
NORTHWEST
YCMTAGERADIO

SOCIETY

CALL LETTER

Jan '87 Vol. 13 No.l

BOSTON RADIO EXPOSITION
and

N. E. AMATEUR CONVENTION
Mechanics Building

Entire Week October 30—November 4

Covers New England with
One Exposition

SPACE AVAILABLE NOW

Executive Offices: 5 Park Square, Boston, Mass.



T a b l e o f C o n t e n t s

January Meeting 3
Atmospherics

From the Tom James Collection 4
Meeting Minutes 6

Pages From the Past
Kilbourne and Clark - 7
Early Spark Gap - 8
Receivers and Dectectors 9
The Wall Street Journal - 10

SWAP SHOP 11
Accessions 12
TRADIO from the P.S.A.R.A. 14
Society Membership 16

Editor In Chief....Dick Karman 288-1285
2515 NE 37th Ave, Portland, OR 97212

Associate Editor....Bill DeVey 635-6746
16969 SW Tracy, Lake Grove, OR 97034

Advertising Jerry Talbott 649-6717
1440 SW 239TH Av, Hillsboro OR 97123

The CALL LETTER, is published monthly,
as the only official publication of the
Northwest Vintage Radio Society which is
a nonprofit organization incorporated in
the State of Oregon. Meetings are held
on the 2nd Saturday of each month (July
and August omitted) at the Buena Vista
Clubhouse in Oregon City.

President Ray Nelson 233-5063
Vice President Jim Mason 644-2343
Treasurer Ed Charman 654-7387
Recording Secretary- Norris Jackson
Corresponding Secretary -

Robert Teague 653-0077
Librarian Chuck Kibler 678-5066



DATE : January 10th, 1987
TIME : 11:00
PLACE : Buena Vista Clubhouse

ADDRESS : 16th & Jackson streets
Oregon City, Oregon

The January meeting is the official
annual meeting of the Northwest Vintage
Radio Society. An excellent opportunity
to meet the new officers, January is
also the appropriate time to thank the
outgoing officers for their work and the
time they have donated to the society.

The display catagory for the January
meeting is early P.M. sets. Bring one or
two sets with the F.M. theme. Let every
visitor see one of your best.

Jim Mason, our new vice president will
be soliciting suggestions for meeting
activities and plans. Scheduling will
take place between the January and Feb-
ruary meetings, so this is your only
chance to contribute "two cents".

The annual Swap Meet featuring radios
and phonographs will be in Salem at the
fair grounds on February eighth. Our
society will be represented and is plan-
ning to have a both a sales table and a
society display. This falls before the
February meeting so we will need a few
volunteers to step forward at this meet-
ing. This benefits our society greatly
with public exposure & with new member-
ships. PLEASE pitch in and help.
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In Retrospect

jSanta Glaus has come and went,
Leaving Papa badly bent;

Daddy'11 regain his composure, true,
In '87 he'll be "Nicked" anew.

'Twas a strain on mama-san
(Ever since the feast began)

And daddy dassen't even twit,
About her poundage, up a bit.

The kids all loved the fuss'n furze,
All the presents, his and hers.

For '86 it should suffice
I suppose twas well worth the price.

From the Tom James Collection
Originally from January 1978.
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Cascade
Surplus

Electronics
Phone

603)285-0832
Store Hours. Friday and Saturday 10:00 A.M. To 6:00 P.M.

Sunday Noon To 4:00 P.M.

8221 North Denver Avenue
PORTLAND, ORE. 97217

CART W. STELLER. OWNER



Meetiug Minutes

The December 13th
meeting was called to
order at 11:05 am by
President Bill DeVey.
The Minutes of the
November meeting were
approved as published
in the CALL LETTER.

The Tresurer's report was given and ac-
cepted. The current balance in the
treasury is $844.17.
Guests and new members were welcomed.

GOOD AND WELFARE: None

OLD BUSINESS;
The 1987 election of officers was held

The new officers are:
President - -
Vice President
Recording Secretary -
Treasurer - -

Ray Nelson
Jim Mason
Norris Jackson
Ed Charman

Corresponding Secretary Robert Teague

The members were reminded that there
exists an urgent need for a replacement
for the present Call Letter Editor.

NEW BUSINESS!
Jerry Talbott discussed a publication

of the Antique Wireless Association en-
titled "THE AWA REVIEW".
Leads and needs were given.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 am,

followed by a very interesting report on
the 1986 AWA Conference at Canandaigua,
New York, by Don Iverson, refreshments
and exchange of gifts.

Secretary Pro Tern
Jim Mason
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The Last Word In Radio

McCALL COMPENSATED CIRCUIT
The latest, tried and tested triumph of radio engineering—the new
McCall Compensated Circuit now manufactured by the pioneer
radio concern—Kilbourne Si Clark Mfg. Co.

