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ON THE COVER: Margaiet
Dutton, one of WIBW'S re
ceptionints.
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A good many times when you folks walk up on the front porch shown on this page and come on in to our studios in Topeka,
it's because of a special program that keeps the place busier than a dining room inlf of threshers. So, no matter how much we'd
like to, there is no time to introduce you to our whole crowd —and there zre pleaty in our station family.

Well, it just seemed like a pretty swell idea if we could open all the doors for you, and show you how many folks go to bat
for you every day around the graceful rooms of Senator Capper’'s old home. Afier all, you neighbors have boosted WIBW
until it is a station recognized from coast to coast for its prosperous and friendly audience, so we're mighty glad to give you
this album.

As you look through the following pages, remember that thxs/Ls our way /Ls\aymg that all our programs and efforts are devoted

and dedicated to you.
/7 Z
BEN LﬁDY ;;7

General Manager, WIBW.
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LET'S MEE

NO INTRODUCTION is necessary to U.S.
Senator Arthur Capper, owner of Radio
Station WIBW, nationally prominent pub-
lisher, native Kansan and leader in Ran-
sas enterprise, both private and public.
Just a vyear after the invention of the
phenominal “audio tube,” which made
radio broadcasting possible, Arthur Cap-
per obtained a license io establish one of
American's pioneer broadcasting stations
... WIAP, atop the Capper Publications
Building in Topeka. That was in 1922,
when the lack of radio receiving sets
made the service a rather empty gesture.
The WJIAP license was surrendered,
therefore, until the new industry should
come into its own. Senator Capper re-
entered the radio field in 1927 with the
purchase and removal of WIBW to
Topeka, and since that day he has re-
mained a leader of radio’s public service
in the middle west.

SHIRT SLEEVES AND A SMILE are the
atmosphere of the office of Ben Ludy,
General Manager of WIBW. It's a fact
that he put on the handsome coat shown
here, just for the picture. Ben Ludy is
well-schooled in mid-western radio and
believes you can't guide a plow with
your finger-tips — you've got to roll up
your sleeves and grab on hard. That is
the way he has managed his career in
advertising and broadcasting for a decade
and a half.

Soon after leaving the University of lowa,
Ben Ludy set his hoe into the new soil
of broadcasting. In Nebraska radio and
lowa advertising work he developed a
broad insight into the needs and likes of
people in the prairie states. In 1933 he
came to Topeka, became assistant mana-
ger of WIBW in 1935 and general mana-
ger in 1938. Tending the expanding
business of WIBW throughout the nation
keeps Mr. Ludy away from Topeka much
of the time, and leaves to Mrs. Ludy the
duties of remodelling the Topeka home
they recently acquired.


www.americanradiohistory.com

—

ALL-AROUND FELLOW is smiling Hilton Hodges. Arnounc-
ing, writing, prcducing, or what-have-you come within his
scope. Since "that fateful day” in May, 1913, Hilton has
moved his career from Nebraska tc Minnesota (For his col-
lege education), back to Nebraska (Into his first radio job)
and to Kansas (To join WIBW). Versatile Mr. Hodges likes
everyone, and is liked by all. Married? Shore thing.

FARM BOY WHO MADE GOOD — and will continue to do
so—1is Elmer Curtis, this earnest fellow in shirt sleeves.
Around September first Elmer delivered his 14C0th broadcast
of the H. D. Lee Noon News, and he handles other announc-
ing and writing, as well. Born in Linceln County, educated
for law in Nebraska, winner of an international oratorical
contest, he transfers his laurels this year to youngest daugh-
ter (There- are four children), Jo Suzan, who won the title
of "Little Miss Topeka."”

WWW.amernias

NATIONAL RECOGNITION was accorded Art Holbrook in
1936 for his handling of Presidentimber Alf M. Landon's cam-
bined-radio-network broadcasts from Topeka. But Art directs
production, special events and dramatics for WIBW, too.
Seasoned as a stock company actor and musician, after leav-
ing college, Art first met radio announcing at WIBW in 1934
and has remained and progressed with us since that day.
He is still single

RECOGNIZED AUTHORITY on radio market reporting, Gene
Shipley (Trajan Clane Shipley, in full) reaps popularity with
his easy announcing style and knowledge of trading on his
reports. lowa-born Gene, onetime theatre owner, used to be
a "ham" radio operator — he owned the third station to be
built in Nebraska. In 1934 he moved his 6 feet, 1 inch into
broadcasting, and joined our WIBW bunch in 1939.

S ALY
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CBS SOUGHT our Director of Music and Programs, Maudie
Shreffler, on two occasions. She, however, chose tc remain
with WIBW, and in her rative Topeka. Constantly smiling
and sympathetic, Maudie has talents in many directions: Her
comedy skits are favorites; Edmund Denney’'s theme song
attests her composing skill; “The Kansas Roundup’ is her
production “child;” she finds time for sports and crccheting.

