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A Quarter of a Century of Broadeasting

The completion of the first 25 years of the American system of broadcasting has
now been marked. Radio was not, as you might say, “discovered” in 1920. Ex-
periments had been going on for a number of years.

In 1920, however, radio ceased to be an experiment and became a permanent
adjunct to life in America. How permanent and how much of an adjunct re-
mained to be seen, but it was in 1920 that broadcasting as we know it today was
born—with the realization that here was a great instrument of public service.

In 1922, two years later, radio advertising began, with the acceptance by
station WEAF, New York City, of commercial copy from the Queensboro
Realty Company—and America may be everlastingly grateful that such a vital
medium of mass communication gained early support from advertising, which
insured its freedom and placed it alongside our free press as another gluardian
of the rights of people.

. Today there are more than 900 broadcasting stations in the United States.

There is scarcely a spot in the nation where one or more of them cannot be
heard.

These broadcasting stations range in power from 250 to 50,000 watts. They
operate on wave lengths ranging from 550 to 1600 on the dial. Obviously, some
stations have to operate on the same wave lengths and either shield one another
or operate on low power because 900 powerful stations could not be crowded
into approximately 1,000 spaces on the dial. There would be wholesale con-
fusion, with interference ruining every program on the air.

Kadio engineering is responsible for the near flawless reception of radio
programs today, with the radio dial crowded to capacity. Miracles have been
performed which parallel the invention of radio itself.

Personnel in radio, although not great from the standpoint of numbers, has
always presented a problem from the standpoint of training and natural talent.
Approximately 25,000 people are employed in the broadcasting industry in
America. Thousands more could be added by taking in those who are employed
in the medium of radio, that it, producing shows for advertising agencies, mak-
ing transcriptions for broadcast purposes, writing for radio, representing sta-
tions and otherwise earning a living from radio work.

Accessibility is one of the more obvious characteristics of radio. Once the
initial investment has been made, the radio set is always there—in the home,
family car, lunch room, hotel lobby and club car. It can be turned on with a flick
of the wrist. It can be tuned from station to station with a twist.

The full significance of this ease of listening becomes evident when you
realize that today more than 31,000,000 homes are radio-equipped—that radios
are more widely used than almost any other commodity.

.. A generation or two ago, life was relatively simple—people understood what
was going on in their communities, and some understood what was happening
in the country as a whole. Beyond that, most people knew little and cared less.

But today, because of radio and other rapid means of communication, the
world is crowding in. People are bombarded daily with information about
what is occurring all over the world. Most people are interested in these events
because they realize that, in the long run, they can affect life in their own com-
munities.

Radio has come to mean more to them in recent years. They have a different
conception of its mission in the world. They have heard it do terribly important
things. It has taken them to inconceivable places, brought them voices and per-
sonalities who are changing the shape of the world.

Assured of economic support by the free enterprise system of 4: ¢rica and
acclaimed by the public, radio will expand its service into many fields. New
types of broadcasting—facsimile—television—all may flourish after the war.

The story of radio is the chronicle of American life and times during the past
quarter century. Where radio has gone, what it has reported, the personalities
and events it has brought to the people, are the popular history of a great
American era. The re-enactment, and in many cases the actual rebroadcast of
these stirring episodes will stand without equal as an appeal to the patriotism
of all Americans.

J. Harold Ryan, former
President National

Association of Broadcasters
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For more than 60 years scientists have been striving for means of seeing events remote
from the observer. The scanning disc was invented by Paul Nipkow in 1884. The basis
for all modern electronic television was described by Campbell Swinton in 1911, but it
took years of work before this system produced a picture. Philo T. Farnsworth invented
the ‘‘image disector’’ and Vladimar Zworykin invented the Iconoscope. These two in-
ventions became the eyes of television cameras.

In the early 1920’s, experiments by John Baird in England and C. Francis
Jenkins in this country, brought successful transmission of low definition pictures,
RCA erected a television transmitter in 1928 and on January 16, 1930 showed
television pictures on a 6 foot screen, as transmitted from the studio.

The long awaited debut of television finally took place April 30, 1939 when
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s speech opening the New York Worlds Fair
was telecast.

Today there are 9 television stations in operation, and the FCC has applications for
permission to construct 200 others. On the East Coast, over 10,000 television receiving
sets are now in use, and thousands of others have been ordered by an enthusiastic public.
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“Transition in Gort Wayne”
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This is how the new home of WGL
looked before the designers and en-
gineers went to work.