HERE ARE THE POINTS OF SUPERIORITY:

1. Unusual Selectivity. 3. Great Volume.
2. Quality of Reproduction. 4. Logs Accurately.

AIR ROAMER PRICE $14O
WITHOUT A CCESSOK/ES

Here's a McCall Compensated Circuit set of advanced design, electrically
and mechanically perfect. Being non-regenerative, it does not re-radiate.

Ask your dealer to show you this set—listen to its wonderful tone and
notice how simple it is to get a pleasing, clear volume
of sound and how accurately it brings in the desired
station.

NEW K. & C. LOUD SPEAKER
A perfected loud speaker with moulded Bakellte base
—'phone tip jacks, Instead of binding posts—cellular
rubber horn—gives those pleasing accurate tones
so desired.

Price $28.00
fu l l d r t . l l .

KILBOURNE & CLARK MFG. CO.
SKATTI.K

I lr«nrhr»r 1103 W. lOlh Si.. I.On Ancr lmi 171 Mrrond
Si.. 8«ll Kr«n< IN . I I J 1311 MonlBHH SI., Portland. Ore.
Au. l rn l lnn lll.lrlhuior. l '«,lflr I lr .1,1, Co., s) d n <• j
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MAN LAI. Ill IMIHO TKLIiGIIAI'IIY AND TL'LKPIIOXY. 115

SPARK GAPS

3 C
SYNCHRONOUS ROTATING SPARK SAP NON-SVNCHRONOUS ROTATING SPARK G/tP

FIG 5? FIG. 53

Alft

FIG 54

AIR BLAST GAP

FIG. 55

PARALLEL SAP

MARCONI DISC DISCHARGER
FIG. 56

FIG. S7

BQ
FIG 58 TELErUNKEN

(Now ObJolete) FIG. 59 STONE
, (Now Obsolete)

MASSIE GAP row COMPRESSEP AIR rES3ENDEN-J)E FOREST
FIG. 60

(Now Obtolete)
FIG. 61

(Now Obiolele)

Clippings contributed by Dan Howard.
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MANUAL Or BADIO TELEGRAPHY AND TELEPHONY. 141

TO AERIM.

FIG. 84 VALVE RECEIVER-MARCONI-

TT> AERIAL

(o WIRELESS specuu.lv
APPARATUS CO.

O

as FESSENDCN INTCRFCRENCC PREVTMTER

Fio. 87.—Magnetic Detector—Marconi.
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Owners of Old Radios get Tubes
Before Buyers of New Ones.

The War production board plans to give
radio owners who need new tubes prefer-
ence over the purchaser of a new radio.

Disclosing plans for channelling pro-
duction of new tubes into the replace-
ment market, WPB officials told an ad-
visory committee that home radios are in
such poor condition that the average
sets needs about one and a half tubes.
Thus, officials said, if a million tubes
are available for replacement, 666,666
sets will be restored. However if these
million tubes are used in the production
of new five tube sets, only 200,000 new
receivers would be placed on the market.

Officials said they are planning to
authorize the production of 4 million
tubes a month for civilian use. However,
until military orders and cutbacks be-
come more apparent it seems unlikely
that this level can be reached.

Civilian tube allotment for 1944 were
19 million tubes, averaging 1.2 million
to 1.8 million per month. Production
for receiving sets during March and
April totalled 25.9 million tubes.

[This story originally appeared in
the Wall Street Journal, June 1st,
1945, front page, third column. I

- Thanks to Dan Howard for the research
and contribution.
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SWAP SHOP

FREE - 1950s Televisions: 17" G.E.,
21" RCA, Halicrafter, Motorola, all in
excellent cabinets and are complete.
Jerry Talbott 1440 SW 239th ave
Hillsboro, OR 97123 503-649-6717

WANTED: a brown Atwater Kent tuning
dial and brass eschutcheon for Model 20.
Have black A-K knobs for sale or trade.
FOR SALE: A-K Horn (no driver) $10
ART REDMAN 5111 SE TOLMAN PORTLAND,
OR 97206 503-774-9913

WANTED: T.V. Neon Lamp "Kine-O-Lamp"
Used in mechanical T.V. sets of the 30s.
Cabinet for table radio with roughly 7"
by 18" face panel opening.
C.E. Clutter, 14330 NE Fremont Ct.
Portland, OR 97230, 503-254-9296

WANTED: Old time bulletins of the AWA
Volumes 2 through 7. WILL TRADE Volumes
24, volumes 25-26.
Jerry Talbott 1440 SW 239th ave
Hillsboro, OR 97123 503-649-6717

FOR SALE: Cabinet for Sparton Mod 930
$20.
Evelyn Tompkins, 3796 Hulsey S.E.
Salem, OR 97302, 503-362-8071
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AC • CES • SIGN /ik-'sesh-en, ak-/
1. acquisition of additional property
2. to record in order of acquisition

Don Iverson
2 spark gap spark wheels
A Crosley Pup in the ORIGINAL box
A Deforest "MR-6"
A FADA Crystal Detector

