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The Northwest Vintage Radio Society is a non-profit 
historical society incorporated in the State of Oregon. Since 
1974 NWVRS has been dedicated to the preservation and 

restoration of Antique Radio & Wireless apparatus. 
The Northwest Vintage Radio Society meets at the Buena 

Vista Club House (Atkinson Park) 16th & Jackson 
Street,Oregon City, Oregon. (Note: take Washington St. to 

15th, up 15th hill to Jackson, turn left to 16th). 
Meetings are held at 10:00 AM on the Second Saturday of 

each month except for summer vacation in July and August. 
The meetings are an opportunity 

to exchange information and advice. 
Annual Dues: 

Regular Membership $15--
Associate Membership $12--
Renewals are due on January First 

1989 NWVRS OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 
VICE PRESIDENT 
TREASURER 
SECRETARY 

DAN HOWARD 
DOUG DAVEE 
EDCHARMAN 
NORRIS JACKSON 

503-761-7799 
503-752-1648 
503-654-7387 
503-642-5625 

NWVRS Mailing Addresses 
Membership Applications & Renewals: ~. 
Northwest Vintage Radio Society ~ 
P.O. Box 82379 ~ 
Portland, Oregon 97282-0379 ~[' 
All Newsletter Business/Information: / ... 

Call Letter IJ.~!!I. L. 0-'-"-. -~--. ~'.') 
4041 NE Wistaria Drive 00 ~\ .\;.~. 
Portland, Oregon 97212-2963 ,. ,. =", 



ITSM ~ 
DeForest Crosley 50 & 51 .•.•.•......•.••...• 1 
IntroductIon •••••.•.•.••.•••.••••.••••.•.••• 2 
contents ••••••.••••••••.•••.•••••.•••••••••• 3 
Atmospherica by Tom James (May '79) •.•••.•.• 4 
Deforest crosley by Matt Thornton .•....•.•.• 5 
Radilo Waves by DIck Karman •.••.•.••••••.•.• 6 
Radio Passing Away by Dick Karman .•..•.•.... 7 
Swap Shop •.•..•••.••••••.•••.•••••••.••••• 8,9 
PSARA News, Announcements & Coming Events •. 10 
NWVRS MInutes, Announcements & Schedule •••. ll 
April calendar •.•••.••••.•.••.•••.••••••••. 12 
water Rings ••••.••••••••.••••••.••••.•••••• 12 
01el ••.•.•••....•.•..•...•.•..•.•..•••.••.. 13 
First Transistor RadIo by Jerry Brannon •••. 14 
Ads. (C.L. only) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15 
Crosley crystal receivers (H.O.P. only) •.•• 15 
1927 Crosley 5-50 ....•...•.••......•......• 16 

**************** 1989 STAPF **************** 
EDITOR IN CHIEF ..• EDWIN BUHITE ..• S03-288-9727 
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS: 

MATT THORNTON •••...•.•......•.• 206-284-4624 
DICK KARMAN .•••....•......•...• 503-288-1285 

********************************************* 
The CALL LETTER and The HORN or PLENTY are 

published monthly as the official publication 
of the Northwest Vintage Radio Society and 
the puqet Sound Antique Radio Association. 
The call Letter and The Horn Of Plenty are 
available only as part of the NWVRS/PSARA 
membershIps. NWVRS/PSARA are not responsible 
for any buying /selling transactions 
incurred, or for any other use of 
the contents of this publication. 
************************************ 



~NO NOW ...... THE TOM JJ:lHE5 POETRY CORNER 

JAe 
B/l.QfLd iVew B/l.WLd 

9 {ound thu a1.deJl 6ailti/LeL, 
Dt exc.eliud /-aNT! QfLd .wn. 

JAe cal:meLJZ.ff WaA b ea.u;ti. i 
9 Loved d will a (JaA/L.wn ,I 

9 /LeL ad W /l.e.!Lw/l.e th.-iA [fein, 
J/l.Om /Ltern to /Ltvr..n, 9' d WOAk dj 

9' d MOl<. d W th.e 6aileJZ.ie.!L th.eJl 
lind enj.off d '/L anciud c.iA.cild • 

J.i.AAt ot.t, th.e co~ WeAe /-ound W be 
Co/VW'd~ at the jo,inu--/LO 

!) wound /Lome mo/l.e 0 t Like de.!L4Jn, 
!jivin[f jW-ce a (JJWp'eA flpw. 