YOUNGEST ANNOUNCER on our WIBW word-wielding
staff is Lee Hoyt, blond and so close to twenty-two years
that daylight can’t show through the gap. News, drama and
general evening assignments feature his “across the table”
style and easy Tennessee diction. Lee received his education
and dramatic training around Kansas City — aimed to be an
actor before announcing caught him. Yes, he's still single.
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VETERAN IN RADIC is Homer Cunningham, whko joinad our
staff less than a yea- ejo, but has been i1 radio since 1925.
At about the same ‘ime, and ‘n similar manner to Graham
McNamee, Homer ctarted radio —as a singe:. Since then,
our West Virginia six footer has done rad:o ectiny, announs-
ing, directing, writing and ccmedy on B3, -egional net-
works and prominext stations. Homer is married and thirty-
three.

EARNEST AND EX?ERT, best known rad.o new:cpecialist in
Kansas, is Joe Nickzll, who analyzes wcrld affeirs for you
each evening. In newsoaper teporting since boyhood, “Big
Nick” (6 feet, 2 inchss tall) represents tha third ganeration of
journalists. Practicng lawyer, State lsgkslazcr, National
Guard Officer and diligent student of world events, Joe is
busy — but finds fite for his family erd h:s -arm.
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"GIRL FRIDAY" could be the title of Edna Hann, serious and
soft-spoken secretary to Ben Ludy. Edna first encountered
the strange behavior of a radio organization when she came
to work for WIBW in 1935. Her father is a farmer.

NOTIFIER of what's happening when and by whom is
Charles Hill, Director of Publicity for WIBW. Charlis keeps
you posted by radio and newspaper of our programs.
Through one of his Washburn College professcrs, he was
directed to our staff in 1937 . . . soon fcund himself announc-
ing, besides his publicity-merchandising work. Charlie is a
sincere, single 24-year-old native Topekan.

WWW. america
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OUR COVER GIRL —in more formal pose — was this WIBW
evening-receptionist, Margaret Dutton. She supplements her
studies at Washburn College with receiving ocur visitors.
Tennis keeps her well painted with brown.

OUT INTO THE STATE goes vivacious Frances Allen to turn
out "home-talent” acts patterned after characters and features
at WIBW. A demon for hard work, Frances directs her Home
Talent Bureau with a swift efficiency learned in several years
of experience in Chicago and through Missouri. Her own
comedy character, ""Suzie Q. Sizzle,” becomes part of her
local productions.



www.americanradiohistory.com

‘1Y ,J9pedl-Bun,, pue paquie] ‘g ‘Xaj ‘uo axe jybur of jjor -axnjord suyy ur Burjeo] smoj[aj jo pmord Bunfool-Bunolk ayj jnoqe Bupfie; axe am puy

jsutty poob e jo

sfeym e pey pue ‘sBuocs umo 1131} JO sxy00q AIAY} UBLIM ‘p[IOM BYJ jnoybnory; asn I0f oSlsnur I1dY] paqudsuel] pue papiodal ‘siaboy Aoy pue Anyny ausp se siejs
yons Yjim ,S3TAOW,, JPBUI ‘SJBJS BUO UJ SPI0D3I IDUBPUBIR-2IJRAY] L] USA01] 'SBOUSIPNE YIOMJIU JSEOD 0] JSB0d 0] paurrcjiad aaey Asyj — wiayj uop o} joe orper jsiy
auy aram Aayj — syey ,uoqreb-uay, mayy yjrpy Bunurojied jo adAy Axess ypm paryoed-uwrel useq saey siead asoyy puy CAepyprq Yjuaajiryj s pajerqaed Apeaafe
sey jojuinb , smepmQ, a2y pue suo-Aq-auo ur awed sioq zayjo ay] -Buruurbaq Y] IaM WAY] JO OM] Y} puk UMoj auroy ayj ut uysny uog dn psyooy [y ‘[[@M
LSMEINO Butoye{Q,, paurej

-Aqreuornjeurajur ayy oy dn pring pmom dnoib Aogmod e jo uoysebbns 1ayj jeyy mouq JUpIp 3 ‘aijeayj BWOYR[Y( UE Ul SI2UTeJIdjua aYj Of [ej of abeysyoeq juam
1asne[) [y ybBru ayj ‘ssuejsur 10 -aimyny Buisudins e jo Buruuibaq ayy aq Aew 1 ynq ‘Afsnorras Aq[eradse ayej juop am jey; suaddey Suryjswos os 10 Aep A1eagz

T\ SHITEG GO0



www.americanradiohistory.com

Above—

From right out of the Ozark hill courtry came the newest
additions to our WIBW family. At the left is Earl Bledsoe.
The other happy fellow is Ralph Hunt. Their homespun
songs with the five-strinz guitar twinkling by ‘Ralph’ really
brightens the day.

Right—Slim Phillips can’t hide the sly, humorous glint in his
eye any more than he cen keep from drawing glowing tones
out of his fiddle. Some of the finest bards in the land have
known his music. Slim & constantly turning out impromptu
comedy — whenever he isn’t doing “sweet” or “hoe-down"
wsith the bow.

WWW.americanratiakistar 7 c ot
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ONE OF THE FINEST, as eithe: tencr or good fellow, Edmund “THE LONESOME COWBCY, ' Rey Fanlkner, is one of the =
Denney has achieved his success in total blindness. A folks at WIBW who are up with tae earliest of you for a
scholarship from the Nebraska School for the Blind was his breakfast menu of music. The “l>nesome” part of his title :
reward for excellence in country schools where lessons had applies not at all to his private life . . . Jook at that grin II
to be read to him. He learned the 3raille system of reading roll:ng off our staircase! Rey started his “gitter-singin’ " over

and writing, studied music, won a radio amateur contest in Kansas City, but he handles a gun like 3 woodsman.

and is extending his popularity daily. Edmund is married
and just turned thirty.

