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JOHN E. FETZER
Managing Director
Fhe Getzer Broadcasting
Company

A name synonymous with that of
pioneering in the broadcasting world
is that of John E. Fetzer, managing
director of the Fetzer Broadcasting
Company, owners and operators of
WKZO, Kalamazoo and WJEF, Grand
Rapids.

The Board of Directors of the National Association of
Broadcasters, of which John E. Fetzer is a member,
met recently in the Nation’s capitol. The members
are pictured at right as they met on the steps of the
White House with President Harry S. Truman. Mr.
Fetzer, pictured at center just above Mr. Truman, re-
presented all of the radio stations in Indiana and
Michigan.

In 1931 he installed WKZO at Kala-
mazoo, personally designing and
developing the station from studio
to transmitter. The transmitting
plant was of his ownoriginal design.
By 1942 he had brought WKZO to a
full time, 5,000 watt operation plac-
ing it among the nation’s outstanding
stations.

Mr. Fetzer started the operation of
WJEF in Grand Rapids February 5,
1945 and, in slightly more than two
years under his guidance, this Radio
station has forged ahead to a place
in the front line of the country’s
broadcasting operations.

During the war Mr. Fetzer served
in Washington as U. S. Radio Censor.
Mr. Fetzer was responsible for
matters of highest military security
and supervised the censorship apply-
ing to all broadcasting stations op-
erating within the United States as
well as those shortwave stations
sending programs abroad.

His assignment included protection
of suchactivities as the Atomic Bomb
development, RADAR, invasion plans
and ‘‘top secret’’ intelligence acti-
vities. He maintained close liasion
with the United States General Staff,
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Se-
curity Control and the highest diplo-
matic representatives of foreign
governments.

Shortly after the cessation of hostilities in Europe, Mr. Fetzer was invited by General
Eisenhower to tour the European theater and advise the occupation forces on setting up
their Radio activities.

Mr. Fetzer has served four terms as a member of the Board of Directors of the National
Association of Broadcasters. He has served as a member of that group’s Ethics Commit-
tee; member of the Institute of Radio Engineers; member of the Engineering Committee,
National Associationof Broadcasters; Engineering Member, American Society of Military
Engineers and Vice President of the Michigan Broadcasters Association; member of the
Board of Directors of the Kalamazoo Chamber of Commerce and Presidentof the Chamber
in 1941,

Recently, Mr. Fetzer was elected to the Board of Directors of the American National
Bank of Kalamazoo.

He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Emmanuel College at Berrien Springs,
Michigan, in 1927, and later studied mathematics and physics at the Universities of Mich-
igan and Wisconsin.

Mr. Fetzer recently was named chairman of the Committee on Freedom for Radio, an ex-
ecutive committee of the National Association of Broadcasters.

This committee, charged with the protection of a free Radio, consists of outstanding Radio
executives such as the heads of the four major networks and owners of a limited number
of top stations.

Members of the ETO Radio Mission pictured at right
and above included the following: JUSTIN MILLER,
President, National Association of Broadcasters; E.
M. KIRBY, Chief Public Relations Officer, United
States; ]. LEONARD REINSCH, Radio Advisor to
President Truman; MARK WOODS, President, Amer-
ican Broadcasting Company, WILLIAM S. HEDGES,
executive Vice President, National Broadcasting Com-
pany, JOSEPH REAM, Executive, Columbia Broad-
casting Company; R. D. SWEZEY, Executive Vice
President, Mutual Broadcasting System; MORRIS
NOVIC, Radio Advisor to Ex-Mayor LaGuardia; ABEL
GREEN, Editor, Variety; JACK ALICOATE, Editor,
Radio Daily; SOL TAISHOFF, Editor, Broadcasting;
JOSEPH CAIDA, Editor, Billboard; JOHN E. FETZER,
U. S. Censor of Radio; CLAIR R. McCOLLOUGH,
Member, National Associationof Broadcasters, Board
of Directors; COLONEL HARRY C. WILDER, War
Correspondent and President of WSYR; MARTIN
CAMPBELL, Member NAB Board of Directors.

