUDIO » MONSTER » MORDAUNT SHORT * MERIDIAN * MICROMEGA
MISSION * MOTH * MUSICAL FIDELITY * NAKAMICHI » ORTOFON * PROJECT * QUAD
ROKSAN * ROGERS * ROTEL * SENNHEISER * SONY * SPENDOR * SUMIKO * SYSTEM DEK
TARGET ¢ TDL * THORENS * TRIANGLE * TUBE TECHNOLOGY * VAN DEN HUL
VANDERSTEEN * YAMAHA * YBA
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WEST MIDLANDS

Wide range of classical CDs in stock

THE AUDIO SPECIALISTS
for the most exciting range of equipment available in the Midlands which includes:

Aiwa, Alphason, Apollo, Arcam, Audiolab, Audioquest, Audio-Technica, B&W, Bever, Canon, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Deltec, Denon, Dual, Epos, Exposure,
Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Infinity, KEF, Luxman, Marantz, Meridian, Michaelson Audio, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, Monster, Mordaunt Short,
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Panasonic, Pink Triangle, Pro-Ac, Revolver, Revox, Rogers, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sansui, Sehnheiser, Shure, SME, Stritwire,
Systemdek, Target, Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale, Yamaha, etc.

2

HI-F1

Full servicing facilities available

INTEREST FREE
(for Limited Period) APR 0%. Written details
on request. Licensed Credit Broker.
ACCESS » SWITCH

VISA «

351 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, BIRMINGHAM B17 8DL.
TEL: 021-429 2811 FAX: 021-434 3298
156-157 LOWER HIGH STREET, STOURBRIDGE, WEST MIDLANDS
TEL: 0384-444184

OPENING TIMES
Tues-Thurs 10.30-6.00
Friday 10.30-8.00 Saturday 10.30-5.00
D ions by Appoil

Norman H. Field #-7¢

Consultants for Home High Fidelity

HMB&W B Thorens

B Denon M Tannoy NAD
B Castle B Yamaha

M Dual M Kenwood

W Mordaunt-Short

M Technics

Two-year guarantee
Private Listening Rooms

SPECIALISING IN BUILDING TRUE HIGH FIDELITY
SYSTEMS BASED AROUND VALVE AMPLIFICATION
AGENTS FOR: Audion, Audio Innovations, Audio Note,
Impulse, K.A.L., Townsend, Micromega, Ortofon, Triangle,
Voyd, Stax, Harmon-Kardon, Edison, EImdon, Sumiko,
Appolo, Sovtek Dynavector, Perecption, etc.
Vintage: Leak, Quad, Radford, Croft, etc.
Always wanted: Valves, equipment, literature, LP’s.
Part Exchange Welcome ® Home Demonstrations Available

Telephone: (021) 722 2317

Flexible Hours 7 days a week

HURST STREET OXFORD
BIRMINGHAM B5 4BJ
Telephone: 021-622 2323
o ve ¢ € uvr e
arcam meridian
NORFOLK cyrus mission
denon naim audio
epos nakamichi
heybrook quad
nslceh(())lo‘} %c()l:]%ol linn products yamaha
Bracon Ash
3 Church Lane, Banbury,
Norfolk '
Tel: (0558) 70829 (0295) 272158

Basically Sound of Norfolk

Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, Creek, Denon, Epos,

Heybrook, Linn, Naim, Nakamichi, Rega, and others.

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

NOTTINGHAM
ANALOGUE m
STUDION. X

Here we can offer you what we consider the
ultimate in domestic musical reproduction.

CROFT ¢ ALBANY ¢ EAR ¢ TUBE TECHNOLOGY  MENTOR * ETC

0773 762947

DEFINITIVE AUDIO

As importer of the excellent Horning loudspeakers, and
distributor of the remarkable living voice 'Air Partner'
loudspeaker system, Definitive Audio will introduce you to a
range of carefully selected products in an informal and realistic
domestic environment. Having clearly identified your needs and
experienced a coherent heirarchy of components, you will be
able to make an informed, educated choice.

Definitive Audio is a specialist, appointment only service.

Mon - Sat 9.30 - 8.00  Telephone/Fax: (0602) 813562

THE HI-FI AND A
SPECIA

AUDIO TECHNICA, DELTEC, DENON, DUAL, INFINITY,
KENWOOD, MARANTZ, MORDAUNT SHORT, MUSICAL
FIDELITY, MONITOR AUDIO, ORTOFON, PIONEER,
PROAC, QED, ROTEL, SONY, E S, TANNOY, TARGET,
TEAC, THORENS, TOWNSHEND, WHARFEDALE, ETC.

2 Demonstration Rooms, Free Parking,
Free installation, Repairs, Credit Available.

SHROPSHIRE HI-FI ST. MICHAEL’S STREET,
SHREWSBURY 0743 232065
SMC GROUP

SUFFOLK

00y _[Hompeon

HOME HI-FI e CAR HI-FI e VIDEO
KENWOOD + DENON « NAD « AKAI « CELESTION « JPW « ROGERS
St John's House (next to library)

St John's Street Bury St Edmunds Suffolk IP3315Q

@©:i/0180/

SUSSEX

WORTHING AUDIO

20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex. BNI1 1UA Tel: (0903) 212133

|
|
The friendly shop with the best sound syvstems in the South. |
Friendly advice « 3 yr guarantees « easy parking
Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm
Agenicies include: Arcam, Exposure. JPW, Naim Audio,

Marantz, Orelle. Origin Live, Ruark. Audio Technica.
Target. TDL. Tripod. and many more.

WEST SUSSEX

THE SOUTH'S LEADING HI-FI SPECIALISTS

Listening Rooms + Dedicated 'Home Cinema' Demonstration Room

ADCOM + ARCAM « B&W-MATRIX « CASTLE « CELESTION « CREEK ¢
DENON « HEYBROOK ¢« KEF « REFERENCE « KENWOOD « LEXICON «
MARANTZ « MERIDIAN « MONITOR AUDIO « MUSICAL FIDELITY «
NAD * NAKAMICHI » SHEARNE « SPENDOR « TANNOY « THORENS ¢
YAMAHA - including all 'Home Cinema’ products

215 TARRING ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX BN11 4HW
TELEPHONE: (0903) 245577

NORTH WALES

ELECTRO-TRADER HI-FI

Phone John Hodkinson for expert advice,
personal service & keen prices
PRODUCT LIST:

ROTEL. YAMAHA. NAD, TEAC. HARMAN

KARDON. MICHI, ALPHASON. AR. HECO.
HEYBROOK. INFINITY. JBL. KEF, TANNOY,
RUARK.MUSICAL FIDELITY & MORE!

19 COLWYN CRESCENT, RHOS-ON-SEA,
COLWYN BAY, NORTH WALES.
PHONE: 0492 548932

ACTON GATE AUDIO

THE HI-FI CENTRE IN
WREXHAM
Albarry, Aiwa, ARCAM, Audio Technica, B&W, Cambridge,
Celestion, Cyrus, Hafler, Marantz, Michell, Mission,Muscial
Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Ortofon, Proton, Quad, Radford,
Rega, Rogers, Rotel, Ruark, Sansui, Spendor, Teac,
Tannoy, Thorens, UKD, Wharfedale, Yamaha, etc .
4 RUABON ROAD, WREXHAM
TEL: 0978 364500

YORKSHIRE

Moorgate Acoustics Hi-Fi

B e

Frustrated and confused?

Call in and get some help and advice from a company
that cares enough abouts its customers to put them first.
184 Fitzwilliam St., Sheffield. Tel: (0742) 756048
8 Westgate Chambers, Rotherham. Tel: (0709) 370666




Dealer Guide

YORKSHIRE
AHA
AIM REGA ARCA oN YAMA ’
L'%NmLAB CASTLE H'é‘ QUAD }?E‘E\KAMI c‘ ( Brighouse ) Ltd Book your
MARANTZ KEF TARGET ACOUST \C ENERG YORKETINE S EXFERTS FORTECHNICS & PANASONIC

SPECIALIST MAIN AGENTS - SALES - SERVICE a d ve rtl sement | n

CS R .
THE LARGEST RANGE OF TECHNICS HI-FI SYSTEMS, H |- F | C h olce. C a | |

CD PLAYERS & SEPARATES IN YORKSHIRE

- CAM TV, SATELLITE & AUDIO
—VHS VIDEQ & CAMCORDERS--
HOME OFFICE COMMUNICATIONS E m m a S h e rr
WIDESCREEN TV & VIDEO———— y
CD-INTERACTIVE & LASER DISC PLAYERS

=== SﬂUND;STY[E YAMAHA o oot inndto av cenrre on (O 7 1 ) 6 3 ]

CASTLE, MORDAUNT-SHORT, BOSE, TDL, CERWIN-VEGA & AIWA HI-FI
THE HI-FI EXPERTS Comprehensive in-store after sales support.

SR = (0484) 713996 1433 ext 7643

81 Nether Hall Road Doncaster DN1 2QA 1 Mile From Junction 25, M62
tel 0302 321421 5, BETHEL ST. BRIGHOUSE, W.YORKS. HD6 1JR

hi lit ment at ibl 4
Quality eqmp ent at sensible prlces
Exposure XIV + IX pro............. asnew........£1495  Stax ELS83........ccccccceceeee.Mint s/ Meridian 606 dac ......................mint s/h .. ...£595
Denon POA 6600 A monoblocks as new Apogee Scintilla..........cccc.. co..mint sh ... Michell Syncro/RBBOO mint S/ €325
Lumley Ref 120.........cccccooeveeemint s/h. Martin Logan Quest ...............mint s/h......... Piere Lurne J1/SL5........ ..£1895
Audio Research D125, ..mint s/h. Acoustic Energy AEl + stnds .....mints/h........... ,

Beard BB100 ..........cccccoo.. .asnew ... Audio Statics ES 200...................as new. AL T TR L | e 5550
NRG 201 ... mintsh Yamaha NS 1000 ........ ..mint s/ Oracle Delphi MKII/MDC 800 ...mint sh..............£995
Equipment bought or part exchanged Counterpoint SA100 ... .mintsh...... TDL 0.5+ 5tNS ....occc.......reccc.Mint s/ Oxford Crystal Ref. ..............mint s ...........£1295
q " e Albarr 1008 ............. L...mints/h .. KEFC85...ccvvvvennans mint s/h LFD Phono Il...c..ccceevvvvvvrccree.mint sh...........£695
o facmtﬁ\, by appaintment Chord SPM 1000 ........................aS NEW .. Apogee Centaur Minor... mint sth . Michell ISO/Hera.... mintsh o £350
Major credit cards are accepted Audio Research LS2................mint s . LiNA SaFA covoomeoere oo eesMINE S s ZEAAM o mintsh ... £295
9.30am to 8.00pm 7 days Exposure XX....... oMt SR Neat Petite.......... mint s/ Wheaton Tri-Planar miint sh 0795

Pioneer A400 .. _..mint s/h Proceed PDP1 PDT1 mintsh....... T e
Matisse Ref..... mint sh.. Teac P2 transport...................mint sh........ Air Tangent 10 ........... mint $h..........£1995
Arcam Delta 29 .mint s/ Meridian 200/263.... asnew ......... Eminent Tech ETIl..............mintsh...........£495
KEF 105.3....ccccivivvvcvciciriennn@S NEW Meridian 206.. reveeerecineneeMInt S/ €495 Ortofon MC 3000/T3000......... asnew...........£1095

T @ A
ALEMA UK LTD ALVES/ TUBES » SOUNDS AROUND +|
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P!mwmvru supplies to dealers, manufactursv and distributors .
only = minimum export order £200 GBP/$350 USD 'dnd Accegsorleg
Minimim UK order £50 plus VAT.
i ifi B Limited stocks of West European made 6L6GC, 12AT7, 12AU7, e g I
TrIOde Am pl Iflers 12AX7, 2116E, ECC81, ECC82, ECC83, EL34, EL84, KT66, KT88, VT4C Ag(’/”f{)l G()/d()n DI agon ‘ah es
by G.E.C. Mullard, Brimar, Tungsram, etc. We probably have the largest .
Triode & Tube Ampllfler sfocks of West European manufactured valves IPZ\ the world & 146 Clarend()n Park R()ad, Lelcester
W Low cost, large volumes available from Russia/East European N )
Manufacturers factores Telephone: Leicester 702442
B One million valaves/tubes in stock including cathode ray tubes, tube %
LU ifi sockets, etc
PrObably the best a'fn pl ifiers B DG7-32 C.R.T. (for Marantz tuner) £24.00 each. 200 in stock . . .
in the world Discount for quantity Audiophile Cannqges, Orfofon MC3000I11, MC2000ll,
h £ Send today for our updated audio valve catalogue Quasar, Audio Technica AT-ART1, ATOC30.
Phone for your nearest 113 : '
tockist: 0;73 Sole 7 Bllllngton EXpOl‘t Ltd /al.so supply: Denon,.Shure & Qoldr/ng .
stockist: ( ) 1E Gilmans Industrial Estate, Billingshurst, Sussex RH14 9EZ, UK. Phone/write for exchange/discount prices & reviews.
CALLERS STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Prices ranging from £399 - £35,000 FAX: (0403) 783519. TEL: (0403) 784961 el

7 Mill Hill, Repton, Derby. Tel: (0283) 702875
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THE ULTIMATE IN
SOUND ADVICE

Choosing a good hi-fi
dealer is the most
vital step in acquiring
~the system that is
" right for you. This
 unique directory
gives full information

~_on dealers able to
~_help in your area.

Members of the British Audio Dealers
Association are able to offer:

@ Two year guarantee, tranferable to
another BADA dealer should the purchaser
move more than 30 miles from his/her original
address

@ low cost five year guarantee option

@ proper demonstration facilities

@ seven day exchange or refund scheme if
the dealer’s advice is taken on product
selection

@ fully guaranteed service work

@ customer complaints procedure in the
event of problems
For more information, contact BADA

UEALER

AVON

AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 65 Park Street, Bristol. (0272)
264975. Great hifi carefully selected and
demonstrated by friendly enthusiastic staff. Closed
Mon.

PAUL GREEN HI-FI LTD, C/O Harper Furnishings,
Kensington Showrooms, London Road, Bath BA1
6AD. (0225) 316197. Technics, Denon, Sony,
Rotel, AVI, Quad, Rogers, Mission, Tannoy, Aura
and many more. 2 demo rooms, home demos,
appoinments required, service dept, free install,
home trial. Access, Visa, Int free credit, instant
credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5, closed Monday.
V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol B59
1EJ. (0272) 686005. ATC, AVI, Acoustic Energy,
Audio Innovations, AMC, Analogue Electronics,
Cadence Valve, Chord Amps, Exposure, Jamo,
LFD, Pink Triangle, Ruark, Michell, REL, Sansui,
SME (inc20A), SonicLink, Stax, Townshend, Wadia.
Dems by appt only, home trial facilities, free
installation, service facilities.

BERKSHIRE

ARC AUDIO, 9 Dukes Ride, Crowthorne, Berks,
RG116L2. (0344) 762201. Denon, Harman
Kardon, JPW, Marantz, Monitor Audio, Onix,
Rogers, Ruark, Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha. Demo
facilities, no appt necessary, home trial facilities,
free install. Access, Visa, Diners. Open Mon-Sat
9-6pm (closed Wed at 1pm)

B&BHI-FI, 11-12 Market Place, Reading, Berkshire,
RG1 2EG. (0734) 583730. Aiwa, Denon, Kenwood,
Mission, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony,
Technics. Free installation, Service dept. Access,
Visa, Credit Facilities including interest free credit
subject to status. 9.30-5.30, Sat 9-5.30. Also at:
Bracknell, Maidenhead, High Wycombe, Newbury.
NEWBURY AUDIO, 2 Weavers Walk, Northbrook
Street, Newbury, Berkshire, RG13 1AL. Tel/Fax
(0635) 33929. Arcam, Denon, Epos, JPW, Linn,
Marantz, Royd, Ruark, Sound Organisation, Tripod.
Fulldemonstration facilities, home demonstrations,
Free delivery and installation. Service and parts
dept on site. Minimum of 3 years guarantee.
Various financial facilities available. Open 10-
5.30 Tue-Sat, evening demos by appointment.
READING HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Queen's Walk, Reading
RG1 7QF. (0734) 585463. ‘The best equipment,
advice and service from Berkshire’s premier Hi-Fi
emporium’,

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
AUDIO INSIGHT LTD, 53 Wolverton Rd, Stony
Stratford, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK111ED. (0908)
561551. Alchemist Products, AVI, Arcam,
Audiolab, Aura, Heybrook, Meridian, Moth, Rotel,
Royd, Ruark, TDL, UKD and more. Records and
CDs, record cleaning service. SGL speaker demo
room. Access, Visa and Finance.

DEJAC HI-FI CONSULTANTS, 21 The Broadway,
Old Amersham, Bucks, HP7 OHL. Tel 0494
433173. AMC, Arcam, Bose, Meredian, Quad,
Rotel, Denon, NAD, Tannoy, Mission, TDL. 2 Dem
Rooms. Appts Necess.Free Installation. Tricity
Finance, Instant Credit, Open 9:30-5:30pm
including Sat.

D.L.CHITTENDEN LIMITED, 59-61 The Broadway,
Chesham, Bucks, HP5 1BX. (Opposite Boots).
(0494) 784441 Philips, Mordaunt Short, Denon,
Kenwood, Canon Audio, Koss, Wharfedale, Nicam,

Directory

TV & Video, Surround Sound, AV Systems.
Showroom Demonstrations from expertandfriendly
staff. No appts nec. Service Department. Credit
facilities available. Open 8.30 to 17.30 Mon-Sat.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

AUDIO FILE, 2 Foundry Walk, Market Hill, St. Ives,
Cambridgeshire. (0480) 66123. Naim, Rega,
Quad, Yamaha, Mission, Arcam, Denon, Audio
Lab, Meredion, JPW. Musical Fidelity. 9.30am-
6pm 6 days. 0% Credit.
STEVE BOXSHALL AUDIO, 41 Victoria Rd,
Cambridge CB4 3BW. (0223) 68305. 10-6 - 6
days. 3 dem rooms, home trial, appts. preferred.
Free installation and service dept. Access, Visa &
credit.
UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge.
(0223) 354237. Mission-Cyrus, Arcam, Rotel,
Denon, Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad. 3 dems,
1 single speaker. Home trial, free install, Service
Dept. Visa, Access, Amex, Credit. 9-5.30.

CHESHIRE
ASTON AUDIO, 4 West St, Alderley Edge. (0625)
582704, for the very best in hi-fi separates and
home cinema. Wide range of specialist audio,
interest free credit. Visa, Access. Home trial.
DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway
North, Warrington. (Padgate 0925) 828009, for
the very best in hi-fi separates and home cinema
All credit cards. 3 Dem rooms. Open 6 days.
CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI, 29 Gaskell St, Stockton
Heath, Warrington. (0925) 261212. Tues-Sat 10-
6. 2 dem rooms. Credit facilities. All credit cards.
Total absence of bull****,
CONGLETON HI-FI, 1/1a Duke St, Congleton,
Cheshire, CW12 1AP. (0260) 297544. Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, B&W, Denon, Epos, Linn, NAD,
Nakamichi, Onix, Royd, Target, etc. Superbly
appointedsingle speaker demofacilities. Noappts
nec, home trial facilities, free installation. 2 year
guarantee on all equipment. Access, Visa. Credit
facilities available on request. Open Mon-SAT,
closed Weds.
NORMAN AUDIO, 106 Victoria Str, Crewe. (0270)
211091 Fx(0270)211795. For full details see our
Lancashire entry.
PETERSHI-FI, 4 StMichaelsSq, Grosvenor Precinct,
Chester,. (0244) 322063/319392. Arcam,
Technics, Sony, Marantz, Dual, Denon, Tannoy,
Wharfedale, Quad. 2 Single speaker Dem rooms,
noapptsnec, free installation service dept. Access,
Visa, Amex. Peters credit chargecard. Mon-Sat
9-5.30.
THEHI-AI SHOWROOMS, 12A WestStr, Congleton,
Cheshire (0260 280017), 1 Stanley St, Leek
(0533 383780), Celestion, Creek, Exposure,
Marantz, Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Project,
Rotel, Ruark, Systemdek, Tannoy, Technics. 5
Demo Rooms, No appts necc, Home trial, Free
install, Service dept. Access, Visa, Lombard Tricity.
Open 9-5:30, Closed Wed.
SWIFT Hi-Fi, St Annes Parade, Wilmslow. (0625)
526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz,
NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Systemdek, Tannoy, Revolver,
JPW.  Open 9:30am-6:00pm dem room. No
pressure!

BRITISH AUOIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION
i
=4 )4

THE ULTIMATE IN

CLEVELAND

ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street,
Redcar, Cleveland TS10 3AN. 0642 480723.
Audio Innovations, Denon, Harman-Kardon, JBL,
Michell, Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Revox,
Rogers, Thorens, etc. Dem Room. Appts nec
Home trial facilities, free installation, service dept.
Access, Visa & H.P. Open 9.15-5.30.

GILSON AUDIO LTD, 172 Borough Road,
Middlesbrough. (0642) 248793. Linn, Exposure,
Arcam, Mission, Cyrus, Denon, Marantz, Rotel,
Pioneer, Audiolab, Tannoy. Demonstrationfacilities
in main shop and 1 dem. room, appt nec, home
trial facilities, free install. on request, service
department. Access, Visa, HP. 10-5 - 6 days. emm

CORNWALL
ARTOF MUSIC, Near Launceston, Cornwall. (0566)
86649. AC Magnum, Basis, CAT, Cogan Hall,
Diamond Acoustics, Graham, Lumley Reference,
Magnum Dynalab, Moth, REL, Silver Sounds,
Sonic Link,Transfiguration. Dem studio
appointments necessary, home trial facilities,&
free installation. Open 7 days.
RJF Audio Visual, 84 Pendarves Str, Tucking Mill,
Camborne, Cornwall TR14 8NJ. (0209) 710777/
612260. TOL, Michell, Musical Fidelity,NAD,
Nakamichi, Bower & Wilkins, SME, Micromega,
Pink Triangle, Pro-jekt, Perception, Harman
Kardon, Triangle. Integral Demo room/ showroom
and special home dems. Appts nec, home trial,
free install, service dept. All cards, switch and
transax. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30.

CUMBRIA

MISONS SOUND & VISION, 11 Warwick Road,
Carlisle CA1 1DH. Tel (0228) 22620. Bang &
Olufsen, Arcam, Quad, NAD, Yamaha, Sony. Demo
Suite, No appts nec, Home trial facilities, Free
Installation, Service Department.  9-5:30 Mon-
Fri. Thurs 9-1. Sat 9-5.

PETER TYSON, 6 Abbey St, Carlisle, Cumbria,
CA38TX. "Cumbria's premiere hi-fi centre". Part
exchange welcome. (0228)46756. Linn, Musical
Fidleity, Cyrus, Marantz, Denon, Philips, Nakamichi,
Technics, Pioneer, Creek & more. Dem room.
Dems without obligation. Home trial, Free install.
In-house service dept. Access & Visa. HP 9-
5.30pm.

DEVONSHIRE

CHELSTON HI-FI, 38 Walnut Road, Chelston,
Torquay, Devon TQ2 6HS. Tel: (0803) 606863
Denon, Marantz, Rotel, Musical Fidelity, Acoustic
Energy, NAD, Castle, Heybrook, Celestion, JPW
etc. 2 dem rooms. Home trial. Free installation.
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners, Hi-Fi Markets
Chargecard. Credit facilities. 9.30-7.30 Mon-Fri,
9.30-6 Sat.

THE HI-FI ATTIC, 58 New George St, Plymouth,
Devon PL1 1RR. (0752) 669511. We stock most
leading makes and have an expert enthusiastic
staff. Premises include attractive hi-fi and home
cinema demonstration rooms. We offer free
installation and credit facilities (written details on
request) also a fully equipped service department.
We can also provide a mail order service for all
your LaserDisc requirements.We accept Visa,
Access, Amex.

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP
OF BRITISH AUDI
DEALERS ASSOCIATION
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STUDIO ACOUSTICS. (0626) 67060. OCM
Technology, Shahinian Acoustics, Superplan
amplifiers, Nobis loudspeakers &amplifiers, Mirror
Image Audio, J.A. Michell, plus other fine
equipment. hometrial, free install, in-house service
dept. Mon-Fri 9-4.30, appointments only.

DORSET

DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne,
Bournmouth, Dorset. (0202) 764965. B&O,
Castle, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, Target,
TDL, Technics. No appts necessary. Free install,
Service depart. Various credit facilities available.
Open 9-5.30 6 days a week.

H.A.T.V. 131 Barrack Rd, Christchurch, Dorset
BH23.(0202)473901/478621. Quad, Aura, B&W,
Monitor Audio, Bose, Yamaha, Rotel, NAD, Denon,
Revox etc. Specialised demo room including audio
visual, main demoroom 2 spker/amp comparators.
appts required, service dept, free install, home
trial. Access, Amex, Int free credit, Visa, Diners,
Instant credit.Mon-Thur 9-6, Fri 9-8, Sat 9-6.
SUTTONSHI-FI, 18 WestoverRoad, Bournemouth.
0202 555512. Linn, Arcam, Mission, Quad,
Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha, Denon.etc, 2 Single
Speaker Listening Rooms, Home Demonstrations,
FreeInstallations. Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call for details.

ESSEX
AUDIO T, Gants Hill, 442-444 Cranbrook Rd,
Gants Hill, llford, Essex
1G26LL. Tel: 081518 0915 Fax 081 554 8463.
Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Kef, Meridian,
Rotel, Micromega, Yamaha & many more. Mon-
Sat 10-6. 3yr gnteeon Hi-Fi. Free del &instal. 30
day upgrade scheme. Home dems. PX. &mm.
1ST AND FOREMOST HI-FI CENTRE, 49-55 North
Station Road, Colchester, Essex CO1 1RQ. Tel:
(0206) 549842. Fax: (0206) 762900. Tix: 987873
SAIDG. Trio Kenwood, JVC, Akai, Aiwa, Sony,
Pioneer, Technics, Nakamichi, Panasonic, Revox,
etc. Home trial, free installation. Service dept.
Instantcreditavailable + all creditcards accepted.
Mon to Sat 9am-6pm.
BRENTWOOD HI-FIDELITY, 2 Ingrave Rd,
Brentwood, Essex, CM15 8AT. (0277) 221210.
Audio Innovations, Denon, DNM, EAR, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Pink Trianngle, Quad, Tannoy
plus many more. Single speaker dem rooms,
home ftrials, evening appts (high end), home
installations. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30 . Access. Visa.
Service Facilities. Advice second to none.
LYON AUDIO, 16 Peartree Business Centre,
Peartree Road, Stanway, Colchester, Essex CO3
5JN. (0206) 560259. Mission, Cyrus, Arcam,
Denon, Rotel, KEF, Rogers, Marantz, NAD, Tannoy.
Dem facilities. Mon-Sat 9-6. Installations. Access,
Visa, Instant credit. Service dept .
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 44aHigh Street, Rayleigh, Essex
(0268) 779762/747571. 216 Moulsham St, On-
the-Parkway, Chelmsford. (0245) 265245. 132-
134 London Road, Southend-on-Sea. (0702)
435255. A&R, Audiolab, Creek, Cyrus, Denon,
Epos, Linn, Meridian, Mission, Naim, Quad, Rega,
Roksan, Royd. 0% finance.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road, Gloucester.
(0452) 300046. Great Hi Fi carefully selected and



demonstrated by friendly and enthusiastic staff.
Closed Mon.
AUDIO T, 40-42 Albion St, Cheltenham, Glos.
GL52 2RQ. (0242) 583960. Fax (0242) 226435.
Great hi-fi from Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon,
Linn, Meridian, Mission, Rogers, Rotel, Yamaha
and many more. Mon-Fri 10-6pm. Sat9.30-5.30.
3 yr gntee on Hi-Fi. 30 day upgrade scheme.
Home dems. PX. Single speaker dem room Free
del. and instal
HUTCHINSONS, 295-297 High Str, Cheltenham,
Glos. GL50 3HL. (0242)573012. Pioneerreference
point, Technics, Dual, NAD, jWharfedale, Celestion,
Marantz, Aiwa, Kenwood, Sennheiser. No appts
necessary, free install, service dept. Instant credit
up to £1000. Open Mon-Sat 9.15-5.30.

HAMPSHIRE

AUDIO SOUTH for further details see the Surrey
entry.

AUDIO T, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke, Hants.
RG21 1AS. (0256) 24311, Fax (0256) 24430.
Great hi-fi from Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus,
Denon,Linn,Meridian, Mission, Rotel, Yamaha and
many more. Mon-Sat9.30-5.30pm. 3yrgnteeon
Hi-Fi. Free del &instal. 30 day upgrade scheme.
Home dems. PX. Single speaker dem room. Free
del. and instal.
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD, 2-12 Hursley Rd,
Chandlers Ford, Hants SO5 2FU. (0703) 252827/
265232. 3hi-fiand 2 home cinema/Dolby surround
sound demo studios. Thurs late eve, closed Mon
(exceptin Dec). 2-year guarantee, service dept on
site, large free car park, junctions 4 (M27/M3),
5(M27), 12(M3), 13(M3) all within 3 miles. Est
1969.
JEFFERIES HI-FI (Portsmouth) 29 London Road,
Portsmouth PO2 OBHTel: 0705 663604. 2 Dem
Rooms, closed mondays. Late night Wed. Free
Parking Bus route. Credit facilities.

HEREFORDSHIRE
ENGLISH AUDIO, 95 Whitecross Road, Hereford
HR4 0DG. (0432) 355081 Cyrus Centre, Pink
Triang;e, Audion, Systemdek, Heybrook, Michi,
KEF Reference, Micromega, Nakamichi, Chord,
Arcam, MusicalFidelity, Rogers, NAD, Rotel, Denon,
Tannoy, Marantz, Mission, Stax, Dual, TOL, Albarry,
JPW, Celestion, Ixos, SME, Ruark, Moth, Audio
Technica and others
Single Speaker Dem room. Home trial. Free install.
Service dept. Access, Visa, Creditarranged. Open
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm.
GOSPEL MUSIC AUDIO, 32A High St Kington,
Herefordshire. (0544) 230254. New Shop open:
Castle Video, 1 Spa Centre, Station Crescent,
Llandrindod Wells (0587 824 0200) Alphason,
Alison, Revolver, Luxman, Yamaha, QED, Audio
Systemline, Wharfedale, Jamo, Micromega,. No
appts nec., home trial facilities, service dept. -
5.30 +evening dems.

HERTFORDSHIRE
ACOUSTICARTSLTD, 101 St Albans Rd, Watford,
Herts. (0923) 245250. Fax (0923) 230798
Absolute Sounds, Acoustic Energy, Audiolab,
Chord, Denon, Marantz, Meridian, SME, TDL.,
Teac, Tues-Sat 9.30-6:00.
AUDIO FILE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops Stortford,
Herts CM23 2DW. (0279) 506576. 9.30-5.30
open 6 days. Dealer of the Year 1988/89. Linn,
Naim, Quad, Cyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos,
Rotel, KEF, ProAc. 0% credit.
HERTFORD MUSIC. Music is pleasure. good when
choosing your system in our, appointments only,
demonstration rooms (and bar)! Home
demonstrations encouraged. Systems form € 1,000
to £15,000. CR Developments, Micromega, REL
Acoustics, Acoustic Energy, Michell, Magnum,
Diamond Acoustics, Beard, Lumley, Renaissance,
etc. Access, Visa. Mail Order. Tel: (0992) 471110
RADLETT AUDIO, 141 Watling Street, Radlett,
Hertfordshire, WD7 7NQ. (0923) 856497. Mark
Levinson, Proceed, PRO AC, AVI & ATC ,Martin
Logan, Tube Technology, Teac, Roksan, Audiolab,
Rotel. Home trial facilities, Free Install, Service
Dept. Visa, Access 9-5:30 Mon-Fri 10-5:30 Sat
STUDIO82, 82 High Street, Harpenden, Herts ALS
2SP. (0582) 764246, Fax (0582) 467022. ATC/
AVI, Arcam, Aura, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen,
Denon, Epos, Mission Cyrus, Naim Audio,
Nakamichi, Quad, Nad etc. Quiet single speaker

dem room. Appts nec. Home trial, free install.
Service Dept. Visa, Access & finance terms. 9-
5.30pm (Mon;Sat). Closed Weds.

NORTH HUMBERSIDE
JUST AUDIO, 2A Foston Lane, North Frodingham,
Driffield. Tel 0262 488700, call for details.
SUPERFI, 4 Dock Str, Queens Gardens Hull, HU1
3DL. (0482) 24051. See main entry under
Nottinghamshire for full details.

KENT
JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES, 2 Station Rd, West
Canterbury.(0227) 769329. Also at Dover - (0304)
207562. Arcam, Aura, B&W, Heybrook, JPW, Pro-
Ac, Pioneer, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, Technics. Dem
and home trail facilities. Mon-Sat 9-5.30 closed
Thurs. Free install. Credit to £1,000. Access,Visa,
Credit charge. Service dept.
KIMBERLEY HI-FI, 193 Broadway, Bexleyheath,
Kent. (081)304 3272. Pioneer, Technics, Kenwood,
Denon, NAD, Aiwa, Tannoy, Mission, Wharfedale,
B&W. Separate dem room, no appt nec. Free
installation. Service Dept. Instant credit facilities.
9.30-5.30. No early closing.
SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI, 40 High Street, Ashford.
Seeking music lovers, male or female any age, to
share common interest in, musical Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi
Systems, Multi Room or Home Cinema. Attractive
unusual equipment in unusual setting, your place
or ours, we guarantee lasting pleasure.
Open Mon-Sat, Appointment Service orjust pop in.
Tel: 0233 624441,
VOLUME ONE, 41 Upper Wickham Lane, Welling,
DA16 3AD. 081 304 4622. Arcam, Dual, Epos,
Exposure, Mordaunt Short, Monitor Audio, JPW,
Marantz, Micromega,Nakamichi, Pink Triangle,
Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sony, Systemdek. Large demo
room, no appt nec. Evening dems in shop by appt.
Home trial & demo, free delivery & installation.
Access & Visa, 10.00-6.00 Mon-Sat.
V' J HI-FI, 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. (0303)
256860. Mission, Kenwood, Tannoy, Marantz,
Sony, Rogers, Denon, Musical Fidelity, Quad,
Yamaha. Dem and home trial facilities, free local
install. No appts necessary, service dept. Amex,
Diners, Visa, Access, Int free credit, Instant credit.
Mon-Sat 9-6.
V/JHI-FI, 119High Street Margate. (0843) 226977.
For full details see our above entry. BADA

LANCASHIRE

NORMAN AUDIO, 131 Friargate, Preston, Lancs,
PR1 2EE. Tel 0772 53057. Fax 07 A2 562731.
Marantz, Pioneer, Yamaha, Audiolab, Arcam,
Mission, Cyrus, B&W, KEF, Sendeor Catalogue.
Home Cinema Dem room. No appt nec, Home trial
facilities, free installation. Instant credit subject to
status. Open9.30-5.30, late nightWed ill 8.00pm.
NORMAN AUDIO, alsoat216 Church Str, Blackpool,
(0253) 295661, Fax (0253) 295722.
JOKOCZURLTD., 185 Yorkshire Street, Rochdale,
Lancashire. (0706) 42107 Harman Kardon, Quad,
Revox, Aura, Teac, JBL, Tannoy (including definition)
B&W, Canon, Bose and many others.Dolby Pro
Logic, A.V. System. Established over 25 years,
qualified & experienced staff. Appts nec only afer
5.30pm. Home trial, free install, service dept.
Open Sat 9-5. Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri 9-5.30pm.
Closed Tues.

ROMERS HI-FI CENTRE, 94-96 High Street, Rishton,
Blackburn, Lancs BB1 4LQ. Tel: (0254) 887 799.
Stockists of: Sony Esprit Hi-Fi, Technics, Marantz,
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Kenwood, Rotel,
Tannoy,Mission, Ruark, B&W and many more.
Demonstration room, Service department. Free
delivery and installation (Local area). The area’s
leading hi-fi specialist.

LEICESTERSHIRE
LEICESTER HI-FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins
Square, Leicester LE1 5EW. Tel: (0533) 539753.
Fax (0533) 626097. Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Marantz, Micromega, Mission/Cyrus, Musical
Fidelity, Nakamichi. Meredian, Rogers, Roksan,
"and oodles more". 2 Dem rooms, home trial
arranged, freeinstall, servicedept, Creditfacilitiexs,
Access, Visa, Diners, Amex, 6 days 9.30-5.30.
Bada Member
LISTEN INN, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester. (0533)
623754 (Fax) 0533 623758. Linn, Arcam, Royd,

Heybrook, Creek, Neat, Mission, Cyrus, Audiolab,
Quad, Denon, etc. 2 Dem Rooms.
SOUND ADVICE, The Factory, Duke St,
Loughborough LE11 1ED. (0509) 218254.
Shahinian, Rega, Naim, Linn, Royd, Yamaha,
Rotel, Arcam, Nakamichi, JPW. 3 demonstration
areas, noappts necessary, freeinstallation, service
department. Lombard credit charge, Access, Visa.
Mon-Fri 9.30-6.00, Sat 9.30-5.30.

STEREO SHACK, 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. Tel
0533 530330 . Aiwa, A.R., Denon, Kenwood,
Jamo, Mission, NAD, Phillips, Pioneer, Rotel, AV
Speciality. Free Install Open 9.30 - 5.30 6 days.
Credit available.

LINCOLNSHIRE
BOSTON HI FI CENTRE, 65a Wide Bargate, John
Adams Way, Boston, Lincs PE21 6SG. (0205)
365477. Denon, Quad, Nakamichi, Arcam,
Marantz, NAD, Castle, Tannoy, Rogers, etc.
Separate demo studio. Free installation. Access,
Visa. Tues - Sat 9-5 pm.
STAMFORD HI-FI ;CENTRE, 9 Red Lion Square,
Stamford, Lincs PE9 2AJ. (0780) 62128. Pioneer,
Technics, Cyrus-Mission, Rotel, NAD, Yamaha,
Kenwood, Quad, plus all major speaker
manufacturers. Expert advice, comparator
demonstrations, on two floors, part exchange Hi-
Fipurchasedforcash. Noappointments necessary,
home trial facilities, free installation, service
department. Mastercard, Visa & credit charge,
finance available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed
Thursdays.
SUPERFI, 271A High Str, Lincoln LN2 1JG. (0522)
520265. See main entry under Nottinghamshire
for full details.

LONDON
ANALOG AUDIO, 849 High Road, London N12.
(081) 445 3267. Cambridge, Denon, Rotel,
Yamaha, Marantz, Wharfedale, Teac, Mordaunt-
Short, Cerwin Vega, Nad. Free install. Service
dept. Instant credit up to £1000. Visa & Access.
9.30-6 6 days.
AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead,
London NW6 1SQ.
(071) 794 7848, Fax (071) 431 3570. Great hi-fi
from Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Meridian,
Mission, Philips, Rotel, Proac, Micromega, Yamaha,
and many more.Mon-Sat 10-6pm. 3 yr gntee on
Hi-Fi. Free del & instal. 30 day upgrade scheme.
Home dems. PX. 2 dem rooms.

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee High Road,
London SE13. (081) 318 5755. Arcam, Linn,
Naim, Quad, etc. 2 dem rooms. Int. free credit.
Access, Visa. Closed Thurs.

CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill St ( just off
Tottenham Court Rd), London W1. (071) 631
0472 (domestic). (071) 323 4554 (multiroom).
Fax. (071) 323 4554 Fax. (071) 436 7165. Tues
-Sat 10-7 Rega, Roksan, Naim, Monitor Audio,
Arcam, Nakamichi, Rotel, Epos etc. 3 dem rooms.
(incl. home cinema) Friendly, professional service.
Home trial facilities. Appointments preffered. Full
delivery and repair service. Multiroom specialists.
Access & Visa.

COVENT GARDEN RECORDS, 84 Charing Cross
Road, London WC2 (071) 379 7635, Fax (071)
836 1345. London's premier digital audio
centre,Photo CD, DCC, CD, &16X9TV'S. Audiolab,
B&0, Marantz, Mission, Cyrus, Philips, Pioneer,
Rotel, Rogers, Quad, Sony, Technics, single
speaker dem rooms, appointments suggested,
installation service available. Al major credit
cards accepted. Mon- Sat 10am-7.30pm.

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, 14-18 Monmouth St. London
WC2H 9HB. (071) 379 4010, for the very best in
hi-fi separates and home cinema. Wide range of
topspecialisthi-fi fromBritain, Americaand Japan.
3 dem rooms. Closed Monday.

GRAHAMS HI-FI, CanonburyYard, 190a New North
Rd, London N1. 071-226 5500. Winner Sony/
HFN Greater London Dealer Award 1986/89/
90.“One of the 5 best hi-fi shops in the world”.
Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Naim, Rega, etc. Systems
from £500. FREE PARKING, 4 dem rooms, service
dept, open Tues-Sat. RING FOR APPOINT . rzem

HI-FI& COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise, London,
SW11 1EH. Tel: 071 2231 110. Denon, Harman
Kardon, Tannoy, Kenwood, Rotel, NAD, Wharfedale,
Dual, Shure, Ortofon, Celestion, etc. Appts nec,

Service Dept. Access, Visa, Diners, Amex, Open
10-6 Closed Wed.

INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston-
upon-Thames. (081) 943 3530. For full details
see entry under SURREY.

K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish St, London,
W1M 7LH. (071) 486 8262/63. Fax (071) 487
3452. Most established brands stocked. Two Hi-
Fi and one Home Cinema dem' studios. Appts
nec. Home trial. Free installation. Service dept.
Major credit cards. Interest free crdeit usually
available - ask for details. Mon-Sat 10-6pm. (Late
night Thurs till 7pm)

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD. 173 Station Road,
Edgeware & 45 High Street, Hounslow, Middlesex.
See under Middlesex & full pge ad. in The Directory

SOUND ORGANISATION LONDON, 4 Pickfords
Wharf, Clink Street, London, SE1 9DG. Tel 071
403 2255. Audio Research, Aura, Creek, Epos,
Exposure, Heybrook, Koetsu, LFD, Lyra, Martin
Logan, Micromega, Naim, Nakamichi, Rega, Rotel,
Roksan, Royd, SME, Sonus Faber. Interesting new
equipment always under evaluation.  2xsingle
speaker listening rooms. Appts preffered. Free
Installation. Service Department. Open Tues -Sat.
10-6. Late dem by appointment.

