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B\ Quarter of a Century of Broadcasting

i

The year 1946 marks the completion of the first 25 years of the American
system of broadcasting. Radio was not, as you might say, “discovered” in 1920.
Experiments had been going on for a number of years.

- In 1920, however, radio ceased to be an experiment and became a permanent
adjunct to life in America. How permanent and how much of an adjunct re-
mained to be seen, but it was in 1920 that brpadcasting as we know it today was
born—with the realization that here was a great instrument of public service.

. In 1922, two years later, radio advertising began, with the acceptance by
station WEAF, New York City, of commercial copy from the Queensboro
Realty Company—and America may be everlastingly grateful that such a vital

- medium of mass communication gained early support from advertising, which

insured its freedom and placed it alongside our free press as another guardian
of the rights of people.

. Today there are more than 900 broadcasting stations in the United States.

There is scarcely a spot in the nation where one or more of them cannot be
heard.

- . These broadcasting stations range in power from 250 to 50,000 watts. They
operate on wave lengths ranging from 550 to 1600 on the dial. Obviously, some
stations have to operate on the same wave lengths and either shield one another
or operate on low power because 900 powerful stations could not be crowded
into approximately 1,000 spaces on the dial. There would be wholesale con-
fusion, with interference ruining every program on the air.

. Radio engineering is responsible for the near flawless reception of radio
programs today, with the radio dial crowded to capacity. Miracles have been
performed which parallel the invention of radio itself.

. Personnel in radio, although not great from the standpoint of numbers, has
always presented a problem from the standpoint of training and natural talent.
Approximately 25,000 people are employed in the broadcasting industry in
America. Thousands more could be added by taking in those who are employed
in the medium of radio, that it, producing shows for advertising agencies, mak-
ing transcriptions for broadcast purposes, writing for radio, representing sta-
tions and otherwise earning a living from radio work.

. Accessibility is one of the more obvious characteristics of radio. Once the
initial investment has been made, the radio set is always there—in the home,
family car, lunch room, hotel lobby and club car. It can be turned on with a flick
of the wrist. It can be tuned from station to station with a twist.

. The full significance of this ease of listenjng becomes evident when you
realize that today more than 31,000,000 homes are radio-equipped—that radios
are more widely used than almost any other commodity.

.. A generation or two ago, life was relatively simple—people understood what
was going on in their communities, and some understood what was happening
in the country as a whole. Beyond that, most people knew little and cared less.

. But today, because of radio and other rapid means of communication, the
world is crowding in. People are bombarded daily with information about
what is occurring all over the world. Most people are interested in these events
because they realize that, in the long run, they can affect life in their own com-
munities.

. Radio has come to mean more to them in recent years. They have a different
conception of its mission in the world. They have heard it do terribly important
things. It has taken them to inconceivable places, brought them voices and per-
sonalities who are changing the shape of the world.

. Assured of economic support by the free enterprise system of America and
acclaimed by the public, radio will expand its service into many fields. New
types of broadcasting—facsimile—television—all may flourish after the war.

- The story of radio is the chronicle of American life and times during the past
quarter century. Where radio has gone, what it has reported, the personalities
and events it has brought to the people, are the popular history of a great
American era. The re-enactment, and in many cases the actual rebroadcast of

these stirring episodes will stand without equal as an appeal to the patriotism
of all Americans.

J. Harold Ryan, former
President National

Association of Broadcasters
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For more than 60 years scientists have been striving for means of seeing
events remote from the observer. The scanning disc was invented by Paul Nipkow
in 1884. The basis for all modern electronic television was described by Campbell
Swinton -in 1911, but it took years of work by Vladimir Zworykin before this
system produced a picture. Dr. Zworykin invented the ‘‘Iconoscope which became
the'eye’ of television cameras.

In the early 1920’s, experiments by John Baird in England and C. Francis"
Jenkins in this country, brought successful transmission of low definition pictures,
RCA erected a television transmitter in 1928 and on January 16, 1930 showed
television pictures on a 6 foot screen, as transmitted from the studio.

The long awaited debut of television finally took place April 30, 1939 when
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s speech opening the New York @Iorlds Fair
was telecast. : : :

Today there are 9 television stations in operation, and the FCC has appli-
cations for permission to construct 140 others. On the East Coast, approximately
10,000 television receiving sets are nowin use.
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Approach to Skyline Drive at Pagoda
atop Mt. Penn.