J/ie :I:A.o.nAfpJl.!l!.e/t/L in the audio 
WeJZ.e cJ1 fuee /LOWt-- IWf'.d ,I 

!) ~t itapp,eJled W Awe a tew 
Ji:uz.i coUld be M.:f[fed W /l.Ud. 

One :t.ube /LockeL WaA /n~, wo, 
IILL fuee fixed cap/L weJZ.e leahff' 

WAi.1e th.e One [}/Lid leah did not. 
lind th.e tunin[f. .!LAa/;t1. weJZ.e /lpLeal?ff. 

!) linr!4 ffOt £he th.in[f. to WOAA. 
r;; ill (JClJtU ltepa.i.JZ.ed li.ke new. 

!)t /lounded plteiJ:.J; rod to me, 
lind (JJW6Qbl:; woUld W ffOU. 

9 ~wed d W a 0.ieJld at mine, 
--5 aid Ae' d found a Like one. cAeapJ 

W oM ed U e a CJu:vun wdAout. /l.epaiJZ. ! 
5ucA /LtaterneJlU make one weep. 

JA-iA /leL WaA once a J/l.~, 
lin ClJt-iAWCJl.at 0 t n(JfTle.!L, 

Bd a/X-eA aJ.1 th.e wOM iMide 
!) t '/L now a J/l. e.dvrwz. -J(JfTle.!L .I 



COVER STORY- The DeForest-Crosley 
by Matt Thornton 

The DeForest-Crosley 50 and 51 were Canadian-built 
1924 descendants of the 1922 Crosley Harko Senior 
and the 1923 Crosley Model V or the almost 
identical Ace Type V made in the USA. The Harko 
Senior sold for $16.00 without tube, batteries, 
or phones. The DeForest-Crosley 50 and the Harko 
Senior were one-tube receivers. The others had 
two tubes, one regenerative detector and one 
stage of audio amplification. The two-tube models 
were Crosley's answer to the Radiola III. 

Inside the one-tube models were a Crosley book 
condenser and a variable-coupling rf transformer. 
The book condenser consisted of two copper plates 
arranged to open and close like a book. A cam 
that was rotated by the tuning knob closed the 
plates together against a spring. One of the 
plates was insulated so the plates would not 
touch at maximum capacitance. Two pancake coils 
formed the variable-coupling transformer. One of 
the coils moved closer to the other when one 
of the front panel knobs was pulled out. This 
controlled selectivity as well as amplitude. 
A tap switch varied the inductance of one of the 
coils to allow the radio to receive the entire 
broadcast band. A conventional filament rheostat 
was also included. 

Warren L. Green, charter member of PSARA, 
provided information for this cover story. 

Klaus Beckmann, member of NWVRS, 
prouided the photos of his Crosleys. 



Radio Waves at·Radio Music 
Dick Karman 

About ten years ago NWVRS member Tom James wrote a radio quiz for 
the Newsletter. He called them I.Q. Trimmers It is fun to look for 
answers, then and now. So sit back and tryout this one: 

What program or performer is associated with the 
following music? 

The William Tell Overature 
Flight of the Bumble Bee 
Back In the Saddle Again 
Happy Trails 
Love Nest 
Love In Bloom 
My Time is Your Time 
Polly Wolly Doodle 
Red River Valley 
Moonlight Serenade 
Rhapsody in Blue 
Inka Dinka Doo 

If these songs are second nature to you, you are probably over 40 and 
lived within 50 miles of major radio station in the 1950s. 

Look for the answers in the next edition of the Call Letter or the Horn of 
Plenty. 

Questions provided by Harry Castle and Walter Podrazik in their book 
505 Radio Questions Your Friends Can't Answer. 



Part of Radio Passing Away 

Ken Niles Passes On 
Ken Niles was one of the true pioneers of radio and the first big West 

Coast announcer. Ken along with his brother Wendell, and a few more 
young people, actually changed the face of the world. The stars of Ken and 
Wendell Niles shine brightly on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 

Ken was born in 1906 in Montana, in the lovely little town of Livingston. 
He loved the outdoors with the great mountains, the crystal streams, and 
the big sky. Later the Niles family migrated to Seattle, Washington, where 
he majored in dramatics. 

Ken sang in operettas, played saxophone and was active in the then 
famous stock company, The Henry Duffy Players. This was at the end of the 
roaring twenties and he wanted to be part of it, so he sold his saxophone 
and headed for Los Angeles. In Los Angeles, he landed a job as announcer 
with the Don Lee radio network which later became part of CBS. 

