RADIO STARS AND STATIONS OF 1935
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Today, 14 years after Station KDKA in Pittsburgh made history by broadcasting the results of the
Harding election, we have a fabulous 'city within a city’” dedicated to radio. There are other fea-
tures worthy of wonder in Rockefeller Center, but so important has broadcasting become to Amer-
can life that they are overshadowed by the fact that it is the home of the National Broadcasting
Company, a subsidiary of the Radio Corporation of America. X * * A visit to NBC headquarters
is indeed impressive. The visitor comes away with a mingled impression of immense stone monuments
tapering skyward: quiet elegance, moderately modern in tone; endless studios —some big and awe-
inspiring, others small and delightfully intimate; long, richly furnished corridors; soft-spoken hostesses
and stiff bellboys unflexing with amazing suddenness as they receive a summons; batteries of elevators,
batteries of clocks, batteries of dials, batteries of air-conditioning and broadcasting equipment. * * %
What does it all mean? Merely that radio has become sophisticated? The dominating impression of
bigness, elaborateness, finish, is apt to cause confusion. For what Radio City really stands for is some-
thing more important than the nifty gadgets and fine appointments calculated to impress the spec-
tator and ease the toil of studio artists and employees. It stands rather for a tremendous technical advance
in the art of supplying entertainment and enlightenment to the American home. % * * Take soundproof-
ing. Nowhere has this relatively new science been carried to such a degree of perfection on so vast a scale.
If you think in terms of big figures, consider the |1 carloads of rockwool used in soundproofing—or the
153,600 square feet of perforated transite; if your mind grasps little things better, ponder the fact that the
very glue used to affix soundproof fabrics to the studio walls had to be subjected to exhaustive tests for
acoustical properties. X * * All the studios have "floating' floors, walls and ceilings, which are separated
and insulated from the framework of the building itself. They actually are like boxes suspended in the steel



and concrete construction. Each of these "boxes"
is surrounded by tons of rockwool, which in turn
is covered by transite and textile. Heavy felt has
been used to pad all points of contact between
the studio and the building, and there is enough
"play" between to take up any possible vibra-
tion in the steel frame. * * % Painted walls and
wallpaper are practically unknown in the NBC's
It's all
done with textiles. Be-

new home.

cause studio wall cov-
erings are important
from the viewpoint
both of acoustics and
of  psychological
effect on the artist, as 8 !

well as decoration, a year was spent in going over
samples of various wools, linens, silks, etc. * * %
The net result of all this preparation is that NBC
radio programs reach your antenna absolutely
free of extraneous noise, free of distortion or
muffling or echoes. And the care that was given

to soundproofing is typical of that bestowed on

all phases of the work. In conse-
quence we find a broadcasting plant
that is the ultimate that man is ca-
pable of building today, and that
even goes beyond the needs of
today by providing ample space and
certain facilities for television. % % %
The entire NBC plant occupies some
400,000 square feet of space. There
are 35 studios. Eight of these are be-
ing left unfinished in order that
future designers may be free to
carry out their ideas without having
to tear down or rearrange. Several
of the studios are two stories in
height and the Auditorium Studio is
three stories. * % * The Auditorium
Studio is the largest in the world—
78 by 132 feet.

night it provided comfortable ac-

On the opening

commodations for a 75-piece orches-
tra, the huge Schola Cantorum choir
and 1,500 guests. The next largest
studio is 50 by 89 feet. It is equipped with a stage
and glass curtain and is intended principally for
the presentation of dramatic productions. * * %
On the eighth floor is a studio especially for
children's programs, and on the ninth floor is a
group of four studios in unique cloverleaf ar-
rangement. They are built around one central

control room of circular design, the floor of

It may be
swung mechanically to face any one of the four
surrounding studios for television broadcasting,
thus eliminating the problem of shifting scenery.
* % % [n constructing most modern broadcast-
ing studios it has been the practice to place the
main control room in the center, surrounded by

whuch consists of a huge +urn+ab|e



the studios. Obviously this was im-
possible in a 10-story studio building,
but the principle was retained, in the
vertical. Master control is located
on the fifth floor, with the studios
above and below. The fifth floor is
one of the most interesting in the
building, even though you are com-
pletely lacking in technical knowl-
edge. The huge panel of the master
control is clearly visible from the
spectators' gallery, as are also the
power room and the telegraph room.
An interesting feature of the latter is
the battery of teletype machines by
means of which NBC is enabled to
keep in constant touch with member
stations of its two networks. If you
have come to accept the transmis-
sion of a nation-wide broadcast as a
matter of course, a few minutes
spent in this gallery will bring home
to you the enormous amount of de-
tail involved, the tremendous importance of the
time factor, the amount and kind of apparatus
required and the absolute necessity of constant
supervision and precaution. X % * There are no
windows in the studio section — not one. This
naturally makes ventilation a major problem. How
well the problem is met may be grasped frecm the
fact that the air conditioning plant in Radio City

is the largest and most complete in the world.