ROLLIN' GUT to anotner Kansas somnunity goes the WIBW “Kansas Roundup” staff for another stage-broadcast in our Good
Will Tour for 1940. These hilarious shows, broadcast direct from the stage of each town visited, inclids nearly the whole kit
and kabecodle” of our crcwd. Onz question bothers us: “Who ha: mecre fun, the audience or o1r banch?”
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Above—THE SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS"” doesn’t specify WHICH hills.
He — Bill Wilhite, by name — has appeared on stations in most of the
states, and has been a radio feature in France, Germany, Belgium and
England. From pinnacle to foundation, Bill marks the tape at & feet,
2% inches, has blue eyes, a romantic voice and a large stack of daily
fan mail Soberly attentive in this picture, Bill has a ready smile for
everyon=. Yep . .. he's "unroped.”

Abcve Bight — AT THE AGE OF TWENTY she came to WIBW to take
over the duties of a secretary in our offices. Kathryn Young, thus, has
been here five years. She was born out in Pomona, Kansas, is now
married, and hobbys in drawing, singing and cooking.

Right—SELF-TAUGHT accordion “virtuosoloist,” Ole Livgren, was never
as much as tcld how to squeeze one of the contraptions! In 1928 he
bought an accordion, studied it out by himself for a year, and did a
"Horatio Alger” success leap into radio! Furthermore, “The Swede"
doubles on piano and organ, plays character roles, makes amateur
movies, builds models ¢f ships and things, is married and has been
in radio singe 1929.

Below Right — "WHAT'S WHEN"” on WIBW depends a lof on Ruth
Nickell —she makes up the schedules. We should refer to Ruth as
Mrs. Joe Nickell, wife of our news analyst, and she shares with him
the hobbies of their farm and their pure-bred horses.

Below — TWELVE YARS WED” is the combination of “Henry and
Jerome.” Henry is on the right and Jerome on the left. And it was
over a dozen years ago that they teamed up to broadcast from stations
throughout the country. In 1930 they were awarded a gold medal by
Radio Digest, having been judged the most popular radio entertainers
in the Middle West by listeners in 1¢ states! Today they are one of
the oldest duos in the radio field. Compose songs too!
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Barbara Luddy is noted from coast to coast for her parts in

the CBS "First Nighter” dramas.

Kate Smith conducts the famous
Smith Hour” over WIBW-CBS.

“Kate

Glenn Miller and his orchestra turn out sweet-swing melodies
over the WIBW-CBS loop

Kenny Baker, crystal-tenor and stooge
on the Columbia-WIBW “Star Theatre” Betty Lou Gerson takes the title role in
broadcasts. “Arnold Grimm's Daughter.”

Ve
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"HEARTS AND FLOWERS"” might well have walted from the TELEPHONES, TAPPINGS CR TORRENTS OF RAIN enter the

wings in a scene of this type on the old tent-show stage. drama to create the setting ¢r mood. Actor Tom McGinmnis,

Left tc right: Miriam DuMars, Peter Hoexter, Ralph Moody remembered as the popular {g: Mictael O'Leary >t “Crire

and Renna Hunter in WIBW's studio "“A." Patrcl” dramas, sets his hard to the sound-effects durirg a
“Golden Eel: Tent Show' Lbrcadcast.

THE GOLDEN BELT TENT SHOW

Harking back to the days when tent-shows were familiar sights up and down the “golden belt” of the nation, Art Holbrook
is bringing WIBW listeners a revival of many of the old melodramas and comedies of yesteryear.

This Friday evening presentation makes no attempt at satyrizing or burlesquing the plays that packed the early-century
theatres and tents, but directs his casts to a sincere interpretation of nearly forgotten plots.

The photographs on this page portray some of the action incident to “The Golden Belt Tent Show"” broadcasts.

“SAVE MY CHEEILD!", gasps Maureen Dawdy (center), and the director and his cast await the liming of her plea before the
villain snarls. From the left: Lee Hoyt, director Art Holbrook, Miss Dawdy, Waldo Haywood and Helen Deeter.
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Chuck Wayre, organizer of “The Arizona
Range Riders,” takes his music just as
serious as he looks here. The West Vir-
ginia town of Jane Lew (That's the right
name) turned out this fine natural musi-
cian. Chuck plays guitar, mandolin,
trumpet and set of bottles — filled with
water at varying levels for a xylophone
effect.

Clark Wayne is Chuck’s younger brother. The two boys got
off in different directions with their music back in West
Virginia and just recently “merged” out here. One of the
finest electric guitarists between Savannah and Seattle, Clark
has been taking a deal of applause with dance bands for

several years.

. g !
" ¥

Johnny Zivich makes this confession:
Although he was born near Chicago, he’ll
cast his vote for the great plains any day
— and three times a day, if necessary!
Yep, Johnny's violin was nesver quite in-
spired until he hit for Iowa, California,
Idaho, Oregon and Kansas . . . you knew
his music, now.

last year.