Art Redman
Early Telegraph key and sounder

Sonny Clutter
A Radiola 16
A Stewart-Warner Television with

the mirror in the lid I

Jerry Talbott
1937 Zenith 5S228 Small Tombstone
1941 Philco PT43 woodand white

plastic set
1946 Brandes 1032T table radio

Jim Mason
Radiola III-A with tubes
1929 Jackson Bell Mod 8 tombstone
1931 G.E. model 5-22X Tombstone

with clock
1933 International "Kodette" Jr.
1936 Airline "Movie Dial" table set

Robert Teague
A Panda Bear novelty radio
Early Transistor set by "Luxetone"

Accessions is the page reserved to
share your most recent "finds" with the
others. All members are encouraged to
participate. Contact your editor or the
society secretary to be included.
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JA MAC PRODUCTS
SPEAKER RECONING ALL MAKES

8600 NE Sandy Blvd
Port land, Or 97220

503-252-2929

R5-D3 ELECTRONIC SURPLUS
RADIO TELEPHONE

TEST EQUIPMENT
TUBES COMPONENTS

1930'S THRU 1980'S

6111A SE 82nd Ave -Sat. -Tue. 10 till 6
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TRADIO
classified ads from the

Puget Sound Antique Radio Association

WANTED :

Electric Pick up head for phonograph
tone arm circa 1927. Crank handle for
Victor phonograph. Hugh Rehberg,
Seattle, 206-824-6398. Wk 206-246-8772.

Any McMurdo Silver Electric Set, with or
without cabinet. Msterpiece I,
II,III,IV,V,VI, 14-15, or 15-16; The
McMurdo Silver Times or the McMurdo
Silver Forum, or any liturature; 1935 -
1939 Zenith Consoles. WE wil pick up in
most parts of hte United States. Prank
and Mary Rasada, 12507 Pine Grove Lane,
Cerritos, CA 90701. (714) 951-9591,
Evenings (213) 926-6722. Leave message.

Radiola IV, Crosley XL, Sky Chief
radios, David Grimes radios, colored
plastic radios, colored leather sets,
mirrored glass, art deco, and other
unusual sets, Pre-1950 Televisions, Old
Radio shows on Tape. KEN KORHONEN 4022
41ST AVE SW SEATTLE , WA 98116 (206)
932-9363.

Atwater Kent name plate (3" oval). Frank
Banks (206) 824-8956

"Guts" for Atwater Kent 206; Any
information of the Paramount Radio
Company or the Los Angeles Radio
Manufacturing'Company; Any Duke
Ellington on 78s. Will tradea Wurlitzer
2910 for Wurlitzer 200 parts. COLIN
HALLGREN 2205 OAKES EVERETT , WA 98201
(206) 252-3892.
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Grunow 801A radio, 1956 Washington State
vehicle license tabs. DARRELL FORSBERG
12209 1ST AVE. NW SEATTLE , WA 98177
(206) 363-0754.

Audio Amplifier input (PPG) transformer,
good or bad, for a radiola IIIA; service
information on Halicrafter SX99. ERIC
LOFQUIST 1820 NW 195TH ST #9 SEATTLE ,
WA 98117 (206) 546-2675

Cabinet for Philco 90; speaker and
amplifier for McMurdo Silver V. ART
CORBUS 5704 - 11TH AVE. NW SEATTLE , WA
98107 206-783-6151

Good contact for info on vintage English
radios. Bert Whitaker (206) 244-2833

Military aircraft/vehicle/ pack radios;
all accessories and manual especially
for WW-2 German and Japanese, simple 1,
2, or 3 tube short wave sets, simple
small or navel shortwve receivers and
transceivers Hugh Miller (206) 365-3684.

FOR SALE :

Zenith Console (slant front) $100. AK
mod 55 console, mint- $125, Scott model
500 $100. SX-28 with speaker (restored)
$100. SX-16 with speaker $100. JERRY
CAPPOEN 8220 71ST ST. CT. NW. GIG
HARBOR, WA 98335 (206) 858-7235.

Seven consoles at reasonable rates. All
excellent cabinets and complete. Freed,
Majestic, Sparton. John Aikin, 3605
Overhulse Rd NW, OLYMPIA, WA 98502 (206)
866-8407.

Grebe Synchrophase $100, JIM BARROWS
15121 41ST AVE SE BOTHELL , WA 98012
(206) 337-4881.
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NORTHWEST VINTAGE RADIO SOCIETY

1987 Renewals

Regular membership $15.00
Associate Membership $12.00

Associate memberships are accepted
from persons outside commuting distance
of the Portland Metropolitan area.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE

PHONE

VOCATION

SPECIAL INTERESTS

Check here for renewal

Mail membership information and dues to
the Northwest Vintage Radio Society P.O.
Box 02379, Portland Oregon, 97202

Membership includes monthly newsletters,
ten monthly meetings (all except July &
August), two swap meets and two auctions
each year, as well as a trading roster
of members, and unlimited "unclassified"
ads in the CALL LETTER.
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