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FCC PASES COMMUNICATIONS POLICY BACK TO F.D.R.

Cognizant of the far-reaching consequences of 1its
decision, the Federal Communicztions Commission this week asked
for advice from President Roosevelt as to United States communi-
cations policy with regard to foreign service.

Unable to come to an amicable conclusion after three
months, the FCC is expected to make an announcement shortly on
the case involving the foreign circuits of the Mackay Radio and
Telegraph Company and the RCA Communications Company, Inc., and
any other commercial wireless services that may maintain foreign
offices.

) Anning S. Prall, Chairman of the Communications Commis-
sion, after a conference at the White House on Wednesday, saild
no decision had been reached. It is expected, however, that an
announcement may ‘be made by the Commission within a week or ten
days at most; '

Some members of the FCC are reported in favor of re-
opening the case, while others are divided on whether to grant
or reject the application of the Mackay Company to establish a
communications office at Oslo, Norway. The application was vigor-
ously opposed by RCA,

Whichever way the Commission decides the case, the
aggrieved party will doubtless appeal to the District of Columbia
Supreme Court and probably will carry the fight through to the
highest tribunal,

The hearing, which started on Januasry 13 and continued
until the end of the month, started out innocently enough but soon
developed into a biltter battle between Mackay and RCA with a
slgnificant question of policy raised and left unanswered.

The FCC decision is likely to have diplomatic, as well
88 commercial consequences in that the neutrality of the United
States in case of a European war may well be at stake.

That the Commission considered the inquiry as broader
than a mere matter of commercial rivalry between competing radio
companies was indicated during the hesring when Irvin Stewart,
the Chairman, agreed with a statement by Frank W. Wozencraft,
attorney for the RCA, that the hearing was "perhaps the first,
perhaps an early major step" toward establishing "an American
communication policy for the first time." On this basis, Chair-
man Stewart admitted in evidence much testimony regarding the
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history of radio communications, its development and the compet-
jtive situatlon now existing,

Mackay Radio's obJect in bringing the whole competi-
tive situation into the plcture was to prove that the RCA is
virtually a monopoly. Ellery W. Stone, Operating Vice-President
of the Mackay Radio and Telegreph Company of Delaware, the chief
witness for Mackay, further clarified the motives of his company
by stating, with reference to the RCA, that "you people have
taken the business from our system and we are goilng to do every-
thing we can with the help of this Commission to get it back."

RCA responded to this challenge by ralsing the issue of
whether it is good policy for the United States to have its com-
munications channels controlled by companies that are partly
foreign owned and affiliasted with alien communications systems,
The Mackay Radio Company is owned by the International Telegraph
and Telephone Company, much of the stock of which 1s owned by
European interests. It has affiliations with foreign telegraph
and cable companies,

The spokesmen for the RCA frankly admitted that they con-
sldered the whole matter a question of survival in the radio com-
munications fleld, Their contention was that there 1s not now
sufficient commercial radio business to make possible the profit-
able operation of two companies in the field., They denied they
were a monopoly, but insisted there was no room in the field for
a competitor.

With equal frankness the representatives of Mackay Radio
stated they were willing to operate "in the red" if they could
get radio communications facilities to primary points in key
foreign countries. They made it clear they were desirous of
establishing radio communications facilities to practically every
important country. In most cases where they indicated a desire
to have facilities, the RCA already has established circuits,

The question of American-controlled radio communications
was brought into the hearing through the testimony of W. A. Winter-
?ottom, Vice-Presldent and General Manager of R.C,A. Communications,
nC. ./__,.'-""

—
A bill has been introduced in the South Carolina Legis-
lature to prohibit short~wave radio sets in automobiles without a
permit from the Secretary of State., No restrictions on use of
other automobile radios is provided. The South Carolina bill
would require a permit for an auto-radio set receiving frequencies
less than 50 meters. ,

XXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX
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///’ PRALL WARNS THAT TELEVISION HAS NOT "ARRIVED"

Speaking at the semi-~annual coordination meeting of
the Philadelphia Natlonal Emergency Councll April 30, Annith S.
Prall, Chalrman of the Federal Communications Commission, warned
against undue optimism over the immediate future of television
and outlined briefly the purposes of the FCC engineering confer-
ence on June 15th,

Asserting that "visual broadcasting has not 'arrived'"
and that the FCC will insist that 1t be kept in an experimental
stage for a while, Mr. Prall said, in part:

"The FCC does not want to excite the nation's populace
into the belief that television i1s 'here', or even that it will
soon be here. Many people might then become the prey of unscrup-
ulous stock promoters who always attempt to ride on the crest of
publicity waves created by new inventions, developments or dis-
coverles. I am going to step outside of my province tonight by
advising against investments in unknown companies which claim to
have basic patents in television. They cannot consclentiously
or honestly promise returns on investments in visual radio because
they do not know when or how it will arrive., Nor do we. And I
reiterate, there cannot be commercial, practical television
until we say the word by l1lifting the experimental requirements.
That regulation will not be altered until we, of the Federal
Communications Commission, are certain beyond any shadow of doubt
that visual radio is technically perfected, that the many economic
hurdles have been overcome, and that it will be sufficiently
good to warrant public reception, When that will happen I cannot
predict, because I am not endowed with clairvoyant powers.

"To chart the course for the future we of the FCC have
called a general engineering hearing in Washington, to be held
beginning June 15. At that hearing we expect the leading redio
scientists of the nation to come forward. They will analyze
present day radio, take a glimpse into the future and make recom-
mendations as to what radio facilities should be assigned to
particular types of services.

"This information will be placed before the seven members
of the Federal Communications Commission. Upon the advice of
our Engineers and Lawyers we will later decide what to do about
providing for future needs,

"The problem of future allocations of facilities has
crystallized in recent months because of the tremendous strides
made by radio sclentists in harnessing the so-called ultra high
frequencies. These are the channels which only a few years ago
were regarded as utterly worthless for communications purposes.

"Now, however, experimental television is going on in
these upper reaches of the ether - the 0ld 'no man's land' of
radlo, So is facsimile transmission and even experimental
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broadcasting over short distance. All of these services want
large portions of the range from 30,000 to 100,000 ke, All of
them cannot be accommodated to the extent they wish,

"Moreover, many engineers believe that some existing
services like the transoceanic communications, aviation, police
radio, government and even broadcasting, might be better off if
they were shifted about on different wave bands, the character-
istics of which seem better suited to the respective types of
communication,

"Thus, you will readily appreciate that there will
face the Federal Communications Commission a problem of deter-
mining whether 1t will be advisable to reallocate the entire
spectrum, To this I say, - perish the thought as it would mean
throwing into obsolescence millions of dollars invested in radio
transmitting and receilving equipment of all kinds. It would
also affect broadcast listeners by changing thelr dialing habits,
inasmuch as stations plcked up at one point of the dial would be
switched to others under such a general realignment.

"Before the FCC will approve anything of so radical a
nature, however, it would have to be convinced that a great amount
of good would inure to the people of the country. While I am
not a technicilan, I feel that many improvements can be made in
che existing radio structure, but I cannot see why it should be
recessary to alter the entire spectrum to make these ilmprovements.
Father, 1t seems to me, they cannot be accomplished by gradusl
zGjustments after a definite policy is laid down." S

///// XXX XXXXXX
s
ALABAMA TRADE FIGHTS THREAT OF TAX ON RADIO SETS

Vigorous protests from radlo and electrical appllance
dealers and distributors of Alabama have been sent to members
of the State Legislature against a proposal to impose a $l-a-year
tax on all radio receiving sets in the State not now sssessed
as personal property.

The proposal was included in a revenue plan drafted by
a speclal committee of State Senators. -

XXXXXXXXX
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NEW NAVAL RADIO STATION PROVIDED IN MONEY BILL

Completlon of a modern radio receiving station by the
Navy Department in the vicinity of the NatlonalCapital 1s made
possible by an appropriation of $125,000 in the Naval Supply Bill
reported to the House of Representatives this week,

The station is being built st Cheltenham, Md., about
15 miles from Washington, The site 1s removed from street cars,
power lines, and the like that have disturbed reception at the
present naval recelving statlon in the District of Columbla.

Testifying before the Sub-Committee, Rear Admiral
Norman M. Smith, said:

"In order to provide positive communication with the
fleet, 1t 1s necessary that there be constructed an urgently
needed, modern, recelving station in the vicinity of Washington,
D. C., to replace the present unsatisfactory facilitles which
now exlst, for this most important 1link in the Navy's communica-
tion system. For years the Navy has struggled 2long with a
makeshift recelving station in its most Important communication
center, Washington, D. C. The existing arrangement includes a
monitor station at the Naval Research Laboratory, Bellevue, by
means of which most of the radio signals are received and relayed
by telephone wire to the Navy Department Communication Office.
Modern receiving methods require diversity receiving antenna
and when this requirements developed, the Naval Research Labora-
tory offered the only immediate solution of the problem. This
arrangement, however, 1is highly unsatisfactory.

"The need for an adequate receiving statlion in
Washington, D. C.,area has long been recognized and the execution
of this project has been deferred solely on account of lack of
funas and the more urgent necessity of providing modern trans-
mitting facilitles in the Navy's two important strsteglc local-
ities, Hawaii and the Canal Zone.

"The facilities to be provided consist of a msster
receiving station, including a modern opersting building,
receivers, operating tables, control vanels, keys, measuring
equipment, switchboards, automatic orerating devices, emergency
Power supply, diversity receiving antennas, electric power
transmission and telephone lines, control and other necessary
land wires to and from the high-power transmitter station, and
quarters for the operating personnel.

"The total estimsted cost of the station is $300,000,
$175,000 of which represents the projects authorized by congres-
slonal act of April 15, 1935. The work under this suthorization
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1s belng proceeded with, under funds made available from past
Public Works balances. The remalining $125,000 comprises those
features which do not require authorization; but which are
needed to place the station in commission."

The Committee appropriated a total of $249,450 for
improvements in radlo facilities over the country.

XXXXXXXXXX

GENE BUCK AGAIN ELECTED PRZSIDENT OF ASCAP

Gene Buck was re-elected President of the American
Soclety of Authors, Composers, and Publishers last week at
the annual meeting of the Directors in New York City. He has
held the same position for more than a decade.

E. C. Mills, General Msnager, was re-elected also,
as was Nathan Burkan, General Counsel.

Others elected are: Louis Bernstein and Otto
Harbach, Vice-Presidents; Joe Young, Secretary; Robert Crawford,
Assistant Secretary; Gustave Schimer, Treasurer, and Sigmund
FPomberg, Assistant Treasurer.

XXXXXXXX
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RMA NAMZS COMIITTEZ FOR FCC HEARING

The Radio Manufacturers' Assoclation will have a
large committee of outstanding engineers present at the hear-
ing ordered by the Federal Communications Commission in
Washington beginning June 15 on future allocations for radio
services,

Dr. W. R. G. Baker, of Bridgeport, Conn., Chairman of
the RMA Engineering Division, is in charge of HRMA preparations
for the hearing and has appointed on a special RMA committee
the following members: L.C.F. Horle, C. B. Jolliffe, K. H.
Manson, A. F. Murray, F. ©. Johnston, Sarkes Tarzian, Dorman
D. Israel and H. B. Marvin., A meeting of the RMA committee
will be held in New York next Wednesday, May 6th, for intensive
Preparation of material to present to the Comaission,

] A committee report on the Comuission hearings, which
are expected to continue about two weeks and for which sll
Other radio interests are making elaborate preparation, will

?g igceived during the annual RMA Convention in Chicago, June

XX XXXXXX
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SCIENTISTS DESCRIBE KADIO TRANSMISSION VIA PIPZIS

What may prove a revolutionary method of radio trans-
mission among the ultra-high frequencies was described April 30
before a Joint meeting of the American Physical Soclety and the
Institute of Radio Engineers in Washington.

The new form of electrical transmission 1s by way of
a hollow metal pipe and rescmbles the old fashioned speaking tube
now largely discarded., The system was developed simultaneously
in indevendent research at the Bell Telephone Laboratories and
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Papers describ-
ing the work were read by Dr. Georsge C. Southworth, of Bell
Laboratories, and Dr. Wilmer L. Barrow, of M.I.,T.

The new electro-magnetic "pipe line", it was stated,
"opens new prospects for the transmission of television, tele-
phone and telegraph signals at high effieiency." The commercial
application of the system, however, must await the development
of apparatus for the generation, amplification and utilization
of the extremely short radio waves, a vast and relatively un-
explored fleld of communication.

While redio broadcasting statlons use waves hundreds
of meters 1n length in the highly congested region of transmis-
sion channels, the hollow tube method operates on waves only a
few hundredths of a meter long. 1In this method, as described,
the radlo waves travel within and on the infinitesimally thin
"skin" of the inside wall of the hollow metal tube, without in-
terference from external signsls or static.

Another feature of the system, Dr. Barrow's report
states, is that the end of the conducting tube may be flared to
form an electromagnetic horn to send directive radio waves into
the atmosphere in much the same manner as an acoustic horn pro-
duces a beam of sound. The hollow tube may also be used as a
filler to cut out low-frequency signals and pass high-frequency
waves,

"Transmission of television signals from point to point,
or between cities", the M.I.T. report stated, "offers a most
promising field for this electromagnetic pipe line, provided
apparatus capable of utilizing the very short waves can be devel-
oped for general commercial use. The unusual characteristics of
the method are well adapted for transmitting the wilde-frequency
range demanded by television.

