THE STORY OF IU \

~ ¥
Channel 27 . . . Portland, Oregon

WWW.americanradiohistorv.com ——



www.americanradiohistory.com

THE sTORY ofF KPTV . . .

Channel 27 . . . Portland, Oregon

Depicting the construction and initial operations
of the first commercial UHF station.

Owned and operated by
EMPIRE COIL COMPANY, INC.

Copyright 1953 by EMPIRE COIL COMPANY, INC., New Rochelle, New York

Edited by Lois Hennessy
Art Direction by Thomas Myers

wWWW americantadiohistorv com



www.americanradiohistory.com



www.americanradiohistory.com

e

DEDICATION

Dedicated to the men and women of our
company who have worked together as a fam-
ily team. Through their diligence, ingenuity
and faith Empire Coil Company has built this
station.

""‘f\»—’_\ﬁ—;" "Mt«

Herbert Mayer

March 1, 1953
Portland, Oregon
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This is the story of television’s coming to Portland. It is a story
as drama-packed as any KPTV will ever telecast.

Long after citizens of all other large American cities were
laughing and learning by television, Portlanders were without it.

Townspeople chafed. Visitors quipped. The most-frequently
asked question on Portland streets came to be: “When do we get
television?”

Nobody knew, but everybody guessed. Some said in six months.
Some said in six years. Some said never—because, they declared,
Portland was a handicapped child—born “television-blind.”

Then, suddenly, Portland papers told an elated commonwealth
that Portland had the green light for TV as far as the Federal
Communications Commission was concerned—and on August 25,
1952 there began a fast-moving panorama that saw completed, in
a miracle three-week period, all construction, tests and operations
necessary to make KPTV a functioning television station.

It was a great day for Oregonians when the first program was
telecast: September 20, 1952. The story of that proud day is
here told, in news stories, pictures, comments of national and city
officials, and in the resounding commendation of the television
industry.

The industry itself declared it was an historie event not only
for Oregon, but also for the world, because it ushered in commer-
cial ultra high frequency television.

— WwwWWwW americanradiohistorv com



www.americanradiohistory.com

y P —
( rom{wono, CONTINUED . ./
) :

.

A page from the October issue of Martin Codel’s Television
Digest, reprinted in this booklet, says in part:

“Portland’s KPTV , which as the pioneer UHF station
18 becoming a sort of petted darling of the industry, got
an exceptional sendoff October 1, when, just prior to the
opening World Series telecast, owner Herbert Mayer's
very telegenic 1}-year-old daughter Sandra went before
NBC-TV cameras to present a scroll to RCA’s Brigy. Gen.
David Sarnoff.

“Portland and the rest of the network first saw and
heard FCC chatrman Paul Walker welcome KPTV as
‘harbinger of the more abundant TV to come.’

“Sarnoff referred to Mayer's effort as being ‘in the
traditional pioneer spirit of the great Northwest, and
likened the opening of ‘new UHF frontiers’ to the Lewis
and Clark expedition.”

This, then, is the *‘petted darling’s” baby-book. The birth
announcements, first photographs and congratulations of friends
are all here.

They’re small and humble documents, perhaps: news clippings
which will yellow; trade publication comments which will date
themselves. Yet, linked, they report a “blessed event’” which Ore-
gon knows to be neither small nor humble—but instead, for this

part of the great West, the beginning of a new era; a new way
of life,

November 14,1952

Edgar W Smith, President
PORTLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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KPTV Presen{s
The lnousurolion of Television in Portlond

and
The First Commercicl UHF BrooJcasf in Hislory

Sc{urdoy, SePlemL)er 20, 1952

PROGRAM

12:00 NOON RECEPTION
GRAND BALLROOM, MULTNOMAM HOTEL

1:00 P. M. LUNCHEON
Z00P. M ADDRESSES
3:00 P. M BUSSES TO COUNCIL CREST
330 P. M INSPECTION TOUR TRANSMITIER BUILDING
400 P. M BUSSES TO BENSON HOTEL
430 P, M. FIRST PROGRAM ON THE AIR
M
M
Y]

$:00 P. ALL STAR REVUE
5:00 P SHOW OF SHOWS
7:30 P SIGN OFF

Refreslnmenh will be served Junns the Show of Sl'nows,
which continues until 7:30 PM. EQCL gues‘ may invife
on uJJ"ioﬂo[ person to the Beﬂsoﬂ Hole[ fo view d\e f\'ral

television program in Porllond Kanly PR your sueal to
arrive Lefore 430 P. M,

www americanradiohistorv com
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‘“Ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon. This
is Television Station KPTV—Portland, the
World on View, Channel 27. We are signing
on the air this 20th day of September, 1952,
in accordance with authority granted to us by
the Federal Communications Commission.

“You are about to witness the inauguration
of television in Portland, and the first com-
mercial UHF broadcast in history. In a few
minutes you will see a motion picture entitled
“Success Hill,” produced and sponsored by
the Radio Corporation of America. This film
depicts the story of a famous experimental
television transmitter. To us in Portland as
we watch this picture, it will be interesting to
realize that we are seeing the very transmitter
which 1s now at work for us here, and which
is giving us the visual story of its own history.
This is the only transmitter of its kind in the
world! It was built by RCA and used by NBC's
experimental station, KC2XAK, which con-

INAUGURATION ADDRESS

On Saturday, September 20, at 4:30 p.m. the first pro-
gram to be broadcast by KI'TV began in Portland, Oregon.
At that time, the station’s signature appeared on the screen,
and a voice—unidentified at the outset—introduced the
program about to become the first of its kind. Following is
that introduction given to Commercial UHF broadeasting :

cluded its operations August 25th in Bridge-
port, Conn., at the other side of the nation.

“On that day, a large crew of trained and
skilled engineers from NBC, RCA, Adler
Communications Laboratory and Empire Coil
Company participated in the dismantling of
the equipment. At the same time, expert tower
men began to take down the 210-foot heavy-
duty tower which now stands so majestically
at the summit of Council Crest.

“In addition to the shipment of the trans-
mitter in Bridgeport, many other items of
equipment had to be built and procured. New
erystals tuned for Channel 27 were ground
and aged. The filterplexer, a complicated and
essential part of the equipment, had to be com-
pletely remodeled. This was taken immedi-
ately by Empire Coil Company’s truck to Port-
land, Maine, where it was worked upon around
the clock. An entirely new transmitting an-
tenna for use on Channel 27 had to be built.

7
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Film cameras and a whole long list of related
and auxiliary equipment were shipped here by
air. A special express car attached to a pass-
enger train was the transportation medium
used to bring our 41-foot antenna here on
schedule.

“On that same day, August 25th, at this
side of the nation, on Council Crest here in
Portland, a ground-breaking ceremony took
place. At that time, Empire Coil Company was
accorded a heart-warming welcome by civic
leaders of the city. During the ensuing period,
rapid preparations were made here to house
the transmitter, to prepare foundations for
the tower, to provide adequate power and to
make available video and audio network serv-
ice over the telephone lines.

“Many ifs, ands, and buts hung over us
during that period after August 25th. But on
September 13th we were ready to go, except
that approval of FCC had yet to be obtained.
This was granted us September 17th. Septem-
ber 18th, we tested our equipment—and to our
great relief the signal proved excellent. Today
our first television program is about to begin.

“We feel that this rapid installation has
served a major purpose for you, our television
audience.

“First, it will enable us to give you tele-
vision this fall. We know that many of you
want to see the world series baseball games,
the football games, and other major sports
events this year. By virtue of our being ready
at present, they will be yours to enjoy. The
election campaign apd the forthcoming elec-
tion itself may now also be followed by you
visually. And the many delightful entertain-
ment programs to be shown will, we hope, add
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to your pleasure of living. And last but not
least, religious and educational programs will
offer you many benefits of high value.

“We did not disclose this earlier-on-the-air
date until recently, because we weren’t sure of
it ourseives and because we thought that non-
disclosure would help to avoid the sale and
distribution of bootlegged and defective sets
in this area. Such a development might have
caused you many disappointments, as it did
residents of Denver. We are glad that condi-
tion has been avoided here.

‘“Before this first program begins, I wish to
express deepest appreciation to Mayor Dor-
othy McCullough Lee and to members of the
City Council, who, through their immediate
attention to the matter at hand, made available
to us a site on Council Crest, which we believe
to be the best location for Portland television
service. The Hoffman Company “rubbed Alad-
din’s lamp” and there before us was our trans-
mitter building, a miracle of speed. The Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Company and the
Portland General Electric Company did a
splendid job in aiding us to complete our
installations on schedule. RCA and NBC have
had their executive personnel and engineers
working with our own engineers and staff tire-
lessly to get the necessary equipment installed
and on the air at the earliest moment. They,
too, did a magnificent job.

“Congratulations to all of these people on
the fine contributions they have made. With.
out their splendid help this result could not
have been achieved.

“To bring you good television service
quickly, has been our one prevailing desire
during the past 25 days. It was to achieve that

9
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goal that so many of us have worked so hard.
We sincerely hope that this effort will prove
to be worth your while and that KPTV will
provide you with a new source of enjoyment
and happiness. To that end we dedicate this
station, today.

“My name is Herbert Mayer, and this is
indeed a thrilling and happy day for my fam-
ily and for me. We all thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for your warm weleome
and hospitality.

“And now the historic moment has arrived.

A{_R' e -

=%

The eyes of the nation are focused on you here
today. The success of UHF in Portland will

mean great things for that wonderful service
across the land. Ironically enough, this city—

the largest city heretofore unserved by tele-
vision—is the pioneer of the United States and
the world in this great new television medium
—UHF—soon to serve millions of your fellow-
citizens from coast to coast. And so, let us now
witness the inauguration of television in Port-
land and the first commercial UHF broadeast
in history!”

W1V

PORTLAND

%d%ﬁ[,

”

27

ON the following pages, appear a sequence of selected
news releases and photographs giving a pictorial history
of events which transpired commencing with ground-
breaking ceremonies on August 25, 1952.

11
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Portland’s Only Home-Owned Newspaper

VOL. LI. NO. 145

| TODAY:
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PORTLAND, OREGON, MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 1952

FiRICE 5¢

Heave-Ho for TVW

DIRT FLEW thia morning at Council Crest park transmitter site of KPTV. city's first authorized
television station, Hard ground drew heavy shovel work by Sandras Mayer (1eft), dauchter of sta-
tion owner, and Mavor Dorothy McCullough Lee. Amused spectators are (from left) City Com-
mlssioners Nate Boody and Fred L, Peterson. Edrar Smith. president of Portland Chamber of
Commerce, and R. G, Freeman, vice president of Empire Coil company, holder of TV license.

By JOE STEIN
Television mav  hit Portland
sooner than Thanksgiving day. it
was hinted 1his~ morning at
ground-breaking ceremonies for
the city's first station
The word came from the lips

| talks were made by Mayor Doro-

| thy  McCullough Lee. FEdgar

| Smith, president of the Portiand
Chamber of Commerce; Cit¥ Com-
mittioners Fred L. Peterson and
Nate BRoody and representatives

| of the telephone and power com-
panles.

wWwWw americanradiohistorv com

sist of a 210-foot steel antenna
tower and a transmitter building,
L. H. Hoffman, general contrac-
tor, said work would begin be-
fore noon today. Plans call for
completion of both structures
within five or six weeks.
Freeman said the first parts of
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NEWSPAPERS HEADLINE IT . 25
\"- 1

RITE BREAKS GROUND FOR CREST TV

4 STAR EDITION

is PAGED

Tel COlumbia 2111 Jotpt @ Pt 1P v g oar

Oregoman

VOL. XCll-- NO. 28,642

WELCOME
VOICED
FOR CITY

Picture on This Paga
Emplre Coil company broke
ground on Council Crest Mon-
day for & hurry-.up construction
roject simed at giving Port-
rnnd television by Thanksgiv-

in
first shovellul of dirt was
turnéd by Mayor Dorothy Me-
Cullough Lee, Edgar W, Smith
and lss Sandra Mayer, 14-
yearold daughter of Empire
Coul company's owner, so far
as posterily is concerned.
However, Smith, president of
the chamber of commerce, lost
his grip on the shovel to Mrs.
Lee and Miss Mayer, who coor-
dinated nmoothl*.
m&h-id (‘.". r;em‘:‘n, vice
president and purchas agent
of Empire Colf said » {lo-loo'.
temporary tower and transmit-
llng station will go up on the|
site.

Repld Complellon Seen

The station building will be |
completed within five to six
weeks and equipment will be-
gin 10 arrive next month, Free-
man lold a substantial group of
Portland civic leaders and eity
council members.

He lauded co-operation of the
council which mads expedited
construclion possibie, |

Miss Mayer, who was flewn
to Portiand from California to
represent her father, Herbert
Mayer, delighted the audience
with a description of what her
four younger siblings think of
television. She also read @ let-
ter from her father.

Brief taiks summarizing Port-
land's interest in TV and wel-
coming the company to Port.
land were made by Mayor Lee,
Smith. Commissloners Fred L.
Peterson and Nate Boody; Verne |

PORTLAND, OREGON. TUESDAY, AUGUST 38, 1832 FRICE NVE CENTS

Council Crest Ground Broken for First Portland TV

Coil company wiil construct Portiand's first television station.
Coempany expects to be on the air by Thanksgiving et lstest.

Civic leaders. shivering under lesdan skies. turn out for
ground-breaking ceremony on Council Crest, whare Empire

13
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MARTIN CODEL's

AUTHORITATIVE NEWS SERVICE
FOR MANAGEMENT

OFf THE

ViSUslL BROADZASTING
SND ALLIED ELECTRONICS
SRTS AND INDUSTIRY

with ELECTRONICS [/ REPORTS

o e e -
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PUBLISPED WEEKLY BY RADIO NEWS BUREAU « WYATT BLDG. « WASHINGTON S, D.C. « TELEPHONE STERLING 1755 « YOL. 8, Nao. 35

August 30, 1952

i‘ortland Wilt Be U "Test Tube” City. page 1 TV.Radio I'lans of the I'olitical I'arties, page 5
In this 3 CI'~ Make Total 43, as 737 Await Action, page 2 TV Output Zoorax. Inventories Shrink. page 7
Qesaue: Prospeets fer izh-I'awered UHF Equipment, page 2 Lag in Steel May Force Shortages, page 7

TV & Aviation—XNo Dispute Over Airspace, poge & Network TV-Itadio Billings, January-July, page 10

PORTLAND WILL BE UHF TEST TUBE' CITY: 1t's clear now that Portland, Ore., granted
CP for unf while city's vhf go to competitive hearings, will be the proving ground
for commercial unf -- eyed intently by every other grantee or prospective grantee.

That Portlond will have first uhf station _on the air, possibly by Election
Day Nov. 4. definitely by Thanksgiving Day, was fairly well assured this week when
RCA-NBT 50l1d to Channel 27 grantee Empire Coil Co. their famed Bridgeport (Conn.)
"guinea pig" trausmitter and began at once to dismantle it for immediate shipment
to Portland -- tower and all.

Enpire Coil's president Herbert Maver, who built and operates the highly
successful vhf WXEL, Cleveland, and holds CP also for uhf Channel 26 in Denver,
broke the news of his definite plans and purposes this week coincideat with ground-
breaking ceremonies for his building on Portland's city-owned Council Crest.

Host of city is within 5-6 miles of antenna, which is 1300-ft. above town.
Since city is very flat, 20-kv radiated from 210-ft. tower is expected to provide
good reception. All 4 networks will feed programs to station (to be called KFPTIV).
It may get as much as year's head start on any vhf station there, thus placing the
burde? on set makers to see to it that uhf receivers and converters are available.

The Pricgeport station and its equipment are well known to trade, coperating
as experimental KC2XAK since Dec. 29, 1949 -- used not only by RCA-NBC for propaga-
tion tests tut by nearly all manufacturers for testing uhf receivers. It requires
some modification for the Portland channel, including new antenna.

RCA-NBC are giving up Bridgeport after what technical v.p. Dr. C.B. Jolliffe
5ays was "an expenditure of more than 3$3,000,C00 (on this] vital factor in making
uhf technically and commercially practicable for home use throughout the nation.”

With resources of RCA and other big equipment makers behind uhf, with FCC
eager to get it going, those channels are gaining favor. But most applicants prefer
vh®, seek uhf only when it's only thing available. They want to wait-%&-see how uhf
works out for other fellow., Portland operation looks like ong theyv're waiting for.