Shown at left are members of the Radio Mission of the
European Theater of Operations just a few days after
V-E day. They are pictured as they posed around the
now famous table in the Little Red Schoolhouse at
Rheims. Mr. Fetzer, who at the time was the United
States Censor of Radio, is shown in the exact center
of the picture. Those battle maps in the background
were Gen. Eisenhower’s personal possession and,
when seen by the Germans, were the final convincing
proof that surrender was imminent.

The mission is seen below at the entrance to Sistine
Chapel in Rome accompanied by two members of the
Swiss Guard. The paintings and statue of Christ in
the background are the original works of Michelangelo.




SALES -- EDUCATION --

DR. WILLIS DUNBAR
Program Direclor

In the educational and public interest field
of radio, WKZO is fortunate to have Dr,
WILLIS DUNBAR as its educational director
as well as its program director.

He brings an unusual background into the
executive staff of the Fetzer Broadcasting
Company and from this background have
come ideas for some of WKZO's outstanding
programs,

One such unusual program is Dr. Dunbar’s
own commentary heard each evening, Mon-
day through Friday, at ten fifteen. Also,
his own program, ‘‘History in the Making”’
and ‘‘Western Michigan Forum’’ take their
places in the front ranks of the top shows.

Dr. Dunbar received his B.A. Degree from
Kalamazoo College in 1924 and went on to the
University of Michigan where he took M.A.
and Ph. D, degrees as well as a Phi Beta
Kappa key.

He started a teaching career as Instructor,
rising to the position of Assistant Professor,
Associate Professor and full Professor of
History at Kalamazoo College. From 1942
he was Dean of the College in charge of the
History Department,

PROGRAMS

JOHN W. O'HARROW
General Sales Manager

As General Sales Manager, JOHN W. (JACK) O'HAR-
ROW holds down the hot spot at the Fetzer Broad-
casting Company.

This embraces all of the sales activities of the Fetzer
Stations, as well as handling the large and important
national spot and network clients.

His background is filled with exceptional experience
and success. Following his school days at Racine,
Wisconsin, O’ Harrow went to work with such enthusi-
asm, a native trait of his, that he became an impor-
tant executive withthe great Butler Brothers Company
of Chicago.

Fourteen years were spent as General Manager of
Butler’'s Sundry Department and Five House Buyer
for that concern. He spenttwo years as General Sales
Manager of the National Toilet Goods Company, Paris,
Tennessee, and another two years as General Sales
Manager of the Remmers Soap Company, Cincinnati ,

Following this he served 12 years as General Sales
Manager of the Bon Ami Company in New York City.

O’Harrowentered the Radiofieldby way of retirement.
Following a successful business career, he purchased
a fruit farm outside of Kalamazoo and settled down to
the life of being a gentleman farmer.

With all of the energy he had toburn, O Harrow couldn t
retire. About this time, John E. Fetzer was looking
for some one tospark the WKZO Sales staff along and
O’Harrow put his spray gun back in the tool shed and
answered the call.

One of the outstanding Radio sales representatives of
the country, O Harrow is well known throughout the
big advertising agencies and in the advertising offices
of the nation’s top clients.

He is a hard driving, likeable gentleman whose ability
is attested to by the many excellent advertising ac-
counts on the Fetzer stations.

ENGINEERING--- ACCOUNTING

CARLE. LEE is Chief Engineer of WKZO
and the Fetzer Broadcasting Company.
He also designed the studios and trans-
mitter layout of our sister station, WJEF
in Grand Rapids,and then went ahead
and installed the operation.

His assignmentis to supervise the Fetz-
er Broadcasting Company technical op-
erations including personnel, design,
construction, installation and mainten-
ance of all technical equipment,

He started with WKZO in 1939 and in
August of 1942 was promoted to the
position he now holds. He was graduated
from the Michigan Academy of Radio
Science in 1939, and during his last year
there was an instructor in Radio theory.

This past year he has served on the fac-
ulty of the Western Michigan College of
Education as a lecturer in Radio Ed-
ucation.

Lee is an associate member of the In-
stitute of Radio Engineers and is presi-
dent of the Kalamazoo Amateur Radio
Club.

Our comptroller at WKZO is ELLSWORTH L. TAIT.
New in the field of Radio, but an old hand when it
comes to accounting and business management, Mr.
Tait spent twenty years as Secretary-Treasurer of
the Libbey Glass Manufacturing Company. Born in
Toledo, Ohio, he is now living at 1015 Lay Boulevard
with his wife and three daughters.