) "The tube system of transmission also opens up stimulat-
ing prospects in other fields, including the possibilities of its
use in direct broadcast, or as a connecting link between the send-
ing apparatus and antenna, or perhans as the antenna itself in

the form of an electromagnetic horn.
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"Tndications are that the hollow tube is better suited
to the transmission of one-centimeter waves than wires or cable."

The Bell Laboratories report describes the new system
as "wave-guide transmission."

The "wave-guide", the report states, may take any one
of several different forms. It may be a hollow conner pipe,
wvhich for the higher frequencies now svailable would be sbout
three or four inches in diameter; or possibly a somewhat smsller
conducting tube, filled with some insulating material, combining
high dielectric constant and low loss; or it msey conceivably be
a rod or wire of dielectric material.

The new waves, Dr. Southworth stated, were neither
radio waves nor electricity, but were something in between the
two, Unlike electricity which travels on electricelly conduct-
ing wires, these wsves are guided on insulating material, such
as rubber, which does not conduct electric current in the ordi-
nary sense. Unlike radio waves, which travel in space 1in all
adirections, these "pipeline" waves travel along in a line.

"While the waves travel through the pipe in the manner
of sound waves through a speaking tube, they travel with speeds
approaching thet of 1light, 186,000 miles per second, instead of
with the speed of sound.

"The phenomena involved in this form of transmission",
the Bell report states, "are exceedingly interesting and at first
sight paradoxical for, 1n some cases, transmission 1s effected
through a single wire of insulating material surrounded by metal,
in place of a palr of metal wires surrounded by insulation."

A distinguishing feature, the Bell report eadas, 1is
that for wave-gulde transmission of moderate size the frequency
must be exceedingly high - two thousend million cycles per
second or higher. At those frequencies the wave length is only
about one-third of an inch, as contrasted with 2 wave length of
656 feet (200 meters) at the highest broadcast frequency.

X XXX XXXX

_/

WARNZR BROS. !MAKE BID FOR MUTUAL

Warner Bros. has made a definite bid to buy into the
Mutual Broadcasting System, according to Variety. "The produc-
ing company is prepared to put up $1,000,000 for en expansion
program which would have another 81,000,000 contributed by the
present or added holders of Mutual stock", the orgen ssid. "For
its investment Warner will take a 40% interest in the network

end give the letter a purchase option on the WB music publishing
combine.
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"Under the network operating project which Warners con-
template, the members of Mutual would be charged a flat 30%
commission for the sale of thelr time. Specisl studios would
be built in New York to accommodate both sustaining and commer-
cial broadcests, although an appreciable portion of the sustain-
ing programs could, as now happens, originate from the various
stations in the group. Warner would slso make available from
1ts Hollywood studios epecially framed programs contesining names
from WB's film roster. Where Warner would look to for its
return on the $1,000,000 investment 1s the residue on the 30%
commission after all charges have been deducted."

/

XXXXXXXX

LANHAM SEES COPYRIGHT BILL BEFORE ADJOURNMENT

Representative Lanham (Do.), of Texas, Cheirman of
a speclal sub-committee of the House Patents Committee charged
with drafting a new copyright control bill, predicted this week
that a compromlse measure will be reported to the House in time
for passage before adjournment of Congress,

Whether the bill will be accepted by the House and
whether it wlll be approved by the Senate, which last session
adopted the ceontroversial Duffy Bill, are questions which Mr,
Lanham did not answer;

The sub-committee, he said, hss not yet reached any
deflnite conclusions on any of the three bills pending before
it - the Duffy, Sirovich, and Daly measures - nor hes it decided
any matters of policy.

He declined to confirm a report that the sub-committee
has agreed to scrap all punitive damage proposals submitted at
the Committee hearings and to substitute a provision permitting
courts to levy punitive damages up to £500 agsinst copyright
violators. Such a change would constitute a partial victory
for the broadcasters.

/
= _ XXXXXXXXX
LOHR TELLS AD MEN TELEVISION SHOULD BE WELCOMED

The development of television and facsimile should be
welcomed rather than feared by the American Association of
Advertising Agencies, Lenox H. Lohr, President of the National
Broadcasting Company, told its members at the closing session
in White Sulphur Springs April 30.

"Radio has always been a changing art", he said, "and
the future holds in store many revolutlonsry developments. Super-
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power, with its 1increased circulation, 1s undoubtedly before us
and the possibilities of short-wave transmission not far behind.
These will affect the present status of the art only by amplify-
ing its usefulness. Other developments of our perent company,
the Radio Corporeation of Amerlice, will come out of the laboratory
for field tests this Spring,

"Television and 'facsimile' are to be welcomed, rather
than feared, for they will make available to you further means
of reaching the American public with perhaps an even more con-
vincing sales message than is possible todey by sound alone. As
soon 2s 1t has demonstrated their usefulness, the National Broed-
casting Co. will have these faclilities sveilable for your use.

"We will not attempt to predict the time of theilr
expension to a point where they become economicelly a commerciel
possibllity, nor can I envisage the new problems which their
advance will create, but I feel safe in saying thst the present
method of broadcasting will continue unaffected for several yeers
to come and remein during thls next periocd a2n unriveled meens of
conveying a repld end convincing sales message to untold mil-
lions of people.™ —_ -

XXXXXXXX
RMA ANNOUNCES PROGRAM FOR ITS CHICAGO COWVENTION

The Redio Menufacturers' Associetion thils week announc-
ed through 1ts Executlive Vice-President, Bond Geddes, the program
for the Annual RMA Convention in Chicago, June 17-19, at the
Stevens Hotel.

Seles promotion, nationfl 2nd in export trade, together
with plans for improved radio merchandising will be emphssized.
The program is being arranged by Presldent Leslie F. Muter, and
the Convention Committee, of which A. S. Wells, of Chicago, 1s
Chairman,

Another "RMA Cebaret" dinner fo Association and member-
ship guests will be held June 18, The RMA meetings will open
with a2 preliminery golf tournament on Wednesdey, June 17, under
the auspices of the Rsdio Industries Golf Club of Chiceago a2t the
Calumet Country Club.

At the RMA Convention and !lembership mecetings on June
18 and 19, there will be RMA Committee mectings and four RMA
Dlvision sessions. Tlectlon of e President, Directors #nd other
officers will be held June 19. e
X XXXXXXXXX
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FCC ASKS $400,000 MORE FOR PHONE PROBE

The Federal Communicetions Commission disclosed this
week that 1t had requested an additional $400,000 from Congress
to continue the many-sided investigetion of the $5,000,000,000
Americen Telephone and Telegraph Compeny.

The Commission received #750,000 last year for the
investigetion, of which about 8500,000 has been spment. Unless
adaltonal funds are granted, the inquiry will end July 1.
Should the new appronriation be voted, i1t would continue until
Februsry, 1937,

Commlission officisls said that by the latter date a
broed picture of the A. T. & T. operations could be developed
and a foundation 1a21d for providing regulatory bodies with any
information they might need in rate ceses.

At a herring April 29 the Commission received a report
from 1ts investigeting staff, which described the A. T. & T.
pension plan as being "favorable" to executlves of the Bell
System. J. A. Krug, a Commission accountant, introduced the
report,

XXXXXXXXX

INDUSTRY NOTES

An interesting booklet reviewing the history of WLW,
Cincinnati, and tracing 1ts develooment from a 50-watt station
to the natlon's most powerful outlet with 500,000 wstts. The
original WLW went on the sir in March, 1922,

- = - o -

Unfeir methods of competition in the sale of furs and
fur garments are alleged in e Federal Trede Commission comnlaint
issued against Bernard Licht, trading es Licht's Fur w%actory,
102 West 29th St., New York City. Licht is alleged to revoresent
in radio broadcasts and advertising metter thet he is the owvner
of a factory and the manufacturer of the fur garments he sells,
etc., such assertions not being true.

/{ ——————————————

David Sarnoff, President of the Radio Cormoration of
America, states that the Board of Directors of the Cormoretion
has fixed May 22 as the date to end including which the remain-
ing unexchanged "B" Preferred stock of the Cornoration may be
éxchanged under the Corporation's Plen of Recapitalization.

XXXXXXXXXX
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74 PER CENT OF U. S. FAMILIZS OWN RADIO SZTS

Seventy-four per cent of American families own radio
gets, as of January 1, 1936, and they are installed in 22,889,000
homes, according to figures Just released by the Joint Committee
on Radlo Research, organized by the Association of National
Advertisers, the National Association of Broadcasters, and the
American Assoclation of Advertising Asgencles.

While the saturetion point is near, the redio manu-
facturing industry 1s finding business booming in sales of sets
for replacements, two or more sets in a home, and of receivers
for automecblles.

The latest tabulatlon shows a g2in of 6.6 per cent over
the number of sets in operation a year earlier. The Committee
estimated that approximately 4,400,000 receivers were sold 1in
the United States in 1935, exclusive of sales of auto sets,
which totalled about 1,100,000. Of the domestic sales last year,
3l.1 per cent were to families who dld not own sets. This
meant that the radio population gained about 1,413,000 families
in 1935,

The Committee report gave meagre bare statistical
facts and dild not, as antlcipated, breakdown the dlstributlion cf
radios by States and major cities. ©Plans were outlined, how-
ever, to set up a permanent Radio Research Bureau for the purpose
of tabulating radio population, listening habits, and the like,
periodically. . .

In arriving at its conclusions, the joint Commlttee
made extensive use of the nation-wide study of radio ownership
conaucted for the Columbia Broadcssting System by Dr. Daniel
Starch 1last year. CBS has now brought the Starch dats up to
date and is publishing a detalled account of the American radio
audience, 1its age and sex, its listening habits, distribution,
and income, according to Victor M. Ratner, Director of Sales
Promotion.

A "preview" table of contents includes the following
subject heads:

Radio ownershlip by States and by sections of the
Country, a count by counties, and Cansdien radio ownership.

Distributlion of radio homes by lncome levels, clty-size,
and time zones,
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Interlocking markets: automobile-home owning radios,
radlo-home owning automoblles, telephone-home owning radios,
ownership of automobile-radios.

Number of radios in working order and a breakdown of
radios in use in different periods of the day; hours of daily
listening by various classes; age and sex of radio audilence,

Increase in hours of daily listening; homes owning
two or more radios, radlo set sales, replacements, and repairs
in 1935; radio set sales by States last year.

XXX XXXXX
FCC AFTER BAKEZER AGAIN IN BORDZR STATION DRIVE

Norman Beaker, long s stormy figure in Americen broad-
casting, has again run afoul of United States broadcasting regu-
lations, and the Federsl Communicetions Commission hss renewed
an old campaign agailnst Mexican border stations,

After sending Maj. A. V. Delrymple, FCC attorney and
trouble-shooter, to the border, the Commission obtsined indict-
ments against Baker, a deposed Muscatine, Ia., broadcester, who
now operates XENT, at Neuvo Laredo, Mexico, across the border
from Laredo, Texas, and two of his assoclates.

While the ¥CC has no control over the troublesome
Mexican stations, its campaign 1s directed against their use of
studios on the American side of the border and United States
addresses. Baker 1s alleged to have maintained a studio at
Laredo, Texas.

The indictments against Baker and a Dr. E. R. Rood
and a Dr. Richardson are returnable at the Fall session of the
Federal District Court at Laredo.

The Mexican border stations, besides causing consider-
able interference for American stations by "squatting" on United
States assigned wavelengths, blanket sections of the Southwest
and South with programs of a highly questionable character.
Lotteries, fortune-telling, and quack medical cures are advertised
extensively over the stations,

XXXXXXXXX
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CARNEGIE SCIENTISTS REPORT ON STATIC STUDIES

Investigations into the causes of radio static which
the Carnegle Institution is conducting on the other side of the
earth were described last week to the International Scilentific
Radio Union by Dr. H. F. Johnston, of the Institution's Department
of Terrestrial Magnetism. The gathering was held 1n Washington.

S. L. Seaton 1s in charge of the research, which 1is
under way near Watheroo, western Australia. He uses a type of
loop-antenna which rotates continually and so detects both the
direction and frequency of static discharges, sclentifically
known as atmospherics.

Most static disturbances, otherwise known as "atmos-
pherics" originate in thunderstorm regions, Dr. Jochnston stated.
The observations indicate, he added, that most of the "atmospher-
ics" originate from land areas, an explanation which conforms with
the known fact that thunderstorms are more frequent over land
than over the ocean,

Owing to the high sensitivity of the receiving system,
the report stated, atmospheric disturbances originating as far
awgy as Central America are detected in Australia.

Apart from the interest in "atmospherics" owing to
thelr effect on ordinary radio reception, it was pointed out,
scientists are concerned about them as possible guldes in assist-
ing meteorological forecests.

