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COLT .455 inch, .38 inch and .45 inch
REVOLVERS.

DETAILS.—There are many different types of Colt revolvers,
making it almost impossible to give full details of each at many vary in
small details only, but the following main particulars will be all that will
be needed in order to use the weapon.

The cylinder turns clockwise and hat 6 chambers. The
ammunition, which can be used for the different calibres, it as follows

The .45 inch uses any American .45 inch revol ver ammunition.

The .38 inch, as long as the cylinder it over 1'% inches in length,
will use any .38 inch American revolver ammunition.

The 455 inch will use any American or British 455 inch
ammunition.

The .38 inch, when the cylinder is less than 1'% inches in length,
will only use .33 inch Colt short type ammunition or the standard
British service .38 inch ammunition.
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.455 COLT REVOLVER WITH
FULL MECHANISM

STRIPPING.—Undo screw holding butt grips. Undo side plate to
screws which is on the left hand side of the pistol, then prise tip the left
side plate by means of a knife fitted under the plate in between the two
arms of the lock spring and take off complete with nose piece and
cylinder cap. This causes all the actual mechanism to be fully open.
Then remove the remaining parts In the following order : Take out pawl
and, by meant of a punch, hammer out mainspring auxiliary axis pin and
remove the auxiliary.



Next, by means of pincers, grip together the long and short trim of the mainspring
and manipulate the mainspring out—at the same time undoing its claws from the
hammer swivel arms. Turn the hammer rearwards until its nose is clear of the
body and then take out. Push trigger to the fore, pull cylinder catch stud backwards
and take out. Take out trigger with rebound stud lever and rebound stud lever
auxiliary. Finally, undo cylinder stop screw on the right side of the body over the
trigger guard and take out cylinder to the front.

ASSEMBLY.—Refit cylinder spring stop and screw. Replace the rebound
stud lever auxiliary, rebound stud lever and trigger in one unit, seeing that the pins
of the rebound stud lever and the trigger are in their correct recesses in the
rebound stud lever auxiliary. Fit cylinder catch stud and, by holding trigger
backwards, refit hammer. Then refit axis pin and mainspring auxiliary. The
mainspring is refitted by compressing it as is done when stripping. Engage the
claws on the hammer swivel arms and fit the spring short arm over the top of the
mainspring auxiliary, then fit the mainspring stem into its bed. See that the trigger
is then forward so that the mainspring auxiliary lies over the pawl pin. Refit pawl
by placing its pin in the trigger nose hole. Finally lift up the nose of the
mainspring auxiliary so that the pawl can be pushed right down home. Replace
side plate, at the same time pressing thumb piece to the rear until the stud and
cylinder catch engage, then refit screws to the Side plate and replace butt grips.

It should be noted that, after each component part is fitted, care should be
taken to see that it functions in a correct mechanical manner.

MECHANISM.—The cylinder is held in the firing position due to the
cylinder catch stud being held fully home in its recess in the middle of the back of
the cylinder due to the cylinder catch stud spring. Should the cylinder not
completely engage it is impossible for the hammer and trigger to be operated
because the extractor has pushed to the rear the cylinder catch thumb piece which,
in turn, pulls the cylinder catch stud far enough to the back to interfere with the
normal relowering movement of the rebound stud lever. Finally hammer rebound
by the shoulder of the mainspring lever which is after pressed down by the
mainspring, touches the back face of the hammer tail and presses it to the fore.
This forces the hammer to turn on its axis pin to that the hammer nose is pressed
back. Mechanical safety is effected by the hammer rail back face pressing against
the mainspring lever safety face and, after rebound, this prevents the hammer nose
from making contact with the cap of the round of ammunition. When the trigger is
pulled to the back this causes the rebound stud lever stud to drop behind the
Cylinder catch stud and, therefore, the cylinder is locked in the firing position.
Should it not lock then the trigger cannot be pulled completely to the back because
the rebound stud lever stud will not fear the cylinder catch stud, which is in a
protuberant position due to the fact that it cannot be pressed fully home in its bed
in the cylinder,

COLT .455 inch and .45 inch
AUTOMATIC PISTOLS.