And here are two scenes in the new
WGL studios.
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The new studios of WGL are located in
the heart of downtown Fort Wayne, Ind.
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Always a busy place is the

office of CAPT. PIERRE
BOUCHERON, General.

manager of WL, Here the
Captain talks things over
with his secretary, Olga
Stepanek. :
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Tim O’Sullivan edits and pre- | [ h < H. V. Kaltenborn is a favorite

sents the news to WGL listeners .- - : b of WGL-NBC listeners for his
five times daily., Tim hails = L clear comn.entaries on the im-
from Muncie and has appeared - ; : Ay portant news of the day.

in several productions of the '
Ft. Wayne Civic Theater.

Another world-famous news com- Center: these teletype machines Exciting, dramatic and always-pop-
mentator is Max Hill, aregular fea- feed world news to the WGL ular is the ‘‘Newspaper of the Air’’,
ture of WGL-NBC. news room 24 hours a day. featuring Tim O’Sullivan and Bob

Storey, high spotting the news.

0 %ﬂ@ - % ts the Minuts!
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i Nows. .

Popular among Indiana sports
ﬁ fans is high school basketball.
I

There’s action a-plenty for the fans Center: BobStorey, WGL Sports The stands are jammed for games
of professional soft ball in Fort Announcer, is a graduate of the like this--but even more fans enjoy
Wayne. (World's Champs are the Univ. of Minnesota, lists athlet- them: through the medium of radio
Zollners). ics as his favorite ‘"hobby’’. '

... tem o Werld of Shorts/
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I(‘ean Dickerson, cceloratura soprano on the
American Album of Familiar Music.”

g g e
The NBC Symphony Orchestra is
heard every Sunday afternoon over

Farnsworth Station WGL.
RN

Left, Howard Barlow, directer of the
““Voice of Firestone’  Orchestraand,
right, Christopher Lynch, soloist.
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The Catholic Hour
Sunday afternoon over

Rev. Dr. the Trinity Eng-
lish Lutheran Church, one of the many reli-
gious speakers heard daily over Station WGL.

1

Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, Pastor of
New York’s Christ Church and offi-
ciating clergyman on NBC-WGL's
“‘National Radio Pulpit .

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

. On their best
_ Shaciie. MoC4
the yoice

f the Charlie

| Show (Bunday |



www.americanradiohistory.com

"_F_l_'.eﬁ' _s.é'Ek_S--gu_i’ﬂance- in prepar-
ation for the Fred Allen show.
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This new metal cabinet Farnsworth
table model television receiver has
a 10-inchdirect-view tube providing
high-definition black and white pic-
tures, and an FM sound channel.
Standard broadcast reception can be
installed easily. Only 143 inches
wide and 20 inches deep, it can be
placed on the average-sized end
table.

Modern styling keynotes the design
of this Farnsworth low-boy console
television receiver, which provides
standard broadcast reception and a
phonograph with autoniatic record
changer, as well as complete tele-
vision sight and sound service.

www americanradiohistorv com

In addition to complete television
sight aad sound, this Farnsworth
direct-view console television re-
ceiver offers standard broadcast
reception, The television screen on
the modern-design wood cabinet is
tilted at a slight angle to permit
comfortable viewing.
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Development of one of the nation’'s outstanding radio centers is
nearing completion in Fort Wayne by the Farnsworth Television
& Radio Corporation. The Farnsworth Radio Center is de-
signed to provide Northeastern Indiana with television, fre-
quency modulation and improved regular amplitude-modulation
broadcasting services, all originating and controlled from newly
built central studios in downtown Fort Wayne. Facilities for
all three services will be among the most complete and mod-
ern in the country.

Farnsworth television transmitting and receiving equipment is
currently being field tested in the Fort Wayne area. In devel-
oping and providing this service, the Farnsworth corporation is
prepared to demoenstrate the definite feasibility of practical and
economical television broadcasting in cities of medium metro-
politan size.

JOBN STAGNARO, pioneer television
cameraman now with the research
department of Farnsworth, pictured
with a Farnsworth direct-pickup
television camera.

i

.. with Fasnswarty)/

The Fort Wayne Radio Center will be a trail blazer in that
it will serve to show the way to successful television in local-
ities other that the country’s largest metropolitan areas.