Dr. Seaton uses a type of loop-antenna which rotates
continually and so detects both the direction and the frequency
of the static discharge. A specilal device incorporated in the
system refines the direction determinations so thet they are
"entirely unambiguous. "

Other investigations, conducted at the Carnegle Insti-
tulon's magnetic observatory near Huancayo, Peru, have confirmed
the theory that radlo waves reflected from the upner reglons of
the atmosphere, or ilonosphere, are polarized in the same way as
light waves which have passed through certain kinds of crystals,
such as Iceland Spar. This was reported before the Radio Union
by Drs. L. V. Berkner and H. W. Wells, of the Institution,

Light waves are polarized when the rays travel in the
direction of one plane only, instead of in all directions,

The polarization of the ilonosphere reflected radio waves,
Drs. Berkner and Wells revorted, gives rise to two distinct
reflected waves, the interaction of which causes a part of the
fading experienced in broadcast reception., The polarization 1is
caused, they added, by the effect of the earth's magnetism on the
electrified particles, or ions, which produce the reflection of
waves from the upver atmosphere.
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Ordinarily, it was stated, 1t is very difficult to
receive the polarlzed waves separately. At the Huancayo Observa-
tory, where the earth's magnetlic force is nearly horizontal, the
new theory predlicts that, with a slingle wave transmitted upward,
there would be two downcomlng, plane-polarized, respectively, in
an Zast-West and in a North-South direction.,

Accordingly, an antenna aligned in elther of these dir-
ections should receive only that one of the polarized components
corresponding to the direction of the radio wave, That is, if
the antenna 1s aligned in a North-South dlrection, it should rec-
eive only those radio waves that are polarized in a North-South
plane. The opposlte should hold true if the antenna 1s aligned
"in an East-West dilrection.

XXXXXXXXXX
RADIO ONLY U. S. LINK TO ADDIS ABABA

Well laid plans of the Navy and State Departments to
maintain constant radio communication between Washington and
Addis Ababa, Ethilopia, proved their worth thls week as rioting
broke out in the East African capital, snd four American naval
redio men were able to keep the administration abreast of develop-
ments,

The high-frequency short-wave set 1s the sole means of
communication between the American Capital and Addis Ababa. A
constant watch is being kept so that the latest flashes may be
trensmitted to Washington from the little radio statlon at the
American Legation in the war zone.

. The giant radio towers at Arlington, Va., and Annepolis,
Md., were brought into play and the message transmitted directly
into the Navy Department, into the office of Naval Communications,

The State Department months ago took steps to keep the
channels of communication open. Four naval radio men were quietly
dispatched on September 21st for Zthiopla, Even while at ses,
they were trying out thelr radio apnaratus to see whether they
could reach Washington. When they set up their equipment at Addis
Ababa, they were amazed to find thet they could talk directly
with theilr own Nstional Cavitel at once.

XXXXXXXXXX
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-~ A RADIO EDITOR LOOKS AT TELEVISION

"To see the television parade forming in two of the
country's leading radio laboratories, specializing in that branch
of research, is to catch a glimpse of the future", Orrin E.

Dunlep, Jr., Radio Editor of the New York Times, writes. "Sitting
there in the semli-darkened room 1n front of a rsdio set, the
spectator may well imagine he is in hls own living room several
years hence watching a home-movlie performance flashing through

the air. There 1s no doubt after witnessing one of the labora-
tory shows, that television is destined for the nome and the day
will eventually arrive when images will leap the Atlantic.

"The first question every one seems to ask 1s, when
will television be in the home? Today, some of those behind the
development work estimate eighteen months, providing no snags
are encountered in the outdoor tests in the meantime. Others
are more skeptical. 1If the optimists are correct, retallers may
be shown home-television instruments a year from now, and if so,
the receivers may be on the Autumn market in 1937, The merch-
andisers are hoping for a television Christmas next year, but no
definite plans can be formulated untll the experiments in the
field are ready to relinquish the development as a commercial
product,

"The television machine 1s much more of a fpower house'
then a standard broadcast receiver, aslthough the cabinets bear
such close resemblance that there is no doubt they are members of
the seme sclentific clan. It is the inside mechanism that is
different and more complex in television,

"There are fourteen control knobs, but, of course,
after the image 1s once tuned-in, some of the knobs do not require
attentlon, On the front panel there are fourteen white knobs,
so they can be conveniently manipulated in a derkened room, On
top of the set there are seven other gadgets for focusing, and
sizing up the picture. Fortunately, there is only one control
for actual tuning., The sound-sight travels on the same ultra-
short wave, generally about six meters in length, and once the
sound 1s properly tuned, the plcture 2lso bobs into sight. Then
to clarify it the verious knobs come into play.

"Television, with its thirty-three-tube circuit, is no
machine that can be easily built at home. The image-receiver is
being groomed as a factory product, and while no price has been
tegged on the machine, 1t seems as if 2t first it will be some-
where from $300 to 8800 for the home. Mass production later on,
of course, will lower the price."

XXXXXXXXXX
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CANADIAN PRESS EXPANDS RADIO NEWS SZRVICE

Plans to augment the present Canadian Press radio news
bulletin service with broadcasts throughout the day were approved
at the ennual meeting of the Canadian Press last week in Toronto.

The meeting approved the memorandum presented by its
President, W. B. Preston of the Brantford Expositor, and a dele-
gatlon of Directors on April 7th last, to the Parliamentary Com-
mittee investigating radio under the chairmanship of A. L. Beau-
bien. The memorandum proposes to supplement with three day-time
bulletins the 10-minute summary of the day's news now broadcast
each evening over the network of the Canadian Radlo Broadcasting
Commission,

The supplementary bulletins will be prepared at the
head office of the Canadian Press in Toronto free of charge and
delivered through the cooperation of the telegraph companies,

XXXXXXXX
EARLY HOUSE PASSAGE OF DAVIS ZONE LAW REPEAL SEEN

Before Congress adjourns the House 1is expected to
pass the Wheeler Bill to repeal the Davis Equalization Amend-
ment to the Radio Act, limiting allocations of broadcasting
facilities to a 5-Zone basis in accordance with the distribution
of population,

Chalrman Rayburn, of the House Interstate and Foreicn
Commerce, said he is aware of no opprosition to the measure that
the Senate passed recently under unanimous consent. He said it
will be reported at an early date and be called up under unani-
mous consent in the House,

The Commlttee also has before it a bill recently intro-
duced by Representative Monaghan (De.), of Montana, seeking to
amend the Communications Act of 1934 in two particulars. The
first strikes out a phrase in Section 207 barring a plaintiff
agalnst a communications company from pursuing two remedies,
while the second eliminated the second sentence of Section 215
by striking out: "No obligation is hereby imposed upon any
licensee to allow the use of its station by any such candidate."

XXXXXXXXXX
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BEN PRATT RETURNS TO REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE

Ben Pratt, former night press-room manager of the
National Broadcasting Company in New York, who recently lost ou
in the shake-up in connection with Major Lenox Lohr's taking over
the organization, 1s now engaged in research work for the
Republican National Committee. During the past two national
campalgns, Mr. Pratt was in charge of radio in the Chicago head-
quarters of the Republican Committee,

////::::::::;, XXXXXXXXX

FCC PONDERS SZLEZCTION OF NEW SECRETARY

Despite the fact that Herbert L. Pettey quit his Job
as Secretary of the Federal Communications Commission several
weeks ago, his successor has not yet been chosen., John B,
Reynolds, Assistant Secretary, 1s Acting Secretary.

While there are four outstanding candicdates for the
Job, attaches at the FCC heve the imvression that T. Willard
Jenson, secretary to the Business Advisory Council of the Com-
merce Department and a former assistant to James A. Farley, has
;hi inside track. He was introduced to FCC employees by Mr.
ettey.

The other candidates are: Joseph Wright, clerk of

the Senate Interstate Commerce Committee; Thomas A. Brooks, Jr.,
Radlo. Editor of the New York Zvening Journal; and Arthur O.

Dahlberg, of Escanaba, Mich., an engineer with the Department
of Commerce. //::::::::;'_“

XXXXXXXX

HOME TOWN CELEBRATES KATE SHMITH'S BIRTHDAY

Kate Smith, the Washington (D.C.) girl who has made
good on the air, was guest of honor May 4th at a birthday party
glven in her honor in Constitution Hall in the National Capital.
S0 affected was she by the tribute that she burst into tears.

It was her 27th birthday. :

Harry C. Butcher, Manager of Station WJSV, was master
of ceremonies. Gifts were presented to her by John Hartford,
President of the Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co., which sponors her
program on CBS,

XXXXXXXX
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SANDBERG CALLS ZENITH SHOW ROOM A POEM

Carl Sandberg, the nationally known poet, was so
impressed by the new show room of the Zenith Radio Corporation
on Michigan Boulevard at Huron Strect in Chicago that he called
it "an architectural poem."

Walking down the street with Burt Massee, fcrmerly
Vice-President of the Palmolive Co., Mr. Sandberg remarked:

"Massee, tell your friend McDonald (E. F. McPonald, Jr.,
President of Zenith) that I saild his new bullding was Jjust a
pcem, and I can see that he told the architect to use his own
Judgment and let him run wild without restraint, and the result
is beautiful."

The show room is "purely a sales laboratory", accord-
ing to Commander McDonasld. No direct sales are made, all
prospects being turned over to district dealers,

XXXXXX XXX
RADIO CURBS BIGOTRY, SAYS CATHOLIC RECTOR

Prejudice and bigotry in America have been curbed
w1th radlo ald, the Right Rev. Joseph M. Corrigan, Catholic
University rector, of Washington, D. C., this week told the
Catholic Internatlonal Broadcasting Congrsss in Prague, Czecho-
slovakia, by short-wave radio.

"In America", he said, "the radio has brought many
unbelievers not often perhaps to an open profession of relig-
ious faith, but to a knowledge that has helped immesurably in
doing away with intolerance and misunderstanding."

He congratulated the Congress for spreading "truth
and 1ight" so that "all men may know and love God and, for His
sake, be united ever more closely in the bond of Christian
charity "

XXXXXXXXX

Adverse repvorts on two applications from Richmond, Va.
were filed with theFederal Communications Commission this week
by Examiner John P, Bramhall, Station WMBG sought to change from
1210 to 1350 kc. and increase power to 500 watts, while the
Century Broadcasting Co, asked for a permit to build a new sta-
tion for operation on 1370 kc, with 100 watts, daytime hours,

X XXX XXXXXX
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NBC SEEKS TO END WBZ-WBZA SYNCHRONIZATION

An end will be brought to the first synchronized opera-
tion of broadcasting stations in Americe under an application
filed May 2nd by the Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing
Company before the Federal Communications Commission,

The application seeks a new frequency for Station
WBZA, Springfield, Mass., so that it may operate independently
of Station WBZ, Boston, with which it has heretofore been
synchronized, Both WBZ and WBZA have been and will continue to
be outlets of the Blue network of the National Broadcasting

Company,

Under the terms of the application, WBAZ's frequency
would be changed to 550 killocycles and its trensmlitter moved
from the Tast Springfield works of the Compbany to a new location
across the Connecticut River from Springfield, WBZ would con-
tinue on 990 kilocycles.,

A new high fidelity transmitter and the erection of
an up-to-date antenna system located so as to give maximum
slgnal to the greatest number of people 1s proposed under the
application,

The discontinuance of the synchronlzed operation of
the two stations? WBZ and WBZA, will more adeguately serve local
interest in both Boston and Springfield. The stations were
first synchronized in January, 1926,

X XXX XXXX
RCA ISSUZS FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR FIRST QUARTER

A net profit of $1,286,691.27 for the quarter ended
March 31, 1936, was made by the Radlo Corporation of America,
according to a financisl statement issued by David Sarnoff,
President, on May 2nd. This compares with a net profit for
the corresponding period in 1935 of $1,618,024. 74.

Other comparative figures are:

1936 1935
Gross income 822,260, 311. 30 820,920, 341. 48
Net income 2,393,667,88 2,910,674,58
Dividends on A Preferred 431,148.03 4,950,740, 66
Surplus at March 31st 13,256,642, 70 10,185,638, 38

XXXXXXXXXX
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INDUSTRY NOTES

A tabulation of references on radlo subjects has been
compiled by Lawrence D. Batson, of the Electrical Division, Bureau
of Forelgn and Domestic Commerce, and is avalilable at the Depart-
ment of Commerce.

Talse representations in the sale of specially built
shoes designed for ill-formed feet are alleged in a Federal Tresde
Commission complaint against Dr. H. B. Norton Shoe Co., Inc.,
trading as The Foot Health Institute, 1619 Chestnut Street,
Philadelphia. The complaint, charging violation of Section 5
of the Federal Trade Commlission Act, also names as respondents
Dr. H. B. Norton and BenJamin Weinstein, officers and cwners of
the controlling stock in the corporation. The respondents are
sald to use the radio for the major portion of their advertising,

—— et e e > = = = ey = = mem = e —— ——

Lester Gottlieb has been appointed publiclty coordina-
tor of the Mutual network. Mr. Gottlleb was formerly with WOR
Press Department and News-Week magazine.

William P. Maloney has Joined the WOR Press Department
handling commercial programs. Maloney was formerly associlated
with Robert S. Taplinger, Inc., Publicity and Radio Relatlons
counsel.

o 0 s e Gt D p p P S s p o e T o

Radio market reports were issued last week by the Buresu
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce for the following countries:
Australia, Iraq, Finland, Madeira, Poland, Italy (2-way phone),
Brazil and Hungary.,

> Sy ey St B e p Tty S

Crosley Radio Corporation reported a net profit of
$687,877 after all charges, equal to $1.26 a share, for the first
three months of this year. This compares with a net profit of
§315,268 for the corresponding period in 1935.