DETAILS.—Total length, approximately 8 inches. Barrel length, 4% inches,
including the chamber. Weighs 2% Ibs. loaded, 2 1bs. 6 Oz unloaded. Holds 7
rounds. Ammunition used is .455 inch and .45 inch rimless pattern automatic
ammunition. NOTE CAREFULLY that 45 inch ammunition can be fired m the
455 in the model but .435 inch ammunition may cause serious accidents it an
attempt is made to fire it in a .45 inch pistol. This weapon has fixed sights.



STRIPPING.—Take out the magazine and then push in the return spring
plunder knurled head which lies undereath the muzzle of the gun and turn the
plunger retainer to the left. Take out the plunger retainer return spring and return
spring plunger completely. Push the moving part back until the furthermost of the
two small gashes on the bottom left edge of the moving part is just over the back
end of the long catch on the butt group which is found immediately over the
trigger. The long catch has, at its front end, a retainer pin which is fitted through
the pistol from one side to the other. Push in the end of the pin protected on the
right hand side of the pistol and take off the catch to the left. Then slide to the
front from the butt group the moving part of the barrel, which may now be taken
off. The positioning pin for the return spring will then fall out of the barrel and can
be separated from the moving part by pushing it out at the front. To take off the
extractor and firing pin, press the bottom of the firing pin with a nail or punch
until the small sliding plate at the rear can be pushed down and taken away, then
the spring and firing pin can be taken out and the extractor can also be pulled out
backwards.

—— “-_,, =

PLUNCED {"c"

MAGAZINE CATCr ,‘ gaTe
COLT 455 incn
AUTOMATIC PISTOL

ASSEMBLY.—To reassemble, reverse the order of the above Instructions
and make sure to see that, when fitting the long catch pin, it goes through the hole
in the barrel link. Always check each assembly operation to see that everything is
propetly in place.

FILLING THE MAGAZINE.—remove the magazine from the pistol by
pushing spring catch that it on the left side of the pistol just behind the trigger,
then hold the magazine in one hand and put the base of each round about half
way along the previous one and then press down and backwards by swing both
your thumbs.

LOADING.—Press the magazine fully home in the butt then press back the
moving parts to their fullest extent and allow them to move as far forward at
possible. The pistol .is now ready to fire.

SAFETY,—For applied safety a catch is fitted on the left hand side of the
pistol, which is only applicable when the hammer is in the cocked position-—this
automatically locks both hammer and trigger. Mechanical safety is ensured by the
fact that trigger pressure it not sufficient to release the hammer. The actual pistol
must be held in such a manner that the grip that lies under the hammer is pushed
forward, Furthermore, the hammer is not releasable until moving portions are
fully to the front and the breech is locked. This is operated by a small stud in the
butt group which is fitted about .25 inch to the front of the hammer. This stud is
pressed down by the moving portion passing over it until the breech is locked,
then it automatically protrudes again into a cavity on the bottom side of she
moving portion. When it is pressed down by the rearward movement of the
moving parts, it disconnects the hammer from the trigger so that the former can be
cocked by the rearward motion of the recoiling part and only permits re-
connecting either when released by the removal of the finger pressure on the
trigger, or when allowed to rise by the fact that the cavity is just above it.



COLT .38 INCH AUTOMATIC PISTOL.

DETAILS.- Length about 9 inches. Barrel length, including chamber, about 6
inches. Unloaded weight, approximately 2% lbs. Fires 7 rounds, using .38 inch
rimless ammunition. The loading and unloading details for this pistol are identical
with those given previously for the Colt .45 inch Colt Automatic, the only
difference being that the magazine catch will be found in the bottom of the butt
instead of the side. All other details are very similar to the previous pistol
mentioned and should be followed where they apply.

9 m.m. LUGER AUTOMATIC PISTOL.

This is probably one of the most common of the German automatic pistol that may
come into our hands and uses 9 m.m. Parabellum ammunition only. This
ammunition can be identified by the fact that it is approximately 1.14 inches to
1.16 inches in length.

DETAILS.—Weight, approximately. 2 Ibs. Length. 9 inches. Barrel length,
approximately, 4 inches. Holds 8 rounds in a normal magazine.