Sixty-four dials keep a continuous graphic record
of the condition of the air in as many sections
of the building. * * * A special control room has
been installed for use in so-called "special events"
programs, where various parts of the broadcast

originate from planes, foreign countries, ships, or

L4
p -

pack-transmitters carried on the backs of an-
nouncers. X * X When you next hear the an-
nouncer say ''This broadcast comes to you from
the RCA Building, Radio City,"" remember this
thought: if your radio set, tubes and aerial are in
good condition and properly installed, you are en-
joying the finest broadcasting obtainable anywhere
in the world. * % * Rockefeller Center, of which
the RCA Building
(containing the NBC
Studios) is a feature,
is the largest building
project ever under-
taken at one time by
private capital. It oc-
cupies 12 acres of
ground space—most of the three blocks from 48th
to 51st Streets, between Fifth and Sixth Avenues.
Completed structures include, beside the 70-story
RCA Building, Radio City Music Hall (world's
largest indoor theatre), the Center Theatre, the
RKO Building and the International structures, the
British Empire Building and La Maison Francaise,
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T'S just too bad, the way these
brash youngsters come along and
topple the old favorites from their
lofty seats. Here's a lad named Rudy
Vallee who—according to Variety's
poll—rates as the No. | attraction of
the air. Why, he was practically un-
heard of six years ago! € Six years
ago! Yes, it was about that time that
Rudy, treading the streets of New
York in search of a job, finally landed
one for himself and orchestra at the
Heigh Ho Club. The band was aired
over a local New York station, re-
ceived a flock of laudatory mail and
won an NBC contract. Then famel
g Perhaps one reason why he is still
at the pinnacle after six years is that
he had the good sense, as well as the
rare ability, to add another string to
his bow—master-of-ceremony-ing. But
the more credit to Rudy, say wel!
Certainly his famed variety programs
for Fleischmann are among the most
skillful and entertaining on the air.
g His private life . . . well, surely
you've read the newspapers. He
married and broke with Fay Webb.
A romance with Alice Faye, whom
you have heard on the program and
seen on the screen, has been rumored

and denied. Take it or leave it.




Bow in Caleadta, div, Jessica Deagonette was placed by hee
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ESSICA DRAGONETTE, the lyrical

~ inspiration of the Cities Service
Hour, disproves such pet theories
as: you have to be robust to be a
prima donna; classical music will
never get you very far with the pub-
lic; a young star with a future on the
stage is foolish to give it up for
radio. € Six years ago Miss Drago-
nette confounded her friends by de-
serting a brilliant theatrical career
for a youthful art called radio broad-
casting. By dint of her glorious voice
and her whole-hearted devotion to
her new calling, she quickly rose to
radio stardom—whether you define
the latter as a degree of popularity
or a certain number of figures in the
salary. Today she is one of the select
few who have remained "‘up there"
for a considerable period of time.
QA slim, almost child-like figure,
with golden hair and blue eyes of a
shade she calls "plaid," Jessica is
still a very young woman. Through-
out her career she has remained her
demure, reserved, slightly wistful self.
True to her ideals, she has never sung
any but classical and semi-classical
songs. It seems evident that any
young lady desiring enduring radio
fame could do worse than take
Jessica as a model.




Cap’n Henry pilots Mary Lou
to finer radio reception
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OH, UNCLE HENRY, (WHY' THAT'S Toow NOW, MY DEAR, IT WASN'T ONLY LAST AT D Gl

e DTN, et TELL ME ALL NIGHT, UNCLE HENRY. ey - el
LT, LA eyt ABOUT WHAT | USED TO BE ABLE TO el M LS

NIGHT | COULDN'T THROUGH SKIP HAPPENED TO CE] AL HE TESTED RECENTLY?

o T SEEEIAL o YOUR RADIO SET STATIONS, BUT LATELY DO YOU S S
BROADCAST LANNY REHEARSAL, WE'LL LAST NIGHT I'VE BEEN GETTING SUPPOSE [ DID OVER A YEAR OLD, YOU
WANTED #E TO FIX IT UP WITH RERERSN D HERER] SOMETHING KNOW. .. | PUT ALL NEW
LISTEN TO. LNy WRONG TO TUBES IN MINE A WHILE

, Y—) g S BACK. THAT'S WHY

| UNCLEHENRY? IT SOUNDS LIKE NEW

D

r
THEN YOU TROT RIGHT

OUT AFTER THIS
REHEARSAL AND GET
YOURSELF FIXED UP

| NEVER ] WITH THOSE NEW

THOUGHT QF MICRO-SENSITIVE

THAT, RCA RADIO TUBES.