Radio in those days consisted of music and people talking into 
microphones, everything static. Prompted by his background in drama, 
Ken had the idea that drama could be done on radio; consequently he ap
proached Don Lee with the idea. Mr. Lee thought the idea pretty ridiculous 
--- drama on radio? Putting on action that you couldn't see? But being a 
man who came to play, he said "give it a go." Ken did, and that is how the 
Theater of the Mind was born. 

He announced and helped produce many of the first big shows from the 
west coast. Shows like Witches Tales, California Melodies, The Bing Crosby 
Show, and so many more. 

One of the biggest and most successful shows of that early period that 
Ken announced and co-produced was Hollywood Hotel, sponsored by 
Campbell Soup, with Louella Parsons, Judy Garland, Dick Powell, Fran
cis Langford and almost every star in Hollywood. This was the time he met 
and married his delightful wife Nadia. These were Radio's "Golden Years," 
at a time when announcers were stars. (Now the stars are the announcers.) 

Ken is the fist to leave an illustrious family. He is survived by brother 
Russell Niles, the former chancellor of New York University and president 
of the New York Bar Association, brother Donald, a much respected judge 
in Seattle, Grace his beloved sister and Wendell of radio and television. 

Ken leaves Nadia, his wife of fifty seven years, daughter Denise, son Ken 
Jr., several grand children and millions of friends. 

Reprinted by Permission of the editor of The RadioGram, 4360 136th 
St. Hawthorne, California, 90405 
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WANTED DEAD OR AliVE 
4940TV. 4900TV. 49391V. 49411'11 
Also RCA 62115 and 
other .,.. screen sets. 
Ken Korhonen 206-932-9363 
4022 41st Ave. S.W. 
Seattle, Washington 98116 
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SWAP SHBP 
WAN T E D**·*·****·*·**·*····*·· 
European Radios (also military) up to 1948, 

also related tubes, parts and literature. 
Hax Kaplan 206-851-4187 
14902 84th Ave. ct. NW Oig Harbor, Wa. 98335 

Atwater Kent 4650 Chassis and circular dial 
face plate for its cabinet (3 1/8" diameter 
hole in cabinet face); Riders Vol. 5 and 23 
(have vol. 6 for possible trade); Kenwood 
KD 500 or KD 700 turntable. Jerry Brannon 
206-854-4234, collect if you wish. 
22324 100th Ave. S.B. Kent washington 98031 

Atwater Kent Breadboard Radios - also parts 
Jerry Hadsen 612-926-7775 
4624 west Woodland Road Edina, "Inn. 55424 

Grandfather Clock Radios & cathedral Radios 
Lee Williams 206-481-9415 
2015B 228th SE Bothell, Washington 98021 

Arvin small metal radios, especially models 
with 2 or 3 tubes. Pilot brand tubes and parts 
Dan Howard 503-761-7799 
2940 SE 118th Ave. Portland, Oregon 97266 

Zeniths: Royal 2000, Super VIII, 15-U-27l. 
Grebe: CR- series, Four letter and AC sets. 
Riders: 21, 22, 23. Edwin Buhite 503-288-9727 
4041 NE Wistaria Dr. portland, Oregon 97212 

scott Symphony radio (1929) Name your price. 
Jim Clark, "The Scott Collector" 517-349-2249 
1292 Starboard, Okemos, "I 48864 

Riders Vol. 20 and 23, Originals only please. 
Dan Healy 415-488-4596 
P.o. Box 764 Woodacre, california 94973 

Hilitary Radio equipment of WWII and earlier, 
especially German, Japanese and Italian. 
Hugh Hiller 206-487-3047 Hornings & Weekends 
6400 Haltby Rd.Woodinville, Washington 98072 

F DRS AL E.** •••••••••• * ••••• ** 
Tubes used for AC Sets, tested & guarnteed. 

$1@ and up, 5 tube minimum. 

1440 SW 239th Ave. Hillsboro, Oregon 97123 19) 
*.***************************.**************** ~ 

Jerry Talbott 503-649-6717 I 



P S A R A ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Seattle, Washington March 19, 1989 

Due to the Annual Auction on March 19, 1989, no business meeting was 
scheduled. The auction, both silent and oral, was well attended by mem
bers from Seattle, Canada, Portland and Mr. and Mrs. Ian Sangster of 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

A total of 158 items were put on the block and changed hands repre
senting a dollar value of $1668.25. Individual prices paid ranged from a 
high of $115- down to the minimum of $1-. Many good pieces went for 
rediculously low prices and fun was had by all. There were 64 buyers at the 
auction. 