STRIPPING.—Take off the magazine and slightly press back barrel then
move downwards to the vertical position the thumb catch which is found in the
front of the trigger guard. Take out the covering plate and pull off to the front the
recoiling parts of barrel and receiver. It is advised that no further stripping should
be attempted as, in the event of damage being done to any parts, difficulty may be
experienced in obtaining spares.
To re-assemble, reverse the above instructions.

CRANK KNOBS FORESIGHT
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LUGER AUTOMATIC PISTOL
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LOADING.—Fit the mouth of a loaded magazine in the opening at the base
of the base and push it home until the magazine catch is engaged. Push upwards
and to the rear with a sharp motion the two knurled knobs on the crank and let go.
This will automatically cock the pistol and simultaneously the first round will have
been fitted into the firing chamber.

UNLOADING.—Take out by pushing in magazine catch which is found to
the rear of the trigger on the left hand side pistol, then proceed with the same
operation of pulling backwards and let it go. This will automatically extract the
round in the firing chamber. Finally, release spring pressure by pulling the
trigger.

SAFETY.—A safety catch is fitted on the left hand side of the body near the
top of the butt. The safety catch be placed in two positions--the more forward one
being the “ready” and the furthest back is the “safe” position. Mechanical safety
is ensured by the fact that, if the trigger is pressed when the action is not locked,
the trigger bar cannot push in against the rear tail because the latter is too far to the
back owing to the fact that the recoiling portions are not fully forward.

Tn\

NOTE:- This gun will utilise 9 m.m. sten gun ammunition.



9 m.m, MAUSER AUTOMATIC PISTOL.
DETAILS.—length, about 11 inches. Barrel length, approximately. 5 inches.
Weight. 2 Ibs. 8 ozs. unloaded. Holds 10 rounds and utilizes 9 m.m. Mauser
ammunition, which can be identified by the fact that its length it approximately
1% inches. These guns have open sights which are suitable for 50 to 500 metres.

STRIPPING.—Press upwards the stud in the magazine base plate, then
move the plate to the fore and take out the magazine platform and spring. Cock
the hammer and push up the body catch which is beneath the base of the hammer
; then it is possible to pull to the rear and clear of the body the hammer
mechanism, barrel and barrel extension. These three parts can then be easily
separated. Make certain when doing so that the body catch does not fall out of the
hammer mechanism block. To remove the bolt from the barrel extension, use a
penknife blade or small screwdriver to push in the back of the firing pin and give
ita 90° tum to the right. The firing pin can then be taken out. Finally, press to the
fore the bolt catch on the right side of the barrel extension and pull it out to the
right : this automatically releases the bolt return spring and then allows the bolt to
be taken out to the back.

To re-assemble. reverse the above instructions.
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AUTOMATIC PISTOL

LOADING.—Pull to the rear the bolt : this causes the hammer to cock and
permits the magazine platform to elevate, at the same time stopping the bolt
closing again on an empty breech. Then fit a charger into the guides in the back
of the breech and press the rounds into the magazine. Finally, take out the
charger and the bolt will then automatically close at the same time moving the
first cartridge into the breech ready to fire.

UNLOADING.-Move the bolt to the back and front until it is held open by
magazine platform, then hold the bolt back with one hand and push down the
magazine platform ; allow the bolt to go forward at the same time, seeing that no
round has been left in the breech. Finally, press the trigger.

SAFETY.—The catch is fitted at the side of the hammer on the left of the
pistol body. When the catch is in its uppermost position the pistol is at “ safety ” :
when in a horizontal position, the pistol is cocked and ready for firing.

SPECIAL NOTE.—This make of automatic pistol is also supplied m a 7.63
m.m. model and, to enable the user to distinguish them, all the 9 m.m. patterns
are marked with a large “9” on each side of the pistol grip.



THE MARK L and II. NORTHOVER PROJECTOR.

This weapon is now being used by many Home Guard units, as it is very
effective and of simple design.