SOUND SENSE, 350 Edgeware Road, London W2
1DX. (071) 402 2100. Alphason, B&W, Kenwood,
Nakamichi, Celestion, Denon, Monitor Audio,
Marantz, NVA, Sony ES , Yamaha. Appts preferred.
Installations available. Access, Visa, Standardcredit
facilities. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.30.

STUDIO 99, 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage,
LondonNW6. 071-624 8855, Fax 071-624 5315.
Naim, Meridian, Quad, Mission/Cyrus, Rega, KEF,
Arcam, Epos, Acoustic Energy, Yamaha,
Nakamichi, NAD, Sonus Faber, B&0 etc. Single
speakerdem room, AV demos. Multiroom. Service
dept. Visa/Access credit facilities. 10-7 Mon-Fri,
10-6 Sat.

SUPERFI, 2-4 Camden High Street, Camden,
NW1 0JH (071)388 1300. See main entry under
Notts for full details.

UXBRIDGE AUDIO - CHISWICK, 109 Chiswick High
Road, Chiswick, W4 2ED (081) 742 3444 Fax
(081) 742 3295. 2 Demo Rooms, Installations, 2
Year Guarantee, 7 day exchange. Major credit
cards, Tues - Sat 10 - 6, See Middx entry for
brands stocked.
VOLUME ONE, 41 Upper Wickham Lane, Welling.
(081) 304 4622. For full details see entry under
Kent.

ZEBRA, 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon CR2
6AA. 081 688 2093. Audio lab, Arcam, KEF
Reference, Marantz, Mission, Micromega, Pioneer,
Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, and large range of AV
equipment. S2 Air Conditioned Demo Rooms. in a
more casual environment. Service department.
The UK’s leading home cinema centre. Mon-Sat
9.30-6.00. Access, Visa, Switch & instant credit
up to £1000 subject to status.

GREATER MANCHESTER
CENTRAL RADIO, 30-32 Shudenhill, Manchester
M4 1EY. Tel 061834 6700. Technics, Kenwood,
Pioneer, Aiwa, Marantz, Mission, B&W,
Wharfedale, JBL, Thorens, Panasonic, etc. TV
video, surround sound, AV systems, service dept,
free delivery. Access, Visa, Switch finance. Mon-
Sat 9-5.30.

THE AUDIO COUNSEL, 12 Shaw Road, Oldham,
Manchester OL1 3LQ. (061) 633 2602. Linn,
Yamaha, Rega, Rotel, Arcam, Micromega, EPOS,
Creek, Nakamichi, Denon. 2 dem rooms. Free
install. Visa, Access, Licenced credit brokers up to
£1000 instant credit. 10.00-5.30 Tues, Weds,
Sat; 10.00-7 Thurs& Fri. Closed Mon.

MURRAY HI-FI, 19 Middle Hillgate, Stockport.
(061) 429 7666. Linn, Naim, Rega, Arcam,
Yamaha, Royd, Epos, Creek, Nakamichi, Rotel.
Full demo facilities, free installation & delivery,
service dept. Full 2yr guarantee on all products.
Access, Visa, Lombard Tricity, licensed credit
broker. 10-6 Tue-Sat.

SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4-8 St Annes Parade,
Wilmslow. (0625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon,
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy,
Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm 2 dem
rooms. No pressure!

MIDDLESEX
AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middx EN2
OPW. (081) 367 3132, Fax (081) 367 1638. Great



hi-fifrom Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, Philips, Rotel, Yamaha and
many more. Mon-Fri 10-6pm. Sat 9:30 - 5:30 3
yr gntee on Hi-Fi. Free del & instal. 30 day
upgrade scheme. Home dems. PX.2 dem rooms.
AN Dept.

HARROW AUDIO, 27 SpringfieldRd, Harrow. (081)
863 0938. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. A&R, Audiolab,
Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Monitor Audio, Musical
Fidelity, Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Tannoy, Thorens,
Yamaha. etc.

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD. 45 High Street, Hounslow,
Middlesex TW3 1IR. (081) 569 5802. FAX (081)
569 6353. & 173 Station Road, Edgeware HA8
7JX (081) 952 5535. FAX (081) 951 5864. Most
brands available - see full page ad in the product
directory. Interest free credit, ask for details.
Demo Rms, Repairs & Service. Open Sunday and
all week. A home cinema specialist. Mail Order.
Part exchange.

RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD, 422 Richmond Road, East
Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel. (081) 892
7613. Fax (081) 892 7749. AR., Arcam, Audio
Innovations, Castle, Dual, Denon, KEF, Luxman,
Michell, Musical Fidelity, Micromega, Marantz,
Nakamichi, Rotel, Spendor, Systemdek, Tannoy,
Yamaha. One demo room, in-car demo for car hi-
fi systems. Appts not always necessary. Home
trial facilities. Free installation, service dept.
Lombard Tricity, Access, Visa, Amex, Diners Club.
Mon-Sat 9.30-6, Thurs, Fri 9.30-7.

SIGHT N SOUND, The Treaty Centre, Hounslow,
Middlesex TW3 IES. 081 572 5418, fax 081 572
5417. Sony, Kenwood, Finlux, Toshiba, Philips,
Sanyo, Grundig, Pioneer, Technics, Akai. No appts
nec, free intall, service dept. Access & Visa,
financing available. 9-6pm Mon-Sat.

MERSEYSIDE
W.A.BRADY &SON, 401 Smithdown Rd, Liverpool
L15 3JJ. (051) 733 6859. ‘Largest choice of
specialist Hi-Fi in N.W. £100-£20K". All credit
cards. 3 dem rooms. Closed Monday.
P & A AUDIO (BIRKDALE) LTD 31 Liverpool Road,
Birkdale, Southport (0704) 68373. Arcam,
Cambridge, Creek, Denon, Michell, Mission/Cyrus,
Mordaunt- Short, NAD, Pink Triangle, QED,
Revolver, Rogers, Rotel, Royd, Tannoy. 3 Single
speaker demo rooms and Nicam surround sound
demroom. Freedelivery, installation (Merseyside)
Service dept, Mon- Sat 9 - 5.30 Half day Tues,
Access, Visa, Lombard.
PETERS HI-FI 11 Werburgh Sq, Grange Precinct,
Berkenhead. (051) 647 5626. 9-5.30 closed
Thurs. See Cheshire entry for full details.
PETERS HI-F 1, 8 High Street, Bromburgh, Wirral.
(051) 334 1874/2825. Open 9-5.30 6 days a
week. See Cheshire entry for details.

WEST MIDLANDS
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Boldmere Road,
Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands. 021-354 2311.
Audio Innovations, Aura,B&0, B&W, Castle,
Marantz, Micromega, Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi,
HarmanKardon, QED. Single speaker demo, appts
preferred, service available, installations, B&O
link install, home trials. Access, Visa, interest free
credit available subject to status. 9.30-6pm 6
days.

FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Spon
Street, Coventry CU1 3BB. (0203) 525200.
Audiolab, Arcam, Bang & Olufson, Mission-Cyrus,
Denon, Marantz, Meridian, Nakamichi, NAD, Quad,
Rega, Rotel, Yamaha. 3 floors, 3 demonstration
rooms, nice staff, nice coffee. Appts nec, service
dept, free install, home trial facilities.

Al credit facilities available. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30.
Wed til 8pm.
GRIFFINAUDIOLTD, 94Bristol Street, Birmingham.
(021) 692 1359/(021) 622 2230. Arcam Castle,
Cyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Naim, Quad, Rega,
Rotel. Open Tues-Sat 10-6.

MUSICAL APPROACH, 37 High Street, Aldridge,
Walsall, W. Mids. (0922) 57926. Linn products,
Arcam, Creek, NVA, Revolver, Onix, Epos, Marantz,
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Rotel, Quad & more. Dem facs. Home trial. Service
dept. Credit facs available. Access, Visa. 9.30-
5.30 Mon-Sat. 9.30-1 on Thurs.

MUSIC MATTERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston,
Birmingham B17 8DL. (021) 429 2811. Roksan,
Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, Musical Fidelity,
Mission/Cyrus, Meridian, KEF, Monitor Audio, Pink
Triangle. 2 single speaker luxury demo rooms.
Appts nec, home trial facilities, free installation,
service dept. Access, Visa, instant credit up to
£1000, interest free credit available. Tue-Thur
10.30-6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-5.30.

NORFOLK

AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Rd, South Lowestoft,
Suffolk NR33 ODL. Tel: 0502 582853. For full
details see our main entry under Suffolk.
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd,
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 8HE. (0508) 70829.
Arcam, Linn, Naim, Denon, Spendor, Audiolab,
Sound Organisation, Creek, Rega, Epos, etc. 2
comprehensive dem rooms. Home trial. Free
installation. Visa, Access, HP facilities. Tues-Sat
9.30-1, 2-5.30.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
AUDIO CRAFT 23-25 Derngate, Northampton,
NN1 1TY. Tel: 0604 36291Bang & Oulfsen,
Kenwood, Technics, Marantz, Celestion, Mordaunt-
Short. No appts nec, Free Install, Service Dept.
Open Mon-Sat 9-5:30pm
CLASSIC HI-FI + VIDEO, School Lane, Kettering,
Northants. (0536) 515766. Rotel, Musical Fidelity,
Wharfedale, Yamaha, Onix, Nad, Pioneer, Marantz,
Kenwood, Kef, Shearne, Rogers, Metaxas Audio
and many more. Home trial, free instal., service
dept. Access, Visa, credit facs. 9.30-5 .30pm.
LISTENINN, 32 Gold Street, Northampton. (0604)
37871 (Fax) (0604) 601430 . Linn, Naim, Rega,
Epos, Royd, Mission, Cyrus, Arcam, Audiolab,
Neat , Creek, Quad, Denon etc. 2 Dem Rooms

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
CHANTRY AUDIO, Chantry Walk, 18-18a Eldon
Street, Tuxford, Nr Newark, Notts NG22 OLH.
(0777) 870372. Pink Triangle, DPA, Rotel/Michi,
Micromega, NVA, Alchemist, Michell, Monitor
Audio, Lumley, SME and much more! 3 dem
rooms. Home trial, free installation, service dept.
Access, Visa & credit facilities and mail order.
Mon-Sat 9:30-6pm Sun & evenings home dem by
appt.

DEFINITIVE AUDIO, (0602) 813562. For acarefully
considered approach to building a true hi-fidelity
audio system with components derived form the
followinf manufacturers; Audio Innovations, Snell,
Wadia, Micromega, Deltec, Voyd, Systemdek, SME,
Revox, Ortofon, Pioneer. Demos by appt. Please
phone for further details. Installation free of charge.
Mon-Sat10-7pm, Closed Wed am.
NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton
Road, Nottingham. (0602) 786919. Over 25 years
experience, superb demo rooms, extensive range,
free parking. Mon-Sat9-5.30.
PETER ELLIS AUDIO, 29 Kirkgate Newark,
Nottingham, NG24 1AD (0636 704571) Quad,
Castle, Arcam, QED, Sugden, Tannoy, Thorens,
Marantz, Dennon, Teac. Demo Room, Free Install,
Service Department.

Access, Visa, Mon-Sat 9-5:30 Close at 1:00pm
on Thursday.

SUPERFI, 15 Market Str, Nottingham NG1 6HY.
(0602) 412137.Kenwood, Technics, Denon, Aiwa,
Rotel, Wharfedale, Mission, Marantz, NAD<
Celestion, and many more. 2 single speaker dem
rooms. Free install on systems, service dept.
Access & Visa, Amex. Open 9-5.30, 6 days.

OXFORDSHIRE
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford.
(0491)839305. Aura, B&W, Technics, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Kenwood, Marantz, Sony, Yamaha, Denon,
Dual, Mission, Tannoy. Home trial, free installation.

BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION

Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant
credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Records & CDs
stocked.

AUDIO T, 19 0ld High St, Headington, Oxford 0X3
9HS. (0865) 65961, Fax (0865)60415. Great hi-
fi from Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF,
Meridian, Mission, Rotel, Sony, Yamaha and many
more. Open Mon Fri10-6pm, Sat9.30-5.30. 3yr
gntee on Hi-Fi. Free del & instal. 30 day upgrade
scheme. Home dems. PX. 2 dem rooms. AV
Dept.
OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury,
Oxfordshire 0X16 8LR. (0295) 272158. Arcam,
Heybrook, Mission, Quad, Denon, Linn Products,
Naim Audio, Epos, Meridian, Nakamichi. For
sensible unbiased adivce, call Oxfordshire's audio
experts. Superb demo facilities. No appts nec,
service dept, free install, home trial. Access/Visa,
instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. exem
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS LTD, Cantay Hse,
Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1JE. (0865) 790879
fax (0865) 791665. NAD, Rotel, Musical Fidelity,
Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL, Thorens, Audio
Research, Proceed.2 Demo rooms. Service Dept,
Home trial and free installation. Instant credit,
Access, Amex, Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat.
WESTWOOD AND MASON, 46 George St, Oxford.
Tel: 0865 247783 Arcam, Rotel, Rega, Epos,
Tanoy, Royd, JPW, Mission, Nakamichi, Denon,
Aiwa, Naim, Quad, Aura, Teac, Tannoy. Open
9:30-5:00pm. Dem room. Closed Thur.

SHROPSHIRE

AVON HI-FI, 12 Barker Street,Shrewsbury,
Shropshire SY1 1QJ. (0743) 55166. NAD, Quad,
B&W, Arcam, Kenwood, Aiwa, Bose, Nakamichi,
Revolver, Onkyo. Dem room. Home trial. Free
install. Service dept. Access, Visa. £1000 instant
credit. Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 9-5.30.
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury. (0743)
241924. Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Cyrus,
Denon, Epos, Kef, Meridian, Mission, Naim, Quad,
Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Tripod. Dem room.
Home trial and free installation. One of the best
ranges of quality hi-fi outside London. Credit to
£1000. Access, Visa. Tues-Sat9.30-5.30. Service
dept.

SOMERSET

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street, Yeovil,
Somerset BA20 1NE. (0935) 79361, Fax (0935)
32923, Mobile(0850) 325965. Naim, Roksan,
Pink Triangle, A+R (Arcam), ATC, AVI, NAD,
Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, etc. Dedicated listening
lounge, for relaxed and unpressured
demonstrations. Appts not usually nec. but best to
phone first. Home trial facilities on request, free
installation, service department. Instant credit,
Access & Visa, etc.9-5.30 closed Mondays.

STAFFORDSHIRE
GRANGE HI-FILTD, 153 Branston Rd, Burton-on-
Trent, Staffordshire DE14 3DQ. (0283) 33655.
Albarry, Audio Innovations, Audiolab, Arcam,
Castle, Denon, Pink Triangle, Marantz, Rotel,
Rogers, Systemdek, SME, Tannoy, TDL. Dem fac,
appts necon Sat, Free Install. Service dept Access,
Visa. 9.00-5.30pm. Closed Mon all day & Wed
afts. Closed for lunch 12.00-12.30.

SUFFOLK

AUDIO IMAGES, 7All Saints Rd, Pakefield, South
Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 6JL. Tel/Fax: 0502
582853. Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castle, Rotel,
Moth, Mission, JPW, Finlux, Audio Innovations,
plus the amazing Rothwell range. Separate demo
room, no appts nec.10-6.30 Tue-Thur, 7pm Fri,
6pm Sat.

BURY AUDIO, 47 Churchgate St, Bury StEdmonds,
Suffolk, IP 33 1RG. Tel 0284 724337. Arcam,
Furukawa, Heybrook, Infinity, Marantz, Meridian,
Michell, Pink Triangle, Proac, Rotel, Target,
Roksan, Shahinian, Quad.Etc. Single Speaker
Room. No appointments necessary. Home trial
fac. Freelnstallation. Service Department. Access,
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Visa, Switch. Open 6 days a week. Mon/Tues/Sat
9.30-5.30 Thurs/Fri 9.30-7.00. Closed Wed

EASTERN AUDIO, 41 BramfordRd, Ipswich. (0473)
217217.Quad Audio Lab, Denon, Dual, Marantz,
Mission, NAD, Nakamichi, Technics, Arcam. Mon-
Sat9.30-6.

SURREY
AUDIO SOUTH, 24 (The Woolmead) East Str,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7TT. (0252) 714555. Audio
Note, Deltec, JPW, Marantz, Rotel, Teac, etc. AV
specialist. Dem room and evening appointments
available. Home trial facilities. Free installation.
Access, Visa. 10.30-6 Mon-Sat.
DATASOUND, 23 South St, Dorking, Surrey RH4
2JZ. (0306) 882897. Arcam, Celestion, Denon,
Dual, Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Rotel, Tannoy. Dedicated listening room. Free
install. Service dept. Up to £1000 instant credit
subject to status. 9.30-5.30 6 days.
INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston
UponThames, Surrey. Tel: (081) 943 3530. Arcam,
Creek, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Naim Audio,
Roksan, Rega Research, Shaninian, TEAC. Single
speaker listening room. Apptspref, free installation,
service dept. Major credit cards. Closed Mon,
Tue-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 10-6.
PJ HI-FI - the Hi-Fi Shop, 3 Bridge St, Guildford,
Surrey GU1 4RY. (0483) 504801/304756. 9-6
Mon-Sat. Linn, Meridian, Arcam, Quad, Revox,
Rotel, NAD, Nakamichi, Marantz, Yamaha, Deltec,
Rega, Audiolab, Mission/Cyrus.
RIVERSIDE HI-FI, 422 Richmond Road, East
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (081) 892 7613. Fax:
(081)892 7749. See main entry under Middlesex.
ROGERS HI-FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey.
(0483) 61049. Aiwa, Creek, Denon, JPW, Marantz,
Micromega, Rogers, TEAC, Pioneer, Systemdek,
Tannoy. Demonstration facilities available, no
appointment necessary. Free installation. Service
department. Access/Visa. Instant credit up to
£1,000 subject to status. Monday-Saturday 9.30-
6pm, later by appointment.
SOUNDS EXCLUSIVE, 1 Kent House, High Str,
Cranleigh GU6 8AU. (0483) 268185. Michell
(amplification & decks), Marantz, Ariston, Ortofon,
AME, Sumo, Proac, Jamo, Origin Live, Kiseki.
Demo room, appts prefered, home trial facilities,
free install, service dept. Access, Visa. Open 9-
5.30 Mon-Sat.
SPALDINGS HI-FI, 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd,
Croydon, Surrey. (081) 654 1231/2040. 3 dem
rooms and home dem. Free install, credit. Mon-
Sat 9-6. Tues-8. Closed Wed. Service dept. mzem
SURBITONPARKRADIO, 48 Surbiton Rd, Kingston-
Upon-Thames, Surrey. (081) 546 5549. Quad,
Castle, Dual, Denon, Kenwood, Mordaunt Short,
Rotel, Pioneer, QED, B&W, Tannoy, Thorens. Demo
facilities.  Access, Visa. 9.30-5.00 Mon-Sat.
Service dept.
SURREY HI-FI, 45 High Street, Godstone, Surrey
RHI 8LS. (0883) 744755. Parking, easy access -
just2 mins off junction 6, M25. Tube Technologies,
Rel Acoustics, Audio Lab, Quad, TDL, Nakamichi,
KEF, Thorens, Rotel, Marantz, Denon, Michell,
Tannoy, Top Line, Rel Acoustics, Single speaker
demo room. Demonstration by appointment, free
installation, service dept. Access, Visa, Mastercard.
0% Credit. Open 9-6, closed Wed.
TRU-FI SOUND & VISION, 10 Church Street,
Leatherhead, Surrey. (0372) 378780. Sony,
Technics, Panasonic, Mitsubishi, Ferguson, Aiwa,
Pioneer, Sanyo, B&W, Mission. Free installation.
Credit facilities. Access, Visa. 9.15-5.30 Mon-
Sat. Closed Wed. Service dept.
ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon CR2
6AA. 081688 2093. See mainentry under London.

SUSSEX (EAST)
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 69 London Rd, Brighton, East
Sussex, Tel 0273 609431. 2 Dem Rooms, closed
Mon. Late night Wed. Free parking. Bus route.
Credit Facilities.



, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street.
Eastbourne, East Sussex. Tel: 0323 31336. 2
Dem Rooms. Closed Mon. Late night Wed. Free
Parking. Bus Route. Credit Facilities.
THE POWERPLANT, 66 Upper NorthStreet, Brighton
BN13FL. (0273)775978. Roksan, Musical Fidelity,
Marantz, Rotel, Yamaha, Tannoy, Audiolab, B&W,
Micromega, Epos. JPW, etc. Comfortable single
speaker facilities. No appts. nec. Home trial
facilities, free install. Late night dems by request
Service dept. Credit facilities available on request.
Tue-Sat 10-6pm.

SUSSEX (WEST)

, 26 High Street, East Grinstead,

W. Sussex RH19 3AS. 0342 314569. Arcam,

Audiolab, Cyrus, Epos, Linn, Marantz, NAD, Naim,

Rotel, etc. Very comfortable listening room. No

appts nec., Home trial facilities, free installation,

service dept. Access/Visa. 9:30-6:00 Mon-Sat,
late Tue.

BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 Becket
Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing. (0903) 2
64141, 1 minute from A24 & A27. Free local
parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), Castle, Denon,
Mission, Nakamichi, Philips, Quad, Technics,
Thorens, and many more in 3 Dem Rooms.
Systems, Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. Service Dept.,
Installations. Open 6 days a week. Access, Visa,
instant credit to £1000 subject to status.

, 7 St. Pancras, Chichester, W.
Sussex PO19 1SJ. Tel: (0243) 776402. Linn,
Naim,Rega, Creek, Nakamichi, A&R, Denon,
Roksan etc. Tues-Sat, 10-1, 2-5.15 (closed Mon).

TYNE & WEAR

RED RADIO SHOP AND HI-FI CENTRE, 11 Olive
Street, (Off Park Lane), Sunderland. Tyne & Wear
SR1 3PE (091) 567 2087. Castle, Denon, JVC,
Kenwood, Mordaunt-Short, Michell, Pioneer, Teac,
Tannoy, Monitor Audio etc. AV Dem room, large
with comparator facility. No appts nec, Free install.
Service dept. Interest free credit and no deposit
9am-5.30pm daily

WARWICKSHIRE

CASTLE HIFI, 59 Smith Street, Warwick. CV 34
4HCE. Tel (0926) 499963. A.R. B&W, LPW,
Jenson in car, Marantz, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Pioneer, Rogers, TDL, Yamaha, Dolby Pro Logic.
Dem Room. No appt necc, Home trial facilities,
Free Installation, Service Department. Interest
free credit, Access, Visa, Chartered Trust. Open
10-6 6days a week.

, 163 Spon Street, Coventry,
Warwickshire, CV13BD. Tel 0203525200. Arcam,
Mission, Cyrus, Musical Fidelity, Marantz, Rotel,
NAD, Tannoy, Yamaha, KEF. Open 9:30-5:30
closed Thursday.
STRATFORD HI-FI, 25 Henley Street, Statford Upon
Avon, CV3QW. Tel (0789) 414533. Please call for
further details.

WILTSHIRE

THE AUDIO EXCHANGE, 52 Morse Str, Swindon,
Wiltshire SN1 5QP. (0793) 539008. Acoustic
Energy, Audio Innovations, Beard, Cerwin Vega,
Impulse, Magnum, Micromega, Michell, REL,
Sequence. AV and single speaker demo room.
Home trial facilities, free installation, service dept.
10-6 Mon-Sat.

, 60 Fleet St, Swindon, Wiltshire . SN1
1RA. (0793) 538222, Fax (0793) 487260. Great
hi-fi from Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Linn,
Meridian, Mission, Rotel, Sony, Yamaha, and many
more. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 yr gntee on Hi-Fi.
Free del & instal. 30 day upgrade scheme. Home
dems. PX. 2 dem rooms. AV Dept
PR SOUNDS, 58 Castle Street, Trowbridge, BA14
8AU. Tel 0225 777799. Also at Melksham &
Devizes. Pioneer, Technics, Kenwood, Denon,
Marantz, B&W, Tannoy, JPW, Dual. Where music
is a pleasure, personal service, no appointments
necessary. Installations & much much more.

Access/Visa £1000 instant credit.
Open 9-6, 6 days.

WORCESTERSHIRE

SPAINS HI-FI, 2&2a New Road, Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire. Tel: (0527) 72460. B&W, Denon,
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Nad, Pioneer, Rotel,
Sony, Tannoy and more. Integral demo room/
showroom for instant comparisons on hi-fi and AV
equipment. Free installation, service dept & credit
facilities, Access & Visa.
WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersley Road,
Worcester WR3 7HA. (0905) 58046. Audiolab,
Nakamichi, Naim, Rega, Absolute Sounds,
Meridian, Arcam, lon Systems, Roksan. 4 demo
rooms for budget & high-end audio. Full DSP
Appointmentsnecessary. Freeinstall. Service dept.
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners, Lombard/Hitachi.
Mon-Fri 9.30-8.30 by appt Sat 9-5.30.

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)
THE AUDIO CLINIC, 22 Lord Mayors Walk, York,
Yorkshire YO3 7HA. (0904) 646309. Mission,
Revox, Yamaha, JVC, Audiolnnovations, Celestion,
NAD, Musical Fidelity, Allison, Thorens. No appts
nec. Home trial facilities, free installation, service
dept. Access/Visa, credit. Open 10-5.30 Mon-
Sat, Wed 11-5.30.

SCARBOROUGH HI-FI CENTRE, 14 Northway,
Scarborough, N. Yorks YO11 1JL. (0723 374547.
Aura, Albarry, B&W Matrix, Cyrus, Denon, Pioneer,
Marantz, Cabasse, Tannoy, Laser vision and wide
screen TV . Dem room, appointment preferred
Home trial facilities. Free installation. Service dept.
Access/Visa/Creditcharge/£1,000 instant credit/
Amex/Diners. 10-6 Mon to Sat

, 2b Gillygate, York
Y03 7EQ. Tel: (0904) 627108. Closed Mondays.
Linn, Naim, Rega, Creek, Meridian, Arcam, Denon,
Royd, Rotel and other well chosen makes."You
can't go wrong — we wouldn't let you".

VICKERS HI-FI, 24 Gillygate, York. (0904) 629659.
Audiolab, Harman-Kardon, Marantz, Musical
Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Quad, Systemdek, Tannoy,
Technics, & lots more. 3 demonstrationstudios (2
by appointment) superb showrooms, 2 year
guarantee on all hi-fi products. Appts as above,
home trial facilities, free installation, service
department. Qualified and experienced staff, over
25yearsexperience.12monthsinterestfree credit.
10.30-5.30 Mon-Sat.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)
BARNSLEY HI-FI CENTRE, 40-42 Sheffield Road,
Barnsley, S. Yorks.S70 1HP. (0226) 205549 Fax
(0742) 467207. Arcam, Quad, Audiolab, Mission
Cyrus, Technics, Denon, Tannoy, Nakamichi, Dual,
Rotel. Purpose built demo room, no appts
necessary, freeinstall, servicedept, Access, Visa,
varying finance packages. Open 9.30-5.30, 5
days (closed Thurs).

HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, S Yorks
DN585A. (0302) 781387. Proac, Acoustic Energy,
TDL, Sugden, Albarry, Art Audio + AMC Valves,
EAR Valves, Teac, Michell, Systemdek, Projekt,
Keswick, Audio Research, Rel & more. AV room
with laserdisc, Yamaha prologic surround, listening
room, dems, home trial, free delivery and install,
2 year guarantee. Access, Visa. 10-8pm Mon-Fri,
10-6 Sat. Phone for furtherinfo.&FREE fact pack.

YORKSHIRE (WEST)
AUDIO PROJECTS, 45 Headingley Lane, Leeds.
(0532) 304565. A&R, Audiolab, Creek, Heybrook,
Linn, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Quad, Rega, etc. Free
installation, home trial, 2 year warranty, appts
preferred. Tues-Fri 9.30-6, Sat 2.30-5.30.

., The Forge Cottage, 19
Crossgate, Otley, Leeds, West Yorkshire LS21
1AA. (0943) 467689, for the very best in hi-fi
separates and home cinema. Naim, Arcam, Rotel,
Pink Triangle, Meridian, Epos, Castle. Two dem
rooms, free install, service. Access/Visa. Open
10-6pm Tues-Sat.

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross Church St,
Huddersfield. (0484) 544668. B&W, Kenwood,
Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical Fidelity, Quad, Audio
Lab, Marantz, Mission, etc. Dem facilties —
appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 9-8.
Closed Wed. Free installation, credit facilities.
Access, Visa.

, 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1
1QE. (0924) 200272. Arcam, Linn, Meridian,
Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 2 Listening Rooms .
Free Parking, Dell & Instal Mon-Sat 9:30 5:30 pm

, 8-10 St Annes Road, Headingley,
Leeds, L56 3NK (0532 789374) Arcam, Linn,
Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 3 Listening
Rooms. Free Dem & Instal. Mon-Sat 9:30 -
6:00pm

NORTHERN IRELAND

BELFAST

LYRIC HI-FI, 163 Stranmills Road, Belfast. (0232)
381 296. Linn, Naim, Rega, Arcam, Denon, Rotel,
Musical Fidelity, Revox, Mission etc. Mon-Sat 10-
6, Late night Thurs.

, 6 Hope Street, Belfast, (0232)
332522 Audio Innovations, Pink Triangle, Roksan,
Marantz, Celestion, Linx, Meredian, Mission Cyrus,
Ortofon, etc. Mon-Sat 10.00-5.30. Late night
Thursday.

COUNTY DOWN
ASTONAUDIO, Unit8, Kings Road Shopping Centre,
Kings Road. Belfast. Tel: 0232 402220. Akai,
Technics, JVC, Mitsubishi, Samsung, Toshiba,
Panasonic, and many more. Demos available,
Open Mon-Fir 10-8pm Sat 10-5pm

DUBLIN
LAFAYETTE HI-FI, 50 Wellington Quay, Dublin,
Tel: 353177 0443. Technics, Denon, Marantz,
Sony,Pioneer, Aiwa, Cyrus, Mission, Cerwin Vega.
No appts nec, Free Install. Unique trade in service.
Credit Cards welcome. Open 10-6 6 days a week.

SCOTLAND

AYRSHIRE
LASER AUDIO 9 West George Street, Kilmarnick,
Ayrshire, KAT1DH. Tel 0563 40292. Audiolab,
Aiwa, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Dual, Mission,
Philips, Pioneer, Rotel, Ruark, Systemdek and
Tannoy. Dem Room, AV on Dem. Appts Prefered,
home trial facilities, Free installation, service
facilities. Access, Visa and written credit. Open
Tues-Fri 10-5.30 Sat 9.30-5.30.

GLASGOW

STEREOQ STEREO, 278 St. Vincent St, Glasgow G2
5RL. (041) 248 4079. Fax 0555 82358 Linn,
Naim, Rega, Arcam, Creek, Epos, Castle,
Shahinian, Denon and Sehring etc. 3 Single
Speaker Demo Rooms. No appointments
necessary. Home Trial Facilities. Free Installation.
service dept. Interest free credit all standard
facilities. Closed Tues Mon-Sat 10-6.

GRAMPIAN
HI-FI EXCELLENCE 293 Union Grove, Aberdeen,
AB1 6TD. Tel 0224 322520. Aiwa, Audio
Innovations, Denon, Impulse, Infinity, Musical
Fidelity, Rotel, Roksan, TDL. 2large single speaker
dem rooms. Appts necessary after 6.00pm.
Home trial facilities, Free Installation, Service

Department. Various offers. 3 Yrguarantee. Open
10-6.00pm 6 days.

, 441 Holburn St, Aberdeen
(0224) 585713. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion,
Denon, Dual, Epos, Heybrook, ION, Kenwood,
Linn, Creek, Marantz, Meridian, Mission Cyrus,
M.S.,NAD, Nakamichi, Pioneer, QED, Quad, Revox,
Rogers, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, Technics,
Wharfedale, Yamaha. 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat.

HIGHLANDS
THE MUSIC STATION, 49 Church Str, Inverness IV
1DR. Tel: (0463) 225 523. Beyer Dynamic,
Celestion, Denon, Jamo, Kef, Kenwood, Mission,
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony. Listening room service dept,
free deliveryto local area, part exchange, full range
of credit facilities.

STIRLING
STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Barnton Str, Stirling, Scotland
FK8 1HF. (0786) 479958. Linn, Mission,
Cyrus,Marantz, Arcam, TDL, Heybrook, Tannoy,
Aiwa, Audio Innovations. Demo room. No appts
necessary, service dept, free installation, home
trial. Access, Visa, Int free credit, Instant credit
Mon-Sat 10-5.30, Closed Wed.

TAYSIDE

J.D. BROWN, 28-36 Castle St, Dundee DD1 9NZ.
(0382) 26591. Rotel, Denon, Pioneer, Technics,
Aiwa, Mission, Castle, Mordaunt-Short, Monitor
Audio, Bose, Infinity. All equipment ready for
demonstration. No appt nec, free installation,
service dept. Open 9.30-6pm six days a week,
(close 5pm Sat)

CLWYD

ELECTRO TRADER, 19 Colwyn Crescent, Rhos On
Sea, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd. North Wales LL2B 4RN.
(0492) 548932. Rotel, Yamaha, Harman Kardon,
Teac, Alphason, Heco, Infinity, JBL, Musical Fidelity,
Tannoy, Rotel, Michi etc. Dem room. Appts
preferred. Home trial. Free install. Access, Visa.
Open 9.30-1.00, 2.00-5.30 Mon-Sat.

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham,
North Wales, Tel: 0978 364 500, Arcam, B&W,
Marantz, Mission,NAD, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Tannoy,
Yamaha, etc, Dem Facilities, A.V. on dem, Mail
Order. No appts nec, home trial fac, Free install,
Service Dept. Access, Visa. 9:30-5:30 closed
Weds PM

SOUTH GLAMORGAN
, 134 Crwys Road, Cardiff.
(0222) 228565.Great Hi Fi carefully selected and
dem'd by friendly, enthusiastic staff. Closed Mon.
(5704}

WEST GLAMORGAN
, 9 High St, Swansea. (0792)
474608. Great HI-Fi carefully selected and
demonstrated by friendly, enthusiastic staff. Closed
Mon.

GWYNEDD

I&H GRIFFITHS & SONS, 313 High St, Bangor LL57
1YA. (0248) 370655. Yamaha, Tannoy, Teac,
Sony, B&W, SVC, Wharfedale, Rotel, JVC. Demos
available, no appts nec, home trial facilities, free
installation, sevice dept. Access, Visa, Lombard
credit charge. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Wed 9-1. Audio
Visual Specialists.

PETERS HI-FI Victoria Buildings, Mostyn Avenue,
Craigh-y-don, Landudno. (0492) 876788. 1
Single speaker dem room. Open 9-5.30. Closed
Wed. See Cheshire branch for details.



Check out our equipment —
we’ve nothing to hide!!

ey
SIMPLY THE BEST

* Unquestionably the best range of quality hi-fi in the country

* Enthusiastic, fully-trained and knowledgeable non-commission staff (for
unbiased, genuine advice)

* Best value — top quality brands at competitive prices

* Separate listening rooms for comfortable, easy comparison
* Free delivery and professional setting-up

* Free 3 year guarantee on hi-fi systems (2 years on individual
items)

* 0% Finance facilities available (details on request)

* Member of BADA (British Audio Dealers Association) for
your complete confidence and peace of mind

* Our guarantee — we will provide the best sound in your home for your money
or exchange or give full refund (please ask for details)

oigh -7

THE SPECIALISTS
Chelmsford Rayleigh Southend

216 Moulsham Street 44A High Street 132-134 London Road

Tel: (0245) 265245 Tel: (0268) 779762 Tel: (0702) 435255
(0268) 747571




WANTED QUAD 66 FM tuner, Paul Holmes.
= Abingdon (0235) 524848 daytime

DCC MARANTZ DD82 £350 ono, used once.
2 Dunstable (0852) 867463

HARMAN KARDON 6500 amp (unused) £180. HK
6550 amp (mint) £230. @ Cardiff (0222) 499561 Enrico

ORELLE DA180 DAC under a year old, boxed £295.
Rotel 965BX as new boxed £195.
@ Oakham (0572) 723198

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE3 speakers and stands, boxed,
immaculate condition only £850. @& Bath (0761) 435347

WANTED GOLDRING GL78 or similar quality, 78rpm.
Must be VGC. @ Ashtead (0372) 272922

ARISTON CD3 with Audioquest interconnect, excellent
sound £280. Sony tape deck TCK 520 £120, both as
new. @ Bedworth (0203) 364880

NAIM 32.5 preamp £240, HI-CAP £310, Sound Org
table £40. All boxed, exc cond.
2 Brighton (0273) 309761

PIONEER F757 tuner VGC, boxed £100.
@ Weston-Super-Mare (0934) 813666

WHARFEDALE COLERIDGE speakers £150 with stands
(3 months old, RRP £600). Celestion SL6 £95. Marantz
PM4 amp £120. Pioneer F9 tuner £50. Goldring Eroica L
£20. & Salop (0948) 667521

TECHNICS SP-XP900 portable CD four months, mint
guaranteed £200. @ London W 071-968 8873 evenings

NAIM 135 monobloks £1500 (pair), Naim 72 preamp
£350, NAXO 2-4 Xover £200. all excellent condition, can
be demonstrated. @ Berkhamsted (0442) 878638

MUSICAL FIDELITY B1 amp, good condition, boxed
£100. @ Welwyn Garden City (0707) 390219 after 6pm

CAMBRIDGE P40 amp, excellent condition, boxed £90
ono. & Hartlepool (0429) 235706

LOWTHER PMG6C series in a pair of teak Acousta
cabinets, £200 ono. @ Nether Poppleton (0904) 797409

SPENDOR SP2/2 walnut, mint (£810), Target stands,
new 79 strand flat £395. @ Long Ditton 081-339 0157

ATC SCM10 speakers, only 5 months old, black ash with
box and guarantee, £650 ono.
@ London SW 081-671 0728

LINN SONDEK black, Ittok LVII arm, external power
supply, recent full service, VGC quick sale £700.
@ Chippenham (0249) 715207

KEF Q60 speakers and Target HJ15/3 stands. Mint,
£400 ono. & Bury St Edmunds (0638) 510153

CASTLE PEMBROKE speakers, as new £250, moving
coil board for A&R AB0 amp, unused £25.
@ Burnley (0282) 772441

1l

MARANTZ SP50 Dolby Pro-Logic surround processor,
new in July, £100. NAD 3130 amplifier, £50. Both in
original boxes and with instructions.

2 Milton Keynes (0908) 370202

NAIM 42.5/110 pre/power amplifier, £325. Mint
condition, boxed. @ Basingstoke (0256) 475188

ROTEL RA-980BX amp. New, boxed, £279. Royd Sintra
2 speakers. New, boxed, £269. Kudos lead/sand filled
stands, £150. Marantz PM-40SE amp, mint, £109.

2 S Midlands (0933) 278119

WANTED Cyrus amplifier in matt grey.
= Wales (0248) 602386 evenings

LINN LP12 turntable, Linn Akito arm and Linn K9
cartridge. Only four months old, £800.
@ Windsor (0734) 309294

NAIM 72/HI-CAP/140 amplifier combo, with NAC A5
speaker cable, £1,100 ono. All perfect.
@ Ramsgate (0843) 581535 evenings

MICHELL FOCUS ONE turntable with SME 3009/l arm,
£150 ono. @ Richmond 081-948 4783

ARCAM BLACK BOX 5 DAC. As new, free interconnect,
only £300 ono.
@ Mid Glamorgan (0443) 201731 evenings

Reader Classifieds - from £5

Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals only and ads from dealers will not be accepted. Reader Classified adverts cost £5 for one
insertion of up to four lines on the grid below. Extra linage is available at an extra £5 for each additional four lines. Please note that four lines on the grid
approximates to two lines on the page itself. Please write your advert in block capitals in the grid below. Adverts must be written on the grid, and in
capitals. Cheques should be made payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd. Please include a daytime telephone number with your advert in case of any problems.
All reader classified adverts will be printed subject to space and Dennis Publishing accepts no liability for the accuracy of the information contained therein,
or any consequence arising from it nor for any minor typographical errors. We reserve the right to amend or refuse ads at the editor's discretion.

Please return the completed

coupon to:

Hi-Fi Choice, 19 Bolsover Street,
London W IP 7H].
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BUY SELECTED AWARD WINNING PRODUCTS TO RAISE MONEY FOR
SAVE THE CHILDREN Y

YOUR CONTRIBUTION MUSICAL IMAGES
WHEN YOU BUY CONTRIBUTION

—> £20 + £20
— £15 + £15
— £15 + £15
Marantz CD52 IISE CD — £20 + £20 — £40
Yamaha DSPA2070 Amp —> £75 + £75 —> £150

TOTAL DONATION
— £40

— £30
— £30

FOR EXAMPLE
Sony TCK611S C/Deck
Sony STS311 Tuner
Mission 760i Speakers

THIS FUNDRAISER IS NOT VALID
WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION

OUR TARGET IS £10,000 - HELP US TO ACHIEVE IT, THUS HELPING CHILDREN IN NEED

SU N DAYS BONANZA NYWHERE IN THE UK
SHIELDED

ESTID SPEAKERS

CS4 - £169
CS8 - £499

WE ARE OPEN UP-GRADE 0/0 ?::‘::Eugﬁggls:
Al

CELESTION CS6 - £449

MUSICAL IMAGES
173 STATION ROAD
EDGWARE
MIDDLESEX HAS 7JX
TEL: (081) 952 5535
FAX: (081) 951 5864

Prices correct at 20/10/93
: MUSICAL IMAGES
HOME
CINEMA

45 HIGH STREET
SPECALIST

HOUNSLOW
MIDDLESEX TW3 1RH
P TEL: (081) 569 5802
IS FAX: (081) 569 6353

NTH/NW
LONDON

E.& O.E.

