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TH. is the story of WGY's first 21 years of farm broadcasting.
It will be told mostly in pictures. But first - to set the stage

for those who do not know these programs, and to provide some
facts that may be new even to those who are our oldest friends -
here's a little background.

Since November, 1925, WGY has broadcast more than seven
thousand half-hour programs especially for the benefit of farmers
and their friends in what we in Schenectady like to call the Great
Northeast. That, incidentally, adds up to close to five continuous
months of broadcasting, which may be a marathon record of some
kind.

But more amazing, and more important as we go back over the
record, are the number and variety of people who have been glad
to co-operate in these broadcasts. They have brought to the WGY
microphone their knowledge, their experience, their opinions, and
sometimes their prejudices to help make the WGY Farm Paper of
the Air a true and up-to-date journal of farming news and to make
the WGY Farm Forum a true forum "where modern agricultural
thought is voiced."

These two programs, while they have kept abreast of changing
farm problems, have over the years maintained pretty much their
original form and flavor. The Farm Forum is the only evening
farm program of its type in the nation; it is broadcast from 8:30
to 9:00 on Friday evenings, in competition with commercial and
network shows. Yet a recent survey indicates that approximately
400,000 people choose to listen to this program weekly. It brings
noted agricultural and industrial leaders in discussions of new and
improved methods of farming, and inspirational and sometimes
controversial presentations on broad problems of consequence to
agriculture. And since 1928, the last half of the program has been
devoted to the WGY Farm Question Box, during which facts of
immediate and practical value are provided in answer to questions
submitted by listeners - of which more later.

The WGY Farm Paper of the Air, often referred to as a radio
farm journal, is presented between 12:30 and 1:00 p.m. on week-
days. It has always featured what may best be described as "trade
information" - regular reports on weather conditions, planting in-

formation, instructions for the control of diseases and insects affect-
ing crops, and a daily summary of produce marketing information.
Like the Farm Forum, the Farm Paper of the Air has presented
hundreds of co-operating authorities from agricultural colleges,
farm organizations and farms to discuss topics of current interest.

General Electric has not been content to rest on its laurels gained
over 21 years of service to agriculture. As farm people equip them-
selves with FM receivers, WGFM the frequency modulation sta-
tion, will have an FM farm radio service to create. Even now,
General Electric's television station, WRGB, is developing a pro-
gram known as the WRGB Farm Spotlight.

Synonymous with WGY's farm programs are the people who
have been, for years, a part of these programs. Most familiar to the
farmers of the Great Northeast is the voice of G. Emerson Mark-
ham, who back in November, 1925, conceived the idea of special
programs for the farmer. Given the job of developing the pro-
grams, in addition to his other duties, he soon found himself head
over heels in broadcasting. With the exception of a single year,
Mr. Markham has been, until recently, continuously in active
charge of Farm Broadcasting. Today, as General Electric Stations
Manager of WGY, frequency modulation station WGFM, and
television station WRGB, Mr. Markham is still keenly interested
in farm programming.

Three years after the inauguration of these broadcasts, a fruit
farmer of Stuyvesant Falls, N. Y. and graduate of the New York
State College of Agriculture was invited to appear on a broadcast
to discuss the control of the codling moth -a then current prob-
lem. So popular was his talk that he came back again and again to
discuss farm problems and soon became a regular contributor to
WGY farm broadcasting. This was Ed W. Mitchell, WGY's
familiar farm adviser, who since 1928 has been the answer man
for questions of every conceivable nature in the field of agriculture.
He has answered literally hundreds of thousands of questions in the
past 18 years.

A further addition was made to the Farm Broadcasting staff
in early 1942 when Robert Child, young extension agronomist from
the New York State College of Agriculture at Cornell University,
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was introduced to the farm audience. Raised on a farm, Bob came
to WGY with authority on and understanding of farm problems
and now ably fills the post vacated by Mr. Markham.

In the final analysis, however, the greatest contribution to the
success of WGY's farm broadcasting has been made by the farm
agencies and institutions, and individuals with an interest in farming.
Not since the very earliest days of farm broadcasting has WGY had
any difficulty in effectively filling the time which General Electric
has reserved for these programs. Currently, 23 different organiza-
tions are regularly participating to greater or lesser degree in the
WGY farm radio service, and no important governmental, educa-
tional or agricultural agency in the area reached by the station,
which is actively concerned with farming, is without opportunity
to contribute to the enterprise. Here is an example of co-operation
at its finest.