DETAILS.—The Northover is a 2% inch smooth bore gun of breech loading
pattern and weighs in the case of the Mark I approximately 60 Ibs. and in the case
of the Mark II . approximately 80 Ibs. whilst the Mark 1. mounting weight
approximately 75 Ibs. and the Mark II. tripod approximately 24 1bs. These
weapons were originally designed to fire the self-igniting phosphorus No 76
Grenade, but they will very effectively also fire the anti-tank grenade and the
high explosive No. 36 grenade. An aperture back sight is fitted, having six holes.
and a semi-circular hole at the top ; the ranges being 50 to 200 yards in steps of
25 yards. The bottom hole being for the smallest range and the range increasing
as the higher holes are used. These sights are graduated for the No. 76 grenade.
When using the two other types mentioned above, approximately 50 should be
added to this range. The most effective range for all these grenades is
approximately 100 yards.
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MARK 2 NORTHOVER PROJECTOR

MECHANISM.—A simple type breech mechanism is fitted and consists of a
spring locking lever fitted on the left hand side, whilst the breech block itself is
hinged on the right hand side. The primer nipple bored through its length fits in
the centre of the breech block. The exposed part outside takes the percussion cap
and the inner protection, which is formed in the shape of two points, pierces the
celluloid powder container of the fire charge so as to permit the flash from the
percussion cap to reach the powder when the breech block is after slammed
home.

The trigger mechanism has a hammer fitted on to an arm which can move on
its axis. The strong spiral spring and the trigger are also used. When the breech
block is open the hammer automatically cocks, or it can also be hand cocked if
necessary.

FIRING CHARGE.—This consists of two fibre discs and a fibre ring which
holds the cylindrical cellophane container which, in its turn, holds approximately
5 drams of black powder. A washer, slightly larger in diameter than the fibre ring
holds this in position, whilst at the other end is fitted a disc of spongy rubber.
When the breech is slammed home, as explained previously, this celluloid
cylinder is automatically pierced so at to allow the percussion cap flash to fire the
propellant powder charge. The grenade used in the case of the No. 76 consists of



a half-pint bottle which contains a composition of benzine, latex and
phosphorous; this bottle is shut by means of a metal capsule, coloured green, and
must be absolutely air-tight, otherwise the contents will automatically ignite when
coming into contact with air. When the grenades are fitted in the projector for
firing they are placed in a paper container with a fibre ring at the back end ; this is
to prevent breakages whilst firing, as otherwise serious accidents would occur.

When using the No 34 high explosive grenade a 4-second fuse it fitted and all
normal safety measures are carried out. The grenade is fitted without the gas
check into the breech of the projector with the base plug end in first. When the
grenade is in far enough to hold the striker Sever, remove the safety pin and press
the grenade fully home.

NOTES.—If a mis-fire takes place fit a new percussion cap and re-cock the
hammer by hand, Never open the breech block because some of the actual
propellant charge will then fall out if a No 76 bottle bursts in the barrel, fire the
next round ; this will then clear the previous burst round out. Always make sure
that the projectile is back and close up to the propellant powder charge. See that
all moving parts are cleaned and oiled and always oil the pivot. Always clean the
barrel out with water after firing and, finally, dean by using a ramrod with a wad
fitted at the end Always make certain that the water being used to clean the barrel
is absolutely pure. Paraffin is sometimes very useful for cleaning after many
rounds have been fired.

BOYS’ ANTI-TANK GUN .55 inch,
DETAILS.—Length, 5 feet 4 inches. Weight, approximately, 35 Ibs. Has an
overhead box magazine holding five rounds with ejection underneath. Aperture
studs are fitted for 300 and 500 yards.
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BOYS ANTI-TANK GUN

LOADING & UNLOADING.—The same operations as used for the Bren
Gun are utilized in this weapon. For further details of this seee our companion
volume of “ Modern Automatic Guns.”

STRIPPING & ASSEMBLY.—To take off the bolt open it and push down
the small catch which lies beneath the magazine catch itself ; this enables you to
withdraw the bolt. To replace, reverse the above instructions. This gun is a very
simple type and the mechanism is virtually the same as the standard service rifle
with which most Home Guards are only too well acquainted.