MAIN DEALERS FOR:
ACOUSTIC ENERGY
ADCOM

AIWA

AKAI

AKG/AR
ALBARRY
ALCHEMIST (KRAKEN)
ALPHASON
ARCAM

AUDIO ALCHEMY
AUDIO INNOVATIONS
AUDIOQUEST
AUDIO TECHNICA
AURA

B &W
BANBRIDGE ACCESSORIES
BANG & OLUFSEN
BEYER DYNAMIC
Bose

BOSTON

CABLE TALK
CANON

CASTLE

CELESTION
CERWIN VEGA
CYRUS

DENON

Dual

GOLDRING
HARMAN KARDON
Heco

HEYBROOK
INFINITY

JAMO

JPW

JBL

JvC

KEF

KENWOOD
Kobak (PHOTO-CD)
LEXICON

LUXMAN
MARANTZ

MAXELL

MICHELL
MICROMEGA
MISSION
MITSUBISHI
MONITOR AUDIOMONSTOR
CABLF
MORDAUNT-SHORT
NAD
NAKAMICHI
NINTENDO
ORTOFON
PANASONIC
PHILIPS

PINK TRIANGLE
PIONEER

PROJECT TURNTABLES
PROTON

QED

QuAD

REVOLVER
ROGERS

ROKSAN

ROTEL

RUARK

SANSUI
SCOTCH/3M
SEGA
SENNHEISER
SHURE

SME

SONY

SOUND STYLE
SPENDOR

STAX

SYSTEMDEK
TARGET

TANNOY

TDK

TEAC

TECHNICS
THORENS
TOSHIBA

TRIPOD

VAN DEN HuI
WHARFEDALE
YAMAHA

AND MANY MORE



The Directory

The UK’s ultimate review based buying guide:
our views on over 1000 products tested and rated
in the pages of Hi-Fi Choice

® We tell you the best hi-fi to buy
@ Full guide to prices and specifications
@ Every product tested in Hi-F7 Choice
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a
comfortable and relaxing environment? . . .

Do you want friendly and helpful advice
(and a cup of tea)? . . .

Do you want to buy your system based on
what you hear (and not what
somebody tells you)? . . .

Do you live in GUILDFORD? . ..

.. . or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Camberley,
Chertsey, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Frimley, Godalming,
Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Liphook, Leatherhead, Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate,
Redhill, Shepperton, Virginia Water, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Working?

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audio Innovations, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Celestion, Creek, Cyrus, Dali, Epos, Deltec,
Finestra/Lectern, Furukawa, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference),
Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nakamichi, Onix, QED (Systemline), Quad, Revox, Rogers, Rotel, Sony, Supra, Sound Org,
Target, Yamaha & Top Tape, Rega products are now in stock!

Audio Technica AT637 Electronic Stylus Cleaner available by mail order exclusively!!!

Visit us first and you won’t need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms,
where you can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange
is possible).

Complete service — We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as
stocking selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to serve and/or repair on the

premises all the above brands (and others also).

Guildford’s only REAL Hi-Fi shop

We are at: Telephone for
m 3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD special offers
et (by the traffic llghtS — available on sele‘cted
YOUND ADVICE next door to Alfred Marks) sty

0483 504801 - 0483 304756

Access - Visa - Switch. Open Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm (later by appointment)




Hi-fi’s foremost buying guide

[he Directory

This is the legendary Hi-Fi Choice Directory, the only buying guide that is entirely based

on comprehensive technical and subjective reviews. Each and every entry carries the weight of

our exhaustive test procedures with regularly updated prices and specifications.

The Hi-Fi Choice Directory was
conceived as a reference guide
to all the audio products
reviewed by Choice that are cur-
rently available. The products
are split into categories, each
with its own introduction con-
taining information about the
product type and its applica-
tions. Theyare particularly rele-
vant to the uninitiated first time
buyer and help sort out the
order of priorities when buying
a piece of equipment.

Each product along with its
current retail price is placed in
its respective category in alpha-
betical order. The prices of the
products are updated on a reg-
ular basis, although it should be
noted that our value ratings are
based on the product’s price at
the time of review.

Sound quality

This column contains the rat-
ings for the standard achieved
in our listening tests. The sound
quality ratings range from Poor
to Excellent. Their meaning and
order are as follows:

P Poor

A- Average-
A Average
A+ Average+
G- Good-

G Good

G+ Good+
VG Very Good
E Excellent

With P being the worst and E
the best rating within a section.

One important point to
remember is that these cannot
be used to compare products
from different categories. For
example, a cassette deck rated
Excellent in sound quality will
not usually offer the same stan-
dard of fidelity as a similarly
rated turntable or CD player.

Unless you have first genera-
tion masters of course.

Comments
The Comments column con-

How to use this guide

Perhaps the most influential symbols in the Directory are the little red trian-
gles A found in the value column at the beginning of each entry where
appropriate.

Products that make the grade are awarded the Best Buy or
Recommended accolade.

AA product carrying the Best Buy swingtag is of excellent quality and
good value for money in its price category.

A Recommended products are runners up, but still definitely worth con-
sidering within their price bands.

Please note however, that an expensive Recommended product will
nearly always sound better than an inexpensive Best Buy. An ideal situation
would be to choose suitably priced A A et Buy or A Recommended
products from relevant categories and create a Best Buy system. But, due
to the variety in tonal balance that exists in much audio equipment, and
differences in taste, system building is unfortunately not that simple. These
ratings make a useful guideline for shortlisting components, but only expe-
riencing the actual combination will tell you whether it works for you.

Finding that component

Before you shop, follow our top eight tips for better buying:

I. Check out the components’ recommended retail prices in the Directory.
2. Find out as much as you can about the products you want by reading
Hi-Fi Choice's reviews and lab tests.

3. Visit local dealers that stock some of the brands you want to hear and
try to find one that seems sympathetic to your needs.

4. Don’t discount a dealer’s suggestions just because the products don’t
have rave reviews.

5. Take your own software (records, CDs, tapes) along for a demonstra-
tion of the equipment that the dealer recommends.

6. Listen at the sort of volume you would normally use at home —
systems often sound more impressive when played loud.

7. If you are unsure about something or want to hear an alternative, just
ask.

8. Audition a system for a reasonable amount of time, say three quarters
of an hour or so, before making a decision.

sising the salient points of a
product’s character and sonic
performance. The space avail-
able doesn’t allow for great
detail but we have attempted to

information on compatibility or
auxiliary equipment used in the
test cannot be included, and we
would advise you to refer to the
original review for this.

Please note that these com-
ments are those of our own
reviewers and not, asis the case
with some magazines, those of
the manufacturer.

Features

Product features are shown
with a combination of figures
and blob charts, with headings
at the top of each column indi-
cating the appropriate category,
a blob indicating the existence
of a particular feature.

There are different headings
for each section and the more
complicated categories are
explained in the individual
introductions. Where figures
are used the unit of measure-
mentis shown in the heading.

Back issues
The final column contains a ref-
erence to the issue of Hi-Fi
Choice which featured the com-
plete review.

Index

tains a potted summary based
on the original review, empha-

put across the essence of the
review. Obviously, important
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AV amplifiers 140
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CD players 145
CD transports 147
DACs 149
DAT players 149
Headphones 152
Loudspeakers 153
Stack systems 163
Tuners 165
Turntables - Cartridges 165
Turntables - Integrated 169
Motor units 169
Tonearms 169
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AUTHORISED DEALER ¢ AUTHORISED DEALER ¢ AUTHORISED DEALER ¢ AUTHORISED DEALER

2|

HI FI & VIDEO

MA

'. PRC HI FI & VIDEO have a fast, efficient and friendly
mail order service available. When placing an order
please give credit card details and leave the rest to us.

Once an order has been placed our daily
Securicor service will make sure it arrives to you 448/450 ROMFORD ROAD, FOREST GATE, LONDON E7 8DF.

quickly and safely. Carriage is only £8 per parcel Tel 081-470 3499 Fax 081-552 2931. 0PEN MON-SAT 10am-6pm
for systems and £5 for separates (UK only)
.. PRC PRICE PROMISE

THE PRC PRICE PROMISE: If prior to purchase you can
find any of our products advertised elsewhere cheaper
(and i stock), we will beat
purchase

ORDER :

081-470 349

[LONDON BRANCH |

| ESSEXBRANCH |

95 CRANBROOK ROAD, ILFORD ESSEX.
Tel 081-514 7449, opeN 9.30am-6pm MON-SAT

thepriceatthetimEOfAPPROVED STOCKIST

EN

PHONE
FOR THE

BEST
DEAL

WE GUARANTEE THE BEST DEALS

WHAT HI-A?
SONY
TCK 6118 Dolby$
RRP £299.95

WHAT HI-FI?

CD52 Mk I

AWARD WINNER

|

THORZEDDEALER

ALL MINI SYSTEMS
AVAILABLE

_BOSE

AUTHORIZED DEALER
SPEAKERS
AM3.....
AMS SERIES 2
AM 7.

Comple‘le rahge of Bose speakers
available at excellentrates

AUTHORIZED DEALER

PEAKER ... CALL
S-30 W1S SPEAKER .... CALL
S-50 W1S SPEAKER ... CALL
CALL

S-70 W1S SPEAKER

Jamaos

AUTHORIZED DEALER
SUBWOOFER SYSTEMS
SW 300 ............ CALL

SW 500 .. CALL

HOME THEATRE PRODUCTS

Centre 100 Centre Spkr... CALL
Full range of Jamo speakers
available at discount rates

v
AUTH ORIZE D DE ALER
L1 -
L3

TLX 14 100wpc.
TLX 16 125 wpce.......
TLX 18 150 wpc ..

TLX 20 150 wpc

CONTROL 1....

CONTROL 5. -
CONTROL 5+ ... CAl
CONTROL 10........... CALL
CONTROL 12SR...... CALL
CONTROL MICRO... CALL

HOME THEATRE SYSTEM
HTS1 Home Theatre

AUTH!

RECEIVERS
RX 1010 VTN .
RX 808VBX .
RX 508 VBX ....
MIDI HI-FI SYST
MIDIW 78CD..
MIDI W 76CD ..........
MIDIW 58CD...........
MIDI W 37CD

MIDI W 53 ..

C
EM

WHAT HI-FI?

WHAT HI-A?

STS 311

AWARD WINNER

MINI HI-FI SYSTEMS
ADAGIO G9.. CALL
ADAGIO G7..............

ADAGIO S6 ..
ADAGIO S4.
ADAGIO S3.
ADAGIO S2.

Full range DV‘JVC éeﬁarales
available at disc ount prices

KENWOOD
AUTHORZEDDEALER

MIDI HI-FI SYSTEMS
M27.. . CALL

UD-900M ...

MICRO HI-FI SYSTEM
MS-5...cccconvcveneiinn. CALL
TURNTABLES

Rl 00 Mt CALL
AMPLIFIERS

KA-1030... CALL
KA 3020 45 . CALL
KA 3050R 45W ......

KA 4020 60W.........

KA 4040R 70W ......

KA 5020 80W .........
KA-5050R .. CALL
KA-7050R CALL
KAV 8500 CALL
DA 9010 100W.. CALL
CASSETTE DECK:!

KX 3030 .. CALL
KX 3050 .. oo CALL
KX 5050 ..........

KX 5530 .... CALL
KX 90508 CALL
KXW 4050 . CALL
KXW 6050 . CALL
KXW 8050 .. CALL
CENTRE SPEAKER
CS6...coevrrriereiene. CALL

GRAPHIC EQUALISER
GE 450 .. .. CALL

GE 7030..
RECEIVERS

SUPER WOOFER
SW 700 ....

CALL

KRV6050

AWARD WINNER
SW900...... CALL
SURROUND SPEAKERS
CMSES ... CALL

CM7ES CALL

UTHORIZED DEALER

CD PLAYERS

CD 42 Mk Il ....

CD 52 Mk II .

CD 52SE Mk Il ......
CD 72 R

RECEIVER
SR60L ....... CALL
SURROUND SOUND
PROCESSOR

...... . CALL

GRAPHIC EQUALISER
EQ515........ CALL

DIGITAL COMPACT

CASSETTE
DD82 DCC CALL
DD92 DCC .. CALL
AMPLIFIERS
PM32...... CALL
PM52... CALL
PM 62 CALL
PM 700AV Pro-Logic. CALL
PM 40SE - CALL
PM72......... CALL
PM 44SE CALL
PM52SE........ CALL
PM 80SE. CALL
CASSETTE DECKS
SD52...... CALL
CALL
CALL
. CALL
SD 415 CALL

Full véﬁge of Marantz Hi-Fi
separates available

AUTHORIZED DEALER
SPEAKERS
760 ... CALL
760i SE CALL
761i..... CALL
762i CALL
763i CALL
764i CALL
CALL
CALL
781. CALL
CD PLAYERS
DAD 5 CALL
DAC5... CALL

WHAT HI-FI?

SONY 'KENWOOD | | Technics

SC CH950
-

£PHONE | IN smcd

J20oM CALL
J30 CALL
J30M CALL
J40 CALL
J4oM CALL
J50 .. CALL
J50M CALL
MINI HI-FI SYSTEMS

N33 No———) | I
N33M CALL
N53.. CALL
N53M CALL
N63T CALL
N73T CALL
N73M ... CALL
NO3T Lscsensascosses CALL
N93M CALL
AMPLIFIERS
A201... CALL
A 300X Award Winner... CALL
AB02R ........cccoooo... CALL
A351R.. CALL
A400... CALL
A 400X ......... CALL
A 602 CALL
A676... CALL

PRE & POWER AMPLIFIERS
C-73 . .. CALL

M-73 ... CALL
AUDIO VISUAL AMPLIFIER
VSX452..... CALL
VSA 7018 CALL
VSAB02S... CALL
CASSETTE DECKS
CT S220 3 CALL
CT $320 CALL
CT s420 CALL
CT $520 CALL
CT $620 CALL
CT S9208 CALL
95 ... CALL
CT WA420R. CALL
CT M601R CALL
CT W620R CALL
CT W820R CALL
CD PLAYERS
PD 77 ...cccccevvininiens. CALL
PD 95 s CALL
PD 102.. CALL
PD202....... CALL
PDS 502 CALL
PDS 602..... CALL
PDS 702..;.sssss CALL
PDS 801 .. CALL
PDS 802... CALL
PDS 901 ........... CALL
PDM 602. CALL
PDM 701 .. CALL
PDM 802 CALL
PDM 901 CALL
PDTM2 CALL
PDTM3........... CALL
PD7700................. CALL
CLD 150 (KARAOKE). CALL
LASER DISC PLAYERS
CLD 800....... ... CALL
CLD 1750............... CALL
CLD 1850 CALL
CLD 2850.. CALL
CLD Ms. CALL
SENNHEISER
AUTHORIZED DEALER
HEADPHONES
HD35..... oo CALL
HDSS ... CALL
HD450 Il CALL

WHAT HI-FI?

WHAT HI-FI?

~ WHAT HI-A?

D 52SE Mk I

£PHONE |

HD480 Il ................... CALL

HD480CLS Il

HD480 Classi

HDS520 Il

HD 5301I.......

HD540 REF Il

HD250 LIN 1l

HD560 OVAII........... CALL
AUTHORIZED DEALER

COMPACT SYSTEMS

COMPACT 108CD... CALL

COMPACT 109CD ... CALL

COMPACT 159CD ... CALL

COMPACT 209CD ... CALL

COMPACT 259CD ... CALL

COMPACT 359CD ... CALL

COMPACT 559 CD ALL

COMPACT 759CD ... CALL

MINI HI-FI SYSTEMS
MHC C50CD ALL

MHC C70CD

MHC 510CD.

MHC 710CD.

MHC 2700CD. ... CALL
MHC 2750CD....... CALL
MHC 2800CD... CALL
MHC 3800CD... CALL
CASSETTE DECKS
TCFX211B CALL
TCK311B..... CALL
TCK411B .. CALL
TCK511B .. . CALL
TCK511S Dolby S... CALL
TCK611S Dolby S... CALL
TCW 435B.... ... CALL
TCWR 635 Dolby S. CALL
TCK590....... .. CALL
CD PLAYERS

CDP311 CALL
CDP411 CALL
CDPM201 CALL
CDPM301 CALL
CDP71E CALL
CDPY11E ..... CALL
CDPC335 ... CALL
CDPC711E.............. CALL
CDPX 303ES CALL
CDP397 CALL
CDP797. CALL
CDP C325M CALL
DAT RECORDERS

DTC D3 CALL
DTC 690 CALL
TUNERS

STS 211LB.. CALL
STS 311LB CALL
STS 505ES CALL
RECEIVERS

STRD 390 CALL
STRD 590 CALL
STRD 790. CALL
MINI DISC

MDS 101................. CALL
MZ1 Mini Disc CALL
M22P Mini Disc....... CALL
AMPLIFIERS

TAF 211B CALL
TAF 2428 CALL
TAF 442E CALL
TAF 542E CALL
TAAV570B CALL
TAAVE70 CALL

IN STOCK

WHARFEDALE
DIAMOND IV

" £PHONE

TAN 220.... CALL
TAE 1000ES.. CALL
TAN 55ES ... CALL
TAE/NS5ES Kit. CALL
HEADPHONES
MDR-CD1000 CALL
MDR-CD3000 .. CALL
REMOTE CONTROL

ACTIVE SUPER WOOFER
SA-W90 ovee. CALL
Full range of Sony amplifiers,
cassette decks, receivers, tuners,
turntables available

SYSTIENIDER
AUTHORIZED DEALER
SYSTEMDEK 1/920 w/o

arm 3 S — L
SYSTEMDEK 11XE/900 w/o
arm. Srmrrra L
SYSTEMDEK 11XE/900 w/o

F CALL

arm

Technics
AUTHORIZED DEALER

HI-FISYSTEM (LIFESTYLE)
MIDI HI-FI SYSTEMS

CDX 520E ............... CALL
CDX510E CALL
CDX320 CALL
CDX120 CALL
MINI HI-FI SYSTEMS
SC-CH404 .............. CALI
SC-CH550 ...... CALL
SC-CH650 CALL
SC-CH655 CALL
SC-CH750 CALL
SC-CH950 . CALL
AMPLIFIERS

SU A800 CALL
SU A900K CALL
SU A700K CALL
SU AB00K CALL
SU VX920K CALL
SU VX600 CALL
SU VX500 CALL
SU VZ320K . CALL
SU VZ220K . CALL
CASSETTE DECKS

RS BX828.. CALL
RS TR515K ... CALL
RS TR333K . CALL
RS TR232K ............. CALL
RS TR979K ...... CALL
RS TR777K ... CALL
RS BX747K ..... CALL
RS BX646K CALL
RS BX404K ..... CALL
CD PLAYERS

SL PS740 CALL
SL PS840 CALL
SL P2000 CALL
SL PS900 CALL
SL PS620... CALL
SL PS700 CALL
SL PG340. ... CALL
SL PG440................ CALI
SL PG520.. CALL
SL P2000 ... CALl
SL P1200B... CALL

SL PG320AK..

SL PJ38AK

SL PK26

SL PJ28K

PORTABLE CD

SL XP850K......

SL XP9O0OK ..

SL XP150

SL XP550

SL XP440 ..

SL XP330K

GRAPHIC EQUALISERS
SH 8038K..... .. CALL
SH GE70K ... CALL
SH GE90...... CALL
RECEIVERS

SA GX530 CALL
SA GX350 ... ... CALL
SA GX130LK CALL
SA GX230LK .. CALL
TUNERS

ST GIOLK CALL
ST G70LK .. CALL
ST G470LK CALL
ST G650 CALL
ST G550 CALL
STG610.. CALL
TURNTABLES

SL 1210 Mk Il CALL
SL 1200 Mk I . CALL
SL L20K CALL
SL QD33K CALL
SL DD33K .. CALL
SL BD22 S/K........... CALL
SLBD20K ............... CALL
MIDI SEPARATES
(OPTIONAL)

SB S30A CALL
SBS70......... CALL
SH E85K .. CALL
SHE 50 CALL
SHE 51... CALL
CENTRE SPEAKER
SPAV30K ............... CALL

DIGITAL COMPACT CASSETTE
RS DC10...... .. CALL

WHARFEDALE
AUTHORIZED DEALER

DIAMOND V ............ CALL
DIAMOND IV ..... CALL
DELTA 302... CALL

CALL
425 CALL
435 CALL
440...... CALL
S|/ iy CALL
2130.CS CALL
2130 Sat/Sub System CALL
2180.3. . CALL
RS 30,45.,60........ CALL
MODUS CUBE CALL
MODUS MACRO ..... CALL
MODUS MINI..... CALL
MODUS ACTIVE BASS  CALL
MODUS MONITOR. CALL
MODUS CENTRE..... CALL

HAREWOOD RRP £995.95
CALL

*WHAT HI-FI? AWARD
WINNERS

BOSE

FOREST GATE, LONDON E7 8DF
Tel:081-470 3499

LONDONBRANCH | pyp opgesnunl

448/450 ROMFORD ROAD,

ESSEX BRANCH

authorised dealer

MARANTZ PM44SE
WHAT HI-FI? AWARD WINNER

We’'ll blow your mind — Not your budget!

MARANTZ CD 52SE Mkl
WHAT HI-FI? AWARD WINNER

95 CRANBROOK ROAD,
ILFORD, ESSEX
Tel:081-514 7449

AWARD WINNER
PIONECER

A300X

EPHONE

PRC BESTBUY
WHATHI-FI?

FRREARCaANTE -

PM44SE

£PHONE
AWARD WINNER

0N

20 OFF

Gal
IN STOCK |
PRC BEST BUY

" PRCBESTBUY
KENWOOD
'KAV8500

&
fPHONE

PRC BEST BUY

Technics

SLPG 520

RRP £199.95

'WHA

£169.95
PRC BEST BUY

ALE

HAREWOOD

PRC BEST BUY



Amplifiers

he amplifier sits at the heart of the system,

processing the outputs from all the various

music sources as necessary and then dn-
ving the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate)
functions are integrated into a single box at the
low-to-middle price points; separated pre- and
power amplifiers, even separate power supplies,
become increasingly common as one moves
upmarket. At the upper end of the specialist mar-
ket, valve amplifiers provide a popular alternative
to the transistor types amongst enthusiasts.

There is a substantial difference between spe-

cialist (sound quality oriented) amplifiers and the
consumer electronics style models. The former

THE DIRECTORY

are bleakly simple, avoiding all unnecessary fea-
tures to provide the most direct signal path in
the interests of best sound quality. The latter
range from models with just basic tone controls
and tape recorder switching, to those with elabo-
rate facilities such as graphic equalisers, remote
control (including volume), surround sound
options etc. etc.

We include our measured power output
(RMS, 8ohm load, | channel driven) — but again,
paradoxically, this doesn't necessarily correspond
to the loudness capability of the amplifier, which
has as much to do with the elegance of the over-
load characteristics within a given system (valve

amplifiers invariably sound more powerful than
their rating would suggest).

Apart from output the facilities listing shows
how many line (that is inputs besides those for
phono cartridges) inputs a product has and
includes tape inputs. The MM and MC blobs indi-
cate which types of cartridge can be accomodat-
ed. Integrated, preamp and power amp indicate
the type of amplifier reviewed, and in some
instances that a pre/power combination has been
tested. In such instances the price given is for
both components. The remote control and head-
phone socket blobs indicate the existence of
these facilities

6’%"0
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Product £Price Comments
Adcom GCA-510 349 G American power amp with line inputs and passive pot, highly detailed midrange but rather high price 81 5 . 121
Adcom GFP-555II/GFA-535lI 850 A+ Technically proficient pre/power saddled with a slightly hard and unsympathetic sound 94 6 e o . o 124
AMC CVT3030 460 A A well meaning and affordable attempt to mix transistors with valves, albeit one that only really shines with simple musical styles 35 B . . 116
A Akai AM-47 230 G+ Plenty of widgets and an unexpectedly sharp, open and detailed sound. Looks ghastly but sounds strain free 104 4 o . e 104
Akai AM-95 630 A- A revamped version of the older AM-93 with newer onboard bitstream DACs. Its sound is just too eager, however 110 6 o o e 109
Albarry AP4/5508 850 A- A disappointing sound from a pre/power amp that's hamstrung by a variety of technical oversights. Albarry has done better 46 4 o ° . 116
A Albarry PP1 400 G+ Available with or without various MM/MC options, the “basic’ PP1 has an attractively warm, earthy sound 48 4 . 104
Alchemist Kraken 444 A Class-A objet d'art that's far too sensitive to RF interference. Can sound cold and fierce as a result 54 5 e e o 116
A Alchemist Kraken APD7/APD8 775 G Aquirky Class A number with an equally warm and colourful sound. Hardly accurate but entertaining nonetheless 49 4 e o i® 124
A Arcam Delta 1105/120.2 1070 VG Now in mkll guise this established combination has matured into a very articulate, powerful if dry-sounding amplifier. 109 4 e o e o o o 124
A Arcam Delta 290 450 VG Combines the dryness and restraint of Arcam's older models with a refreshing sense of detail, dynamics and musical colour. 99 5 e e o e ¢ 116
A Art Audio Quintet 988 VG Switchable triode/ultralinear output stage. In triode mode these are 15 of the sweetest watts around. Surprisingly gutsy 16/25 . 109
Audio Innovations Series 200 850 G Turns in a fuller and more substantial performance via MM rather than CD. Otherwise its sound can seem slightly bleached 107 & .= o o 109
A Audio Innovations Series 30011 500 G+ Under-powered and over-distorted yet capable of realising an open and captivatingly expressive sound. Sensitive speakers are a must 9 4 e . 97
A Audio Innovations Series 700 999 G+ Valve amp that can turn the roughest of digital sounds into music, both understated and graceful. Sensitive speakers are a must 24 5 . 116
A Audio Note Ongaku 43125 E  Asingle ended, zero negative feedback, triode, line level integrated amp and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the world! 27 6 . Col
A Audiogram MB1 500 G+ It'll successfully tackle the most difficult of speakers and still provide a very warm, rich and euphonic sound 46 . . e o 116
A Audiolab 8000A 450 VG Recent mods have cured the slightly glassy treble, replacing it with a smoother and more solid style of music making 81 7 o e @ e 97
Audiolab 8000C/8000P 1100 G Very distinctive, almost stark neutrality that will not appeal to all listeners. Good value engineering, nevertheless 1678 7 Te&y e o o e 97
A Aura VA-100 Evolution 300 G+ Might overheat when driving insensitive, low-impedance speakers but was applauded for its sense of scale and drama via CD 8l & Se . e 109
A Aura VA-50 250 VG Superficially similar to the cheaper VA-40 but with much more of the old MA-80's magic! Great sound from a slimline package 65 5 e . e 97
A Beard Audio CA35/P35mkil 1790 VG Good build quality and finish and a characteristic valve sound make a first class amplifier capable of great musical enjoyment 3% 4 e o ° o e 63
Beard CA506 1295 G+ A versatile valve preamp, the bass sounded lively if a touch softened, while the treble was detailed but lacked a little sparkle & e e . 50
Beard M70 1995 G+ A substantial British monoblok power amplifier, but not a great deal more impressive than the P35 70 . 50
A Concordant Excelsior 1040 E  Styling might not inspire confidence, but sonically this preamp 1s tremendously vivid and detailed. Real high-end performance 3 e . 77
A Conrad-Johnson PV-10 1250 E  Fabulous preamplifier. Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono stage; classy build quality too. 4 o ° 78
A Conrad-Johnson Premier 7 11000 E  The 'Seven is designed without compromise, and is clearly one of the finest (valve) preamplifiers money can buy. 4 e o . Col
A Creek CAS 4040 S3 220 G Now in mk3 guise the ‘4040 offers a dry but tidy sound via disc and one that's slightly leaner and better focussed on CD 41 3 e . e 92
Creek CAS 4140 S2 250 A+ Running production changes inspired us to re-review this amp which now sounds thicker and ‘blurred’ compared to the original 41 3 e o o * 109
Creek CAS 6060 500 G Looks like the old ‘5050 but employs the sort of big, meaty-sounding electronics used in the earlier ‘4040. Dynamic and impressive. 81 5 e e @ e 104
A Cyclone Catalyst 1995 VG Exceptionally load tolerant and very refined in delivery. Extra options available in future 74 80
A Denon PMA-250lll 160 A= Pretty high resolution for the price, occasionally looses its grip but is generally engaging.and enjoyable 65r 3 Jle . e 121
A A Denon PMA-450 250 G+ Denon's latest integrated amp swept the board with its big, brassy if somewhat extravagant sound. 998 5 Le . * 116
A DPA Digital DSP-200S/DPA-200S 1245 E  The very dramatic but exceptionally detailed and transparent sound of this combination belies its modest power rating. 48 5 o . 124
A Dual CV600RC 160 G A very lively, open and vibrant sound. Slightly sanitised via CD perhaps, but still damn good for a features-first integrated amp! 63 5 e . e o 104
E.AAR. 549 5400 VG Valves imitating trannies give exceptional power delivery but not the delicacy and transparency one expects 200 . 60
A EAR. 802/509mKIl 4200 VG Extremely well made and combining the sonic strengths of both transistors and valves this EAR combo warrants attention 100 6 o o o 63
EMF Audio Sequel 349 G+ A fresh start for Mike Creek has resulted in the Sequel, a minimalist amp with a very refined but mildly restrained sound 47 4 e . e 109
Exposure XX 625 A  Line only integrated with good sense of timing but limited hf extension. Likely to be very system dependent. 43 4 . 121
A Exposure X/XINI Super 1650 VG New preamp and improved power amp led to a smooth and refined sound, MM/MC less transparent than CD 61 5 e o o o 80
A Grant GBOAMS 1300 G+ Neat and compact valve monoblok gave good sound on the 8ohm tap, better still on 4ohms. The midrange was particularly natural 60 . 57
A A Harman Kardon HK6150 200 G+ Based on the older HK6100 but with a more solid, punchy and expressive performance that attracted considerable praise 4 5 e . e 109
A Harman Kardon HK6250 280 G+ Heavlly based on the cheaper HK6150, this version offers slightly more power with a similarly gutsy and expressive sound 51 5 e . e 116
Harman Kardon HK6550 430 A- Follow up to 6500 is disappointing with grainy hf and limited depth. Quite powerful but ultimately not up to the mark 69 6 o o @ e 121
Harman Kardon HK6850 900 G This monster is derived from the HK6800 with a similarly deep and powerful sound but a rather steep price tag 101F 6 T8 e Seh & e 109
Heybrook C3/P3 1379 A Héybrook has improved the manufacture of its power amp though flaws in the preamp’s disc input remain 1467 4 fe e o o 104
A Heybrook Signature 2014 G+ A stunningly powerful and vivid-sounding combination which is equally impressive via vinyl or CD 148 4 o o °« o 109
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JVC AX-A342 170 A  Avalue-conscious budget amp offering plenty of power but a slightly untidy and inconsistent sound w5 e . e 109
JVC AX-R562 250 A- More fuss and bluster than detail and dynamics was how one listener concisely described this less than wonderful model 00F 5 e . o o 121
A JVCAX-21010 650 G+ One of the best behemoths: a big amp with a big, boppy and unmuddled sound and a couple of ancient 16-bit DACs for good measure! 124 6 o o o .
A Jadis JP30/JA30 10750 E  French tubes. Beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful sounding midrange transcend limitations at frequency extremes 30 4 e ° o
Kelvin AZ| 700 A This latest Absolute Zero still sounds animated but also rather more synthetic and crude. It's also rather more expensive 100 6 . 116
A A Kenwood KA-3020 170 G+ An unassuming little amplifier that turns in a remarkably balanced and entertaining sound. Lively, detailed and engaging 86 5 e . 97
Kenwood KA-4050R 280 A- Respectable but ultimately uninspiring model whose remote control is its main asset 85 5 e e o e o 121
A Lecson Quattra 420 G Underpowered but with the flexibility of four independent power amps. Very deep, captivating sound with 3D soundstaging 40, 5 e o ® 92
Magnum Quartet A 329 A- Anintegrated model that incorporates four monobloks optimised for bi-wiring, but sound is sandy in the treble 72 5 . e 121
A Magnum A-Class 599 G+ Lashings of rich and compelling music, trading a hint of lushness for stark accuracy. An unexpected find. Phono stage option BoF 7 . 116
A Marantz PM-52SE 430 G+ The SE premium pays for a degree of fluency that draws you into the music and keeps you there. Rather nice B 6 e o o e 121
Meridian 201/205 1285 G+ A fine preamp with option of full system remote, plus competent monoblok power amplifiers with generally good performance 100 6 e o e o o 62
Moth Series 30 587 G+ A modular system capable of cracking results. The passive preamp and power amp combination warrant a Best Buy in their own right 35" 4 Te) » o o 109
A Musical Fidelity Preamp/Typhoon 500 G+ A combination that plays everything close to its chest but bridge the power amp and you'll witness an explosion of detail 62 6 o o 116
Musical Fidelity Tempest 200 P+ Basic but lusty amp has a disturbingly bright and forward sound, accentuating strings and percussive detail above all else: 62 6 . e 116
A A NAD 302 170 G+ Aspritely and uplifting performance. Sounds loud but never intrusive or fatiguing 39 5 e . e 116
A A NAD 304 230 G+ Equally effective with CD and viny! this is another successful and entertaining NAD amplifier for your shortlist 60! 1§ . . e 121
NAD 1000S/208 1120 A+ One of the beefiest amplifiers we've ever tested. Unfortunately it sounds too restrained and lightweight G4t 5 WeF » e o e 124
A Nakamichi IA-3 350 G Aminimalist outing for the cassette heroes that’s very confident if a tad restrained 62 3 . o 121
A NVAAP20 260 G+ Utilitarian amplifier sounds gentle and restrained but is euphonic and utterly engaging. Optional phono stage 35 4 . 109
Onix OA-21S/SOAP 730 G- Via MM disc this amp comes alive with a fresh and vibrant sound though its CD input sounds utterly dead by comparison 60 4 1o o o 97
Onix OA22L 300 A+ Nothing genuinely unpleasant about this amplifier, simply that its hurried and lacklustre sound fails to spark the imagination 89, 5 . 116
Orelle SA-020.2 419 A  Potentially system dependent this split the panel but ultimately elicited only limited enthusiasm 86 6 . 121
A Philips FA-930 200 A+ Radical styling hides a digital switching facility plus full remote control over what is Philips’ best effort to date 9 5 e . o e 109
Pioneer A-300X 230 A+ This revamped version of the A-300 was also more confident sounding via CD than MM, yet our panel were still left unmoved 55 5B e . 116
A A Pioneer A-400 280 VG Pioneer's design concept snaps into focus with an amp that seems to bubble with musical detail. A budget bench-mark il H & » e e 92
A QED A270CD/PA 370 G+ Recent updates have bolstered the output of the A270 without adding to its colorations. The PA phono option is a touch expensive 61 5 . 97
A QED C300/P300 630 G A cost-effective combo, limited in its resolution but less beguiling as a result. Disc stage is sweeter but samey 58 3 e o ¢ e 85
Quad 34 388 A Well-built durable preamp, filtering and above average tone controls but was found lacking in sound quality (viz: detail/dynamics) 4 e o . 44
Quad 66/606 1515 G Amplifiers with a classic lineage but compromised by an equally dated, soft and undynamic sound 138 6 o e o o 124
Rational Audio 175 A+ Wacky Czechoslovakian amp offers a very open and fluid sound via CD but its MM performance depends on cartridge load i 129% 3 ''» . 92
Ray Lumley Model 75 1995 G+ Valve monobloks represent good value. What they lack in musical subtlety they make up for in sheer muscle 5 . 78
Rega Elex 298 A Minimalist amplifier that sounds too forward, hard and unforgiving for its own good. Shows plenty of promise, however 51 4 o . 116
Rose RV-23 425 G+ Beautifully built British ‘nybrid’. You can spend more to get a more transparent sound but it's hard to criticise at the price 3 Ne ° 77
A A Rotel RA-930AX 170 G+ This budget wonder captivated our listeners with its clean, vibrant and thoroughly involving sound 531 3 . e 104
A Rotel RA-935BX 200 G Aline onlywinner that lets a lot of music through and never lets things get out of hand. Could be a touch more enthusiastic 58 & . 121
A Rotel RA-940BX 250 G Rotel's cheapest ‘BX’ amp prompted a mixed reaction, some finding it muddled while others thought it ‘exceedingly musical’ 53 5 ® @ s e 109
A Rotel RA-960BX 300 G+ If you like music to harbour a latent rather than blatant sense of power this amp’s confident restraint could be just the ticket 88 T e @ @ e 116
Rotel RC-980BX/RB-980BX 800 A Plenty of watts per pound, sound is expansive but lacks a sense of poise, of control and fine detail - a disappointment 43k 5 & o * o e 109
Sansui AUX-417R 310 G+ Unusually clean and precise with more subtlety than is usually attributed to remote control amps 63 5 & = 4a e Hei121
A Sansui AU-X911DG 800 G+ Atits best when used with the on-board MASH/PWM DAC where it sounds technically neutral but still emotionally charged k2t 7 let @ . e 85
Sherwood Al-2210 80 P Lightweight in all respects this is better than you'd find on a midi and at least its reasonably painless 47 4 e . e 121
Sugden A21a 469 G The modern-day relative of Sugden’s original Class A amp and one that offers a smooth, easy-going sound 25 . 92
TEAC AX-1000 180 A- Initially entertaining but ultimately unsatisfactory and rather short on high frequencies 62 5 = . ol 121
TEAC A-X5000 260 A=~ This amplifier is compromised by a grey and muddled sound that taxed the concentration of our listeners. Better via MM disc 107 6 o o o e 97
Technics SU-VX600 220 G The first ‘tweaked” amp from Technics, its solid and sharply focused sound a taste of things to come 90 S nea e e e 104
Technics SU-VX720 250 A+ Big and spacious sound either appears rough and blustery or impressively grand depending on the music at hand 84 & @ & @ e o 116
Technics SU-VZ220 100 A- Cheap, cheerful and pretty flexible to boot the SU-VZ220 quickly sounds thin, splashy and relentless when the going gets tough 500 4 . e 109
Threshold FET 10e/SA-4 11852 G+ Almost valve-like limpidity and excellent soundstaging are star qualities of the Threshold amps 100 7 o o * o Col
Wharfedale 2050A 250 A- Loud and potentially aggressive amp that is reasonably detailed and clear. but ultimately a bit much like hard work 70, 5 Ner e le o3k 121
Woodside ISA230 900 A  Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier if one that lacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound 2 5 e . 116
Woodside SC26/STA35 2743 G+ Synergistic pairing with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency. More about poise than grunt 851 5 e o 100
YBA Integre 1199 G+ Audiophile spec French integrated with good resolution and nice phono stage 57 4 e . o
YBA 1 pre/power amp 7649 E  Well finished pre/power amp offers front rank stereo staging and transparency, and is capable of driving the most difficult loads B850 5 Al ‘e o o
YBA 2 pre/power amp 3624 G+ Superbly finished with very good space and transparency, slightly softened bass. Needs transformer for MC cartridges /0 5 e e o o
YBA 3 pre/power amp 2350 G This duo produced see-through, ethereal stereo images that were more convincing towards the centre of the soundstage 560 4 e LI

LOOKING FOR A SERIOUS AMPLIFIER? CHECK OUT NEXT MONTH'S INTEGRATED

TUBE AMP REVIEWS AND FIND OUT WHY VALVES ARE WHERE IT°S AT.
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N OFFERS

o

BRITAIN'S
LARGEST
INDEPENDENT
Hi-FI/VIDEO
BULK BUYER

STAR BUYS P

AnAN'rz AV @ﬂ ﬂé}

) Our Massive Buying Power gives

' * AV. 7 INPUTS
you the Best Possible Deal. Brand * ELECTRONIC VOLUME WITH MEMORY [ MATCHING
. * LOW FILTER. VIDEO COPYING TUNER ST563
New Factory Sealed units — All * MICROPHONE SOCKET & VOLUME £69.95

Fully Guaranteed.
(NO REPAIRED UNITS, MAIL ORDER RETURNS OR GREY IMPORTS)
€ pric .
J All prices include V.A.T. uarg sqcﬁedecg:fif:ssffg,',' equipment
?, e {0 et from Ph'."Ps)éonsumer

) We have Friendly Expert ectronics (U.K.)

Advisers on hand at our
10,0005?. ft. Superstore at
Barking. They can offer Advice and
Full Demonstrations.

() We offer the Fastest Mail Order
Department in the Business.
Insured — 24 Hour Securicor
Delivery.

_ We Care. We have Fully Trained
Service Personnel,

NSB50

* HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE
* 80 WATTS HANDLING

* SENSITIVITY 89DB

* 2 WAY SYSTEM. U.K. BUILT '

* STAND OR SHELF MOUNTING SO ) BRI I IS
* 400 x 220 x 210MM PR o= | oo

THIRD DIMENSION

* HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-
* 3 PIECE SUB WOOFER SYSTEM
" 60 WATTS HANDLING.

* 89 D.B. SENSITIVITY w L
* DELUX BLACK FINISH |
;. 0 ]

) We want your custom ...

If you have been satisfied with the
Service at Hyper-Fi tell others. If
you're not happy for any reason

don’t hesitate to tell us.

JUST WRITE TO: HYPER-FI P.R. DEPT.
(RICHSIDE), FREEPOST, RM90, CHIGWELL, IG7 6BR.

67-73 LONGBRIDGE ROAD HIE
BARKING, ESSEX.

HOTLINE: 081-591 6961 X 2cv—

ik
NOW ONLY MINUTES AWAY FROM THE NEW M11 (A406) MOTORWAY .
CLOSE TO BARKING UNDERGROUND/MAINLINE STATION % o

ONDON @
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AMPLIFIERS AMPLIFIERS TUNERS

PHILIPS SONY PHILIPS

* 2 x 43 WATTS 8 OHMS

* FULL SYSTEM REMOTE \ FA920

* TWIN SPEAKER CONECTIONS

* SUPERB BUILD QUALITY & SOUND |  Also FT920

2 THD LESS THAN 0.01% 40 WATTS | REMOTE TUNER

* 435 MM WIDE. SOFT TOUCH £79.95
CONTROLS — —

. EX(SLUSI\’{E U,5\./ADUD|OPH|LE DESIGN TAF540E
* HIGHLY REVIEWE * AM/FM 30 PRESETST
* 2 x 90 WATTS RMS 8 OHMS * REMOTE CONTROL OPTION
* PURE STRAIGHT PATH DESIGN * REMOTES WITH FA920 AMP
* MM + MC CART INPUTS * 435MM WIDE F1920

* QUALITY DIGITAL TUNER

* AUDIO/VISUAL AMPILIFIER
* 2 x 40 WATTS RMS 8 OHMS
* REMOTE CONTROL MOTORISED VOL
* TWIN DRIVE POWER SUPPLY

* HEAVY DUTY BINDING POSTS

* TWIN SPEAKERS. SEARCH DIRECT SWITCH

* HIGHLY REVIEWED TUNER RANGE
* DIAL TUNING SYSTEM AUTOSCAN
* 30 RANDOM PRESET

* 3 WAVEBAND

* QUARTZ LOCKED SYNTHESIZER

1295 WATIS 2012 20ng0 A676G STS170
* 2'x 200 WATTS DYNAMIC POWER 4

* SUPER LINEAR CIRCUIT A%’ﬁ%@“ }
* DIRECT SWITCH 7 INPUTS L £22995 |

* RECORD SELECTOR HIGH GAIN PHONE EQ.