—— T e 0 > P - T s W o —

John-Manville Corp, in its annual registration state-
ment, made public last week by the New York Stock Exchange,
reported a payment of $26,000 to Floyd Gibbons, radio entertainer,
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A Committee of Britons 1is in this country studying
American police radio systems. The members are now en route to
California. The men are Col. Frank Brook, Inspector of Con-
stabulary for England and Wales; Chief Constable John Maxwell,
and R. N. Howe, Deputy Asslistant Commissloner of the London
Metropolitan Police.

Use of false and misleading radio and other advertis-
ing on the part of Remsen Corporation, 70 Pine St., New York
Clty, in the sale of "Aspirin Plus", is the basis of a Federal
Trade Commission complaint charging that corporation with unfair
methods of competition in violation of Section 5 of the Federal
Trade Commission Act.

A bolt of lightning struck the 125-foot radio tower
of Station WRC, Washington, during a severe electrical storm
Sunday, May 3rd, As a result the station was off the air 20
minutes, Statlion WOL, Washington, was off the air six minutes
as the result of another bolt of lightning.

.y e . o = = = e -

- - The largest audience mail response for any single

month in its history - more than 1,000,000 letters - was shown

in figures released last week by the Natlional Broadcasting
Company. The exact figure for the month of March, as tabulated
by statisticians in a count from all NBC stations and offices,
was a total of 1,015,372 letters, an all-time high. Showing

the increase in sudience reaction, this figure compares with
315,118 for the corresponding month in 1935, an astounding
increase of 222 per cent, .
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The problem of caring for young men who became stranded
in New York after seeking places on radlo amateur hours that
might lead to employment, has diminished appreciably, Commls-
sloner Alexander Damon of the Salvation Army has reported to

ghalmers Wood, Chairman of the Citizens Anpeal for the Salvation
rmy.

X XXX XXXXXX
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4 FCC APPROVES HEARST PURCHASE; SETS POWER HEARINGS

The Federal Communications Commission this week
rather unexpectedly approved two of the Hearst Radio, Inc.,
purchases of broadcasting stations from the Southwest Broadcast-
ing Company and set two others for hearing. At the same time
it prepared to open the super-power inquiry by designating the
applications of WJZ, NBC key station in New York, and WHO, Des
Moines, for hearing.

Stations WHO and WJZ have applied for permission to
increase thelr power from 50 to 500 KW. and thus to rank with
Cincinnatl's super-power outlet, WLW. As other applications
for 500 KW are pending and more stations are preparing to file
similar requests, the decision of the FCC on .the WHO and WJZ
cases will determine its future policy on super-power,

William Randolph Hearst becomes a more formidable
figure in radio by acquiring KNOW, Austin, and KTSA, San Antonio.
While 1t was expected that the FCC would set all of his applica-
tions to purchase for hearing, these two were approved abruptly
and the requests for transfer of KOMA, Oklahoma City, and
WACO, Waco, Tex., were set for hearing. It 1s significant
that Eliot Roosevelt, son of the President, 1s personally in
charge of these stations.

Young Roosevelt will manage the two Hearst stations
in Texas as Vice-President of Hearst Radlo, Inc., and President
of the KTSA Broadcasting Co., which nominally controls KTSA.

Judge E, 0. Sykes, Chairman of the Broadcast Division,
sald there was nothing unusual in this procedure and that the
FCC merely wished to go more thoroughly into the transfers of
the two latter stations,

While the sale of KTAT, Fort Worth, is listed in the
name of Raymond E. Buck, a young Forth Worth attorney, the case
was set for hearing along with the Hearst applications. Judge
Sykes sald he has no information as to whether the publisher
will control KTAT indirectly.

FCC approval of the KNOW and KTSA deals brings the
Hearst-owned stations to eight. If the purchase of KOMA and
WACO is approved, the number will be ten. Hearst 1s also try-
ing to force the helrs of M., A. Leese to sell him WMAL, Washing-
ton, and is dickering for other outlets in the East,

Only recently the FCC permitted his Los Angeles
station, KEHE, to go to full time by absorbing KELW,
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Reports in the broadcasting industry are that the
publisher eventually hopes to builld up a network of stations
strategically located over the country. There also haove been
rumors of a tle-up with Warner Brothers, though this 1s largely
speculation. Warner Brothers has made an offer for the Mutual
Broadcasting System.

The other Hearst-owned stations are WCAE, Pittsburgh;
WBAL, Baltimore; WINS, New York; KYA, San Francisco, and WISN,
Milwaukee.

In the super-power applications the Commission has
an even more troublesome problem than the Hearst applications,
despite the political implications of the latter.

Besides WJZ, the FCC has received applications for
permits to operate on 500 KW from WGN, Chicago; WHAS, Louisville;
KNX, Hollywood, Stations WGN and WHAS are owned by powerful
newspapers (Chicago Tribune and Loulsville Courier-Journal),
while the Columbia Broadcasting System has purchased, subject
to FCC approval and renewal of the station's license.

Should the Commission declde to approve a limited
number of permits for super-power stations over the country,
regional and local stations will unquestionably descend upon
it with requests for corresponding jumps in power,

A few years ago, when WLW was permitted to instal
the first 500 KW transmitter, the old Federal Radio Commlssion
was apprehensive lest the super-power outlet disturb neighboring
and less-powerful stations., Now that WLW appears to have con-
vinced radio engineers, however, that it is not a disturbing
factor in the ether, the Commission 1s apparently more receptive
to the arguments of the high power promoters.

Furopean countries have long ago gone into super-
power broadcasting but they have not as many stations operating
as has the United States.

XXXXXXXXXX
NAB RETAINS DR. AIKEN FOR ENGINEERING HEARING

James W. Baldwin, Managing Director of the National
Assoclation of Broadcasters, this week announced that he has
retained Dr. Charles B. Alken, outstanding engineer, to
represent the NAB at the broad engineering hearing to be held
by the Federal Communications Commission beginning June 15th,
He has been granted a leave of absence from Purdue University,
where he 1s Assistant Professor of Electrical Engineering,
to accept the NAB job,

XXXXXXXXX
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NBC HEADS CAUTION AGAINST FREE SPEECH ABUSE

A warning agalnst the abuse of the privilege of free-
dom of speech in this country was sounded May 7th in a Joint
statement issued to the Natlonal Broadcasting Company Advisory
Council by David Sarnoff, Chairman of the Board; M. H. Ayles-
worth, Vice-Chairman; and Lenox R. Lohr, President. The
statement was made at the Tenth Annual Meeting of the Council
in Radio City, New York,

"During the year the question of freedom of the air
or the use of broadcast facilities for the free expression of
speech has again become a matter of great concern", the report
said. "Those who demand unlimited freedom must not forget
that theilr very demands for such a privilege may result in an
abuse of license which msy bring undesirable restriction.
Among all the countries of the worla freedom of speech is less
restricted in the United States than elsewhere. 3By its wise
use and not its abuse it will remein so."

The report, in outlining the advancement of broadcest-
ing in the last year, particularly in various fields of public
service, declared radio to be "a growing force for international
peace", adding that "it can be made the most effective weapon
against war,"

Referring to political broadcasts before and after
conventions, the report sald:

"Until the national conventions of the various
parties take place, it is necessary for us to meke that separa-
tion clear and distinct. With the fecilities at our command, we
endeavor before such conventions to present as fairly as 1is
humanly possible both sides of public issues discussed in and
out of Congress or of State Legislatures or even city assemblles.

"After the nominsting conventions, we adhere to the
same rule, with this exception, that we sllocate and sell time to
political organizations or candicates who wish to use it for
reaching the people.

"This policy, in contrast to other countries where
golitical discussion 1s limited either to relatively few hours
divided according to party strength or simply to one party, es
1s the case in totalitarian Ststes, brings out again the prin-
ciple of freedom under the Americen system, found nowhere else
in the world."

The report indiceted thet there had been 1little change
in dividing broadcasting hours between progrsms of an education-
al and cultural nature and those classified ss "light entertain-
ment." Programs falling under the latter classification occup-
led 50.5 per cent of the time on the sir, educetional programs
24.4 per cent, and "cultural and developmental" programs 25.1
per cent. Music comprised 63.3 per cent of the total broesd- _——-
casting time, the spoken word 36.7 per cent, "
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SYKES SOMEWHAT PERPLEXSD BY THOMAS' THREAT

Judge . O. Sykes, Chailrman of the Broadcest Division
of the Federal Communications Commisslon, was somewhst perplexed
this week as newspaper men asked him for comment on a dispatch
from Pittsburgh that John Charles Thomas, the baritone, has
exchanged indignant letters witnh the FCC.

The singer was quoted 2s threetening to quit redio
unless the Commission withdrew its ben on his "Good night,
mother", with which he ends his progremns.

His farewell is addressed to Mrs. Dore Thomas, of
Towson, Md., he said, but a note from the FCC pointed out that
1t violates the law against broadcasting personal or point-to-
point messages over the long wave stations,

Mr. Thomas stated that he had replied with an ulti-
matum either to withdraw from broadcasting or to continue his
"good night" to his mother.

Judge Sykes had his secretary go through the files in
search of the correspondence and then reported he has no record
of any such ban issued to the singer. He declined to comment
In the absence of "the facts".

XXXXXXXXXX
—

—
EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTING CONFZRENCE SCHEDULZD

The first Netionel Conference on Educational Broad-
casting will be held in Washington December 10-12 in cooperation
with the Office of Eaucation, Interior Department, end the
Federal Communications Commission,

A score of educetlonal organizations have been invited
to participate. Discussion will center about proposals for mak-
ing redio more effective in the field of education. C. S, Marsh,
of the American Council on Education, 744 Jsckson Plece, Weshing-
ton, D. C., 1s Ixecutive Secretary of the Conference.

XXXXXXXXXX //
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AUTOMATIC DIAL SELICTOR DESIGNID FOR RADIO SEITS

A new automatic disl stetion selector for rsdio
recelvers, similer in every respect to an ordlnsry telephone diel,
will shortly be available to radio manufacturers in the United
States, eccording to Fassnacht Internstionsl, Inc., Chanin Build-
ing, New York City, who control the distribution rights for this
new device.

It was lntroduced at the Leipzig Fair in s four tube
superhet for A, C. connectlon with fading compensation and vis-
ible tuning. The set contains a reception circuit and an
oscillator circult and four permanently regulated intermediate
freguency circults which are assembled together to form two band
filters. The set is equipped with a standard telephone dlal,

By diallng a number, any stetion on the nedium or long wave

banas may be selected. The use of two digit numbers, for example,
permits the tuning of a maximum of 99 different stations within
the medium wave lengths.

A much smaller number of two-digit designations will
suffice on the long-wave range, because 1t has a much smaller
nunmber of sending stations. A rotary button which effects a
Trequency alteration of approximately 4kHz, permits compensation
of deviations in wave lengths of the senaing stations to the
extent of a few kllohertz, as well as of other irrugularities,

The statlion selector consists of six specislly formed
condenser plates, which are silver-faced on both sides, whereby
the facing on one side is subdivided into 10 single main-faclngs
by insulating bridges, 1In each of the slx plates there 1s also
a switch star, composed of 11 thin springs with silver tips which
can make contact with the silver facings of the condenser plates,
when pressure is applied., The necessary pressure is caused by
a ball which the disl moves into position on one of the springs.

Three plates each belong to the recevtion and to the
heterodyne circuits. Therefore, each of the three plate sets
replace one variable condenser,

By dlaling the numbers, the partlal capacities are
swltched together. For purposes of illustration, it may be sup-
posed that the first numeral selects the necessary rough capacity
for the tuning of the respective sending station, while the
second number selects the fine capacity; the third plate contains
certaln compensation capacities, the importance of which can be
left out of consideration at the moment. 1In this way, two dif-
ferent capacities can be switched in the two oscillation circuits
by selecting with a two~digit numeral whereby the respective
station will be picked up. Special finishing and measuring
arrangements assure the exact, calculated values for all capaci-
tles of the station selector. This tuning system 1s said to
be easy to operate and also may be used for remote control,

XXX XXXXX
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A.P. FILES REPLY IN KVCS "NEWS PIRACY" APPEAL

The Associated Press this week asked the United States
Supreme Court to continue an injunction against Station KVOS,
Bellingham, Wash., in the "news piracy" case twice ruled upon by
lower courts. John W. Davis filed the answer.

Replying to a brief filed by KVOS asking a review of
the decision of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appneals granting an
injunction against the station, the Associated Press charged KVOS
with broadcasting without authority news items from the Belling-
ham Herald, Seattle Post-Intelligencer, and Seattle Daily Times,
all members of the cooperative news service.

KVOS and The Associated Press werve the same territory,
the brief comments, adding that the radio dissemination of the
news is "an appropriation of the product of the industry" of The
Associated Press and its members and that it is "unfair competi-
tion." The practice "works a direct and irreparable injury",
and, 1t is stated, The Assoclisted Press has frequently and vainly
asked KVOS to stop 1it.

The District Court dismissed the plea of The Assoclated
Press for an injunction, but the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
overruled this decision and ruled in favor of The Assoclated
Press, Four weeks ago KVOS, represented by former Senator Dill,
asked the Supreme Court to review the decision of the Circuit
Court, in granting a preliminary injunction,

The Supreme Court 1s expected to say, before the Summer
recess, whether it will consent to reopen the controversy.

XXXXXXXX
FCC SUSTAINED IN HEAD OF LAKES BROADCASTING CASE

The United States Court of Appeals in the District of
Columbia this week upheld the Federal Communications Commission
In its decision in the Head of Lakes Broadcasting Company case.