Reading Museum and Art Gallery.

Horse - racing at Reading
Fair.

The Tower.
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Reading High School,
Hill.”

The Pagoda.

Typical of quaint old covered bridges
dotting the countryside.

U. S. Post Office.
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DIG JAND BERKS COUNTY . . HUMMK

Carpenter Steel Plant, makers of
stainless steel.

Interior of the Container Corporation
plant.

World's largest press (3,000 tons)
at Parish-Press Steel Co.
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Reading Company railroad yards.

Harvesting wheat in Berks County.

Wyomissing Industries seen from the
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WHUM's studios are located in the
Berkshire Hotel in the heartof Read-
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Charming first sight for the WHUM
visitor is VERA BRADY, reception-
ist, A native of Reading, VERA has
studied piano for five years.
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“THEY'RE ON THE AIR.Z

; The inimitable BING
\ CROSBY is at last amem-
) ber of WHUM s stellar
' lineup. Shown here tim-
ing one of his famous
race-horses, ‘‘DER BIN-
GLE’s”’ show is heard
each Wednesday at 10 p.m.

TOMMY DORSEY, maesiro
of the trombone, typical of
the name bands whose re-
corded music is heard at
11:15 p.m., Monday througm
Sat. sponsored by the Glad-
wyn Grille on WHUM.

JANE WEBB and GILSTRA-
TTON of ‘“Those Websters,”’
portraying the humorous
highlights in the life of an
American family, Sunday
evenings at 6.

JACK CARTER and JANE
MOORE, emcees of WHUM'’s
popular teen-age program,
‘‘Be-Teen Jamboree,’’ feat-
uring the latest jive and
school chit-chat, sponsored
by Pomeroy’s.

=
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AT 1240 ON YOUR DIAL!

““WITTICH'S MUSIC THE-
ATER’ sponsored by Read-
ing’s most popular music
store, brings recorded
music to suit all tastes,
from Beethoven to back-
beat Boogie, Mondays
through Saturdaysat7:15p.m.

HENRY MORGAN, latest
zany to hit the air-waves
and judged one of radio’s
topcomedians,demon-
strates his ‘cigarette
tastetest’. He's a WHUM
regular on ‘‘Here’s Mor-
gan’’ Wednesdays at 10:30
p.m.

Lovely MARION CLAIRE,
singing star of the ‘‘Chicago
Theater of the Air,”” a
WH UMutual classic at 10:00

p.m. Saturdays.
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WHUM PROGRAMS IN
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MRS. ANNA BAR-
LOW explains the
function of the
Visiting Nurses
Association in a
program devoted
to that organiza-
tion by WHUM.

PRISCILLA PARKER, of ‘‘Pris-
cilla Talks,”’ a program for the
homemaker sponsored by Pom-
eroy’s, Reading’s leading de-
partment store. Daily except
Sundays at 8:45 a.m.

Much of WHUM's air-
time is devoted to the
armed forces, better
to acquaint the listen-
ing public with their
peace-time work. Typ-
ical is a recent broad-
cast by LT. COMDR.
FRANK C. BRANDEN-
BURG, administrative
officer of the Reading
4th Naval District for
Naval Reserve re-
cruiting.

SO
Introducing the Junior League series
of programs on WHUM are MRS,
JAMES 'B. MERCER, JR., chairman,
and MISS JANE LINDGREN, member
of the radio committee of the League.
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HE PUBLIC SERVICE

MISS VERNA M.
CRISS, home ec-
onomist of the Ag-
ricultural Exten-
sion Service,
heard in WHUM s
program for the
housewife, under
the direction of
Penn State Col-
lege.

MRS. HENRY R. CHRISTMAN, radio
chairman of the Pennsylvania Feder-
ation of Women's Clubs, introduces
a series of programs over WHUM
devoted to the activities of the var-
ious organizations making up the
Federation.

www americanradiohistorv com

CHARLES S. ADAMS, county
farm agent, brings farm and
market news to WHUM’s farm
listeners in a program oper-
ating under the direction of Penn
State College. :

{

LolE
FREDERICKH. KLEIN,
president of the Read-
ing Manufacturer’s
Association, heard on
a recent broadcast of
the program dedicated
toReading’s indust-
ries.
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" MESSAGES OF FAITH ... IR

Christ Episcopal Church.