NAKAMICHI KENWOOD

FULL AUDIO/VISUAL FUNCTION
90 WATTS PER CHANNEL

* HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI & HI-FI CHOICE

AXV401

INFRA-RED REMOTE * "SWEET CRISP DETAILED AMPLIFIER"" . };'\ZA/SLT\% gnﬁgagggggm KT2030L
& INPUTS INC TWO TAPE AUTHORISED U.K. DEALER STOCK « 6 EVENT PROGRAMME TIMER
SOURCE DIRECT. LOUDNESS 1 T 2 x 40 WATTS 8 OHMS * 60 MINUTE SLEEP TIMER

* TWIN SPEAKER OUTPUTS " 2x 57 WATTS DYNAMIC POWER 1A3 * SUPERB QUALITY

* HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI RT930AX

* 100 WATTS RMS 8 OHMS * GIBRALTER CHASSIS

* 24 CHANNEL POWER AMP TAN 2208 | | . * AM/FM DIGITAL TUNER

* MULTI CHANNEL/ SURROUND SOUND s R DI R RS Ok Sy * 3BANDS 20 PRESETS

* 4 50 WATTS RMS 8 OHMS | ' S20PRESETS

« 5 X 700 WATTS RMS 8 Obivs | Also TAAVE70ES | 14 * MM/MC. PREOUT. AB SPEAKERS RA940 £139.95 j
* 3 AN ST HABLE £469.95 HIGHLY REVIEWED AMP TAF670ES RT950 £169.95 RCD965 £239.95

RECIEVERS

* HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FlI STS570RDS
* BEST TUNER IN CLASS (£200 WHAT HI-Fl)

* RADIO DATA SERVICE RDS SYSTEM

* RADIAL POWER SUPPLY

A.V. REMOTE RECIEVER
DOLBY SURROUND SOUND
2 x 60 WATTS FRONT 2 x 10 WATTS REAR
6 AUDIO 2 VIDEO INPUTS * DIAL TUNNING SYSTEM

“ * VIDEO OUT COPY FACILITY * ALPHA NUMERIC DISPLAY

95 * DYNAMIC BASS FEEDBACK SYSTEM STRD590 * 30 RANDOM PRESET 3 WAVEBAND

:2£199-95

=000 =00 =00 mMZOImrm-4 mMZ-r-H0I

* HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-Fl
* 44 KEY REMOTE CONTROL. KA4040R
* 2 x 60 WATTS 20HZ -20KHZ e

* 2 x 140 WATTS DYNAMIC POWER | Also KA4020
* PURE SIGNAL GROUND LINE £139.




IMPORTANT NOTICE WHAT HI-FI AWARDS 1993

We stock nearly all the award winning products of 1993.
We will beat any voucher, tape, disc, speaker stcnd, coshbock, heodphone, extended guarantee, instant free credit, free
gifts or any other promotional offer with a guaranteed cash equivalent deducted from the cost of your purchase.
We guarantee to be the cheapest We will beat any genvine advertised price by £10

COMPACT DIsSC SPEAKERS SPEAKERS
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PIONEER

SONY

* HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE PDS601
* STABLE PLATTER MECHANISM
* 1 BIT DIRECT LINEAR CONVERSION

SSA505

QUALITY BRITISH BUILT SPEAKERS
* 100 WATT POWER HANDLING

3 WAY INFINITE BAFFLE SYSTEM.

SENSITIVITY 88DB PER WATT

1 METRE

DELUXE BLACK ASH FINISH

250 X 470 X 195MM

CELESTION

* 5 DISC MULTI PLAY C.D.

* 1 BIT CD 45 BIT DIGITAL FILTER
* 20 TRACK MUSIC CALENDAR

* 5 DISC DIRECT ACCESS

* PEAK SEARCH TIME EDIT/FADE

CDP322M

J.P.W.

MIN
* IMPROVED MODEL UP FROM MINI MONITOR
RECOMMENDED HI-FI CHOIC
* 70 WATTS POWER RATING
FERRO FLUID DOME TWEETER
* HARD WIRED X/OVERS
LARGE DIAMETER TERMINALS
* WALNUT OR BLACK FINISH

Also SONATA W.L.
£20 EXTRA |

DITTON 2

* HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE

* CLASSIC SPEAKER QUALITY

* 100 WATTS HANDLING

* 2 WAY INFINITE BAFFLE

* SUPERB BLACK ASH FINISH

* DELUXE AMERICAN WALNUT
FINISH £169.95

* HIGHLY REVIEWED HI-FI CHOICE
* HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI

* 100 WATTS HANDLING

* 3 WAY BASS REFLEX

* SUPERB DARK OAK FINISH

YAMAHA

J.P.W.

UK SPECIFIED FOR SOUND QUALITY
1 BIT PDM CONVERTOR
REMOTE CONTROL INCLUDES VOLUME

| * RANDOM AND PROGRAM PLAY
* DIGITAL OUTPUT

SONATA

* HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI
* WHAT HI-Fl AWARD WINNER
* HI-FI CHOICE BEST BUY
* 70 WATTS HANDLING
* FREQ RANGE 70HZ - 20KHZ
* WALNUT FINISH

320 x 230 x 210mm

WHARFEDALE

COLERIDGE

* HIGHLY REVIEWED
HI-FI CHOICE

* 100W POWER HANDLING

* FREQUENCY RESPONSE
45HZ-25KHZ

* SESITIVITY 8908

* DELUXE REAL WALNUT
VENEER FINISH
FB815 SPIKED STANDS £39.95

* BLACK FINISH £199.95

CELESTION

CELESTION

* HIGHLY REVIEWED STABLE PLATTER
* ANTI RESONANCE DESIGN

* 1 BIT DIRECT LINEAR CONVERSION. FDS 70

] * SEMII CENTRE TRAY OPTICLE DIGITAL OUT

* DISPLAY OFF CONT. CD DECK SYNCRO

CELESTION 1
* RECOMMENDED WHAT HI-FI AWARDS
* 2 WAY BASS REFLEX
* 50 WATTS POWER HANDLING
* SENSITIVITY 86 DB SPL TW/1M
* FREQ RES 78HZ-20KHZ
* 5 ELEMENT CROSSOVER

ALSO DITTON ONE
£139.95

CELESTION 15

* RECOMMENDED HI-FI CHOICE

* HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI

* FLOOR STANDING 2 WAY DESIGN
* TITANUM DOME TWEETER

* 100 WATTS HANDLING

* SUPERB DARK OAK FINISH

* LASER DISC PLAYER

CLD2600

MS5.10
* FULLY SHEILDED MAGNETS SUITABLE|
FOR ALL A/V APLICATIONS
* HIGHLY REVIEWED HI-FI SPEAKER
* NEW IMPROVED TWEETER
* POSITEC PROTECTION SYSTEM
* SHELF OR FLOOR STAND USE
* 100 WATTS HANDLING
* ROSEWOOD FINISH

[ MS5.10 BLACK IMPROVED
TWEETER £99.95

MS5.50

* HIGHLY REVIEWED SPEAKER

* FLOOR STANDING BASS REFLEX

* 89 DB 1 WATT SENSITIVITY

* TWIN BASS UNITS DOME TWEETER
* ROSEWOOD FINISH

Also
DELUXE BLACK
FINISH
£349.95




CASSETTE DECKS|] COMPACT DISC

* HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE

* 3 WAVEBAND AM/FM/LW

* WAVE IF. DIRECT DETECTION
* 30 RANDOM PRESETS

* STATE OF THE ART QUALITY

{ * ALPHA NUMERIC DISPLAY

STS77OES

SONY

* FIVE CASSETTE CAROUSEL

* CONTINUOUS RECORD/PLAY FOR7.5 HOURS
* 3 MOTOR AMORPHOUS HEA

* REMOTE CONTROL POWER LOADING

* DOLBY B.C. HX PRO. HIGH SPEED DUBBING

* QUALITY COMPACT DISC
* 3 BEAM LASER PICK UP

* 20 SELECTION PROGRAM
* REMOTE OPTIONAL

* DIGITAL OPTICAL OUTPUT
* SLIMLINE BLACK 240 VOLT

CDM770

TCFX170

Also TCK 370
299,,9‘5, = |

* QUALITY CASSETTE DECK
* DOLBY B+C

* FINE BIAS ADJUST
* AUTO TAPE SELECT
* MULTIPLEX. FILTER

* HIGHLY REVIEWED CASSETTE C1s610

* DUAL CAPSTAN 3 HEAD DECK
DOLBY BC HX PRO

* CD DECK SYNCRO

* MUSIC SKIP DISPLAY OFF

* QUALITY COMPACT DISC

* FULLY PROGRAMABLE

* SUPERB TOP LOAD DESIGN

* SUITABLE FOR ANY MAKE HI-FI.

NAKAMICHI

S

* SUPERB OUALITY CASSETTE DECK

* SINGLE AUTO REVERSE.

* DOLBY B.C. & HX PRO

* SOFT TOUCH CONTROLS

* FLOURESENT DISPLAY 435MM WIDE

FC920

* FIVE STAR WHAT HI-FI REVIEW  DR3
* HIGHLY REVIEWED HI-FI CHOICE.

* SUPERB QUALITY 2 HEAD MACHINE
* OUTSTANDING RECORD QUALITY

Also DR2 &DR1
* AUTHORISED UK DEALER STOCK ‘

UNBEATABLE

* QUALITY TWIN CASSETTE
* DOLBY B+C N
* NORMAL OR HIGH SPEED DUBBING
* LEFT & RIGHT RECORD
* 2 MOTOR MECHANISM

KXW162

X RECOMMENDED HI-FI CHOICE GX9511
* 3 HEAD SUPER GX (10 YEAR GUARANTEE)

* CLOSED LOOP DUAL CAPSTAN DRIVE

* DOLBY B, C & HX PRO (SWITCHABLE)

* AZIMUTH & HEIGHT ADJUSTMENT

* FAMOUS PHILIPS QUALITY

Also AK601
MIDI CD
£69.95

SYSTEMS

* HIGH REVIEWED CASSETTE RANGE
* THREE HEAD 2 MOTOR SYSTEM
* DOLBY B.C. HX PRO

TCK490

Also TCK470
£1392.95

* OPTIONAL REMOTE CONTROL

MHC2700

* C.D. MINI HI-FI COMPONENTS
* FULL REMOTE CONTROL

* 2 X 35 WATTS OUTPUT

* SOUND SURROUND FACILITY
* ELECTRONIC EQUALIZER

" TWIN CASS. DOLBY B & C

* GREAT FEATURE REVIEW WHAT HI-FI
* 45 BIT 8 DAC D/A CONVERSION.

* DIGITAL SERVO SYSTEM

* FULL REMOTE/REM VOL

* TIME/MANUAL FADE

CDP597

B

PIONEER

* 3 HEAD CASSETTE

CTS 510
* INFRA RED REMOTE. —

Also CTS210 95‘
CTS410 .95 |

* H/P OUTPUT MUSIC SEARCH

J3IM

* FULL REMOTE MIDI HI-FI
* 2 X 80 WATTS SEPERATE

X PR
* MULTI-PLAY COMPACT DISC

| * TIMER PROGRAM EDIT

PHILIPS

* QUALITY MULTI CD * 5 DISC CAROUSEL

* MEMORY 50 TRACKS * CHANGE DISC DURING PLAY
* SHUFFLE PLAY ALL DISCS

* 16 BIT 4X OVERSSAMPLE

* TOUCH TO CLOSE TRAY AK701

-
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GENUINE ADVER‘I’ISED PRICE!

PMABBOR

Jvc
AXA2TN £79.95
AXAL62 £229.95

KENWOOD

£299.95

A V57018

NAKAMICHI
AMP 2 £229.95
£22995

P.O

RA 960 BX P.O.A
RC/RB9SOBX £269.95
RA 980 BX P.O.A

Y
£79.95
£99.95

£119.95

£139.95
£149.95
£169.95
£249.95
£279.95
£299.95
£469.95
NICS
£119.95
£139.95
£149.95

SON
TAF1708B
TAF2708
TAF319R
TAN220
TAF440E
TAF540E
TAF670ES

YAMAHA
AX350 £99.95

ALL PRICES

- Al SYSTEMS AVAILABLE WITH SPEAKERS FROM 220 APAR.ED.: EX DISPI.AY FULLY G GUARANTEED

A TAAVE70

WE WILL BEAT ANY

IAUDIO VISUAL

CELESTO!
FULLRANGE P

z

» ovovol
00 0000 O
> »r>> >

JP
FULL RANGE
KENW

0
0

Sooo
NOOO

KAV8500ED
MARA

w—
O
00

®oooo
00000
>RB>>>>>28 >>>

[¢]

MORDAUNT SHi
FULL RANGE P

MONITOR AUDIO
FULLRANGE P.O.A

PIONEER

CLD2600 £289 95
VSA740 £299.95
POA.

¢}

VSAD802S

.O.
0.
.O.
0.
O

>>>>>

ROTE
RB956AX 2324
RSPP60AX — £399.9.

SONY
TAN220
STRD590
MDP650
TAAV5708
TANSSES
STRDS511
STRDS11
STRD790
TAE1000ES

)
w
0
0
{8 &8

>8> PEP>

£469

o
o-<

TANNO
FULL RANGE

TECHNICS
SAG530
SAGX550LK

Y.
DSPA500
DSPA1000
DSPA2070
DSPE200

oo
00

1,
PEPEEPPPPP B> >

I
>

PVVOVOVVOVUVOD
0000000000

SC80
NSC110

TUNERS

KT3050LED  £129.95
KT17020 £129.95
MARANTZ
ST35L £99.95
ST50L £99.95

ST40

£119.95
ST72LED £199.95
402

PO.A.

SPECIAL TO HI-FI CHOICE READERS

AKAMICHI

RT950BX
SONY

S1S170

S1S370

STS211LB

STS570ES

STS3111B

S1S770 ES

STS505ES
TECHNICS

ST610L P.O.A

STG470L £124.95

STG630RDS  PO.A

STGT550 P.OA

STGYOLKED £199.95

STGT650 PO.A
YAMAH

A
£99 95
£129.95
X950 £149.95

RECEIVERS

DENON
DRA435 £199.95
DRA345R  £249.95
DRA545R  £319.95

Jvc
RX506VBK  £199.95

KRV4050
NAD
701/705  £259.95.
NAKAMICHI
RECEIVER 2 £199.95
PIONEER
SX777 £199.95

SONY
STRD390
STRD590
STRD790

STRD711

TECHNICS
SAGX130DLK£159.9
SAGX230DLK£199.9

AlW.
ADF410ED  £89.95
ADWX828ED£159.95
ADFBIOED £169.95
ADWX929ED£189.95
XKS7000 £399.95

DENON
DRM510 £99.95
DRM540 £159.95
DRM610 £199.95

DRM810 £299.95
Jvc
TDW106BK £109.95
TDWB05TN  £229.95
KENWOOD
KX3050 P.OA.
KXW8040  £149.95

KX5030 £149.95

KX5050 POA.

KX9050S P.O.A.

MARANTZ

SD52 £99.95

£149.95

£229.95

£269.95
NAKAMICHI

R1 POA.

TCFX170B £69.95

TCK411
TCWR535B
1CCS5
TCK870ES
TCWR635S
TCKS511S £279.95
TCK611S £329.95
TECHNICS
RSBX404 POA.
RSTR232KED £139.95
RSTR333KED £1 59 95
RSB626 £159.95
RSTR515KED 2199 95

£199.95
£249.95

RSBX747K  £299.95

HA

£129.95

RO.A.
KX650 P.O.A.

S
PSLX100B
PSLX150B
PSLX431B

£54.95
£79.95

SL1210 £349.95

|
BOWERS & WILKINS
DM60OOED £99.95
£99.95
£189.95

DITTON 2BL £149.95

£149.95
£149.95
£169.95
£199.95
£299.95
£399.95
£499.95
£799.95
VEGA
£249.95
£299.95
£399.95
£499.95

P.O. A

SONATA WL £69. 95
SONATABL  £99.95
Pl £139.95
AP2 £169.95
AP. £199 95

STANDS

MONITOR AUDIO
MON1 GOLD£189.95
MON 7 GOLD 11£249.95
MON 9 GOLD Il £289.95
STUDIO 5  £419.95
MAB800 £439.95
MON 14 GOLD I£469.95

STUDIO 10 £829.95
STUDIO 15 £999.95
MORDAUNT SHORT
MS5.10RO .
MS5.10 BL

MS5.30 RO

MS5.30 BL

MS5.40BL

MS5.50RO

MS5.50BL

802

S
SSA505 £ 9.95
SS70 STAND  £79.95
SS85E £79.95
A RMI2 16 £99.95
SS125E £109.95
APMI41ES £129.95
APMIBIES £199.95
SSS70ES £319.95
TANNOY

615 £.
WHARFEDALE
Diamond IV £59.95
Delta 30 1l £89.95

CRS £89.95
Diamond 5

505/2

515

CRS5

507/2

517

CRS7

425 99.95
COLERIDGEBL  £199.95
COLERIDGE WL £249.95
COLERIDGE WIC £299.95
CRS9 £299.95

NSB50 £89.95

KENWOOD
GE 4030 £149.95
GE 7030 £199.95

9.9.
SHE85KED  £99.95

V AT, FREE PERSONAL ORDERS WELCOME. PRICES SUBfECT TO CHANGE E. &

LONGBRIDGE ROAD

BARKING, ESSEX 1G11 8TG.

081-591 6961

081-594 3996

SHGE7QEK
SHGESOK

MINI SYSTEMS

POA
A

SCCH950  £799.95

MIDI SYSTEMS
AKAI

USE COUPONS TO QUALIFY

MAIL ORDER CUT OFF COUPON

Please add £6 per item for insured Securicor deliveries.

FREE
HEADPHONES

WITH ALL SCOOP
PURCHASES

NAKAMICHI95 NAKAMICHI
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COMPACT DISCS

AKAI
CD25 £79.95
£129 95

¢}
>

EL
£229.95
239.95

N s oronoans
(=]

Laelaplaplsslastapoptord
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LV amplifiers

Denon AVC-3530
Harman Kardon AVR30
Kenwood KA-V8500
Marantz PM-700AV
Philips FR940

Pioneer VSA-D802S
Sherwood RV-6010R
Technics SA-GX550
Yamaha DSP-A2070

AV amplifiers

n practice an A/V amplifier provides all the

standard CD, tuner, tape, aux and phono

nputs offered by a standard stereo amplifier. In
addition many also incorporate an AM/FM tuner
section which, strictly speaking, makes them AV
receivers
More importantly a modern A/V amplifier
includes a Dolby Pro Logic decoding chip along
with extra circurtry to effect the rear channel
delay. Naturally there's at least four channel's
worth of amplification under the bonnet to feed
the five loudspeaker outputs (Front L and R,

£Price Comments

THE DIRECTORY

ost also include a
ubwoofer output to enhance the rb-
shaking impact of ‘action’ movies for example
Some A/V amps offer other surround modes like
simulated stereo, Hall surround (L+R is fed to the
rear) and Matnix surround (L-R is fed to the rear)
Others use an element of Digital Signal Processing
(DSP) to steer the Dolby Pro-Logic or permit a
variable rear channel delay. This also opens up
including options like Jazz, Church, Hall and
Stadium Surround modes which use different
delay and steering levels to generate different

Centre and Rear mono L+R). M
line-level s

999 VG A true heavyweight with a richly detailed sound and flexible features to match

999 G+ Limited surround options are offset by a very secure sound with excellent control over effects

disappointment on dem

of movie soundtracks.

699 G- Can sound a tad forced and immediate but 1s remarkably well-equipped with digital soundfield options
450 A+ Sounds just great through front and centre channels but surround is very weak

450 A=~ Perhaps as aresultof the mismatch between front/centre channels, the FR940 proved a great

600 A- The disappointingly grey sound lacks attack and confidence, undermining the tension

350 A~ Another A/V amp with mismatched channels, creating a soft and ineffectual soundfield.

450 VG A surprisingly gutsy and involving performance from a modestly-priced package

1100 G+ The ultimate in AV flexibility with fu

Cables

ables are not accessories but an integral

part of your system. You can make do

without accessories but no conventional
system will function without cables. Inevitably
some cables are greater than others. The best
cable for your system will only be found
through trial and error, but hopefully by com-
bining our recommendations with those of a
dealer you will end up with something that suits
both your pocket and your system. Generally
speaking budget to spend about ten per cent of
the total system cost on cables.

ﬂllﬂ/ﬂﬂllﬂ inter L'ﬂIlIIEL'I.S'

Audio Note AN-A
Audioguest Ruby Hyperlitz
A Audioquest Lapis Hyperlitz
Audio Technica AT620
Chord Chameleon
A Chord Solid
A Cogan-Hall Intermezzo Ref
Cogan Hall Intermezzo E-M
A A D\M Interconnect
Goldring "Studio Quality’
A Is0da Electric HA-08-PSR
A Madrigal HPC
Magnan Type Vi
A Monster Interlink 500
A Moth Ley Line Black
Moth Ley Line Grey
A Panasonic RP-CA910

A Silver Sounds 12/2 and 12/3

Sonic Link Yellow

ull manual control over ever conceivable soundfield

Analogue interconnects are the leads that
connect source components to amplifiers and
pre to power amps. The cables in this section
are priced for a one metre terminated pair.
Symmetrical indicates where a twisted pair of
conductors are used. Coaxial means that there
is a central 'hot' conductor and a shield that car-
ries the negative signal. Stranded cables have
multiple strands and solid core use individually
insulated strand(s). Copper and silver indicates
whether these metals are used as conductors.

Digital interconnects connect CD transports

“sound fields'.

From left to right the headings below indicate
how many watts per channel each amp has for its
front, centre and surround outputs. Surround
modes indicates how many different surround
effects are available and includes DSP. The audio
inputs are for both hi-fi and AV components. S-
type and phono video inputs are for VCRs,
Laserdisc players and CTVs, S-type being the bet-
ter of the two . Subwoofer outputs are of the
phono socket variety for active subs, and AM/FM
tuner denotes if the unit is effectively a receiver.

0 .
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to DAGs, and are traditionally coaxial with a
750hm impedance. They come in optical and
electrical varieties, the former being made of
plastic or glass and the latter in coaxial or alter-
native configurations. The prices shown are for
a terminated linear metre

Speaker cables are used between the ampli-
fier and speaker. Our prices are for a terminat-
ed Smetre pair. Resistance and capacitance are
indicated as low (L), medium (M) or high (H).
Neither high resistance nor high capacitance
cables are suitable for long runs.

S
7, o, 8, %
e e

29.50 A- A well-rounded and cuddly sound from a high-ish resistance interconnect. Lacks a sense of scale and dynamics o . . 108
70 A+ Acrisp, fast and articulate-sounding cable if one that's a little too painted for our listeners . ° . 108
329 E Anexpensive cable that justifies its tag with a beautifully poised sound - natural, relaxed and very compatible. . . e 108
28 A  Plenty of cable for the money but its performance is distinctly lightweight, lacking depth and subtlety . . . 108
59 A+ An unpredictable cable with an “anomalous treble’ that can sound harsh one moment and oddly recessed the next! . ] . 108
115 WG What looks like a military RF cable actually provides a slightly forward but incisive and intimately detailed performance . . . e 108
185 E A user-hostile cable with a tight, convincing bass allied to a very relaxed and involving mid/treble . . . 108
320 G+ This bigger, thicker and thoroughly unwieldy 3-core version of the Intermezzo Reference actually sounds a little coarser ° . . 108
40 VG Fresh, transparent and packed full of detail, this slither of a cable scored a direct hit with our listeners . . . 108

20 A- Abog-standard OFC coaxial cable that might otherwise be given away with a new amp or CD player. Cheap but nothing special . . . 108
199 G+ This odd-ball cables utilises a mix of copper, brass and aluminium strands to achieve a very distinct sound . . ° 108
215 VG A very unusual cable design with a business-like approach to music-making that barély conceals its underlying ‘f\.zz‘ . . . 108
595 A+ With a series resistance some 500-1000 times higher than average, the furry sound of the Type Vi will alter from system to system . ° . 108
60 G+ Plenty of hype to keep the marketing bandwagon rolling plus a lively and lucid balance to cheer up the enthusiast . . ° 108
100 G+ The cheapest of Moth's Ley Line series uses just two twisted conductors to achieve a very solid and confident sound. . o . e 108
200 G+ The four twisted conductors of this cable actually mark a downturn in audio quality . . . e 108
50 G This conventional coax employs plenty of hi-tech materials which encourage an even-handed balance. A good upgrade . . . 108
99/150 VG Both these cables share a similarly open, transparent and dynamic sound though the latter is arguably the better integrated . ° . » 108
60 A Aninteresting non-copper cable with an up-front sounded described as "heavy-handed and pushy’ . ° 108
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NAD 302 Amplifier Marantz PM44SE Amplifier
Sony CDP X707ES CD Player Marantz CD52SE CD Player
JVC MXG7 Mini System Sony STS 311 Tuner

Philips DCC 600 Tape Deck Sony TCK611 Tape Deck
Mission 753 Speakers Mission 751 Speakers
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£Price Comments

A Somc Link Violet 99 G+ Another nickel-based cable but with a very much better-balanced sound than Sonic Link Yellow . . 108
Straight Wire Laser Link 50 A+ Thanks to its high parallel capacitance this interconnect helps remove ultrasonic noise. Unfortunately it still sounds very odd! . . . 108
Straight Wire LSI-Encore 90 A+ A solid-sounding cable with a strong mid and bass but a disappointingly sat-upon treble . . . 108

A Tara Labs Prism 36 G 6N-purity copper, aero-grade insulation and spaced solid-core conductors all add-up to a slightly bright but frisky sound . . . 108

A A Tara Labs Quantum CD 63 G+ Praised by our panel for its lack of obvious vices, Quantum CD encourages a sweet and positive sound . . . 108
Tara Labs Quantum I 99 G Bass power and extension is the key to the sound of this unusual and hi-tech cable . . . 108

A Van den Hul The Source 70 G+ Accurately reflects the life of the music without detail forcibly from the speakers ° . . e 108

Van den Hul MC D-102mKIIl S 80 A+ Arather coloured sound thanks to Its full and resonant bass but spoiled overall by a dirty treble . . . e 108
%,
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AA Audioquest Video Z 50 E The very best available with an expressive sound but generous price to sweeten the pill Electrical . e 108
Audioquest Digital PRO 90 A+ Asilver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clean-cut transparency Electrical . e 108
Audioquest Optilink Z 100 A  Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension Optical . 108
Bandridge AL560 20 P The disappointingly heavy and muddled sound of this basic fibre thwarts any recommendation Optical . 108
Chord Codac 34 A Aconnection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration Electrical . e 108
A Aora Digi-link 27.50 VG Can seem slightly impassive but there's no avoiding its exceptionally detailed sound Electrical . e 108
DPA Opti-link 20 P Very similar to Bandridge AL560 with an equally naff sound Optical . 108
Kimber PSB Digilink 24 A- Ananalogue interconnect inappropriately pressed into digital service. A visible deterioration in the digital signal results. Electrical . 108
Kimber KC-1 Digilink 52 A This cable adopts a woven construction with the addition of a conductive screen. Music lacks detail and spirit. Electrical ) 108
Kimber KC-AG Digilink 222 A- Anasymmetric cable using silver conductors that deviates from the 750hm standard. Not ideal for digital applications Electrical . 108
A Kimber Opti-Link 70 G Hardly cheap for what appears to be a bog-standard PMMA fibre, yet it sounds a little brighter and livelier than most Optical . 108
A Monster Cable Datalink 100 45 G+ A colourful coaxial interconnect with an equally colourful and up-beat sound. Very compatible Electrical . e 108
A Monster Cable Interlink LS100 45 G Well constructed stepped-index fibre with polished ends and rugged connectors. Slightly lean, fuzzy but engaging performance Optical . 108

Moth Leyline Datalink 140 A- A thin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving character. Too expensive. Electrical . e 108

AA oD Digiflex 19 VG A top performance, low-loss 750hm coax with a very open, almost liquid quality that allows its music to ease naturally across. Electrical . e 108
Sonic Link Brown Digital 35 A- Asolid-core, twisted-pair interconnect that deviates from the 750hm standard and provides an equally unbalanced sound Electrical 108
Straight Wire Silver link 60 G+ A genuine attempt to get things night with a silver-plated, multi-strand coax. Yet it still sounds too dry and mechanical Electrical . e 108

A van den Hul MC Videolink 75 30 VG An AV-cum-digital cable that comes very close to besting QED’s Digiflex. Still some emphasis of vocal sibilants, however Electrical . e 108
% 5, 4%
Sﬂﬂﬂllefl.‘ﬂﬂll,’s
£Price Comments
A Audio Note AN-B 165 G+ A very high capacitance Litz-style cable whose sound may well act as a taming influence in many systems M H . . 109
Audio Note AN-D 100 A  Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather gritty and forward L L . . 109
A Audio Note AN-SP 1270 VG Some 15 individually-insulated silver strands go to make up this very civilised but exceptionally detailed-sounding cable H L . e 109
A Audioquest F-14 44.50 A+ |Ideal for laying flat under carpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound M L . . 109
Audioguest Type 4 75 A+ Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound In a Litz-fashion increases capacitance but restrain the cable's "bite’ M H . . 109
Audioquest Midnight Hyperlitz 260 G Very similar to Type 4 but with a delicate smoothness that contrasts with the brighter sound of cheap cables It H . . 109
A Bandridge LC7259 & LC7401  20/30 A Two very traditional figure-of-eight cables. The thinner version (LC7259) sounds lighter and coarser than LC7401 L L . . 109
Bandridge LC8258 & LC8408  30/50 A~ Two versions of the Silverflex series that, sadly, encourage very little sense of poise or decorum in their music L L . . e 109
A Cogan-Hall Intermezzo Full-Range 465 WG Extra care must be taken to prevent shorting this user-hostile cable. Nevertheless it sounds superb! L L . . 109
A DPAIS19 275 G+ Shares the clear, neutral and transparent sound of the older 8S without the tremendous clarity of Gortex Black-16 L L . . e 109
DNM Rainbow 84 A+ The high impedance of this simple ribbon cable has an influence on the treble response of some speakers. Lacks ‘oomph’ H L . . 109

Tel: 081 348 56/6 (2.00-7.00 pm)
Fax: 0813419368

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES

Dealers in: Abso!ute Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec, Harmomx K|mber I\/Iandrake l\/lIT Slltech Symo,
Van den Hul, WBT and others
.the RIGHT cables

. In YOUR system

Contact us by phone, fax, or letterand we’ll do
for YOUR ears our best to help you achieve your goal.

. in YOUR home (Auditions may be subject toa handling charge)
CONNECTIONS 11 ArcherSt, London W1V 7HG (Adivision of Connection 90’ Travel Ltd.)
182 11i-Fi Choice December 1993




.S'ﬂﬂﬂllﬂf calbles L'ﬂlllllllll,’ﬂ

Heybrook Heywire
Isoda Electric HA-20
A A \ission Stranded
Monitor PC KC27/KC34
Monster Powerline 3 Plus
Naim NAC A5
QED Bi-wire 79-Strand
A Silver Sounds 12/2
A Silver Sounds 16/4
Sonic Link Grey
A Straight Wire Waveguide 1.5
A Straight Wire Flex-4
Tara Labs Quantum Ili
van den Hul MC The Clearwater

van den Hul MC The Magnum
A van den Hul MC The Wind

THE DIRECTORY
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66 A  This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon-style cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven H L . . 109
400 A+ This unorthodox cable employs a combination of copper, brass and aluminium strands. It sounds “oddly impure’! M L . . 109
20 G+ This Swedish-made cable proved a real hit with our listeners - a slick performer and Best Buy upgrade L M . . 109
40/60 A Two heavyweight multi-strand cables with a thick and chesty (10027) or light and wispy (10034) balance. Take your pick L L . . e 109
75 A= The archetypal 'old-style Monster Cable’ that labours under a soggy bass and untidy treble L M o . 109
44 A- Described as a ‘dinosaur of a cable’ by our listening panel, this stiff rod of wire has little application outside of a Naim system L L . ° 109
35 A Reminiscent of curtain track, this bi-wire version of 79-strand Is unfortunately saddled with a ‘loud, hard and untidy’ balance 18 L . . 109
300 E Tonally accurate and exquisitely detailed, this cable opens a very transparent window on the music L H . . e 109
200 VG A prime choice for bi-wire systems even if this cable does lack the full finesse of its sister 12/2 M H . . e 109
80 G- A spaghetti-thin cable composed of silver-plated OF-copper and PTFE insulation. Lacks bass impact and treble “air’ H M . . e 109
20 G A conventional multi-stranded cable with a refreshingly up-beat, crisp but slightly lean-sounding balance M M . ° 109
50 G+ Another very quick and dynamic-sounding cable from Straight Wire. A little short on subtlety but very engaging nonetheless. L H . . 109
238 G Animaginatively-named cable that encourages an equally colourful sound. Described as ‘dark and fruity' by our panel! L H . . 109
50 A Despite its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly ‘murky sounding’ cable M L . . e 109
265 A Touted as vdH's most prestigious twinlead speaker cable, the Magnum sounds surprisingly soft and old-fashioned L L ] . e 109
330 V@G Blown-in from the continent, vdH's "Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush midrange and bone-crunching bass! 19 M . . e 109

Cassette decks

he bad odour of copyright theft hangs

around the compact cassette, but there is

no doubt it is the world's most versatile
and ubiquitous music storage medium. Buffs may
wrinkle their noses, but are happy to use cassette
decks to make up tapes for the car or personal.

There is no problem in connecting a cassette

deck to any normal amplifier, but some care
needs to be taken in choosing the best tapes for
a specific machine. (Trial and error is one effective
technique, but many decks have manual bias
adjustment and some match up to the tape auto

ﬂﬂSSEﬂE ﬂEL‘/{S

AA Aiwa AD-F410
A A piwa AD-F810
A A hiwa AD-WX828
A A piwa AD-WX929
A hiwa XK-59000
Akai DX-57
Akai GX-65
A pgai GX-951
Akai GX-R35
A ki GX-W45
A Arcam Delta 100
Denon DRM-710
A Denon DRS-610
Denon DRS-810
Dual CC800RS
Harman Kardon DC5500
A A Harman Kardon TD4200
Harman Kardon TD4600
Goodmans Delta 700W
JVC TD-R452
JVC TD-X352
A )VCTD-V562
A Kenwood KX-3050
Kenwood KX-5530
A Marantz CP230
A Marantz CP430
Memorex SCT-5
A Nakamichi DR-3

matically.) Lab performance and sound quality
often go hand in hand, and are frequently some-
what dependent upon factory alignment. The
mechanical integrity of the mechanism is another
crucial factor, that is reflected in the price.

The columns on the right indicate when the
facilities shown in the headings are available on a
deck. Dolby B and C offer varying degrees of
noise reduction and the HX Pro system gives sig-
nificant treble improvements with ferric (Type I)
tapes. Dolby S increases the level of noise reduc-
tion with less signal degredation than B or C

Three-head recorders allow you to listen to a
recording as it's being made, a useful qulaity con-
trol function. Bias adjustment allows you to fine
tune the deck to suit different types of tape when
recording. Auto calibration is a an automatic sys-
tem for setting bias and Dolby levels. Twin deck
offers the option to dub tapes or to play two cas-
settes simultaneously. Autoreverse 1s a useful con-
venience feature, but usually with some mechani-
cal compromise. In the case of twin decks a blob
is inserted in this column even if only one trans-
port autoreverses.

4,
0 00’ 2%,
2, 00/ %9, 25 el’érh’ 2%, 40
2
606 ,o/é},d?’ '9;',00“6 4,

120 A~ Comparable to AD-F500 but cheaper: Good all round performance, well adjusted, useful basic and not so basic features ] . = ] 99
230 G Firstclass budget 3-head machine with a dual capstan transport that really works at reducing the ‘fudge’ factor . ¢ e 23 99
200 G- Equipment levels strong, and sound is both vivid and presentable, but control system daunting. . ¢ . e o e 123
230 A Superbly equipped twin deck that works and works well - remote control L] CINE ] 17
700 G+ Fabulous build, clunky transport and sharp, refined sound quality with Dolby S or B and metal tapes . CHEE N A T 105
220 G Eschews fancy gadgets for a good transport and decent electronics. Sound quality is firm and tidy but avoid Dolby C. . o jer @ e . 105
300 A Fine ungimmicky middle ranking deck with simple, purposeful controls, works best with metal tapes. Performance fair to good L CHEEL T 87
440 G+ Sharp, clear and articulate sounding deck, with superb performance extending to frequency extremes L3 & s (e LI 99
220 A Middling sound quality at best with Dolby B; deteriorates with Dolby C . o & e ] 99
320 A  Costly but musical high-spec dual deck. doesn’t like modern high energy Type lis and IVs. Good stability and clarity . o o . m
850 E  Superb transport and a ripe, spacious sound. The Dolby S installation more successful than most. Some replay incompatibility . ] o o . 11
260 A Although this is a fair performing model, the design has lost some of the competitive edge of its predecessor, the DRM-700. . e o o 105
200 G Unique loading mechanism provides stability, and the deck has a crisp, clean quality. Occasionally anaemic bass. . e e . 111
300 A Basically good deck with non-stressful material let down by an inability to deal with high energy tapes properly. . e o o . 105
170 A- Low(ish) cost auto-reverse deck. Delivers a punchy but ultimately rather crude impersonation of source material, thin, lightweight bass. @ L 105
600 A  Workmanlike sound quality offset by high price and inexplicable shortcomings like ‘forgetful’ Dolby switching and no timer support ° # e e o 117
250 G+ This is a very basically equipped deck built to a high standard which sounds solid and refined . . . 123
700 A  Original Dolby S deck has improved over the years and now sounds very acceptable. A strong, solid sounding deck - but expensive. . ® o @ 117
140 P Compact and ultra-basic twin deck which is rough and bass shy, with less than stable tape path . e o 123
180 A- Tidy, stable but ultimately rather soul-less experience. Auto-reverse is useful though. . e . e 117
150 A- Disappointingly amorphous sound despite decent measured results. . e o ° 117
200 G+ Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly opaque. . e o ° o 123
170 A  Acceptable sound quality marred only by a loss of midband analysis and slightly edgy treble. . o o 117
220 A- Neat looking, well equipped deck, adequately engineered but somewhat lacking musically. Worth considering if auto-reverse is a must o o . e 105
400 A This is a competitively priced portable recorder though not suited to replay of musicassettes . . 52
500 A Uniquely flexible and compact package for outside work which at a pinch can double as a domestic cassette deck . e o o 87
150 P Poor example of a twin cassette deck where everything has been sacrificed on the altar of flexibility . . 87
400 VG Refined, exquisitely detailed and solid sounding ‘budget' Nakamichi 2-header. . . . 123
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A Nakamichi DR-1 850 VG Typically idiosyncratic Nakamichi with manual everything, Good azimuth adjustment and dynamic, authoritative sound . . 117
A Nakamichi RX-202E 600 G+ Fine, clear and articulate sounding player. Excellent with prerecorded material, but idiosyncratic and sometimes obstructive control (] . . e 63
Philips DCC600 500 A+ Simplified circuit and mechanism, but the Philips badly needs a D/A converter transplant . ] e 123

A Pioneer CT-S520 280 G Decent if slightly coloured middle ranker with FLEX to revitalise old or soggy sounding tapes. . o o . . 123
A RevoxB215 1322 G+ Fine, consistent and solid sound,excellent under the skin engineering and many useful features — but you're also paying for it . LS . . 87
A Revox B215-S 1697 G+ Thisis a superbly engineered deck with a classically fine performance that almost transcends the stereotypes. . e . . 75
Revox Professional Series C115 1083 G Not for the numbers freaks, it's unobtrusively musical, with a slightly wayward top and a very clean, extended bass . e o o o m
Sansui D-790WR 200 P Modestly poor sounding but simple to use twin deck. Type Il tapes show large response errors . e o 123
Sansui D-X117WR 240 P Bass s thin and coloured, and the sound lacks dynamics, pitch accuracy and overall stability - the sound is neither stable nor solid. e o o e 111
Sherwood DD-3010C 160 P Good range of features, let down by poor transport and iffy electronics. . e R e o 117
Sherwood DS-5010C 160 P+ Mediocre performance from well priced deck with some useful secondary features. ° e o . 123

A A Sony (WMD6C) Pro Walkman 290 G+ One of the finest sounding cassette decks on the market today. A mandatory Best Buy, which also fits in your pocket . ] 60
TEAC R-9000 500 G Much better than average auto-reverse deck, well worth considering. Nicely engineered too. . e o o o ° e 105

A TEAC V-8000S 700 G Superb stability and real subtlety, this must be the best TEAC yet. The only disappointment was the Dolby C . o e . . 105
A A Technics RS-BX626 Il 180 G  First rate deck at a bargain price. Losses when recording are low and mostly benign, an all-round achiever . o o . 1
Technics RS-BX828 Il 300 G Fine deck, with explicit detail and stability, but in the final analysis it doesn't go much further musically than the cheaper RS-BX626 . ° o * o 1

A A Yamaha KX-260 160 A Lively, entertaining deck that trades gadgets for a convincing performance at an attractive price point . s o o 11
Yamaha KX-360 200 A Performance has both dryness and precision. Good - but doesn’t ‘breathe,” and occasionally sounds unstable . e o . 111

A Yamaha KX-650 260 G Fine audio manners, especially in the midband and treble, mark this high class deck out from the crowd . e o o 9
Yamaha KX-W362 250 A- Almost a good deck, it is let down by audible levels of wow & flutter, apparent even with prerecorded material, audio circuits are good . . ' e o 111

CD players

ow over a decade old, this all digital The columns on the right indicate when the machines don't have one than which do. The
N music source is well established despite facilities shown in the headings are available on a existence of electrical and/or optical digital out-
high disc prices and the opposition of CD player. DAC type indicates the type of con- puts is important for future upgrading with an
some hi-fi enthusiasts. Compact Disc's strengths vertor chip used in each player, 16, 18 and 20-bit outboard DAC, as a rule electrical outputs are

over conventional vinyl are complete freedom are multi-bit types, all the others are bitstream the most desirable. Phase inversion in the digital
from surface noise, ease of use, and more robust variants. In much the same way that an amp's domain is rare on one box players but can make
software. output is not indicative of its sound quality, the quite a big difference if you've got golden ears.
However, many vinyl enthusiasts still find CDs ~ chip used in a DAC isn't the only determining fac-  Headphone sockets are useful but beware of
sound less involving than top quality vinyl. But, torin a CD player's sound, but it is an important those without volume controls. Track entry key-
with the dominance of CD in the high street, one. Remote control is not yet universal, and we pads are those with calculator style buttons which
even vinyl die-hards need a CD player today. have included a tick box, more to show which makes track access much quicker.
%01 %
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Product £Price Comments

A Aiwa XC-300 150 A+ Cheap, cheerful and gratifyingly free of digital ‘nasties’, well-equipped but safe rather than thrilling on the sonic front Toshiba BS . . . 107
Aiwa XC-750 200 A Arefined version of the XC-700, sadly it has lost the magic of the original SAA7350 . . . 119

A Adcom GCD-600 699 G Equipped with a 5-disc carousel loader, this bright and breathtaking player sounds similar to Adcom's amps 16-bit & [le . e 124
AMC CD6 349 V@G Based on the same 1-Bit circuit as Rotel's RCD-965BX but with a raunchier, beefier but less transparent sound PDM BS e o o e 124
Arcam Delta 270 800 G+ The dry but tightly-focussed and supremely detailed sound of this player will either beguile or aggravate, depending on taste! Hybrid e o e 124
Aura CD-50 400 G- Based on an older Philips board with new CDM9 transport, this is a slim player with an innocuous sound SAA7321 o e 119
AVI S2000MC 999 G+ A stylish, midi-width player with an exceptionally refined and comfortable sound. Lacks passion 20-bit s - 119
Creek CD60 500 G Abig and confident sound from a player that’s ‘into’ green. So it looks ghastly even if the internal design is very thoughtful 16-bit « @ e 107

A Denon DCD-695 200 G Arough diamond wnh‘a raunchy sound to match. Pitch feature will be of interest to budding musicians. 18-bit o o e o o 124
Denon DCD-890 270 G- Similar to the DCD-1290 in its execution, sounds lively and powerful but lacks subtlety. 18-bit e o o e o 112
Denon DCD-1290 330 G- Looks the business but sound is a real five-minute wonder. Its compelling fizz lasts about as long as a firework. 18-bit ¢ @ ® e o 107
Dual CD1080RC 200 A- Strange-sounding player with a top-heavy treble that does little to redress its lack of vibrancy and emotion MASH/PWM o e e 107

A Genexxa CD-4900 129 A Alittle thin on detail, build quality and dynamics but thin on price too! MASHPWM . o 124
A A Goomans GCD-6501 110 A+ Forall its technical foibles this player has a fresh-faced honesty that's very refreshing. MASH/PWM . 124
Goodmans GCD-658 170 A- A6+1 magazine-loading autochanger with an exaggerated and often aggressive sound Hybrid . e 117
Harman Kardon TL8500 600 A  This 5-disc carousel player sounds civilised enough but lacks the detail and finesse of its peers MASH/PWM . o 117

A Harman Kardon HK7725 800 VG This flagship implementation of RLS sounds impressively bold and dynamic - a genuine rock 'n roller! 18-bit RLS e o o o o o124
A JVCXL-Z464 200 G+ This latest variation on a traditional 200 theme is no less impressive than JVC's past generations. PEM bitstrm .. e o e e 124
JVC XL-21050 500 A  Technically advanced and luxuriously equipped, this player remains rather bland and unsatisfying on audition PEM bitstrm e @ @ e o 119
Kenwood DP-3050 200 A+ Aslightly over-cooked version of the DP-3040 with a highly civilised but uninteresting sound NPC bitstrm . e o o o 124
Kenwood DP-7050 350 A  Kenwood's first sowing of Philips’ Bit Stream technology has fallen on stony ground judging by its dry and awkward sound SAA7350 . . e o 119
Kenwood L-1000D 830 G A beautifully constructed and very stylish player that really only gives off its best when used in balanced 16-bit e o o e o 100

A Linn Karik 1497 V@G Based on Linn's original CD transport, this player sounds dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing Crystal BS o e e 119
A Marantz CD-52lI 230 G Launched to usurp the position of its own CD-52SE, the ‘52l is less colourful but equally appealing SAA7350 o o e o 119
A Marantz CD-52IISE 300 G Anew mains transformer plus the full complement of internal mods has recaptured the frothy if startling sound of the original ‘52 SAA7350 o o e o 119
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KWOOD KA5040R AMPLIFIER

2 x 80W RMS, R/C, Source Direct,
MM-MC, A/B'Spk O/P
WAS £299.95 NOW £199.95

NAD 4225 TUNER
HIGH QUALITY
(SAVE £40) AM/FM, 14 Presets
WAS £159.95 NOW £119.95

MARANTZ SD62 CASSETTE DECK
3 HEAD/PERMALLOY, HX-PRO, DOLBY
B/C,
(SAVE £80) Manual Bias, Full Loglc Control
WAS £249.90 NOW £169.