That the programs have proved highly popular is attested by
the fact that WGY farm broadcasts, with an average annual receipt
of 20,000 letters, consistently receive more mail year in and year
out than all other sustaining programs on the station combined.

Radio is what it is because of people - both those who broad-
cast and those who listen. So, in the pages that follow, are some of
those who regularly face the microphone and some of those who
regularly listen. There is a hint, too, of the effect the statements of
the first have had on the lives and habits of the second. It is not
alone a glimpse of the past and the present - in spirit at least it is
entirely suggestive of the future.
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The WGY building is
modern in design and construction

WGY's transmitter tower
is 625 feet high
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WGY'S Farm Broadcasting Section

G. Emerson
Markham who inaugurated

WGY Farm

Broadcasting in 1925 and actively
supervised its

operation over a period of twenty years
Mr. Markham, now Stations Manager of W3Y; WGFM, frequency modula-

tion; and WRGB, television,
with R. W. Welpott, Jr., his assistant
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Bob Child who is in charge of Agricultural

Broadcasting

Ed W. Mitchell, WGY Farm Adviser since 1928

Farm Adviser
Mitchell and a farm section employee finc a couple of

"hum" bugs in the morning mail

ti s
AA . 40,...

, f

1...

do...".s.1
ei

,

,im,.

JO*

The Farm Broadcasting
Section surveys

Markham's corn crop

Farm -reared Bob Child belongs to the Farm Burecu anc other

farm organizations



A
 Few

 W
G

Y
 Farm

 Forum
Speakers

A
lbert A

. C
ree, P

resident of the C
entral V

erm
ont P

ublic S
ervice

C
om

pany, and the H
onorable M

ortim
er R

. P
roctor, G

overnor of
V

erm
ont, on a joint F

arm
 F

orum
 broadcast

M
ft

-111.0111111111
F

ranklin D
. R

oosevelt addressed the F
a -m

 F
orum

w
hile G

overnor 3f the E
m

pire S
tate

S
arah G

ibson B
landing, now

 P
resident of V

assar C
ollege,

appeared on the F
arm

 F
orum

 w
hile D

ean of the N
ew

 Y
ork

S
tate C

ollege of H
om

e E
conom

ics

T
he late C

arl E
. Ladd, D

ean of the N
ew

 Y
ork S

tate
C

ollege of A
griculture. gave the annual N

ew
 Y

ear's
F

arm
 F

orum
 address far ten consecutive years

A
lbert S

. G
oss, M

aster of the N
ational G

range

F
arm

 A
dviser E

d M
itchell and F

arm
 F

orum
 C

hairm
an

B
ob C

hild discuss leer; in the F
arm

 Q
uestion B

ox

H
arvey S

. F
irestom

e, Jr.,
P

resident of the
E

dw
ard O

'N
eal, P

resident of the A
m

erican
F

irestole T
ire &

 R
ubber C

o.
F

arm
 B

ureau F
ederation

P
resident H

arry S
. T

rum
an addressed the F

arm
F

orum
 w

hile he w
as S

enator from
 M

issouri

W
heeler M

cM
illen, E

ditor of F
arm

 Journal
and F

arm
er's W

ifeIII b.
H

enry A
. W

allace, form
er U

nited S
tates S

ecretor
of A

griculture, 10th A
nniversary speaker



ared V
an W

agenen, Jr., F
arm

er, Law
yersville, N

ew
 Y

ork
B

ristow
 A

dam
s, P

rof. E
m

eritus, C
ornell U

niversity
J. H

. V
an A

ernam
, N

ew
 Y

ork P
ow

er &
 Light C

o.

Jam
es Lee E

llenw
ood, E

xecutive S
ecretary, N

ew
 Y

ork S
tate Y

M
C

A

H
alsey B

. K
napp, D

irector, new
 Y

ork S
tate

Institute of A
griculture, F

arm
ingdale, L.

I.
C

harles John S
tevenson, E

ditor, W
ashington C

ounty P
ost

-::'  ...... ..... . .......
....

......
........... .
............. 

............
..............

................ -
................

................ :
 ....... 

.. .....
........

........
...................
....................

.
.......  ........