The litigation arose after the FCC approved an
Examiner's report recommending that Station KGFK, Moorehead, Minn.,
be allowed to move to Duluth, Minn., Protests were filed by the
city of Moorehead and by Station WEBC, Superior, Wis., both of
whom maintained they would be affected adversely by the move.

XXXXXXXXX
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: ORGANIZATION OF 1370 KC. CLUB PROPOSED BY WIBM

Forty—-eight local broadcasting stations, all assigned
to the 1370 ke, channel, are being invited to join a "1370 Club'
for their mutual benefit by Charles A. Hill, Manager of WIBM,
Jackson, Mich.

Writing to executives of each of the stations on the
same wave, Hill recently pointed out that a coordination of
efforts might obtain increased power and other benefits and
would enable them to resist the larger broadcasting stations
should they encroach on the locals,

His letter follows, in part:

"There are a stream of rumors floating around to the
effect that it is not at all improbable thst if and when the
local channel stations can prove to the Commission that they are
capable of operating with standards comparable with the regionals,
it would open the door to a horizontal increase to 500 watts day
and 250 watts night with the possibility of even going to 1,000
watts during the day. It is obvious, therefore, that with the
regionals and clear channels stations getting all the beautiful
breaks that they have been getting that we should expect and
demand some change for the better in the local station picture,
but we must pave the way ourselves by proving our fitness and
preparedness. It is further believed that the horizongal increase
will be pioneered on only one of the local chanhels."

/XXXXXXXXX

SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS SPONSOR AND NETWORK

Upholding the contentions of the National Broadcasting
Company and one of its largest advertisers, the Texas Company,
and the rulings of lower courts, the United States Supreme Court
this week held that the Uproar Company, of Boston, was not
entitled to damages against the two defendants.

The effect of the decision was to sustain the principle
that publication of radio scripts is limited by provisions of
contracts between sponsors and broadcast entertainers, In the
case at issue, NBC and the sponsor hacd refused to permit the
Uproar Company to publish scripts from Zd Wynn programs,

XXXXXXXXXX
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JAPAN GRANTS SUBSIDY FOR TELEVISION EXPERIMENTS

Alert to the experiments being conducted in the field
of television by public and private agencles in the United States
and Europe, Japan has instituted a visual broadcasting research
department of 1its own,

The Japanese Government, throuzh the government-con-
trolled Broadcesting Corporation of Japan, has granted a subsidy
of 300,000 yen for television development during the fiscal
year April 1, 1936, to March 31, 1937, according to U. S. Assist-
ant Trade Commissioner Carl H. Boehringer, of Tokyo.

The Hamamatsu Polytechnical College located in Shizuoka
Prefecture, was the first entity in Japan to take up television
research. The studlies, under the direction of Dr. K. Takayanagi,
were commenced in 1925 and in 1927 the school carried out the
first transmitting and receiving tests made in Japan, Image
transmission was accomplished by means of an extreme 1illumina-
tion system employing a Nipkow plate having 40 scanning lines,
while the Braun tube was used for receiving.

Television research work was later instituted by a
number of official and private agencles, including Waseda Univer-
sity, the Electro-Technical Laboratory of the Ministry of
Communications, the technical laboratory of the Japesn Broadcast-
ing Assoclation, and the Tokyo Zlectric Light Company, Ltd,

In 1933 the Japanese Soclety for the Study of Television
was organlzed by 15 students of television as a nucleus. The
society has for its object the exchange of technical knowledge,
the mutual agreement on matters concerning control, and the study
of technical problems among members as well as the deliberation
over domestic and foreign problems submitted to it. Further,
the soclety endeavors to propogate general knowledge concerning
television and its application, as well as to promote the develop-
ment of business and undertakings having relations with television,
Since its formation, the soclety has held occasional meetings
beslides holding lecture meetings and publishing annusl reports.

Opinions as to when television in Japan will pass from
the experimental to the practical stage vary, as might be expect-
ed. Dr. Takayanagl, whose work is outstanding, 1s of the opinion
that, from a technical standpoint, it will be possible to start
broadcasts before the end of 1936, He says that the major pro-
blem now 1s to get responsible firms interested in meking receiv-
1ng sets so that they will be within range of the public. Recelv-
ing sets of the type he has designed he feels should be manu-
factured to retall at 700 yen per set. Incidentally, Dr,
Takayanagi's system of transmitting produces 245 lines, 60 frames
per second,

According to Dr. Takayanagl, his aim has been the
reduction of the number of lines in order to reduce the cost of
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transmitting and receiving. It 1s not known 1if his statement

is correct in the light of television by the end of 1936, the
officlal in charge of broadcasts at the Japen Broadcasting
Corporation (Mr. Masayasu Oyama, graduate of Pratt Institute,
Brooklyn) does not evidence the same optimism, It is believed
that much of the 300,000 yen which the Japan Broadcasting Corp.
will have avallable during the 1937-37 fiscal year will be spent
for the purchase or building of a powerful transmitter, use
being made of Dr. Takaysnagl's experiments and inventions as
well as of all other significant local and foreign developments.

XXXXXXXXXX
PAYNE PUTS RADIO ADDRESSES INTO NEW BOOK

George Henry Payne, edltor and writer and now the
most prolific of the Federal Communications Commissioners, has
incorporated his addresses on timely radio subjects in a book
under the title "The Fourth Estate and Radlo and Other Addresses"
(The Microphone Press, Boston, $1).

Most of the addresses were delivered to groups of
universlty students last Fall and Winter, and some of them are
highly critical of past Commission policies.

//,///’;/t;»“" XXXXXXXX
//

NBC LOSES IN $115,000 "AUNT JEMIMA" SUIT

The National Broadcasting Company, General Foods, Inc.,
and Log Cebin Products, Inc., lost a $115,000 verdict to Tess
Gardella - the "Aunt Jemima" of stage and radio - in the Federal
Court at Brooklyn May 7th,

Miss Gardella charged other entertailners had been
hired to broadcast her songs and use her name in programs car-
ried over the network. The Jury reached its decision after
listening to phonograph records of songs sung by Miss Gardella R—
and then by her imitators, T

XX XXXXXX
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ACTION AND APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY FCC

Applications Granted

May 5 - WOV, International Broadcasting Corp., New York,
N. Y., authority to install new sutomatic frequency control
equipment; W6XKG, Ben S. McGlashan, Los Angeles, Cal., CP to
make changes in equipment and increase power from 100 watts to
1 KW; W4XBZ, Radio Station WSOC, Inc., Portable-Mobile (Charlotte,
N.C.), license to cover CP (Broadcast pickup station) fregs.
31100, 34600, 37600 and 40600 kc. 7-watts; KNED, Carter Publica-
tions, Inc., Portable-Mobile (Fort Worth, Tex.), license to
cover CP (Temp. Brdcst. pickup), fregqs. 1606, 2020, 2102 and
2760 kc., 50 watts; KABB, Don Lee Brdcstg. System, Portable-
Mobile (San Francisco), license to cover CP for new brosdcast
pickup station, freqs., 1646, 2090, 2190 and 2830 kc., 100 watts;
W10XCT, Shepard Brdcstg. Serv. Inc., Portable-Mobile (Boston,
Mass.), license to cover CP authorizing changes in equipment
and increase power from 2 watts to 100 watts; WBXEO, Harold F.
Gross, etc., d4/b as Capital City Broadcasting Co., Portsble-
Mobile (Lansing, Mich.), license to cover CP for broadcast pick-
up station, freqs, 31100, 34600, 37600 and 40600 kc., 15 watts;
W3XER, Philco Radio & Television Corp., Philadelphia, Pa.,
license to cover CP for new special Exp. station to be used for
experimental transmission of the associated synchronized sound
of visual broadcast station, fregqs. 42000-56000 kc. and 60000--
86000 kc., 250 watts.

May 6, WAAB, Bay State Broadcasting Corp., Boston, Mess.,
granted petition asking Commission to accept and file its answer
as respondent in re application of Debs Memorial Radio Fund, Inc.
and to participatein hearing of the Brooklyn cases scheduled for
May 18, 1936; WVFW, Brooklyn, N. Y., Paramount Broadcasting
Corp,, overruled demurer to Notice of Appearance and Statement
of Facts to be proved by Brooklyn Broadcasting Corp. (WBBC) at
hearing of Brooklyn cases,

New, Edwin H. Armstrong, New York City, application
recelved for C.P. for a general experimental station on 41600,
86500, 111000 kilocycles, 40 kilnwatts; WOL, American Broadcast-
ing Company, Washington, D. C., application received for construc-
tion permit to erect a vertical antenna and move transmitter and
studio from 1111 H St., N.W., to 1627 K St., N.W., Washington.

X XXX XXXXXX
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RADIO TESTED FOR DIRZCTING TOWBOATS

The beginning of experimentsl tests, looking toward
the establishing of a new radio service by which the operations
of towboats may be directed from the offices of the owners, was
disclosed this week by the Radiomarine Corporstion of America,

The radio company has equipped the towbost "Alice M,
Moran", of the Moran Towing and Transportation Co. with a
special receiver for the reception of voice messages from &
transmitter located in the RCA marine equipment laborstory at
75 Varick Street. Preliminary tests have already demonstrated
that such a service would be entirely successful, the tug having
had uniformly good reception of signals at such widely separated
points as Perth Amboy, N. J., and Yonkers and Whitestone, N. Y.
Even the East River bridges do not interfere with continuous
communication as the towboat makes her appointed schedules in
New York waters.

The tests are being conducted on a wavelength of
about eleven meters. This is at the "long" end of the ultra-
short wave band. The recelver 1s adapted specially to this
service, and incorporates fixed tuning and automatic noise
suppression, which makes it virtually silent in operatiopuntil
1t picks up the carrier wave from the short transmitter. The
receiver 1s installed in the pilot house, and operated from a
six volt storage battery.

XXXXXXXXXX
REFRIGERATORS NOSE OUT RADIOS IN ELECTRICAL TRADE

Radio was displaced last year by the electric refrig-
erator as the leading electric appliance in aggregate value of
sales, a survey conducted by Dr. Warren M. Persons, economist,
for the Temperature Research Foundation of Kelvinator Corp.
showed this week.

Dr. Persons, a former professor at Hervard University,
studied the radio industry as part of a survey of electric
refrigeration and its relation to other electrically-operated
appliances. His findings were published by The Temperature
Research Foundation of Kelvinator Corporation in a brochure en-
titled "An Zconomist's Appraisal of Domestic Zlectric Refriger-
ation". Dr. Persons is a member of the Foundations's Advisory
Committee.

Together with electric refrizeretion, Dr. Persons d-
clared, radio during the past few years "set new high records".
Last year 1t accounted for 35 percent of the aggregete sales of
electrical appliances, the economist said. This, he declared,
was exceeded only by electric refrigeration, which accounted for
38 percent,

XXXXXXXXX
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May 12, 1936.
AUTOMATIC RADIO PHONE DEVISED FOR AID OF MOTORISTS

The day when a busy executlve, or housewife, for that
matter, can save time by making telephone calls while riding down-
town in automobiles is not far off.

While the two-telephone, operating on short-waves, 1s
already being used in police patrol cars in this country, it has
not yet been adapted for connectlion with telephone exchanges.

Such a phone, called an "Automatic Radlo-Telephone", has been
developed 1n Rome, Italy, however, and 1s proving 1its practicabil-
ity. A description of 1t has Jjust reached the Department of
Commerce from Trade Commissioner Malcolm P. Hooper, stationed in
Rome,

"The 'Automatic Radio-telephone'", he reports, "under-
takes to provide a portable communication plant of the size and
welght practical for simple 1nstallation 1n conveyances such as
automobiles, trailns and boats. It is even claimed that the system
may ultimately be adopted on a much reduced scele to a 'pocket-
edition' though this is beyond our ken.

"Dr. Domenico Mastinil, the inventor of this radio-tele-
phone, polnts out that his machine will at this stage of perfection,
within certain limits, serve 1n the same capacity as the usual
automatic telephone apparatus - but with the additional facllity
of overcoming the latter's limitatlons, which as he expresses it
'can only be moved within the confines of a few meters of cord or
always within the confines of the bullding by means of adaitional
plugs'. Dr. Mastini has demonstrated to others that his machine
can be carried by the user to his automobile and by substituting
wireless-waves for the connecting cords, produce a two-way com-
munication up to a present maximum distance of 100 kilometers,

"It 1s stated that Dr. Mastini has solved the problem
of maintaining a radioelectrical connection between a portable
automatic telephone and a fixed plant - making it possible ‘'to be
called' while traveling in an automobile or any other conveyance,
ang In turn 'to call' home or office at a distance up to 100 kilo-
meters,

"The system, as described by Dr. Mastini, consists of a
fixed station, as in the home, and a traveling statlion in the
automoblile, between which a 2-way conversation may be readily
established from either end.