UNCLE HENRY THEY'LL DO THE TRICK

OH, UNCLE HENRY, THANK YOU THAT'S ONLY TH' BEGINNIN’, MARY LOU,
SO MUCH FOR THAT SUGGESTION ONLY—THE—BEE-GINNIN' OF THE GOOD
TO GET NEW MICRO-SENSITIVE TIMES YOU'LL HAVE. IT'S LIKE BLOWIN' TH’
TUBES. LANNY LISTENED WITH ME WHISTLE AN’ STARTIN' TH" ENGINES —YOU'RE
LAST NIGHT AND EVERY PRO- OFF TO A LOT OF JOY AND FUN WHEN
GRAM CAME IN JUST FINE. YOU PUT NEW RCA TUBES IN YOUR SET.
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all the details of the Showboat Program
from the splashing of the stern wheel in
the water to the grand ensemble of voices
that comprises its musical crew of enter-
tainers. RCA Radiotrons are not only
micro-sensitive, but they have the five big
improvements of: Quicker Start; Quieter
Operation; Uniform Volume; Uniform Per-
formance; and Every Tube is Matched.

Only through your radio set can Cap-
tain Henry pilot you aboard the Maxwell
House Showboat to meet Lanny Ross,
Mary Lou, Conrad Thibault and Molasses
'n January—and only when your radio set
is equipped with Micro-Sensitive RCA
Cunningham Radiotrons can you enjoy
these weekly voyages to their fullest—for
RCA Radio Tubes are so sensitive that
they reproduce, with the utmost fidelity,




YOU WILTED?

; = NOW GRACIE, DON'T
B U RNS . - SONRRICY. LB OF COURSE NOT, TELL ME HE THINKS

YOU HE ADMIRED SILLY. HE SAID YOU'RE A LITTLE

OF GEORGE— HE COULDN'T VIOLET. YOU FADED

] | YOuR BRAINS,
GEORG:. “HE
d’ld J Py HEAR ME ON THE YOU MEAN.

STRANGEST THING RADIO, BECAUSE

GRACIE | "o o n e
ALLEN

win a new listener
—and get a tz'p on
real radio enjoyment

e — NEXT REHEARSAI.

YOU'RE RIGHT. HE'S OH GEORGE. I'M 5O NER. PARDON ME, IS THIS THE BURNS AND
CRAZY TO SAY THAT VOLS. | MAY WILT—FADE, ALLEN REHEARSAL? | WANT TO
FADED—WILTED . . YOUR VCICE FADES. | MEAN—THE WAY THE APOLOGIZE TO GRACIE FOR SAYING

WILTED—FADED . . I'tL BE™ 11'S HIS MAN SAID. OOOH, HER VOICE FADED.

SYEPSTS, THE' Dif- PADIO TJBES. LOOX . . . HERE HE IS NDW.
FERENCE? | THINK ,

THE MAN'S JUST
CRAZY, ANYWAY.

] ‘ . George Burns and Gracie Allen do not
IT WASN'T YOUR VOICE— » . P § want their voices to "filt or wade'—or, fade
M gl aoe : or wilt—as they come to you through your

I JUST GOT A WHO.E

OCH, GOOLY— )

" radio set, because they know that the success
NEW SET OF RCA SRS VR dio set, becaus y kno su

MICRO-SENSIT VE SGUND AB IF | N Vil of their program depends largely on the faith-
:‘Ag\:\?IT::i F LT—WADE, a5 ‘ e ; ful reproduction of the delicate shadings and
ki oy s (¥ inflections of their voices, in their silly chat-

' ter. And the success of your complete enjoy-
ment of their art will be insured if you replace
your worn-out radio tubes with a set of
Micro-Sensitive RCA Cunningham Radio-
trons. A set of new RCA Micro-Sensitive

Radio Tubes will not modernize an obsolete radio, but it will do wonders
towards improving the clarity and fidelity of reproduction of any set—
old or new—because RCA tubes are constantly being improved for:
Quicker Start; Quieter Operation; Uniform Volume: Uniform Perform-
ance; and Every Tube is Matched.
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FIND YOUR FAVORITES

Do you racognize Babs Ryan, “without her brothers,” above?