A member of our Accounting Department is WARREN
McPARLAND, a veteran in the advertising business.
Mr. McParland received his education at Tri State
University and is a graduate of Cleveland Advertising
College. He is a native of Moline, Illinois, is now
living at 911 Walwood Place.




BACK STAGE AT WKZO




Pictured on this page are the Engineers and the Control Op-
erators at WKZO. Above are RICHARD STOHRER (left) and
JOSEPH ROTH in the control room. Together, they are trans-
cribing a show to be broadcast later. Roth has studied Elec-
tronics at the Michigan Academy of Radio.

The huge RCA transmitter panel covers the
entire wall of the building. Abont half of it
is shown here as some of the readings are
noted on the intricate dial system by Engin-
eers KENNETH MOORE (left) and ARTHUR
COVELL. It’s a tiring, meticulous and often
thankless job, being an Engineer but without
them, the efforts of the entire remaining
staff would be wasted.

BACK STAGE AT WKZO

Here are two more Control Engineers--
ROBERT CALEY (left) and ERNEST BERRY.
One of the youngest members of our staff,
22-year-old Berry attended the Training
School at Western Michigan College. Caley
is somewhat of an oddity in the Engineering
field, having had eight years training on the
violin,

Abrief tripout to the WKZO transmitter brings us into contact
with two of our Transmitter Engineers--FRANCIS MORSE
and WILLIS JENKINS. The inner workings of the building are
amaze of wires, lights and knobs to the uninitiated and it takes
years of training before these men are licensed by the Federal
Communications Commission to operate the powerful 5000
Watt Transmitter.

These are the women behind the men behind
the mikes--our secretarial staff! WILMA
BEERTEMA is Private Secretary to Man-
aging Director, Mr. Fetzer. Wilma has been
a member of our staff for well over six
years. Before joining us, she spent eleven
years with the Kalamazoo County Department
of Social Welfare.

The secretary to the General Sales Manager is DONNA SOB-
ANSKI, a young lady with a rather unusual family. One of her
sisters is a dancing teacher; another enjoys flying, just re-
turned from Guatemala; and the third is in charge of several
plastic surgery wards at Percy Jones Hospital at Fort Custer.

RUTH WATSON, above, is secretary to the Program Director.
She came to us from the Upjohn Company in the Autumn of
1945. Ruth is an excellent rider, as her horse, Rex, will testi-
fy. She is a graduate of the Western Michigan College of Edu-
cation in Kalamazoo.

‘You've already met our receptionist,
FRANCES FREDERICKS, earlier in the book.
When Fran isn’t behind the desk, she’s either
knitting, roller-skating, playing cribbage,
reading or fishing. She is the youngest
daughter in a family of nine, was born in
Little Rock, Ark.
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Several students from the Speech Department at Western Michigan are
shown as they gather together during a regular broadcast of the pro-
gram, ‘‘Opinion Please’’. Speech instructor ALBERT BECKER is in
the center of the picture with: (1. to r.) DUANE ROBERTS, PAT DUF-
FIN, JAMES DUNCAN and SAM VIRGO. This constitutes only a portion
of the program, the bulk originating from the Columbia Broadcasting

System.

If you enjoy listening to the best in the field of classical music, you’re
certain to appreciate the program, ‘‘Music of the Masters’’, with An-
nouncer RICHARD MARTIN acting as your host and the music brought
to you by means of recordings and transcriptions.

WK ZO0

Each Monday through Friday even-
ing at 5:00, WKZO invites you to
join in ‘“Tello Test’’. This show,
popular throughout the WKZOlisten-

ing area, is emceed by Announcers
HAROLD FITZGERALD (left) and
BOB TAZELAAR.

“‘Find- A-House Party’’ brings tothe WKZO microphone the mosturgent
housing cases, as chosen by the Kalamazoo Housing Commission. These
folks are interviewed in order tolearn exactly what their housing needs
are. This is one of the few such programs on the air today and has
been successful in finding homes for nearly 85% of the people interviewed.