_ "Before speaking with another subscriber, who may alsoc be
1n an automoblle, a certaln amount of maneuvering will be neces-
sary in order to obtain the required connection; and more
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precisely, the fixed apparatus at home must automatically per-
form what the subscriber would do if he were there. Hence the
necessity of a bilateral control by means of wireless waves:

the portable apparatus must be able to control the fixed one in
such a way, for example, as to be able to make it form the
required number; the fixed apparatus must be able to call the
portable one when another subscriber wishes to have the communi-
cation. The technical requirements to be attsined present two
speclally delicate points: In the first place, whoever is using
his telephone in the automobile must be able to do so as easily
as 1f he were at home, avoiding speclal and complicated contriv-
ances, which could not be acceptable to the public; in the
second place, the working of the fixed apnaratus with the tele-
phone exchange must not differ from an ordinary automatic tele-
phone, and therefore not require any alterations to be made to
the exchange, this being of vital importance to ensure the rapid
application and spreading of the portable wireless telephone,

"In these essentials, the problem has been resolved for
the first time by Dr. Mastini, while all previous foreign systems
demanded certaln modifications to be made, which were preclsely
those necessary to avold. The Mastinl combined wireless telephone
utilises perfectly normal radiotechnical meens 1n general use
transmitting and recelving station. To these is added a number
of relays, which make 1t possible for conversations to pass
automatically from the wireless to the ordinary telephone and
vice versa. The novelty of Mastini's system consists essentially
in the original and irreplaceable coupling of these relays with
their respective wireless contrivances.

"The cost of the future portable automatic telephone
apparatus can therefore be easily estimated: it will be that of
the ordinary bilateral radiotelephonic apparatus, to which must
be added a few dollars for the relays and some slight adjustments.
The wireless waves used are very short, so that within a given
scale, a good number of subscribers can find room. It will be
understood that the use of the automatic radiotelephone will not
be 1limited to subscribers only, as the apparatus can also be
applied to trams and motorbuses. This application has already
been foreseen immediately after the excellent results obtained
with experimental models at the recent Exhibition of Inventions.
Great advantages from this will accrue also to inland navigation
and to isolated localities very distant from populated centres,
where only one house or refuge may exist, and connection with
which by means of ordinary telephone lines to the nearest exchange
would mean heavy expenditure, while this can be avoided by the
use of directed wireless waves.

"To sum up, the Mastine combination of fixed and movable
telephone apparatus makes it possible to (1) carry on a normal
conversation with any person connected with the town or country
telephone exchange; (2) Receive any telephone call whatsoever when
in one's automobile; (3) Call another telephone subscriber at
will, following exactly the same instructions when moving as when
stationary (lifting the receiver and forming the number); (4) and
converse from one's automobile with house or office.
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"Finally, to describe the working of this system. A
subscriber calls the owner of the movable automatic apparatus
by dialing in the usual way. Soon, the fixed apparatus at the
house of the person called, by means.of a thermal relay, puts
into action the respective radio-transmitting station and sends
the call of the town line to the modulating current of the one
transmitting. If for any resson whatsoever, the call is dis-
connected, everything returns to normal.

"The radilo-stetion recelving the moving call, by means
of the modulated wave, sounds the calling signal; the user in
the automobile 1lifts the receiver, thus putting in function the
novable transmitter; his own wireless wave puts in action a
speclal relay of the stationary apparetus thus occupying the
line (in this way the town signal 1s blocked) and keeps in func-
tion the fixed transmitter, which otherwise would have stopped
with the ending of the call. Afterward, the conversation can
continue in the usual way.

"As soon as the user in the automobile replaces the
recelver, the movable transmitter becomes disconnected; there-
upon ceases the emission of the wireless wave and with it the
working of the fixed transmitter. Inversely, if the proprietor
of the portable automatic telephone, wishes to call any sub-
scriber on the town line, he must, as already explained, go
through the same process as in the case of an ordinary apparatus;
that 1s: to 1ift the receiver, form the number on the dial, after
which everything proceeds in the ordlnary way; he will hear the
slgnal of engaged or free, and in the latter case, directly the
person called lifts his own receiver, conversetion can be carried
on in the usual way.

mIt 1s understood that the system can also be applied
in the case of exchanges worked by hand and not automatic;
further, it is possible to unite in one combination only, the
speclal apparatus for radio telephoning and the ordinary wire-
less set; this would apply equally to the automobile, the house
ana the office,. '

"The Mastini automatic radio-telephone is a brilliant
éxample of the most recent progress in telephonic communication,
that is, the liberation from the drawbacks of a fixed installa-
tion, The portable automatic apparatus, whether in the automo--
bile or in the pocket, will play a large part in the life of the
up-to-date man, perhaps equasl in imvortence to the introduction
of the ordinary fixed telephone in the past."
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/
RAYBURN OFFERS COMMUNICATIONS ACT AMENDMENTS

Amendments to the Communications Act of 1934 were
introduced late last week in the House of Representstives by
Chairman Rayburn, of the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce
Committee, and immediately referred to his Committee.

The first measure makes certain exemptions from the
provision in Section 318 that the actual operation of all trans-
mitting apparatus in any radio stations shall be carried on only
by the holder of an operator's license.

The proviso authorizes the Federal Communications
Commission to waive this requirement for any station except:
(1) stations for which licensed operators are required by inter-
national agreement; (2) stations for which licensed operators
are required for safety purposes; (3) stations engaged in brosd-
casting; and (4) stations operated on frequencies below 30,000 kc.

The second bill seeks to amend Sections 210 and 602(b)
relating to the issuing of franks and the rendering of free
service by carriers.

Under the first paragraph of the amendment it is
declared unlawful for any carrier "to issue or honor any frank
or to render any free interstate or foreign service, whether per-
formed through physical connection or otherwise except in connec-
tion with situations involving the safety of life or property"
et cetera.

The second paragraph states that "nothing in this Act
shall be construed to prohibit common carriers from render-
ing to any agency of the government free service in connection
with the preparation for the national defense." g

Section 602 (b) is amended so as to repeal the provi-
slons of the Interstate Commerce Act, as amended, insofar as they
relate to communications by wire or wireless, or to telegraph,
telephone, or cable companies operating by wire or wireless".

——

XXXXXXXX

Some years ago broadcasting engineers in Germany an-
nounced that they had solved the problem of disseminating smells
by wireless. On the day of the first transmission., German
listeners raised their noses before their loudspeakers in
pPleasurable anticipation. They smelt in vein. Tke day for
the inaugural transmission had been fixed as April lst last.

XXXXXXXXX
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RADIO DEVICE USED IN WEATHER BALLCON 16 MILES UP

Radio will soon enable meteoroiogical experts to meake
weather forecasts several dasys in advance. A balloon devised
by Bureau of Standards scientists recently ascended 16 miles
above the earth and automatically radioed back data on tempera-
ture, pressure, and humidity. '

"Today's experience with the sounding balloon soon
may become an everyday practice which will greetly improve the
accuracy of weather forecasts", Willis R. Gregg, Chief of the
Weather Buresau, Washington, D. C., said.

"It is within reason to hope that in the future we
may be able to fcrecast weather conditions three or four days in
advance of actual occurrence instead of from one and a half days
as at present."

The upver air data obtained by such sounding balloons
may meke it possible to evacuste homes in adavance of hurricanes
and tornadoes which have frequently taken heavy toll of 1life
because residents could not be warned promptly enough, it wes szid.

XXXXXXXXX

o

RADIO REPRESENTED AT PRESIDENTIAL DINNER

There was quite a sprinkling of those representing the
radio industry at the dinner given to President Roosevelt at the
National Press Club in Washington last Saturday night. These
Included:

Kenneth H. Berkeley, Manager Station WRC, Washington;
Harry C. Butcher, Vice-President, Columbia Broesdcasting System,
Washington; Louis G. Caldwell, former General Counsel, Fedéral
Radio Commission; Vincent F. Callahan, Vice-President, NBC,
Washington; Senator Arthur Capper, of Kansas, owner of Station
WIBW at Topeka; Bond P. Geddes, Executive Vice-President, Radio
Manufacturers' Association, Washington; F. P. Guthrie, Manager,
R.C.A. Communications, Inc., Washington; L. M. Lamm, radio writer;
Horace L. Lohnes, radio counsel; George Henry Payne, Federal
Communications Commissioner; Frank M. PRussell, Vice-President,
NBC, Washington; Oswald ¥. Schuette, 2nd Sol Taishoff, editor,
Broadcasting magazine.

XXXXXXXXX
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SINCLAIR LEWIS CHANGES HIS MIND ABOUT RADIO

Sinclair Lewls apparently has changed his mind about
radio and its effect upon the sale of books. This week in New
York, in an address to the American Booksellers' Asgsociation,
he declared that no form of radio broadcasting, or television,
will ever threaten the demand for good books,

Only last Winter, writing in the Yale Literary lagazine,
he blamed radio for the slump in bookx sales,

"Many novels which 15 years ago would have sold 50,000
copies sold only 10,000 copies in 1935", he wrote at that time.
"One might almost declare that books do not sell sny more in
this country. The movie, automobile, road-house, asnc most of
all, the radio, are enemies of magazine-reading, book-reading,
and of book-buying."

Speaking to the American Book-sellers'Association, he
was quoted as saying:

"I do not believe that anything will altogether sup-
plant the old-fashioned printed book, which has changed so very
little since Gutenberg finished printing the first book, a Bible,
back in 1455. I do not believe that any nimble television
apparatus, any series of phonograph records, any ingenilous
microscopic gadget whereby you can carry the entire works of
Balzac, in your cigarette case, will ever take the place of
books, just as we know them.

"It is obvious that people listen to the radio and
go to the motion pictures instead of reading books, but there are
plenty of other Cossacks on our trail, the automobile, the bridge
table and night clubs.

"I do not believe that the public will always be com-
Pletely satisfied with the glaring screen, or that they will
forever prefer the unctuous verbal caresses of radio announcers
to the many-colored pages of Dickens. I do not think that
Hollywood can remain forever the New Jerusalem. There may be
new gods, but I think most of you will say with me, ‘as for
me and my house, we shall serve the Lord in books.'"

It is recalled that Booth Tarkington, an older novel-
ist than Lewis, recently stated in an interview that radio will
soon end the habit of reading and the writing of novels,
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OSCILLATOR OPENS NEW AREAS IN SPECTRUM

A radically new type of radio oscillator which pro-
duces powerful radio waves of meter length and opens new areas
of the radio spectrum for practical services was described and
demonstrated in Cleveland May lltnh before the convention of the
Institute of Radio Engineers by P. D. Zottu of the RCA Tube
Research and Development Laboratory at Harrison, N. J.

With a laboratory model of the new "multitube"
oscillator, Mr. Zottu produced 80 watts of power on a wavelength
of 120 centimeters with eight commercially available tubes. It
was pointed out that this device did not take advantage of all
the possibilities of the new method, but rather demonstrated
how power might be increased by simply adding radio tubes until
the amount of power required for a given purpose had been reached.
Although eight tubes were employed in the equipment shown,
the design is such that twenty or more might be used if desired.

The chief novelty of the new oscillator is in that it
permits the use of tubes in parallel without "adding up" their
internal capacity, which to now has been the limiting factor in
generating power on such short waves. In microwave circuits,
the internal capacity of the tube, governed by the size of the
tube's elements, i1s a definite part of the tuning circuit. The
smaller the elements can be kept, therefore, the shorter the
wavelengths on which the tube may be effectively employed.

But the proglem has been complicated by the fact that production
of greater power necessitated large tube elements to dissipate
the increased heat. Engineers have been experimenting for some
time, in search of the tube design which would best reconcile

the two opposing factors. Up to now efforts to employ tubes in
multiple have met the same difficulty that beset attempts to
increase the power of a single tube and also have faced addition-
al difficulties. Additional tubes meant more internal cepacity,
and increased capacity lessened the efficiency of the tube on

the desired wavelength,

The new multiple oscillator employs standard tubes of
conventional design, The tuning circuit between the grid and
plate of each tube is like a minilature horseshoe. The eight
tubes used are disposed radially around a common "tank" circuit,
and connected to it by electrical means which permits each tube
to contribute 1ts utmost power without appreciably influencing
the tuning of the main circuit. Thus, if one tube will produce
ten watts, ten will generate 100 watts, and so on in arithmetical
progression, It is believed that this 1s the first time that
more than two tubes have been used together as oscillators at
such short wavelengths with directly proportional increase in
power. Moreover the separate units can be replaced without
shutting down the oscillator.
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Quite &s striking as the simplicity of the arrangement
is the feature of "electrical policing" by which the community
of tubes keeps each individual member in exact tune with all the
others. If one tube should have a tendency to stray from the
wave to which it has been tuned, all the others, acting through
the common "tank" circuit, pull it back. This is regarded as
an important advantage 1n any possible commercial application
as a transmitter, since crystal control, which is so effective
on short waves and in the broadcast band, does not lend 1itself
readily to micro-wave work. Hence, as englneering goes further
down into the "cellar" of radio wavelengths, keeping those waves
steady 1s a definite problem in the research. The "policing"
charscteristic of the multitube oscillator will, 1t is believed,
measurably assist this phase of the work.

XXXXXXXXXX

EARLY NAWMING OF NAB COPYRIGHT DIRECTOR SEEN

Announcement of the selection of a Director of the
Copyright Bureau being organized by the National Association of
Broadcasters 1s expected momentarily. James W. Baldwin, Managing
Director of the NAB, has been in New York City for the last few
days interviewing prospects and arranging for the formation of
the bureau,

While the building up of the Bureau will take several
years, work will start at once on the preparation of the con-
templated title index.