. or those dusky scalawags, Molasses ‘n" January, in the
upper r. h. corner, without makeup? . . . below, to the left, is Al
Jolson also unrecongizable to many without his characteristic
burnt cork . .. lanny Ross, “the best tenor on the river,” is
directly to the right . . . Jack Dempsey, with an unpugilistic smile,
above him ., . in the lower r. h. corner is NBC's huge audi-
torium from which many of your programs originate . . . to the
west are two members of the Seth Parker's singing crew about
to tune i1 on Jonesport, Maine . .. in the extreme upper |. h. corner
is one of NBC's finest tuba players in action ... B. A. Rolfe to
the right wondering if it's his orchestra or another . . . beneath
him, a shot of Captain Henry and Annette Hanshaw of Show-
boat fame ... below them, Geo. M. Cohan passing on the latest
Broadway gossip to James Melton, et al ... above to their
left, Frances Langford in smiling mood . .. while Jane Froman
and Charlie Carlisle, below, are in action before a micro-
phone . .. Ben Bernie, still lower, with an “au revoir” for all,

*




“"[DOSES AND DRUMS," the colorful CBS program depicting the heart throbs and
heartaches of Civil War days, began somewhat over two years ago as a series
tracing the development of the United States from the human standpoint. Beginning
with a Jamestown, Va., settler of 1622, the broadcasts eventually arrived at the Civil
War period with the noted actor, De Wolf Hopper taking the role of Stonewall Jack-
son. This phase of the program met with such great popular response that the original
plan was changed and "Roses and Drums'' thenceforward became permanently identified
with the North-South conflict. € At the end of 1932 three characters-—Betty Graham,
charming Virginia spy; Gordon Wright, her Northern suitor; and Randy Claymore, her
Southern swain—were added to the cast, with the drama of the triangle of love and
war being played each week against an authentic historical background. All historical
data and material is authenticated by Marcus W. Jernegan, Professor of American
History at the University of Chicago. € In addition to the regular characters, many
famous personages of history have appeared in the stirring drama, and these roles have
been filled by a long list of notables of the American stage—among them Guy Bates
Post, Pedro de Cordoba, Blanche Yurka and Henry Hull. € Reed Brown, Jr. as Gordon
Wright, and John Griggs as Randy Claymore, are well known to followers of the pro-
gram, while Helen Claire, Alabama belle and noted stage ingenue, is a relative new-
comer—having stepped into the shoes of Betty Graham when Elizabeth Love, who played
the part for two years, departed for a European stage engagement. ¢ Reed Brown, Jr.
came to radio with a background of some 40 engagements in stock, films and the Broad-
way stage. John Griggs also has a great deal of stage experience behind him — much
more than you would quess from his 25 years. He has been a leading man for Jane
Cowl. "Roses and Drums'' is sponsored by the Union Central Life Insurance Company.
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ACK in October, 1932, when Captain Henry shouted into a microphone for the first
time: "lt's only the beginnin', folks, only the be-e-e-eginnin’,” Charley Winninger,
who plays the role of Captain aboard the Maxwell House Show Boat, cidn't dream how
true were his words. q For that "gag-line” has assumed a meaning apart from its sig-
nificance on the Show Boat Program. It was the "beginnin’ "' in 1932 and the end is not
yet in sight. € Romance has flowered on the boat's creaking boards. Mystery has in-
vaded the craft from stern to bow. Menace has stalked up its gangplank. Careers have
been made for its talented passengers.  Twenty-five million people a month listen to the
Thursday night Show Boat programs, and the boat itself has become sc real that a large
number of people think it actually exists. Not simple river folk alone, but such persons as
a prominent middle western broker and a representative of the coffee sponsor who drove
forty miles to wait for the Show Boat on the levee, where it was supposed to tie up. And
all the while, Captain Henry and his crew were broadcasting from a skyscraper studio,
hundreds of miles away, in New York City. @It takes fifty-eight persons to bring the
drama of the Show Boat to radio fans. These artists occasionally are assisted by great
stars. Fifteen hundred tickets to the broadcast are distributed week atter week, and yet
there is a waiting list a month in advance. € Charley Winninger heads the list of stars
on the hour. Then there is Lanny Ross, "the best tencr on the river," who now has gone
to Hollywood to make two pictures and is having his voice "piped’’ through every Thurs-
day night, so that he can still be heard by the Show Boat audience. € Annette Hanshaw
has sprung into fame as Captain Henry's blues singer; Lois Bennett has recently been
acquired for the role of Mary Lou; Conrad Thibault sings an heroic bar tone and the pro-
cession is brought up by a pair of blackface comedians, Molasses 'n' January—in real

life Pick Malone and Pat Padgett, who chanced to meet in a New York automat in 1929.