Dean Eacker took a look at this picture
and accused photog Burt Pollard of steal-
ing the bass fiddle he was holding. But
Dean never lacks for instruments, being
equally clever with the guitar, violin or
banjo . . . and he sings, too. Dean — from
up Nebraska way — is married, has a son
and daughter.

Virginia Lee, with her smile, waving red hair, blue eyes and
spritely manner should be enough . . . but then add her low
kallad voice, and the situation is ideal. Virginia was born
in Alabama some 19 years ago, did radio balladreaming in
Arkansas and West Virginia before “joinin’ up” with WIBW
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PROGNOSTICATING FIDDLER, amazing whistler, erstwhile
steam engineer, auctioneer and lumber-jack from Missouri

. and that should identify the jovial Colonel Combs,
WIBW's ola time fiddle wizard. The “Cunnel's” weather
predictions, without benefit of pressure meters, precipitation
gauges and such, match the marvels of his music-making.
Anyone who believes men should retire at 55 should meet
Col. Combs — he's just getting under way.

THREE STARTED OUT as radio representatives of the McRay
family, but raven-haired Catherine McKay remains, alone.
“The Raw Valley Ramblers” and “The Rhythmettes” are still
remembered for their WIBW shows. Fate dealt an unkind
blow to the trio of harmonizing youngsters who comprised
these programs and Catherine, the oldest, carries on as
soprano soloist on our principal features.

“"CHARACTOR,” might be a coined name for Ralph Moody,
the fellow who becomes “Uncle Abner,” "“Uncle Ralph,”
“Daddy Bill Lee,” singer, writer or announcer as the radio
situation may require. Here, without make-up, he pleases
Maudie Shrefiler, the “Roundup” gang and you listeners as
“Uncle Abner.” A veteran stage actor, Ralph has worked
with and known such stars as Edward Arnold, Victor Moore,
Willie and Eugene Howard, Ginger Rogers, Zlark Gable and
Warner Baxter. In the picture at the left, Ralph Moody be-
comes “1Jncle Abner” . . . barber, postmaster, constable and
the towr’s chief source of information. More about his “Post
Office — Barber Shop” on page 26.

R —
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® 0
. OPERATORS
ofF
WIBW'S
"MYSTERIES”

Left — Chief Engineer Karl Troeglen
directs the technical phases of
WIBW's broadcasts. Karl came to
WIBW in 1930 and became our chief

engineer in 1933,

Right — Chester Wallack
logs the meters at the
transmitter as a record
that WIBW remains
within its power Limits
and at the exact fre-
quency assigned con-
stantly.

Left—Lewis Dickensheets
calls WIBW's MasterCon-
trol Room from the trans-
mitter operations panel
in the new plant seven
miles west of Topeka. Di-
rect line communications
are essential botween the
two points at all times.

Right — Harold Ruff re-
places a $300.00, water-
cooled tube in WIBW's
modern, high-powered
transmitter. The entire
station must be turned off
before the grilled doors
to the transmitter will
open.

Above — MUSICALLY MIGHTY, despite his brief 5 feet,
3 inches, is Otho "Hoppe" Corbin —so nicknamed
when he made a billiard shot suitable for the cue-king
Willy Hoppe. Otho has recently concenirated on the
cello, after years of performing on that instrument and
trombone, baritone horn and saxophone, as well.
Throughout the middle west, he has played with sym-
phonies, opera companies, a U. S. Cavalry band and in
thearre orchestras. Otho rules at WIBW as librarian
of sheet music and transcriptions.

Above Left — PIONEERS in HKansas were Fay Wirt's
torebearers. Her family still occupy the homestead at
Wheaton that was established 86 years ago. After sec-
retarial school and a year as stenographer for the state
legislature, Fay jolned WIBW in 1938.

Left — FEATURED AT EIGHTEEN as violinist with the
Thomas Musical Presentation Group, Jud Miller started
moving in the best music circles early. He came west
in 1924 for theatre pit work and landed in radio. His
first program, incidentally, was announced by the fel-
low to become announcer for “Amos & Andy,” Bill Hay.
Musical psychoanalysis and philosophy are Jud's two
profound-sounding interests — don’t ask us what they
arel

15

WWW.americanrad


www.americanradiohistory.com

. - =

e s
P = wgl

L1 - 3 e

R o — -
@52 a8 180 e ane 00 ron ot ow

o

-

‘100[} AqQo] sYyj JO jyow pedejur jrews
8y} syoo[Isao sap uondedser ayj pue 'spis Isyjla uo
sIopuiod 8Yyj jueq sjieijrod s, 1ejs jo seue[[er) -ubisep
[njeoR16 B Ul SOUBIJUS JUOI} SY] WOIJ SpPES] 'SOIPNJS
-9wIoY INo jo aweyjy [RIjusd ‘asedllels sy — , 0, Isjus)

‘@snoy ayj jo
pue syj je epueiea ajealid POISAOD B O] SS900B 9AIB
uebio sy jo jybu1 ey oF s100(] ‘1| 9y Je eoerdalry ayy
jsutefe [sued pue qs9p §,I9oUNOUUR PUER ISUIOD SYJ Ul

uebio adid spr yimw ‘,y,, o1pnyg paysiqeise sey AAgIM
‘woor Buiai] 1edde)) snoweds 1su10} 8yj u] — , o, mo[ag