KENWOOD KA7020
2 x 100w RMS Muilti Input
S/Direct, MM/MC, 2 pr Speakers

WAS £349.95 NOW £249.95

MARANTZ PM40SE
Audiophile 2X 50W RMS, Bi-wire spk o/p
WAS £249.90 NOW ONLY £129.95

[ CLEARANCE ITEMS |

AR152 BK, was £399.95 ..... NOW £179.95

Boston A60, was £139.95..... NOW £99.95

Castle Warwick (BK), was £229.95
OW ............................................. £139.95

W ‘€4 99.95
Celestlon 3rd Dimension, was 2189 00
NOW ... £145.00
JBL TLX & LX Ex Demo Series TO CLEAR
I&\flnlty Ref. 20, was £249.95

JPW Minim 5 A
Tannoy 603,5,7,13,15mk1 TO CLEAR
W’dale DIA.IV was £119.95

NOW

D

Marantz SC/SM80 Pre +Pwr,

was £999.00 NOW ................o...... £58

Marantz PM40SE Amp, was £229.90
£1

9.00

NOW ...t
Rotel RB-960BX pwr-amp
REDUCED TO CLEAR

Sony TAF440E was £199.95
NOW

CD Players:

Denon DCD590, was £179.95
w

Onkyo DX-1500..
Rotel RCDQSSAX was £279.95

NOW
Yamaha CDX560, was £199.95
NOW ..o £149.95

210 BRIXTON HILL -

LONDON SW2 1HE

Tel: 081-674 4433/2033 - Fax: 081-674 1521

344 COLDHARBOUR LANE 161 CENTRAL ROAD
LONDON SW9 WORCESTER PARK, SURREY
Tel:071-733 6893 Tel:081-3302018

packa

24hrs)

* Authorised Agents of many leading brands
* Please call for the best prices of single items and system

* MAIL- gRDER & EXPORT facilities avail. (Mainland deliveries

* Listen before you buy!! (Demo avail)

* 0% CREDIT & EXTENDED FINANCE to personal callers.
* For high quality and friendly service CALL US NOW!!!
* OPEN 9.00AM-6.00PM Mon to Sat.

X

NAD 705 RECEIVER
(BEST BUY!!)
AM/FM-39 Presets, R/C, 2 x 40W, AB Spk, Pre IN/OUT,
£329.95
NOW IN STOCK!

X

AIWA, B&W, CELESTION, DENON, KENWOOD, MARANTZ,
MISSION, NAD, NAKAMICHI, PIONEER, ROTEL, TANNOY,
WHARFEDALE, YAMAHA and many others available from stock.

Alphason, Apollo, Pivotelli and Target

Racks & speaker stands...

all available at competitive prices.

PLEASE CALL FOR THE BEST PRICES OF
SINGLE ITEMS AND SYSTEM PACKAGES

Suggested Systems

The following suggested system package includes the NAD 5120 Turntable. Alternative items:

ie CD Player/Turntable/Cassette deck are available options.

SPEAKERS JPW Sonata Tannoy 603 Mission 7611 Tannoy 607 BW.OM6 10 Rogers LS4A2 T/T&C.D.PLAYEROPTIONS
Whartedale DIA.4 Celestion 3 BW.OM6001 Mission 780 Mission 7621 BW DM6201 Awa XC 750, £89 00
Celestion | Boston HDS Tannoy 505 Boston HD8 Rogers LS2A2 (add £100) Denon DCD695, add £89.00
Mission 7601 AR 152 InfinityRet/40 Mission 7631 DenonDCD 1290 add £209 00
Infiity Ret/20 Celestion 3/6000 Marantz CD42/2, add £99 00
(add £200) Marantz CD52/2 add £120 00
= Marantz CD 72, add £199 00
AMPS NAD 502, add £99.00
Kenwood KA3020 £295.95 £309.95 £345.95 £369.95 299 95 £429 95 Pioneer PDS801, add £189.00
Kenwood KAS5040R £349.95 £369.95 £419.95 £429.95 £459.95 £482.95 Dual €$503-2, add £60.00
— Dual CS505-4, add £99.00
Marantz PM40SE £316.95 £335.95 £379.95 £399.95 £429.95 £460.95 Project 1, add £60.00
= 5 T Thorens 02801V, add £120 00
Pioneer A300X £349.95 | £369.95 £419.95 | £429.95 £459.95 £489.95 & stemdek 1 1X/900, add £325.00
Pioneer A400 £409.95 £419.95 2459 95 £479.95 £509.95 £539.95 Many othersavailable onrequest
CD Pla ers AV Amps/Receivers
CELESTION Aiwa XC.750... .£199.95  Denon AVC3020. £729.99
Denon DCD1290 .. .£329.99 Denon DRA345R ... £249.95
3000 BK/5000 WNT Kenwood DP7050 '£349.95  DenonDRA645RD/RDS . £319.95
HIGH QUALITY LOUDSPEAKER Marantz CD52SEm .£299.90  Kenwood KRV8500.. £699.95
e, NADSO2 ................... .£219.95 Kenwood KRA4050.. £229.95
Acoustic Ribbon Technology Sherwood CD5010R '£139.5  Kenwood KRV6050 R £349.95
100w Bi-wired, real wood veneer Rotel RCD965BX ........ .£299.95 Kenwood KRV7050 RDS . !
INC ‘K’ Stands Technics SLPS620A . .£199.95  Marantz PM700AV...
YamahaCDX570.. .£239.95 NAD705 .............
Yamaha DSP E200 ..
WAS £1,099.00, NOW £499.00 Cassette Decks: Yamaha DSP A500
NAD 6100, was £299.95 NOW ......£259.95 ~ YamahaDSP A1000. . -
Turntables:
DualCS430 .
Dual CS503-2 ..
Dual CS505-4..

Aiwa XA950
Denon PMA480R .
Harman Kardon H
Marantz PM44SE NEW!
NAD304...........
Pioneer A400X .
Rotel RA935BX
Yamaha AX570 ..

Alwa ADF410 .
Aiwa ADF810 3HD.
Denon DRS810 3HD.
Denon DRW760 Twin..
Kenwood KX-5050
Nakamichi DR3.

Sony TCK-611S 3HD...
Yamaha KX-650 3HD ..

Denon TU260L
Denon TU580RD/RDS
Marantz ST40L

NAD 4225, was £159.95 .
Rotel RT930AX ..
Rotel RT950BX ..

Sony STS311LB.

Project.50rt.510cart. .
Project10rt510cart
Project20rt.MClcart...
Soundlab & KAM (DISCO)..
Systemdek 11X900+RB250 .
Systemdek 11XE900 exc T/A
Thorens TS180 +AT91 £159.95
Thorens TD166 V1+Rega RB250 £299.95
Thorens TD280 1V+AT95E.......... £269.95

Bose AM3 Mk2
Bose AM5SMk2 ..
B &W DM600i,610,620i

Bostgn HDS 5,7,8,9/SW10

Cerwin Vega AT/DC & VC - NEW!! STOCKED

Jamo Pro200/300/400 KED
Mission 760i Ex Demo 299.00
Mission 760i/SE .... £149.95
Rogers LS2A/2 £229.95
RogersLS8A...... £499.95

Tannoy SIXES Mk 2 .ST
Andmany others, call for further details!

WE ARE ALWAYS COMPETITIVE - TELL USIF YOU CAN BUY CHEAPER. FREE STANDS WITH SELECTED SPEAKERS,
DELIVERY CHARGED ON CERTAIN PURCHASES. MAIL-ORDER ENQUIRIES PHONE BRIXTON HILL BRANCH FOR DETAILS

AIWA NSX-360

Mini Hi-fi

2x30w, FM, AM, LW, CD 3-Mode DSP,
EQ, TWNCass. FullRange Available
FRPM £329.99

MARANTZ CD42 Mk2

Bitstream Conversion, Digital o/p
Full Function RC, FTS 1& 2, D. Bus Sync record
WAS£199.90 NOWE£139.95

High Quality 2 Way Speaker
10 - 75W, black finish (LIMITED STOCK)
WAS £229.95 NOW ONLY £139.95
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C0 players comtinued

Marantz CD-72 450 G+ A heavily-constructed player. This implementation sounds astonishingly solid and immediate but also rather too ‘clean’ bitstream o e e o 107
Marantz CD-72SE 600 G+ Arecommendation just eluded the grasp of this superbly built player thanks to its very polished but restrained sound bitstream o & geR112

A A Veridian 206A3 995 E  Anew variation on the 206 theme with the most liquid and captivating sound to date Crystal BS e o o e 119
A Meridian 208 1550 E  State of the art CD sound combined with a decent preamp and full remote control bitstream e o o o o o 33
Micromega Logic 300 G Aversion of Philips CD624 with new op-amps and CD tray. Still, it sounds rather meatier, better integrated and more purposeful SAA7321 o Kb 100
Mission DADS 300 A+ Similar to Philips’ 600-series: lively, plenty of space and full of ‘bounce’ but a little too eager to impress in the short term bitstream e e e 107

A Musical Fidelity COT 500 G+ Oddball player with a cheap top-loading transport and appaling digital gubbins yet saved by the euphony of its valves! hybrid 112
A NAD 502 220 G This updated version of the 5425 has traded the spontaneity of its forebear for a more precise but mechanical style of music MASH/PWM s Ve e 119
Nakamichi CD-4 380 A- This looks new enough but sounds little better than the older CD Player 4 upon which it is firmly based. 18-bit o o e o 124

Orelle CD-160.2 750 A- Based on Philips traditional 16-bit technology but suffering an unusually disjointed and undynamic sound 16-bit e o e 124

A Philips CD630 130 G- The remote-less version of Philips CD692 but with a colourful performance that's all its own. PDM BS e o 124
A Philips CD920 160 A+ A new budget player with an appalling technical record but a surprisingly clean if understated sound SAA7341 e o e ¢ 119
Philips CD930 200 G- Featuring digital circuitry similar to Marantz's players but a sound that's a little too ripe and soft. bitstream e o e o 112

A Philips CDI50 350 G+ Philips’ top 900-series player is the first to employ its advanced DAC7 chipset. Sounds very crisp, clear and confident DAC7 s e e o 112
Pioneer PD-S802 350 G Once again Pioneer's LLC topology only served to split and confuse the listening panel. It's good, but quirky! PFM BS e o o o 124

A Pioneer PD-M701 330 G+ A 6-disc multichanger from the originators of the breed. A little untidy perhaps, but still sounds fresh, dynamic and exciting PDM . o o 117
Pioneer PD-M301 450 A  Another 6-disc multichanger based on the PD-M701 but with the addition of various "Sound Field" options. Listening is hard work POM . e o 117

A Pioneer PD-S901 500 G+ The very refined but confident, crisp and powerful sound of the ‘901 snatches Pioneer's LLC concept from the jaws of defeat PFM bitstrm e o o e 119
A A Quad 67 790 E Deceptively sleek in appearance but with a powerful, fluid and captivating sound reminiscent of Meridian's 206. Crystal BS ° o e 124
Revox B226S 840 A  Top quality build and finish for the Revox system enthusiast. For high value sound look elsewhere 16-bit . e o 76

A Rotel RCD-945AX 230 G Based on the same CD-player-on-a-chip as Philips CD690 but with improved execution and build PDM BS . e e 124

A A Rotel RCD-965BX 300 E Anexceptionally refined bitstreamer: transparent, exquisitely detailed and powerfully emotive. A landmark player SAA7323 o e e 100
A Sansui CD-X217 240 G- Sansui has returned to its roots judging by the balmy and very comfortable sound that pours from this player MASH/PWM o o e e 119
Sansui CD-X317 280 A Notin the same class as older CD-X311mkIl. Same technology but the sound is neither as responsive or engaging MASH ° e e o 107
Sansui CD-X617 350 A This ‘double-DAC' version of the CD-X317 is more impressive, sounding light and tizzy with pop but dull with classical CD's MASH . e o 112
Sansui CD-Alpha 717DR 1560 G+ A beautifully constructed if rather dated flagship player with an equally sedate and unadventurous sound. MASH/PWM e o o o o o 124

A A sherwood CD-3020R 120 G Although this budget wonder has little respect for musical convention, what emerges is still remarkably entertaining NPC bitstrm . e o 119
A Sherwood CD-5010R 160 G+ A warm, detailed and enjoyable performance from a solidly built but affordable package. PDM BS . e o 124

A A Sherwood CDC-5010R 200 G+ This highly affordable 5-disc carousel player sounds unexpectedly deep, spacious and involving - a rare find PDM . o o 117
Sony CDP-X303ES 550 A+ Adisappoaintingly lean and inconsistent result from a player that puts the "high" in technology if not fidelity PLM bitstrm e o o o o o 124
Sugden SDT-1 850 A Bearing in mind Sugden’s SDA-1 converter lies at the heart of this player, its unpredictable performance is disappointing 16-bit e o 119

TEAC CD-P3500 200 A A well-meaning attempt to pare-down the CD-P4500 results in a similar looking player with a thoroughly uninspiring sound bitstream ° o e o 112

A TEAC CD-P4500 280 G TEAC's first genuine 1-bit player its sound described as having a certain ‘organic warmth’, very composed and easy-going SAA7350 L e o 107
TEAC VRDS-10 770 A+ A basic analogue stage compromises the potential of TEAC's superb engineering and digital electronics. Lacks bass energy DAC7 e o o e 119

A Technics SL-PG440A 170 G This mix of the SL-PG520 and '420 fails to benefit from the strengths of either and only just achieves recommendation MASH/PWM . e o e 124

A A Technics SL-PG520A 180 G+ A cracking player. Superb clarity and dynamics, thrilling but musically involving too MASH . . e o 107
A A Technics SL-PS620A 200 G+ A costlier, tarted-up version of the SL-PG520A that loses very little in the way of clarity, sparkle or in compelling dynamics MASH . . e o 112
A Technics SL-PS840 420 A Avery refined but highly detailed and engrossing performance from just about the fastest, slickest player on the planet MASH/PWM . . e o 119
Technics SL-PS900 350 G- Just about the quietest transport in existence and a sound that is equally unobtrusive, polite and refined MASH . . e « 100
Woodside WS2 1095 G+ Responded well to our jazz and classical selection but sounding bright and grainy with the pop CD's 16-bit s Ce 95
Yamaha CDX-670 290 G- Yamaha has retained the CDX-660 casework but cut costs with a new multi-task IC that's not entirely de-bugged. PDM BitStream o @ e o o 124

CD transports and DACS

CD player can be split into two basic
A components, the mechanism which reads
transport, and an electronic device which turns
the digital bitstream coming off the disc into an
analogue audio signal, this is called a digital to
analogue convertor or DAC. Although at the
lower end of the market both of these are con-
tained in a single box, the best CD players are
usually two box affairs

Although many of these units will be pur-
chased as matching pairs, a DAC can also be

used to upgrade an existing CD player. For
instance an early machine with a satisfactory
transport but a dated convertor can be rejuve-
nated by adding an outboard DAC.

The columns on the right indicate the facili-
ties available on a transport or DAC. Remote
control s self explanatory. The existence of elec-
trical and/or optical digital in and outputs is pretty
fundamental to transports and DACs, as a rule
electrical outputs are the most desirable. Class |
transports are those with an output whose crys-
tal clock accuracy is better than + 50ppm (parts

the information from the disc, called the

per million), certain DACs won't lock onto (and
thus can't be used with) transports with a lower
clock accuracy. DAC type shows the specific
convertor chip employed. In much the same way
that an amp's output is not indicative of its sound
quality, the chip used in a DAC isn't the only
determining factor in a CD player's sound. Phase
inversion in the digital domain can make quite a
big difference if you've got a high resolution sys-
tem and golden ears to go with it.

Entries for one make transport/DAC combi
nations are listed in the CD players section

<
s, P
%, Yo, Yo,
Yo, Y0, Yo 4
CD transports
%, 0, )
” Yoy A

Product £Price Comments
A Veridian 200 895 G+ Broadly compatible and offering a light, fresh and very bubbly sound that is both natural, engaging and unfatiguing . . . . 96

TEAC P-2 3500 G Beautifully styled and constructed but sound is bleached and generally less inspiring than that of the P-10 . . . . 96

Technics SL-PA10 470 G Has the unusual limitation of only optical output. Reassuringly solid and more immune to vibration than most . . 88
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EST, 1972
6-7 Central Parade Hoe Street
Walthamstow London E17 4RT

Myers Audio Jlf |

MAIL ORDER

Myers Audio have a fast, efficient and friendly mail order
service available. When placing an order please give credit
card details and leave the rest to us. Once an order has been
placed our daily Securicor service will make sure it arrives
to you quickly and safely. Carriage is only £7 per parcel.

111 081-520 7277 1,

MAIL ORDER
EN phone

081-520 7277

1. All goods fully guaranteed

2. All goods brand new
3. Delivery charges extra

4. All prices include VAT
@ Our own service department will make sure
you continue to enjoy that great sound both
during and after our one year warranty period.

PRICE

REFERENCE
P@INT

AMPLIFIERS

302 25w pch
2RO N 304 35w pch
AUTHORIZED DEALER 306 50w pch....

PREAMPS
==  A300X 1000 ...

AMPLIFIERS 10005

1700 ...... £479.99
A-102 30w pch . £119.99 Lol ps
A-202 40w pch . £159.99
A-300X Award £199.00 £199.99
A-400X 60w pc £279.99 £469.99
A-602 80w pch £329.99 ..£279.99
C-73 Preamo.... X ...£399.99
H-73 Poweramp £709.99 ...£429.99
A-302R 30w pch £189.99 £759.99
A-502R 70w pch £279.99
A-502RG Gold. I £149.99

£199.99

4100 ... 5
CASSETTE DECKS

602 ...
F-502RDS .. 6100 ..
F-502RDSG CD PLAYERS
F-93.. ... 02 £199.99
CASSETTE DECKS £279.99

505 M‘u‘lnplay
000

5000 ......... £289.99

CT-8420 SR ..
CT-S520 Sound Eq.
CT-S620 SR

marantz
AUTHORIZED DEALER

CD 521l SE

CT-95 Dolby S..
CT-W420R Twi
CT-W620R ....
CT-W820R
CT-M601R Multipla:
CD PLAYERS
PD-102
PD-202.
PD-S502

o ll H H H B

AMPLIFIERS
PM 32 40w pch .
PM 52 70w pch .

PROMISE

K EN et
AUTHORIZED DEALER
AMPLIFIERS
KA2030 .
KA3020
KA3050R

'£399.99

£119.99
£149.99
£179.99
.£299.99

.£169.99
£229.99
.£329.99
£399.99
£169.99
.£199.99
.£259.99

.£169.99
£199.99
.£269.99
.£269.99
.£349.99
.....£229.99
...£159.99

..£699.99
...£499.99

£409.99/£459.99
£569.99/£619.99
£709.99/£759.99

UDS501/551 ..
UD701/751
UD901/951
M27 ...
M47/47 . 3 .
M56G/57MG. £759.99/£809.99
M76G/77MG .£909.00/£9449.99
M97/97M .. £1099.99/£1149.99
MSA7 .. —

DUAL TIME

AUTHORIZED DEALER

TURNTABLES
CS3700 .
CS430

CS5032.
CS2215 ...
CS5054 .
CS7501

PD-S602 . £259.98 N o8 O beh
‘99 TUNERS
199 STAOL.. .o £109.99
199 ST50L £159.99
99 ST72LRDS..... ... £239.99
PD-MB0 pla £20900 Spaa 1T DECKS
-| ulti| R
PD-M701 Multiplay. £309.99 23 2125' . EJ 33133
PD-M901 DSP... £41999 2 &) s
PD-DM802 12 Disc ga1999 D07 oo i
PD-TM3 18 Disc £469.99
RECEIVERS cpazlil.... £199.99
SX-102... cD521I... £299.99
o CD 52 Il Award. £229.99
SX-302 .. cD72... £429.99
LASER DISC CD72SE. 539.99
CLD-80 CD 10... 1049.99
; cD 11 £2249.99

CD12......
GRAPHIC EQUALI
EQI515¥wsearees

AUTHORIZED DEALER

IZER
SR .£189.95
£519.99/£569.99
.£619.99/£659.99
£719.99/£759.99
.£899.99/£949.99
.£1099.99/£1139.99

B B MyersAud

N-93T/93M 199/£999.09  DSPASO0.
HARMEN KARDEN EGESIVM
AUTHORIZED DEALER DSPE200 ........
DSPE1000 .
£199.90 CASSETTE DECKS

KX260 ... £159.90
..£199.90
£259.90
199.90
£249.90
-.£499.90

£279.90
£399.90
....£429.90
£279.90

..£129.90
.£159.90

HD7400l............. i CD PLAYERS
HD7450.......... £219.90 CDX460 .£149.90
HD7500Il. £259.90 ..£159.90
HD7525... £449.90 ..£199.90

CDX860.........

TL8500. .£239.90

AV/PRO-LOGIC
AMPS/RECEIVERS
YAMAHA
RX-V470 . - .....£379.99
DSP-A500. P .......£449.99
DSP-A1000 Award...... " .£849.99
DSP-A2070.......... £1049.99
DSP-E200....... .......£349.99
DSP-E1000. ..£639.99
£699.99
£229.99
...£339.99
ONY
TAAV570B. £379.99
STRD590.. £229.99
STRD 790 ..... ..£359.99
PIONEER
VSA-D802S ... ..£569.99
VSA-701S ...£469.99
VSX-452 ... .£379.99

GSGOLD1

SENHIZER
AUTHORIZED DEALER
HEADPHONES
HD 35 Headmax...

HD 55
HD 435 Vegas..

...£21.95

HD25.....
Orpheus

£95.99
AUTHORIZED DEALER

AMPLIFIERS
AX-Z1010TN ...

.£619.99
.£339.99

AX-R742BK

AX-R7428B. .£339.99
AX-A662BK ..... £259.99
AX-A562XBK.... £239.99
AX-A472BK . £189.99
AX-A442BK .. £189.99

.£159.99

£279.99
.....£129.99
..£119.99

42|
CASSETTE DECKS

TD-V662BK ... £239.99
TD-V562BK .. .£189.99
TD-R452BK £169.99
TD-X352BK £139.99

TD-W7088K Twin £219.99

TD-W3088K Twin.... £169.99
CD PLAYERS

XL-Z1050TN . £469.99
XL-MS08BK ........coveiiinn £259.99
XL-M408BK . £229.99
XL-Z464BK. £189.99
XL-V264BK ...£149.99
XL-V164BK . £129.99
SYSTEMS

(GO p— £949.99

£759.99
£539.99
£429.99
£379.99
..£329.99
£619.99
£439.99
£669.99
£569.99
£449.99

SONY

AUTHORIZED DEALER
TCK 611 Dolby S

AMPLIFIERS
TAF211B
TAF242B

£139.99

RECEIVERS
STRD311
STRD511 ..
STRD611 .
CASSETTE DECKS
TCFX211B .
TCK311B..

TCK411B
TCK511S
TCK611S...

TCW435B.. £169.99
TCWR535B . £189.99
TCWRB35S........cccoceee £279.99
TUNERS
STS211LB.. £119.99
STS311L

STS505ES
DAT
WMDDT1
TCD-D7..
TCD-D3...
SYSTEMS
Compact 108CD.......
Compact 109CD
Compact 159CD
Compact 209CD
Compact 259CD
Compact 359CD .
Compact 559CD...
Compact 759CD...........
MHC 510CD...............
MHC 710CD

...... £349.99
..n...£399.99
£449.99
£479.99
£529.99

Our prices are Always competitve but should a product be available at a

om an authorised dealer. We w1.ll match it

Lower price fr

o tetsze UDSPEAKE

SPEAKERS
60311

605 11
60711
60911 .

61111
61311
61511
Tannoy Stand
Tannoy Base..

ELESTION
AUTHORIZED DEALER

-......£99.99
....£119.99
..£159.99

£129.99
£159.99

1
5] enen

1
3
7 £209.99
9
1
1

...£259.99
£279.99

£699.95

MHC 2800CD......................
MHC 3800CD.
MHC C50CD ...
MHC C70CD ..
MINI DISC
MDS 101
MDS M21 ..
MDS ZS-M1
CDs CPD311 2
CDs CDP411....

CDs CDPC335 ..

CDs CDPOTHE ... £299.99
CDs COPX303ES ............. £499.99
NAKAMICHI
AUTHORIZED DEALER

AMPLIFIERS
1A-1 80w pch £619.99

1A-2 50w pch . £519.99

1A-3 40w pch . £329.99

TUNERS

ST-2. .£359.99
T-7 - 5 ..£759.99

CASSETTE DECKS

DR-1 Azimuth Adj. £739.99

DR-2 3 Head ... £549.99

£329.99

£1139.99
...£739.99
....£549.99
.....£329.99

EX DISPLAY CORNER

These are genuine products at
phenomenal savings... so first
come, first served. All are in
makers boxes and fully
guaranteed for 12 months.

B&W DM600.
B&W DM610...
JAM Cornet..... .pair £89.00
CELESTION 5 pair £129.00
MISSION 780 seconds .pair £145.00
TANNOY 603........... pair £89.00
TANNOY 605.. pair £119.00
TANNOY E11 ... pair £99.00
TANNOY DC2000 pair £199.00

XL1000...
XL200
XL300

£109.95

AUTHORIZED DEALER

SPEAKERS
HTS 1.

..£609.00
769.99
219.99

...£139.99

TLX180...

..£169.99
.£239.99
£339.99
.£289.99
£379.99

.£429.99
..£529.99

Janos
AUTHORIZED DEALER

Silhouette .
Art.... .
Atmosphere.

Comnet 60.2
Concert Il
D 165..
Centre 100 ..
Outdoor........

CD PLAYERS
NAD 502CD
NAD 505 Multi CD
SANSUI CD117 ..
SANSUI CD217 ...

£379.99

| Ry
AUTHORIZED DEALER

.£129.90
..£149.90

...£109.99
£149.99
..£179.99
£229.99
£169.99
£229.99
£379.99

DM640i ... .
B&W SOLID SERIES
Solid Monitor .......................
Single Solid .
Solid Team
Solid Bass Station
Solid Twin Bass.

Solid Team Bass .
Solid Ovale....
Solid Verticale
Solid Array.

AT
UTHORIZED DEALER

AMPLIFIERS

S-30 W1S Speaker
S-50 W1S Speaker ..
S-70 W1S Speaker
V-100 WD Speaker ........

SUGGESTED SYSTEMS

MARANTX CD52+
NAD 302+
MISSION 760ISE ..........

.£199.99

= £369.99

PIONEER
MISSION
NAD

A300+
760ISE+
502 CD Player..=£499.00

PIONEER A400X+
MISSION 7621+
MARANTZ CD52SEM2 .....= £699.00

SONY TAF442E+
TANNOY 60911+
PIONEER PDSB802........... = £669.00
NAD 1000 Pree+

2400 Power Amp+
BOSE ACC 5M2+
MARANTZ 52SEM2 ...

.= £1,399.00

SYSTEMS

KENWOOD UDS00
KENWOOD UD300
SONY MHC 500 ..
SONY MHC 6600
KENWOOD UD700 .
KENWOOD UD500 ..
SANSUI TUX Tuner
SANSUI TUX301L
KENWOOD KX5030

Please supply

I enclose cheque/PO for £

or debit Access/Visa/Amex Card No:

Expiry Date

Name

Address

Postcode

WHF/AWS3
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Arcam Black Box 5 450 G Equipped with Sync Lock for 0170.3. It gives off its best with a standard 750hm transport like the TEAC P-10. hybrid . . . 113
A A Audio Alchemy DDE v1.0 420 VG A very sweet and seductive sounding unit that gives good results with a wide range of CD players/transports Bitstream . . . 101
Audio Synthesis DSM-M 1234 G+ A weighty but neutral and highly calculated performer, best suited to transports like the P-10, despite Sync Lock facility. 20-bit . . 113
Beard DAP-1 975 A~ Clad in a wooden case this marriage of digital technology and valves has hit the rocks, a disappointingly flat sound 16-bit ] o . 113
A DPA Digital Bigger Bit 695 G With either P-10 or Meridian 200 transports it delivers a very taut and dynamic sound, bathed in an open acoustic DAC7 . ] 103
DPADigital PDM1 Series 3 1280 G+ Bears technical comparison with both PDM2 and Bigger Bit but - in terms of sound quality - is great advance on the latter DAC7 . . 103
A ds/d Decode-1 495 G Elegantly designed bitstreamer with plenty of inputs, can sound too bright, immediate or artificial for its own good. Bitstream . . . 113
A Forte Audio Model 50 950 VG A typically big and full-bloodied sound, infiltrated by a slightly euphonic quality but never hard or gritty. DAC7 . . 103
Meridian 606 DAC7 1350 G By refining the 203's sound further Meridian have also tempered its vibrancy and 'life" . Fickle with other transports DAC7 . . . 101
Micromega Duo BSII 550 G Has atendency to sound light, airy and ‘fast’ but it can also become a little hard or - fatiguing with some digital outputs SAA7321 . . . 101
Micromega Microdac 300 A+ Described as a modest but entertaining performer, achieving its sweetest balance with Arcam’s D170.3 transport. SAA7321 . . 113
A Mission DAC5 300 G+ Another modest DAC but one capable of a lean but clean and detailed sound that's typical of the DAC7 breed. DAC7 . . 113
A NVADAC-ON 730 G+ DAC-ON actually turns out to be a QED Digit linked to substantial external supplies. A ruse that undoubtedly improves its sound SAA7323 . 13
PS Audio Superlink 1498 G- Does the business with Meridian’s 200 but can sound bloated, smeared and even vaguely electronic other transports 18-bit ] . . 103
A A QED Digit 139 G+ Bearing in mind its expressive but very forgiving performance the Digit is almost embarrassingly cheap SAA7323 . 113
Roksan ROK-DA1/ROK-DS4 995 G+ A creditable affair, both expansive and expressive in character but rather also lean in balance. Crystal . 113
Stax DAC-Talent 1400 G+ Natural, refined and never over-zealous, its also capable of sounding very spicy and dynamic. Can be a maturing influence 20-bit . . . 101
A Sugden SDA-1 749 G+ A pleasant surprise from the fuddy-duddies of audio, judging by its ‘masses of high resolution detail and tremendous dynamics’ TDA1541it . 113
Sugden Stemfoort PDA-10 1200 G+ Unfortunately this ‘upgraded’ SDA-1 1s less impressive than the original, losing out on dynamics, airiness and subtle detailing 16-bit . . . 113
Threshold DAC 1/e 3150 G+ Can sound beautifully detailed with a marvellous sense of scale and sharp, solid images. Compatibility is unpredictable MASH . . . 103
Woodside DAC1 909 G Fine but slightly dated and costly package in performance terms - but flexible, musical and t well built 16-bit . . 87
A Woodside DAC2 510 G+ Offering a sharp and dynamic sound, all the more captivating for its lack of graininess and ‘tizz'. A reliable upgrade 16-bit . 101

%,

Irﬂ//spoﬂ/ﬂﬂt' combos

£Price Comments

Audio Alchemy DDS/DTI/XDP/P52 2047 A+ Amulti-box combination with a Bit Stream DAC that is fundamentally more inspiring than its partnering transport. DAC7 LI . e 120

DPA Digital T-lI/PDM2mKI 3245 G Aningenious combination that includes a clock-feed from the DAC to CD transport. Capable of astonishing results DAC7 e o o o e 120

A EAD T-1000/DSP-1000 2195 VG A two-box player based on Pioneer's Stable Platter CD transport. Its music always sounds fast, furious and fascinating. 20-bit LIRS 2 * 120
Linn Karik/Numerik 2495 G+ Partnering Linn's Numerik DAC with its Karik CD player (as transport) provides a dry, dynamic but also slightly dirty sound. 20-bit o o ° 120
Meridian 200/263 1390 G Now updated with Crystal Bit Stream technology, this popular duet has unfortunately lost much of the charm and poise of the original. ~ Bit Stream LR e 120

A Meridian 602/606 3100 VG Meridian's top-of-the-range two-box player looks and sounds both distinctiue and elegant, the perfect partner for a cultured system! DAC7 e o o o e 120
Proceed PDT3/PDP3 4598 G+ The third in a series of unusual transport/DAC combinations and a pairing that retains a powerful, confident and rugged sound 20-bit e o o e 120

A A TEAC P-700/D-700 1500 VG They may lack the resolution of high-end colleagues but still sound warm, bubbly and perpetually entertaining. 20-bit e o o e 120

AT, or digital audio tape, has been on tape based medium. mode column.
Dthe market for quite some time now but The DAT standard specifies a 48kHz sam- The optical and electrical infoutputs in the
has never really ‘made it" as a consumer pling rate, which is higher than CD, so direct column headings are for digital signals, analogue
medium, probably due to the fact that very little copying in the digital domain Is only possible on infoutputs are universal. The AES/EBU and
prerecorded software has been made available. those machines with dual sampling frequencies, ie  S/PDIF socketry is for connection to professional
In the last year or so it has began to carve 48kHz and 44. IkHz. Some machines also record components and typically DAT machines with
itself a niche at the top end of the market replac- at 32kHz to give a longer recording time for a this facility have been made for the pro and semi-
ing reel to reel tape recorders as the audiophile’s given length of tape, this is shown in the LP pro markets.

2, Y .
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Product £Price Comments
JVC XD-Z1010TN 1050 A+ Ambitious but ultimately disappointing deck with an opaque musical delivery and more features than you can shake a stick at . . . . 111
A JVCXD-7505 620 G Competent middle market DAT with uncomplicated (but still flawed) user interface, but good basic sound quality L . Q) 105
Kenwood DX-7 500 A  Sound quality is pretty fair, but a little rougher than the best of the breed. Controls are good, the display however is poor . . 94
Kenwood DX-7030 700 A=~ Bland sounding deck that lacks low level clarity and imaging. Build quality is good however and ease of use ranks highly . . ] 99
Panasonic SV-3700 1111 A Slick, powerfully equipped, this pro DAT has a clear, quick and colourful sound somewnhat lacking in weight and substance . . . 11
A Sony DTC-55ES 550 G Broadly comparable to a middle ranking CD player sonically, the Sony is particularly well equipped and well priced . . . . 93
Sony DTC-77ES 1000 A  Superb engineering, many nice features (including off tape monitoring) but perceptibly slowed, thickened sound . . . . 105
A A Sony TCD-D3 500 G+ Atthe time of writing, this model represents the state of the art, and beats all comers. . . 94
Tascam DA-30 1199 A+ Interesting pro DAT deck with solid, tangible sound quality which is nevertheless lacking in analysis . . . m
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Mission 753 loudspeakers
NAD 302 amplifier
Yamaha DSPA 2070 DSP ampliﬁer

Amplifiers
Denon PMA 450
Harman Kardon 6150
NAD 304

Cassette Decks
Aiwa ADF 410
Aiwa ADF 810

Yamaha KX 260

Loudspeakers
B&W DM 620i
Epos ES |1
Tannoy 609

Turntables
Revolver Rebel
Thorens TD 166/RB 250
Systemdek 11 X900/RB 250

CD Players
Marantz CD 52 |1
Marantz CD 52 |1l SE
NAD 502

llﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
HIII'-
Tuners
Audiolab 8000 T
Denon TU 260 L
Harman Kardon TU 9400
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Bartletts

Suggested
Systems

The Bartletts Suggested Systems listed below are
supplied with the Marantz CD 53, an alternative

CD player or Turntable are available, see belew for |-
price details. All systems are supplied with 8 metres |

of 79 strand loudspeaker cable. QED 4mm plugs
are available at a cost of £1.00 each. Carriage
charge for delivery to an address on the UK main-
land is £12.00 per order. All items are sent fully
insured. Prices were correct at time of printing but
are subject to change without notice. E&OE.

t—— Celestion | | Mi: ssno 760| Tannoy 605 Mission 761i | Tannoy 607 | RogersLS2A2 | Mission 762i LS4A2
Cesestion Mission Oise| B&W DM 600i | B&W DM 610i Cerwin- Tannoy 609
— Tannoy 603 Celestion 5 Celestion 7 Yega VS 8
Mission 780
|| Marantz PM aa s | 384.95 [429.95 [457.95 (469.95 (503.95 [511.95 (527.95 |560.95
0 40 405 9 0 ATO Q 4 Q 400 @
" || Maranzema0se [ 343.95 [383.95 [389.95 |419.95 |451.95 |467.95 [483.95 [529.95
X 06 9 4724 O 4 9 480 9 496 9 D 9
|| Nad 304 409.95 |455.95 |483.95 |491.95 |523.95 |539.95 |545.95 |579.95
—{ | Harman Kardon 1200 439.95 |482.95 |511.95 |523.95 |556.95 |[564.95 (581.95 |622.95
— 40 A 0 483 9 401 G 0 0 Q A 0 0 O
Technics sua 600 | 399.95 | 415.95 (443.95 (451.95 (483.95 (499.95 (515.95 |539.95

— ChOIceS. The following CD players or Turntables can be ordered instead of the Marantz CD 52I1 in the above systems.

| CD Players Turntables
—1 Aiwa XC 300 Deduct £60.00 Sony CDP 311 Deduct £30.00 Dual CS 503-2 Deduct £70.00
| Denon DCD 595 Deduct £20.00 Sony CDP 711 Add £50.00 Dual CS 505-4 Add Nil

Denon DCD 695 Add Nil Sony CDP 911 Add £100.00 Thorens TD 280 IV Add £10.00
| Denon DCD 890 Add £70.00 Technics SLPG 440 DeducF £20.00 Systemdek 11X 900 Add £125.00
— Marantz CD 421I Deduct £20.00 Yamaha CDX 470 Add Nil inc.RB 250 AT 110e
__| Marantz CD 52 11SE Add £100.00 Yamaha (DX 570  Add £45.00

Nad 502 Add £20.00 Yamaha CDX 670  Add £90.00

A

A

; / \

AN
\
\
~

Micromega Logic CD player

Micromega Leader CD player

5 /|

Bartletts~ |

Super Savers

Marantz CD 42 11 CD player
Celestion One Loudspeakers

p

Normal Price Saver Price

199.90 169.90
10990 79.90
568.90 299.90
849.90 499.90

Bartletts System of the Month

Marantz CD 42 |1 CD player
Marantz PM 40 SE amplifier

8m 79 strand cable

Celestion One Loudspeakers

29950

Carriage for the above
system £20

PRICES
071 607 2148

071 607 2296
Phone today (

MAIL
ORDER ¢

071 607 2148

071 607 2296
Fax: 071 609 0536 \
N. London Only

DEMOS !