Eddie Cantor's parents both died before he was two. A "no good" future was
predicted for this street-singing orphan of New York's lower East Side, whose
first dramatic triumph was winning a $5 prize for an amateur act in a Bowery
theatre. Successively, Eddie became a singing waiter in a Coney Island saloon,
broke into vaudeville, appeared in Kid Kakaret with George Jessel, and climbed
to fame in a long succession of Ziegfeld successes. The movies and an NBC mi-
crophone made him known to millions where thousands had known him before.
His song writers say he is a hard man to please—turns down what they think is a
wow and pounces gleefully on a number they consider just so-so. Well, Eddie
ought to know. He gives much to charity, particularly Jewish orphanages. He
says his wife, |da Tobias Cantor, whom he married while a struggling young acter,
and who has brought him five daughters, is helpful in humoring him.
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a |ollyou can tour the United States, Canada and Mexico more easily and more quickly than

by auto, rail or airplane. Why not n what 4 rts of ¢ M
. ta airplane. hy not learn what is going on in other parts o his hemisphere. ore

th i i H
an 650 cadio stations are on the air—each one offering programs of local color but of wide

W

interest. R i i i
” Ies Bon t be satisfied with nearby stations—reach out for your radio enjoyment. You have the
ol . ‘
e nation to choose from-—plus Canada and Mexico. Be a radio tourist.
Check off stations on the map as you get them.

1f the dial of your radio is not calibeated in kilocycles, enter the dial readings
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ations you get alongside the kilocycles in the kilocycle index.
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BURNS & ALLEN

George, who comes from New York, met Gracie, who comes from San Francisco,
in Union Hill, N. 4. They were in vaudeville. Gracie had an act which wasn't work-
ing, and she was searching for a partner; George had an act which was working,
but he needed a partner. Gracie's act would have cost 150 dollars to put on—so
they used George's. They opened in Boonton, N. J., and played Detroit on their
honeymoon. q At first, George wrote the act so that Gracie would ask the ques-
tions. He thought he was the funny one. Gracie still thinks he is. But on their open-
ing night, says George, ''She asked the questions and people laughed, and | an-
swered them and nobody laughed." So the formula was turned around to make the
laughs come at the right place. € The path of Burns & Allen, once rocky, is smooth
now—and if we are any judge, stretches smoothly to the horizon.
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NOW —I'M
GLAD I GOT
NEW #AICRO-

SENSITIVE RCA

i

RADIO TUBES
IN TIME.

PROBABLY NEED
NEW ONES.
BETTER HAVE

YOUR OLD

TUBES TESTED.

EVERYTHING
FIXED IN TIME
TO HEAR YOUR]
SPECIAL BROAD-,
CAST TQMOR.

thi ROW NIGHT.

BING CROSBY

From the "Blue of the Night"
to the "Gold of the Day" is a

wide variation of light and zolor

tones which only a sensitive eye
can appreciate — likewise 1rom
the blue singing of Bing Crosby
to the golden notes of musical
instruments is & tremendous range
of tone-frequencies that only the
new RCA Micro-Sensitive Radio-
trons can repreduce faithfully for
the critical ear. Replace your

worn radio tubes with a set of these new Micro-Sensitive RCA
Cunningham Radiotrons so that you may not be disappointed ia any
of the wonderful programs that are being offered for your delight.
These new RCA Micro-Sensitive Tubes will not anly faithfully repro-
duce these programs with the utmost fidelity but have also been
improved for Quicker Start; Quieter Operation; Uniform Volume;
Uniform Performance; and Every Tube is Matched.
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OH, MR. WHITEMAN, STRANGE— | THRILLING — j

¢ HOW DIFFERENT | 1T MUST BE I'VE ALWAYS |
| 8 YOUR MUSIC SOUNDS § YOUR RADIO WANTED TO H
Bl —mwaversso | 8 SEE THEM |
ON MY RADIO !
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THESE ARE THE BIG OUR ENGINEERS THAT'S WHAT | a5l el
RCA TUBES ALL THE CHANGE THEM YOUR SET NEEDS b A YEAR OLD, I'tL
LARGE STATIONS REGULARLY TO | —NEW TUBES HAVE THEM TEST. o
DEPEND ON INSURE THE VERY ED FIRST THING il
CLEAREST TONE - '§[
-..;:.'
34 S
A WEEK LATER 4
OH, MR. WHITEMAN, THAT'S GREAT— g
YOUR MUSIC COMES TELL YOUR FRIENDS -,
IN FINE ON OUR ABOUT IT. THEY
RADIO NOW. WE WANT BETTER |
HAVE A NEW SET OF RECEPTION, TOO
. 28
MICRO-SENSITIVE ik