Special thanks go to our perennial Auctioneer, John Aiken and also to 
Russ and Karen Anderson, who put in a long day at the computer and to 
Lee Williams and his helpers for purging the Museum in time for the Auc
tion. 

tpSARA Coming Event~ 

Shoreline Museum Seattle Washington 
April 16, 1989 
11:00 AM Swap Meet 
1:00 PM Business Meeting 

Presentation and Show & Tell: open. 
May 21, 1989 open, June 18, 1989 open, July 16, 1989 open. 
A plea to all members: We presently have no one scheduled for our 

monthly Presentations or Show & Tells. If you have any interests or sub
jects you wouldn't mind sharing with members after the Business meetings, 
please step forward now and let Jerry Brannon (206-854-4234) know about 
it. For show & Tell just bring in your favorite item and tell a little about it. 
Thank You. / /!;' 

t/kf( W-~~~ 
Max A. Kaplan, 
PSARA Secretary 



N W V R S MEETING MINUTES 

Oregon City, Oregon - March 11, 1989 

The March 11, 1989 meeting of the NWVRS was called to order at 10:08 
AM by President Dan Howard. The TREASURER'S REPORT was not an
nounced. Members were reminded of the Callahan radio sale in Corvallis 
on March 18 and 19. Today's business meeting was brief due to the March 
Swap Meet in progress. Meeting adjourned. 

~c~·~~ 
NWVRS Secretary 

IN W V R S COMING EVENTSI 

April 8, 1989 
10:00 AM Business Meeting & Display-Talk 
Documentation: Collecting & Preservation 

May 13, 1989 
8:30 AM Swap Meet & Business Meeting. 
11 :00 AM Swap Meet ends. 

June 3 & 4, 1989 
DISPLA Y at Seaside Ham Convention 
Saturday 9:00 - 4:00, Sunday 9:30 - 1 :30 

June 10, 1989 
10:00 AM Business Meeting 

July. & August - - - - -.summer Vacatiom 
Sept 9, 1989 

For more informa
tion about these and 
other NWVRS func-
tions: Dan Howard, 
2940 SE 118th Ave, 
Portland, OR 97266 

503-761-7799. 

10:00 AM Business Meeting & Annual Auction 
October 14, 1989 
10:00 AM Business Meeting & Annual Contest 

November 11, 1989 
8:30 AM Swap Meet & Business Meeting. 
11:00 AM Swap Meet ends. 

December 9,1989 
10:00 AM Business Meeting & Annual Election of Officers. 
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YESTERDRY USA 
Yint_ R"dio Progr.....,;"g 
continues 24 hours " H!I. 

1 d"s a -.... lin the uttellit", 
Sat com 4, tr aRsponder 15. audio 6.2 

Wat8r Riqg& 
White rings on Radio cabinets are from 
mois ture trapped under a wax surf ace. 
To remove the ring, apply toothpaste to 
a damp cotton cloth. Rub the toothpaste 
lightly into the ring and it win buff away 
the white. If the ring is stubborn, add a 
little baking soda and buff to remove the 
ring. Buff lightly with a clean, dry cloth. 

from Jim Barrows W7BCT 
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ORECiOH CITY 

NWVRS 
10:00 AM 
Mae11ng 

15 

22 

29 



~ ~ ~ ~ (acquisitions) 

Do-U-glas--oaVee-----
1926 Brownie Wireless Co., Ltd., London, 

"Dominion Console" A three Valve reflexed 
battery receiver in a low profile, slope 
front cabinet with a built-in cone speaker. 

Dan Howard 
Radiotel Hotel radio (thanks to Art Redman). 
Kent (similar to Arvin 422). 

Max Kaplan 
1938 Radio Bell, Hade in Belgium 

Jim Mason 
Lemco Crystal set 
Murphy English 3-band table radio 
Five Valve (post war) 

1928 Crosley Bandbox shipping carton 
Jerry Talbott 

1936 Fada 272 large bakelite set 
1939 Detrola 199 Super Pee Wee 
1940 Sparton 590-1 ac/dc portable 

Thousands Now 
Know This to be the ............ .. 
Greatest Radio Value Ever Offered 

"Pacific Quintet" 
Super-Het Kit $15.00 

(45,000 Cycle) 

Another Leader Product of the 
Popular "Pacific" Line 

A remarkable value, made possible 
through huge quantity production. 
Build your own Supef'Heterodyne. 
Rebuild or convert your old set to 
a modern and advanced type Super· 
Heterodyne. All other parta re
quired are standard. Hook·up print 
with complete and simple Instruc· 
tions packed with eacb MPaclflc 
Quintet" kit. 