North London '
071 607 2148 (

DEMOS (|

Woking '
0483 771175 (

STORES AT

North London
175 Holloway Road
London, N7 S8LX
Woking

11 The Broadway,

Woking, Surrey, GU21 5AP
Opening Times: 9.30am - 6pm

oy = (S E




Headphones

here are a variety of different approaches
to headphone design. Amongst the more
expensive models, electrostatic drivers are
used in open-backed phones. The majority of
these come with some form of transformer
which usually takes the signal from the speaker
terminals on the amplifier, but some can run
from a pair of tape out sockets

THE DIRECTORY

The more down to earth (see affordable)
models feature dynamic, or moving coil, drivers in
circular open or closed backed designs. The
advantage of open backs seems to be a corre
spondingly open sound, but one can also of
course hear external noises. Closed-back designs
are useful in situations where it is necessary to
block out background noise, but they aren't gen-

erally as good sonically.

Another means of distinguishing different
types is the way they sit on your head. There are
three styles: circumaural models enclose the ear
and rest on the side of the head; supra-aural
designs feature a flat pad which presses on the
outer ear (pinna); and intra-aurals rest inside the
ear itself, and are popular with personal stereos.

Headpho  Hng, O,
” II E S }27@ 604 '5'04 Q/é, ‘9(,&, %
Product £Price ments
A AKG K1000 500 E One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly to speaker outputs and makes much of the competition sound lame Extra-aural . ° . . 99
AKG K135 33 A The K135s don't live up to the usual AKG standards, though they do have the ability to reproduce rhythm well Supra-aural . . 63
A AKG K240 Monitor 60 G Something of a classic, these AKGs are very user friendly in all respects; sonically on the warm side of neutral Circumaural . . 63
A AKG K280 Parabolic 90 G+ A very revealing and unusual twin driver design that uses the same principle as a satellite dish to beam sound into the ear Circumaural . . 63
A AKG K340 140 E  Heavyweight cans in most respects, the K340 with its electrostatic tweeter is a very revealing headphone Circumaural ] . . 75
AKG K44 40 A Good quality personal oriented phone, could have a better sense of space but is musically quite communicative Supra-aural . . 99
A AKG K400 100 VG Comfortable over long sessions. Sound is exquisitely detailed, dynamic and uncoloured Supra-aural ° . 121
A AKG K500 119 G+ Open and clear, they reproduced music with impressive definition, balance is on the light side but transparency is high Circumaural ° . 111
Aiwa HP-X30 26 G- Aflashy personal stereo phone which alternatively could be used at home. A slight LF tonal preference colours the response Supra-aural . . 5
A Audio-Technica ATH-308 26 A- Small cans with a fairly forward balance which helps perceived clarnity but can become wearing over time, good for personals Supra-aural ° . 111
A Audio-Technica ATH-609 31 A- Warm feeling and sounding with impressive physical substance for the price, could be more relaxed and open Circumaural . . 99
Audio-Technica ATH-611 51 G Same basic design as 609 but bigger thinner diaphragm makes this a more relaxed and informative headphone Circumaural . . 99
Audio-Technica ATH-9000 246 G Electrets which connect to the amps speaker outputs, it sounds a little too smooth but would suit aggressive amps Circumaural . 111
A Audio-Technica ATH-910 70 G The closed-back 910s are an improvement on the 909s with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones Circumaural . . 55
A Audio-Technica ATH-911 80 VG Nicely finished dynamic headphones with all the trimmings, plus a very clean and subtle sound Circumaural . ° 63
Bandridge EH910DD 50 A- Modestly successful mid/top, but dreadfully cloying, ploddy bass makes this model essentially unlistenable Circumaural . . 121
A Beyer DT-211 25 A  Good value compact, couth and enjoyable, esp in midband. Earpads not removable for cleaning Supra-aural . . 121
Beyer DT411 49 G Areasonable but not very thrilling headphone that doesn't really offer enough at the price Supra-aural . . m
A Beyer DT911 179 VG Probably too revealing for many headphone amps these are very subtle and fine if expensive cans Circumaural . . 111
A Beyer DT990 102 VG A significant pair of dynamic headphones; they have a smooth and yet revealing neutral sound that is hard to criticise Circumaural ° . 55
A Beyer IRS690 203 VG High quality infra-red headphones with soft comfy earpads and mellow but informative sound quality which is hard to dislike Circumaural . ° 75
JVC HA-D690 40 A  Competent but rather undistinctive cans, a bit middle of the road and well suited to aggressive sources Supra-aural . . 1
JVC HA-D910 60 A Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colourations Circumaural . . 121
A Jeckiin Float Electrostatic 399 E These electrostatics have an openness of sound rarely found in the breed, with good dynamic range to boot Circumaural . . 55
A A Jeckiin Float Model One 79 G+ Whilst very unusual in appearance, the Floats give remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price Circumaural . . (%)
A Jeckiin Float Model Two 99 G+ Helmet shaped and pretty unflattering but open sounding and comfortable in the long term. te lack of adjustment Circumaural . . 63
Kenwood KH-1000 20 A- First step up from a true mini: a near miniature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive Supra-aural . . 121
Philips SBC3390 60 A  Up front but rather aggressive headphone with lightweight, coloured sound. Not very comfortable. Supra-aural . . 121
Quart Phone 75X 70 A Unusually comfortable sealed headphone, though sound isolation poor. Hard, edgy sound quality Circumaural . . 121
A A Sennheiser HD440 |l 35 A+ Still the one by which others at the price are measured, though now slightly leaden sounding, cold treble Supra-aural . . 121
Sennheiser HD 540l 120 G+ A good but not great headphone that due to its high impedance and efficiency should work well with most sources Circumaural . . 111
A A Sennheiser HDS60 Ovation |l 140 VG Characteristic slightly heavy sound, but still the benchmark at this price level. High class sound and comfort Circumaural ° . 121
A Sony MDR-CD1000 170 G+ Afine sounding and comfortable headphone that’s likely to work well with most sources Circumaural . . 111
A Sony MDR-CD3000 350 G+ Better than most of the headphone outputs around so hard to make the most of, potentially up there with the electrostatics Circumaural . . 99
A A Sony MDR-CD350 30 G \Veryimpressive, possibly the most open sounding cheap closed back can around, lightweight in balance but transparent Circumaural . . 99
A A Sony MDR-CD550 60 G+ A very competent headphone, creates a remarkable sense of space for a closed back design and sounds natural to boot Circumaural . . 99
A Sony MDR-CD750 90 G+ Reasonably comfortable and eminently listenable these Sonys have characteristically good bass power and relaxed hf Circumaural . . 111
Sony MDR-CD850 100 A+ Very comfortable, and reasonable sound - better than most sealed designs - though hardness intrudes Circumaural . o 121
A Stax Gamma pro/SRD-X pro 678 E  The Gamma pros are like a stethoscope for your hi-fi, revealing subtleties that many loudspeakers fail to resolve Circumaural . . 63
A Stax Lambda Signature/SRM-T1 1644 E  The Signature when combined with the SRM-T1 valve driver must be the most transparent headphone available Circumaural . . 72
A Stax SR Gamma 239 G+ The next model down the Stax range from the Lambda, the Gamma is an excellent headphone with little to criticise but the price Circumaural . . 55
A Stax SR Lambda Pro/SRD-7SB 674 G+ Anindustry reference, frighteningly revealing, bringing across more information than loudspeakers costing twice as much Circumaural . . 55
A Stax SR Lambda Pro/SRM-1 1239 E  Extracts layers of information that other headphones only hint at. The SRM-1 has more edge than the SRM-T1 Circumaural . . 75
Technics RP-F10 100 A  Another very comfortable sealed model, modest sound isolation and uneven sound favouring bass Circumaural ° . 121
A A Vivanco SR808 Classic 55 G Anew mid price reference from a new and interesting source. Good all round, no obvious shortcomings Supra-aural . . 121
Yamaha YHD-1 46 G Stylish semi-folding design with a slightly forward balance that very nearly scraped a recommendation Supra-aural . ° m

FANCY SOME WIRE FREE CANS? CHECK OUT OUR INFRA-RED HEADPHONE REVIEWS ON PAGE 114
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Loudspeakers

ast item in the hi-fi chain, to some extent

the loudspeaker is merely the slave of what

has gone before, capable only of reproduc-
ing a signal as good as it is fed. Nevertheless the
distortions (colorations and stereo effects) intro-
duced by loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to be
more immediately obvious than those anywhere
else in the chain, so careful choosing according to
taste is very important.

The average loudspeaker consists of a small-

THE DIRECTORY

ish enclosure, much of which may have begun life
as part of a tree, plus a couple of drive units hid-
den behind a removable grille. Inside the box
lurks a simple electrical circuit known as a
crossover, which divides the incoming (full range)
signal into the night bits for the drivers to handle.
Variations on the above formula are specifically
identified in the entries. The designer's primary
task is to balance the ‘sensitivity’ of the loud-
speaker (how loud it goes for a given electrical

input) against the bass extension (how low does
it go), shown as ‘bass from’, for the given box
size. After that such subtleties as coloration (or
lack of it) and dispersion come into the equation.
Careful placement of the loudspeakers within
the room s as important as the initial choice of
model. See siting columns for guidance. For good
stereo they need to be more or less the same
distance from nearby walls. Models not ticked as
“floorstanding’ will require rigid stands

Loudspeakers iyt b,
” /'2’/ /03’/ ‘b"//ﬂs“e % K
Product £Price Comments
ATC SCM20 1461 G+ Massively built, invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable 44x24x31 28 82 e 86
A Acoustic Energy Aegis 1 452 G Rich and slightly heavy balance doesn't mask fine mid/treble coherence and transparency. Entry level for all-metal drivers 39x21x26 28 84 118
Acoustic Energy AE1 764 G Amongst the best miniatures around, shows exceptional mid focus and coherence, but is pricey and could be more agile. 29.5x18x25 48 84 102
A Acoustic Energy AE3 1650 G+ Solid, authoritative and impressively accurate — if a shade ponderous and slow 63x26.5x37 23 85 86
Acoustic Research Pi3 219 A  Lively good value box has extra bass driver to give plenty of thump, but lacks refinement and extension 51.5x21x23 50 88 110
Acoustic Research AR M.5 129 A- Pretty enough but a bit too tiny for its own good, it's better suited to auxiliary surround sound duties 22x16x23 50 88 114
A A Acoustic Research AR M1 199 G Cutely shaped miniature delivers splendidly unboxy bass and midrange, but is a little marred by a rather bright treble 27x20x26 30 85 110
Acoustic Research AR M2 269 A  Not necessarily as agile or well balanced as the cute little M1, M2 is larger, louder and still attractively unboxy 41x24x36 28 89 118
A A Alison AL100 100 A Loud and lively budget wall-mount is bigger and beefier than most of the competition, if lacking some subtlety and refinement 33.5x24x21.5 30 87 94
Allison AL105 170 A= Pretty enough in appearance, sonically the AL105 doesn't really make the grade at the £150 asking price 37x24x21 45 87 78
A Alison AL110 220 G- Compact bookshelf model is a little dry and mid forward, but bass is extended and solid 40x24.5x22.5 28 86 102
Allison AL120 420 A  Pretty well balanced if slightly mid forward, but sound quality is a little disappointing for the price 63x28x27 30 88 e 08
Allison MS 200 220 A- Small and solid as a brick, this micro-miniature has limited bass and bright balance, but sounds agile and communicative 25 53(14.5x15 50 85 106
A Apogee Caliper Signature 3998 G+ Power hungry full range ribbon panels have remarkable transparency and delicacy, loudness and ‘grunt’ are a bit lacking 122x70x6.5 30 81 e 81
A Arcam Delta 2 300 G Pretty luxury compact sounds a shade forward and coloured but has dynamic and lively bass for its size 37.5x22.5x27.5 40 87 94
A Audio Note AN-E 1300 G+ Lovely coherence, great midband dynamics and transparency, extended bass and high sensitivity — pity it's so darn ugly! 80x36x28 20 91 106
A Audio Note AN-J 799 G+ Light damping and local unevenness adds some coloration, but doesn't spoil the very lively, dynamic and coherent sound 58.5x33x24.5 25 90 110
A Audioplan Kontrapunkt 899 G+ Sounds as sweet as it looks, dressed expensively in real wood with matching stands. not for bass or loudness freaks 31x24x13 48 83 86
A B3W 2001 120 A Cunningly concealing its (very real) limitations, this is just about the smoothest and best balanced miniature around 29x18x21 48 87 118
B&W 2003 190 A- Flashy and assertive ghetto blaster styling is not reflected in the rather bland, if well balanced sound 43x21x25 30 88 122
B&W 610 240 A  Bass extension and impressive loudness credentials, but rather indifferent integration and coherence 49x23.5x30 25 89 102
A A BW 620 400 G Has well balanced, laid back and slightly lazy sound that is pleasantly easy on the ears; could do with its own spikes 74x23.5x30 25 89 e 94
A B3W DM600 180 A+ Animpressively smooth overall balance, but sound is a touch bland with it 35x20.5x25 30 85 98
A B&W Matrix 801 3495 G+ Lacks the transparency of the best panels, and the drama of the best dynamics, but is something of an acoustic tour de force 77/99x56x43 <20 86 81
B&W Matrix 805 845 G Stylish, with remarkable imaging properties, good balance and low coloration, though less successful at musical communication 42x26x22.5 30 87 98
A Bose 305 390 G- Ahbit of an oddball, fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match more than make up for the strange stereo imaging and treble 28x45x23 40 88 78
Bose 401 456 A  Cheaply built but distinctively styled semi-omni floorstander suffers from heavy midbass but still sounds lively and open 78.5x30x28.5 28 89 e 110
Bose 901 MK6 1496 A  The pre-equalised multi-driver 901 is cleverly engineered to deliver exceptional loudness 33x54x32 28 89 86
Bose Interaudio 3000XL 170 A- Lots of perceived value and well enough balanced, but low cost engineering results in a crude and unsubtle sound 46.5x29x23 45 89 7
Boston HD5 130 A Tiny and prettily shaped miniature has an attractive lack of boxiness, but is a little short of drama and dynamic drive 25x16x18.5 30 86 110
Brinkmann Endymion 395 A+ Omnidirectional design with rococo styled urn-shaped ceramic enclosure. Distinctly bass light, but impressively coherent 48x29 (diam) 50 85 e 106
A Cabasse Bisquine 600 G+ Classy French large bookshelf speaker has great coherence and dynamic grip, but a rather mid-forward overall character 48x26x30.5 30 91 110
A Cabasse Skiff 1500 G+ Large floorstanding three-way gives great sensitivity and bass extension with fine dynamic grip 100x30x36 25 92 o 122
A Canon $-30 150 A+ Clever and unusual moulded design has attractive lively coherence, along with ‘wide imaging stereo’ effect 27x22.5x23.5 50 88 114
A Canon S-50 350 A+ Only a small cone miniature at heart, the fascinating styling and extended sweet spot feature make it utterly original. 30x24(diam) 48 84 102
A A Castle Chester 650 G+ A brilliant throwback, using horn-type approach to provide startling midrange dynamics and coherence. 94x23x27 45 87 e 08
Castle Durham 250 A Like the slightly larger York, the very pretty presentation is not reflected in a similarly sweet sound 40x22x24 48 88 118
A Castle Pembroke 400 A+ Comfortably recommended, a sweet smooth sound with good overall balance of engineering-based performance 55x37.5x30.5 46 88 31
A Castle Trent Il 190 A Very classy finish for the price, plus a sound that passes muster without setting anything much alight 33.5x18x20 50 88 122
A Castle Winchester 1499 G+ Unconventional and beautifully crafted, large for its bass extension but engagingly agile and attractively open and airy 114x24x47 25 87 e 90
Castle York 340 A+ Pretty little real wood compact has an engaging transparency, good balance and fine timing, could do with more authority 43x22x26 30 86 110
A A Celestion 1 109 A Pretty basic performance but at a very basic price — it all sounds a bit scrappy and untidy, but its heart’s in the right place 27.5x16x21 50 87 114
A Celestion 15 389 G Big box and bang for your bucks, short on subtlety and control, but long on both enthusiasm and perceived vinyl wood grain 103x20.5x25.5 28 90 o 114
Celestion 9 269 A Nicely presented and fair material value, with impressively flat bass-to-mid balance 49.5x20.5x24 30 89 102
Celestion SL12Si 629 A  Elements of fine sound quality, but this ‘grown up’ SL6 variation has a lumpy response alongside its improved power handling 53x20x27 50 85 66
Celestion SL600Si 820 G Has certain remarkable qualities that some will find irresistible, but needs careful system and room matching 27x20x23 52 82 68
Celestion SL6Si 429 A+ This stereotype luxury compact can sound a bit dull and congested, but really opens up on Slate Audio stands; favours CD 37.5x20x25 30 86 94
Celestion 300 1099 G Splendid bass extension and fine panel-like openness and transparency, but dynamics and timing are suspect, balance very laid back. 100x21x31 <20 86 118
Creek CLS 10 119 A Almost identical to the Goodmans Maxim 3, this neat miniature is very competently engineered, but not desperately exciting 26x17x21 50 85 114
Dali 102 230 A Attractive bookshelf model has fine midband focus and bass extension, but treble’s a bit restrained and bass a bit detached 37x21x25 30 86 114
Dawn Chorus FS 698 G Compact floorstander with superb coherence but rather forward midband. Would suit smaller rooms best 91x26x21 30 86 e 114
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Loudspeakers continued |

A Diamond Acoustics Reference Il 895 G+ Lovely free stander suffers from indifferent bass alignment, but is fast, coherent, solid and very informative indeed. 87x27.5x28 30 90 . 106
Dynaudio Contour1.3 1199 G Heavyweight luxury finish bookshelf model has good scale and weight but is pricey and a bit ponderous 38x20.5x29 28 86 . 122

A A EposESt1 350 G+ Integral baffle/driver to give a remarkable combination of low coloration, transparency and speed; bass is a bit shy 37.5x20x25 45 86 L] 94
A Epos ES14 515 G+ Substantial stand mount delivers delightful midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control. System sensitive 49x22.5x29 25 85 . 98
A Faraday FS1 225 A+ Concrete box on a budget, works surprisingly well despite cheap drivers, wood veneers here Direct sale only 47x27x28 45 86 . 114
Faraday FS5 589 G Pricey and ugly, but with its own sonic charm, thanks to substantial influence of the concrete enclosure has upon the sound 46x27x26 28 90 . 102
Faraday Siren 330 A~ Interesting if ugly high mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination 46x27x27 48 87 C] 94
Genexxa SE100 150 A  Tandy-stocked miniature is attractively lively, conerent and communicative, could do with more grunt and lower coloration 28x15.5x19 50 84 e 110

A Goodmans Maxim 120 A Budget miniature offers well balanced strengths and few weaknesses at a very realistic price; a bit feeble 26x17x20 30 85 e 122
Harbeth HL Compact 584 A  Clean, neutral sound lacks resolution and gives rather unsubtle though well differentiated stereo. 52x27.2x28.1 65 87 . 59
Harbeth LS3/5A 379 A  Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update under our listening conditions 30.5x19x16 60 81 . 66

A Harbeth HL-P3 400 G Very limited loudness but impressive full-range scale from uncoloured and very well balanced but time-smeared sub-miniature 31x19x17 23 82 . 118
Heco Presto Superior 750 650 A Tall slim and attractive floorstander delivers a fine, even in-room balance but lacks transparency, coherence and dynamic drive 95x24x27 22 87 ° 106

Heco Reflex 10 160 A Nicely balanced small bookshelf is a competent rather than exceptional package for the price, thanks to indifferent build. 32x21x23 30 90 . 102

A A Heybrook HB1 S3 250 G Latest version of long established favourite delivers good liveliness and fine coherence for the price 47x29x24 30 88 e 98
A Heybrook Prima 120 A+ Neat and discreet miniature delivers fine coherence, pace and timing, though balance is a trifle forward and bass a bit light 29x19.5x18 50 86 e 110
A Heybrook Quartet 555 @G Beautifully presented and built large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound 41x24x23 48 89 e 122
A Heybrook Sextet 1079 G+ Engagingly coherent and a highly analytical, partly due to distinct and t always comfortable upper-mid forwardness 96x27x20 25 85 e e 102
A Heybrook Solo 170 A+ Discreetly styled, sounds a little untidy in both bass and treble but handles complex rhythmic material much better than most 36x23x22 28 87 e 90
A Heybrook Trio 349 G Same drivers as HBS1 in prettier real wood enclosure give a sweeter and more forgiving if less committed sound 47x24x25 45 89 . 118
Infinity Modulus 795 A+ Carefully conceived and beautifully built. Undeniably attractive in the mid and treble, it failed to handle the bass as well 30x18x26 45 84 . 86

A Infinity Reference 10 180 A Anengaging and lively sound from a prettily finished and substantial small bookshelf size model 36x23x23 50 87 . 98
Infinity Reference 20 230 A Well presented and balanced with good bass control, but somehow lacks convincing cohesion and agility. 46x27x24 27 88 . 102

A Infinity Reference 30 400 G Budget price floorstander has good overall balance and bass extension, but is rather coloured and uneven 86x27x24 25 89 e o 122
Infinity Reference 50 550 A- Despite hi-tech drivers, good bass extension and sensitivity, this three-way suffers from a forward, coloured sound 86x26.5x25 25 89 e o 08

Jamo 307 300 A- Beautifully styled bookshelf baby places more emphasis on presentation than basic engineering 32x18x27 48 86 . 122

JBL Control 1 Plus 250 A  Sub-miniature with forward midrange and real bass; highish price partly justified by near-indestructible Pro build 23x15.5x14 50 89 e 90

JBL L1 450 G Good power handling, decent transparency and deep but current hungry bass from a compact and solid enclosure 40x21x25.4 47 87 . 121

JBL ti1000 1500 G Ultra-engineered, beautifully crafted bookshelf model. Performance compromised by over enthusiastic midbass output from port 44x30x28 45 89 . 118

A PWAP2 180 A  Offers real wood veneer at a bargain price; performance is cleaner but broadly comparable to P1 Vinyl overall 43.5x25.5x26 45 86 . 106
A JPWAP3 225 A+ Pretty good stereo and well balanced overall it had its own character which is well suited to vinyl replay 52x25x29.5 57 90 e 46
A JPW Minim 79 A=~ \Very civilised but dynamically limited, the Minim is well suited to the smaller room and where limited loudness is acceptable 27.5x18x19.5 28 85 e 82
A A JPW Mini Monitor £60 A= Ultra cheap Richer Sounds special is lightweight and short of welly, but a snip for surround sound use 27x18x17 50 85 e 122
A JPWP1 155 A+ Honest and basically articulate if not very sophisticated, resolution is good but can sound a little wearing in bright systems 44x25.9x26.1 60 89 . 59
A A PWP1 Vinyl 135 A Alot of highly competent loudspeaker for the price, with a safe sound that's unlikely to disappoint 43.5x25.5x26 32 87 ° 102
A A PW Sonata 115 A+ Well balanced and integrated, offers fine sound if limited bass and dynamic range, plus real tree wood at a nearly silly price 32x23x20 55 86 e 7
JPW Sonata Plus 135 A~ This luxury variation on the redoubtable Sonata theme features a metal dome tweeter, and isn't the better for it 32x23x21 30 87 . 90

A JRT AD1 500 G+ A fair share of cosmetic deficiencies do little to spoil the impressive coherence and timing 59.5x28x36 28 86 e 86
A JRT AD1 Micro 389 G Delightful life and coherence, gives surprising impression of scale; some aggressive tendencies but very open to system tuning 28x17x21 50 87 e 94
Jamo Concert Il 330 A- Arespectable ‘bookshelf' performer that needs free space siting but includes attractive cabinetwork and a neat grille 41x24x25 48 85 ° 66

Jamo Concert V 500 A  Compact, solid, nicely finished delivers unusually extended bass at the expense of lowish sensitivity; midband is laid back. 86x24x28 20 85 e o 102

Jamo Concert VII 800 A  Beautifully built, uses unusual dout;le reflex bass system, unsuccessfully as far as low frequency resolution is concerned 96x28x31.5 25 87 e o O

A Jamo Comet 50 150 A+ Good value bookshelf size speaker has a rough and ready sound but good heart, engaging liveliness and fair timing 42x23x22.5 28 87 . 110
Jamo Silhouette 400 A+ Tall, slim and rather elegant in its way, doesn't sound bad for a styling exercise, just a bit rich and polite 122x24.7x17 45 88 e o 114

A Jordan JH400 504 A+ Piano finish hexagon has single full range driver and controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightful mid coherence 33x24x30.5 50 83 . 106
A KEF 104/2 1595 G+ A reference point for dynamics, preferred without KUBE, suited to many rooms. Good stereo, high sound level 90x28x41.5 50 92 e o (0
KEF K120 169 A  Physically pretty and sonically competent but undistinguished bookshelf size model has good sensitivity but limited extension 34x20.5x26 45 87 ° 106

A KEF Q80 569 A+ Uni-Q floorstander has good stereo and fine midband coherence, but bass lacks extension, drive and resolution 85x24.5x26.5 45 87 e o 106
KEF Q90 739 A  Generous floorstander has even balance and decent extension but fails to communicate excitement and involvement effectively 90x25x32 25 88 e o 118
Kammerzelt Ref Mini Monitor 425 G Abeguilingly sweet sound with good pace and drive, but scale is restricted and presence a little dulled considering the price 27x17x24 50 85 . 94

A Kenwood LS-770E 260 G Impressively communicative bookshelf model has fine vigour, scale and dynamics, if not the smoothest sound around 48x27x25 25 89 . 106
A Kenwood LS-500G 500 G Japanese designed and built luxury compact delivers an invigorating and exciting sound; an interesting contrast to some lazier models ~ 45x23x26 48 89 . 118
A A Legendl 200 G Liveliness, coherence and fine information retrieval justifies the odd looking moulded baffle construction 37x21x30 48 88 e 122
A A Linn Index /KuStone 374 G Stand and speaker looks and sounds very good, good bass extension and control, fine dynamic range. Clean, clear if a shade slow 44x21x23.5 28 86 e 90
A Linn Kaber 1298 G+ Dry, bright balance emphasises superb dynamic range and transient precision, but can sound unforgiving 89x19x29 25 85 e e 118
Linn Kan Il 530 A+ Niche product for those prepared to tolerate its strong character for the sake of fine bass performance and near invisibility 30.5x18.5x16.5 35 82 e 78

A Linn Keilidh 579 G+ Stunning timing and coherence and awesome bass drive, especially with ceramic plinth; sounds a bit shut in 83x20x27.5 22 87 e o 114
Living Voice Air Partner 11990 E  Formidable horn design with astounding transparency, dynamics and speed. Its idiosyncracies are compensated by sheer energy 165x64x92 40 101 e e 117

A Magneplanar MG1.4 1090 G+ Offers a very crisp and articulate sound, particularly revealing of upper mid vocal details 155x8x57 40 88 e o 72
Magneplanar SMGa 668 A  Tonally ‘rich’, in the right room it proved a satisfactory musical experience 122x48x4.5 56 85 e o 46
Marantz DS110 200 A+ Pretty near-miniature trades bass extension for sensitivity, delivering fine midband dynamics but little grunt 33x19.5x20.5 55 88 e 114
Marantz DS220 300 A+ Nicely shaped and presented large bookshelf model sounds competant rather than inspired; a touch too heavy 37x23x26 50 88 ® 122

A Martin Logan CLS Il 4333 G+ High resolution design, fussy about system set-up, demanding of ancillaries and software alike. It rewards the efforts though 60x28x7.5 45 86 e o 72
Meridian Argent 1 995 G+ Beautifully built, finished and shaped, has fine bass extension and virtual absence of ‘boxiness'; needs a big amplifier 33x27x27 28 83 . 98
Meridian Argent 2 875 G  Beautiful high-tech ‘large compact’ delivers extended, smooth and neutral sound with fair speed. Slate Audio stands essential 48.5x21x29.5 23 85 . 94
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Meridian M30
A \ission 753
A Mission 760
Mission 764i
Mission 765i
Mission 751
Monitor Audio MA1200 Gold Il
A Monitor Audio Studio 6
Mordaunt-Short 5.10
Mordaunt-Short 5.20
Mordaunt-Short 5.30
A Mordaunt-Short 5.40
Mordaunt-Short Classic 20
Morel Bassmaster 602
Musical Fidelity MC-3
A NVA Cube 1
A NVA Cube 2
NVA Cubix
Naim NA IBL
A Naim SBL
A Neat Petite
Nobis DM7
A Origin Live OL2A
Origin Live OL1
Philips FB820
A Philips FB825
Pioneer S-4UK
A ProMon Co LB
Professional Monitor Co AB1
QLN Model One
QLN Signature
A Quad ESL-63
A RegabL8
A RegaELA
A A Rregakyte
Richard Allan CD5
A A Rogers LS2a/2
Rogers LS4a/2
Rogers LS6a/2
Rogers LS8a
A Rogers Studio 3
A Rogers Studio 1a
A Rogers Studio 7
A Roksan Darius
Royd Topaz
Royd Abbot
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950 A  Pricey active speaker, easy on the ears and worth considering especially where space is at a premium 38.5x18x32 40 NA . 46
700 G+ Gorgeous presentation and potential for open transparency. Floorstander with lots of drivers that gives lots of loudness 90x22x30.5 45 88 e o 114
130 A+ Attractive little wall-mount miniature has livelier dynamics and bass drive than most of its type, but sounds as little shut in 29.5x18x20 48 87 e 110
480 A  Generous and handsome floorstander looks fine material value for money, but good scale sound has lazy tendencies 89x25x32 22 86 e o 118
680 A+ Big heavyweight floorstander has good sensitivity and bandwidth, but somehow lacks agility, authority and dynamic grip 102x25x33 2 9 s ¢ 110
300 G Potentially promising high class baby suffered early production inconsistency: full retest scheduled soon 32x17x27 50 86 e 122
1200 G Pricey but classy floorstanding variation on MA80O theme; beautifully voiced midband, heavy midbass 93.5x17x27 28 85 o e 5122
800 A+ Pretty but pricey metal diaphragm compact has clear and transparent midband but is ultimately lacking in vim, vigour and drive. 35x22x25 45 86 118
130 A  Plenty of well engineered speaker for the money, and smoother than most of the competition, but lacks timing and enthusiasm 30.5x18.5x21.5 50 85 e 110
150 A  Lots of speaker for your money, but not as smooth or well balanced as other M-S 5-series models 36x21.5x21.5 45 87 . 114
220 A- Good hi-tech material value for money, but a disappointingly dull and rather bland sound. Safe but uninspiring. 42.5x25x28 28 86 . 106
299 G Elegant near-floorstander has an even balance that makes it very easy on the ears, yet also inviting and informative 64x21.5x26.5 28 85 110
395 A+ Luxuriously finished, beguiling mid transparency, bass is altogether less convincing 37x22x27 45 86 . 102
1200 G+ Superbly built compact stand-mount, did well in listening tests but suffers (enjoys?) upper midband peak 24.5x40x22.5 25 84 . 114
400 A+ Solid and authoritative large bookshelf model gives fine stereo and decent dynamic drive but balance Is rather shut in 47x26x28 25 88 e . 118
720 G+ Attractive, semi-omni is very sturdily built, and gives an idiosyncratic but unusually open, spacious and informative sound 33x32x32 52 85 . 71
480 G Arude but exciting miniature, with unusually accomplished bass capabilities for its size 28.5x27x28.5 48 85 e 82
1400 G Tooidiosyncratic for recommendation, the Cubix possesses remarkable bass extension for its size, but is tricky to optimise 60x32.5x32.5 28 84 e 78
899 G This tiny floorstanding wall mount delivers outstanding dynamics, speed and detail, marred by pronounced upper mid forwardness 80x18x15-20 30 84 e e 94
1708 G+ Impressive scale, full bandwidth, coherent, attractively discrete, coloured midband, very well balanced and agile 88x26.5x17-27 25 86 e 102
525 G+ Far from perfect, but one of the most entertaining and enjoyable speakers around, colorations notwithstanding. 30.5x20x18 33 86 e 102
560 G Pretty US bookshelf model has more than enough speed, timing and coherence to make up for a measure of coloration 38x21.5x28.5 25 85 ] 110
469 G  Compact floorstander sounds open, transparent and evenly balanced; needs a big amp but enjoys hard driving 82x19x19 25 85 oL o 122
499 G Luxury miniature has very good overall balance, sacrificing sensitivity to achieve remarkable bass extension for the box size 30.5x19x21 25 821 % 106
470 A  Big-but-less-than-beautiful three-way is well enough balanced but lacks communication skills in the time domain 86x27x35 28 87 . 98
700 G Generous sounding and impressively uncongested, loudness and bass extension don’t quite match plasticky looks 110x29x41 25 88 e o 90
250 A+ Carefully developed minimalist audiophile design has some vigour but suffers an intrusive upper mid peak 37x21x28 50 87 . 122
998 G+ Delightful smoothness and transparency, though bass extension and sensitivity are both limited 53.5x18x26 33 86 . 110
1600 G Bulky stand-mount transmission line has lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut in balance, and needs a big room 79x27x43 22 89 . 114
700 A  Model One exaggerates the Signature's rich and heavy midbass and lacks its velvet smoothness 35x25x27 28 85 » 82
1100 G  Luxury compact has a rather laid back and ‘heavy' sound, but coloration is low and stereo imaging very good 37x18x36 30 83 . 78
2384 G+ This classic electrostatic may not be punchy in the bass, but has strengths that some can't live without 92x66x27 34 84 e o 60
298 G Kyte drivers in compact floorstander give more bass but a shade less coherence; good for small rooms and budget systems 75x16.5x21 55 86 ° 122
405 G Very compact floorstander with integral stand has serious coherence and dynamics, but a measure of brightness and untidiness 84.5x20x30 30 86 e 110
198 G Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative, if a bit bright and short of grunt 31x19x20 50 87 e 114
176 A- Neatly presented small reflex design can sound engagingly communicative, but is flawed sonically and technically 38x19x23 80 88 e 68
220 G Balance is a bit warm and rich but 2a/2 has delightful mid-to-treble coherence and transparency, and more welly than Mk1 35.5x23x22 30 84 . 106
300 A+ Civilised but a trifle lazy, this large bookshelf model hasn't quite the timing or agility to be particularly engrossing 43x25.5x25.5 25 86 . 110
350 G Largish stand-mount is well built, measures well, good material value, but sounds a bit heavy and lacklustre 51x28x29.5 22 87 . 114
450 A+ A mixed bag, with plenty of scale and welly but lacking the subtlety, clarity and agility delivered by some  rivals 89x25.5x25 48 91 . 102
450 G Pricey LS3/5A-derived wall-mount sub-miniature is excitingly coherent if a bit lightweight; no real loudness capabilities 31x19x17 30 83 e 118
599 G- Classic BBC monitor sound sensitively updated — transparent and natural with fine stereo, but a touch ‘heavy’ in balance 63.5x30.5x30.5 36 87 . 66
880 G Latest variation on classic BBC-monitor theme looks old fashioned but has beautifully voiced, laid back sound 63x30.5x30.5 30 88 . 122
1895 G+ Provides an exceptionally impressive combination of transparency and delicacy with fine information retrieval and speed 47x27x40 20 82 . 86
173 A+ Cheerful, articulate and essentially communicative miniature can also sound a trifle scrappy and shut in; well worth trying 30.5x20.5x19 50 87 . 114
666 A+ Engaging and dramatic dynamics and fine transient coherence are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward balance 83x20x34 43 88 e . 118
299 A Real wood variation on the Swordsman theme looks and measures rather better than it sounds 38x20x28 27 84 . 98

Ruark Swordsman Plus

Audio besigns

'SPECIALISTS

26 High Street, East Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 3AS. ROTEL, SONY, J P.W.. THROENS, MARANTZ,
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CUTMORE S CANNON BALLST
LOOK FOR THE CANNON BALLS O SFIFCTED N
PRODUCTS FOR EXTRA SPFCH/
DISCOANTS THISMONTH

HERE BE THE
FIACES WHERE |
Y0 SWAFS Y0UR
DOHBLOONS™ FOR

NOBODY...
BUT NOBOVY.. OR TREASHRE

5”7 ” 0500 ygﬂ Z.? il ® " oy COWBIO0KS 0 PR
M yp p/ equ) f;im@?;,] [E@ @ l—“J PLASTIC'S ALL FINE

1UWATFORD 478 ST ALBANS ROAD (0923) 272736

2 LECESTER 9¢ GRANBY STREET (0533) 557578
3NOTTINGIAM 3 MANSFIELD ROAD (0602) 507003
£ CROYDON 369 LONDON ROAD 087 665 9342
50KFORD #1 ST CLEMENTS (0865) 247773

HOURS OF FIRACY




AV MEGABLASTER

TP RXVET0 - FULL FEA TURE ALY RECEIER
TPl CINEMASOAND SPRR PACAAGF

FAIRSONATAS (FRONT), PA/R IS (REAR),

SUHELOED MM (CATR), M A SUBWOOFFR

£ 57%.95 COMPLFTE

CAP N CATMORES CHARTER

NO-ONE CUTS DEEFER THAN CUTMORE SHIFMATES
IFYOU FIND A LOWER PRICE ON [DENTICAL §00DS I STOCK,
PIRATES WIIL BETTER THAT PRICE.

THE BOOTY WE STOCK BE BRAND SPANKING WEW I
FACTORY FRESH BOXES

IFIT'S EX-DISPIAY ETC THISIS CLEARLY STATED,

IF TISWOT RIGHT AS RAMK, CUTMORE UL SORT 1T
a7 PROPER

EVERYTHING WE SELL WE GHARANTEE FORAT EAST ONE
YEAR PARTIAND LABOUR

WESTOCKS THE BEST WHEN THE SIAGDON T SUIT, WESWAPS T QUADLY
IFYOU RETURN AN [TEM ASNEW WITH AL ACCESSORIES
ﬁ//ey¢ 06{(5403& P”f AND FACRAGING WE WILL §IADLY REPLACE IT WITHIN 7
DAYS OF PURCHASE PROVIDED WE STOCK THE

EMTO THETEST

/4

CONDIT70M 477 %
7L
ACCESORES At 11y ;;g gjf’f%’ ASTRACT 1005

7, s
/tf/rzo5’0ﬁ/ﬁzfﬂamfgffapz/%‘/df«ggr/;%,

REFLACEMENT.
CATMORE S CREW WANTS KA GHT BAT Y0UR

APPINESS
WE VALUE OUR CUSTOMERSAND GENHINELY WANT Y04 7O

BE SATISHED.

WE BE PIRATES, WOT SHARKS!

7
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age£27995  TECHNics 7 BACKBOXS 3,40 P65 £95 CElEsiag 2%
UVX600 £ 15 ~ .95 N
C 0£159 NTZ N,
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36995 920£8 DS807 .
GOODMANS T o3y 89.95 £22995 SAT200
71930 £99 QUAD £69.95
K£f104 OTEl ’ RM5 10
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315 EDGWARE ROAD

LONDON W2 1BN

MAIL ORDER 071-402-2441

* RING FOR THE BEST DEALS x

Opening soon

Edgware Road

Megastore
318 -324

COMPACT DISC
SL-PG340 ...

SL-PG440 .
SL-PG520 .
SL-PS620 ..
SL-PS740 ...
SL-PS840 .
SL-PS900 .

CASSETTE DECKS

SC-CH750 ...
MIDI-SYSTEMS
CD-X120 ...
CD-X320
CD-X520 ...
AMPUFIER
SU-A2000 ..
SU-A600
SU-A700
SU-ABOO

RS-DC10 (DCC)

RECEIVERS
SA-GX130D ...
SA-GX230D
SA-GX350
SA-GX550

Y
~—

CD PLAYERS
XC-300 ...
XC-750

XC-950 ............
CASSETTE DECKS
AD-F410 5
AD-FB10 .

NOW IN STOCK

MINI-SYSTEMS
Adagio G7

MINI-SYSTEMS
D-110 .. .

e

D-250 . a
D-70 (Award Winner)
AMPUFIERS
PMA-250 Il .
PMA-350 I .
PMA-450 ...
PMA-480R ..
PMA-880R

CD PLAYERS
DCD-1290 ...

Adagio S3
Adagio S4

§5558

g
@

UX-TY
MID-SYSTEMS
W-37CD 50
o 5 CASSETTE DECKS
W-7CD : 710 SRM-710
DRS-610
For In-Car, Moblle Phones,  ORS610

contact our TUNERS
TU-2600
TU-560L
TU-S80RDS

BE gBEsE

CAR HI-Fl CENTRE
287-289 EDGWARE ROAD
LONDON W2 1BE
TEL: 071-723 5891

| SPEAKERS |
RN IOTSINISI e stock AR, Bose, Cervin

Vega, Tannoy, Mission
TD-1686/AT-95E £269 s 4 '
TD-180/AT-91E £179 Jamo, Mordaunt Short,
D-280/AT-95€ - €229 Studio Power, Wharfedale

MAIL ORDER
(315 Edgware Rd. only)

Hi-Way have a fast, efficient and friendly mail order service. When placing an order
please give credit card details or send a cheque. Once an order has been placed our
daily Securicor Service will make sure it armives to you quickly and safely.

HI-WAY PRICE PROMIS

Hi-Way pnce promise. If prior to purchase you can find any of our products advertised
elsewhere cheaper (and in stock), and from an Authorised Dealer, we will beat the pnice
at the time of purchase

|

TCK-611S

MINI-SYSTEMS
MHC-2700 CD *“Special”
mHC«2BCO
MHC-510CD .
MHC-710CD ...
MHC-C50CD
MHC-C70CD

MIDUMINI SEPARATE

$5-J90AV
ssv77

COMPACT SYSTEMS
108CD .....o..oee .
109 CD

159 CD

259CD

359CD

559 CD

759CD

CD PLAYERS

Hi-FI SYSTEM
Dolby Suround -C.

SA-VA3 CDP-M201 ...
CDP-M301
MDP-650 (CDV)
MDP-850
CASSETTE DECKS
TC-FX211

TC-R311

TC-K411 |

AMPLIFIERS
TA-AV570

RRP £229
MIDI SYSTEMS
J10/10M
3-20/20M

MINI-SYSTEMS
N-33/33M
N-53/563M

N63T .

CD PLAYERS
PD-102 .

CASSETTE DECKS
KX-260

KX-360
KX650

588388 5888

TX-670
RECEIVERS
RX-360
RX-V470

HOME CINEMA/
AV PRODUCTS

DSP-A1000
DSP-A2070
DSP-A500

£479
£729
£999

Up to 5 years extended warranty is available on all Hi-Fi products including accidental damage.