Those kids gathered around the mike in Studio ‘A’ are thoroughly
wrapped up in the strange and wonderful ‘‘Story Land”’ tales broadcast
especially for children each Saturday morning at 8:45. Announcer
JOHN KEENAN is standing at the microphone.



“It’s Time For Johnny’' every Monday through Saturday mor-
ning at 6:45 and again at 11:30. JOHNNY VANDEN BOSCH,
sings the kind of folk songs his listeners want to hear. And,
judging from the number of requests he receives weekly his
listeners are many and faithful.
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Think hard! Do you think you know any songs the Expert can’t
play? If so, drop a postcard to Radio Station WKZO and,who
knows,maybe you can ‘‘Beat the Expert.”’ The show is heard
at 9:45 each morning, Monday through Friday. HAROLD FITZ-
GERALD, chief announcer and production director is shown
above (left) with the Expert himself. Harold hails from Chicago,
and may also be heard on ‘“‘Musical Clock,”” ““Tello-Test’” and
the ‘‘Bing Crosby Record Show.”’

WKZO

‘“‘Hymns That Live’’ in the memories
of WKZO’s many listeners are
broadcast three times weekly over
this station. The voice behind the

hymns is that of BILL HUNT (center).

Bill was born in Norfolk England
and has been in radio since 1940.
He is now living on a small farm

near Kalamazoo and lists farming
as his favorite hobby. The announcer
on this program is MARY RYAN
(right). Mary is a native of Kala-
mazoo and designs hatsin her spare
time. They may both be heard on
the ‘‘Scrap Book of Memories’’ each
Thursday evening.

Shown above during a period of relaxation is WKZO Announcer
MELVIN. HAAVIND. Melvin was born in Hastings, Michigan,
and is the newest member of the WKZO staff. He majored in
speech at Western Michigan College, studied voice at Inter-
lochen National Music Camp and sang with a dance band while
serving with the U. S. Navy. He has his own collection of
classical and popular records which he studies when not on
duty at the station.

Announcer BOB TAZELAAR is the youngest member of the
WKZO staff. One of the more popular programs for popular
music lovers is the 590Club heard each week-day at 12:45 p.m.
Bob also attended National Music Camp at Interlochen, and is
now studying at Western Michigan College in Kalamazoo.



CHARLES COLLINGWOOD, veteran
CBS newsman, is heard each eve-
ning at ten o’clock, bringing you the
latest national and international
news.

Another top CBS commentator is
BILLHENRY, presentedover WKZO
each Monday through Friday eve-
ning at 7:55,
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DR. WILLIS DUNBAR is renowned through-out WKZO’s
listening area as an outstanding commentator on
world’s news. His clear concise interpretation tends
to keep the listeners fingertips on the happenings of
today’s world at large.
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Before the news hits the airways it must be carefully compiled and edited in the
WKZO news room in order to give the listeners complete unbiased information.
Pictured above inside the News Room are WKZO's News Editor TONY GASTON
(right) and News Reporter DAVE WILLIAMS.

Every Saturday and Sunday at 7:55
p.m. over WKZO you may hear a
crisp summary of international news
brought to you by veteran reporter
NED CALMER.

IVEN BY THE

ll Five days a week at 5:45 p.m. CBS
and WKZO present “‘ROBERT
TROUT With the News Till Now.”’
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Backed by years of experience as a sports writer and

as an Athletic Director, LEN COLBY came to WKZO

as Sports Director in 1945. He is shown above during ' : .

one of his daily broadcasts known as the “March of y issp‘:;;s‘I‘?)‘lge‘:_;‘:;‘::;,[‘ehicn‘:;‘:ll}bi;g;o;f‘i:;;%r;% s};Stexl!;
Sports’’, heard each evening, Monday through Friday, hear him often as he broadcasts sports new:s ofoll;a—
on WKZO. tional interest over WKZO.

What’s the latest inside news from the world of sports ?. ‘ ‘.' =N \ b b R : ‘ (A
Colby passes that information on to an assembly of YWl TAL 4 - ; : ' : .