‘woor Buurp
,s1edde]) oYy sem jeym Ul ‘wooI §,I90UNOUUR PUR SMBU
eyl st JJ9[ oYl Y ‘oI JO em AIsAs uIOl} suesuey]
pue ‘uoruf] sYyj ul 8jejs Alaas WIOIJ SS[RIOU JO UOIS
-sedoxd 8Yyj paydiem sBY JRYJ }OO[D S,I8YyjejpurIls) Oyj
spuejs [jys Aqqoq uonydesey s MgIM U —.V. Mo[ed

e A —————
= - I et

‘arqissod — { ;
e[qeiolue jsowr eyj jutod jeyj je Gutuejsi] Ined Buidesy o] pejoAep 6 Jjejs INO jo
jlopye A1oao pue ‘uoydoool IBO[D I0] UOHEBOO] 2310YU0 B 61 08§ '[BIp OIpuI INOA uQ
‘JyBru je spem 0001 pue swijAep 10} spRs 000§ OF Iemod syt pasesioul p I IBoA
jBYJ pue 'pge1 Ul OIpRI 10J PoJ[spowsIl Fom obed SIY} UO UMOYS SWI0O0I 8Yyj usym
Buyyss ofpnys swoy enbrun e ojur pe[ires MEIM ‘SNYL eolAles orjgnd-twag ur
utewssI J1 yeyy aitsap s,redde]) 10jeusg sem J1 pue ‘siesd Auew 10} o1 [eontjod pus
[BI00S SBSUBL] JO SPROI-SSOID OYJ USdq peY ‘sBSUBY JO IOUIDAOY) se paalss 1adde)
Inyuy o(ysm sroddep eyj Aq pordnooo pue j[ing ses jeyj ewoy pjo ‘snotoeib ey,

‘Burping eouerinsuj sjIT 8Alasey

[euorjeN oy doje ueyj pue [8j0 YmeyAe[ Oyj ur jsify soipnjs yjm ‘exedo] of 1
paaow pue ‘eueipu] ‘frodsueBoT ut MEIM UOlEls parnboe redde)) Iojeusg £g6l U]
‘Aep eunyioddo aioul B JIEME O — POSIIWSIp 38m esudrspra

Burseopeoiq mau 8y o5 -Aepol UeYJ WOOIITE eIoW Yonu Ybnoyje — sjas Buiareoar
[euolseooo A[uo alem 8Iayj Ioj ‘otper Aolus pnoo eojdoed moj siep esoyj ui ing
‘1oar 1ddississijpy

3Yj JO ysam asuo puooes ayj ‘eyedo] ul Buteq ojur swed uoljejs oIlpel Issuold
,BUSURY pUv peUIgiqo sem ©8US0[] Y -AJI[Eel B BUNIROPROIG SPRW UOjUBAUL
,2qny oipne, ayj Isje 1BSA 8YJ ‘ggél Ul oiper jo saijijiqissod jsea aYj Of pejorRIjjm
eweoeq redde]) mmypy ,jA[Yjoows SUNI I8ASU 0AO[ eniy, jeyy Buides ayj enij moy

«d) NIKIL34,
QNV IWOH S.M8IM

& St

H_ot:._f. _. -

"

'S9D1}}0 100[} puocdes 9y} woij
UMmOp §OO[ oM SE pedY ITRJS 8YJ JB U8ss SI [[amdg ArJ
IO gIM AIRI[IXNY ‘suosess wrey aa1yj ayj Buroidep
smopulm-jeInu sse[f peaiojoo ybnoiyjy pejeurwnl s
eseorrejs psjpuids auy ayj jo Buipue| syl —, 3, Mmo[sg

‘swoy s,1eddey) 1ojeusg jo Alog
“Balssuos oYy AMruibuo sem | g, oIpnyg—, (1, Mmoleqg

‘®fadoy ur ‘Jg yjueas[y Ie
‘PAld ®Yedo], uo ‘MEIM JO soipnys-swoy eyl — ybry


www.americanradiohistory.com

Right — Chester Wallack
logs the meters at the
transmitter as a record
that WIBW remains
within its power limits
and at the exact fre-
quency assigned con-
stantly.

Left—Lewis Dickensheets
calls WIBW's MasterCon-
trol Room from the trans-
miiter operations panel
in the new plant seven
miles west of Topeka. Di-
rect line communications
are essential between the
two points at all times.

Right — Harold Ruff re-
places a $300.00, water-
cooled tube in WIBW's
modern, high-powered
transmitter. The entire
station must be turned off
before the grilled doors
to the transmitter will
open.

e 0
OPERATORS
of
WIBW'S
"MYSTERIES"

Left — Chief Engincer Karl Troeglen
directs the technical phases of
WIBW's broadcasts. HKarl came to
WIBW in 1930 and became our chief
engineer in 1933,

Above — MUSICALLY MIGIITY, docpite his brief 5 feet,
3 inches, is Otho “Hoppe"” Corbin —so nicknamed
when he made a billiard shot suitable for the cue-king
Willy Hoppe. Otho has recently concentrated on the
cello, after years of performing on that instrument and
trombone, baritone horn and saxophone, as well
Throughout the middle west, he has played with sym:
phonies, opera companies, a U.S. Cavalry band and in
theatre orchestras. Otho rules at WIBW as librarian
of sheet music and transcriptions.