14
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- Set on Top

DISHPA On roof of new television building. which is

noar tower (background). ¢ “dishpan’ antenna
was also raised Thursday and was besamed to the dlshpan
tower on top of telephone byilding. whera microwsves are sent,

TMonitor Recelves Signsl

‘Engincers “beamed” the
enna dishpan at the sending tower
on the downtown telephone

building, where TV sgnals
have becn sent for some time
to Seattle, and when the hook-
up was completed, a monitor
TV set in the station began re-
ceiving the television programs.

Oflicials of Empire Coil com-
pany s KPTV warned. howcever.
that hoisting of the dishpan
and of the sending antenna,
which, wilh its red beacon, will
now become a familiar sight on
Portland’s skyline, does not
mean that television wiil be 1n
the cily tomorrow.

Richard Freeman, KPTV vice
president, again scotched ru-
mors that test patterns were
definitely planned to be sent in
a week or two. He said much

0t Tower

Council Crest UHF
Mast First Built
For Portland Use

Pletures on Wirephoto Page

HOISTING

A dl-foot-long televlslon sntenna is shown
belng lifted tc the top of a new 210-foot TV 44
tower atop Council Crest Thursday. A red bescon on top

Many cars crowded alop
Council Crest Thursdsy evenin®
Portlanders gathered to
watch the city's first television

electronic work stiil remained
and, although the company was
rushing jis work as fast as possi-
ble, no thiange had been an.

of the antenca will be In lins of sight of most of Portland

broadcasting antenna hoisted to nounced in its plans for begin-
the top of a new 210-foot tower. Ning operations during Novem-
The stcel tower on which the ber.
41-foot antenna was placed was But cngincers were working
raised in only {we days. When [fast tn inslall the complicated
the antenna was delivered by TV cquipment now arriving in
truck lo- Couneil Crest, D. A. the city for the naw station. The
Johnson, teechnician for Radio antenna came to Portland Thurrs.
Corporation of Amerlca, care- day morning by Railway Ex.
fully tested i1t before it was press from Philadelphia
houlsted. Express officials said the an-
Jolinson gald it was the only tenna required a special ear and
ultrahigh frequency antennt yct special handling, for, although
raised In the country west of iconstructed of 1:.inch sleel tub-
tne Mississippi, He sald two [ing, Ity interlor was "very deli-
other UHF antennae had been |cale.”

wWwWwW americanradiohistorv com
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'r‘n}sc.qsrs 48 HOURS AWAY . . .

OregonJournal

PORTLAND, OREGON, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1952

Oregon’s First
TV Telecasts
Due Saturday

FCC Approves
Empire Coil's
Authorizafion

Portland's first leclevisfon sta-
tinn almost certainly will begin
commercial telecasting Saturday

The Journal received word
wednesday from s Washington,
D. €. burrau that tlhe federal
communications commissiun  at
washington, mcetlng sccret!
had notified an attorney for En:
pire Coil company that ity appli-
cation to begin operations here
on that day had been gronted.

The precise time for the Inl-
tial tclecast was not determined
but the maost logical guess is that
it witl enincide with the Empire
Coil lunchcon at the Multnomuh
hotel Saturday noon. for press
representatives and other invited
gucsts

MAYOR, MAYER IN

Definite word on the time
awaited the arrival in the elty of
Herbert Mayer, Empire Coll pres-
ident. and Mayor Dorothy McCul-
lough Lee, Both were scheduled
to arrive late Wednesdsy. The
mayor will pull the switch offi-
clally opening lhe company’s
transmitter on Councii Crest.

The Journal's Washingion cor-
respondent said the Empire Coll
attorney refused to be quoted but
indicated the Information had
been confirmed sand was o be re-
layed to Mayer on his arrival In
Portland. KPTV officlals here
were saying nothing

In the appli¢ation flled Monday
with the FCC, Mayer requested a
special temporary authorization to
start “interim operation." The ap-
plication stated that KPTV would
becin commercial telecasting Sat-
urday,

A test pattern probably will be
sent out before Suturday, but
Maver Indicated that telecasting
of programs would not start until
then

WORK RUSHED

Meanlime, work Is bein® rushed
on the telecasting transmitter and
antenna  atop Council Crest,
where micro-wave relay gquip-
ment already perches on the roof
of the brick transmitier buiiding

One of the troubles Portland-
ers who own TV sets may face is
that of reception—if they bought
the scts up untll 2 short time ago.
XPTV will telecast on ultra high
frequeney (UHF), whereas (he
channel 5 telecnsts received here
from Seattle are very high fre-
queney (VHF). O1d sets wlll have
to be adapted for the Portland
signal.

OPINIONS VARIED

Installation ind repair experis
here offered vatied opinions
about whether VHF anteanas will
receive UHF telecasts. One large
firm handling TV sales, installa-
tion and service asld present

WwWWwW americanradiohistorv com

TV Blindness
May End Soon

Continued From Page QOne
VHF aerials can be usced in some
areas with the addition of an in-
cxpensive ‘“rabbit ear” or “bow
tie" antenna for UHF reception

According 1o the FCC, interim
authorization §s granted when the
commission decides » station may
transmit programs even thoukh
it may not entirely meet the terms
of its original station granmt

In his appiication, Mayer sald
some equipment for full operalion
of KPTV will not be delivered
until late in 1953, so he plans to
run the station on a modified
basis. The stallpn e Rrant speci-
fies that ft will have effective
radiated power of 88 kilowalls
from a S5-kilowsatt transmitler
The new applicstion asks permis
sion to telecast with 17.6 kilowatts
of effective radiated power from
8 J-kilowait transmitteér. (The an-
tenna will boost that power by
2] times.}

Reception In the Portland ares
still should be good. If enginecrs
are correct In their figuring. with
only one fifth output. With the
tower on Itg high lecation in
Council Crest park, reception may
he had as far away, as 50 miles on
the basis of cxperience clse-
wheir.
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PORTLAND. OREGON. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1952

FCC Approves Start of
TV Programs Saturday

Test Signal
Riring Due
Thursday

Regular Schedule
For Initial Station
Seen by October 1

BY WILLIAM LAMBERT

Swfl weiles. The Orrganian
Pictures on Wirephoto Page
The federal communications

commission  Wednesgday re-
moved one obstacle facing
KPTV in its headlong race 10
give Porlland residents their
first locally-broadcast television
by Saturday, and slation eng:-

neers gol ready for tests aimcdl

at surmounting. the last remain-

ing obstacle—lechnical bugs.
Roth developments coincided

with the arrival in Portland of

Herbert Mayer, president of|
Empire Cnil company, New

Rochelle, N. Y. firm which

- N

FIRST TELEVISION SEEN
IN PORTLAND DISTRICT

Portla. d's first telavision
station. KPTV. went on the
air for the first time early
Thursday whaen it broadcast
& test signal from its 251-toot
tower-antenna installation in
Council Crest park.

Otficials of the station and
RCA test cars sald recsption
of the first test pattern signal
was “excellent” and sound
was “wonderful.”

The dapper, 44.yearold ex-
ecutive—NMr. TV himself as far
as Portland is concerned—im-
mediately confirmed a report
published exclusively by The
Oregonian Teusday that he in-
tends KPTV to broadcast jts
first commercial television pro-
fram Saturday.

Ragular Programs Due Later

But regularly scheduled pro-
grams probably will not be on
the air until October 1--tne
target date set by the station——
Mayer explained.

En route to Portland he
learned that the FCC had ap-
proved ¢he mpplication he filed
Monday seoking to put the sta-
tion on an “interim operation™
with lower power than he orig-
inally had asked.

Wednesduyr afternonn Paul A,
Walker, FCC chairman. told The
| Oregonian by long-distance 1eles
phone from Washington, D. C..
that a few minutes before the
agency had approved Empire
I Coil's request.

i The approval, which ¢ommu-

nications people call a “specisl
| temporary authorization,” will
permit the station to broadcast
with an effective radiated pow-
er of 17.6 kilowatis until it gets
equipment nextl yrar to boost
| its output to 88 kilowatts.

| Test Signals Planned

Slation enginrers and other
television techniclans Immem-
alely pot ready o lest KPTV's

—q transmitting equipment. in line

with the FCC's order which alse
authorizes it to send test signals
starting Thursday.

Mayer said the first test siz-
nals probably would go on the
air at 12:01 a. m, Thursday, but
emphasized that the first test
| patterns  “probably won't be
very oaod piclures

KPTV's first commMmercial
hroadcast will be an NBC net-
work program to be putl on the
air Saturday. probahly about
4:30 p. m. DST, Mayer said.
This broadeast inay he timed tn

-~

owns the station. Mayer, hi

coincide wlih a luncheon party
the station head has scheduled

wife snd four of their fivq{ar Saturdav afternonn in the

childeen
Wednesday afiernoon.

arrived by pland Multnomah hotel for prese repre.

sentatives and other invited
guests.

www.americanradiohistorv.com

World Series May Ba Airsd

Several television sets were
to be installed in the Benson
hotel. and it was reporied that
Maver intends to invite the
group to move there from the
Multnomah to watch the first
commercial prograim transmis-
sion if it goes on the alr a»
scheduled at about 4:30

Comnlele program for the
Saturday hroadcast will be an-
nounced Thursday, Maver said.

Target date for regularly
scheduled programs is Oetober
1. he said. If technical difficul-
tirs can he overcome and that
schedule is met, 1the station will
be able 1o carry the weorld
series games. 1t alsa will be on
in plenty of time to catch the
final days of the political- cam-
paign and Lhe election.

Teits Due During Day

Until that date, KPTV prob-
ably will have programs but not
on regular schedules. Some net-
waork shows, sume motfon pie-
ture films will be telecast, prob-
ably in the evenings. during the
ten-day  prrind  preceding tha
‘al.':rl dale for regular sched-
les

Davtime broadcasis will be
devoled mostly to test patterns
10 permil adjustment of indi.
vidual owmers' television sets.
FPatterns will be on the air from
% 2. m to 5 p. m, during this
period. and  will be bread-
cast  occasionally  after Octlo:
ber 1
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Test Patterns
Sent: ‘Live
TV Saturday

Portland's first television sta-
tion. KPTV, plans to broadcast
three hours of "live" television
from 4:30 to 7:30 p. m,, PDT, Sat-
urday for TV's premiere appear-
ance from a Portland transmitter.

Televislon broadcasting began
in Portland at 12:01 a. m. Thurs-
day when KPTV started telecast-
ing a stationary geometric test
pattern. KPTV thus became the
first commercial station in the
United States to telecast in the
recently authorized ultrs high fre-.
quenly (UHF) range.

The station made its {Irst sound
broadcast. lastlng about 20 sec-
onds. at 12:15 a, m. Thursday. The
sound part of television s car.
ried by frequency modulated
(FM) radio. Both the audible and
visible signals are broadcast from
KPTV's temporary transmitter
tower on Councll Crest,

Saturday the Empire Coil com-
pany. owner of KPTV., has
pianned a full afternoon of en-
tertainment for Invited guests,
marking the stsrt of pFogram
telecasting, R. G, Freepman, vice
president of the eompany, an-
nounced.

SPEECHES SLATED

Foliowing a noon receptlon and
luncheon at the Multnomah ho-
iel, the guests will hear speeches

TV PREMIERE

September 19, 1952

by Mayor Dorothy McCullough
Lee: Edgar W. Smith, president
of the Portland Chamber of
Commerce, and Herbert F. May-
er. president of Einpire Coll.

Guests then will be taken by
chartered bus to Councll Crest to
visit the transmitter. They will
return to the Benson hotel, where
distributors have been Invited to
set up sets.

Freeman said actual telecast-
ing wlll begin at 4:30 p. m.
Saturday with a half-hour pro-
gram. from f{ilm, showing
KPTV's operations. At 5 p. m.
the station wlll hook into the
transcontinental network for the
““All-Star Review, a regular TV
feature starring Jimmy Durante
and Margaret Truman.

From 6 p. m. until its signoff
at 7:30 p. m, Saturday the statjon
will carry another network fea-
ture, the "Show of Shows.' f¢a-
turing Imogene Coca and Sid
Caesar, two of the greatest East-
ern TV attractions.

Three different test patterns
were trarismitted from KPTV dur-
ing the day Thursday, and moni-
toring engineers said the pictures
were amazingly good.*Good recep-
tion was reported from as far
away as Salem, and fair reception
in Corvallls,

A few sound slgnals also were
broadcast by the station Thursday,
and oceasionally the test pattern
was trsnsformed into 1 "live”
show when a moving hand, ap-
parentfy that of a station engi-
nDeer, appeared on the screen

Mayer, who arrived in Portland
Wednesday night, sald telecasting
of regularly scheduled programs
i1s expected to begin October 1,
with only intermittent broadcast-
ing between Saturday and then.

With an interim operation per-
mit Rranted by the federal commu.
nications commiasion Wednesday,

PLANNED . . .,

PORTLAND, OREGON JOURNAL

First Portland Video
Patterns Go on Air

KPTV was allowed lo begin test-
ing.
WORILD SERIES DUE
“If \he tests are satisfaclory”
Mayer sald, “the target date for

regulsrly scheduied programs wiil
be October 1. We willi open wlth
a coast-10-coast salute preceding
a network World Series telecast.”

He sald statlons throughout
the country probably wiil salute
KPTYV as Portland's first station
and the first UHF station in his.
tory.

Some programs probably will
be telecast through KPTV be-
tween pext Saturday and the Oc-
tober 1 start of regular programs.
Mayer stated. They will be most.
ly in the evenings. Some test pro-
grams will be run in the daytime
to give TV servicemen a chance
to install and align sets.

The telecasts at first wlil be
entirely network shows, ‘Live
shows, originating in Portland,
will come later.

"If we go as fast as we have 3o
far" sald Mayer, “we may have
live telecasts in three months—
but that will be a tight schedu’..
We have a lot of work to do.”

He said one TV camera already
is in Portland and two more are
on the way. However, the station's
studio building must be complete-
ly remodeled, crews must oe
trained and other detalls taken
care of before things are in readi-
ness,

Although the station will oper-
ate at first oo about one fifth of
Ita ultimate power output of 88
kilowatts, receptlon throughout
Portland should be excellent, ac-
cording to engineers. Fringe re-
ception still may be good beyond
a 15-mile radius,

'‘BOW TIE* BEST

Some TV set owners psobably
wiil be abie to pick up the ULIF
telecasts on their regular VHF
antennas—the kind they are now
using to plck up Seasttle telecasts.
However, according to Mayer, the
best UHF reception will be
through a ‘*“bow tie” antenna
which may be clipped to a VHr
antenna. A separate transmission
line from the UHF antenna is
needed, however.

Mayer apoke freely on his com-
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pany's planned operations. He

sa‘d earlier seecrecy was for two
reasons:

“Jt we had set an early dead-
line and then ran into lrouble and
broke our promlse, It would have
been bad. It alzo would have been
bad to snnounce an earlier date
and have a repetition of what
happened in Denver with regard
to sales of sets.”
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THE OREGONIAN. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1592

Telev1s1on Control Room Readv

SOURCE The cemter of Portiand television Is the con-  Thursday. Above is view of lransmitter end its control board
ttol room of KPTV, opened for photographs in foreground. It is flrst UHF televislon station in country.

Russ Olsen (left), KPTV chief engineer, and William Victor Bary, NBC engineer who is helping to in.
LOG FILTER

McAlister, NBC engineer, check log in front of trans. stall KPTV'L equipment, examines ultra high
mitter. which was formerly in operation in Bridgeport, Conn., fraquency filterplexer, which co-ordinates TV sound and
where it was used experimentally by RCA in tests of new UHF, image. Test pattern shown had “excellent” kignel Thursday.

20
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MARTIN CODEL’s

AUTHORITATIVE NEWS SERVICE
FOR MANAGEMENT

OF THE

VISUAL BROADCASTING

AND ALLIED ELECTRONICS
ARTS AND INDUSTRY

with ELECTRONICS REPORTS

i S SR S S TR S Sl O o . . o o o o e e S e e e e )

PUBLISKED WEEKLY BY RADIC NEWS BUREAU « WYATT BLDG. « WASHINGTON 5, 0.C. « TELEPHONE STERLING 1755 » VOL. &,  Ne. 35

September 20, 1962

PORTLAND'S FIRST STATION ON THE AIR: It took a born-%-bred easterner, who confesses
he'd never been west of Chicago until this week, to lead in pioneering not only TV
but uhf TV in the nation's largest unserved city -- Portland, Ore. o

This week, he threw the entire industry -- telecasters, manufacturers, dis-
tributors, even the Federal regulators -- into a dither of excitement by the amazing
manner of his successful effort to bring TV service into Portland quickly. His new
KPTV (Channel 27) went on the air at midnight Thursday, only 60 hours after trans-
mitter and tower completed journey across continentt

Having staked a bonanza TV claim in Cleveland, where he sought and obtainec
a vhf grant in 1949, while skeptical local interests sat on their hands, LlL-year-old
Herbert Mayer, president of Empire Coil Co., New Rochelle, N.Y., asked for and got
first uncontested grant (uhf) in Portland last July 11, immediately upon lifting of
freeze (Vol, 8:28), Local interests had disdained the uhf channel he sought.