RCA RADIO TUEES

Paul Whiteman knows that the big RCA Radiotrons in the |

should use the new Micro-Sensitive RCA Cunningham Radio-
trons to insure the utmost fidelity in the reproduction of his

hir replace your worn tubes with the new Micro-Sensitive
RCA Radio Tubes and notice the difference. They have been
improved for: Quicker Start; Quieter Operation; Uniform
Volume: Uniform Performance; and every tube is Matched.

programs? To get all the pleasure cut of the radio programs S
that are being offered to you, call in a service man and have =
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broadcasting stations are faithfully reproducing all the notes of ';’.'ﬂ‘.k
his clever orchestra arrangements—but do you know that you '-'__
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Short-wave radio brings the whole world to your door! Here
are some Europsan stars who make frequent appearances

before the microphone: (1) Ray Ventura et Ses Collegiens,
"the only French jazz band." (2} Marguerite Viby and Chris-
tian Arhoff, two Danish film stars. (3) Wiil Hay, English com-

edian. (4) The Houston Sisters, of the London stage. (5) Olga
Svendsen, Holger Strom and Ib Schonberg, Copenhagen
film celebrities. {6 & 7) Leonard Henry and Stanley Holloway
—British and no mistake! (8) Pills & Tabett, Parisian pianc
and song act. (9} Rasmus Christiansen, Danish actor.



A new technique in program develcpment is credited to
Jack Benny, the old Earth Galloper ard star of those Friday
night General Tire frolics over a National Broadcasting
Company network from New York. Benny's method is

unique in that he allows each member of the cast to share

the microphone's limelight equally. € Contrary to what
sometimes appears to be an all-too-easy program manner,
the Benny presentations are thoroughly rehearsed and
edited until the final and fatal moment of broadcast.
{ The handsome guy who started out as a solemn-faced
violinist, only to find that his wisecracks brought more
applause than the fiddle harmony, is the program's main-
spring or chief brain-truster. Yet his wife, Mary Livingston,
who has a penchant for tardiness, plays no small part in
the writing of the scripts. She sits in at all rehearsals and
sometimes overrules her husband, especially in dialogue
Q Don Bestor, the professorish looking band
leader, is responsible for those

Lol sophisticated rhythms. Don, who
has made a business of music

matters.

ever since he was |2 years old,
plays the piano and personally
arranges-all the orchestrations.
He is a song writer from way
back, having to his credit such
hits as Doodle Doo Doo, Down
by the Winegar Woiks, The
Whole World is Dreaming of
Love, and Tropical Love Song.

g
E

The Bakers Broadcast features the man with the silly laugh
and the unsuccessful efforts to sell a duck—Joe Penner, one
of the latest to receive the fairy godmother kiss and sky-
rocket to radio fame. The lilting rhythms of Ozzie Nelson and
his orchestra and the hotcha warblings of Harriet Hilliard

complete the entertainment presented Sunday evenings over
the WJZ-NBC network. € Joe Penner, a prime favorite of
vaudeville audiences, a veteran al 30 of many stage pro-
ductions and talking picture shorts, was little known to the
ether devotees until Rudy Vallee had him for guest appear-
ances last year on the Fleischmann Hour. He was funny over
the air and his present sponsors signed him for starring on
his own program. € Joe was christened Joseph Pinta. He
was born in Hungary and didn't see America until he was nine
years old. He sold newspapers while he was going to school
in Detroit, and thereafter held down a number of unrelated
jobs until he became property manager for Rex, the mind
reader.  One of Joe's secrets
is that the whole
tfamily wants to hear him.
€ Ouzzie Nelson discovered the
most-fair-to-look-at Miss Hilliard
while she was performing at the
Hollywood Restaurant in New
York. Hilliard isn't her real name
at all. It's Snyder—Peggy Lou
Snyder—and she was born to
stage parents in Des Moines,
lowa. But she can really sing.