Above Left — PIONEERS in Kansas were Fay Wirt's
forebearers. Her family still occupy the homestead at
Wheaton that was established 86 years ago. After sec-
retarial schoo! and a year as stenographer for the state
legislature, Fay joined WIBW in 1938.

Left — FEATURED AT EIGHTEEN as violinist with the
Thomas Musical Presentation Group, Jud Miller started
moving in the best music circles ecarly. He came west
in 1924 for theatre pit work and landed in radio. His
first program, incidentally, was announced by the fel-
low to become announcer for “Amos & Andy,” Bill Hay.
Musical psychoanalysis and philosophy are Jud's two
profound-sounding interests —don’t ask us what they
are!
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Eugene Panissidi can hear what is coming
through on the Columbia Broadcasting
System line while WIBW programs are
originating in our home-studios in
Topeka.

John Heslip is “riding gain” (Regulating
the volume and mixing the sound im-
pulses from each microphone) on a studio
program. Intensity of the sound must be
kept within rigid limits.

Clyde Howe, at one of WIBW's transcrib-
ing machines, sets the pick-up head to
reproduce a previously-recorded pro-
gram. To "cut” these transcriptions, dia-
mond points are used.

WIBW's new Transmitter Plant building is located in the
bottom land of the Kaw Valley. Here, radial ground wires
extend over 622 acres to assure perfect transmission from
our lofty 445 foot antenna mast.

Master Control Room at our Topeka home-studios was once
Senator Capper's den. From it one has a view of either
studio. The “mixing panel” in the center of the tall rack
is the point from which all local pregrams are regulated.

The operations rcom of WIBW's 5000 watt transmitter. The
shield enclosing the high-voltage apparatus is along the
left wall, with the operations panel at rear right. WIBW
engineers must exercise extreme carz in working in the
vicinity of the tremendous electrical current.

WIBW's Emergency Power Plant at the transmitter is capable
of generating enough current to operate our 5000 watt trans-
mitter should line power from outside fail. Thus, our radio
area is assured service even in drastic emergency.
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THIRTY FOREIGH COUNTRIES and most of the United States
have heard the clarinet, trumpet, oass fiddle, flute or me.o-
phone music played by Kasper Malone, maestro and tiile
character of “Pappy Chizzelfinger's Band.” Versatile and a
clever comedian, Kasper is hard ta tie down to a real serious
five minutes. Originally from Paducah, Kentucky comes
this 31-year-old virtuoso who stands 5 feet, 4 inches high.

.
& L=

THERE'S NO TELLING just what, or who, Billy Baucom is
going to be from one moment to another. As he walks out
into the sunlighi, here, he is strictly his mother’s son, but at
unheralded moments he may become a tap dancer, a WIBW
salesman, trap-drummer, announcer, black-faced ""Cipher” or
balladeer of most any type of song . . . and all packed into
5 feet, 4 inches of a man who was born in Missouri in 1909.
At the age of 13 Billy was a “trouper” and stuck fo if, marry-
ing his dancing pardner, for neasrly 15 years

3 ——— T

& WWw ames

nr.

Dis hyr am "CIPHER,” who am Billy Baucom!

A BRILLIANT RECORD was the result of Roy “Dude Hank"
Carlson’'s wanderings away from his home in Topeka. This
six-footer waded into the limelight of drama, dance bands
and radio music from coast to coast. He has acted with the
well-known McOwen Stock Company; trumpeted for bands
like Ted Fio Rito's; broadcast on “The Lady Esther Sere-
nade,” performed in halls like Chicago’s Edgewater Beach
Hotel; played many CBS and NBC shows. As arranger and
trumpeter, Dude plays a big part in WIBW music features.

STOT VU e s N—
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QUICK POPULARITY came to Hal Bolan when he moved
into his first radio job here at WIBW. Tall, blond, blue-eyed
Wichitan, Hal studied music for six vyears, travelled with
dance bands for three, taught for two — which adds up to
eleven years of his total of 24 — and he came to our station

three years ago. Not only for his musical ability with sev-
eral instruments, but because of his inimitable character,
"Horace Krinklepan,” whose picture is shown above, did
Hal Bolan capture the fancy of our listeners. He's married —
sorry, gals.

MUSICALADY and quiet, unassuming friend on our WIBW
staff, is well-known Elsa Schlangen. Most of you are very
familiar with the flowing melodies that always follcw the
announcement of “Elsa At the Organ’ from our studio "“A.”
But Elsa is equally proficient as a pianist. From her Nebraska
home, she travelled widely in the midwest and far west to
study with some of our greatest instructors and hold promi-
nent theatre organ positions.

HER FIRST AMBITION was to become a radio singer, sc
Jeanne Benson just plain settled down to some hard work,
and thanks to the training her musical mother gave hes
early, finally won her performing spurs with "The Voice of
Kansas” station last July. Jeanne, now eighteen, graduated
from Topeka High School this June and will enter Wash-
burn College this fall. Sparkling, happy and lovely Jeanne
is popular for both her charming voice and equally charming
manner.