What's most astonishing was that some 5 weeks after grant he bought up the
RCA=-NBC experimental uhf station in Bridgeport, tower and all (Vol. 8:35); had it
dismantled Aug, 25 and shipped by trucks and special freight car to Portland; got it
installed and 250-ft, tower up within 24 days after arrival Sept. 11, along with a
small cinder-block building; went on air for tests at 12:01 a.m., Sep*. 18; and --

KPTV begins carrying NBC-TV network, some films and a few commercial spots
this Saturday, September 20, to give city its first program service., Formal debut
date is Oct, 1, time of World Series, and in a matter of months consulting engineer
Ben Adler will have 25,000-s3q, fte. studio-office building ready in downtown district,

* #* * W+

It's much too early to gauge signal values, though RCA, Philco and other
set makers have crews on hand taking measurements, First report from RCA fieldmen
was that test patterns were verv good within 10-mi., radius, and from Philco that its
built-in antennas got excellent pictures 0 miles from transmitter,

By Friday afternoon, dealer Earl Helider reported good reception in Salem,
LO air miles away, and field testers told of clear pictures in Vancouver, about 15
miles, Transmitter on 1300-ft, Council Crest is & ml. from downtown Portland, and
some 85% of the metropolitan area's population is within 10-mi. radius,

Engineers are cautious about early spot checks, though one noted that a 250-
ft. antenna surmounting 1300-ft. elevation offers "ideal conditions"” and told of

21
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TELEVISION JIGEST
September 29, 19352
Page 2

"very satisfactory signals" despite building obstructions to line-of-sight, There
were other reports that reception in some shadow areas wasn't too good,

#* #* + 4

Commercial program service was to start at L:30 p,m, Sat,, with Mayer on
air to introduce "first uhf commercial in history" over "only statlon of its kind
in the world". Commercial 1s RCA's "Success Hill," 1B-min, film of old Bridgeport
operation. Then, at 5 peme (8 pom, EST) NBC-TV pipes in All-Star Revue -- another

7001 break for KPTV, inasmuch as Jimmy Durante and Margaret Truman are stars, After
that come Show of Shows, Hit Parade, possidly a local wrestling show,

Station signs on Sun. with Philco Playhouse, which comes at 6=7 p,m, PST,
then 2-hou£'fffﬁ_wﬁ3et John Doe.™ Going 1ight on spots at outset, Mayer is grogram-
minz on day-to=-day basis at first. He has 3 camera chains on hand, ready for local
productions. Rate card's base is $250 an hour, $50 per spot.

= %* & =

Were the set makers ready? Not too many of them -- for even RCA, from whom
Mayer had bought the plant, had no thought that he could beat his announced inten-
tion of striving for debut "possibly by Election Day, Nov. L."

But there's 1little doubt about availability of sets -- in matter of weeks.
4nd there's none abocut the industry's eagerness to see Mayer's faith in uhf upheld,
if only for its own profite (See roundup on set and tuner activity, p. 9.)

This is indeed uhf TV's proving ground, which all segments of the business,
especially other prospective telecasters & the set manufacturers, are eyeinz keenly
and critically. If the technicians are satisfied, if customers buy the slightly-
more-expensive uhf receivers or the converters, if Mayer puts this one over, he
will go down in the annals of telecasting as one of its most venturesome pioneers.

=

When Mayer and his Washinzton counsel, Morton Wilner, called on FCC chairman
Paul Walker last Monday to tell him KPTV was ready to go on ths air Wednesday, that
veteran radio regulator thought they were simply joshingz. They assured him of their
seriousness, whereupon Mr, Walker at regular Wednesday session of Commission pushed
through the reauired STA (special temporary authority), One minute after midnight
KPTV's power was turned on.

Mayer is the toast of the town as well as the trade, meanwhile; was to be
introduced to local bizwigs at luncheon Saturday. Already the newspapers refer to
him as Portland's "Mr, Television,” It's his first visit to the city of his new
enterprise. He's managing thinzs personally, now recruiting permanent staff, with
assistance of his advance man -- a non-TV chap from his factory named Dick Freeman,

Assuminz consistently satisfactdry sienals, it's regarded as a foregone cer-
tainty that Mayer will make his Portland operation pay. While other local applicants
are forced into competitive hearings in their auest for remaining channels, he
stands to gain year or two head start on any competition,

Whether this property will turn out as successful as his WXEL in Cleveland,
for which he has declined offers up to $5,000,000, is conjectural. BEmpire Coil, a
major transformer manufacturer, and WXEL, he says wryly, will have to carry the load
for KPTV during its swaddling days; also for the other uhf he's building in Denver.

22
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SIGNAL 'BETTER THAN EXPECTED' . . .

RCA VICTOR WA ATEY @
division ofRVadlo Corporation of America -E.: Y 'ld Yy ;if‘.s f-i-b ?E‘

PRESS DIVISION « CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY ¢ WOodlawn 3-8000

FOR RELEASE:
ON RECEIPT

COMMERCIAL UHF TELEVISION BECOMES A REALITY

UHF TELEVISION SIGNAL SUCCESS—Thus read a page one headline in the September 19 issue of the
Portland Oregonian—a succinct appraisal of the opening of the world’'s first commercial ultra-high-

frequency television station.

The station was completed much sooner than expected, and the first signal, a test pattern with

the stations call letters, KPTV, was broadcast at 12:01 A.M. on Thursday., September 18

During the early morning hours, a specially equipped testing truck from the RCA Service Com-
pany toured the streets of Portland. from the downtown business district through residential neigh-
borhoods and suburban areas, measuring the signal strength. With the TV engineers and technicians
in the truck rode Herbert Mayer, president of the Empire Coil Company of New York., owner of KPTV

Reception was clear and steady, and as the testing truck moved from one locality to another, it
became evident that reception was consistently good throughout the area Said Mr. Mayer: "The

picture is far better than I expected . this is great news for the nation."”

If not the whole nation, at least the major part of the television industry—the 4B grantees
and 291 applicants for other UHF channels. an uncounted number of prospective applicants, and the
members of the Federal Communications Commission--were enormously interested in the strength and
quality of KPTV's signal. Success in Portland with the medium-power equipment now commercially
available demonstrated to the TV industry that properly-located UHF stations could provide excellent
service to the public. It meant the FCC's allocation plan. more than three years in the making.
which blueprinted an eventual national TV service of 2053 stations, could be carried forward with

full confidence by all concerned.
Many Men and Many Skills

The speed with which Herbert Mayer put KPTY into operation brought startled praise from most

of the industry and from the citizens of Portland. He insists, however., that the station’s dramatic
23
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THIS PHOTOGRAPH WAS '\AKEN BY U3 ON OCT. 6, 1952 AT THE RALPH
JOHNSON APPLIANCE CO," 355 CEETHR ST., SALEM, OREGON.
N McEwan Photo Shops

— 245 N, High st., Salem

THE OREGONIAN. TUESDAY. OCTOBER 7. 1952

By B. Mike

Behind »Mike

Copyrignt, 19332, Oregonian Pubiahing Company
DISCOVERY THAT SALEM could geta good TV picture from
KPTV was a pleasant and profitable sensation 1o retailers in the
capital city. Initially It had been suppozed that Oregon City was
in the fringe of good UHF reception. But Salem, 38 air miles
away. has been getting strong signals from the Council Crest
tower. at least on some sets. One dealer in South Salem sold and
installed 42 sets tn a weck and then ran short of strips for UHF.
Sales are waiting.
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TRANSMISSION 100 (MILES AWAY . . .

FLETCHER & SMARTT

RADIO AND APPLIANCE SERVICE
1301 WILLAMETTE RTRENT
EUGENE. OREGON

10 November 1962

Mr. Euss Olaen
KPTY
Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr, Olsen;

Pollowlng 1s a report of reception and detsils as received ig
Eugene, Oregen of KPTV Channel 27 at a distanos of slightly over
100 miles alr distance:

"Using an antenna of 16 half-waves in phase (L over L) backed
up with a screen, KPTV's signals have been received on any one of
a dozen different receivers, every day since KPTV's first program.

Y"Reception in clearing weather is much better than at any other
time; the cooler temperatures better than during warm weather. Dur-
ing warm weather, signals were strongest from sign-om, at 9 a.m. ,
until noon; down until an hour before sunset, then up again during
evening. In cool weather signals are consistent through day and
evening.

"Tests were made on a hill 125 feet above the c¢ity,at its el-
evation of 500'. Enclosed is a photograph of KPIV's test pattern
and station identification, taken November 2.%

-~-Excerpts from the two-page
technical report of reception
in Eugene, 100 air miles from
the KPTV transmitter in Portland

Sipocerely,

Z‘/' (’ ":\Q‘- “"'m ™
HoeCo Smartt
Fletcher & Smartt
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Opening ultra-high frequency apectrum s
Lewis and Clark expedition which opened Northwest. Gen.
David Sarnoff said in NBC"s “Sslute to KPTV'"' Wednesday.

The start of dav-long pro-
gramming by KPTV was sig-
naled Wednesday by a 15-min-
ute National Broadcasting com-
“'Salute to KPTV, Port-
and, Or.”

Figuring in the program were
Morgan Best'y. NBC commen-
tator, Paul Walker, chalrman o*

32

“the

SALUTE ACROSS THE NATION . . .

PORTLAND OREGONTIAN

October 2, 1952

NBC Salutes KPTV Role, Starts Day-Long Telecasts

)

comparable to

Sandra Mayer. young daughter ef KPTV's oawner. presents
scroll to General Sarnoff. president of NBC. "tor all NBC has
done for television.”” Pictures from KPTV's menitor screen.

federal communications
commission: Bandra Mayer,
voung daudhter of KPTV's

owner, and Gen. David Sarnoff,
president of NBC

Highlight of the occasion was
Walker's comment that KPTV,
the first commercial ultra high
frequency television station 1n

the nation, will be followed by
many more.

He said equipment and set
manufacturers were doing very
well In keeping up with de-
mand.

Sandra Mayer presented Gen-
eral Sarnoff with a scroll “for
all NBC has done for televi-

www americanradiohistorv com
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Sarnoffl asseried the “opening
of the UHF spectrum may be
compared o the Lewis & Clark
expedilion which opened the
Northwest,” and hailed the Em-
F{ire Cail company, headed by

erbert mayer, for its "pioneer-
ing” in KPTV
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The following paragraphs are portions of speeches made October 1, 1952 in a National
Broadcasting Company nation-wide program saluting KPTV’s initiation of daylong pro-

gramming :

“This is Morgan Beatty, introducing, if I may. a
piece of a miracle—a part of the electronic miracle in
modern American life—that marks the forma! open-
ing of what we may call a new window in our homes,
a window that will ultimately bring all of our present
and our past, and some of our future, before us in a
continuous cavalcade.

*To the engineer and the technician, today's formal
opening (of KPTYV telecasting) is not just a window
or a screen where music, news, history, flow in suc-
cession into our homes. Today marks the official
beginning—to the technician—of UHF: ultra high
frequency television broadcasting.

“Once successful, UHF television will multiply
public service . . . Once established . . . UHF will
penetrate the heart of any wilderness.

“Today . .. is a milestone in history, for three rea-
sons: Because the Federal Communications Commis-
sion . . . has licensed the first UHF television station
in the world. In Portland, Ore., Station KPTV is on
the alr on Channel 27—the very first television sta-
tion of any kind in the City of Roses.

“Today ix a milestone hecause the personal enter-
prine of Herbert Maver has accomplished the impos-
nible. He has begun operations from scratch. since
July 11. Today he is performing. through KPTYV, a
complete nervice to the community of Portland.

*Today Is a milestone hecause the Radio Copora-
tion of America consigned new and pioneering equip-
ment to Mr. Maver, transported the delicate mecha-
nisms acrosx the natlon, and had them operating in a
month's {ime. This is an example of teamwork among
governmeni, the enterprising eftizen and the great
corporation—an example unexcelled in the history of
American industry.”

Morgan Beatty,
NBC commentator

“A new eri of expansion has opened in American
television. The post-war development of television
has been one of the wonders of American Industrial
progresas.

“Today we sulute the first UHF television station

to go on the air. This proud distinction goes to Sta-
tion KPTV, of Portland, Oregon. . .

“I congratulate Station KPTV on being America's
pioneer UHF station. It is blazing a trail. It is a har-
binger of more abundant television service to all
Americans.”

—Paul A. Walker, chairman
Federal Communications Commission

“I am in NBC studios in New York, representing
my father, who is now in Portland with vou. I am
very thrilled to he here today with General Sarnofl,
who is such a wonderful man, and I know you are all
thrilled to have UHF in Portland, the first television
station in the world and in history that is UHF;
which means ultra high frequency.”

—Sandra Mayer, 14, representing
her father, Herbert Mayer, president,
Empire Coil Company,
owner of Station KPTV

“As a triumph in radio exploration, the opening of
the ultra high frequency spectrum may well be com-
pared with the historic Lewis and Clark Expedition
that opened up the Northwest wilderness . . .

“As those famous explorers pushed westward over-
land through forests, over rivers and mountains, so
the RCA research scientists and engineers, for more
than 25 years, have conducted expeditions in the
wilderness of space to reach the goal of ultra high
frequency

‘**As the pioneer explorers confronted obstacle after
obhstacle, so have the radio pioneers found the going
hard. It is no easy job to open up new and invisible
territories that spread through space. It is no easy
job to make space itself captive. Indeed, it may be
said of UHF as it was said of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, that few feats of exploration excel this in
romantic interest

“We are happy to have had a part in blazing this
trail across the continent, and are pleased to have
KPTV affiliated with the NBC TV network."”

~—Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff,
Chalrman of the Board
Radio Corporstion of America
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NEWSMEN PAY TRIBUTE TO . . .

ONCE IN A LIFETIME, perhaps, one might find all typewriters idled, oll newsstaffers stopped In their

tracks, in the City Room of a metropolitan morning poper at three in the afternoon. Such an event took

| place in the editorial department of the Portland Oregonian, the historic ofternoon television made its
advent, and the collection of editers, reporters, radio stotion men, political figures, and engravers, inter-

o€ spersed with dispatch department personnel, is here shown, watching the first TV telecast. Shown: Herb

Lorson, drama-music editor; Wally Turner, reporter; Jim Ferguson, copy reader; Larry Borber, marine editor;
Malcolm Bouer, editorial writer; Ted Wagner, farm-home-gorden editor; Merlin Blois, business editor; Dick
Godfrey, rewrite; Don Blenkinsop, accounting; Hi Showerman, slot man; Mrs. “Tommy* Tomlinson, executive
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SANDRA MAYER, 14, daughter of KPTV's founder, Herbert Mayer, president of Empire Coil company, is
shown speaking these words in her reaction 1o the rapid canstruction of the station on Council Crest

TELEVISION DIGEST October L, 1952

Portland's KPTV, which as the ploneer uhf station is becoming a sort of pct-
ted darling of the industry, got an exceptional sendoff Oct. 1 when, just prior to
the opening World Series telecast, owner Herbert Maver's very telegenic l4-year-cld
daughter Sandra went before NBC-TV cameras to present scroll to RCA'sc Gen. Sarnoff.

Portland and rest of network first saw and heard FCC chairman Paul Walker
welcome KPTV as “a harbinger of the more abundant TV to come." Sarnoff referred to

Maver's effort as being "in the traditional pioneer spirit of the great Northwest,”
and likened the opening of "new uhf frontiers" to the Lewis & Clark expedition.

KPTV is now operating from noon to 1l p.m. daily, taking all 4 networks.
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IN APPRECIATION TO RCA . <.