One of the first steps will be to put a crew of clerks
at work compiling a catalogue of all musical numbers used by net-
work key statlions in 1935. A research staff shortly will be
assigned to the offices of the American Society of Authors,
Compcsers and Publishers to gather information necessary for
the founding of the Bureau, U

-

-t XXXXXXXXXX

The Federal Communications Commission this week issued
a list of alterations and corrections to the FCC roster of radio
broadcast stations of the United States as of January 1, 1936.
The corrections cover the changes for the month of April,

~
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HARRIS FAILED TO OFFER PRESS-RADIC PLAN

The following editorial appeared in the current issue
of Newsdom, publishers' organ:

"The Press-Radio Bureau will be continued for another
year wlthout any apparent change in its method of operation.

"At the recent convention of the American Newspaper
Publishers' Association, E. H. Harris, Chairman of the organiza-
tion's Radio Committee, failed to mention any new plan to achieve
a more satisfactory handling of news on the air,

"A few months ago Mr, Harris predicted that a new
plan was being considered. At that time we suggested that the
only feasible plan would be to Jjunk the moribund Press-Radio
Bureau. Apparently the time is not ripe for junking it,

"Mr. Harris did make it a point, however, to utter
his disapprqval of independent news agencies which sell news
items to advertisers for broadcasting purposes. He toned down
his attack somewhat by omitting any mention of boycotting these
agencies.

"We can only repeat that the sale of news by independ--
ent news agencies can in no way retard the growth of that hardy
perennial, the freedom of the press, It may hurt one particular
group which cannot take advantage of such a sale, but it will
never force the independent agencies into the arms of the govern-
ment or the advertisers, as Mr. Harris suggests." .-

XXXXXXXXXX
BRIEF TALKS BEST, CBS ANALYST FINDS

To cetch and hold the greatest number of listeners, a
radlo talk should be worded simply, phrased clearly and delivered
intimately, says E. R. Murrow, Director of Talks of the Columbia
Brosdcasting System.

"After all", he reminds us, "every radio speaker 1s
a guest in somebody's house." Therefore, he concludes, micro-
phone talks should be conversational, not oratorical, and should
come from the guliet intimacy of a brosdcasting studio rather
than from a public hall,

Mr., Murrow belleves the most frequent mistakes of
novices are (1) their desire to be heard from noisy public gather-
ings, and (2) a tendency to talk too long. He came to this con-
cluslon after surveying the audience response to a record number
gf gZ%ks, on a wide varlety of topics, broadcast by CBS in 1936

0 e.
XXXXXXXX
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SIX MONTHS' CELEBRATION TO MARK NBC ANNIVERSARY

The Tenth Anniversary of the National Broadcasting
Company will be celebrated over NBC Red and Blue networks this
Summer and Fall with a six months' perioda of special broadcasts,
it was announced May 1llth by Lenox R. Lohr, President of NBC,.

Programs from every corner of the globe, prepared
with the cooperation of forelgn broadcasting companies as well
as by NBC's own personnel from coast to coast and the 97
affiliated NBC stations, wlll be presented weekly throughout
the anniversary celebration., The period of celebration will
commence on May 18 and willl reach its climax on November 15,
Just ten years after NBC's first program on November 15, 1926,

Famous artists, many of them stars of opera, stage and
screen, conductors of worla famous symphony orchestras and dance
bands and a host of other celebritles who have "grown up" with
the world's oldest radio network will participate in these
anniversary programs, Marvels of racdio engineering will be
demonstrated by NBC's engineering department,

The National Broadecasting Company was incorporated on
November 1, 1926, 1Its first broadcast, over a network of 23
stations reaching from Boston to Kansas City, lasted four hours.

XXXXXXXXXX
MUTUAL APRIL BILLING IS $139,934.34

The Mutual Broadcasting System's total billings for
the month of April, 1936, were $139,934, 34, it was announced
this week. This billing includes the billing of basic and
associated stations. Formerly Mutual only announced the billings
of the basic stations,

Mutual's March billing for basic and assoclated sta-
tions totalled $191,482,73. The figure released totalling only
the basic stations was $173,117.73. Hereafter, Mutual will
announce a combined figure for basic and assoclated statlons'
billing each month,.

XXXXXXXXXX

William B, CGellatly was appointecd Sales Manager of
WOR, Newark, on May 11lth. Engaged as a member of the WOR sales
staff last September, Gellatly has been in the advertising busi-
ness for the past 16 years serving in various capacities. Before
Joining WOR he was a member of the sales staff of the Columbia
Broadcasting System and has been advertising sales representative
for the New York American,the Herald-Examiner of Chicago and the
New York Herald Tribune.

AXXXXXXXX - 11 -
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PUBLIC INTEREST GREAT IN GERMAN TELEVISION

The German Post Office's two-way telephone-television
service between Berlin and Leipzig (roughly 100 miles) is attract-
ing considerable public interest, according to a report to the
U. S. Department of Commerce. This 1s the first service of its
kina in the world., It will remain open during the Leipzig Spring

Fair.

At present, seeing by telephone in Germany 1s limited
to persons who go to public offices, two of which have been opened
in each town, In Berlin these are situated at the Potsdamerplatz
and at a busy corner in the West End. In Lelpzig one is at the
Fair and the other in the central Post Office. A three-minutes
communication costs 3 marks 650 pfennigs, which includes notifica-
tion of a specified person in the town at the other end of the
line,

The quality of the vlcture is remarksble; the 180-1line
definition ana 25 frames a second are ample to produce the heacd-
and-shoulder image of a person in all details, and the effect is
comparable to a small-size projection of a sub-standard film.

The cabins have been fitted with comfortable armchairs, and it is
of importance for each person to be exsctly in focus. This 1is
obtained by comfortesbly lesning back in the chair and resting one's
head on the cushion; the attendant can then lower or raise the
chalr at will to bring the person's head into line with the scan-
ning apparatus., The image of the correspondent in the other town
apnears above the bright light of the scanner, but this 1is not
disturbing. The hands of a wrist-watch can be recognized, and

even the ring on the nand holding the telephone receiver.

Mechanical scanning is used throughout. The apparatus
employed in Berlin was constructed by the German Post Office
Laboratory, and that used in Leipzlg was supplied by the Fernseh-
Aktiengesellschaft, of whichh Baird Television, Ltd. in London hold
a quarter of the shares,

XXX XXXXXXXX
ROBOT PILOT FOLLOWS RADIO CURVE TO GROUND

Development of a robot pilot, which not only stabil-
izes airplanes in flight but lands them without the aid of a
human operator, was announced in Chicago last week by J. R.
Cunningham, Superintendent of Communications for United States Air
Lines. The landing is done by means of a curved radio "glide
vath" beam which guides the planes in safe and precise descents
regardless of clouds or fogs.

XXXXXXXXX
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CENSUS BUREAU RELEASES FIRST REPORT ON BROADCASTING

Constituting the first census data ever made public
by the Commerce Department on the business of broadcasting, the
Bureau of the Census on May 15th issued an analysis of the
revenue of radio statlions in New England. Similar reports on
other sections of the country will appear in the next few months.

While the initlal report 1s sectional in character,
it provides an excellent cross-section of the broadcasting busi-
ness as a whole, :

Total receipts of the 36 broadcast stations in New
England, from the sale of radio time during 19835, amounted to
$3,664,687, the report issued by William L. Austin, Director of
tThe Census Bureau, stated,

Although the report is called "preliminary" becsuse 1t
is not in as great detail as will be contained in subseguent
fingl reports, it includes all broadcast stations in the New
Zngland States, of which there are 14 in Massachusetts, 6 in
Connecticut, 5 in Maine, 5 in Vermont, 3 in Rhode Island and 3
in New Hampshire. Two stations which did not carry advertising
are not included, and two stations in Massachusetts which are
synchronized are counted by the Census Bureau as one, accounting
for all of the 39 stations licensed to operate in New England.

Approximately one-half of thelr revenue (50,58%) was
derived from local advertisers, and about one-sixth (17.55%) from
national and reglional advertisers who purchased time directly from
the stations. The remainder (31.87%) was received by the statione
from national and regional netwbSrks as payment for network com-
merclal programs carried by the stations.

Revenue as reported here 1s the net billings for
advertising time on the air, including the stations' propnrtion
of network billings. It is computed after deducting quantity and
time discounts, '

Massachusetts leads the other New England States in
all three classifications, with total revenue of $2,184,112, of
which $1,187,284 was local advertising. Connecticut is second
with $592,304 of revenue; Rhode Island is third and Maine fourth.
To avoid revelation of the individual operations of any station
or single ownership, the report combines the figures for Rhode
Island and New Hampshire,
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All figures of individuasl concerns are confidential
and are carefully guarded by law and by elaborate precautions
within the Bureau of the Census. Names are never shown in
Census reports, ana tabulatlions are arranged in such manner as
not to disclose any company's figures.

The 36 New England stations employed a total of 727
ersons (monthly average) with an annusl pay roll in 1935 of
1,365,856, Practically all of the pay roll is for full-time

employees. There 1s relatively 1little seasonal fluctuation

in employment. Lowest employment was in February (676) and the
highest was 1in December. For stations that were 1in operation

in both February and December the latter figure was 745. During
the last six months, three new stations started operations, add-
ing 41 employees to the December total.

During a representative week used for more detailed
analysis of employment and pay-rolls, when a total of 776
employees (full-time and part-time) is shown, only one-sixth
(16.3%) are reported on a part-time basls, and their pay roll
1s 6.8 per cent of the total. The remainder are full-time
employees of the stations,

Station talent, which 1s further divided into artilsts
and announcers, accounts for 33.2 percent of total employment
and 26.7 percent of total pay roll. Stations techniclans, the
second largest group, account for 22.9 percent of employment
and 20.6 percent of pay roll during the representative week
which is analyzed in detall. Other employment claessifications
shown in the report include executives, supervisors, office and
clerical, and employees not otherwise classifled.

Of the total analyzed 613 (or 79 percent) are men,
and 163 are women,

The Census Buresu pointed out that employment and pay
rolls as reported by the broadcast stations do not include enter-
talners and other artists employed directly by advertisers, nor
those employed directly by radio networks and not a part of
station personnel. No figuresare available on the former, but
the latter will be included in the final summary of broadcasting
business in the United States, which will include network staffs
as well as station staffs.

The preliminary series of basic facts by States, of
which this is the first, will be followed by final reports in
booklet form in much greater detaill. Wherever revelations can
be avolded they will include analyses by counties, cities and
towns; kinds of business; sales volume; number of employees;
and other classifications, 1In many kinds of business the data
will be compared with similar data from the Business Censuses
of 1929 and 1933.
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Because radio broadcast stations are limited in number
in most citles, detalled information will be mostly by States
and regional divislons. "National spot" and local advertising
revenue wlll be shown in the final reports by the following
types of advertising: electrical transcriptions, live talent,
records, and spot announcements. Additionsl information con-
cerning this important field of business wil be given in as much
detall as possible, limited by the necessity to avold disclosure
of individual station operations.

XXXXXXXX
RADIO MAKZS JOB HARDER FOR POLITICIAN, SAYS FARLEY

With public office seekers, large and small, doing
most of their campalgning by radio, the statement of James A.
Farley, Chairman of the Democratic Nationel Committee, during
a forum conducted recently by Boake Csrter over the Columbia
Broadcasting System, 1s significant,

"In my opinien", said Mr. Farley, "radio has increas-
ed the woes of political management. 3But 1t has helped the
cause of good government. Radio has been the bilggest factor
in making voters independent,

"You can't nominate a myth or a name any longer and
get away with it. Let the American people listen to opposing
candidates state thelr own case, and the people will arrive
at the right answer.'

» XXXXXXXXX

=

PHONE HEARING RECESSED AS REZPORT IS DRAFTED

The Telephone Division of the Federal Communicaticns
Commission this week recessed the hearing in the American Tele-
phone & Telegraph Company case indefinitely as a progress repoert
1s being drafted for submission to Congress before adjournment.

The hearings probably will be resumed on June 2nd,
when additional data gathered by FCC engineers and accountants
will be presented,

XXX XXXXX
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RADIO USED TO DETECT AUTO TROUBLES

Radio sclence revealed this week at the meeting of
the Institute of Radlo Englneers in Cleveland that it has per-
fected delicate instruments by which the nelghborhood garage man
can diagnose motor car ills as quickly 2nd accurately as a doctor
dlagnoses human ailments with such devices as the stethoscope.
The new instruments, which measure the conpression in an auto-
mobile cylinder, the torsional twist of & crenkshaft and vibrea-
tional effects in mechanicel devices of all kinas were the sub-
Ject of a paper presented by H. J. Schraeder of the RCA Labora-
tories at Camden, N. J.

The heart of the apparatus is a device which makes use
of different crystals to detect different mechanical effects.
Quartz crystals are employed to record pressure and Rochelle
salts are used to measure vibration. In the new application,
the crystals are indifferent to sounds, which is of enormous
advantage 1n tracing a vibration, for example, to the exact
location 1n a machine at which it 1s occurring. The tiny cur-
rents generated 1n the pick-up devices as a result of the effects
they are measuring are connected to an oscillograph, in combina-
tion with a new type of alternator. In the oscillograph an
electron beam paints on a flourescent screen a picture of what
the crystal "feels", and in these visible wave-forms the auto-
mobile mechanic may read the nature of the trouble he seeks.