TR 1

- T
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CBS STARS ON Wisw

'Virginia Payne, young though she is, “Genial Jim" McWilliams, “asker” of the The famocus and star-building Major
plays the title role in the serial, “Ma popular Columbia quiz show, "Ask-It Bowes of the CBS “Amateur Hour.”
Perkins,” over WIBW. Basket.”
Alice Reinheart plays the part of "Chichi Conrad” in the Gabriel Heatter, noted news analyst and “emcee” of WIBW's
WIBW-CBStory, "Life Can Be Beautiful.” quiz show, "“Ask-It Basket.”
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Left — Quiz Kids appear on
WIBW's “Junior Jollities"
show, with Art Holbrook as
chief “quizzer.” An adapta-
tion of the adult quizzes, this
juvenile counterpart com-
prises boys and girls of
ages from eight to twelve,
and brings out some rather
astounding brilliance.

Right — The Gaspel Singers
present a weekly program
of inspirational music from
ocur studios. The entire
unit, shown here, are Elsa
Schlangen, organist, Bryce
Seusy and Lavon Armen-
dariz, singers, reading left
to right.

Below — “Guestar” Dave
Rubinoff, internationally fa-
mous violinist of popular
melodies, is inferviewed in
cur studios during a visit
to Topeka. Rubinoff, left,
played several of his own
string compositions and is
explaining them to Art Hol-
brook, right.
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Legionnaires of Topeka are heard frequently on “The Voice
of Kansas” in furtherarce of their continual campaign for
the protection of democratic principles. Here, G. Clay Baker,
commander of Capital Post No. 1, and Martin Phillips meet
at the WIBW microphone.

Right — The Five Trumpets,
one of the most unique and
enjoyable musical combina-
tions in midwest radio, is
a product of the genius of
"Dude Hank''—second from
left. Left to right: Hal Bolan,
Dude, Jud Miller, Chuck
Wayne and Kasper Malone.
“"The Three Trumpets,” an-
other unit arrangsd by
Dude Hank, comprise Hal,
Kasper and Dude.

Y £
The Most Complete Radio Weather Service is rendered
WIBW listeners by S. D. “Frosty" Flora, left, and his assistant,
A. D. Robb, meteorologists of the government weather bu-

reau in the Federal Building. Each day they broadcast direct
from the bureau otfices in Topeka.

Left — "Uncle Abner's Post
Office and Barber Shop” does
a thriving business in tonsorial
prettification and gossip each
morning. All stacked up in the
one-chair barber shop—which
serves as post office and con-
stabulary, as well — “Uncle
Abner” lathers Jud Miller's
eye while trying to read the
post card held by Elmer Cur-
tis.  Roy “Rube” Faulkner
climbs Elmer's back to see.
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Navy Notes regarding the recruiting activities of the U.S.
Naval Training Service are related to listeners to “The Voice
of Kansas" by (left to right) Anthony Leal, Chief Machinist's
Mate; J. B. Buerkens, Chief Electrician's Mate; and L. R
Baker, Chief Electrician’s Mate. All men are of the U. S.
Navy.

Dr. O. O. Wolfe, President of the Kansas Farm Bureau, pre-
sents a weekly editorial comment on general farm subjects.
This material, prepared in the Farm Bureau's Manhattan
headquarters, is for the purpose of instilling thought on
major farm problems. Charles Hill or Lee Hoyt of our staft
deliver the messages.

Dr. Omal Leroy Miller speaks during the Sunday broadcast
of services from his church, First Methodist of Topeka. The
choir of nearly 50 voices is directed by Donald Gleckler and
accompanied by organist Mrs. Arza J. Clark.

Minister Without Portfolio and the jolliest fellow in the
place, is Bill Smith. Bill keeps our home-studios in present-
able condition, which is something of a job, considering the
crowd of rather cars-free WIBW'ers who help clutter the
place.
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The distributing and sorting racks — only one side shown
here —are busy as soon as each mail arrives during the day.
The most distant piece of mail was to Elmer Curtis from a
sajilor aboard a ship 20G0 miles southwest of Los Angeles.
The girls here, reading from left, are Evelyn Stearns, Cora
Hitz amd Mildred Ramsey.

»

-

THANKS FOR WRITING

OUR GRATITUDE is great for the way you folks treat our folks. Your letters of request,
suggestion and comment help us turn out the type of radio entertainment you especially

From each of the United States; from
Mexico, Canada, Alaska, Australia,
Hawaii and New Zealand come the
letters in quantities that have re-
quired enlarging the mail room four
times in the past seven years. Some-
times as many as 15 girls are needed
to sort, tabulate and distribute your
letters and entries!

Left — EFFICIENT and smiling Mil-
dred Rankin (Mrs.)) is in charge of
the WIBW Mail Department. After
she finishes a day of supervising
the staff who handle thousands of
letters and cards, Mildred tinkers
around home with her sewing and
her hobby of interior decoration.
Through “Mickey’s” department have
poured as many as 347,473 mail
items in a single year! In one day,
a record of 22,790 items were re-
ceived at WIBW —in only ONE
day!