MARBLE ARCH
-

WE ARE HERE
A 3130315 WE ARE DEALERS OF: AWA,
AKAI, AR, ALLISON,
AUDIOSOURSE, B&W,
BOSE, CERVIN VEGA,
L | DENON, DUAL, HITACHI,
TOKILBUEN | HARMON/KARDON, JAMO,
Wl Ve, JBL KENWOOD,

——"A40 (M40)

1530v4S ONINEV4 )
133418 HOHNHD

HI-WAY HI-FI LTD
313/315 EDGWARE ROAD
LONDON W2 1BN
TEL: 071-402 2441
FAX: 071-724 6101

HI-WAY HI-FI (WEST END) LTD
242 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD
LONDON W1 3AD
TEL: 071-636 5974

071-636 1752
FAX 071-323 4159

7l

MARYLEBONE ROAD ~——

MORDAUNT-SHORT,
MARANTZ, NAKAMICHI,
PANASONIC, PIONEER,
PHILIPS, ROTEL, SHARP,
SANSUI, SANYO, SONY,

TECHNICS, STUDIO POWER,
TEAC, TARGET,
WHARFEDALE & YAMAHA

S HOHNHO

THE BEST COMPACT COMPONENT SYSTEM
AND THAT'S OFFICIAL
f Eur

und Space Pr

CHURCH. D

KR-V6050

A/N Surround Receiver
e ——

KA-5050R

KA-7050R

CD PLAYERS KX-W8050 £235

DP-205 £155  TUNERS
£179  KT-1050L £109
£245  KT-2050L £135
£349  KT-3050L £185

KT-8050L .
Full range pf separates of Kenwood In stock

LEARANCE OFFERS

AMPLIFIERS WAS COMPACT DISC wAS
JVC AX-335 (65x2 £179 £209
A342 (65x2)  £169 £159

£199

£249 £169

JVC AX-A442 (75x2)  £199 £199

AVI/PROCESSORS CASSETTE DECLS

i £209 190
437 (70x2)  £259 109
p-2 £755 S5
SYSTEMS £1as
Akal MX-950CC £799
TUNERS
=
£599 S k)
£549 Cis0
599 SEPARATES
NS-Ca £119
£699 N £139
£599 £100
£369 80W)£139
MAIL ORDER: 071-402 2441

Please supply

| enclose cheque/PO for £
or debit Access/Visa/Amex Card No: =

Expirydate:
Name
Address - S
Postcode _Tel:

DEC 93
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Loudspeakers comtinued
“y %) "%y Yoy % %0 M
Ruark Templar 479 A+ Compact floorstander with striking baffle has decent bass/mid but dull treble; could tame over-bright system 73x19x27 25 85 e o 122
A Ruark Talisman 2 700 G Less ideologically committed than some compact floorstanding rivals, its key strength lies in fine all round compromise 86x25x31 30 86 e o 118
SD Acoustics Ribbon 2295 G+ Amplifier sensitive, Ribbon is a lively and loud hybrid marred by some colorations; some like it, others don't 152x30x(15-30) 30 91 . e 81
A 3D Acoustics SD1 1650 G+ A large scale, airy and unusually detailed system with excellent dynamics. A warmer balance than original model 123.5x38.2x32 50 90 e o 60
A 3D Acoustics SD3 399 G Port firmly blocked, the new SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, with good bass extension but low sensitivity 38x19.5x29 25 83 . 106
SD Acoustics SD4 699 G Tall slim floorstander has fine balance, good bass extension and lovely open midband transparency 100.5x20x30.5 25 85 e o 114
Sequence 30 200 A Radical slimline hang-it-on-the-wall design has performance comparable to a typical miniature, with reasonable overall balance 87x25x7 50 85 e e 114
Shahinian Arc 1062 G Unusual and occasionally wonderful small floorstanding omni; too bright but exceptionally coherent and revealing 69x35x25 24 85 e ¢ 110
Snell JilI 770 G Dated styling belied by fine sensitivity and bass extension, and a lively if slightly untidy and not quite coherent sound 58x33x25 30 89 . 118
A Spendor S20 535 G Maintains Spendor's tradition for peerless mid-to-treble coherence and perspectives. Bass is rather unconvincing. 38x22x26 25 83 . 102
Spica Angelus 1295 A Alittle bass shy and soft in the bass and lower mid, otherwise tidy, extremely lively and fluid, if uneven overall 116.8x63.3x26 50 86 e o 60
Spica TC50 599 G This triangular-profile ‘grown up’ miniature is a shade boxy and laid back but has good rhythmic and musical integrity 40.5x33x29 55 88 . 71
Spica TC50SE 799 G A heavily UK-modified TC50, the SE sounds less boxy and more spacious, but lacks some of the urgency of the standard model 40.5x33x29 55 88 . 71
A TDL Reference Monitor 1999 G+ Fine solidity and good accuracy, with great bass extension. Needs a big room and can sound a bit lazy and a shade tinkly 118.5x30x47 28 85 e o 66
TDL Studio 0.5 499 G Tiny floorstanding transmission line has good agility but doesn’t provide the coherence or even balance of Studio 1 55x20x30 40 85 . 94
A TOL Studio 1 699 G Genuinely extended bass from a compact enclosure, very detailed but a shade clinical and detached in presentation 76x23x33 25 84 e o 78
A T0L Studio 1M 899 G+ Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver: lovely transparency and fine bass extension 81x23x33 <20 84 e o 118
A Tannoy 607 MKIl 220 A  Large bookshelf, smart hexagonal box has fine bass for the price, but treble sounds rather shut in 50x32x24 25 88 . 122
A Tannoy Westminster 6000 G+ These awesome horn loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive, if only suited to a few pockets and rooms Huge 38 96 e e (ol
Technics SB-EX2 180 A  Nicely presented, well built and decent size enclosure sounds solid but somewhat dull 48x23.5x27 20 86 . 98
A Technics SB-RX50 650 A+ Asmooth and well balanced loudspeaker, its minor weakness being a mildly excessive low bass 48x30x26 40 86 . 46
A Thiel SCS 1069 G+ Luxury piano-gloss compact sets class-leading standards for coherence and communication, can sound a shade dark and shut in 40x22x23 45 87 . 114
Thiel CS1.2 1219 G Elegant compact floorstander has fine balance and dynamic range, but transient timing and dynamics are less convincing 94x27x27 30 86 e o 118
A Totem Model One 995 G Utterly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size 31x16.5x23 28 86 . 122
Vandersteen Model One 1395 G+ This compact American floorstander's elegant staggered baffle arrangement contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness 100x30.7x25.6 23 87 . e 86
Visonik David 6001 173 P Sharp styling but the complex grillework worsens a sound which starts off with too much top and not enough bottom 20x12x13 130 87 e 74
A Wharfedale 425 200 A+ Large bookshelf size 505 heir shows fine control and a conservative balance ideally suited to quality systems on a budget 40x27x26 45 87 . 118
A Wharfedale 515 260 @G Anupdate on the 505 theme, this is still more evenhanded, with better bass extension and smoother treble 40x25.5x30 28 85 . 106
Wharfedale 517 400 A Half as big again as the 515, should offer an improvement, but somehow has a less effective overall subjective balance 53x26.5x34 25 86 . 110
A A Wharfedale Delta 30.2 100 A Has a bigger main driver than many, and so packs a bit more welly and loudness. Coloration is rather obvious, but timing is good 38x22x17 48 88 e 98
A A Wharfedale CRS3 110 A+ Loads of fun — a remarkably coherent and lively performer at any price; pity it doesn't look prettier 38x22x18 50 88 e 122
Wharfedale Diamond V 130 A  This miniature is smoother than most, but rather stodgy with it, inspiring little enthusiasm among our listeners 27x18x20 5 86 e 114
A Yamaha NS 1000M 1200 G+ Living up to its monitor label, and tonally well suited to digital material, it's superbly crafted and capable of high levels 67.5x37.5x32.5 40 90 e 46
A 7yp A1 199 A+ Cute metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun, with surprising dynamics and fine wall-loaded room balance 225x145x13 30 85 e 110

Stack systems

tack systems is a generic title that we've
chosen to describe any form of complete
system package. Fundamentally what we're
talking about here is midi and mini systems, you
know those all singing all dancing, lights blazing
systems that hi-fi snobs are allergic to

Sold on the basis of their abilitiy to play virtually
all mediums at the flick of a remote control

switch stack systems offer a plethora of features,

and the dearer the system the more complex

Stack systems

they tend to become. With things like double
cassette decks, multi preset tuners, CD players
and graphic equalisers supplied as standard the
big boys of the stack world offer such luxuries as
Surround Sound, separate chassis for different
components and occasionally a record player.
They usually have a few line inputs for extra
sources and a few are available without loud
speakers. As the latter are often the weakest part
of a stack system buying good quality speakers

separately will bring worthwhile improvements
The section headings for stack systems include
size of the complete stack without speakers and
rated output per channel where a system has
more than two channels this is indicated in the
comments . Tuner presets and the existence of a
remote control are self explanatory. A blob in
loudspeakers shows that they supplied, an 0 indi
cates that they are optional. The final column is
for those of you with records to play.

3 3y
“e. o R
'2"1« %y, e, Yog, “t4 %
"0, '00"1/"0’8 ‘e, %"o Yng Yo
2
y Uy Yoy oy ey Yo My

£Price Comments

A Denon D110

870 G Nearly hi-fi from pretty but pricey silver stack; richer, fuller speakers would help
Separates flexibility and upgraeability in remote midi package; anodyne sound

Wondrous 2-speaker surround movie sound system, but a very uneven package elsewhere. Four by 20W output

Goodmans System 700 735 A
A J/CMX7G 799 A
Philips FW91 999 A+ Good looking and performing package rendered expensive by inclusion of DCC deck

A Pioneer N53M
A Technics SC-CH950

T0 GET THE FU

549 A+ Cheap, occasionally nasty but undeniably cheerful and entertaining if horrid speakers are discarded
[ ly nasty y 9

1000 A+ Classy if rather bland allrounder includes useful Dolby Pro-Logic AV capabilities

L PICTURE ORDER UP THE RELEVANT BACK ISSUE FROM THOSE NICE

37x27x33 40 30 e o 125
69x35x37 50 20 e o 125
42x28x28 20 40 . 125
37x26x32 60 30 e 125
36x26x28 30 24 . . 125
42x27x34 60 39 e . 125

PEOPLE AT DENNIS DIRECT. CALL RUTH OR MARGARET ON 0789 490215.

Hi-Fi Choice December 1993 163



ESSEX DISCOUNT

ESSEX DISCOUNT

ESSEX DISCOUNT

ESSEX DISCOUNT

ESSEX DISCOUNT e ESSEX DISCOUNT e ESSEX DISCOUNT

RING FOR A DEAL

Contact us for the very best prices on top names
Sony, Technics, Panasonic and Kenwood Hi-Fi

WE MUST
HAVE THE
CHANCE TO
BEAT ANY
OTHER DEAL

AMPLIFIERS

TECHNICS

SUVZ 220 NEW, 30 watts per ch.

SUVZ 320 NEW, 40 watts per ch.

SU A800K NEW, 40 watts per ch. MOS, Class AA

SU A700K NEW, 45 watts per ch. MOS. Class AA.
Remote

SU A800K NEW, 55 watts per ch. MOS, Class AA. Remote
SU A900K NEW, 80 watts per ch. MOS, Class AA. Remote
KENWOOD

KA 1030 65 watts per ch.

KA 3020 45 watts per ch. British sound

KA 3050R NEW, 45 watts per ch. Remote

KA 4020 60 watts per ch. British sound

KA 404DR 70 watts per ch. Remote

KA 5020 80 watts per ch.

KA 5050R 90 watts per ch. Remote. NEW

KA7050R 100 watts per ch. Remote. NEW

KAV 8500 HOME CINEMA “What Hi-Fi?” Award Winner
SONY

TAF 2118 30 watts per ch. NEW

TAF 242B 60 watts per ch. NEW

TAF 442F 80 watts per ch. UK sound. NEW

TAF 542F 90 watts per ch. UK sound. NEW

TAAV 5708 Dolby Pro-logic Home Cinema Amp. NEW

CD PLAYE

TECHNICS

SLXP 150, SLXP 330, SLXP 440, SLXP 550,
SLXPS 900, Portables

SLPG 340A Budget MASH Player

SLPG 440K NEW, Remote MASH Player
SLPG 620A NEW, MASH with digital output
SLPG 740K NEW, MASH digital servo
SLPG 940K NEW, advanced MASH
KENWOOD

DP 2050 NEW model with CCRS

DP 3050 NEW, 1 bit model

DP 5050 NEW, 1 bit model

DP 7050 NEW, 1 BIT Model

DPM 6650 NEW, multi play model
SONY

CDPM 201 Midi size. NEW

CDPM 301 Midi size, remote control. NEW
CDPC 325M Midi size, 5 disc multi-player
CDP 311 Full size, remote control. NEW
CDP 411 Full size, remote control. NEW
CDP 711E Full size, UK Sound. NEW

CDP 911E Full size, UK Sound. NEW

CDPX 303 ES Full size. UK Sound. NEW ES
CDPC 335 Full size, 5 disc multi-player. NEW
D33, D121, D220, D321

DT115 & D122CK portable players all in stock

CASSETTE DECKS

TECHNICS

RSBX 404K NEW Dolby B/C + HX Pro

RSBX 646K — NEW, 3 Head Deck with HX-PRO
RSBX 747K NEW, 3 Head Deck with HX-PRO
Class AA

RSTR 232 NEW, AR. twin deck

RSTR 333 NEW, A.R. twin deck with Bias adjustment
RSTR 515K NEW, twin deck with HX Pro
KENWOOD

KX 3050 Dolby B/C, power loading

KX 5050 Dolby B/C, 3 motor, power loading
KX 7030 Dolby B/C, HX Pro, 3 head, 3 motor
KXW 4050 NEW, twin deck, Dolby B + C

KXW 6050 NEW, twin deck — Double record
KXW 8050 NEW, twin deck with HX-Pro
SONY

Single decks

TCFX 211B Dolby B and C, NEW

TCK 311B With auto calibration. NEW

TCK 4118 3 head deck, auto monitor, NEW
TCK 511S 3 head deck with Dolby S. NEW

TCK 611S 3 head/3 motor deck with Dolby S. NEW
Double decks

TCW 4358 Dolby B+C + Hx-Pro. NEW

TCWR 5358 with record-reverse. NEW

TCWR 635S With Dolby S. NEW

SONY

SS 8SE UK design

SS 125E UK design

SAW-90 — Sub Woofer
WHARFEDALE

Diamond 5 — NEW

415 Performance

425 Performance

CRS-3, CRS-5, CRS-7, CRS-9 — New Range
2130 CS — Centre Speaker
MORDAUNT-SHORT

New series MS-10, MS-20, MS-30, MS-40, MS-50 now in
stock

CS-1+ SW1 — Home Entertainment Series in stock in
dialogue, stereo and Pro-logic packs
CANON

S-30

SC-10 — Centre Speaker

VSB-100 — Sub. Bass Corner Unit

VT-100 Corner units

TANNOY

803 Mk Il 120 watts power handling

805 Mk 1 150 watts power handling

607 Mk 1 175 watts power handling

609 Mk Ii 200 watts power handling

611 Mk Il 250 watts power handling

€13 Mk Il 250 watts power handling

615 Mk Il 300 watts power handling

HI-FI SYSTEMS

TECHNICS an systems in speakers and CD
CDX 520F 60 watts per ch. inc equaliser

CDX 320 50 watts per ch.

CDX 120 40 watts per ch.

SSCH 404 NEW Budget Minisystem

SCCH 550 NEW, budget minisystem

SCCH 650 NEW, 50 watts mini system

SCCH 655 NEW, MULTI-PLAY mini system

IN BUSINESS FOR 30 YRS

ssex Discount

CHELMSFORD, 2-3 West Square, High Chelmer; tel (0245) 490747
HARLOW, 57 Harvey Centre; tel (0279) 426155

LOUGHTON, |52 High Road; tel 081-508 4838
ROMFORD, 8-9 Swan Walk; tel (0708) 746600

ESSEX DISCOUNT e ESSEX DISCOUNT e

ENE

SCCH 750 NEW, 50 watts system with D.S.P.

SCCH 950 NEW, Pro-logic mini system

SHE 51 Equaliser for CDX 120 & CDX 320 systems
KEN All systems with CD & speakers &
remote control

M27 CDS — 40 watts per ch.

M47 G — NEW 45 watts per ch.

MS6 PX, 45 watts per ch.

M57 MG — NEW 45 watts per ch., Multiplay system
M?76 G, 60 watts per ch., inc. equaliser

M77 MG NEW 80 watts per ch., Multiplay system
M37 G NEW 85 watts per ch. Pro-logic system with
multiplay CD option

NEW KENWOOD i systems ail with muti-play
CD option

UD301/351 M, 25 watts per ch.

UD 501/551 M 32 watts per ch.

UD 701/751 M 32 watts per ch., — Dolby surround
UD 901/951 M 42 watts per ch., — Dolby Pro-logic
MS-A7 NEW Micro system

EXTRAS AVAILABLE

P 100 record deck for mini-hi-fi systems

CS-6 Centre speaker

CM 7ES Rear surround speakers, 70 watts

CM 5ES Rear surround speakers, 40 watts

SW900 Super woofer for midi systems

SW 700 Super woofer for mini systems

OMNI 7 Top Speaker

SONY au systems inc speakers & remote control
NEW systems in now in stock

Compact 109CD 25 watts per ch.

Compact 159CD 25 watts per ch., Multiplay
Compact 209CD 30 watts per ch.

Compact 259CD 30 watts per ch., Multiplay
Compact 359CD 50 watts per ch., Multiplay
Compact 559CD Separate components, Multiplay
Compact 759CD Dolby Pro-logic

SONY MINI Hl-Fl inc speakers & remote control
& CD

MHC 510CD, NEW, 25 watts per ch.

MHC — C 50 CD NEW MULTIPLAY SYSTEM

MHC 710CD, NEW, 40 watts per ch.

MHC — C 70 CD NEW MULTIPLAY SYSTEM

MHC 2800CD, NEW, 40 watts per ch.

MHC 3800CD, NEW, 50 watts per ch, with D.S.P.
MINI-DISC

MZ1 + MZ2 Portables in stock

MDS 101 For Mini Systems

AT RECORDERS

SONY

TC DD3 portable

TC DD7 NEW, Budget portabin
DTC 690 NEW, Full size deck

TUNERS

TECHNICS KENWOOD

ST 610 24 Presets KT 1050 NEW model

STG 60 Twin Tuner KT 2030 With Timer

ST GT550K with RDS KT 2050 NEW model

ST GT650K with RDS KT 3050 NEW model with R.D.S.
SONY KT 6050 Remote compatible

STS 2118 NEW, with 30 presets
STS 3118 NEW, with R.D.S. — EON
STS 505ES with R.D.S.

TECHNICS

SAGX 130K 60 watts, 30 presets

SAGX 230K 80 watts VCR input

SAGX 350K NEW Pro-logic

SAGX 550K — New Pro-logic

KENWOOD

KR-A4050 WITH R.D.S.

KRV 6050 NEW model with Dolby Pro-logic and R.D.S.
KRV 7050 NEW model with Dolby Pro-logic R.D.S. + D.S.P.

STRD 3118 — New
STRD 511B New Pro-logic model
STRD 6118 - New Pro-logic model

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT

MAIL ORDER

PHONE
0708 721854

ESSEX DISCOUNT
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THE DIRECTORY

tal displays; they are often preferred for sound
quality, and are certainly best for AM bands.
Digital tuners offer convenient automatic tune
facilities and pre-set memories.

The 'Presets’ column heading shows how
many different frequencies a tuner can memorise
for instant access. FM, LW and MW show which
wavebands it can access. 'Signal strength meters’
are useful for aerial alignment. 'Automatic tuning'
means that a tuner can seek out signals for you.

er cosmetically. However, the task they carry out
is far from simple, combining the skills of RF
(reception) and audio (signal processing) engi-
neering. The importance of the former will
depend on local reception conditions, but money
invested in a high quality outside aerial system is
well spent.

Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue
models tune gradually (and usually manually)
across the bands, and can have analogue or digi-

he radio medium operates at a much
I lower profile than TV, but in areas outside
pop music the BBC service is the envy of
the world. Live Prom concerts can rival all other
sources from a hi-fi perspective
Only the FM (VHF) bands give stereo hi-fi
sound, though AM (MW & LW) are useful for
certain transmissions in the UK.
Something of a hi-fi afterthought, tuners are
often selected merely to match a chosen amplifi-
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Tuners £

Product £Price Comments
Aiwa XT-003 120 A- Economically designed and built in the UK, but trade-offs have a marked influence on FM and AM sound quality. 30 e o . . . 93
A Adai AT-93L 280 G+ By AM standards presentable (good) while FM delivers the goods 20 e . . . . 65
Arcam Delta 280 350 G+ Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF performance only average, remote £60 extra 20 L] o= 9 e 120
A A pydiolab 8000T 700 VG Unusually combines fine sound quality and RF performance (inc AM); superb ergonomics are a joy to use 39 . e o . . e 120
Aura TU-50 300 G Tonally neutral, but with rather poor imaging and a certain woodenness to the sound 16 . ] 109
Creek T40S3 250 A Analogue tuner. Sample was hampered by an obvious bass ‘hump’, production units are said to be cured . . 93
A A Denon TU-260L 120 G+ Bare minimum of features. Careful designwork promises a surprisingly open and vivacious sound, so don't overlook it! 20 e . . . 93
A Denon TU-580RD 220 G Fine feature package including remote and RDS, plus excellent RF performance and decent sound quality 30 . . e o e 120
Harman Kardon TU9200 200 A The listening panel appreciated its liveliness, but found it a little muddled. 32 ° . . e 109
A Harman Kardon TU9400 270 G+ Striking in appearance and with a sound to match, it comfortably exceeded our expectations. On stereo FM it's HK's best yet. 24 . . e o . 93
Harman Kardon TU9600 380 G Good bass and detail, and good - perhaps slightly enhanced dynamics 24 . . . e 109
Kenwood KT-3050L 170 A Excellent RF performance and plenty of features including RDS, but did sound rather ordinary under our conditions 39 . . . . . e 120
A LinnKremiin 1779 E  Controversially good sound at a very high price. The reviewer's saving up but you should check it out for yourself 80 . CU e 120
A Magnum Dynalab FT101 795 G+ Although expensive for its fairly minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound makes up for what it lacks elsewhere . . . 72
A Marantz ST-40L 140 G Slow to tune but provides a meaty and dynamic sound on FM. AM too has a little extra bite to its performance 30 . . . ° . 93
Meridian 204 660 G Pleasant sounding with a fine finish but does not make the grade at this price 18 e . . 55
A Veridian 604 1350 VG Unique digital convertor makes most sense in Meridian system context; smooth sweet sound with fine front end 30 . e o e 120
A Naim NAT 01 1425 E  There may be better sounding tuners in the world, but we have yet to hear one . . 50
Nakamichi ST-7E 765 G+ Exceptionally good for weak-signal areas, and good all round 16 . . . . . 55
A QuadFm4 424 G+ Fine sound, excellent ease of use, good build and finish and a more than satisfactory technical performance 7 . . . 50
Quad 66 519 G+ Very pretty and compact but technically unadventurous. Smooth sound but only makes sense in Quad system context 19 . o o e 120
A Rotel RT-930AX 160 G- A competent rather than exciting performer, with low audible interference though slightly compressed and muddled sound. 20 . ) . e 108
A Rotel RT-950BX 200 G+ Fine fast and coherent sound quality for price, but RF performance only adequate and sample build was suspect 20 . . . . . e 120
Sherwood TX-3010C 120 A Lots of features and fine RF discrimination for price. Sound is communicative but inconsistently tacky 30 e . o o e 120
A Technics ST-G70L 200 G+ Another very polite and refined-sounding tuner but one that does retain just enough sparkle to keep your interest. Plenty of widgets 39 . . . . 93

Turntables - cartridges

give better performance but at much higher cost.
With CD now the dominant medium many
ampiifiers are no longer equipped with the neces-
sary phono input for a cartridge and a separate

artridges fall into two groups: high output
models, capable of working directly into
most amplifiers and categorised as having

subtle, but even basic high output MM designs

benefit in overall balance from optimised amplifi-
er capacitance loading. The mechanical character-
stic of cantilever compliance (‘springiness’) needs

a normal (N) output, and more expensive low
and very low output models (L, VL).
Stereotypically, low output cartridges use the
moving coil principle of operation, have better
mechanical integrity and tighter tolerances, and

to be considered in the light of the effective mass
of the tonearm, and to achieve a good match
compare the effective mass requirements figures
with the actual effective mass of specific arms.

phono stage is necessary. Valve designs need

either an extra head amp or transformer to cope

with the low output of moving coil cartridges
Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very

4,
%e
%
0,
e
Turntables - cartriol ", s
eX) Yy, (]
UIMIAmIes - cartnages o o M w4
Product £Price Comments
A A Acamcr? 30 A+ Asensible moving magnet package with good bounce at a competitive price 6-16 N . 48
AA pcam C77Mg 40 A Punchy sound quality with plenty of extra energy to liven things up. The solid body seems well worth the extra £10 4-8 N . 67
A Arcam E77Mg 60 A  Our sample had a disappointing stylus, but gave a coherent, rich and laid back sound, with good ‘scale’ 3-8 N . 48
A Acam P77Mg 73 A+ Preferred to its cheaper partner by virtue of a better tip. Channel balance could have been better 4-9 N . 48
A Audio Note 10 IV 1395 E  One of the best, giving ‘an extraordinarily relaxing midrange clarity’, needs a transformer 8-18 VL . 100
A Audio-Technica ART1 850 V@G This is a delicate and very fluid-sounding MC that tracks well, offers very low distortion and exceptionally good separation 9-18 L . 72
A Audio-Technica AT-420E 36 A Better suited to pop recordings, this MM bears some of the sonic hallmarks of the Linn K5 7-14 N . 67
A A ugio-Technica AT-95E 20 A Clear, dynamic if richly balanced, the magnetic '95E is a definite Best Buy 8-14 N . 48
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MAIL ORDER

Tel: 071 436 1053
Fax: 071 637 2690

Product List

AIWA

AKAI

AR
ALCHEMIST
ALPHASON
AUDIO ALCHEMY
AUDIOSTATIC
AURA

B&W

BEYER
BOSTON
CERWIN VEGA
CONRAD JOHNSON
GOLDRING
INFINITY
JAMO

JvC

KEF
KENWOOD
MIRCROMEGA
MORDAUNT-SHORT
MOTH
NAKAMICHI
ORIGIN LIVE
PHILIPS
PIONEER
PROCEED
PROJECT
ROTEL

RUARK

SANSUI

STAX

SME
SYSTEMDEK
TEAC
TECHNICS
THORENS
TOWNSHEND

Coming Soon:

Large range of
NTSC Laserdiscs
will be available
from November

KAMLA

TEAC
VRDS 7
D700/P700
NOW ON
DEMONSTRATION

We also stock a large
range of TV's/Video's
from

AKAI, HITACHI, JVC
MITSUBISHI, PANASONIC
PHILIPS, SAMSUNG
SHARP, TOSHIBA

MICROMEGA
T-DAC

T-DRIVE

the first front loading
transport from Micromega

SALE ON NEW AND EX-DEM HI-Fi

Audio Alchemy DDE V1.0

Motif (Conrad Johnson) MS2001 200 Watt Power Amp
Motif (Conrad Johnson) MP11 Phono Stage

Conrad Johnson MF200 200 Watt Power Amp
Oracle Alexandria inc. SME345 arm

Oracle Delphi lll

Alphason Sonata inc. HR100/Atlas

Teac D500 D/A Convertor
SD Acoustics SD1

SD Acoustics SD4
Nakamichi 1000mbi

UPTO 50% OFF

new
ex-dem
ex-dem
ex-dem
new

ex-dem
ex-dem
ex-dem
ex-dem
ex-dem
new

RRP
420.00
4000.00
2250.00
2400.00
1890.00
1595.00
1785.00
330.00
1650.00
700.00
4500.00

NOW
295.00
2400.00
1125.00
1800.00
945.00
950.00
1160.00
265.00
825.00
455.00
2295.00

ACCESSORIES FROM:

AKG, ALPHASON, AUDIOQUEST, AUDIOTECHNICA, BEYER, CABLETALK,
FOUNDATION, FURUKAWA, GOLDRING, IXOS, KONTAK, LYRA, LYNWOOD,
MONSTER, ORTOFON, QED, SENNHEISER, SONIC LINK, SOUND STYLE,
STRAIGHTWIRE, STANDS UNIQUE, SUMIKO, SUPRA, TOWNSHEND, XLO,

VAN DEN HUL

ASK Electronics Ltd.

248-250 Tottenham Court Road

London
WI1P 9AD

071 637 0353/0590

251 Tottenham Court Road
London W1P QAD

071 323 2747

Harp Electronics Ltd

237 Tottenham Court Road

London
WI1P 9AD
071 636 4611
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A Audio-Technica 0C-10 320 G+ Good treble and good detail too, but some congestion and coloration reduces its informativeness. 4-12 L . 103
A Audio-Technica 0C-5 130 G For the price, it's unusually effortless and detailed, but it tends to become rather relentless and tiring after a while. 5-14 L . 103
Audioquest AQ 404i-L 500 G+ Slight harshness detracted from the performance of this otherwise clear-sounding and detailed cartridge 8-16 L . 84
Audioguest AQ 7000 1295 G+ Stunning stereo imaging and good detail at low levels are spoiled by less-than-perfect tracking and high sensitivity to arms 6-20 L . 91
Denon DL103 100 A+ Good performance in bass and general ‘life’ is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle details 9-22 L . 103

A A Denon DLI10 70 G Firmly recommended as a fine all-rounder, this high-output MC model is likely to perform well in nearly all circumstances 6-16 N . 48
Denon DL160 90 G Although listeners just preferred the 110, its brother here proved a twin in lab tests and is still “thoroughly competent” 6-16 N . 43

A Denon DL304 200 VG Uncolored, detailed, neutral, superb tracking; top notch altogether, and a top notch bargain too 4-12 L . 103
A Dynavector 17D2 298 VG Clear, detailed, neutral and generally very informative - excellent 6-18 L . 91
A Dynavector DV10X IV 138 A+ Fine sounding and realistically priced, damping is recommended to ensure successful tracking ability 8-18 N . 48
Dynavector XX-1 698 G+ Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison with the low output version 718 N . 84

A Dynavector XX-1L 698 V@G Very clear, very detailed, no troubles with tracking; response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm 7-13 U . 84
Empire Benz Micro MC-Gold 150 G Nothing is obviously wrong, but nothing is stunningly right either. Safe, but perhaps a little too safe 7-17 L . 103

A Empire Benz Micro MC-Silver 150 G Ultimately not the peer of the MC Gold is more appropriate to the sort of equipment it's likely to be partnered with 8-18 N . 103
A Empire Benz-Micro MC-3 800 G+ Offers a warmer and very transparent account of the music. Its tracking prowess is slightly limited 5-12 L ° 72
Glanz GMC-10LX 80 A+ Bearing some of the hallmarks of the "10EH, the '10LX is still less competitive in the sonic stakes 7-15 L ] 67

A Glanz GMC-20E 129 G+ Very good tracking, smooth sound and good detail. Very slight surface noise enhancement 5-10 L . 91
A Goldring 1012 50 G Slightly harsh sound but plenty of life and quite good detail. Some very high frequency coloration apparent 6-12 N . 85
A Goldring 1022 70 G Aswith 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved, though, and it goes well with electric guitar! 5-11 N . 85
Goldring 1042 90 G Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022. Quite lively, though 7-12 N . 91

A Goldring Elan 20 A Alightweight and frisky-sounding MM that appears to be based upon the same body as the Nagaoka mm4 =19 N . 67
Goldring Elite 200 G The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound possesses a certain dirtiness 8-18 14 . 103
Goldring Eroica H 100 G- More confused and coloured than low-output LX, high output less of an issue these days 8-15 N . 84

A Goldring Eroica LX 100 G Not the most subtle cartridge in the world; can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative 8-14 L . 84
Goldring Excel 549 G  Errs on the warm and heavy side of neutral. Strong bass lines are its forte, but resolution of subtle treble details is weak 6-13 L . 72
Goldring Excel GS 600 G+ True high end quality in its lack of colorations, but tracking seems indifferent and high levels tend to sound rough and edgy. 9-20 L . 103
Kiseki Blackheart 1995 G Demonstrated refined poise and a delicate but at once potent security, however, the price did seem a little on the high side 6-16 L . 60
Kiseki Blue Goldspot 499 G+ Good bass and imaging, but hints of spit and coloration let the side down slightly 8-15 I . 84
Kiseki Lapis Lazuli 5000 G+ Combining very sensible design concepts at a silly price, combines the detail of the MC3000 and the fluidity of the Clearaudios 4-12 L . 60
Kiseki Purpleheart Sapphire 899 G+ Rare, beautiful to look at and sweet to listen to, our review of this high-flyer conjured up images of Japanese art 5-14 L . 48

A LinnK5 49 A+ Not as crisply focused as the costlier Linn magnetics, the K5 offers a smoother presentation 7-16 N . 67
AA LinnK9 98 G Linn threw this model into the leading pack by beefing up the Basik’s bodywork and adding a super stylus 6-15 N . Col
London Maroon 199 A+ Now manufactured under the London brand name this Decca cartridge is as iconoclastic as ever 9-20 N . 67
London Super Gold 339 A- Immediate and detailed, but very coloured, very nonlinear and questionable effect on records. Devotees swear by it 9-15 N . 84

A Militek Aurora 299 G+ An overall feeling of relaxed ease characterised this clear and atmospheric Kiseki-built cartridge 8-16 N . Col
A Nagaoka MP10 19 A High frequencies sounded “shut-in” with this spherical-stylus model, but mid and mass were energetic, bouncy and punchy 5-13 N . 48
A A Ortofon 510 30 G+ For the price, a good blend of virtues  weight, clarity and neutrality. 3-11 N . 85
A Ortofon 520 50 A+ Very sensitive to load capacitance this new Ortofon maintains the company tradition for a lively, effervescent SQ 7-16 N . 67
A Ortofon 530 80 G+ Veryclean and assured sound; transients not quite perfectly pure but plenty of detail. 4-11 N . 85
Ortofon 540 100 A  Graced with FGIl stylus but possessed of too high a compliance for broad arm matching. It could also sound a little unforgiving 3-8 N . 67

A A Ortofon MC10 Super 80 G “What a delightfully sweet-sounding cartridge this is . . ." we said 5-15 L . 48
A A Ortofon MC15 Super 100 G+ A good all-rounder, with outstanding performance in detail retrieval, even if it can be very slightly bright and close-up 10-24 L ® 103
A Ortofon MC3 Turbo 110 G Not terribly subtle, but it obviously doesn’t aim at that. The 3 Turbo is bright, cheerful and bouncy - take it as it comes! 10-24 N . 103
A Ortofon MC3000 Mkl 900 E Low levels of body resonance are a real ear-opener. Nothing to criticise elsewhere; one of the very best 9-16 VL . 84
Ortofon MC5000 1500 G Review sample could not be fully run-in, limited tracking ability, bright and forward sound, though imaging is excellent 12-20 VL . 91

A Ortofon Quartz 140 G Lively, quite detailed, and a touch bright, the Quartz has many qualities of the much dearer Quasar 3-12 L . 91
A Ortofon Quasar 350 G+ Many of the qualities of the MC3000, although a touch bright. Good detail and delicacy 8-15 L . 84
Ortofon Quattro 210 G+ Undoubtedly a competent performer. Generally neutral, but can be edgy and bright in loud passages 6-18 L . 103
Rega Bias 34 A+ ODifficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow build, the bias offers a gentile, refined SQ 4-10 N . 67

A RegaElys 74 G Clearly superior to the Bias, despite their common heritage, the Elys is both more detailed, accurate and musically convincing 8-15 N . 67
A A Revolver 20 A This modified AT-95E enjoys a very lively mid and treble even if the bass is somewhat ‘slower’ in comparison. A firm budget buy 8-16 N U 67
A Roksan Corus Black 130 G Recognisably related to Corus Blue, but distinctly more civilised and smoother. 7-12 N Q) 91
Roksan Corus Blue 75 G Roksan-specified modified Goldring 1012; slight harshness detracts from otherwise good sound. 7-12 N . 91

A Shure ME97HE 55 A+ Itwon'tturn a sow's ear of a turntable into a silk purse, but will at least keep going and produce an acceptable result 8-20 N . 48
Shure V15 VMR 220 A+ |Initial listening gave promising results, but extended familiarity gave the feeling of a lack of energy and a “shut-in" sound 5-12 N . 38

van den Hul Grasshopper IGLA 3200 E  Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse 6-10 L e 122

A van den Hul MC One 975 G+ This extended all the positive qualities of the 10 but added greater authority and scale worth it for the extra money 6-12 L . 60
van den Hul MC One Super 1100 G+ Slight softening on transients was the only real flaw, but it didn’t quite seem to have that special touch one expects 8-15 L . 84

A van den Hul MC Two 1300 G+ Connected directly to any standard MM input it rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing portrayal 6-13 N . 72
A van den Hul MC10 775 G+ A neutral balanced performer giving transparent midrange, fine depth and focus with firm extended bass. Gosh! 5-10 L . 60
A van den Hul MM1 275 G+ If woody midrange coloration could be tamed, the excellent imaging and admirable security would make it excellent 7-15 L C 103
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[ AMPLIFIERS | [ TUNERS j
AUDIO INNOVATIONS AURA
Series300......... X ...£497.00 TUSO s s s smimsns sem sawonss £299.90
Series 500 ...... ...£999.00 DENON
Series 200 PRE..... ..£349.00 TU260L £119.90
Series 200 POW....... £499.00 TU560L B BB £159.90
AURA TUSBORD. i vvaswvsisseva .. £219.90
VAS0 . ..o £249.90 HARMAN KARDON
£299.90 TU9200. sarinis s s S R £219.90
£349.90 TU9400 £299 90
TU9600....... i .£499.90
....£179.90 MARANTZ
C70 PRE. ..£249.90 200 £119.90
P70 POW £249.90 .. £169.90
DENON
PMA250I11 £189.90 ST-2. i £399.90
PMA350II .. ...£219.90 ST-7 wi s s sasiswanimns s L799.90
PMA450.. ...£249.90 PIONEER
PMA480r. .. .£219.90 F202 s .. £129.90
AVC3020 ..£479.90 £179.90
ACC2020 £729.90 £199.90
AVC3530 S ssmnmniabhi s i - £999.90 £229.90
HARMAN KARDON £649.90
HKB150 g, yisimiinsinn s siniosss ave £199.90
HK6250 £279.90 RT7930AX, ssmmasinns simmwcesmwnersn 5 £159.90
HK63501R ...£399.90 RT950BX £199 90
HKB6550. .. .£429.90 RTCO50AX ; wsnswamasns susmmmnsnn s £419.90
HK1200 .. ..£279.90 SONY
AVR30 £999.99 STS211 LB ... £129.90
KENWOOD STS 311 LB £19990
KA1030 ... £129.90 STS505ES ..£249.90
KA3020 £159.90 TECHNICS
KA30502................. ...£199.90 ST610LK ...........ooeen..... £129.90
KA4020 .. .£199.90 STG630RDS ...... ....159.90
KA40400. .£249.90 STG550 ...... ..£189.90
KA50500... ..£349.90 STG650 .. ..£229.90
MARANTZ STG70............. £249.90
PMB32SE sixs soaiz sacwasssssivnn. simssissnn - £119.90 YAMAHA
PM40SE £149.90 TX350L............ £129.90
PMA4SE wsanin ssmmmaseas suassssica s £199.90 £159.90
£449.90
[ CASSETTE DECKS |
...£22990
AIMII .. ..£299.90 ADFA10 s susossimansas wesiss. . o £119.90
NAKAMICHI ADF810 £229.90
(V2% [p— ...£749.90 XK57000 . sawssnme v e. ... £949.90
1A2 s s TR .£599.90 ADWXB28 giviisis ik 6isss a5 pisns £199.90
IA3 ... B £349.90 ADWX929 £22990
NVA DENON
AP20.. £290.00 DEMS10........................ £159.90
AP35.. .£430.00 DRS610 ..... £ ... £199.90
PIONEER DRS710 ..o £259.90
A300X £229.90 DRS810 £290.90
A400 £279.90 DRW650. ... .. . £199.90
...£299.90 DRW760........ . £249.90
.£349.90 KENWOOD
..£499.90 KX3050....... ... £159.90
ROTEL KX5050. ............ cee....£22990
[27:R: 12079 QENER—————— £147.90 KXWA050 ‘vz suswiwiarsiis s s £169.90
RBAGBOAX rasigtomisin eavismi oo vt ssveins £169.90 KXW6050 .. .. ....£189.90
RA935BX £199.90 KXW8050 ... .. £249.90
RA9A0BX iosivs s wisivis sioss st o .£249.90 NAKAMICHI
RA960BX .........................299.90 DR1....... ... £849.90
RA980BX .. ..£399.90 DR2} sz e N . £599.90
RC960BX .. £165.00 DR3 £399.90
RB960BX . Bre .£210.00 RX202 .. . £599.90
RC980BX ............cooiiel.....£325.00 PIONEER
RBOBOBX uwviniv ssvsissiscasssiar e amwzas . £425.00 CTS220 .. ...£169.90
SONY CTS420 .. £249.90
TAF211B. ssns swecn ceeee...£149.90 CTS620 x . £329.90
TAF242B.. ... £179.90 CT95 ........ £999.90
TAF442B.cusisinn smmesnasinse s ss £249.90 CTW420R . co... £199.90
TAF542B £29990 CTWBE20R ........ ..., £249.90
TAAV570B £399.90 CTW820R .. £299.90
TECHNICS ROTEL
SUVZ220 i.. s sism sssspcsimssins s .£109.90 RD955BX. . £199.90
SUVZ320 iwss ssies ..£134.90 RD965BX. . .. .. £24990
SUA600 £19990 SONY
SUA700.. ..£249.90 TCFX211 . B .£99.90
SUAB800.. ...£329.90 TXK3T i v s e siamirs £149.90
SUA900. . SR .£399.90 TCK411 ....£199.90
SUVX920 ... £394.90 TCK511 .. £279.90
SUVX800 ......... ..£359.90 TCK611 £299.90
YAMAHA TCWA435. ..o 169.90
AX350.. ..£11490 TCWAS535 ..£199.90
AX470...... £239.90 TCW6355 £279.90
AX570.. .£289.90 TECHNICS
DSPAS500 £469.90 RSBX404 .£179.90
DSPA1000 .£899.90 RSBX646 ... £229.90
DSPA2070 £1099.90 RSBX727. .. £244.90
DSPE200 £369.90 RSBX747 ... £299.90
DSPE1000 ....£669.90 RSTR232 ... £169.90
RST0333 .£189.90
N RSTR515. ...£269.90
FREE DELIVERY RSTR777 ..£299.90

THROUGHOUT UK
MAINLAND

ABOVE £250.00

Est? 1976

RSTR979 ........... ..£359.90
YAMAHA

KX2O0: e R itnss S meh - .£159.90
KX360 £199.90
KX650. ¢35 s 5 S £259.90
KXW262 ............. ...£199.90
KXW362 sz ssaas g ...£249.90
KXW952 .........................£499.90
[ TURNTABLES |
ALPHASON

Solo.... ..£439.90
Sonata . ..£759.90
ARISTON

QDeckPro ............. ..£209.90
TECHNICS

SLBD20............... I £129.70
SLBD22. isaswusimsicy seasi s 5 . £149.90
SLDD33.. £159.90

SLRD33...... £199.90
SL1210MII ..£399.90
THORENS
TD180. ...£179.90
TD166 VI ..£264.90

£299.90
TD520. ici e scemnsinmiosn s sssmvsmss £899.90
TD280 £22990
[ CDPLAYERS |
AIWA
XCSE00 “veu sewsssmnivn way anarscis £149.90
XC750 £199.90
XC950 £249.90
XC700 £179.90
DENON
DCD595. . .cvivniiiieecviniann £179.90
DCDB890. . usinss wmamwwmacssma s £269.90
DCD1290 £329.90
HARMAN KARDON
HD7400Il £199.90
HD7450.... . §
HD750011 £259.90
HD7525 £449.90
TL8500 ..o £499.90
KENWOOD
DP2050.... £159.90
DP3050.... ..£199.90
DP5050 £249.90
DP7050 £329.90
DPMGE65 0%z o smsmana s s £259.90
MARANTZ
CD42ll £199.90
CD52Il . ..£229.90
CD52IISE £299.90
CDh72.... ....£449.90
CD72SE. ....£549.90
CD10.... . £1099.90
NAKAMICHI

£379.90

..£649.90

£229.90
PDS702..............oiiiil.....£299.90
PDS802. £349.90

PDM602 .£269.90

20 7 ARP— .. £1099.90
PD95. w sy v sowasuasgs v s £2499.90
ROTEL

RCD945AX ...£229.90
RCD955AX ................ .£279.90
RCD965BX £299.90
RCD965BXD............ ...£349.90
RCD965LE....... .£379.90
RCD965BXLED £399.90
SONY

CDP397...........oo. .£149.90
CDP311 £169.90
COP411 ... £199.90
CDP335. caams wase vasians £229.90
CDP711. £249.90
CDP911... £299.90
CDPX306ES i sumywanss v ..£549.90
TECHNICS

SLPGB320 = sis ssssmswnis s s . £119.90
SLPG420 ..... . .£139.90
SLPG520 £159.90
SLPG620 £179.90
SLPS700 ..£219.90
SLPS740 £249.90
SLPS840. .. ..£419.90
TEAC

VRDS10 £769.90
VRDS20 ... £1499.90
CDP3500 ....£199.90
CDP4500 s 5=£27.9.90

HOME CINEMA DOLBY PRO-
LOGIC EQUIPMENT IN STOCK
eg: Kenwood, Yamaha,
Denon, Harman Kardon,
Marantz etc

Mail order; simply send your
cheque together with your
name and address, or phone
your access or visa number.