SPECIAL NOTE.—The safety catch is fitted on the left side of the gun and
when in the forward position the gun is set for firing, whilst, when the catch is
turned to a backward position, the gun is at “safe.” Note that this gun has
considerable recoil ; therefore, when operating this weapon, always press the right

cheek is clear of the spade grip and shoulder piece so as to prevent possible
bruising and broken bones to the firer.



SPECIAL HINTS & TIPS FOR THE PRACTICE
& USE OF SMALL ARMS,

MAKING MINIATURE OBJECTS & FIGURES TO CORRECT
SCALE FOR USE ON PRACTICE FIRING RANGES.—It is very often
necessary to scale down long distance firing due to difficulty in obtaining
sufficiently large spaces for practice work, and it is quite easy to actually obtain
the same effect on the ordinary small length range for instance, supposing it is
required to illustrate the effect of firing at a 12 feet high object at 750 yards. This
can be very easily represented on a 50 yards range by use of the following
equation, the result of which gives the size of the object which has to be placed at
the end of a 50 yards range so as to obtain the same optical view as though it
were at 750 yards distance. First divide the height of the object in feet so as to
reduce it to yards, then multiply this by the length of the range in yards, finally
dividing the result by the actual length in yards at which the object normally
would be at. Thus:-

4 x 50

4 g
=0~ = 1% yards, or approximately 92 inches in height.

In other words, a target having a figure 9% inches in height placed at the end
of a 50-yard practice range requires the same accuracy to hit it, as firing at a 12
feet high object at a distance of 750 yards.

TO CALCULATE SPEED OF MOVEMENT SCALED DOWN FOR
PRACTICE RANGE USE—When firing on a short practice range, scaled down
objects that are supposed to be moving should move at approximately the correct
speed so as to enable the firer to get the best possible type of practice. Let us
imagine that it is required to simulate on a 30 yards range a 6-foot man at 1,000
yards distance, and running at a speed of 200 yards a minute. First of all multiply
the speed in yards per minute of the moving object by the length of the range,
then divide the result by the distance of the object ; this gives the speed in yards
per minute at which the object has to move across the actual practice range.
Thus:-

200 x 30
1,000

Therefore, the object must move across the back of the range at a speed of 6
yards per minute or 3.6 inches per second. To actually calculate the size of the
moving object use the equation previously given. Thus:-

2x30
1,000

Therefore, to simulate the 6-feet man running at 200 yards per minute at a
distance of 1,0003 yards on a 30 feet practice range, a figure approximately 2
inches in height moving at a speed of 3.6 inches per second is required.

= 6 yards per minute speed of moving oblject.

= .006 yards, or approximately 2 inches.

MARK VI. WEBLEY REVOLVER .455 INCH.

DETAILS.—Service name. No. 1 Pistol. Over-all length. 11% inches
Average barrel length, 6 inches. Weight about 2% 1bs. Cylinder turns clockwise.
Number of chambers. 6. Uses Mark II. 455 inch lead bullets for practice
purposes and Mark VI, 455 inch nickel jacketted ammunition for active service
use,

STRIPPING.—Undo screw holding butt grips, then undo trigger guard
screws and press the mainspring from out of its seating from the right to left side
and unhook the long arm from the hammer swivel.



Elevate tail of mainspring auxiliary from out of its and tike off the auxiliary.
then undo hammer axis screw and take off hammer. Remove trigger axis screw
and take off trigger and 9 pawl complete. Then undo the holding screw on the
cylinder catch and push the bottom of the catch retainer up, thus pressing the back
of the catch and allowing the complete removal of cylinder.
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MARK VI WEBLEY 455 REVOLVER
WITH FULL MECHANISM

ASSEMBLY.—Reverse the order given above and at each stage check for
correct functioning and free movement.

MECHANISM — NOTES.—The rotating cylinder is held whilst in the firing
position by the pawl, engaging against the ratchet on the cylinder—thus preventing
an anticlockwise motion of the stop on the trigger pressing against the end of one
of the slots at the back of the cylinder and preventing it turning too far. Should the
revol ver be incompletely closed, it is due to the hammer not being able to reach the
percussion cap of the “round of ammunition” by the barrel catch, which naturally
cannot be properly engaged, otherwise the pistol is so far open that it is impossible
for the hammer to reach the percussion cap.