WHUM is proud of the air-time
which it devotes to the churches to
bring the messages of their faiths to
the listeners; it is also proud of the

Trinity Lutheran Church and old inspiring programs brought to your
graveyard. radio over the wires of Mutual. All

£

(]
il

SRIs -
SRR 177

/I%II

St. John’s (German) Lutheran Church.
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‘0 YOUR HOME VIA RADIO!

St. Paul's Memorial Reformed
Church.

faiths, regardless of creed or de-
nomination, are represented. Radio,
the modern miracle, completes its Temple Oheb Sholom.
fulfillment in carrying to listening
worshippers the words of their belief.

St. Peter’s Catholic Church and

Rectory.

WWW-americantadiohistorz.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

i

MYSTERY--ADVENTURE--EXCITEMEN]

. E ot e ol sente DT 2 o A sesn ]
MARJORY FENTON relaxes between
rehearsalsof ‘‘True Detective Mys-

teries,”” .. Sundays over WHUMu-

tual at 4:30 p.m.

JAMES MEIGHAN who portrays ‘‘The
Falcon’’ of the Tuesday night (8:30)
WHUMutual program.

HOP HARRIGAN, the hero of the
younger generation, whose thrilling
adventures are carried on WHUM
Monday through Friday at 5:00 p.m.

NICK CARTER, sensational sleuth
of the Mutual series, a WHUM fea-
ture at 6:30 Sunday evenings.

E-

L & PAULA STONE, beauteous and
; clever mistress-of-ceremonies on
Mutual’s ‘‘Leave It to the Girls,”
wherein the weaker sex gets a
chance to prove its strength. Sat-
urdays at 9:30 p.m. on WHUM.

www americanradiohistorv com
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=-FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

Youthful listeners (and some older,
too) are transported to the 25th
Century when BUCK ROGERS goes
on Mutual network at 4:45 p.m. five
days a week.

BARRY THOMPSON, portrayor of
“‘Captain Silver in ‘‘Adventures of
the Sea Hound, ~~ Monday through
Friday at 4:30 p.m.

Is the Shadow thwarting a crime or
aiding a criminal? What mystery
lurks behind the balustrade? LES-
LIE WOOD and BRETT MORRISON
are the stars of Mutual’s ‘“The
Shadow,”’ heardat 5:00 p.m. Sundays.

JOHNNY COONS, portrayor of ‘‘Cap-
tain Midnight’’ enacts a dramatic
moment in the life of that famous
character, heard on WHUM at 5:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.

CURLEY BRADLEY, star of the mike
and the saddle, who portrays ‘‘Tom
Mix’’ in the popular afternoonserial,
on WHUM at 5:45 Monday through
Friday.

wWWwWW.americanradiohistorv.com
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THERE'S ENTERTAINMEN?

Emcee TODD RUSSELL keeps things
chicking merril‘y on Mutual’s vet-
eranquiz show, " 'Double or Nothing,”’
Sunday nights at 9:30.

The lovely star of QUICK AS A
FLASH, novel mystery-quiz which is
a Mutual presentation at 5:30 p.m.
Sundays.

>

FRED VanDEVENTER, his musician
wife, FLORENCE RINARD and their
14-year-old son, BOBBY McGUIRE
are the quick-witted trio on ‘‘Twen-
ty Questions,” new quiz show at
8:00 Saturday night.

JACK BAILEY explains the choice
of queens to a royal visitor on
“‘Queen for a Day’’, Monday through
Fridays on WHUM at 2:30 p.m.

www americanradiohistorv com
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LORE ON WHUMUTUAL!

Here are those ‘‘Juvenile Jury’’ mop-
pets with JACK BARRY, emcee,
taking time out for sodas between
their rambunctious panel discussions
on kids’ problems. Sundays at 1:30
p.m.

Ever - popular among radio’s quiz
shows is the ole perfesser himself,
“Professor Quiz,”’ heard at 8:00
p.m. Thursdays on WHUMutual!

TYRONE POWER, romantic Holly-
wood leading man, is typical of the
stars heard on ‘“‘Hollywood Open
House,”’ at 9:30 Thursday nights.
Sponsored by the Reading Clothing
Factory Store.

DR. JOHN J. ANTHONY, adviser and
consultanton domestic problems and
bringer of comfort to millions, heard
on WHUMutual at 1:45 p.m.

www.americanradiohistorv.com
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RICHARD G. FICHTHORN, account
executive; is a native of Reading and
has had wide commercial experience
mostrecently with the Reading Eagle-
Times. Prefers sports as hobbies,
particularly handball, riding and
bowling.