The Farnsworth Corporation is equally interested in develop-
ing the kind of programming techniques which will contribute
most effectively to the firm and favorable progress of tele-
vision.

The Farnsworth Corporation is an established pioneer in the
field of manufacturing television home receivers as well as
transmitting and studio equipment, The present corporation
stems from Farnsworth Televiéion, Inc., organized in 1926, at
which time Philo T. Farnsworth was making historic discov-
eries and developments in the transmission and reception of
visual images hy electronic means.
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Downtown Fort Wayne,
looking East on Wayne
Street.

Rl e
Lincoln Tower

Lincoln Life Building

@ Harvester Tow
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| Anthony Wayne statue in
. Hayden Park '
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Concordia College. §
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The Farnsworth Televi-
sion & Radio Corporation.

. Fort Wayne's Industrial
D ~ Area.
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Mr. E. A. Nicholas is President of the Farnsworth
Television & Radio Corporation, He entered the
radio business just 35 years ago ag a shipboard
operator for the United Wireless Telegraph Com-
pany, in whose employ he remained until, in 1914,
it was taken over by the Marconi Wireless Tele-
graph Company of America. In that company, he
worked as a shore station operator, division chief
operator, installation engineer and as Superinten-
dent of the Great Lakes Division.

When the Marconi Company was taken over in
1929 by the Radio Corporation of America, Mr.
Nicholas continued in the employ of RCA as Divi-
sion Superintendent until he finally became Vice
President of their manufacturing plant at Camden,
N.]. in 1934. He resigned from RCA in 1939 to be-
con.e President of the Farnsworth Corporation.
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Captain Pierre Boucheron is the general manager
of the breadecast division of the Farnswor'th Tele-
vision & Radio Corporation and is in charge of
station WGL. By late spring it is anticipated that
he will also operate Fort Wayne's first television
station to which the experimental call letters
WOXFT have already been assigned by the FCC.
Captain Boucheron is a pioneer in the radio
industry, his activities dating back to 1912 when
he began his career as a wireless operator., A
veteran of both World Wars and now a member of
the U.S.N.R., he is considered one of the Navy’s
foremost specialists in International Communi-
cations. He was awarded the Legion of Honour,
rank of Chevalier, by the French Government for
distinguished service during the liberation of

France.
Capt. Boucheron has been associated with the

Farnsworth Corporation since 1938.

www americanradiohistorv com



www.americanradiohistory.com

Chief Engineer at WGL is Howard Beck, a
veteran of many years in the vast field of
radio engineering., Has been with the Farns-
worth Corporation since its inception in 1939.

William T. Davies, Ass’t to the Gen-
eral Manager, has worked with Far-

nsworth since 1939, is a seasoned
radio veteran.
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General Sales Manager is William R.
Aldrich. A life-long resident of
Fort Wayne, Bill has been in radio
sales work since 1939. He is in
charge of all sales, He is ably as-
sisted by Messr. Gene Yergens and

Joe Faulkner.

Norman Widenhofer, Sales Promotion

Manager, is another native of Fort
Wayne, has beenin theradio indusiry
since 1933. He attended Concordia
college, is also in charge of station
publicity, :
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It's very seldom that all the an-

nouncers in a radio station have a

chance to get together, but here they
‘ o are! L. to R: Bob Storey, Paul Price,

Paul Havens is WGL's Prosram Di- Tim O’Sullivan, Dick Aker and John

rector. He has been announcing for DeYoung.

more than seven yedrs, before that

was master of ceremonies with sev-

eral popular net work shows.

o, <.

i
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Continuity Supervisor Guy S. Harris,

shownhere with WGL's other writers, Truman E. Krider, Auditor and
Marjorie Sutton and Marge Sheldon, Office Manager of WGL, likes to
is a graduate of the University of hunt. It’s hisjob to keep the numer-
Minnesota Extension. ous offices well-supplied.

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

Joctmicall 45%@44/@. .

Engineers Herb Honness and Damon Wilson
do a little adjusting on the giant master con-
trol at WGL.

The inner workings of a control
boardlook complicated, but Engineer
Ray Habig seems to know what it's
all about.

Wires! Wires everywhere! Engin-
eer Bill Norris is surrounded--but
not confused--by them.

“‘Riding gain’’ is the technical term
for Bill’s duties here. It’s simply
a means of volunie control.