350 EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 1EA
Tel: 071-402 2100 Fax: 071-724 7750

YAMAHA

CDX460 £149.90
CDX560 .. ....£159.90
CDX660 ... .. £199.90

CDX860 £239.90
| LOUDSPEAKERS |
ACOUSTIC ENERGY
AEB| o sz supsisassism wan wsrse £763.75
B+W
£119.90
£119.90
DM600 £179.90
DM610 £239.90
DM620. . .. £399.40
Solid....... ..£229.90
SolidTeam. . .£129.90

~..£1200.00

£229.90
.. £379.90
£599.90

£179.90
£269.90
£799.90

6 £184.90
CERWIN VEGA

AT20 .. £199.90
V88 snssusision o ..£249.90
VS10 suinss ..£349.40
VS12 ... .. £54990
DC10..... .. £54990
DC12 . sivmss wiws wwrsssmmsmarsians sws wosrsiasess £649.90
HARMAN KARDON
LS0200 ....... 5 v spa e £149.90
LSO300 :asius iomommmuss s soms .£199.90
LSO500 £299.90
HEYBROOK

..£119.90

Solo .. £169.90
HB1M3 . £249.90
INFINITY

Ref 10 cosmumis s £179.90
Ref 20 :cowomin wins . £229.90
Ref30..... piE .. £329.90
Refd0............ .. £429.90
Ref50........ .. £549.90
Ref60......... .. £749.90
Infinitesimal £329.90
JPW

MINIM i siss s asve aus s o . .£79.90
Sonata £114.90
AP2. £179.90
AP3 £224.90
KEF

K120.. e £169.90
K140............ .. £239.90

[\ Q{0 — .£32990
£199.90
... £349.90
... £499.90
....£419.90
....£569.90
....£739.90

.. £249.90
£349.90

MISSION
760i £12990

760isc £149 90
762I. .cenu ¢ e w e £249.90
764 cusmnmuasa oo vmmsmscns wos sz £479.90
780 ssnvavey s sprameis ....£19990
781 i £249.90
MONITOR AUDIO

.£189.90
£249.90
... £289.90
... £469.90
.. £69990

£229.90
£299.90
£399.90

.. £499.90
.. £769.90

.£129.90
£169.90

... £189.90
.. £259.90
£399.90
£599.90
£749.90

Demonstration facilities
available. Goods will be
despatched within 48
hours subject to
availability. All goods are
brand new and fully
guaranteed.




Turntables - integrated

£Price

Turntables and tonearms

pecialist turntables are what high fidelity

sound is all about, CD may offer silent back-

rounds and flat frequency responses but
they can't match the dynamics and superlative
timing that serious turntable users take for grant-
ed. Tumtables at the cheaper end of the market
(sub-£350) tend to be supplied with matching
tonearm, and often include a ‘starter’ cartridge.
Still better quality is found at higher prices

THE DIRECTORY

amongst the separate motor units and tonearms.
Careful partnering and set-up is essential for these
components, but ‘sympathetic’ combinations
exist.

The columns show from left to right, ‘arm
effective mass' which relates to cartridge compli-
ance and is explained in the ‘Cartridges’ introduc-
tion. 'Suspended suchassis’ - decks which have
some form of internal isolation, generally in the

form of springsbut occasionally more solid materi-
als such as rubber. 'Manual" and ‘Automatic’ refer
to the operational tendencies of the deck/arm
combination - automatic high end turntables are
as rare as hens teeth. ‘Cartridge’ - if one is sup-
plied. 'Belt drive’ as opposed to direct drive is the
preferred method in most quality decks. An
‘Electronic PSU' offers switchable speed change
and a ‘smoother’ power supply, and better sound

Yy, Y,
& 090
%C‘r %y %
/p%) % Y o & o%o~ 4
s, %9‘,476 Oy, 5, Pap,, o, Ve

i D, %y O
&(9/ s %6’/ % %e e S 4'0.

A Alphason Sonata/HR100S MCS 1785
A Dual CS-503-2 160
A Dual CS-505-4 200
A Dual CS430 120
A Kuzma Stabi/Stogi Reference 2000
Linn Axis/Akito 535

A Linn Basik 299
A Linn LP12 Basik/Akito 904
A Linn LP12-Lingo/Ekos 2642
A A Rega Planar 2 185
A A Rega Planar 3 250
A Revolver Rebel 185
A Roksan Radius/Tabriz zi 740
Roksan Xerxes 33/Tabriz zi 990

A Roksan Xerxes/Artemiz/Artaxerxes 2114

A Systemdek 1.920 235
A A Technics SL-DD33 150
A Technics SL-QD33 180
A Thorens TD-3001/TP90SF 760
A A Thorens TD166 VI/UK/RB250 280
Thorens TD2001 650
A Voyd Reference 5950
A Well Tempered WTAT 1690
)
Motor units
Product £Price
A Michell Gyrodec 697
A Michell Syncro 325
Origin Live Oasis A 495
A Pink Triangle Anniversary 1495
A Pink Triangle Export 890
A Pink Triangle Little Pink Thing 500
Revolver 200
A A Systemdek I1X/900 230
A Systemdek IIXE/900AP 388
A Voyd 0.5 3368
Tonearms
Product £Price
A Airtangent 1B 3000

A Alphason HR100S 490
A A Moth arm 95

A A Rega RB300 139
A Roksan Tabriz 190
A SME 309 568
A SME Series IV 828
A SME Series V 1232

G+ Good sound in all areas - bass, clarity and neutrality all in the top class and bettered by very few decks at price 13 . . . . 79
A Notwholly inspiring; generally coarse and wooly sound is at least not offensive, but easily bettered by the CS505-4 10 . . . 91
A Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. It is slightly lacking in balls, compensates with a consistently unmuddled presentation 10 e . . 103
A- Ragged, sometimes unpleasant cartridge mixes with @ modest pleasing player in a very sharply priced package 5 . e o 67
G+ Beautifully made solid oak plinth, the Stabi also sounds very clear, detailed and extended. Stogi Reference is very capable 12 ° . . 91
A+ Aneat, attractive and well-made package which delivers a rather harsh sound with a ‘one-note’ effect in the bass 10 o o . ° 79
A+ Strong midband analysis and imagery, clean if sharp treble is matched to a good if occasionally wooden bass 10 . . . 103
G Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc. still in top class, and bass tauter than of old 10 . . ° 103
G+ The classic reference is improved by the Lingo but charming character remains. Ekos is well made and suited to many decks 9 e . . . 91
G Aremarkable product at the price, surprisingly articulate and confident 1.5 . . 48
G Along time leader in its category, the '3 (with excellent RB300 arm) sounded nicely ‘musical’ in a balanced and coherent manner 1.5 . . 48
G- Quite lively and detailed but not the strongest on subtlety, with slightly lumpy bass. Motor breakthrough audible 12 . . . 91
G Design is subtle, refined and easy on the eye. Musically it offers exceptional performance with a minimum of fuss 9 . . 103
G Atits optimum with a relatively inexpensive arm/cartridge unless upgrade to full Xerxes is contemplated. XPSIl PSU 9 . . e 103
E  Superb, highly integrated and synergistic in nature, suitable for use with any good MC. Will not suit all tastes, however 8 . ° e 103
A- The motor unit is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Up tempo even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm 12 o . 115
A As with the QD33 though better value. P-mount cartridge 75 ° . 48
A Quartz controlled version of the DD is short on sound quality but not features. But it did have fair focus and some depth 749 . . . 48
G Excellent middle ranking esoterica, with strong all round abilities rather than excellence in particular areas . ° . e 103
A- Refined and articulate sound with well focused imagery, suitable for use with good MM and budget MC cartridges ZoN = ) . 103
G- Similar to TD320 but much dearer - why? Sound is comfortable but not very detailed 15 . . . 91
E Voyd's flagship, equipped with three substantial motors, a Lexan platter and brute PS. A strong contender for world's best o . . e (91
G+ Intriguing/challenging design. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards 7.5 . . 67
J‘%
40000' P
so:roé Jb/‘ v /eo,}o
(%3 . ,0'0//" G/,o;“ ,"&‘,o “‘J'%
s K 3 % %
Comments
G Sweet and natural sounding player, well suited to Rega RB300. Aesthetics, and the acres of clear acrylic are very distinctive . . . 55
G Ahappy blend of qualities endows the stylish Syncro with a blend of subtlety and force - the mailed fist in the velvet glove . ° 67
G- Rather coarse sound lacking resolving power - but lively sound may appeal. Industrial appearance . ° 79
E  Possibly the most detailed, clear and neutral deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny ] . . 91
E The PT TOO with builtin PS. Retains features of great transparency and neutrality. Review sample had highish motor noise . . . 91
G+ Semi suspended, leads the field for clarity and neutrality at the price. It also looks good. Excellent value . 79
A Nicely balanced, but unimpressive timing and lightweight bass made this deck rather average for the price . . 48
G Ahigh performance budget turntable which is particularly strong at fine detail resolution and imagery . . 103
G+ The acrylic platter'd IIXE is one of the most capable budget decks on the market, good resolution, dynamics and timing . . . 103
E Halfway between standard and Reference Voyds with the latter’s platter and bearing. Superb finish, colourful and dynamic sound . . . 72
& Y.
%0’@8 "{94’ S0y %'sl/e/
Tos, Yy, %, T, v
o o o A
Comments

E  Acomplex but superbly built arm for high quality systems, giving excellent stereo and resolution 7.5 . . 60
VG S-shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transients with fine attack 10 . . C86
G+ The ultimate budget arm? Refined, detailed, sweet and natural 12 . 60
VG Despite its modest price it sets exceptional performance standards and could be used on many high end turntables 1.5 . 60
G+ Targetted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arms in many cases - a trifle bright 9 . . 91
VG Beautifully made and finished, fully adjustable, a highly neutral performer 10 . . 79
VG Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low colouration 10.5 . . 60
E  Excellentin all respects, this arm arguably sets the standard for pivoted arms regardless of price 10.5 . . 60
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AD Rack
Say good-bye to those lost CD
blues with the smart CD rack. No
more lost disc disasters!

Available as single units at the
2 very affordable price of £1.25 each
R order four and we will give you
e more completely FREE. All

Magic record rejuvenating fluid.
Order Ref: JEI3A £11.95

The Purifier

A ferrite cable clamp designed to
reduce RF induced noise in audio,
video and computer systems. The
clamps will accept single or
multiple cables of up to half an inch
in diameter and can be used on
both signal and mains cables. Can
be particularly beneficial for digital
interconnects.
Order Ref:
per pair

vay free on the November issue
Hi-Fi Choice).

JE36A
JEI4A £16.90

Nagaoka Anti-Static Record
Sleeves No 102
| Packs of 50 plastic record sleeves

A\ NS

Don't let those cold east winds chill you to the bone this winter. Kit
yourself out with the Hi-Fi Choice sweatshirt. Discreetly sporting the
Hi-Fi Choice logo in white and red on navy blue, this accessory is
sure to complement any outfit.

So not only will you look good but you'll be as warm as toast while
you listen to all your favourite recordings. It also gives added
credibility and negotiating sway when buying new hi-fi components.
Forjust £15 it's available in large and extra large.

Order ref: JE22A

gyl ol s N

scialist label recordings. And for this month only, a selection of & 7
Christmas’ as well as the ‘Hi-Fi Choice Top Ten'
We will try our best to get orders out to you in time to be wrapped.

that can be used on their own
or inserted into an
existing card or paper
sleeve. The sleeves keep
records dust free and
eliminate static.

Order Ref: JEISA
£6.99

Gold Plated 4mm
Banana Plugs

Top quality solderless gold
plated banana plugs for

use with speaker cables. |
2

Simply push the speaker @Z‘/
e EESERS

cable into the body of the
plug and tighten for a
perfect connection.

This Furukawa plug
accepts cables up to
4mm in diameter.

Sold in packs of four.
Order Ref:  JE24A
£7.95

Audio Technica CD Lens

| Cleaner AT-6078

The focusing assembly for the laser
head of a CD player is a very
delicate affair and yet it requires
cleaning from time to time to give
of its best. Rather than fumbling
about with cotton buds, we would
suggest you employ an Audio
Technica AT-6078 CD lens
cleaner.

This is a standard size disc with a
set of eight tiny brushes set into it.
To clean your laser, just apply a
drop of cleaning fluid on to one of
the brushes, place the cleaning disc

G
SorLpri™

Mage s enat A

GOILDRING
MW agee

RECOR
REJUVENATING FLUID

in to your player and press play.
Ten seconds later, a clean laser
assembly and a cleaner sound from
your compact discs.
Order Ref: JE21A £16.95
CD Jewel Case (Five Pack)
Everyone has them, now replace
broken CD jewel cases and ensure
your discs are properly protected.
Order Ref:  JE33A £5.00

Disc Cleaning and
maintenance
This month's special offer
In order to intoduce
vinyl users to a
meaningful protection
and maintenance
system, we have
negotiated a special
price on a full size
@> bottle of SF-100 and
L SF-200 (SC012)
complete with
t applicators for just
b £38.50.
¢ Trial Pack, SF-100 And
200 (Full Size)

S\ Order Ref: JE3IA
\ £38.50



NEW RELEASES/IMPORTS
|

Symphonic Dances and Vocalise
Donald Johanos and the Dallas wind
Symphony Orchestra. This LP is still the
standard by which others are judged. It's a
‘must buy’ for all serious audiophiles and
music lovers. (Limited edition analogue)
Unavailable on CD

Order Ref: ALSW-1000ILP

£23.99

Music for Violin and guitar

Giuliani: Sonata in A Major Op85. Paganini:
Cantabile. Chaminade/Kreisler: Serenade
Espagnole..and more. Includes the World
Premiere recording of David Leistner's
neo-classical masterpiece, Sonata for Violin
and Guitar. Musically and sonically this is
one of the finest recordings of violin and
guitar ever produced. Unavailable on LP
ORDER REF: ALSS-10006CD
£13.99

Cohler on Clarinet

This disc includes the World Premiere
recording of contemporary American
composer Simon Sargon's Deep Ellum
Nights, as well as Cohler's distinctive new
interpretations of the Sonata in F Minor,
Op120 Nol by Johannes Brahms.
“Commandingly played... in total
command of every demonstrative and ~
virtuosic gesture..."” Performance, 5 stars
Sound, 5 stars (Top rating) BBC Music
Magazine. Unavailable on LP

Order Ref: ONG-001CD £13.99

REFERENCE RECORDINGS

BETTER THAN DREAMS: JOHN
SHARP

This is John Sharp's debut album. You may
recall he featured on |im Brock's Tropic
Affair album (RR-03 I'), which has proved
to be one of RR's best selling titles.

With support from some of the same
cool Southermn jazzmen, and production by
the ‘Brockmeister’ himself, Sharp defines
his own distinctive musical voice with
Better Than Dreams.

Order Ref: RR-054CD £13.99
Order Ref: RR-054LP £16.99
Also available: RRO3 |

Order Ref: RR-031CD £13.99
Order Ref: RR-03ILP £16.99

SHEFFIELD LAB

MARGIE GIBSON: SAY IT WITH
MUSIC

Songs of Irving Berlin with Lincoln Mayorga
at the piano. Puttin’ on the Ritz. - Soft
Lights and Sweet Music.-How Deep is the
Ocean-- Let's Face the Music and Dance
and many more great standards beautifully
sung by Margie Gibson with all the typical
Sheffield Lab live to two track qualities.
Order Ref: CD-038 £17.49

SHICERINCISCOICHDRRY ARTISTS
RALPH MOOFREE, DIRECTOR

QSrar of OV 0

A BROF. JOMNSON DIGITAL MASTER RECORDING

()

KLAVIER

PIPE ORGAN OF THE MORMON
TABERNACLE (SALT LAKE CITY)
— CLAY CHRISTIANSEN,
ORGANIST.

The Music of Louis Vierne, Eimore, Saint
Saens, Kabalevsky, Mendelssohn, Grieg,
Macfarlane, Bach, Hebble, and Reubke.
Order Ref: KCD-11044 £13.99

COLLECTORS VINYL

REFERENCE MASTERCUTS.
DELUX, NUMBERED LIMITED
EDITION HQI180 LPs.

RAVEL: MINNISOTA ORCHES-
TRA/STANISLAW
SKROWACZEWSKI.

Bolero, Le Tombeau, Pavane, Une Barque
Sur L'Ocean

Order Ref: RM-100ILP  £29.99

RACHMANINOYV: LEONARD
SLATKIN/SAINT LOUIS SYM-
PHONY ORCHESTRA.
Symphony Number 2 in E Minor.
Order Ref: RM-1002LP £29.99

GERSHWIN: LEONARDSLATKIN/
SAINT LOUIS SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA, JEFFREY SEIGLE,
PIANO.

Rhapsody in Blue. Second Rhapsody. | Got
Rhythm. Variations.
Order Ref:
£29.99

RM-1003LP

RAVEL: MICCESOTA ORCHES-
TRA/STANISLAW
SKROWACZEWSKO. Mother Goose
(complete). Valses nobles sentimentals.
Order Ref: RM-1004LP

£29.99

GERSHWIN: LEONARD SLATKIN/
SAINT LOUIS SYMPHONY

ORCHESTRA.

An American in Paris. Promendada. Cat
Fish Row.

Order Ref: RM-1005LP
£29.99

THE 1993 CHOICE TOP TEN

TESTAMENT: THE TURTLE
CREEK CHORAL.

Using the new HDCD process, this was
probably the best recordingmade during
1993. It contains an inspiring collection of
Americana, with texts by Thomas
Jefferson, Walt Whitman and Robert Frost,

A

ARTURO
DELMONI
;;l\h‘:;ill\'“\'

sung by 150 robust male voices with full

concert bank.

Order Ref: RR-049LP (SET/2)
£25.99

Order Ref: RR-049CD

£13.99

DICK HYMAN PLAYS DUKE
ELLINGTON.

The World's second Direct-to-CD
recording, with timeless music of America’s |
greatest jazz composer performed by the
most imaginative of pianists. The DCD
version is produced on a gold compact

disc

Order Ref: RR-050DCD
£34.99

Also,Order Ref: RR-050CD
£13.99

TRITTICO: THE DALLAS WIND
SYMPHONY.

Trittico was the first DallsWind Symphony
recording to get the patented HDCD
treatment. (see HFC #117 4/93 for more ‘
details). As with all HDCD discs, this ‘
recording exhibits superior resolution and |
spatial characteristics, which make it a must
buy for hi-fi enthusiasts as well as music
lovers. Tracks include- Isaac Albinez: Feast
Dat in Saville. - Norman Dello Jojio:
Variants on a Medieval theme.Edvard
Greig: the Funeral March for Rikard
Nordraak.

Order Ref: RR-052LP (SET/2)
£25.99

Order Ref: RR-052CD

£13.99

BERLIOZ: SYMPHONIE
FANTASTIQUE. THE UTAH
SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA,VARUJAN KOJIAN
CONDUCTING.

Widely considered to be THE recording of
this magical work. The CD contains two
versions of the explosive finale, one with
orchestral bells, and another with digitally
recorded church bells

Order Ref: RROIILP(SET/2)
£25.99

Order Ref: RR-011CD

£13.99 |

I’'VE GOT THE MUSIC IN ME:
THELMA HOUSETON & PRES-
SURE COOKER.

The biggest selling “audiophile™ title ever! If
you don't have this title, buy now and
discover why it's consistently, year upon
year, met with the approval of thousands
of audiophiles.

Order Ref: ST-200 LP
(180GM) £23.99
Order Ref: CD-002 CD

Margie Gibson
"SAY IT WITH MUSIC

£13.99
Order Ref:
£9.50

CSs-002 Cs

HEARTBEAT DRUMMERS OF
JAPAN.

A variety of traditional Japanese percid
instruments are featured on this CD.
Please note, these tunes span the entire
dynamic range from soft playing at the
bare limits of audibility to the thunder of
the mighty 800 pound O-Daiko drum, and
are extremely challenging to play back
correctly.
Order Ref:
£17.49

CD-KODO

THE POWER OF SEVEN: UP
FRONT

Awesome dynamics, great tunes and
accomplished female vocalists make this a
hi-fi lovers must buy, Tracks include:
Mocking Bird, Will it go Round in Circles
Dancin' in the Streets and more.

Order Ref: CD-033 £17.49

SAINT SAENS ‘ORGAN’ SYM-
PHONY: BIRMINGHAM SYM-
PHONY ORCHESTRA, LOUIS
NG.

FREMAUX CONDU
The unique combination of &
orchestra creates special prob
balance between musical forces,
involving timbre, pitch and dyna
Klavier's controlled recording cond e
have not only met the challenge buyt
also done much to keep this symphony,
most deservedly alive

Order Ref: KCD-11011
£13.99

PIPE ORGAN SPECTACULAR:
THE GREAT ORGAN OF
LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL, NOEL
RAWSTHORNE-ORGANIST.
Liszt-Fantasy on B-A-C-H. Max Reger:
Benedictus. Reubke: Sonata on the 94th
Psalm and more. Play with caution, this
recording contains very low frequencies
Will your systme play the |6 cycle note?
Order Ref: KCD-11036
13.99

MASSENET ‘LE CID’ BALLET
MUSIC. THE CITY OF BIRMIN
HAM SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA.
One of the finest recordings ever
produced, this CD should be on every
audiophile’s list of gifts

Order Ref: KCD-11007

o <
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MAIL ORDER SALE MAIL ORDER SALE MAIL ORDER SALE MAIL ORDER SALE MAIL ORDER SALE MAIL ORDER SALE MAIL ORDER SALE

SPECIAL OFFER ON YAMAHA DSP-A1000 IMPRO LOGIC AMP

AUTHORISED DEALER FOR ALL MAJOR BRANDS

RING US FOR BEST PRICE IN TOWN - WE CAN BEAT ANY PRICE!

SONY

MINI HIFI
Compact 108CD
Compact 109CD
Compact 209CD
Compact 159CD
Compact 259CD
Compact 359CD
Compact 559CD
Compact 707CD
Compact 759CD..
MHC-510CD
MHC-710CD
MHC-2750CD
MHC-2800CD
MHC-3800CD

CD PLAYERS

CDP 711E ...
CDP 911E

CASSETTE DECKS

TCK 511B ...
TCK611B

TUNERS
CSTS 2118B
STS 311LB
STS 505ES
Graphic 9
SEO 411B

YAMAHA

AMPLIFIER
DSPA500
DSPA970
DSPA2070
DSP-E200
DSP-E1000

NS-C90....

CASSETTE DECKS
KX360 ...

KXW262...
KXW362...
KXW952

ADAGIOS9
ADAGIOS7
ADAGIOSEG ....
ADAGIOS4 ...
ADAGIOSS....
ADAGIOS2

MICRO HIFI

CASSETTE DECKS
ADF500

ADF410
ADWX 929 ...
ADWX 828

MISSION
SPEAKERS

SPEAKERS
AM 7 ...

SPEAKERS
PRO 200

PRO 300 ....
PRO 400 ....

TECHNICS
MINI HIFI
SC CH950

AMPLIFIERS

SUA 800K
SUA 700K
SUA 600K ..
SUV2 320K.
SUV2 220K

TURNTABLES

SL 1200 ...
SL DD33

CASSETTE DECKS
RS BX808K

RS BX747K ...

RS BX646K ...

RS BX404K ...

RS TR777K ...

RS TR515K

RS TR333K
RS TR232K
CD PLAYERS
SLPG 340
SLPG 440 ...
SLPG 520 ....
SLPS 620

KENWOOD
MINI HIFI

132 Balham High Road, Balham, London SW12. Tel: 081- 673 3398. Fax: 081-673 3068
264 Lavender Hilly London SW11. Tel: 071-228 3123 or 081-675 0048
385 North End Road, London SWé6. Tel: 071-381 0706 A

Sound Video

Centre
MAIL ORDER SALE MAILORDER SALE MAIL ORDER SALE MAIL ORDER SALE MAIL ORDER SALE MAILORDER SALE MAILORDER SALE
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ve years in
effield Lab have
WD), The theme is
grén, the season and
st of pperformers and

include Pat Coil, Dave Grusin, Lincoln
Mayorga, Margie Gibson, Michael Newman
and more. This compact disc should be in
ery audiophile’s stocking

eller Ref: CD-038 £17.99

STAR OF WONDER: SAN
FRANCISCO CHORAL ARTISTS.

. [estive music for the holiday season by an
g outstannding professional chorus, recorded

in the glorious acoustics of San Francisco's
St Ignatious Church. *Carols. *Renaissance
Motet. *20th Century Choral works.
*Organ Harp and Flute. * Bell ringers,
Order Ref: LP-021 £16.99
Drder Ref: CD-021 £13.99

N OLD FASHIONED CHRIST-
AS.

Frelude to Cantata BWV 142 (Bach) -
Allelujal (Mozart) - Alleluia (Randall
hompson) - Suite of carols - Troika
Prokofiev) and other traditional Christmas

KCD-77077

i England's greatest living

p composer, conducting his old orchestra in

hitherto unrecorded material. Of particular
interest for the season is ‘The Common-
wealth Christmas overture’ Others include
A Sussex Overture, The Smike, Flourish
for Orchestra and more.
Order Ref: RR-048LP (SET/2)
£25.99
Order Ref:
£13.99

RR-048CD

CHRISTMAS
PRICE SAVERS

iLhe following famous Sheffield Lab
audiophile compact discs are
Feduced from £21.50 to £13.99

N: AMANDA McBROOM.
Ref: CD-031

JSIN: DISCOVERED
CD005

OWER OF POWER: DIRECT
Order Ref: LAB-017HQLP
CDo17

NCOLN MAYORGA AND
TINGUISHED COLLEAGUES

CD-001

ABY: DON RANDI &

CD-012

'ADAM MAG

|
ING UP IN HOLLYWOOD |

H
LAB-021HQLP

CD-021

VICZ: THE NAME

missed. Back issues are priced ]
each (UK). £6.95 each (Overseas)
including postage and packing.

eight digital combinations reviewed,
plus nine tuners and a look at three
laserdisc players.

Order Ref: AE20B

- 17 new models fully
tested, plus a look at surround sound
speaker systems.

Order Ref: AE2IB

2 loudspeakers reviewed in a giant
test, plus a look at THX and a special
offer; £175 off a DCC player.
Order Ref: AE22B

- The Ten
Best Buys. Also FREE |6 page guide to
buying hi-fi tables and supports.
Order Ref: AE23B

- 20 of the latest tested,
plus a review of Pre and power
Order Ref: AE24B

THE FINEST HIF| MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD

Pre and
power amps

TouT

U ek of 55 modiels — wie page 4

PRIORITY ORDERING

and a maximum of 28 days should be allowed for delivery.

OVERSEAS ORDERS

and Eurocheques in £s sterling and sterling cheques drawn on a London bank.

correct codes clearly! If necessary, please use a separate sheet.

CHOICE ACCESSORIES

Code Description

AR i e et e B e S
| A e e e e Y R e L
JE_A T e e
JEE A e e s
| SN S R e O

BACK ISSUES

AE20B Hi-Fi Choice July 93
AE2IB Hi-Fi Choice August 93
AE22B Hi-Fi Choice September 93
AE23B Hi-Fi Choice October 93
AE24B Hi-Fi Choice November 93

HI-FI CHOICE SWEATSHIRTS
JE22A/L  Hi-Fi Choice Sweatshirt - Large
JE22A/XL Hi-Fi Choice Sweatshirt - X Large

CHOICE SOUNDS

Description

Order Ref

Total number of items ordered........................ Order Total f£........
For UK add £2.00 per order for postage Order Total £..
For Europe add £10.00 per order for postage Order Total £...
For Rest of World add £12.00 per order for
postage

Order Total £.........

[J 1enclose a cheque made payable to Dennis Direct for £...
[J Please charge my [JVisa [] MasterCard (Access) for £.

I e i ara N U b € R i e s
I Expiry Date........cccocueene

I MriMrs/Ms Surname....
| Address.

Daytime telephone number

l = Please send me a VAT receipt
I O The above information may be added to our mailing list. Please tick the box
I of Dennis Publishing Ltd.

05-93-12

Use the Dennis Direct orderline — (0789) 490215 or just enter your details on the
coupon and fax it to us on (0789) 490878 if you’re ordering with a credit card or send
with the correct payment to DENNIS DIRECT, PO BOX 2505, ALCESTER B50 4JU.
Prices shown include VAT and fulfilment in the UK. Please add postage as detailed
at the bottom of this form. Be aware that all items on offer are subject to availability

Please add £10.00 (Europe) or £12.00 (Rest of the World) to your order total to

cover the additional postage. Please note that we can only accept Visa/ MasterCard

Important: To prevent any delay with processing your order, please enter the

if you would prefer not to receive details of special offers. Dennis Direct is a division




CD PLAYERS

TURNTAB
Rotel RCD-945A% Systemd kl-“EXS SYSTEMS
M emde
Kz::;;z ZDDSPZMkIISE Thorens TD 166 MkVI Sharp C5300
Area Alpr;zo550 RECORDING DECKs Denon D-110
. Techni :
Marantz cD10 Aiwa AD-F410 chnics SC-CH950
Aiwa AD-F810
AMPLIF
Denon P s Sony TCK-611S HEADPHONES
en -
MQ?anf N’l:;\w250/lll Marantz DD-82 Audio Technica ATH-L 14
Aura VA-I(Z)o ’ 44SF Nakamichi DR Beyer Dynamic DT-31)
Aodolan volution Aiwa AD-WX828 Beyer Dynamic DT-51;
udiolab 80 2
Audiolab SOOC(;CC)://\P CD UPGRADES Sennheiser HD480 ||
I.Ot.m.sp EAKERS Audiolab 8000DAC 750
M'S;f; 876<>iSE TUNERS AV AMPS/PROCESSORS
Mission (;; Denon TU-260L Kenwood KAV-8500
S -
Mission 753 ony SIS-311 Kenwood KRv-6050

Audiolab 8000T

Denon AVC-3020

Now you deserve yours,

[ — =

WORTH

£100

against future purchases,
when you buy any What Hi-Fi?
nominated award winner.

© Cleartone Group 1993

CLEARTONE Coshback

Purchase any What Hi-Fi? nominated award winners from the above list at Cleartone,
hand over this voucher, and we'll put a cheque in the post to you (to use against any future
purchase over £50 from Cleartone excluding special offers) to the following value.

Spend £100-£199 on award winners - receive Cleartone Cashback cheque for £10
Spend £200-£399 on award winners - receive Cleartone Cashback cheque for £20

Spend £400-£599 on award winners - receiye Cleartong Cashback cheque for £4Q
Spend £600-£799 on award winners - receive Cleartone Cashback cheque for £60

Spend £1000+ on award winners - receive Cleartone Cashback cheque for £100

Use your Cashback cheque any time between Sep 14 and Dec 23 1993 off our
complete range of TV's, Videos, Camcorders, Hi-Fi or even Photographic, Communications
and Car Hi-Fi at selected stores. Remember with Cleartone Cashback you save twice, with
your initial purchase and on your second purchase off our already keen prices.

I
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I
Sp;rﬁﬁod-i@s' on award winners - receive Cleartone Cashback cheque for £80 I
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. BIRMINGHAM 122,123 New Street. Tel 021 633 4944 g
OLTON 235 Blackburn Road. Tel 0204 31423 BRAD

GLOUCESTER ¢



Santa’s

come early!

i-fi offers whilst
Two unbeatable hi fio
stocks last. Available throtug:::‘trg\:gldﬁm
il order and at ours or
o?hr:ctillorth & Midlands, and just a s.a:'nple
of the value you'll find at Britain's
Number One Independent.

Philips CD690
CD Player

Hi Fi Choice Recommended CD Player

What a price!
Was £129.99

Now only

Please mail me
[ Denon D70 Lifestyle Systems © £589.99
[ philips CD690 CD Players @ £99.99
| enclose chequel/P.O. for E:::j
made payable to Cleartone.
L}
[ ]
1 UK Mainland Delivery [
: Post to: Address
l Cleartone, 235 Blackburn Road, —
! Bolton BL1 8HB

CLEARTONE

FOR HOME
ENTERTAINMENT
BIRMINGHAM 122/123 New Street. Tel 021 633 4944 BIRMINGHAM Horntons Electronics, 8-9 Llower Temple Street. Tel 021 643 0972
BOLTON 235 Blackburn Road. Tel 0204 31423 BRADFORD Rawson Square. Tel 0274 309266 COVENTRY 78 Lower Precinct. Tel 0203 632086
GLOUCESTER (formerly Robbs) 13/15 Worcester Street. Tel 0452 419777 HALE 162/164 Ashley Road. Tel 061 928 1610

L_————__—_—_

KEIGHLEY 38 Cavendish Street. Tel 0535 602933 MANCHESTER 54 Bridge Street. Tel 061 835 1156 ROCHDALE 52 Drake Street. Tel 0706 524652

WALSALL Park Street. Tel 0922 644169 WIGAN 6 Crompton Street. Tel 0942 323897 WOLVERHAMPTON 39 Victoria Street. Tel 0902 772901
WORCESTER 27/27A The Cross. Tel 0905 726375 WORCESTER David Warings, Marmion House, High Street. Tel 0905 27551

|

|

I

1

1

|

|

I !
-

~ *Denon *

Denon D70
Lifestyle System

The Award Winning Mini System comprising
tuner/amplifier with stereo FM and MW/LW reception,
CD player, slimline cassette deck, and remote control.

Now only

Order within 28 days and a pair of JPW
speakers worth £79.99 are yours FREE

Ca : elesﬁon

Dual "VC

.: *Kenwood *Marantz
_ *Meridian *Mission

*Mordaunt Short
*NAD *Nakamichi
Ponasonic

: -Phﬂ:ps'l’i EEI'
~ *Revolver \Quad

“Rofel *Sound .

_ +Sharp *Sennheiser
~ Technics *Toshiba
 Wharfedale




stalks Olympia with

PersoNAL MESSAGES

iat’s show business for you

Paul Messenger

don’tnormally use this column to report on shows, but

Live '93 was a momentous event for the UK. By the

middle of Sunday afternoon the crush in the aisles led

to the doors of Olympia being temporarily closed. After
the echoing emptiness of the (rather less than) Great Home
Entertainment Spectacular in the early eighties, Live ‘93 was
one hell of a shock.

Creditmust go to News International, which organised
the event itself with some flair, and the promotion which
brought in an estimated 140,000 visitors. By the end of
even the first day, excited
exhibitors were already re-
booking for Live '94.

Live '93 was an expen-
sive gamble for a UK hi-fi
industry still well stuck in
recession, because the
track record ofbig hall elec-
tronicsshowsin Britainhas
been abysmal for more
than 20 years.

I can remember visit-
ing an Olympia TV & Ra-
dio Show round about 1960
(in order to pick my first
transistor radio). There’s

Paul Messenger

Rageand looks at
electronics shows
nast, present

and future.

not much of the fine detail
left accessible in the data
bank, but I do recall that
the place was a seething
mass of people.

A decade orsolater the
TV & Radio Showhad faded
from the scene, but Olym-
pia was the setting for a
succession of Audio Fairs. I hitched up to London for the
opening day one year — only to find the doors still shut
because the heavily unionised stand builders had walked
out. It was the beginning of the end for major London
exhibitions, which dwindled thereafter and had disap-
peared altogether by the mid seventies.

Hotel-based shows had always offered an attractive
alternative to the hi-fi exhibitor, with lower set-up over-
heads, better room acoustics and room-to-room isolation.
Harrogate and the Hammersmith Cunard set the model
for the next two decades up to Penta, Bristol et al today.
They work well enough as hi-fishows, butalsomarginalize
hi-fiinits own introverted ghetto, preaching mainly to the
same enthusiast core which read the specialist press. This
is fine for the small ‘cottage industry’ operator turning
over less than £250,000, but becomes an increasingly irk-
some straight-jacket for Britain’s dozen or more medium
size (£1-10m per annum) hi-fi specialists.

Live '93 was the opportunity to widen the base, and to
demonstrate to the public at large that even though hi-fi
has been around since the fifties, it still has just as much

176 Hi-Fi Choice December 1993

relevance to consumers in the nineties.

Fears that the show might turn into a
celebration of the computer games console
were unfounded. There was a degree of
segregation, but whether through luck,
naivetéor inspiration, the wholeplacecame
over as a delightful pot pourri of contrasts,
with totally unrelated technologies nestling
cheek by jowl.

In this respect at least, going around Live ‘93 was aload
more fun than trudging through the endless halls of a
Berlin Funkausstellung. If Sony does book an area the size
of a football pitch for Live '94 (scheduled for the larger
Earls Court site), I hope it doesn’t completely block the
way around the show.

Headbanging in the log-cabin

The down side of Live "93 was a serious and all pervading
cacophony of noise which impeded the subtler aspects of
sound reproduction. Some setting and policing of maxi-
mum levels could benefit all next year.

The tweakier end of the hi-fi business might be best
served by a concurrent specialist hi-fi show in a nearby
hotel next year. But the Hi-Fi Village concept seemed to
work very well, and worthwhile, meaningful demonstra-
tions were available, given appropriate source material.

The excellent Rage Against the Machine disc sounded
awesome at point blank range in Naim'’s Six-Pack active-
DBL multi-Mana’d booth — a genuinely headbanging
experience, as evidenced by the number of headbangers
who drifted in during the course of Bullet in the Head.

[ felt a bit guilty playing the same disc at the Linn log-
cabin, as things were so much more relaxed and laid back
there. The contrast was fascinating — not much twitching
of the neck muscles to be
sure, but plenty of foot-
tapping and information,
albeit with a totally differ-
ent presentation; not so
much chalk 'n’ cheese as &
cheese 'n” wine.

[ eventuallyslipped the
Rage disc into the Laser- |
disc player on our Home
Entertainment  stand,
switched the McIntosh :
THX-compatible preamp to stereo and turned up the
wick. Two days of galaxy gazing had left me deeply
impressed by the McIntosh home cinema kit's movie
capabilities, but here was the tasteless chalk when it came
to handling good old-fashioned rock and roll.

It's going to take till well past Live "94 to sort out the
problems of mixing and matching high-end AV with
serious hi-fi. Meantime, noisy racket notwithstanding,
Live’93 wasalso a lot of fun—and not totally meaningless
for making useful equipment comparisons either.

has been writing
about hi-fi longer
than he cares to
remember, and is
a former editor
of Choice —

three times over.

The Real Hi-Fi
Village at Live
93 — saviour of
the UK hi-fi
industry, or an
expensive white
elephant?



THE F SERIES: F22-REMOTE CONTROL TUBE PREAMPLIFIER. F15-100 WATTS PER CHANNEL HYBRID STEREO

POWER AMPLIFIER WITH TUBE BALANCED INPUTS. F18-220 WATTS PER CHANNEL HYBRID STEREO POWER

AMPLIFIER WITH TUBE BALANCED INPUTS. FX-90 WATTS PER CHANNEL STEREO POWER AMPLIFIER.

The F18. Made by fanatics, for fanatics.

FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST WRITE TO MUSICAL FIDELITY, 15/16 OLYMPIC TRADING ESTATE, FULTON ROAD, WEMBLEY HA9 OTF OR TELEPHONE 081-900 2866.
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