U
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THE FOLKS WHO

ROBERT G. MAGEE, vice-president
and general manager of WHUM, has
been in radio for sixteen years, and
includes in his experience practically
every job that a station offers. He
had his own orchestra for eight
years, hobbies in golf and landscap-
ing. His late father, SHERWOOD
MAGEE, was the famous National
League baseball star who led the
League in hitting in 1911. MR.
MAGEE was granted leave of ab-
sence in April 1944 to serve with
OWI in London as Program Oper-
ational Supervisor of the American
Broadcasting Station in Europe.

(ABSIE)

0

L P P e

S - AL A L
HERBERT R. SEARLE, account ex-
ecutive, comes to WHUM from Chi-
cago, Illinois, via four years as
radar and radio technician in the
Marine Corps. He is married and
has a two-year-old son.

wWW-americanradiohistorv.com
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MAKE IT

|

ALAN LANE, staff announcer be-
came interested in radio through a
dramatics hobby. He was assistant

~ divisional manager for Reynolds
. Tobacco Co. before joining the Army.

AL STEPHENS, staff announcer,
whose newsroom work with WJZ in
New York was interrupted by two
years Army service, comes to WHUM
from WENR, Chicago, where he was
relief night program manager. He

ROBERT S. REIDER, program di-
rector of WHUM, is a native of
Reading and sonof W. A, HERBERT,
well-known civic and business figure.
He has been in radio for 16 years,
and during the war years worked in
the Coast Guard Public Relations
office in Chicago. His hobbies dre

is a radio graduate of Northwestern

music, dogs and reading . . and keep-
University.

ing in practice as an amateur drum-
mer.

ELDEN SPANGLER, staff announcer,
is a graduate of Reading’s Albright
College. He lists dramatics as his
hobby . . he is married and has'a
young son.

- EVA LOUISE SANDEFFER, WHUM’s
~ charming continuity editor, is a for-
mer high-school teacher of English
» and dramatics, hails from Little
Rock, Ark. Agraduate of the Aliene
School of the Theatre in New York,
she appears occasionally on the air

= LI =i 23 T el
NORMAN LEEDS, shown here with
ear-phones operating the turn-table
for a program of recorded music,
in Homemakers’ Chats and is active comes from Philadelphia, was an

in community dramatics, both di- Army Air Forces pilot during the
recting and acting. war.

WwWWWwW.americanradiohistorv.com
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AN

B i T — J. E. McCORMACK, chief engineer, was one of
: the fortunate few to have witnessed Operations

- Crossroads in the recent atom-bomb tests at
Bikini where he served as radio engineer on
Admiral Blandy’s flagship. MR. McCORMACK
has a wide background in musical comedy and
orchestra-leading, started as a 'ham’ radio op-
erator in 1918. He has designed and built six
complete radio stations. Comes from Alabama.

1

RERRTS

STEWART H. RESCH, staf
engineer, has worked wit
radio since 1926, plays th

JOHN LOUGHREY, transmitter op-
violin in his spare time.

erator, operates the recording ma-
chine as a network program is trans-
cribed. A native of New Jersey,
John was in the Navy for three years,
hobbies in golf, chess and bridge.

AL,

i
: %
s

MASON E. PROUDFOOT, ]R., staff engineer, has a
wide variety of spare-time avocations ranging from
motorcycle racing through amateur radio to mountain-
climbing.

www americanradiohistorv com
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GEORGE D. RIBBLE, office manager,
has had a dotted career in many un-
related fields, lives in Pennside with
his wife and their wirehair, Patsy.
Won famous Eagle Cup three times
and retired it in 1927 for his mile-
plus swim of Schuylkill River. Was
in theatrical business as dancer and
emcee for many years; Mrs. Ribble,
also former thespian, designs sweat-
ers and mittens for knitting.

A. RAYMOND MOORE, WHUM's music di-
rector, is a graduate of Lafayette College and
has taught music in a career that includes 23
years with an Army band at Camp Patrick
Henry, playing piano with local orchestra
and playing organ for church. His hobby is
shop-work.