High School students in Kalamazoo. It takes more than one person to bring you the play«

by-play broadcast of a basketball game as you can
readily see in the photo at left. Shown at the WKZO
broadcasting booth are (1. to r.): Two engineers,
BOB TAZELAAR, who does the half-time ‘‘color’’;
LEN COLBY, doing the actual play-by-play, and one
of the spotters.
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‘“‘Know Your City’’ is a public service program on
WKZO devoted entirely to telling listeners about the
Discussing the important and informative various organizations in Kalamazoo.

issues of the day is the task of members of

the ‘‘Western Michigan Forum’)a weekly fea-

ture on WKZO. Shown above at extreme

right is DR. LEONARD C. KERCHER of Governor KIM SIGLER is pictured

Western Michigan College, moderator of the above at his home on the night of
program, his election.

DR. WILLIS DUNBAR, program director at WKZO
is pictured in front of the stations booth interviewing
one of the exhibitors at the County Fair grounds.

Several officials of the New York Central Railroad
are shown with DR. DUNBAR in anexclusive interview

‘‘Here’s To Western Michigan Youth,’’ is a regular
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the railroad in

Saturday afternoon public service feature of WKZO

and dedicates itself to the high school students in the Announcer HARRY TRAVIS is Kalamazoo. :

station’s listening area. It features an interview, shown in an exclusive interview Members of the feminine sex also
music and drama furnished by the various high schools with TE UNIS DENUYL, contact rep- figure in todays farm news. DR.
talented youth. Second from left in the above picture resentative for the Veterans Ad- WILLIS DUNBAR interviews two of
is the director of the program MARGARET L. ME YN. ministration workingout of the sub- the winners at the fair.

regional office in Kalamazoo.
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Right: Here CARL COLLIN is shown
during an interview with a fruit
specialist for the Daily Spraying
Guide for the benefit of the fruit
growers of Michigan.

Left: CARL COLLIN, WKZO Farm
Service Director is shown inter-
viewing two local farmerson ‘‘Farm
Time’’ a six-day weekly feature of
this station. Carl is a graduate of
Oberlin College and was employed
by the Information Service of the
United States Department of Agri-
culture before joining the staff of
WKZO.
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Right: Written and produced par-
ticularly for the feminine radio au-
dience are many of WKZO’s day-
time serials. One of the most pop-
ular of these is ““The Strange Ro-
mance of Evelyn Winters’’ starring
TONI DARMAY.

Right: Plenty of friendly chatter
and helpful hints designed especially
for the ladies, may be heard each
morning Monday through Friday at
8:45, on the show entitled ‘“Women
Today’’ featuring a mistress and
master of ceremonies, JOAN CAR-
TER and OTIS GASTON,

Right: A large crowd gathers to wit-
ness the broadcast as Carl inter-
views several farmerettes at the
Ionia County Fair. Aside from his
““Farm Time’’ program, Carl may
also be heardon his ‘‘Farm Service”’
show eachafternoon Monday through
Friday at 12:15,

Vivacious JANET WALDO in the
title role of ‘‘Meet Corliss Archer’’
returned to the Columbia network
8:00 p.m. Sunday, April 26,
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OUR STUDIOS

On ‘these pages are views represent-
ative of WKZ0O’s modern achieve-
ment; many of the offices and much
of the equipment is omitted for
lack of space in this book.

Studio A from the observation corridor win-
dow. Behind double plate-glassis the setting
for many of WKZO's musical features. The
announcer’s stand, relay panel and overhead

Studio B, opposite Studio A, is dec-
orated in similar modern manner,
and sound insulated for the most
efficient broadcasting results. De-
signed by expert radio engineers,
WKZO’s studios are considered of
the finest in the mid-west.

monitor-speaker are just right of the window.

Left--The entrance and main cor-
ridor of WKZO’s Burdick Hotel
home. This picture was taken from
the Control Room, looking forward
to the reception desk. Studios A
and B are in the left and right fore-
ground, respectively; our offices
are nearer the entrance.
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Well there you have it, the story
of WKZO.

The people you have just met ap-
preciate the listening loyalty you
have given us, the friendship you
have shown and we are deeply
conscious of the responsibility you
have placed in us for continued good
programming in the public interest.
As Western Michigan continues to
move forward in the years ahead, so
will WKZO continue to expand and
improve its services.

Remember, as we do at WKZO, that
“"First in Western Michigan’’ is more
than just a slogan, it is symbolic of
our determination to do, day in and
day out, a good job . . . better.
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