of success
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Ruth Etting remembers . . . . growing up in David City,
Nebraska, as the daughter of the town banker, Alfred
H. Etting, and never dreaming of a theatrical career
....going to Chicago with her aunt when—wide-eyed
and sixteen—she enrolled in the Chicago Academy of
Arts to study designing . . . . creating costumes for
revues at the famous old Marigold Gardens of Chi-
cago and meeting its producer, Edward Beck, and his
wife . . . . being induced by them to join the Marigold
chorus for $25 per week and quitting school because
she couldn't get up in time . . . . working afternoons
for a dressmaker and evenings in the chorus—a mod-
iste by day and a chorine by night—earning all of $45
per week . . .. dancing a year in that chorus until the
juvenile lead took sick and being amazed when told to
take the part—singing for the first time in her life . . ..
getting a $15 raise for making good . . . . singing in all
the favorite cafes of Chicago, gradually working up
to the unheard-of pay of $100 a week and chucking
it to go into great old Colisimo's spaghetti palace,
frequented by kings and queens, and singing for tips
.. .. catching her breath one night when the gambler,
Nick the Greek, tossed her a $50 tip for a song at the
same place . . . . graduating into the College Inn at
the Sherman Hotel with Abe Lyman's band and going
upstairs to the roof to become Chicago's "'Sweetheart
of the Air" over station WLS . . . broadcasting there
for months with the old air team of Ford & Glen . . . .
being requested to sing "What Can | Say After | Say
I'm Sorry™ over the same station and being surprised
when, fifteen minutes later, Tom Rockwell rushed in to
sign her up for a phonograph company . . . . singing
lyrics of Irving Berlin hits for records and her thrill
when Flo Ziegfeld, through Berlin's attention, sent
Stanley Sharpe out to Chicago to sign her for the
forthcoming "Follies of 1927" . ... staying with Zieg-
feld through six shows . . . . singing "Ten Cents a
Dance''—the song that brought police control of taxi
dance halls . . .. reviving Nora Bayes' famous 20-year-
old number, ""Shine On Harvest Moon,"" for the 1931
Follies and seeing it sweep the country . . . . being
signed for the CBS Chesterfield program without an
audition, and for good luck's sake, opening her series
with "What Can | Say After | Say I'm Sorry."
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The thing we like about Bing Crosby is that he doesn't
stand on his dignity. This rare ability not to be afraid
of making oneself ridiculous is all the more exceptional
in a handsome young fellow whose stock in trade is
the crooning of tender melodies. Bing showed real
courage in deliberately going in for movie clowning.
He might have killed the romantic appeal he has built
up in radio. Yet despite his film buffoonery his popu-
larity with the radio audience seems not to have les-
sened at all. In fact, two recent nation-wide polls
select him as the leading male singer of popular songs.
¢ Truth is, Bing is just a reqular guy who happened to
be born with a freak throat, enabling him to croon in a
manner both unique and captivating. As a lad in
school he was suspended for "general all-round orneri-
ness.” Now he dreams of the day he can retire to
his pipes, a boat and a home in California. q His right
name is Harry Lillis Crosby, Jr., and he was born in
Tacoma, Washington, May 2, 1904. As a child he
played cowboy and Indian, shouting "Bing! Bing!" as
mythical redskins bit the dust. Hence the familiar
nickname. q Bing attended Tacoma and Spokane pub-
lic schools, Gonzaga High School, Gonzaga University
and Law School, finishing in 1926. He helped support
himself and participated in a variety of school activi-
ties—sports, glee club, debating, dramatics, college
publications. He still hankers to write. @ He never
studied voice. But he was good enough to break into
radio over KFl in 1927 as half of the vocal team of
Bing Crosby and Hal Rinker. In 1928 he, Rinker and
Harry Barris joined Paul Whiteman as the original
Rhythm Boys. € Featured at Los Angeles' Cocoanut
Grove in 1930-31, Bing more or less naturally got into
movie work. He sang many vocal choruses in the first
sound pictures and worked with Whiteman in his film,
The King of Jazz. q The popularity of his phonograph
recordings led to his debut on the Columbia network
in 1931. He bounded to broadcasting stardom over-
night . . . and thereafter made a habit of breaking
personal appearance records. q He is regarded as one
of the greatest popularizers of songs . . . has written
the lyrics to numerous popular hits, including "I Sur-
render, Dear," "At Your Command,” ""Waltzing In a
Dream" and his famous "Blue of the Night."




Before establishing the now famous Pennsylvanians' radio technique, Fred
Waring, boss man of the Ford Program {formerly known as the Old Gold Pro-
gram), was forced to seek audition after audition until he won a place on the CBS
schedule. Now, having been on the air for more than a year, this fixture is recog-
nized from coast to coast as one of the broadcasting highlights. € Musician,
showman, business man—a driving worker who rehearses one number for hours
and requires his charges to memorize their lyrics so they can watch every move-
ment of his conducting—Fred Waring is largely responsible for the distinctive
contributions.the Pennsylvanians have made to radio: choral work, a new method
of presenting musical novelties and comedy, the building of each number into
an individual production or act, and the introduction of a new group of star
performers. € One reason for Waring's success in popularizing "glee club"
numbers is his treatment of this feature on a

large scale. Twenty-five mixed voices, including
those of the orchestra members, are blended in
the "glee club" numbers. € Fresh talent which
has come to the microphone via the Pennsylva-
nians includes Poley ("Frog Voice") McClintock,
scat-singing Johnny Davis, Babs Ryan and her
brothers (Little and Charles), tenor-voiced Stuart
Churchill, the lovely Lane Sisters {Rosemary and
Priscilla) and Brother Tom Waring—pianist, com-
poser and possessor of a warm baritone voice.