.....................
...

.................
..............
.....

D
co J. W

ickham
, V

ice P
resident of the N

ew
 Y

ork S
tate

F
arm

 B
ureau F

ederation, broadcasts from
 W

H
C

U
 on a

m
onthly co-operative broadcast



One of the Oldest Farm Radio Programs

Grange Newscaster Aunt Jaie Pcrk

Dinner with the Bishops

An entire 4-H Club tells about its Pc:ident Prevention Campaign

Many Farm Paper of the Air progra-ns origincte outside the studio Rural Church broadcasts help promote vacation church schools
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State and Federal Agencies
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The work of the State and Federal Food inspectors is regularly
publicized on WGY farm broadcasts

MAU

-he consumer is assured of fresh eggs through radio education of
the farm producer and produce handler

One WGY broadcast pointed out that the blue stamp on meat is
absolutely harmless but an essential key to quality

Publicizing the importance of buying only high quality corn and selling only high quality hay creates goodwill among Northeastern farmers

ti



Additional Services to Northeastern Agriculture

Each December, Farr Paper of the Air broadcasts encourage farmers to
take an onnJal inventory and put equipment in shape

.

Broadcasts direct from ft e ccrnpus of Correll University give stories of
veterinary sLrgical help such as the above

Bankers !Earn -tow to evaluate farms both by WGY broadcasts and
through actual visits to farms

Radio encourages farrreis to .se preventive medicines for farm animals

WGY farm prograrrr give farmers advance notice of demonstrations
sush as this one on dipping sheep

State Colleges, like the New York State College of Forestry at Syracuse, College specialists stress the importaice of culling hens;
are he ba:iione of service to Northeastern agriculture county agerts offer personal help on the farm



Backaches from the crosscut scw are now eliminated by
power -driven :hain saws

. . and some still use oxen where the terrain is rough

WGY's farm programs have stressed better farm -to -market roads Various agencies urge replanting of I- arvested timber land



A farm fan-ily, typical of the 72000 people who hear the
Farm Paper of the Air daily

In addition to County Fairs, the magnetic wire recorder cr.:%e-s
outstanding farm events and meetings of the year

These are the Folks who

110

One of the 400,000 who hear the WGY Farm Forum each Friday evening

People at this County Fair heard a summary of :air activities
on ihe next day's Farm Paper

44,;,

Monthly WGY crop summaries forewarned this boy's father that her3S not the The Mobile Unit always attracts attenion
only one who could hold his entwe 1°45 apple crop in one bcnd
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Listen to WGY'S Farm Programs

7744

Young :antlers. are i-erested in learning latest ways to end drudgery

.1141

Da ly cetailed weather forecasts and spzcial agricultural weather advice
help the farmer plan use of every available hour of good weather

1 .

At the entrance of a century-ole farm in the WGY area

M:ny a Northeastern farm building has a radio Three generations work tope-ier on this haying job



The Buildings in which the Folks Live and Work

4

'14

The flormstead .an be beautiful as well as practical

Electric power leads to more than 75 per cent of all Islarlieastern farms

111

A modern pcJItry house which exem3lifies IOC"' recommerdations WGI programs suggest how rray build ngs can be improved
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The suburban listener is a substantial part of he audience; 3s a matter of fact, 50 per cent cre rural won -farm crud city folks



WGY and Farm Community Organizations

Listeners asked far mere rural c-mrch programs, and the Each Saturcay "Tna Grange Speaks" on WGY
number vas irc,eased

WGY recommends the use of the best educational facilities for farm yoih

On the fist Thirscay of each -nonth country milk production con:itions
cnc rnatrapplitcn milk market conditions are reviewed

irr

Farm co-ope-atives are adequately represented on "A/GY farm prc grams

:`` cr;

The ratio in the country stare is usudlli tuned to the
Farm PaFe- of the Air at 12:30
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Some of the Tools and Farm Equipment They Use

 I 1 a am a

Lights in *e poultre Fouse boos- winter egg procbction

050

Ed Michell -ecommends ba-n hay curing

Milk cookers, milking machines and water sys-errs are fpund on Northeastern farms

WGY speakers expla n haw to organize custom spray rings

01101111.