Forealght and Advanced Englnee .... 
Ing Efficiency now bring the latest 
and moat popular developmenta 
within a price range to ault the 
average pocket·book. 

"P.~UI~ Q..I.t~t" Sa.~r_Het Kit 
Consisting ot 1 Paclf\c "Ranller" No. 
lO Oscillator Coupler, 3 Paclftc 
"Ranger" No. 25 Intermediate Fre
quency Tranatormera and 1 Paclftc 
No. 20 "Ranger" Filter Transformer. 

If Your Dealer Cannot Supply You, SENT TO ANY ADDRESS 
Upon Receipt of $15.00, or by Parcel Post or Express C.O.D. 

BALDWIN-PACIFIC CO., Pacific Bldg., San Francisco 



First T ran&i&tor Radio 

A TR U E 
JET-AGE 
PRODUCT 
OF SCIENCE 

AMAZING 
POWERFUL 
PORTABLE 
RECEIVER 

TRANSI<~"I.ITE .... the first Translstor powered radio on the market. is a radically new ... a really 
different kind of radio. This tiny jeVl.-p-! of modern elf"ctrontc science uses the sensi1t!onul Translator 
Invented by Dell T"lel!hone Labs, THANS-MITE operates tor 500 hours on a slnllie 3 volt energy 
cell cf)!:.ting but a few cents. 

TRAN.SI-MITE tunp,) the standard broadcast hand ancl receives al1 local stnllons wlth crystal ... cIrar tone. 
Traru:IHtf'lTIJ do not burn out. ClS do tubes. 80 TRANSI-MITE 'Jhould f1ve a lIfetime of .l1stclling pleasure. 
r~~gh~~~hb-~1~1~~r~~~O~~31i~o~:d~a:~c~t assure. listening pnvacy in e office. in.. publlC gatherings such 

:r~~~I:~i:f~ i;ER~(~~l~LtR~~~uJn;~l~!f;;:ftl~~m~~;::t s:~~t:~~~s~ O:e{b·o.n~p.t·Rk~~r!ff¥odpfr~~e.t~ 

Be The First To Own A Genuine Transistor Radio! 
Perfect For Usa In Event Of National Emerleney! ONLY $16.95 

Postpaid 

TRANSI·MITE RADIO LAB MANTEO, NO. CAR. 

This advertisement is from the Ma, 1954 
edition of MECHANICS TODAV. This ad. 
states lithe first Transistor powered 
radio on the market". 

Some have olaimed the Regency TR-l was 
the first. however, it was not marketed 
until October 1954. 

Jerry BraMon 



JA MAC PRODUCTS 
SPEAKER RECONING ALL MAKES 

JB.L University 
Altee E-V 
High Fide"h Auditot'iu .. Spuken, HOfIl5 

603-252-2929 
8600 HE Send, B'~d 

Po'''."d,Or .7220 

"

940-1945-1950-1955-19(,0-19(,5--, 

~ R5-D3 ~ 
~ ELECTRONIC SURPLUS Ci 
b ~ II S.E. 82 NO AVE. ~ 
", o/?r~/V,t.? 0"'1£ 0/\/ P.r 6 U; 
!! OP N: 10:00 AM. TO 6:tfo P.M. J. 
J, TUESDAY-SATURDAY ~ 
'" !! RADIO" TELEPHONE" TEST GEAR" ~ 
I ~ 
~ COMPONENTS I TUBES, X-FORMERS CD 
~ ~ 

-I TRADE-SALE-CONSIGNMENT I 
BOB LEE BUS.(503' n4-65OO 

CLASSIC ~A[)IO SrIJVlcr-
Repair and Restoration 

at.ne Craftsmanstu.p SLn.ce 1955 

- AD)' - Make - Model - 'Vear

Comp1&t& Stadt of OOsh&st Quality ~s 
Speaker ReconiDg ~ Cabinet Restoration 

CLASSIC DADIV S~DVIC~® 

©O 25~a..P.O.B.x7" (gO 
WOMaae, CA '.'73 

(415) 488-4596 
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