GRACE M. DAVIES, another of
WHUM's attractive feminine staff, is
program secretary, manages to keep
the complicated workings of that de-
partment running smoothly.

www.americanradiohistorv.com

MRS. SHIRLEY BERGENDAHL, sec-
retary to Mr. Magee, became ac-
quainted with radio work while sec-
retary to the radio director of Beau-
mont Heller and Sperling, WHUM's
proniotion representatives. A na-
tive New Englander, SHIRLEY likes
to dance and knit while not on the
job at WHUM.
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Symbolic of the miracle that is modern
radio, the antenna of WHUM points an
aspiring finger toward the heavens

... like a sorcerer’s wand, transmuting
the wonders of science into the tan-
gible reality of your favorite radio
program. : :

Pointing upward, too, is the pledge of
WHUM to its listeners . . . promising
even greater miracles to come, re-
affirming its debt to the public interest
by always bringing to its listening
public the finest that radio has to offer
. . . and ever looking beyond the
present for greater heights to achieve.
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FOR THE POSTWAR EAST

With the same abundant energy and realistic viewpoint that char-
acterized their magnificent war effort, the citizens of the East have
set their sights to post-war targets. Public works — roads, bridges,
waterworks, airports and building programs costing billions of
dollars will be under way within a year. Private enterprise and
government have already allocated the money.

Unified effort already set in motion will make permanent the bulk of
The East’s wartime economic, industrial and population gains. Re-
conversion plans by private enterprise call for production and
employment topping all previous peace-time records.

Eastern goods will flow through war-expanded transportation sys-
tems to wider markets at home and abroad. A war-born merchant
fleet will carry foods and factory products to the ports of the world
for exchange with raw materials for the new industrial empire.

The East faced a multitude of problems in gearing itself to-the
production achievements of war-time. It rolled up its collective
sleeves and did a tremendous job.

The problems of peace-time are plentiful and big, but opportunities
are even bigger. Wise forward planning has put these opportunities
within reach; many of them are already at hand.

www americanradiohistorv.com
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Never in history has the audience of American music-
lovers been so great . . . the vast amount of music which
goes out over the airways every day thrills an increas-
ingly large number of listeners . . and creates a demand
for a special kind of radio broadcasting which will trans-
mit every tone, every nuance of the music as it sounds
in the studio. Frequency Modulation (FM) will answer
this demand! Many FM radio-stations are already on
the air, and other hundreds have made application for
licenses. Nearly a million FM receivers are already in
use! Many schools throughout the country are using FM
reception to introduce their students to the sounds of
great music, transmitted as they are produced, pure and
clear. The ultra-high frequency radio waves used in FM
will reproduce exactly the full rich tones of a symphony
orchestra . . . the high fluid notes of the flute ... the
singing violins . . . the deep sonority of the pipe organ

the rippling cadenza of the piano. Program fading,
interference between stations and static will be things of
the past with FM.
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THE SILENT WEAPON OF WORLD
WAR II .. . TO BE ADAPTETD
1 FOR PEACETIME USE . . .

An electronic ‘eye’ apparently developed independently by U. S., British, French and German scientists in the
1930’s, radar owes much of its rapid growth to the advent of war. First used in detection of surface objects in the
near-distance under conditions of poor visibility, radar’s range and versatility were quickly extended to provide
long-range detection of airborne as well as surface objects, accuracy in fire-control, safety in navigation and identi-
fication of distant or unrecognizable planes and ships. To radar goes much of the credit for England’s doughty
defense in the dark days of the ‘blitz’; and much of the credit for ‘lighting the road’ to Berlin and Tokyo.

Scientists have made great strides in converting the principles of radar to peacetime uses—with the extent

limited only by the field of imagination.

Prelude to the first test of ra-
dar, experimental work on the
roof of the Naval Research
Laboratory in Anacostia, D. C.

Five-man Army radar crew in Italy
track approach of enemy planes.

The antenna of the first complete radar, Information provided by radar’s elec- Symbolizing close tie-line of com-
.installed ‘topside’ a building at Naval Re- tronic eye is marked down on verti- munications between aircraft carrier
search Laboratory in Anacostia, D. C. It cal chart in radar plot room aboard and plane supplied by radar, photo
is mounted so that it can be turned to aircraft carrier. Behind the transpar- shows Navy Avenger speeding past
allow for around-the-compass search. ent chart, other men chart other Essex-class flattop with latter’s radar

aspects of incoming information. antenna outlined against the sky.
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