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American television is

different from television
anywhere else in the
world in one special way;
in America, local tele-
vision is committed to
serving the particular
needs of its community.

To address the con-
cerns and meet the needs
of a grassroots audience
means paying attention
to those problems and
issues that are unique to
mainstream America. In

that light, WSLS-TV has
set the pace for responsible broadcasting in
Southwest and Central Virginia.

WSLS-TV, Virginia’s pioneer television sta-
tion, was, and is, a station of firsts:

FIRST on the air,

FIRST with live remote coverage,

FIRST with videotape recording
capability,

FIRST with full color coverage, network
and local,

FIRST to “feed” live network program-
ming to a national audience, and

FIRST with minicam coverage of news

in the field.

Those who founded, directed and toiled in
the fields of early local television did so with
vision. They literally rolled up their sleeves,
drew on their creativity and forged a com-
munications concept.

For three and one-half decades WSLS-TV
has been the pathfinder. It enjoys an un-
paralleled past, an enviable present, and an
exciting future.

On these pages, the years of service by WSLS-
TV are chronicled in abstract. Read them and
share in the pride of those whose contribution
have made WSLS-TV 10 a household name

Lee Garrett
Director, Community

Services
WSLS-TV

Owr finst lelevision antenna on Paor Mountain
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Loe Gamett forecasts the wealhen from an “early” set in the
Shenandoah Building 1tudios.

George W. Chernault, Jr., Program Directsr, appears sn sun first
newd del.

Glensssod Howell, WELS TV finst full-time Farm Directon
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Cbb (Gordon Reid) head of the “Tide Family’
poses. with M. Andy” (Andy Peterson,
emcee of the "Cbb and Andy Show.”)
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Jubilee celebration (1957).
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Canavan’ (1949 - 1956).

George W. Chernanlt, ). (a retined USAA colonel) interviems

Jim Shell, Morning Side Roporion for WISLS news,
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THE ROANOKE TELEVISION AUDIPXNCE
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"The Life of Riley”

William Bendir &
Sid and Imogone
“Your Shouw. of Shows”
(7950-54)

M. Peepers and friends (1952- 55
“This is Your Life,” Casey Stengal! (1952-67) . P (79 4



and Caclus fJoe (foe Grant) Lt thein wsices in song duwring a
W@pﬁemwemﬂze WWL’WSW.

"@cwppw Room” with _?qu %/W, o camenra, 7&%@, "Miss
Slsie Tannen, Tom Hughes, annsuncer; and George Chernaull,
Program Director.
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LBuwn Tillsbrom with Kubla, Gnan Allisen & Ollie
(Oliver ). Dragon)

W83 Howudy Doody Time' for Bob Smith, Houdy Doody
Clarabell

Mary Mariin soared as "Peton Pan” became the finst big

saduway hit s be moved intact to a televition studio (1955).

Bmaf/wémfamlawm/tdpwon “Wakch M. WW'
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Lee Gamett and Tink Ewald, of Ewald & Clark, pMeWWL
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Luda Pring, hostess Choisimas Holiday Bosth, welcoming
mm%ﬁ%e a‘@z‘m:% % 19504,



Steve Allen, host
from 1953 - 1957

“Late mq/pf with David Lettorman’

“TONIGHT”

;96.2 éaoczclc@dm? W
“Boadtitul dosooctowssr Burbond”

WJ;[W emceea/

éymm Open Houte,”

o talb shows
(1950-51)

Jack Paar, host
(1957 - 1962)
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Lary Coopen frecasts the weather in bhe carly 604 B.C
(before compuiers)!

Aunsuncer Lavwy Cosper suprises host Hayden Huddleston!
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ROANOIKE , \JA.
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“Car 54,
where are you?”

s

On black and white television, Car 54 lsaked. identical ts these
WM@W@ﬂIMW@WWWW!&
(1967-63).

Bob Marvin; S & W Managen, Bill Boothe; and co-host, Lee
Gamelt



“Prolile Show” co-hest Kit Jotmson deplanes at Wosdrum
Giold. Horace J;ZWM Enecutive Vice-President and,

U8, Soucator Hovg Buynd, . on " Profile” with cotosts Kt

an arl thow which

Priscilla %wmq co-
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euslve ints “Festival in the Park.”
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Aud tomurrow. The med of
: +n deal with
Adam 12 hove

IN COLOR TONIGHT ON

P Dinector, Mel Linkouns receives citation fon Meritsrions
Do o

miceﬂoml%eﬂ/eg.

ve/1 DRYS.Z
. 700 P.M,SAfURDA;‘S”

WSESTT IO

ROANOKE, VIRGINIA
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While we watched “Stan Treb” and “Adam-72" Lok Hope and
@W Welch entertzined the twops in Vietnam.




arken

(1964 - 70)

as "Daniel Boone”

Robert Dronside a.b.a. @Wm{ Burs, sne
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loin HAYDEN HUDDLESTON for

KLUB Kwiz

(1967-75).




“Geraldine” a.b.a. Ql&p Wilson : ' - . '
(1970-74) Camenaman Glen " Whitey” Rebinson and Geonge @/LWZZ
chonicle the final run of the Poscahsnitas. (fJune 1977)
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GRAHAM KERR
THE
 GALLOPING
!

PM MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

WSlS TV'I.
Super Bowd 111 (1969) Roanoke,Va
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1972




“TODAY”

@WWM%W ameméwofl%e US. Air Yorce
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“The Concheads” on "Sat Night Live” (1975)

The qa[c{en t/ea/zxi" can be W./

N
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Cnachett and Tubbs on “Miami Vice”

. S |
Gilda Radner as Rosann Rosanna-Dana

N\



Richard, Chamberlain won & Goldon Globe in 1963 for ",
Kildare” and again in 1980 for “Shogun.”

&

Ghram "1 " to " Little House an the Prainie” i "Highway
lo Heaven,” WﬁWWW@M#mW
dince 1959
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Toports Drom WHR)-TU

WSLS-TU Peacock Vslleyhall Team (1957)



#7 News team in Unginia (1954)
(L ta 1) Joe Msffatt, News Directsr, Tom Whight, Auchor (Ysur
E880 Repsnrten); Glen Robertssn, Photographen, fim Wealsh,
Reparten; fJohn Gilbenrt, Reporten, fim Shell, Reparter, and £4
Thomas, Sports Direcisn.
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“The Tunmel’, the sndy news
Program of the Yean (1962).

Sthuman and Stan Sweel.
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Omv cwment news leam. Mike Guller, Mark Chambens, Monica
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