




American television is 
different from television 
anywhere else in the 
world in one special way; 
in America, local tele-
vision is committed to 
serving the particular 
needs of its community. 

To address the con-
cerns and meet the needs 
of a grassroots audience 
means paying attention 
to those problems and 
issues that are unique to 
mainstream America. In 
that light, WSLS-TV has 

set the pace for responsible broadcasting in 
Southwest and Central Virginia. 

WSLS-TV, Virginia's pioneer television sta-
tion, was, and is, a station of firsts: 

FIRST on the air, 
FIRST with live remote coverage, 
FIRST with videotape recording 

capability, 

FIRST with full color coverage, network 
and local, 

FIRST to "feed" live network program-
ming to a national audience, and 

FIRST with minicam coverage of news 
in the field. 

Those who founded, directed and toiled in 
the fields of early local television did so with 
vision. They literally rolled up their sleeves, 
drew on their creativity and forged a com-
munications concept. 

For three and one-half decades WSLS-TV 
has been the pathfinder. It enjoys an un-
paralleled past, an enviable present, and an 
exciting future. 

On these pages, the years of service by WSLS-
TV are chronicled in abstract. Read them and 
share in the pride of those whose contributions 
have made WSLS-TV 10 a household name. 

Lee Garrett 
Director, Community 

Services 
WSLS-TV 
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