The return of the hammer is obtained by the sloping face of the shore side of
the mainspring auxiliary pressing against the tail end of the hammer whilst under
the influence of the mainspring. Actnal mechanical safety is obtained by the
hammer tail pressing against the short side of the mainspring auxiliary and. due to
this, a blow on the rear of the hammer causes the auxiliary to elevate, and thus the
long arm connects with the safety stud on the pawl which forces the pawl to rise.
The trigger nose then comes up until it engages against the hammer catch which
prevents the hammer moving further—so making it impossible to fire the round.



SMITH & WESSON .455 inch .45 inch D.A,
and .38 inch REVOLVERS.

DETAILS.—There are very many varieties of types in these makes as
improvements have been constantly taking place, and in war-time many older
models are resurrected for service use, due to their still being quite efficient
offensive weapons. The main details of all types are as follows :—

All the cylinders have 6 chambers and they always revolve anticlockwise.
The ammunition which is suitable for these various calibres is as follows The 45
inch D.A. model uses the automatic .45 inch ammunition which is utilised in the
Thompson Sub-Machine carbine ; this is fitted by means of two special 3-round
clips. Note that this pistol cannot fire ordinary rimmed ammunition and,
furthermore, unless special clips are used, automatic extraction does not operate
and each spent case will have to be pressed out individually with a stick or other
suitable implement.

The 455 inch utilizes British service or American 455 inch ammunition. Note
carefully to see that this is used as, although there is only .005 inch difference in
these two types of ammunition, dangerous stoppages and possible accidents can
occur by use of the wrong-sited ammunition.

The .38 Inch revolver uses any American .38 inch ammunition as long as the
cylinder length is over 1% Inches.

These details should only be taken as general instructions because so many
models have appeared of these makes and, if possible, the standard service sheet
should be obtained.
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STRIPPING.—Undo the screw holding the butt grips and then undo the
four screws which hold the side plate ; this is on the right hand side, whilst in the
case of the Colt revolver, it it on the left hand side. Two of these screws are over
both ends of the trigger guard and of the other two, one is above the back of the
right grip and the other behind the top of the cylinder. Then take on the side
plate. Undo tension screw of mainspring which is found at the lower end of the
front of the butt frame and take out the mainspring, at the same time undoing it
from the arm of the hammer swivel. Press back the pawl so that it disengages
from behind the cylinder and take it out with the help of a screwdriver or
penknife, Then ease up the rebound stop and spring so as to clear the retaining
pin and then take it out—always being careful so as not to allow the actual spring
to fly out as it can be quite easily lost, Move the hammer backwards and. by
leverage, take it out, then turn trigger forwards and backwards and lever it to the
top and take it out. Remove cylinder by pushing the thumb piece to the fore and
moving it out leftwards as far as possible, and then putting it out. Finally, undo
the thumb piece screw on the cylinder catch and take out thumb piece cylinder
catch and spring complete.

ASSEMBLY.—Refit thumb piece, cylinder catch and screw and press the
thumb piece to the back so as to enable the safety stop to clear the hammer. Then
refit the hammer. Replace the pawl on to the trigger making certain that the
spring stud on the front of the pawl lever is fitted on the top of the pawl lever
spring correctly and that the back of the pawl lever is above the pawl pin
operating the pawl lever before fitting the pawl axis pin into its aperture in the
base of the trigger nose. Press the hammer to the fore and then refit the pawl and
trigger complete, at the same time making certain that the trigger nose lies in
between the hammer catch of the bent of the hammer and that the lever of the
cylinder stop at the front of the trigger fits in its recess in the cylinder stop and.
finally, making sure that the connecting rod of the rebound stop on the trigger
does not drop below the trigger guard.

Fit the front end of the rebound stop at the back of the trigger rear and, by
means of a penknife, press the rebound stop spring down and manipulate the
rebound stop and spring outwards into position at the rear, of their retaining pin.

Fit the claws of the mainspring at the rear of the arms of the hammer swivel
and then replace the mainspring, finally, place enough tension on the mainspring
so as to retain it in place by means of screwing the mainspring screw home about
half way. Refit butt grips and screw, re-screw home mainspring tension screw.
Befit cylinder by fitting spindle in its recess and pressing in the spring, supported
plunger and then refit the side plate with its four screws.