Ravio ¢ orporation of America

ey o the Radio Corporition of AMETICA Las in He post made
‘hl[ {119, cubstanding contributiona to the development and growth of televieion,
= | both in the Very 1“¢I, Jrcaoueuiu and i the Ultra ]hﬂk Jru‘m:ur, and

] o their rplandid contributious of planning. research, and genius have made
,l rl nﬁ it possible for television station KPTU 1 begin broadcasting ab this
] time ou Chasnel 27 in the Q:dﬂ of Portland, G’Nson-, and

Aees XPTU s the f"l.rsl commercial UHF telcvision station 1o i om the
Y ‘l rl [lfl, air, end as such, dasives to honor Rca for its excaptiomal sevvice
to the American public in f\u’\hrh\a the progress of UKF;

g i~ ) 1

wum @hl‘rrfl" L‘ h_cyprlcinﬂw rccoan'\t'wn oF the umnilzuld Bﬂuﬂiis
whick the Havio Corporation of AMErita has contributed
as aforemontioned, and in further nition of the many wags in
which BRECA fas assisted KPTVY i ils ?Pforls to %ﬂna
television to }h Portland area at the carlicst possibls date, we tender
this Certificate 1o howr the Radio Corporation of America

as the sponsor of Success Jhll. the firot commercial program to be
trocdcast on UHF in ‘Li.stora.

Presented this 1st day of
@Cht‘!r‘, 195Q1

to David Snnwg'
Chairman of the Board,
Radio Corporation of America

€mpirc Coil Companp. ¥nc.
1 President
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FURTHER TESTS |OKEH UHF'. . .

o~ -

geil”

October L, 1932

REPOBTS ON POBTLAKD UHF CONTINUE ‘SOLID No question at all about adequacy of uhf
signal in Portland, now that another week of! measuring and testing new KPIV's signal
has elapsed. Nor is there any question about ability of most receiving units to
extract good picture from Signal within about 20 miles. Nonetheless, there's spir-
ited competition among proponents of each type of receiving device.

Quite solid coverage out to 25 miles is reported by KPIV consultant Ben
Adler who spent consSiderable time studving reception throughout area, Results are
much better than in Bridgeport, he says, largely because of more antenna helght.

Enhancing coverage, Adler adds, 1s fact antenna is tilted down (electri-
cally) 1 degree in all directions, additional 1 degree (mechanically) to east over
city. However, signal 1s still weak at foot of hill on which antenna is located.

Carefully mentioning no brand names, Adler says that Some tuners aren‘t wmuch
good where signals are below 1000-2000 uv/m, compared with vhf's lower limit of 100-
200 uv/m. But he's gquick to point out that 2000 uv/m signal goes out 25-30 miles.

Curiously, simplest receiving antennas seem best, according to Adler. Some,
made by companies with excellent reputations, actuslly produce less gain than simple
dipole. Adler attributes this to efforts to cover too many channels.

Anotner intefesting phenomenon is ceused by fir trees, no less. Adler re-
ports that firs, in weak signal areas, can completely block signals. Since firs
retain needles year around, problem isn't seasonal. Adler says, however, that sat-
isfactory echo or *ghost® can sometimes be found when direct signal 1is blocked out.

DPr, Allen DuMont is quite pleased with his on-the-spot inspection, finding
"reasonably satisfactory service® throughout area. He told us he's satisfied that
the few ®"shadows®™ behind hills can be licked.

One problem that did arise, Dr. Dumont says, is 'interference from police and
taxi radio. This is being eliminated in new strips supplied by Standard Coil for
DuMeont's turret tuners.

L] L] * L

RCA has pulled out all the stops, now that some of its best engineers have
completed intensive field strength surveys in Portland.

"Uhf looks better every day," company Says in official statement that's as
enthusiastic as last week's was guarded (Vol. 8:39). °First optimistic reports from
Portland -- which to many seemed almost too good to believe =- are being solidly
confirmed as more evidence comes in."

Nearly every Sstreet in Portland and main ronds 25 miles in every direction
were covered, RCA reports, and techniciens concluded that primary coverage extends
about 20 miles. Secondary coverage runs 30-40 miles north and south, but mountains
limit east-west coverage to about 25 miles. Only a few Small shadows were found.

RCA is completing report which, it says, "will confirm in every way the
early enthusiastic reports of the phenomenal operation of KPIV."

FCC is also considering field strength survey in Portland, may work with
Bureau of Standards on project. Commission 1s anxious for advent of WHUM-TV, Read-
ing, Pa., for high-powered "test tube® nearer Washington.

- -

www.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

, KPTV BRINGS BUSINESS BOOM . .

COMMUNICATIONS

TROUBLE =° bYl""d"c' of the first ultra h'P.h frequency TV station in the U. S.
Conveutional scts inust be re-tuned. Customners howl for service as . . .

TV Hits Portland with a Bang

Take any fairsized U.S. citv. Give
alt its neighbors tclevision, but make
this on€ city do without until it’'s sccth-
ng with impatience. Then, suddenly,
open up a station and start broadeasting,

That's” about as good a formula as
any for bringing the city’s business to
a boil.

To make it bail cven faster, ri )our
station with a JHF (ultra lu%

quency) transinitter. Since almaost afl
TV scts now on the market are geared
to receive only VI (very high fre-
quency) sigials, this will send distribu-
tors, rctailers, and customers seutrying
for frequency converters as well as for
the scts themselves.

All this is happening in Portland,
Ore. TV-less longer than any other
big city in the country, Portland finally

wwWw americanradiohistorvy com

BUSINESS WEEK = Oct. 4, 1952

watched broadcasts from its own station
last weck. Though it was last to get
TV, it was fiest in another respect: Tis
station—KPTV—is the first in the conn
try to opcrate commercially on UH |
* Where It Came From—KPIV s
owncd and operated by Empire Coil
Co.. a television parts maker with head
quarters in New Rochelle, NO Y. [t
president, |letbert Mayer, is an cxccu:
tive with a shrewd cyc for opportunity
When he opened his Portland station
last week, he added 3 surprise ending
to a storv that the television industry
had been following for some time

VHF was morc popular thun UL
when, last April. the Federal Comnmnn
cations Connmssion thawed out it
frccze on TV and began allocating
channcls to pms[x'ctnc station builders
(B\V—Apr.19'52,p27). But sonic hid
ders—among them Maver—decided to
take a chance on ULIF. Their reason
were that (1) UHF channels were casier
to get, sinee fewer people wanted thean
and (2) UIF television,  cogineers
think. comcs throngh more clearhy: it
less suh|cct to interference and produce
fewer “ghosts

After FCC began handing out the
channel penmits, cves of the ndustry
turncd to Reading, Pa. Up there,
radio cxecutive named John Greig was
working on what he figured would be
the first comumcrcial UL station
(B\V—Aug.9°'52.p42). Working with
him was é‘cncr. Flcetric Co. GF had
developed a gadget called o Klustron,
which put out a powerful U uign: il

Mceantime, up m Connecticut. Radio
Corp. of Amcrica and National Broad
casting Corp. were ficld-testing a UITI
transmitter of their own. Devclopment
work on it wais about fnshed. It was
actuatly opcrating

This was where Mayer came in with
his surprise ¢nding. Tle wanted to be
first in Portland with a station, first in
the country with UHF. le kuew he'd
better hurrv. So he went up to Con-
necticut, bought RCA’s .md NBC's
transnitter outright, and shipped the
whole works to Portland. Fxperts fig
ured it would be three to five months
befure Maver ecould get it nigged up
again. But his technicians har.? it on
the air with a test signal in three weeks.
* Surprise—=This knocked Portland for
a loop.  Previously, Maver had an-
nounced that he hopcd to gt KP1'V
on the air around ‘Fhanksgiving. Sup-
phecrs and retailers geared their opera-
tions accordingly, owdered TV merchan-
dise for delivery in October.  'Then
Naver moved the date up to Anmstice
Day, then Nov. 1. Farlv customers
began coming into the stores, bonght
scts and antennas before the probable
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cont,

“,. . they're running their
plants overtime, shipping
adapters via air freight . . .”

COMMUNICATIONS sterts ea p. 170

tush started. Dealers were already nenv-
ous about the supply situation when, on
Scpt. 16. Maver calmly announced that
KPIV's fint commecrcial broadcast
would hit the air in four davs. It did—
on the cvening of Scpt. 20.

» Converters and Adapters—Before
long. dcalcrs were scraping the bottom
of thc barrel for TV scts. The supply
situation was made even wore by the
fact that KPTV was on UHF. A cus-
tomer’s set could no morc pick up
KPTV's signal than could his clectric
toaster, unless he had a converter or
adapter strip to go with it.

A converter is an clectronic gadget
about the size of a smull radio, which
can be plugged into a VIIF sct to inake
it bring in UHF chanucls. 1t costs any-
where froon S40 to $50. An adapter
strip. costing from $10 to S26. fits into
the receiver and brings in one specific
UHF channel—in  Portland’s case,
Channel 27.

Both converters and strips—as well as
the television sets themsclves—are in
wocfuolly short supply right now in
Portland. Makers or the gadgets, such
as Standard Coil Co., Los Angcles, had
scheduled shipments starting  around
Oct. 1. Now thev're running their
plants overtime. bundling the adapters
off to Portland via air freight. TV sct
makers arc going full blast, too. RCA.
for one. has sct up a special assembl
line to put built-in converters into sct.
destined for Portland.

s Size of the Market-Portland bus.
nessmen think it will be months now
before the supply of scts and converter:
finallv catchcs up to the present de-
mand.

Prior to the time KPTV went on the
air, Portlanders were able to get fairly
%?\(;d ccception from Scattle’s KING-

. Rectailers figure this sold some
3,000 scts in Portland. Thev origin-
ally estimated that KPTV would scll up
to 150,000 more—mostly in the metro-
politan area. But now it tumns out that
UHF signals go farther than had been
cxpected. KPTV is operating at only
onc-fifth its full rated power.

But at Salem. a town somc S0 mi.
away from KPTV's transmittcr, the
station’s first broadcasts came in so
brightly that the few available séts in
town went like hotcakes. Portland re-
tailers have now added a good 25% to
their original estimates of the approxi-
mate number of potential buyers of
tclevision sets.

¢ The Denver Story—A situation like
this—tremendous demand and low sup-
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P lead to all sorts of unhappy e

sults. Portland businessmen know this.
They remember what happened in
Denver, Colo., earlier this year.

Like Portland, Denver was one of
the last big cities to get a TV station
(BW—MayZ'SZan). When it did,

t-up demand came out of its cage
ike a tiger. Consumers were ready to
buy anything that had a TV screen on
it—for any price. The result was that
truckloads of obsolete, spavined, and
otherwise unwanted sets from all over
the country were rushed to Denver and
unloaded there, These inferior sets
commanded premium prices. New sets
sold for 20% to 30% more than in
other cities. According to W. Dan

Bell, director of Denver's Better Busi-
ness Bureau, there are still 500 in-
dividuals or companies trying to sell TV
in Denver—including a mortuary, a
florist, an antique shop, and a gas sta-
tion. Denver businessmen call it the
*1952 gold rush.”

s Policing Job-—-Denver's Better Busi-
ness Bureau got things fairly well under
control after a while. Portland’'s BBB,
taking a tip from Denver, is setting up
safeguards to prevent another version of
the gold rush in its own city.

Among other things, the Portland
bureau has started a file of distributor-
authorized TV dealers in the city. In
newspaper ads. the bureau is inviting
citizens to query on doubtful merchants,
warning prospective customers of the
dangers of hastv buying.
¢ Orderly Rush—Even though Portland
has avoided a gold rush so far. plenty
of money is being made. A major bank
estimates that sales will hit $12.
million bv this time next vear. Mecier
& Frank Co., big Portland department
store, is said to Eave sold 150 sets the
first day after it began full-scale adver-
tising. Now it averages 100 sets a day.

Newspaper advertising. according to
one newspaper exccutive, is “turning
into a bonanza.” Total TV advertisin
oKuﬂav for the first six months o%

PTV’s operation is expected to come
near SSOO,%%O.

KPTV itself is doing all right, too.
Atll‘\lrcg;stln spots in its first shows have
50! . The station ts advertis-
ing from both local anmional busi-
ness to increase as the number of

viewers goes up.

'Shﬁm. O_Dcration—Right now, the
station’s equipment consists mainlv of
a transmitter on a hilltop in Portland’s
city park. Its 41-ft, antenna stands at
a 210-t. tower. KPTV engineers thin
t}ns_ is plenty high enough, since the
major population areas around Portland
are on low and fairly Aat territory.

KPTV has no studios of its own as
vet. In about three months it expects
to finish remodeling a factory buikding.
Network shows and films will be its
major fare until the studios are ready.
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KPTV, Portland, First Commercial
UHF Television Station on Air

Transmatter that Made Television Hisiory ar Bridgepori, Conn.
Used m Oregon to Speed TV Programs to the Northwest

IN a surprise move made possible by round-the-clock
labors of engineers and construction crews, station
KPTV, pioneer commercial UHF station, went on the
air in Portland, Oregon, at midnight on September 18.
Since thar time, an increasing flow of TV receivers and
UHF Selectors into the Oregon city has made it possible
for the station’s images to be viewed by thousands of
residents. Reports of reception have been enthusiastic
in their appraisal of the picrure clarity and signal strength
throughout the city and in some instances as far as
40 miles from the transmitter site on Council Crest, a
1,000 foot hill near Portland. The speed with which
KPTV was put into operation brought praise from a
large segment of the industry and from the citizens of
Portland.

Regular programming by the station began on
October 1 with a special pick-up from New York dur-
ing which FCC Commissioner Paul A, Walker and Brig.
General David Sarnoff extended their congratulations to
the station and its owner.

Speaking from Washington, D. C,, Chairman Walker
referred to KPTV as the “harbinger” of a new era of
expansion for American television. He commented
upon the speed with which the station was installed at
Portland by its owner, Herbert Mayer, President of The
Empire Coil Company, Inc.

Upon completion of Commissioner Walker's re-
marks, the program switched to New York where Miss
Sandra Mayer, on behalf of her father, presented to
General Sarnoff a citation in appreciative recognition of
the manifold benefits which the Radio Corporation of
America has contributed to the development and growth
of television as well as to the planning and research
that made it possible for KPTV to begin broadcasting
at that time on UHF.

"In bringing television to Portland, Mr. Mayer and
his associates have acted in the traditional pioneering
spirit of the great Northwest,” General Sarooff said.
“They are blazing a new trail which leads to and from
all parts of the country.

“As a triumph in radio exploration,” he said, “the
opening of the UHF spectrum may well be compared
with the historic Lewis and Clark expedition that opened

up the northwest wilderness and made valuable scientific
collections and observations. As those famous explorers
pushed westward overland through forests, over rivers
and mountains, so RCA research scientists and engineers
for more than 25 years have conducted an expedition in
the wilderness of space. To reach the goal of UHF they
had to develop new electronic tools, new ctypes of elec-
tron tubes and other equipment. Indeed, it may
be said of UHF, as it was said of the Lewis and Clark
expedition, ‘Few feats of exploration excel this in
romantic interest.

"These ultra-high frequencies are of great signific-
ance to the future of television,” General Sarnoff said.
“"Hundreds of new channels bring additional millions of
Americans into range of television programs, not only
for enterrainment and news but for education.

"Chairman Walker and his associates on the Federal
Communications Commission are to be highly com-
mended for their great interest in bringing the new
trails of UHF into service. By licensing new stations
they now encourage the television broadcasters to make

(Continued on page 30)

Engineers in control room of KPTV making final adjust-
ments as station prepored to go on air.
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KPTV —First Commercial
UHF Station on Air

(Continued from page 9)

use of these new pathways through the air by filling
them with program traffic.

“We are happy to have had a part in blazing this
trail across the continent, and are pleased to have KPTV
affiliaced with the National Broadcasting Company's TV
nerwork, 1 know NBC will do its best to bring you
entertainment, news, education and sports from all parts
of our great country, and from places beyond its borders.
And we look forward to seeing programs and events
from Oregon which you will send to us.”

The construction permic for che station was received
by The Empire Coil Company on July 11, 1952, soon
afrer the lifting of the FCC “freeze.” Then, the firm
bought the transmitter and associated equipment which
had been operating for more than two years in the RCA-
NBC experimental UHF station, KC2X AK, near Bridge-
port, Conn. This station had provided the industry
with the opportunity to unravel the secretrs of UHF
broadcasting, and manufacturers with the means for
developing and testing UHF receiving equipment. Du-
ing this same period the RCA Service Company con-
ducted field tests with various types of receiving an-
reanas, transmission lines, UHF tuners, and selecrors for
TV sets.