Electricity permits farrv?.r! to refrigerc peris-iable prcc.i:e far
"31.4 of season" sale

Farmers give radio des:ript ons of buckrakes tFey have made

. . . anc many more like this

A home-made power manure loader
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Removing cans of peaches frorr a retort at a Community Canning Center



The rragnetic wire recorder picks up highlights a- the annual
suture Farmers of America feather -and -son 133nceet.

lo$333 1,000
tOW at 13.30 pm.
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rIE RIFT AND FAIR
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A horse race starter at the coun-y fair descr bes the main event

Broadcasting a horse dravrins contest We dich't get too dose to this bear

The WGY microphone was on hand at the opening of this ricking chickens the easy way
Cemmulity Canning Center
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Farmers brought more than five tons of produce to the 15th WGY C. E. Wilson, President of General Electric, cut the first
Farm Birthday Party in 1940 slice of birthday cake

G -E "House of Magic" showed metal floating in air Dr. Hugh P. Bake-, President of Massachusetts State College,
addressed a record crowd which filled a circus tent

Max, the pastry chef, produced 26 birthday cakes It took more than one circus tent to accommodate 7000 spectators



A Few of the 400,000 Letters to Farm Broadcasting
-recut

-,:rawallv1.1.Ae

Vor,

1;o
..:Iimfleotady

'9roadcastin

Stat

Dear
4r.

Aitchell-,, hoe
listened

to you:
-rams

sia ce
they

first
cawe

Award
.titchell

on the air.
WI enoyed

them
very

muoh.
;*.l:

vrida,
ni,tt

I besrd
you

(rarm
Forum)

asY.
if there

was any blin%
person

listenincL
in thet was do

any Dairy

ilheaetady,
11.'7.

rarming.
I am

total, 'olind
since

IiaG.
have

12. hee..
of oatt-,e,2.

pi,

7.,
feed

,milh,
ani oleaa

tigser tOei....

I shit
my

mill, ,to_
Central

Pairy,
Iklbany

ys
Wile a Good

test,,y
last

teat
was 5.:',..;

bicheas

scsie
7,osts.

care
for all those

animals
myself.

sews

I tad
* slic:-nt

idea
of farwlas

before
I went

into
it.

Psi that
was in

Ireland,
Xad farminr,

i4 differeht
iaaIl

countries.
I 3ev.e

from
1;e

Vorl,

sity,after
bni.az

blin.led.,

a straa,lr
to the

`tweet Ilts.
started

Innsihou

any oltal.
In a small

Way first)
fetteainE,

a 'few
caIveA.

1,11t,
/lent

top
-tilt

^18urY.
I do

all my
owa balla

and
elli.:,*

I lived
alone

for
lb y ars sal

did all this,
wor's.ing

indoo:,
....

out.
I

mow hay.by

...

-

r.

7 have
bails

-----

I also
raise

ail my
h

''Re''';,*

a.'- splittiTIL
wood.

cows
'will

1,ead
wheree

!.ft

bit me
in the

rce ,

,

I have
a inr-.,

ham,f,1!:.

'1',ecause
there

.;:l.'

i.7

see.

, ....,_At

."..e:-

-,,,t.

'1

EVELYN
M PRO.

01".
yE

ERL

P.1'
Ce,K-i,Aic'a- -

Lay- .-.''-
4(2

,vvA. ,

)-/e-

74 4,41zi.

,

ONE

r.

AAA

-e-

RIV

4EPt 10FIK
Et X1 E COLLEGE

Of AGRIv:CIMrtor,ELISE

XGRI.UL1
R AL EXPERIMENT

CORt4ELL
Ut4isieFtSrri

ARP),
NEW YORK

FARM

AGRIGGLEUR

OEPRR
MEN

''

,fr.
G. .merson

s.rXha7M

mesa
v,lectric

Company

York

\110 FARM
DOSELSON

& SONS

RHODE

P

ISLAND
REDSsSOISULL0t,CCREWM

seames
of

COLRAIN,
MASS

3.1.3
7..-t1of

i,

c.eaect?di,

or'--

ee
vio....d

ll'ete
,ou to

know
,Ne listen

tn tile

l'"ie
P-,1-tr$

'-iftle, 1W
brices

riven
over

your

leatlemeal

each
eventi.

-t about
6:10.