It should be noted that these details are also applicable for the stripping and
assembling of most types of Colt revolvers.

MECHANISM.—The cylinder is held in the firing position by the cylinder
catch stud which is itself spring-supported and fits In the centre of the extractor
and is held in position in its socket in the body due to the influence of this spring.

Should the cylinder not close properly, the hammer and trigger will not
operate due to the interference of the safety stud which is on the back of the
cylinder catch release stud ; this is caused by reason of the safety stud entering
the cylinder catch stud socket In the body due to the absence of the cylinder catch
stud itself. Rebound of the hammer is caused by the rebound stop being moved
to the fore due to the action of its spring The form of the front end of the rebound
stop and the hammer rebound arm is such that the forward movement of the
rebound stop presses the bottom part of the hammer nose to the back. Mechanical
safety is effected by the hammer rebound arm face pressing hard against the
upper part of the rebound stop and. thereby binding. This naturally prevents the
hammer note going to the (ore and firing the next round after rebound takes
place.



THE WALTHER 9 M.M. AUTOMATIC
PISTOL

This is probably the third most commonly used of German smalt arms
that members of Home Guard units are likely to come across in the event of
invasion taking place and, therefore, they should be in a position to
understand the use and details of this weapon.

DETAILS. —Approximately 8 inches in length. Barrel length approximately
5 inches, including chamber, Magazine holds 8 rounds and uses 9 m.m.
parabellum type of ammunition Weight about 2% Ibs. when loaded. This gun is
supplied with fixed sights.

STRIPPING.—First make sure that the safety catch is set at as
“SAFE,” then take out the magazine and press back the slide with one hand
and lift the “holding open” catch into engagement with the other hand ;
route the locking lever to the fore as far as possible (the locking lever is
fitted on the left hand side of the gun to the fore of the trigger guard). Next,
whilst maintaining the slide under hand control, push in the “holding open” catch
and move barrel and slide to the fore, then rotate the slide and barrel upside-
down and press to the fore a small plunger at the back of the barrel assembly ;
this will automatically unlock the locking block and allow the barrel to be
separated from the slide. Finally, the locking block can itself be taken from the
barrel. Do not try to effect further stripping as the mechanism is liable, in the
hands of an inexperienced person, to suffer some possible damage.
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ASSEMBLY.—First refit the locking block in the barrel— making sure to
see that the lugs on the locking block are truly in line with the barrel ribs. Then
press the barrel assembly into the slide to its furthest extent, press the locking
block with an upward motion into the locked position, then note if the hammer is
to the fore when the gun is in the un-cocked position, and that all moving parts
that are in the body remain beneath the flat bearing surface level at the back end
Place safety catch at “SAFE” and hold locking block in the locked portion, then
press barrel and slide on to the body, pressing the slide as far back as possible and
maintaining it there by lifting the “ holding open” catch. Then rotate locking lever
to the horizontal or locked position. Finally, push in the “holding open™ catch and
allow the slide to move to the fore; this will then enable you to insert the
magazine.

LOADING.— To remove the magazine, press back catch at the bottom of
the pistol grip—this causes the magazine to come out sufficiently far enough to
enable it to be held by the fingers and remove. To load the magazine, fit the
base of each round to the fore of the magazine lips and push them in a down and
backwards motion into place ; then press the magazine back home into the pistol
grip and move the slide back to its furthermost extent— finally allowing it to
come forward under action of the return spring, it is of no consequence if the
safety catch is set at “SAFE” or at the “ FIRE ” position as, in the former case,
the hammer will already be in the firing position, and to actually start firing all



that is needed is to set the safety catch at the “FIRE” position and pull the trigger,
whilst in the latter case, the weapon is ready cocked and all that is required is to
press the trigger. There is no necessity to cock the hammer on this model as a
double action hammer mechanism is used which enables the gun to be carried
fully loaded but yet be set at “SAFE” with the hammer in an un-cocked position,
but it can be ready for action without having to waste time in actually cocking it.
The “SAFE” position is when the safety catch is vertically downwards and the
“FIRE” position is when the catch is set in the horizontal plane.