On August 25, engineers from NBC, RCA, Adler
Communication Laboratory, and Empire Coil Company
began dismantling the 1-kw station for shipment, via
truck and fase freight, co Portland. Some of the NBC
engineering staff wenc along to help KPTV engineers
assemble and install ir in its new location.

On September 9, construction was started on a 250-
foot tower atop Council Crest. A special RCA broadcast
antenna, which left Camden by express on September 6,
arrived in Portland September 11, and was installed the
same day on the tower, which had already been com-
pleted.

By that same date, all the transmitting and related
equipment had arrived from Bridgeporr, and engineers
and rechnicians were working around the clock to re-
assemble it.

Two and one-half days later, a cinder-block building
had been completed to house the transmitter, which was
then ready for operarion.

ﬁ‘:nj'rv ?},AZIN}‘; TRAIL .._1 :

H\'.

The high qualicy of the initial test partern on
September 18 was matched in subsequent tests. The
newspapers carried test pattern pictures on page one,
congratulating KPTV on their clarity. The excellence

of the reception made it abundantly clear chat although
the engineers and technicians had worked long, hard,
and fast to put KPTV on the air, there had been no
compromise with engineering standards. The station
stood securely on its performance.

At 4:30 P.M. on Saturady, September 20—only two
days after the initial test—the station offered its first
commercial program. It was a televised showing of a
film, sponsored by RCA Victor, depicting the growth
and development of UHF relevision, and was titled
“Success Hill.” Commercial UHF relevision was a
reality. This was followed by “live" programs picked
up from the NBC nerwork.

In the incredibly short space of three weeks, rhe
country’s firsc. UHF scation had been constructed and
put on the air with sponsored programs.

The station is spreading a strong signal over the city
of Portland with its present 1-kw transmirter, and 14-
section antenna, providing effective radiated power of
17.6 kw. It is also putting a Grade A signal into the
adjacent cities of Vancouver, Wash., and St. Helens and
Oregon City, Ore. One of the first to report oo the
test patcern was a dealer in Salem, Ore., 42 air miles
from Portland, who described the picture as “very good.”

KPTV eventually will operate with a 5-kw rtrans-
mirter, providing effective radiated power of 87.9 kw.
For the present, the station will air network programs
and local film shows only, but when studios in down-
town Portland are completed, it will be able to originate
“live” programs locally.

30 RADIO AGE

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

F=—'—

B e
ey

MAYER AND BABY ‘DOING FINE/ . . .

Newsweek

Ociober 6, 1952

‘Upslairs' TV

When the Fedenil Conmrnunications
Commission lilted its brieeze on television
stationn building i April, it allocated
1.943 new outlets that could blanket the
country. But only 311 were in the very
high frequencies {channels 2-13), where
all TV had been up to then. The rest of
the allocations—three-tourths of the total
—wimhl utilize the wntried  witra-hich
trequencies (channels 14-83)

Many hroadeasters  were  less  than
clated at the prospect of “upstairs™ tele-
casting, By lust week only 283 applica-
tions tor UHF stations had been received
by the commission, while 438 companies
hind nsked for the tried and true (and
very luenative) VHF channels. The rex-
son: UHF is full of problems. Trunsinit:
ters, anteunas. and sets all cost more; and
the “upstains” signal often does not travel
as far or as well.

But last week the first UHF station in
the world was on the air and doing fine.
KPTV in Porthund, Ore., is the testing
ground for UHF because of one man,
Herbert Mayer, president of the Empire
Coil Co. of New Rochelle, N.Y. The 44-
vear-old  Mayer, who owns one VHF
station (WXEL in Cleveland), received
his Portlund grant in mid-July only he-
cause no one who lived i the TV less
city wanted channel 27, In August he
bought RCA's experitnental UHF station
in Bridgeport, Conn., and started shipping
it piccemeal 10 Oregon on planes. trucks,
and freight cars. This week KPTV, ol
though still without a studia. is picking
up NBC programs. As one resident put
it: “Thev kept telling us it would De
Thanksgiving or at least ¢lection before
we would have anvthimg. Then suddenty
it was here.”

Bumshs Maver hurried his transinitter
to Porthand hecanse, be savs, “we wanted
to bring the wonderful advantage tele-
vision has to offer at the ewliest possible
date.” One RCA vepresentative had =
simpler reason: “The first one gets the
gravy. The secomd gets nothing.”

It looked, last week. as thnugh the
gravy was on ity wav. The biggest re
tailer in Portland sold his entire stock of
sets in one dav. RCA wuas flying in re-
veivers, loading Flying Tiger planes with
from 35 to 42 sets. Last week the demund
far exceeded the supply. The extra cost
attached to UHF sets uppirently makes
no difference to a video-hungry town.

Mayer had two problems left. Recep-
tion—which is much trickier than with

VHF-was spotty. And the set manufac-
turers and dealers, caupght by surprise
with Mayer's hurrv, needed more UHF
teceivers  and  converters;  and  they
needed them quicklv. When these prob-
lems are solved, however, UHF will be
accepted. According to the reliable Tele-
vision Digest: “lf Maver puts this one
over, he will go down in the anmals of
telecasting as one of its most venture-
same  pioneers.”
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FIRST COMMERCIAL UHF

KPTV (TV) Portland, Ore., on Air

By EARL B. ABRAMS
MONTHS ahead of all expecta-
tions, the first commercial uhf TV
signal was scheduled to go out
into the ether Saturday from
KPTV (TV) Portland, Ore.

This also will be the first TV

service in that northwest city.
Station put its Channel 27 trans-
mitter on the air within minutes
after it received word Thursday
that the FCC had granted its re-
quest for permission to operate
commercially on arf intetim basis.
KPTV is owned by Empire Coil
Co., New Rochelle, N. Y., electron-
fcs parts manufacturer. Herbert
Mayer i3 president. Empire Coil
is the licensee of

WXEL (TV)

1 Cleveland (which
began operation

T ! in1949) and holds

a construction
5\ - permit. for a uhf

atation in Denver.

The company
also applied for
St. Petersburg.

Mr. Mayer Tampsa, Fla., and

for San Juan,

P. R. Those applications were with-
drawn recently.

Ability to get on the air so quick-
Iy—station received its CP July
tl—is attrihuted to the purchase
of the 2'%-year-old RCA Bridge-
port experimental uhf TV station
last month [B*T. Sept. 1].

Brideeport 1-kw station was dis-
mantled Aug. 25, shipped by fast
freight and truck to Portland, and
reassembled by the same RCA en-
gineers why operated the plant in
the East. All parts were coded and
n day and night shift of workers
nided in 1ts installation which was
completed Sept. 11.

Special RCA Victor 21-gain an-
tenna was expressed from Camden
Sept. 6, arrived in Portland Sept.
11 and was installed that evening.
Two hundred-and-fifty ft. tower
was begun Sept. 9 and completed
Sept. 11, in time to receive the
antenna.

BROADCASTING ©® Telecasting

44

September 29, 1952

Claims Viewers' Calls

Although Mr. Mayer admitted
that he had no idea of the number
of TV sets in Portland capable of
picking up his 17.6 kw signsal, he
said that calls from viewers began
to come in last Thursday.

A special BROADCASTING ® TELE-
CASTING check of major receiver
manufacturers indicated that all
were rushing complete TV sets to
the Portland market. Most were
also sending in uhf strips so that
turret tunefs could be adapted for
the uhf channel.

Only sponsor signed for the
KPTV inauguration was RCA, Mr.
Mayer acknowledged. He reported
that he had “a stack” of requests
tor time and spot sales, but that as
of Thursday he had no idea of
schedule or availabilities.

Opening day’s gala program was
due to begin with a reception and
luncheon at Portland’s Multnemsah
Hotel, to be followed by a visit to
the city-owned Council Crest Park
site in the western hills of the Co-

lumbia River metropolis. First reg-

ular program was due to start at

4:30 p.m., with guests viewing the

telecasts at the Benson Hotel. No-

tables were to include state and
city officials.

M:. Mayer was scheduled to lead
off the first telecast. He was to
be followed by the RCA-sponsored
film of the Bridweport experimental
uhf operation. Following the Alm,
KPTV was scheduled to he hooked
into the NBC-TV network for All
Star Revwe and Show of Showes,
First day on the air was due to end
ut 7:30 p.m.

Regzular, full-scale programming
is scheduled to bexin Oet. 1 with
the World Series, Mr. Mayer said.
Until then the station will be on
a test basis, although programs
will be telecast one or two hours
each night, he said.

Station is putting an B7 dbu
signal over the entire city of Port-
land, Mr. Mayer reported, with the
1-kw transmitter and 17:6 kw ef-
fective radiated power. It is also
putting & Grade A signal (74 dbu)
inte the adjucent cities of Van-
couver. Wash.: St. Helens and
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Oregon City, Ore.: and a Grade B
signal (64 dbu) into Salem, Ore..
and Longview, Wash.

KPTV's CP calls for an efTective
radiated power of 87.9 kw. In his
request for the STA, Mr. Mayer
reported that delivery of 8 5-kw
uhf transmitter was not promised
until November 1953. He also stated
that the visual modulation monitor
was promised for February 1953,
but that aural modulation monitor
and visual and aural frequency
monitors were due to be delivered
in 30 days.

In his application for the STA,
Mr. Mayer stated he intended to
operate for an interim period with
network feeds and local film shows
only. pending completion of studio
facilities in downtown Portland at
735 S. W. 20th Place.

AT&T coaxial cable runs from
Sacramento to Portland, where TV
signals are transposed to micro-
wave facilities for the 150-mile hop
to Seattle.

Transmitter is at the north end
of Council Crest Park, located in
the western hills of Portland. The
14-bay antenna is 1,023 ft. above
average terrain and more than

1.300 ft. above sea level.

There has been some talk in
Portland of the city erecting a 700-
ft. tower at the KPTV site so that
all TV stations can be located at
that point, but nothing definite has
vet taken place.

The site is near the KOIN an-
tenna and field measurements were
necessary to insure that no inter-
ference would be caused to that
station’s directional radiation pat-
tern.

Work Continues

Transmitter went into the shell
of the transmitter building when
it arrived earlier this month. Work
is eontinuing to finish the cinder-
bloek housing, hoth structurally and
with power and water facilities.

As to uhf TV receivers, maost
manufacturers were humping to get
enough stock in the hands of their
distributors and dealers. Only
preblem seems to be that upsweep
in TV sales in recent months has
necessitated quotas for all distrib-
utors, and set makers are unsure
they can get enough sets into Port-
land to meet demand.

RCA Victor planned to have
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from 500 to 750 sets, equipped for
uhf reception, in the hands of its
dealers in time for the opening.
Phitco has sufficient sets in the
city to take care of demand, it 1e-
ported. It has been carrying on a
sales and service training program
there ever since the CP was issued.
Admiral has rushed a shipment
of sets to Portland, with uhf strips
to convert one of its tuirret tuner
channels to the uhf band. It has
also ordered extra strips shipped
to the ¢ity from Standard Coil
Co., Los Angeles tuner maker. Ad-
miral officials doubted that they
could have enough receivers in the
market to take cure of demand.

Emerson reported it was making
“a particular effort” to get sets
into the area, with some shipments
already made. Emerson also re-
ported that special field engineers
have been conducting training ses-
#ions for service men and helping
dealers set up service departments.

DuMont Meeting

DuMont scheduled a special deal-
ers’ mecting to be conducted by the
DuMaont distrihutor in the area,
Nash-Kelvinator Sales. Dr. Allen
R. DuMont is scheduled to address
the g¢roup. Details on current and
projected DuMont shipments inte
the market could not he imme-
diately ascertainerl.

Zenith has been sending strips
to the Portland area since the CP
was issued. It has not been able to
send more than the original allot-
.nent of sets due to the tightness of
Its inventory.

Motorola is sending sets into the
market, with uhf strips ordered
from Standard Coil in Los Angeles.

Hallicrafters teported it was
shipping receivers with uhf tuners
und vhf scts with converters.

Sentinel reporied that it waus
sending sets, with strips to come
from Standard Coll Co. in Los
Angeles.

—_—

September 29, 1952

editorial

Pioneer in Portland

THE WAY of future uhf operations will be
made easier by the enterprise of Herbert
Maver, president of Empire Coil Co., who over
last weekend was to put the nation’s first com-
mercial uhf station on the air in Portland, Ore.

It was fortunate for uhf development thut
the first station should go into operation in
an important market which until then had
been without TV, The uhf interest thus stimu-
lated in Portland eannot help but spread else-
where. Mr. Mayer and RCA, whose engineers
moved the transmitting equipment from
Bridgeport, Conn., to Portland in what must
be a record of efficiency and speed, are to he
commended for their resourcefulness. Their
work will do much for the general expansion
of uhf service.
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HERBERT MAYER

HE WAY Herbert Mayer got into elec-

tronics may not be biographically logical

but judging by his successful career the
transition was commerclally sound.

Nine years of law practice in New York were
suddenly abandoned early in World War 11
when this, successful barrister started worry-
ing because he learned that & shortage of coil-
winding facilities was serlously delaying war
production and anyhow he'd always nursed a
desire to enter business.

Electronics locked like an industry with a
tremendous future so Herbert Mayer decided
to get into it via the coil-winding route. He
not only wanted to be a good busineseman, but
he really was. By the end of the war Empire
Coil Co. was the leading supplier to Westing-
house of intricate radar cofls. Mr. Mayer is
president of Empire.

With arrival of V-J Day, the company con-
verted from radar to the manufacture of radio
coils and transformers. The postwar elec-
tronics industry provided a good market for
these products and the manufacturing plant
thrived.

Two years later—1947 to be specific—Mr.
Mayer was deeply moved by & speech Brig.
Gen. David Sarnoff delivered to s meeting of
Radio Mfra. Assn. In his speech, Gen. Sarnoff
looked into the electronics future and extolled
the coming era of television.

Herbert Mayer weas impressed, just as he
had been impressed by the coil-winding short-
age early in the war. With his customsry
enthusiaam and his desire to create, he applied
for and recelved a grant to construct a tele-
vision station in Cleveland. At the same time
he turned Empire’s energies toward develop-
ment of television components with the result
that the company now is the leading outside
supplier of these parts to RCA and numbers
among <¢ustomers such manufacturers ss
Phileco, DuMont, Capehart-Farnsworth und
Hallicrafters.

Simultaneoualy, the manufacturing division
and embryo television atation proceeded under
forced draft and WXEL (TV) Cleveland went
on the abr Dec. 17, 1949 from suburban Parmas,
sssigned to Channel 9. At that time some
video experts were uttering enide comments
sbout the upper half of the vhf television band
and its economic poasibilities.

Despite the dire predictions, WXEL was an
immediate suecess. It has telecast Cleveland
Indiana baseball games for the past three sea-
sons. Within two years the volume of business
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and desire to provide better pro-
gramming facilities had brought
about an expansion of the Parma
plant to nearly three times its
original size. This culminated in
the opening of downtown offices
and studios in Esquire Theatre,
newly renovated and converted in-
to WXEL Studio D.

Mr. Mayer's electronic appetite
wasn't whetted by the two major
enterprises, however, so he decided
to expand his television empire by
acquiring two uhf grants—Chan-
nel 27 in Portland, Ore., and Chan-
nel 26 in Denver. The two cities
were major video-less areas be-
cause of the drawn-out FCC freete.

The Portland project i3 an epic
in television’s exciting history. Last
July 11 Mr. Mayer got the Port-
land and Denver grants. There
weren't any commercial uhf trans-
mitters &vailable so he bought the
experimental equipment that RCA
has operated at Bridgeport, Conn,,
for several years. The gear was
boxed and shipped by fast freight
and truck to Portland and reas-
sembled by RCA.

All the while, building crews
were working around the clock,
scven days s week, and by Sept.
156 the building was complete and
sll equipment in place. RCA had
hustled out & 21-gain antenna and
it was instulled within five days.
A 260-foot tower that arrived
Sept. 9 was completed Sept. 11
just as the antenna arrived.

The 17.8 kw signal went on the
air at 12:01 a.m. Sept. 18. giving
Portland its first television service.
<The commercial career of this ex-
lawyer thus has been marked by a
series of high-pressure projects,
encugh to wreck the carcass of an
average executive. Herbert Mayer
i8 quite aware of the hazards of
pressure, and therefore is success-
ful in avolding' them. First, his
work is both a vocation and an
avocation. He loves it, and goes to
work at 8:30 a.m. He's a night
owl, and frequently works beyond
milknight.