T'1%cy
Pe^ 1.0

the situntkon
--nA

havv
nroved

of vsIue
1n the

of mar
live

noultry.

r the
.600d

pop -.a1
.r,sy

1
c

.!o AC

.. Donelsou

.3.Dos

Gentlemen',
-:'. "Ice trwttPstee:egiUtt:ste:11

l'et"Ot
Vbesell f,. O 'f. progamsmes,

from eay btkelc
.

,kr
giteeell

'' Farm
Forum

-ots.tionl

G. I.

Schmectay,
lie* `forlc.

when
we hal

,.st ear se t oulci like to eta ill each
the

seer

lthAl.
i5

this Gib ,t
the trw:::

Ilehifee t'nerih7
theY

9ta. ..1.61
c'tir'cr

u6thu.,

,- 'se
hale a Cee hehs

a so

ty.,,,C--10

.

a' wst, the
,ss.

voroter
If

eet, O
01:Isfrbh.5.017.1111.1.:413.6

f'ree-51.

out,iii1'silli,
cit5 tthe

cause
of

is , CtItti.rig
A:he

b:61,,,tethu,scomme,Istobb,e

alo:01,

they seol, - -- tt - he tab, some`oe the gr.sia folks

etivantl'aienei

1,f
iris has

no foojvmublea
worhonstr:e

cb,,argi.;lo: help

,

tut th the leyihg
mael%.

i

TheriXthE
/0`1* 1 *a°

truly yours,
lery

1p

ort

:arch
26,

-032

that
I did

not leave
you

cony

I g av
over

ICI on
:Larch

21.

lk is
enclosed

herewith.

d a nuvber
of favorable

comments

..1(
Proble-n

?orum.
Iam

con -

talks
and answers

to questions

nuMber
of be

and I

.a.t.
it will

be nossible
to

con -

question
and answer

beriods

time.

-4144
DrA.Alt

)141

1./111
iti-/r(41-1

/10

404A 'F)?-1A

91"

7/11711't
t/111

f.

zAikE' .")3

etco "4"Y
/14,0

vt
2.:;0" ffir

-4;0-

fp/r-tiila

.fri,3±(7

Ath ,P.P
.a40 )14.4-7,4:01

w.on4A,,,AJ
it-

LA -3 PM, A4

JiA4
74- aX"

!I



A SUMMING UP
We have told you, in pictures, the story of 21 years of WGY

farm broadcasting; now some facts which show the reactions
of a cross section of the people who listen to them:

One sure indication of Northeastern farm people's regard
for the agricultural programs is the farm -radio listener survey
made in November, 1944: In 33 counties, including 22 in New
York, seven in Vermont, two in New Hampshire, one in Massa-
chusetts, and one in Pennsylvania, 499 farm people either per-
sonally visited or telephoned their neighbors on one afternoon
during the week of November 13, 1944, between 12:30 and
1:00 p.m.

Of the farm radio sets turned on in the nine counties closest
to Schenectady, 85 per cent were tuned to WGY. Of the farm
radio sets turned on in the 33 counties, the percentage tuned to
WGY was 57. Assuming that there is an average of two
listeners per set, approximately 72,000 people in the 33 counties
hear the Farm Paper of the Air each day.

The most recent survey of the listening audience at 8:30
p.m. on Fridays indicates that some 400,000 people hear the
WGY Farm Forum each week.

The following agencies and individuals kindly co-operated with
WGY in lending pictures included in this book. The cover picture
was furnished through the courtesy of the United States Soil Con-
servation Service. Many of the other pictures were contributed by
agencies and individuals co-operating on the WGY farm programs,
including the New York State College of Home Economics, Converse
Studios, Inc., 38 East 57th Street, New York City, ,Manuel Rockwood,
Cambridge, N. Y., New York State 4-H Clubs, Preston Hollow
Baptist Church, Vermont Extension Service, Agricultural Adjustment
Agency, New York State Farm Manpower Service, New York State
Department of Agriculture and Markets, U.S.D.A. photographs by
Forsythe, U.S.D.A. photographs by Knewll, New York State Bankers
Association, New York State Veterinary Medical Society, New York
State Agricultural Extension Service, New York State College of
Forestry, United States Forest Service, New York Power & Light Co.,
New York State Grange, Cooperative GLF Exchange, Inc., Dairy-
men's League Co-operative Association, Inc., New York State College
of Agriculture, and Ed W. Mitchell.
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