L 4

Always an innovator, Paul Whiteman,
rotund ""dean"of jazz, brings to the Kraft
Program a satisfying flavor of novelty :
and experiment. In this he is ably assisted by Deems Taylor as master of cere-
monies. No doubt radio listeners were a bit startled to learn that Mr. Taylor,
noted composer and close associate of the Metropolitan Opera, had a playful
side to his nature, but this has not kept them from according his original and
refreshing (though a trifle self-conscious) brand of humor the approval it de-
serves. { Al Jolson, with comedy, drama and song, has continued to contribute
his talents to the feature, with a period off for motion-picture activities. Given a
free hand in doing what he thought best for radio, Jolson developed a style of
presentation that also had the "'different” touch—he offers sketches, brief dramas
and comedies keyed in the mood of the songs he
sings, and forming natural introductions to the
music. € Talented specialists whom Whiteman
brings before the microphone include Peggy
Healy, Ramona, Jack Fulton, Bob Lawrence and
various singing groups and instrumentalists.
g The Kraft Program began June 26, 1933, as a
two-hour feature, but the time was reduced to
one hour when the program went on a coast-to-
coast NBC network.
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BUEACNUE THE RADIO TUBES

YOU BUY
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INSIST ON THIS SEALED CARTON

and you are sure of getting genuine
Micro-Sensitive RCA Radio Tubes

LOOK FOR THIS SIGN
inyour neighborhood. It
identifies a dealerselecied by
to serve your radio

tube needs.

LISTEN TO THE STARS
Tune in on Radie City Studio
Party 9109:30,E S. T..every
Sacurday nighi over N. B. C.
Blue network. Hear the bir
stars of your favonite pro-
grams —Fun—Music —Quick
Flashes from John B. Ken-
nedy. famous commentacor.

ARE [

Wioninger as CAPTAIN HENRY

B i

ON'T be fooled by old worn-

out radio tubes palmed off on
the public as new. Ask for genuine
RCA Radio Tubes that come to you
ir. a sealed, non-refillable carton. They
can be tested without removing the
carton . .. but the carton must be
destroyed before tube can be used.

To increase your radio pleasure, f

ask your nearest authorized RCA
Radio Tube Agent for the new
Micro-Sensiuve RCA Radio Tubes,

Y
)
"REMEMBER, FRIENDS, EVEN AN
ENGINEER CANT TELL A NEW
TUBE FROM A USED TUBE. THESE

SEALED CARTONS PROTECT
YOU AGAINST OLD RADIO

’ TUBES SOLD AS NEW .. AND
THAT'S ONLY THE BEE-GINNIN'
/ 1T MEANS THAT YOU FOLKS

WILL HEAR OUR PROGRAMS
/ JUST AS IF YOU WERE ABOARD
THE SHOWBOAT WITH US.”

These are the tubes guaranteed by
the RCA Radiotron Company to give
you these five big improvements:
(1) Quicker Starr. (2) Quieter Operatior..
(3) Uniform Volume. (4) Uniform Per-
formance. (5) Sealed Carton Protection.

BE CAREFUL

Hundreds of thousands of used
r radio tubes are being sold as new
% | by dishonest dealers — slipped
.. into new open-flap cartons —so
you can't tell the difference.
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%unninqham




THERE IS NO MYSTERY

as to winy our business is going ahead

The other day we were asked why it is that people like to do busi-
ness with us. To tell you the truth, we never thought much about it.

We think that there are many reasons, among them being:

QUALITY MERCHANDISE . . .You will find here a wide selection
of nationally known products . . . backed by our guaran-
tee as well as the guarantees of leading manufacturers.

RIGHT PRICES . . .You'll find our prices extremely attractive to the
thrifty pocketbook.

COURTEOUS SERVICE .. .When you give us business, our method
of showing our appreciation is to extend courteous and
efficient service.

REPUTATION . . .We have a reputation for standing back of the
merchandise we sell ... The customer must be satisfied.

iF WE HAVE NOT HAD THE PLEASURE OF SERVING YOU . MAY
WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE OPPORTUNITY OF DOING SO2
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