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

With the same abundant energy and realistic viewpoint, citizens of
the Mid-West have set their sights to postwar. Public works—roads,
bridges, earthwork, airports and building programs costing millions
of dollars, are getting under way. Private enterprise and government
have already allocated the money.

.. Unified effort already set in motion will make permanent the bulk
of the Mid-West’s wartime economic, industrial and population
gains. Reconversion plans by private enterprise call for production
and employment topping all previous peace-time records.

.. Mid-Western goods will flow through war-expanded transporta-
tion systems to wider markets at home and abroad. A war-born mer-
chant fleet will carry the products of the Mid-West to the ports of
the world to exchange for raw materials for the new industrial
empire.

.. The Mid-West faced a multiude of problems in gearing itself to
the production achievements of war-time. It rolled up its collective
sleeves and did a tremendous job.

.. The problems of peace-time are plentiful and big, but opportunities
are even bigger. Wise forward planning has put these opportunities
within reach, many of them have been saddled already.
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Never in history has the audience of American music-
lovers been so great .. the vast amount of music which
goes out over the air-ways every day thrills an increas-
ingly large number of listeners . . . and creates a demand
for a special kind of radio broadcasting which will trans-
mit every tone, every nuance of the music as it sounds in
the studio. Frequency modulation (FM) will answer this
demand!

The Federal Communications Commission has granted
the Farnsworth Corporation an FM broadcasting license.
The company plaas to have an FM transmitter of latest
design, built in its own engineering laboratories, in op-
eration during 1947, and to operate on a frequency of

95.5 megs with a radiated power of 20-KW.

The ultra-high frequency radio waves used in FM will
reproduce exactly the full rich tone of the symphony or-
chestra . . the high fluid notes of the flute .. the singing
violins . . the deep sonority of the pipe organ . . the rip-
pling cadenza of the piano. Program fading, interference
between stations and static will be things of the past with
Frequency Modulation .
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THE SILENT WEAPON OF WORLD
WAR II .. . TO BE ADAPTED
‘ F O R PEACETTIME UusSsEgE . . .

An electronic ‘eye’ apparently developed independently by U. S., British, French and German scientists in the
1930’s, radar owes much of its rapid growth to the advent of war. First used in detection of surface objecté in the
near-distance under conditions of poor visibility, radar’s range and versatility were quickly extended to provide
long-range detection of airborne as well as surface objects, accuracy in fire-control, safety in navigation and identi-
fication of distant or unrecognizable planes and ships. To radar goes much of the credit for England’s doughty
defense in the dark days of the ‘blitz’; and much of the credit for ‘lighting the road’ to Berlin and Tokyo.

.. Scientists have made great strides in converting the principles of radar to peacetime uses—with the extent

limited only by the field of imagination.

Prelude to the first test of ra-
dar, experimental work on the
roof of the Naval Research
Laboratory in Anacostia, D. C.

Five-man Army radar crew in Italy
track approach of enemy planes.

The antenna of the first complete radar, Information provided by radar’s elec- Symbolizing close tie-line of com-
installed ‘topside’ a building at Naval Re- tronic eye is marked down on verti- munications between aircraft carrier
search Laboratory in Anacostia, D. C. It cal chart in radar plot room aboard and plane supplied by radar, photo
is mounted so that it can be turned to aircraft carrier. Behind the transpar- shows Navy Avenge.r speeding past
E allow for around-the-compass search, ent chart, other men chart other Essex-class flattop with latter’s radar
% aspects of incoming information. antenna outlined against the sky.
I
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If there is no Veterans'
Administration Office
in your home town
write to the nearest
Field Station. Address,

“Manager, Veterans'

Administration''—
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Farnsworth WGL is proud of the prom-
inence it has been given in Fort Wayne
and Northern Indiana. Its many friends
have given it confidence and the incentive
to forge ahead into the new fields of tele-
vision and F.M. (frequency modulation).

Radio is indeed going forward and with it
is going WGL and the Farnsworth Tele-
vision & Radio Corporation, pledging the
very best inentertainment and public ser-
vice to a great city and a great state.

This brochure compiled and edited
by Thomas B. Tull, Editor, National §
Radio Personalities. Photos taken |
by Dale C. Bennington, of Fort Wayne. §

: Copyright, 1947 by National Radio
Personalities, Publishers--Peoria,
Dlinois. Lithe in U. S. A.
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“THE
BEST SHOWS
v IN THE NATION
B ON FORT WAYNE’S

OWN STATION”
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