Next step to avoid ulcers and
reluted business ills consists of
clore adherence to a series of ad-
monitions on his desk. They are
simiple, though numerous —avoid
worry, tension, overwork, over.
fatigue, over-eating, over-haste,
constant deadlines, too little relax-
ation, too few vacations, sorrow.

wwWw americanradiohistorvy com
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Availsble to Employen.

That's & lot of avoiding, but Mr.
Mayer is an efficient avoider. He
backatops this knack with a genial,
disarming smile—a smile that’s an
important factor in his business
and personal life. Though he has
a private office, it’s almost unused
because he prefers a desk in the
general office where he is avail-
able to employes at all timea. His
inspirational leadership has built
up employe loyalty. As one em-
ploye put it, “Being around Her-
bert Mayer is exhilarating and
exciting and a liberal education
on how to conduct a busineas opera-
tion. He is a tremendous force "

Mr. Mayer has an active social
conscience and is quick to employ
handicapped workers as well as
some who need rehabilitation. He
doesn’t like to talk about these
things, dismissing them as “part
of oui responsibility as employers
to give & man a chance.”

Herbert Mayer was born in 1908
in New York City, son of a suc-
cessful builder. At Colgate he
led the debating team and was 8
track star. He got his legal edu-
cation at the U. of Wisconsin. In
1936 he married the former
Frances Leaper, of Green Bay,
Wis, s commercial artist. Her
artistic talents are found, in-
cidentally, in many phases of Em-
pire's activities including plant
decoration, trademarks and letter-
heads. The Mayers have five chil-
dren—"a basketball team” as their
father puts it. two boys and three
girls. They live in Larchmont,
N. Y. His hobbies include skiing
and mountain <limbing.

The philosophy that led to his
electronics progress is summed up
by Mr. Mayer in a quotation from
Rabindranath Tagore, voiced at the
WXEL opening in 1949: “Faith
is the bird that fcels the licht and
sings, while the dawn is still
dark.”
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KPTV’'S SIGNAL
Extends 30-40 Miles——RCA

KPTV (TV) Portland, Cre's “pri-
mary coverage” will extend about
20 miles, RCA's Engineering Prod-
ucts Depl moted last week. The
department had s team of expe
rienced technical experts st work
surveying the Portland operaticn.
KPTV's present power is 18 kw
ERP.

This initial report of 20-mile
effectiveness wes reached after
messurements of the station's sig-
nal, it was explained. KPTV is
the firet uhf station to take to the
sir commercially [BeT, Sept. 29,
22). RCA’s unit, reporting also on
“secondsry coversge,” concluded it
“will be provided to between 30 and
40 miles in the north and south di-
rections (esst and west directions
are limited to 26 miles by moun-
tein ranges).” Primary signal cov-
€r8 all major suburbe and the city's
trading area.

Observation of signal quality
showed excellent pictures over the
area “with the exception of local-
ized (and relatively small) areas
which are 'shadowed’ by interven-
ing hills,” the RCA depsrtment
said. A check of local radio and
television industry (retailers,
wholesalers, service shops, etc.)
indicates that uhf has been re-
ceived with almost unbounded en-
thusiasm by the great majority,”
it was claimed. The engineering
team spent two weeks after the
station’s debut measuring signal
sttength throughout the Portland
atea.

RCA said, “First optimistic re-
ports, which to many seemed al-
most too good to believe, are being
solidly confirmed. ”

FIRST TV signals tranimirted by KPTV (TV) Portland, Ore., were measured
by on RCA Service Co. testing truch when noticn’s flest uth station roak the
air last month [BOT, Sepr. 29, 22].
Arnold |. Kothe, RCA Service Co. sngineering departmant: Ernest C. Bo.tom-

Porticlpating in rests are (I 1o o):

ley, TV rechnicion; Bernard C. Chicoine, West Coast district soles coordinotor,
RCA Victor; ). Dovid Colloghon, RCA Service Co. englneering department;

John P. Bokienbom, vice prasldent in charge of service firm’s consumer pred.
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Sarnott, Walker
Loud KPTVY

BRIG. GEN. David Sarnoff, RCA board chsirmen, last Tuesday com-
pared the growth of uhf and the opening of KPTV (TV) Portla
Ore., nstion’s first commercial uhf station, to the Lewis and Cla
pioneering explorations of the American Northwest.

In a 15-minute telecast shared
with FCC Chairman Paul A.
Waiker and which was carried by
KPTV as the station begun regu-
lsr programming with the first
game of the World Series, Gen.
Sarnoff praised Herbert Magyer,
presldent of Empire Coil Co. Inc.,
which instatled in Portland the
dismantled equipment from the
RCA experimental uhf station at
Bridgeport, Conn., to be the first
uhf commercial station on the air
{BeT, Sept. 22].

Speaking from New York, where
Sandrs Mayer, daughter of Mr.
Mayer, presented the RCA board
chairman a citation in recognition
of RCA’s contribution to the de-
velopment of television. Gen. Sar-
noff said:

“In bringing television to Port-
land, Mr. Herbert Mayer . . . and
his associates have acted in the
traditional pioneering spirit of the
great Northwest.

“As a triumph in radio explora-
tion the opening of the uhf spec-
trum may well be compared with
the historic Lewis and Clark ex-
pedition that opened up the North-
west wilderness.

“These ultra high frequencies
are of great significance to the fu-
ture of television, Hundreds of
new channels bring additional mil-
lions of Americans into range of
television programs.”

Gen. Sarnoff prafeed Chalrman
Walker and his associates on the
FCC *“for their great interest in
bringing the new trails of uhf into
service.

“By licensing new stations they
how encourage the television broad-
casters t0 make use of these new
pathways through the air by filling
them with program traffic.

“We are happy to have had a
part in blazing this trail across
the continent and are pleased to
have KPTV affiliated with the
NBC's television network.”

Speaking from Washington,
D. C., Cheirman Walker greeted
KPTV as the ‘harbinger” of a
new era of expansion for Ameri-
can television. He remarked:

“This takes television into a

-
new frontier of the ether. We canm
now have upwards of 2000 sta-
tions. Thirteen hundred communi-
ties can have their own stations.
More communities can have their
own television station than now
have a dsily newspaper of their
own.

"In due time other uhf stations
will be built all over the nation.”
Chairman Walker said.

KPTV put the country's first
commercial uhf program on the sir
Sept. 20, but regulsar programming
did not begin until last Tuesday.

BROADCASTING

Telecasting

Qciober 6, 19352

uets, who suparvived tests; MHerold E. Dasfors. mancger of press division. RCA

Victar; Lowrence G. Borgeson, West Coort televislon service district monager,

RCA Service Co. Inltiol 1urvey, taken during early morning tour ef city Sept.

18, showed o sharp, steady signal with resulting sncelient coverage, RCA

reported.

Further reports ware more anthusiostic (see story ebove). Antenne

tower ot reor of truch con be rolsed te 70 fest above 1trest level.
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First UHF-TV

Station on Air
KPTV, Portland, Oregon began video

transmission on September I8th

What is believed to have been the first
commercial uhf telecast began with the
airing of a test patterm from KPTV,
Portland, Oregon at 12:01 a,m. on Sep-
tember 18th. Initial reception was re-
ported clear and steady by Herbert
Mayer, president of the Empire Coil
Company of New York, owner of
KPTV. He toured the streets of down-
town Portland and out through sub-
urban areas in a RCA Service Company
truck that was specially equipped for
testing.

A major part of the television in-
dustry is reported to have been greatly
interested in the strength and quality

(Rapio-EL

s b !
of the uhf signal from KPTV, including
the 43 grantees and 291 applicants for
other uhf channels and many more who
are prospective applicants. The FCC's
allocation plan, which has been in the
making for more than three years pro-
vides aa blue print for 2053 similar
transmitters throughout the nation.
Mr. Mayer purchased the transmitter
and associated equipment, which had
been operating as the RCA-NBC experi-
mental uhf transmitter, KC2XAK, lo-
cated near Bridgeport, Connecticut, Dis-
mantling of KC2XAK began on August
25th by englneers from NBC, RCA,
Adler Communication Laboratery and
the Empire Coil Company. The 1 kw
equipment was shipped to Portland,
Oregon by truck and fast freight. Con-
struction of a 250-foot tower on Council
Crest, more than 1000 feet above Port-

WWWw.americanradiohistorv.com

HAT

CTHE BUSINESS MAGALINE OF THE
ECTRONICS SERVICE INDUSTRY

{

38«
e COPY

BIENERT

A

el

g
»

-“.
~ —
W

5T UHE-TV TRANSMITTER

land was begun on September 9th. Two
days later a special RCA broadcast an-
tenna was installed on the completed
tower.

Two days after the initial test the
station aired its first commercial pro-
gram which as a film showing develop-
ment and growth of uhf television spon-
sored by RCA Victor. “Live” programs
from the NBC network followed.

Officlal Opening

KPTV is now spreading a good slgnal
over the city of Portland and a Grade A
slgnal over Vancouver, Washington and
St. Helens and Cregon City, Oregon.
Operating a 1 kw transmitter with a
14-section antenna it provides 17.6 kw
of effectlve radiated power. Dne of the
first reports on its test pattern was re-

(Continued on page 24)
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EARLY CALLERS at KPTV studio headquarters in Irs first half year of life
numbered an estimated 200, ond included television engineers, reseoch-
ists, industry leaders and nerwark Hiciols fram nearly every state and
several foreign countries. One was Horold Page, British Broadcasting
Corporation, in these United States an a United Kingdom Scientific
mission. Due to visit in April was Dr. Tatsye Hayashi, Japanese world
televiston consultant and §. Jujiki, ossistant chief, Radio Regulatory
bureau, Ministry of Post Service, for the Japanese government. Cele-
brities came, too—as did Neva Langtey, Miss Americo of 1933. Interna-
national, nationol and state government officiols dropped by, also—
but it fell 1o Portland’s 1953-56 mayor, Fred L. Peterson, io be first
viewer of the new KPTV offices. His tour of inspection was guided by
Charles D. Richardsen, KPTV purchasing agent. Scores of eager students,
too, sought to view the world’s first UMF commercial station. First of
these were radio-television students of Multnomaoh College, Portland,
accompanied by a. E. Richmond, instructor. According to Albert Bishop,
director, Multnomah College had taken its television students on o 400-
mile 1rip to Seartle and back te inspect o television station, prior to
opening of KPTV.
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Portland’s New Mager

ESIDES Wwing o resling place for an
B snelent olley ¢af. Councill Crest

now Iy the site of Foffland's st
Arlevision lower. a buld symbol of lomor-
row

i il enough (o 88Y, (houEb we've
hesrd Il #fough rreently, thal here |y
the first TV vollel In lown. firer of Lhe
new uitra high frequencies or the first
commereial UHY stalion la the worid
Adds Quner blechert Maver. “Flrui I
nce and ihe only one of lin kind”

He emiles brosdly when he says Lhal
U apother UHF opens snywhere belore
next year he'l) Le surpfised. The same
young | 1 hithpowered lawyrr-
industrislist shuwmsn jusl mighl turn up
In command of UNF No, B He hay such
a beense for Denver

Quiek-wiited and ruddy of flace,
Mayer habliuahly breshs Imto @ grin. but
ibe habii seems only one rrason for the
Pleasure disPlayed heve

Desplle ot madbe Just because of.
Puril. essggersirdly long wali for
*ldea, thie  “Tirv-of-I-kind™  opened
wilh vastly @rester prospecta than any
olher business i recent history. Mewvils,
customers, Brofits sli bul gusrenised

The 750.000 populslion nervabouls 4
Ine new medlum's lergest froniler ton-
quest. And no 1rSument that ulire-high

By JOE STEIN

Talking of his unique I
which was bulll and used as 1 UHF
laboratosy for 214 year™, the Mayer Rrin
i» broad. Te him. the lrapamitler I» &
plece of pertecilon that won'l e dupli-
culed pr matched in any (slure models,

Rut qualfly jent mportant now
before TV-dsy. a Paclfic Power

survey counted 100 i I
Portland—estimates lodsy run
upwards of 10000

Meanwhile, Alay#r's fulure rivaly are
bogard down o battle for licenses Bul
he knows slifi competllion liex ahesd
Oon vHF rally he welcothes Inin
swio pefind for his UHF baby, bul he
2 Tl walcome compeiilion. 11 ere-
ates mare Inlarest.

z

FE shovid kpow, Pour Years agn In

Clevetand hia WXEL-TV opened

that city's third atstion Ln @ yeer tnal
iook gsllana ol red Nk to record Ha mel
lhe chall¢na¢ with hesvy Promotion and
program  emphss o8 youngsicrs ana
baachatl rans Today. WXEL bossts as
good & Hooper us any In Clewelsnd

It alsc bossle » pew wodic {which ne
dedirated wih baliyhoo op bie way to
tire up K'TVL. 5 remodeled downtown
thestre wurth ciose fo 1 million. Looked
al anuther way. WXEL selis o spot an.

1a something new undes lhe
elss, withuut 2notber stae
morths of mors. ean the
eustomars go?

Trede wisescres (hink the MaYes
amile wouldis by so ready U Portlsnd
sel buyers had had & VP sation first
You AR buy 8 et (hat n rQuipped
1o recelve VUF, wheress UHF on sl
bul a few madels entalis "converiers.”
"MrIp o Ulhes eNLFES

Muyer, Mf. UHP himaelf,

bghl beautiful seconds or
YHF ums—ior 335

Portland  edvertisers poy $1TB0 tor
1be same destl. An sdvattbiing esrcutive
Wwid the writer bBls lal of KFTY pros
prels s lang snd cager lo pay wuch
rates 55 633 esch for one-minute com
mercisls ol & siring of 260, Of $127 3U=
loF 57 half-hour proframe Nol bed
:?n he calird Ihese remarking Lhal

half hours sell Tor $308 1o Seatie.

buyers “There are good snd bad etrips.
goud and bad ropveriers, good snd bad
aniannas W'd rsther see Porusnd
lake Il @85y g% guod Teception.™

Thre np on 1ocal spoi Is a8
direct = il Is succesaful Three weeks of
operstion snd the KFTV clock was sold
oul. Baid I3 master: “Wg wani to gies
Purtland Lhe advablage We'te nol Lakind

any I spol for Ihe |
being*

Program-wise. the mlory Is oll non
1ocal. The fans can cxpecl nothing mure
than tuims of nelwork fare belare hesl
Jatwary. Local programming wiil run
Inward man-In-the-siceel  shows  &td
miufi and wports, of which lusl he'd fke
nothing belier than foolbsli "I NCAA
wolld permil.

without | slutf, he'l pick over
the offeringe of four networks for “the
beal Quallly proSrams scross [ha busti
Mayer has no Permanen! nelwork com
mimenl now bul admbls a likid lor
NBC.

This newcomer dosan’l hide & 10
lor lhe tole he's pis¥ing, hough he
Professen a disilke for the lemellght.
Trade efrcles thet covldnt even recoS:
nize his nams s Juns when he ap-
lied for ehannel 27 loday waich every
move he makes. They were Jim a1
suntied ®v the rext of Lhe Industry
when he rushed KFTV Inlo aPeration lo
counfound the expefts and make MNars
oul of the “Informed™ coluninisis

Al thal. he alMosl best Rimself and
NBC when he bpened Lhe slalion. Flans
for 13-minute pregram lo Preceds the
World Series opener at 730 3, m, were
bol gellied unlll @24, while the trans-
continental network cable was sut

Bo fssi weas KPTV arecicd—85 days
Irom lime ol licthse Brant—ibst I
Nabbergasied o whole Indusiry and teft
Marer himself » Uile bresthless “Gee,
o't ibia all enciting?” pe chortled.

IGHT how (he Mayer sntecprive g

mastly temporary. ‘The Council Crest

layuul ‘may be maved |f the cliy's
telecasiars settle somewhere else lor
Iheir brusdeast center, KI'TV won'l nave
a studlo unyl the olfice a1 733 SW Z0Ih
Place Is remodeled  Transmit power
is a Irectiun of the 918 ailowsils #ulh-
orised.