To tabulate the mail items each day is a puzzle for one who
is not trained in the work. A complete daily report is made
to manager Ben Ludy, announcers, salesmen, writers and
national representatives to ascertain program popularity.
Shown here, left to right, are Faye Allgire, Myrtle Denney
and Cora Hitz.

3 ‘
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Tom Howard and Geergz Sheltorn brew vp the laughs on the Parks Johnson (wearing glasses) znd Wally Butterwo:ih, the

“Pipe Smoking Time” show. noted CBS "Vox Popr” announcers.
The famous royal-rbythm maker, Guy Al Pearce as "Elmer Blurt,” one of the Bea Wain and Barry Wood are bal-
Lombardo, whose berd ha: bezn & long- comic characters on Al Pearce and His ladreamers from the New Yor< end of
time CBS favorite. Gang” from CBS. "Your Hit Parade.”

Cnitiing
3746 10"

28
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i .ight——Doris Dudley, surprising new CBStar, is the blond
hgenue on "Meet Mr. Meek."”

Below — Robert L. Ripley, cacllector, certoonis: ard narrator
on Fis own “Believe It or Not” CBS feature.

LR

Right — Rosemary DeCamp, lovely radio stzrlet, is Judy
Price in the “Dr. Christian” CBSeries.

LI Ty

L E ]

\

Above — Johnny Green, maestro of the orchestra of your
WIBW.-CBS program, "Johnny Presents.”

- Right — Art “Vic"” Van Harvey, Bernadine “'Sade” Flynn and
Billy “Rush” Idelson, of the "Vic and Sade” show.

www.americant
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To maintain its contact with the hundreds of sponsors, WIBW,
REPRESEN TA TI VES “The Voice of Kansas,” has representatives throughout the United
States.

|
:
1

% » £ ‘

Marion Beatty, Topeka. Frank Korab, Topeka. E. J. McKernan, Detroit.

Felix Morris, Chicago. W. B. Flowers, San Francisco. Dean Bailey, New York City.

W. L. McERee, New York City. Walter Biddick, Los Angeles. Joe Story, Kansas City.

i
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WHERE TO FIND THEM

Allen, Frances — pg. 5. Hoyt, Lee — pgs. 4.

American Legion — pg. 25. Junior Jollities — pg. 24.
Arizona Range Riders — pgs. 12, 13. Kansas Roundup — pg. 9.
Baucom, Billy — pgs. 20, 21. Lee, Virginia — pgs. 12, 13.
Benson, Jeanne — pg. 22. Livgren, Olie — pg. 8.

Bolan, Hal — pgs. 20, 22. Lonesome Cowbcy, The — pg. 8.
Capper, Sen. Arthur — pg. 2. Ludy, Ben — pg. 2.

Carlson, Roy — pg. 21. Mail Department — pg. 27.
“Cipher” — pg. 21. Malone, Rasper — pgs. 20, 21.
Columbia Broadcasting System Stars — McRKay, Catherine — pg. 14.

SIENG A8 A 2T Miller, Dr. Ormal Leroy — pg. 24.

Miller, Jud — pg. 15.
Moody, Ralph — pgs. 11, 14.

Combs, Colonel — pg. 14.
Corbin, Otho “"Hoppi” — pg. 15.

Cunningham, Homer — pgs. 4, 5. Navy Notes — pg. 26

Nickell, Joe — pg. 4.
Nickell, Ruth — pg. 9.

Curtis, Elmer — pg. 3.

Denney, Edmund — pg. 8.
Dickensheets, Lewis — pgs. 18, 19.
“Dude Hank” — pgs. 20, 21.

Panissidi, Gene — pgs. 18, 19.

“Pappy Chizzelfinger” — pgs. 20, 21.

Dutton, Margaret — cover, pg. 5. Phillips, Slim, — pgs. 6, 7.

Eacien Jbcanr—yRgsalis e Rankin, Mildred — pg. 27.

Engmeeiigr—=yp i) M Ruff, Harold — pgs. 18, 19.

Faulkner, Roy — pgs. 8, 9. Salesmen — pg. 30.

“Five Trumpets” — pg. 25.
“Golden Belt Tent Show” — pg. 11.

Schlangen, Elsa — pg. 22.

“Shepard of the Hills" — pg. 9.

Gospel Singers — pg. 24. Shipley, Gene — pg. 3.

Hann, Edna — pg. 8. Shreffler, Maudi — pg. 4.
“"Henry & Jerome” — pg. 9. Smith, Bill — pg. 26.
Heslip, John — pgs. 18, 19.

Hill, Charles — pgs. 4, 5.

Studios — pgs. 16, 17.

Transmitter — pgs. 18, 19.
Hodges, Hilton — pg. 3.

Holbrook, Art — pgs. 3, 11, 24.
“Horace Rrinklepan” — pg. 22.

Troeglen, Rarl — pg. 18.
Young, Rathryn — pg. 9.

Zivich, Johnny — pgs. 12, 13.
Howe, Clyde — pgs. 18, 19.

WWW. americanradiohistorv.com
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Photography was by Burton Pollard of
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This album was edited by Art Holbrook and Charles
Hill ot WIBW, and Hal Hubert, National Radio Per-

sonalities, Inc,
Topeka,
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