UNLOADING. .—Take out magazine and move hack the slide to its
furthermost extent so as to enable the removal of the round from the firing
chamber and then allow the slide to move forward. This operation is carried out
irrespective of what position the safety catch is in. Should the safety catch be in
the “FIRE” position then move it back to “ SAFE ”—this releases the hammer
and removes tension from the springs.

SAFETY MEASURES.—A safety catch is fitted on the left hand side of the
gun dose to the back end of the slide ; the catch on be moved from the “FIRE”
position to the “SAFE” position, irrespective of whether the gun is cocked or un-
cocked. Should the pistol be un-cocked, pressing the trigger will not fire the
round, due to the fact that the hammer is stopped from moving rearwards
sufficiently to be released ; furthermore, the firing pin is automatically locked
even if the trigger is not fully retracted. Should the pistol be in the cocked
position the hammer will be released and can come to the fore still without firing
the round in the chamber because the firing pin is automatically in the locked
position prior to the hammer hitting it. It is then automatically impossible to pull
the trigger as it is in the fully retracted position



BERNARDS TECHNICAL BOOKS
/- SERIES
EACH A MINE OF INFORMATION

1.—AMALGAMATED ENGINERERING REFERENCE
TABLES AND DATA CHARTYS. BA BSF BS.P.
8.5.W. Thread Data, Clearance and Tapping deill sizes.
solution of triangles. Sheet Metal Gauges, etc., etc.

2—"LITTLE MARVEL ' VEGETABLE REFERENCE
BOOK for all amateur gardeners. VWhat to sow, and when.
Pests, Diseases, Fertilisers, etc., etc.

J.—SERVICES SIGNALLING MANUAL. Semaphore
Morse, Flag Signals, Hellograph, etc., etc.

4.—RADIO MANUAL. Tabdles. Charts, Facts. Laws, Rules,
Dugrams, etc.

S.—ELEMENTS OF MATHEMATICS. Facts, Rules and
formulz on Arithmetic, Algedra, Trigonometry, Geometry
and Cakulus.

6~BLECTRICAL ENGINEERS & ELECTRICIANS
HAND BOOK. Tables, Haggs., Data Charts, Wire and
Cabdle sizes, A.C. and D.C. Motors, Lighting, Heating, Power,
etc.. etc.

7.—MANUAL OF METALS AND ALLOYS. Hardening
Tempering, Heat Treatment, Colouring, Composition of
Alloys, Data Charts, Tables, etc., etc.

8§—MANUAL OF MODERN AUTOMATIC GUNS.
Sten, Bren, Lewis, Thompson, Vickers, Brownlag, etc..
specially prepared for Home Guard and Service use.

9.—MANUAL OF PHOTOGRAPHY. Depth of Focus and
Exposure Tables, Developing and Printing, Colour, Filters,
Formulm, Moving Objects, Enlarging. etc.. etc.

10.~MANUAL OF MATHEMATICAL TABLES. Logarithms
and Antilogarithms. Natural and Logarithmic Sines, Cosines
and Tangents. Circular or Radian Measure. Squares, Cubdes,
Square Koots, Cube Roots and Reciprocals, etc., etc.

1=—MANUAL OF CYCLING. Repairs, Maintenance,
Overhaul, Lighting, Three Speed Gears, Brakes, Hints and
Tips, Touring, Camping, War-time Restrictions, Tables,
Charts, etc.

12—COMMANDO AND GUERILLA TACTICS.
Unarmed Combat, Silent Killing, Extraction of Information,
Taking Prisoners, Use of the Knife, Self Defence, etc., etc.

13—HOUSE TO MHOUSE FIGHTING. Snipers, Hand
Granades, Fortifylng PositionsBEnemy Nests, 8ooby Traps,
Dislocation of Communications, etc., etc.

14—MANUAL OF MODERN SMALL ARMS AND

SPECIAL WEAPONS. Colt, Smith & Wesson, Webley,
Revo vers and Automatic Pistols, Northover Projector, Boys®
Anti.Tank Gun etc.

IF IN DOUBT simply look into a
“ BERNARDS "’ Pocket Book