FEA(fJRE -

There’s uoc denyiag the atariling
qualily of Mayer's business backgrusnd,
A lawyer ol mine ycars' practice in New
York, he built s war-baby cleclronics
parig business, the Empire Cod com
paby i6 Néw Hochelle, N (LI ]
profilable concern wilh 506 employes
snd $7 million in yearly sales Produe
Won naturally all goos 1o television sets
in addition, his (amiiy-conirolied [(irm
owns & wire mill in Danbury, Conn,
and (s building & branch plant In Puerlo
Rico. He récenlly abandoncd an appbb
cation for a TV staiion In Tampa Fla.
bul hints ol another impending big deal

Asked why he branehes oul In o
many directiohs, ne sald, ') just have
to be doing sonicthing atl Ihe
To rumory that helt eveniually sell (he
Portland alailun lor a handy profit he
answered: “They wid (he same 1hing
in Clevelund amd rumers were sircog.
oo Bul Lhe lalk died when | lurned
down $7% million lor WXEL . No, KPTY
is hol for sale. We're here 1o siay

Of KPTV'Y 13 employe he pointed
oul thal all but lpur were hired locally.
The Clevelond station’s siaff numbers
0 technicians. incidental-
example ol lclev n‘s hcavy
demand on  manpowel, he said that
ake of 1he Cleveland Indians’ ball
games required 2 Tulldbme <taff of 22
me

None of Mayer's emploves Is covered
by # wnion contract, An atiempt by the
AFL American Federatfon of Radlo
Afilsls 10 orgenlze WXEL Talled 10 sien
up a single member pl the staff. Port-
lapd's Cenirnl Laboe councl has filxed
any nilempl 10 ielevise  wresiling
maithes Irom the Labor ‘Tempie as Inng
as KIFTY remaine noh-uniofi

A bhiewery was ready 1o -sponsar TV
wrestling ¢ach Monday night hul the
councll veloed the plan sfice the elec
Irical workers snd he theairiest Wnion
protcsted 1hat the stallon relused o
deal wilh {hem Bul pol very mueh ol
Ihe natlen’s irle nn indusiry so iat
has been unlonlzed

Mayer's poliCy I {o select his employes
with gresi care. lie says he is not nsl
uninns. 1iis fsciory rayrell fwhich in-
tludes Quite & few of the physically
handitappedl war kepl on the Job duk-
Ine 8 buslness slwmp last year. Durine
a slx-monih period ol ho produclios.
due t6 & drop In salck of TV selx, he sald
he pul his people lo wark on 8 compizie
Iaclafy méinlcnance progra

When we ashed one of Ihe Porlland
staffers hig tithy he said: "There are No
tlirs around here. Lasl werk & ran who
talled himaelf ‘brokrem  director
promptly yot fired.” Mayer himself says
he iies lo work his peopie In a varely
ol jobs

A hard worker whoswe dally rouline
inalx from 8:30 8. m_ to lale cvenind and
occasionally to midnikht. he neverine-
Iess  professen Mmoderation. ile reaiats
high pressuee In a business [amed for
ulcers. ahles away from tension. worsy,
overwork and over-indulgénce. Abuove
all. be haten deadlines

lerbert Mayer Is 5 netiva of New
York ©fly. He was educaied a1 Colgate
and lhe Unbversly of Wisconsin. tle 1s
lne tather of five children. three girls,
two boys. ranging b aye from 20 mofihs
fo 14 yoars,

Mrs. Mayer. s former commercial ar
ist, designs the letterheads, fabels.
rademarka and decoratbons lor all of
her and's  enteeprises. She lius-
irated a pbook he wrote for amall fry.
lhe gtory of s baby elephant. “Llille
Ajax” wparks s ehlldren's program.
“Tasties (n the Alr.” AJax in'in Lhe works
here. 100, but nul unlil 1he pollticsl
Miniflcance of Ine alephami—even tha
wmall one—dies dowa

The Ma¥ers make Lheir home in Larch:
mopl. N. Y. bul, the master of the house-
hold sees lens and less of 1t es his worla
snpands. lle sald wtyly. “I'm reolly bry
1o lHve lour places ance.” DBul
he in 8 Rome-loving sort of man who
Wwalches his owh chlidren’'s reagtion iu
!'?e monsiaf of (elcvision with some mis-

vl

Bald he: “Bomd of the Pragrams are
dowartbt bmpruper Tur chiidren. [ don't
iet my own walch |t o much, Some-
timen | nave 10 shul off (he set and
Chase theém oul of Lhe house on Satus-
dey silarncon.”

SUNDAT JOURMAL MAGAZINE NOVEMBIR 9, 1952—7 M
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18 New TV Outlets Authorized
In 1l MoreCitiesin F. C. C. Rule

By Gene Smith

Eleven cities spread from the
|New England coast to the Pacific
northwest will soon have their first
|regular iook-see at TV. The go-
ahead on statlon permits was is-
[sued Saturday by the Federal
Communications Commission and
includes eighteen new stations in
eleven citles.

The exact date when the na-
tion’s 109th TV station takes to the
air remains somewhat of a mys«
Itery but it could be any day fre—
Inow through year end

Several o
‘l)‘fd—'

4
3
b VO

|outlet ol
which hi |
2, will be
Industry &
pany’s pre.
put in an a
early Sept
proceedings.
Group
Officials of
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&t this time, bu 11008 on
thoritatively th | onst™®
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tailers for selling home TV receiv-
€ers.

Julian Gross, president of New
Britain Broadcasting Co.. Channel
30, sald his current schedule c¢alls
for actual broadcasts to start be-
tween Nov. 30 and Jan. 1. All

eéquipment has been on order from
IR C. A. for several months, he!
added, and this is the only delay-!
ing factor.

He estimates i+ -
company.~

of Wev¥ \a:\“:"\“ ?!e{;
- od opef; t\’\e\‘:' \gﬂ.e‘:g
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TV Outlets

tContinued from page twenty-eight)

the entire package to be shipped
by air express as soon as it is
ready,” he sald, adding: “At pres-
ent we're shooting for Dec. 17.
Thrat woild be the anniversary of
V/XEL, our TV station in Cleve-
land, so we plan a coast-to-coast
hook-up direct from factorv *
three TV stations.”
Empire

b

1952

tersbhurg, Fla.,
s Mlich,; Can-
Pa.; Weter-
g, Pa. and

tmas

tely should
and Port-
ir. Mayer

8 means

1ew sta-
xceeded

- eftorts of the
- tnemselves. R.C.A.'s
~cration groundwork” is al-
ready swinging Into operation

y, ciwY
en €0

‘with several staff members al-{-

ready to “build the markets for
«R.C. A, as they raise their heads.”

Alien B. Du Mont Laboratorles,
Inc., reports it has receiver dise
tributors in all but the Austin,
Tex., ares and is ready to supply
sets for all new TV markets as
soon as they open. Regiocnal sales
‘managers have been visiting the
bigeer non-TV cities and Including
many distributors in e¢losed-cir-
it detnonstrations.

Crosley division of Avco Manu-
facturing Corp. admits it is “cer-

WwWww.americanradiohistorv.com

tainly going to intensi{y our ef-
foris through our existing dealers
and distributors.”

“We're ready when the statioms
are,” said a spokesman.

Denver First on List

R.€.A. engineers confirm the
prediction of Denver belng the
first new TV city. A check of de-
livertes of equipment disclosed
that Mr. O'Fallon’s statlon has re-
celved encugh equipment from

\“\_‘( ‘\6" ~cre|as ready as Mr.
) o> Aare seek-|addec.
2l in Portland,| Among the permit winners|

R.C.A. to go on the air at once.

“It gll depends on when he can
set it up,” said a spokesman.

“The possibility exists that some
» whom we have shipped partial
‘eds Lave picked them up from
er manufacturers and thus are
O'Fallon,” he

added yesterday was Symons|
Broadeasting Co., doing business
as EKXLW-TV, Spokane, Wash,,
Chanrnel 4, Bing Croshy is one of
the owners of the statlon.

Other station permits follow|
{all channels above 13 are UHF
stations):

Denver — Colorado Television
Corp., Channel 26.

Springfleld - Holyoke Mass.—
Hampden-Hampshire Corp., Chan-
nel 55; Springfield Television
Broadeasting Corp., Channel 61.

Woungstown, Ohlo—Vindleator
Printing Co., Channel 13; WBEN
Broadcasting Corp., Channel 27.
Flint, Mich. — Trans-America
Television Corp., Channel 28.

Bridgeport, Conn, — Southern
Connecticut & Long Island Tele-|
vision Co.. Channel 43.

New Bedford, Mass—E. An-
thony & Sons, Inc., Channel 28.

York, Pas.--Helm Coal Co,
Channel 49; Susquehanna Broad-
casting Co., Channel 43.

Spokane, Wash—KHQ Inc,
Channel 6.

Austin, Tex —Texas Broadcast-
ing Corp., Channel 7; Capital City

Television Co., Channel 18.
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KPTV to Be Saluted

E GET TV in NBC Broadcast
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| Empire Coll company Wit is 8p-  yogngime, work ls beipz rusho
plication to begio televiston opers ooy ne teleessiing transmitior or
‘alions in Portland Salurday l“‘g antenna dtop Council Cre}
been granted. Uwhere mierd-wave relsy equl
This wotd was flashed to The mcid‘nlnad!‘ perches o= .
! o}

Journal by H: corrospondent ot of the brick te- 1991 il
Washington, The correspondent ~ ot & /» S e a
| said the attornry refw -4 *n be uJ T I 4
A
BRI elecass Here Fipss o
trrai e

intormpation has he
And by bk

m .« Televisig,
o Wil lnq‘ay Whennlhzr:,?dmﬂ.i"g b

+ lor the Por 5 ’fﬂﬁona;y

: first stay5
; eq| i on, Kp :
F“s\ 0 OPINIONS VARIED |, nt."P dT‘; lhuf b:::;:,_f tﬁ,st }’?ltern frbz.vl A
. N Instsllation and repair ¢ ed State, ¢ first o 2 5
Jot B“':M, ) \:,_.‘\\n oftpred yarled o hig'h {"eq“‘m:yt?ut}:]r%cast in the :;g;':]ijm \_‘L\ l *
By ol 2! »at whether VHF antent he f; ") ran J
', £ ST BSTL S OHP telecunts, OF map, yo St L0t wag spo HBE:

] as { N
B & 0 et o0 K% handiing TV sales, oo VICe Dresidany. a";,ea"”f"’- beautiry; » M

9 US'.ng UH F !l ntcreszd fn KPTV's coverage that i

ok with a 70-ft. tower ... 2 lab o1

! ?k ,;ga.“ﬂ \cnﬂ‘o:\“ s\st\"& we Ve and serviee wid ‘-\Ompanyr New Ro d Purt‘haslng a r @ BY WILLIAM MOYES
dlce 0‘; v\i“. ":c\l odet aerinly can be used Chelje Ny wmg?ﬂl ‘\.L »\‘._" =

v A ddition ¢ « Whicn . ;
e et T 5 © 'ME LAST MAN TO ASK when KPTV will get on the ai
e LOWDOW'N % i' Ll p"°9n js its president, Herbert Mayer. A showman at hcarn,lhc
3 % RADIO ¢ THE - I For Saturdg getting too much of a kick out of all the mystery and furofi

peS2tunday 4y 'y NGee. dsn't all this EXCITING?" he says over the phomt
o Television men heéte in town—an

. our . . '---_ o arrived fro
Porilandc SongranqulonS to Station KPTV

n 2 special distinet
with the arrhe i ction  remaj l
station ch'JrE\‘ral\s:‘:r'ls I.rlu-s:, television  hopyg ':az::’: tf:rmrrr:;,ny g

! el erpert Ma ¥ & e up a few hy
and Empi Yer  dred dof h
S o ey G G BB by i i
urday, ; outlet Sat- pre ; are), and then
UHFy( ml‘:‘:hiwgrfld's first commercia} t';:ispfl:c“? n:g r:arrange S dlves fw
on the atr, €% frequency) station went mber of the family.

TV's debut was 511
. the more remark
From all we' able for the i b 1
suits were flnee.“ hcal_rd and seen, re- speed with which it linally

<did come. Thoy
- ] gh It wasn't authorize
b bmy by the federa) communicationsfomn:'ﬁ:l

. ¢7 For aimost no ’.
ISION &r?ﬂ‘::“‘;:a blank (it appeat
a (oo wurds ake you select {rf

0 sl .o o sact W
A 14§ A6 L0 EXD

eompleie in i L

fa A‘l?;e ‘izlumal. 1f this srait® ", q

d in your bee

d sen ston unti} 135 i
o Rpng o do wilh the conlest have belleved T:c;ch?: 311;3;; : :':’s would " tuning.yp lo::;:ullullll:} m:f:u&‘?“ i
X Eovernment first im when the  months 19 TV-time. Th an two

new : e at’s real speed
::‘ie.h‘-_vffiolln_u rocegded to redraw “2n:qu1jng the p’bneermg that II!:!;

55

KPTV f_,; on the @i

wans mints,

N www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

e —~——
—_ .
In ADDITION

oy iy \

__-————_~:_-/,:/ i ~ .
\?-_\*ﬂ/ _,/

Local Television Outlet Due on Air by Saturday P‘gg VBT

FCC Asked | - =5
To Approve @h f @ r)@ g 0 nl a n e e
Early Start das

KPTV Téut Pattern v ata
May Be Launched

By Thursdow Ga=l o 2 \
y Slon\

T L ]
" Tervne 4 RCA Plans Branch |
~ minimue b Sl o, | To Distribute Data
[apne e :

On TV Sei Service |

e T o 'TVAnlenna'“ sy " ldinaie TENOM pACIs rmicz VE ﬂii:"";‘u:‘.: Kn,

o
I
-
fon &
&
permi
ey
avurce
i
) ]
hou s - »
ta w2 BT * . i poeny r;’;,;.
i st S SRS M o X i), M2 s S

" — THE CRECOMIAN. MONDAY. DECEMRIR L 193
Tests Show 95 Per Cent of Portland Can Have Good KPTV Reception
SV A e . B s gt e, sk wokit D W
astian APTY dhow of s Ay, In o 1 o
D S TR Press g, oc S e RS T
e g Lews KP Ty A S e
s > Acterwe’ publeaten e o
O e i o el 7, w5
DN o e T oup ¥ Poryj
3 i I PR | L e T ey g, ns d fo Yand's
N‘h\(e v ot E -ﬂa;»«.m%;‘-;"ﬁ Sl Have Given
s |3 ™ I-@‘:‘:E,n"_,b_ L o

‘T:["Cify tch -aﬂ“?:k, e |
bty et w i 3 the .
TSI Videg /it o Bemng__:‘_Mlke,_

v oo T
portisbd..

TV DAY for

o
ot 1 ) ; WiLL BE Tl
2 A ont BATCT e ram o 1.1 10 tion 38
. 54 STk quich LRt it new URT 0 0 vt progrems
Porman Scaion to S8 2L L vapgens ¥ Seilon bornt
. L " 3 rnoBn - b - e 0o
Sch. Y Bm’dm 1 :| \nn'l :“""' ths afar o g
¥ "
Lo 'nur' e, arsiand ¢ -::v

Site §qy: k . Peraad s
Sﬂ'llulquo . _ ; venyrmaiio Fo e aahoriny st X -
b e, i I e st e e el L et
Tttt i i i i e e i P
Al ad

e ., et ;
redicing fi1¥Iop 4, ey phifarviiesy - ange to_tore | &
yiel ur =) 1% e ot kg = T
- 4 ] TarA Lo KFTY B O Maper gl b
IKPTV Besults o] o '-Jr?m‘“ub H "’L’.“::w““" % i randenty B Y Ground Broken on HEIthsw__ WHAT WILL BE the fisst KIPIV program ta b
! L uAVE Er: "dm. .::. s g ‘ o = ..:\.‘:m ,_‘..:.‘\'::;o g e FO! Fil’Sf TV T it siewnd by Portlandees if everything puos theough oo
.D P . ) R oy n.u:'g*: — L T D O LT s ransmitter | md.urld';\?ﬂ :‘n m(- tacts *:lr;‘&m rv:.\";
v wif ¥ 2aeny g Fom TER. UBE = irksting 2 e e e . " ceasl footbull taiecast riarts st p @ Bsturday
e cd o vty S n e b ] ’ 2 Ffvaral . 8 I Ereurs Con e T B L8] wih the gaime brtwven Teaas Chrtsian and Kamaus ot
T e . I L O T e -
Reception of UHF |} ' [aded " SF £ oy raoM FRIEXD L AT um'jlzr'; o g bapae et 1A e
7 r e — i e u g Ry oy 15 im avn 0
Called Heartening I s s I P “::'n«:‘:,hmm,.i l:".'""‘"“ﬂ..:”- : ‘P g E"':""- ¥ _w
1E GO0 i, e ot 20 ) e et w e B : wben = R et LI s e e e S OOULD v » b
_loitox. oa 1 AP |uion o ) _-E'"":'.. W el b gl o st ";"':Lﬂ",, uné m.-ahl:"_,", = m';" — -...-':'J:—.-':?.‘k "_'“'"' 2 Aoty b Mo gt e - I & Tis
A Ty el e ) T O e e by g T, A gl > 1 el s
ria) vhrehigh-(requmery tnbevs L et e gnal ———— - grocretc il b, oo 1 o Eodl ot T ey
PTY, Prrisos, el e u..’:"-"__u.. " w T be Rryoblis = R N H b e - w"‘m. _AFPOINTMENT of Chasier A fnrigue b Amariras O
acsg s L] 'ﬂP-leaSGS BCH et o o DAy ¥ v Ziare dreivion wi2 v be Lively rosumenas l1art
» 8 Tl 4 oF PERTL walte 10 TR Astween Ry
slevisios o st by R T T e Prenk sha LML oren veet T0 gt o verpest
rorian ol Amerira W H =" e | Tachni D':,.‘-«r"j! ,.-#ﬂ_‘tp o o 0 A e P U
i Many AR ical Director O drst w1 ey W7 (a Ve T i K
|

. pepas ot o roreting of |5 0] @ one i w 0 Of Company H . 5 1 urt ey T
@ ol diwiruct of the Notymal L e ¥ Here e e 80 @ poeka it

o Anf R0 1 o, \ o aod Chabt
e AL o e Tl e i ey L 41 i o s T e
L Icda vay
Tows, i ] len Tten R b PrOR B IRl duiadea -
- Charies salls o) ! Loddius Bf Wostihere
.

sl bavs Wl .

"",)“"w,""'."‘l‘ il A BNV P SUSTEM bas svevmily teem ioatitind o2 oo

g, il Alhary y e Pl

] ,,.'_".-‘rw"é" o "'."!':\" " o . - L Clly Tyek Motkogsst dhmch, Suodys moning puutes, Do,
B - : ’ 4o e Ho7 &, e, compiimrniod Mrvis #niamd, vhv bad site.

oy T =S " Bitadiaiine ond wddd mz—ay, = :':-‘nﬂ

o  The 1) #ne " o, dlom B " A foo walagds lairr Vo (Jecheis dorst

e g o B - ot z A ol W sl s VB lemg i, duard plasiy P

Sary m""'h»':;."'l?:'u‘l'-"&.. Bullding gp u...‘ 4 i inp o X Sramatic Vatonums 48 cmd B 1R (ke oupeERIS (lerted

e . i Vi wnd Poisnd (Mt wovusily da b pow eat Qhyard diag-

5 P - |-“M it 4 et paseny in g bom clatBou o Hh vicingy,
S e et Pl v

L
rereLome 3
P T

o
v
Kerry,

Prmary evers .
LT g "r:‘,: B o
I_-;lmmn ¢ dvbr s o ‘B hg.

P s dblgateid B g

56

www.americanradiohistorv.com



www.americanradiohistory.com

—_— =

g——
, Vs . s//”"'_-—____-H
( MAP TELLS RECEPTION STORY (. .
Sy, \, N
x L

L] -
N,

e
——

.
Y . —_ —_— —

- — ————

MORE THAN 680.000 PEOPLE
LIVING WITHIN THIS BASIC
TRADING AREA ARE COV-
ERED BY KPTV'S SIGNAL.
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UHF WORKINC WELL—COVERS 95% OF PORTLAND: uUnrestrained enthusiasm for uhf and its
potentialities runs all through RCA's report on its exhaustive field tests of first
commercial uhf station -- KPTV, Portland, Ore., which began operations Sept. 18.

Report is significant in that it's first comprehensive Ssurvey of how uhf is
covering Portland -- and as such is useful gulde to what can be expected in other
uhf eities. On basis of Portland tests, RCA engineers concluded that uhf stations
can provide gRood service to mearly as large audlences =-- in terms of percentage of
total population sorved -- as vhf stations with Same transmitter power.

Survey team was headed by engineer John P. Taylor, RCA engineering products
advertising mgr., whose previous attitude toward uhf might best be described as
skeptical, But in Portland report he says "the performance of KPTV has been such
as to startle the industry,® and adds: "Most of the experienced radio men investi-
gating it in person have agreed that it is 'much better than expected.'"®

We urge you to read the full report, printed by RCA as speeial edition of

its Broadcast News, and illustrated with maps, graphs and aerial photos. It's
available on request from RCA Engineering Products Dept., Camden, N.J.
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TELEVISION — CHANNEL 27

> A ATED “MPIRE CONL C r INC

£G

THANKSGIVING DAY
TO OUR TELEVISION AUDIENCE:

THANKSGIVING DAY is a good time for KPTV to express gratitude for the
welcome given television. This eager response is a fine reward to us for the
great effort which was involved in so rapidly establishing the world's pioneer
ultra high frequency station.

THANKSGIVING is when we Americans traditionally take note of our bounty.
And television, as Portland now knows, is a wonderful blessing--a boon of
education, religious guidance, news, sports and entertainment, dedicated
to the building of a better world.

ONLY YESTERDAY families living at.a distance from cities had to travel hours
to see products they wanted to buy, or enjoy great performances. Now, both
product and performance come to their television sets, and the families need
not leave their living rooms to see them.

AND TODAY, perhaps at this very mornent, if you have already joined the KPTV
viewing family, the great Thanksgiving Day Festival is bringing you a new way of
life. If so, if this is your first Thanksgiving with television, you know well the
enrichment of which we speak.

ALL OVER AMERICA, when Christmas comes, television will be bringing the
breath-taking beauty of the Nativity, the joy of carols, the spirit of love. All
that America has lost with the passing of horse-drawn sleighs bedecked with
sleighbells, television has returned to us. Later, there'll be the tomfoolery of
New Years, followed by the old-world gaiety of New Orleans' Mardi Gras, and
then the spring freshness of Easter, for television is a year 'round joy.

TELEVISION'S A JOY to the viewer, and it's a joy to the station bringing it to the
viewer,

THEREFORE, THIS THANKSGIVING, the staff of KPTV extends to all of you our
warmest holiday greetings.

Sincerely,

+J’MM\/V‘\A'7°\

Herbert Mayer

www americanradiohistorvy com
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ORBOON STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION
PORTLAND STATE EXTENSION CENTER

PORTLAND 1. OREQON

Mr, Herbert Mayer
Television Station KPTV
735 5. W. 20th Place
Portland 5, Oregon

Dear lr. Mayer:

March 11, 1953

The total figure of 72,839 represents the sales
figures obtained from the distributors of the following
brands of television receiving sets as of February 28, 1953.

Admiral
Airline
Arvin

Bendix

CBS Columbia
Canehart
Crosley
Dumont
Emerson
General Electric
Hallicrafter
Hoffman
Kaye-Halbert
Magnavox
Mercury

JFJ:bis

Motorola
Packard Bell
Philmore
Phileco
Raetheon

RCA

Sentinel
Silvertone
Spartan
Stewart Warner
Stromberg Carlson
Sylvania
Tele-King
Traveler
Westinghouse
Zenith

The rise of sets in Portland from the first ofTicial count,
shortly after opening of Oregon's first television station—
KPTV, eloguently bespoke the long wait, the whetted appe-
tites, for electronic secientists’ latest gift in communication.

Everyone had expected swift acceptance, of course. But as
one observer commented, “Terming the people’s eagerness

60

‘swift’ isn't enough. It was the most dramatic, the most ex-
citing, the television industry has seen. Setting the KPTV
transmitter into that pool of video-hungry producers and con-
sumers was like putting a refrigerator thermometer in a pan
of hot water. The red column of response shot skyward.”
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FAMILY ALBUM . (.
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\ STAFF PIONEERS . . .

EMPIRE COIL STAFFERS: Top, left: Emil Forst, Ernest Krooke, Martin Kromer, Richard G. Freeman, Henry
Golden, Peter DiBenedetto, Edgor Brodshow, Richord Farst, Gearge Cunningham. Clorence Rogers,
Joseph Mullen, Holsey Flora, Joseph J. Herold, Walter Stoudt, Joseph Ranco. Bottom, left: Morgoret
F. Barrent, Elizabeth Santaromita, Frances Lambert, Rita DiBenedetto, Alma Schmidt, Marguerite Forst,
Clara Zoffino, Herbert Mayer, Catherlne Northrup, Ellen Jacksen, Sonya Stensar, Susie Silva, Margeret
Clark
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WXEL STAFFERS: Top, lefi: Helen Celke, John Kinsella, Edwin Abbotr, Gilbert Anderson, George Washeim,
Ciyde Freeman, Paul Boughman, Fred Blechschmid, Mel Horace. Bottom row, lefi: Trocy Anderson; lrene
Kafer, Horold Brinkman, Richard Wright, Barbara Snyder, Franklin Snyder, Harry Black, Howard Hoff-
man and Lucille Schroeder.
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ORIGINAL KPTV STAFFERS: The above photograph was taken October 20, 1952, on the first month
birthday of KPTV. Shown are: Front row, left: Dorothy Bingham, Marie Steed, Sally Savan, Olive Hart-
rampf, Herbert Mayer (station founder), Pat Swanson, Jan Webster, Norma Schierholz, Merry Ann
Douglass; center row, left: Russell Olsen, John Ettelson, lawrence Hunt, Richard Norman, Norman
Wallace, Wayne Rose, Bernard Crane, Bill McAllister, Robert Schufeldt, Frank Opra; back row, left:
Gilbert Fall, Charles White, Tom Myers, Holt Cookingham, William Stout, Gene Phelps, Dan Martin
Bill Achatz, Charles Richardson and Andréew Kuernvik.
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KPTV STAFF ADDITIONS—Following the photographing of KPTV's manth-old staff of 28 persons—20
men, 8 women—an additional 12 were employed, during the station’s second month of life. A total
of 7 men and 5 woemen composed this group. Photogrophed on the last day of KPTV's histeric portion
of 1952—December I1—they are: Front row, lefi: Ruth Simpson, Anne Anderson, Eloine Smith, Lerraine
Gould, Lois Hennessy; back row: John Harms, Jim Hainds, Bill Nerman, Bill Swing, Wayne Bartholemy,
Bill Clayton and John lwakiri.
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BLUEPRINT FOR THE FUTURE—Thomas Friedman, consulting engineer,
ond Russell Olsen, octing KPTV stotion monager, study plons for
Studio A. Shown overhead is the big Douglos fir beam supporting the
building roof—12%"x53%" by 64'—said to be the largest woaden
beam in cross-section to have been constructed te date. Studio di-
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mensions are 55'x60°, with o ceiling height of 22°. To right of lighting
control baicony, on which stond Marie Steed and Patricio Opra, sec-
retaries, is the moster control roem; below is the studio control room.
Overlooking the studio {but not shown) are o sponsors’ viewing room
and an audience gallery to accommodate S0 persons.
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KPTV expresses appreciation to the following companies,
listed in groups alphabetically:

Radio Corporation of America;

Networks: American Broadcasting Company, Columbia Broad-
casting System, Du Mont Television Network, National Broad-
casting Company;

Magazines: Broadcast News, Broadcasting and Telecasting,
Business Week, Newsweek, RCA Trade News, RCA Victor
News, Radio Age, Service Management, Television Digest;

Portland Newspapers: The Oregonian and the Oregon Journal;

KPTV

New York Newspapers: New York Herald Tribune and The
Standard-Star, New Rochelle;

The City of Portland and the Portland Chamber of Commerce:
Oregon firms: Ackroyd Photography, Barrett and Logan,
Architects; Multnomah Hotel, Portland General Electric, Pa-
cific Telephone and Telegraph Company, all of Portland;
Ralph Johnson Appliances and MeEwan Photo Shop, both of
Salem; Fletcher and Smartt Appliances, Eugene;

Milone Photo Studio, New Rochelle;

also expresses appreciation to the following persons:

Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff, chairman of the board, Radio Cor-
poration of America; Paul A. Walker, chairman, Federal Com-
munications Commission; Dorothy McCullough Lee, mayor,
City of Portland, 1949-1953; Commissioners William A. Bowes,
Ormond R. Bean, Nathan A. Boody and Fred L. Peterson,
elected mayor, 1953-1957; Dr. Edgar W. Smith, president,
Portland Chamber of Commerce, 1949-1953;

Morgan Beatty, news analyst,National Broadecasting Company,

Magazine editors: Martin Codel, Television Digest; Art King,
Broadcasting and Telecasting; Kenneth Kramer, Business
Week; E. C. Thompson, Service Management; Chet Shaw,
Newsweek; Harold D. Desfor, director, press division, and John
P. Taylor, writer, Radio Corporation of America; E. L. Brag-
don, Radio Age;

Newspaper editors: Whitelaw Reid, New York Herald Tri-
bune; Elmer H. Miller, The Standard-Star, New Rochelle;
David W. Eyre, Oregon Journal, and Robert C. Notson, The
Oregonian, both of Portland;

Editorial writers: Tom Humphrey and Dick Fagan, Oregon
Journal; Malcolm Bauer and Jalmar Johnson, The Oregonian;

Columiiists: Bill Moyes, Oregon Journal and Francis Murphy,
The Qregonian;

Newswriters: Gene Smith, New York Herald Tribune; Herb

Penny. Bill Lambert, Paul Ewing, Helen Hoover, Wallace Tur-
ner, Phyllis Lauritz and Keith Hansen, The Oregonian; Joe
Stein, Don Sterling Jr., Bob Fassett, Jim Irvine, Jack Oster-
gren, Jack Roberts, Bud Crick and Jim Running, Oregon
Journal;

Photographers: Mel Junghans, Les Ordeman, Al Monner,
Herb Alden and Edmund G. Lee, Oregon Journal; Frank Ster-
rett, Kirk Braun, Carl Vermilya and Allan de Lay, The Orego-
nian; Cook Goodwin, Station WXEL, Cleveland; Hugh Ackroyd
and Everett Chandler, Ackroyd Photography; Lois Hennessy.
freelance writer-photographer;

Contributors: H. C. Smartt, Eugene. and Ralph Johnson.
Salem,

Martin W. Kramer, general counsel; Lyon, Wilner and Berg-
son, Washington counsel; Pendergras, Spackman and Bulli-
vant, Portland counsel;

John F. Jenkins, instructor in mathematics, Portland State
College;

Adler Communications Laboratories, engineering consultants;
Thomas B. Friedman, engineering consultant;

Franklin Snyder, management consultant;

Gordon Bass, manager, Multhomah Hotel;

Frances Mayer, artist, and

Sandra Mayer.

KPTV, finally and especially, expresses deep apprecia-
tion to its spot and program sonsors of 1952, its audience

and its well-wishers.

LITHOGRAPHED Ik U. 5. A,
ASROTY. xERHS B BELL €O.
PORTLAMD. ONEGON
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Thus ends the story describing the inception of the
first UHF station in history. Many interesting, ex-
citing and enjoyable days lie ahead for the men and
women who now compose the staff of KPTV. By
their dreams and deeds will its future be shaped.
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KPTV SALESMEN and sponsors’ representatives are at home in the
smoke-and-rust-hued sponsors’ lounge. Shown are, left: Gil Fall
KPTV salesman, viewing film with Larry Davidson, account executive,
2 1 Borsford, Constantine and Gardner; Jess Shinn, account executive
Richard Montgomery and Associotes, discussing capy with Wayne
Bartholemy, KPTV salesman; and Dick Norman, KPTV film editor, with
Lorraine Govuld, secretary

REHEARSAL SCENE In KPTV’s Studio B brings Bill Clayton ond Lorroine
Gould to the microphone, while Merry Ann Dougloss and Eloine
Smith owoit their turn. Bill Stout, kneeling, signols, while Bill Swing,
news editor, mons the comero. On bockground comero is Dick Nor-
mon; monning the boom, Tom Myers. Cloyton Sheldon, editor of TV
Life, wotches the ploy from the sponsors’ lounge.
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KPTV

PORTLAND, OREGON

World's First
Commercial UHF

Television Station

SEPTEMBER 20, 1952

FRESENTED IO

HERBERT MAYER
by KPTF's first advertiser

5

RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA
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