Employing radio and electronic principles, the apparatus
simplifies to a marked degree many meeasurements previously solved
by purely mechanical testing equipment, much of which is so
cumbersome and complicated that it is limited tn laboratory ser-
vice. The new electrical equipment, in contrast, holds possibil-
ity of becoming a practical and highly useful tcol in service
stations throughout the country,

X XXX XXXX
HEARST DOES ANOTHER ABOUT FACE ON RADIO NEWS

Changing his mind agaln, Willism Randolph Hearst thils
week ordered radlo columns restored to all of his 38 newspapers
but with the reservation that the columnists were to confine
their writings to spot news and to reviews and to keep the
columns within a half-column. The ban, which was ordered about
two months ago, had been 1ifted on several of the larger Hearst
papers previously.

X¥XXXXXXXXX
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RADIO AD GAINS POINT WAY TO INDUSTRIAL RECOVERY

With broadcast advertising showing & gain of 11.4 per-
cent for the first quarter of 1936, as compared with the corres-
ponding period for 1935, radio 1is believed to be an indicator
that industry 1s well on the way to recovery.

Figures released this week by the National Association
of Broadcasters disclose thet total broadcast advertising for
the quarter amounted to $25,509, 364.

"Indications point to the beginning of the stabiliza-
tion of radio advertising at a post-depression level, in that the
aforementioned growth in volume is comparable to one of 19.6%
for the first quarter of the preceding year as agsinst the cor-
responding three months of 1934".the NAB stated

"Principal gains during the period under consideraticn
occurred in the regional network and national non-network fields,
in keeping with the trendas in evidence during the major portion
of the past year. National network and local broadcast advertis-
ing gained but slightly over the corresponding months of 19395.

"Radio continued to show the greatest rate of increase
among major media, though it was surpassed with national farm
papers, whose volume rose 37.0% as compared to the corresponding
period of 1935,

"Regional stations showed the greatest geins in non-
network volume, reflecting the rise in national non-network bus*-:
ness. The South and MiddleWest continued to experience the most
pronounced rise in non-network sdvertising.

_ "Electrical transcriptions led the field as far as
type of rendition was concerned. This was true in both national
non-network and local broadcast advertising. Live talent
volume gained, while record and announcementbusiness declined
a8 compared to the corresponding quarter of the previous year,

"Accessory and gasollne, beverage snd tobacco adver-
tising experienced important increases in the national network
field. A rise of 117.9% in the miscellaneous classification
indicated a continued trend toward more diversified use of net-
work advertising. Drug advertising declined 31.7% as a result
of network policies in this field, while confectionery and house-
hold equipment advertising alsoc declined materially.

"Gailns were general in the regional network field,
with drug, food, beverage, tobacco and soap and kitchen supply
advertising showing the most important increases. Galns likewlse
were general 1ln the national non-network fileld, with automotive,
food, beverage and tobacco volume experiencing the most signifi-
cant rise. Local broadcast advertlising showed confused tendenci-=s,
with automotive volume leading the increases and drug advertising
showing the most important decline,
X XXX XXXXX
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WEEI FILES APPLICATION TO ASSIGN LICENSE TO CBS

Consent to the assignment of the license of Station
WEEI, of Boston, Mass., was requested in en application filed
today (May 15) with the Federal Communications Commission by
The Edison Electric Illuminating Company of Boston and WEZI
Broadcasting Corporation, a wholly owned subsidiary of Columbia
Broadcasting System, Inc. The application was filed pursuant to
an agreement between The Edlson Company and Columbia dated
April 2, 19386, providing for the leasing of the stetion by
Columbla, or one of its subsidilaries, and which hss been assigned
by Columbia to WEZI Broadcasting Corporation for the purpose of
carrying out this agreement.

The lease agreement provides for the leasing of the
transmitter equipment, including the land and structures at
Yeymouth, Mass., all broadcasting and studio equipment and the
broadcasting business of The Edison Company for a period ending
April 1, 1943, at a rent of $18,250. per month. The lease
agreement also grants to Columbia the right to purchase Station
WEEI upon the same terms and conditions which are offered to
The Edaison Company by any other party and which The Zdison
Company may be willing to accept. Similar provisions extending
to Columbia the right to renew the lease or enter into an
affiliate arrangement with Station WEEI at the end of the lease
period are also included,

The contract also recognizes the possibility of techni-
cal developments and changes in the present plan of broadcast
allocation by providing that both parties will cooperate in secur-
ing promptly the approval of the Federal Communications Commis-
sion to the installation of a 5,000 watt transmitter, the cost
of which, including land, buildings, towers snd equipment, is to
be paid by The Edison Company up to $150,000. The lease providecs
that the present 1,000 watt transmitter is to be retained for use
as an auxiliary transmitter as long as Columbia desires, and
the lease also contemplates the installation of additional new
equipment for the improvement and betterment of the station during
the term of the lease.

Arrangements have also been completed whereby Columbia
will occupy space in the Zdison Building on Tremont Street, fac-
ing the Boston Common, for use as studios and offices for the
station and as the Boston headquarters for the network,

It 1s expected that Station WEEI will replace Station
WNAC 8 the basic Columbia outlet in Boston by January 1, 1937,

XXX XX XXX -
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FCC MAKES CHANGES IN HIGH FREQUENCY ALLOCATIONS

Bringing its regulations up to date with current
practices in anticipation of the broad engineering hearing set
for June 15, the Federal Communications Commission this week
reallocated some of the channels in the high-frequency radio
bands, The changes, while minor in character in comparison
with the reallocations which are expected to follow the June
meeting, make available additional channels for broadcasting,
inter-city police communication services, ana point-to-point
telegraph services.

The revised regulations (amendments to Rule 229),
which become effective July 1lst, put an end to television ex-
periments in the medium high-frequency bands and open the way
for additional experimental stations and assignment of more
tapex" stations,

In brief, the new rules provide:

1500 to 1600 kc. band assigned to broadcasting, but
no immediate change contemplated in present allocations of "high
fidelity broadcasting" stations on the 1530, 1550 and 1570 kc.
Irequencies on an experlmental basis. '

Experimental visual broadcasting eliminated in the
2,000 to 3,000 kc. band "on the basis that the consensus of
engineering opinion and the inspection of reports submitted by
visual broadcast stations reveal that these frequencies are not
particularly suited for television" nor that they ever will be.

Eleven television stations in this band will be
assigned to ultra-high frequency channels following the June 15th
conference.

The band between 25,600 and 26,600 kc. was set aside
for international broadcasting pursuant to the terms of the
Madrid Telecommunications Convention, Part of this band will be
usec, however, for ultra-high frequency local broadcasting
(apex), but specific frequencies will not be assigned until later.

Four channels between 40,000 and 42,000 kc. were set
aside for special experimental broadcasting, particularly frequen-
¢y modulation experiments such as those contemplated by Maj.

Edwin H. Armstrong, who recently filed an spplication to use
40,000 watts peak power in an experimental station.,

Law enforcement officials hailed the assignment of
additional channels for inter-city police communicetions services
as a step forward in the move to establish a nation-wide police
raedio network for the speedy apprehension of criminals, such as
kidnappers, who cross State lines.
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The television experiments who will be assigned to
ultra-high frequencles, if they Justify themselves, are:

John V. L., Hogan, Long Islana City, N.Y.; Sparks-
Withington Co., Jackson, Mich.; University of Iowa, Iowa City;
Xansas City College of Agriculture, Manhattan, Kans.; Pioneer
Mercantile Co., Bakersfield, Cal.; NBC portable; NBC, Belmore,
N. Y.; NBC, Chicago; First National Television Corp., Kansas
City; Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind. and Atlantic Broad-
casting Corp. (CBS), New York City.

XXXXXXXXX
GERMAN S-W EXP=ZRT CCMES OVER ON "HINDENBURG"

A passenger on the initilal trip of the "Hindenburg"
to the United States was Dr. Kurt von Boeckmann, of Berlin,
in charge of short-wave broadcasting of thé German radio
company. Following a brief visit in New York, ne started for
Chicago and Los Angeles.

In Washington, Dr. von Boeckmann wes the guest at a
luncheon given by Hans Luther, the German Ambassador. Others
present were Anning S. Prall, Chairman of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission; Col. Frank R. Curtis, Harry H. Lyon, Oswald
F. Schuette, Robert D. Heinl, and Kurt Sell, Washington repre-
sentative of the German Broadcasting Company. Cnlonel Curtis
and Mr., Lyon have been conaucting experiments in rebroadcasting
the German programs in this ¢ountry,

XXXXXXXX
COPELAND FORECASTS CHANGES IN SEA SAFETY BILL

Announcing that his bill to amend the Communications
Act of 1934, relative to the use of radio at sea, would be
greatly altered as a result of hearings, Senator Copeland (D.),
of New York, on May 13th reintroduced the measure in the Senate.

A report on the measure, together with the amendments,
are expected before the end of the month,

XXXXXXXXXX
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BORAH CANCELS RADIO ADDRESS WHEN HELD TO HALF-HOUR

The refusal of Senator William %, Rorah, of Idaho, to
go on the ailr from Newark the night of May 14th over a NBC-WJZ
hook -up because the network would allow him only a half-hour,
recralls the comment of another Republican leader, Representative
Bertrand Snell, of New York, during the recent CBS radio forum.

Asxed by Boake Carter, the interviewer, whether "a
political speaker who runs over time should be allowed to con-
tinue into the time bought by someone else" or whether he should
"be cut off at the end of his allotted time",

Snell replied: "He should be made to adjust his speech
to the time given him; then, if he 1s not through, cut him off."

The case of Senator Borah's last adaress in his
preslaential campalgn was somewhat different, however, in that
his time was consumed by an introductory speech made by
Representative Hamilton Fish, his Eastern campaign manager.

Network officials thought Borah was to go on the air
about 8:30 P.M., 1Instead Fish talked until 9 P.M., at which time
a NBC announcer stated that "due to a change in the order of
speakers, we are unable to present Senator Borah because of com-
mercial commitments."

Senator Borah said he had no grievance against the
brocadcasting company, but that he had declined to have only part
of his speech broadcast,

"My speech was to be a long one", he sald. "The radio
pecple offered me only thirty minutes. They would have hsd no
beginning and no end of it. If the broadcast cuts off the head
and tail of your speech, there is no sense to it."

He said that the broadcasting companies had been ver3
generous to him in the past. -

XXXXXXXX

House action on the Wheeler Bill (S.2243} to abolish
the Davis Equalization clause in the Communications Act, is
expected May 18th as a result of a favorable report made by the
House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. The measure
has pssed the Senate. _——

X XXX XXXXX
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:+: INDUSTRY NOTES :::

Ossola Bros., Inc., Pittsburgh, Pa.. has entered into
a stipulation with the Federal Trade Commission to stop using
the words "Imported from Italy" in advertising its olive oil
products over a Pittsburgh station in Italian,

P e e T

Radio market review for the Canary Islands has been
issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce and is
avallable at 25 cents a copy.

- s Vo i o e P o e

Under the title "Broadcasting and the Americen Public",
the Columbla Broadcasting System has issued a brochure carrying
pertinent quotations from prominent personages interviewed
recently over the network by Boake Carter, news commentator,

o —p om = en wm o= o Tmm

The Daily News Corporation, of St. Psul, Minn., has
withdrawn its appeal in the United States Supreme Court of the
District of Cnlumbia from a FCC decision granting a construction
permit to Edward Hoffman for erection of a new station at St. Paul
10 operate on 1370 kc.

~ The annual award of the Society of Arts and Sciences
will be presented to Owen D. Young, Chairman of the National
Broadcasting Company's Advisory Council, and Chairman of the
Beard of General Electric Company, during a broadcast from the
Soclety's 54th annual dinner on May 20th, at 10 P.M., E.D.S.T.,
over the NBC-Blue network, - '

Station WSPD, Toledo, has maae application to the
Federal Communications Commission for a license to cover construc-
tion permit for equipment, changes and increase in power from 1 KW
night, 2% KW day, to 1 KW night, 5 XKW day.

XXXXXXXX
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I. T. & T, CHANGES CAPITAL VALUE OF STOCK

The annual meeting of the International Telephone and
Telegraph Corporation was held in Baltimore on Wednescay, May 1l3th,
at which the following Directors were elected: Arthur M. Anderson,
Sosthenes Behn, F. Wilder Bellamy, Zdwin F. Chinlund, Philip K.
Conéict, John W. Cutler, Charles . Dunlap, George H. Gardiner,
Allen G. Hoyt, Russell C. Leffingwell, Clarence H. Mackay, John L.
Merrill, Walter E. Ogilvie, Henry B. Orde, Samuel G. Ordway, Frenk
C. Page, Bradley W. Palmer, George E. Pingree, Wolcott H. Pitkin,
Lewis J. Proctor, Lansing P. Reed, Gordon Fentschler, and William
F. Repp.

Directly following the regular meeting, 2 special meet-
ing was held at which a proposition to restate the amount of
capitsl represented by each share of stock of the Corporation from
$33-1/3 to $20 was passed. A resolution suthorizing the Corvora-
tion to acquire and retire 206,808 shares held by trustees for
employees stock purchase plans and 36,698 shares held in the
treasury of the Corporation was also adopted. Stockholders at
this special meeting also voteda to amend the charter of the Cor-
poration so as to provide that any action, iancluding the making
of future charter amendments, may be taken by the affirmative vote
of the holcers of a majority of shares outstanding andentitled to
voue,

XX XXXXXXXX

RCA ENGIWEER GIVEN LIEBMANN AWARD

The Institute of Radio Engineers announced May 13th at
1ts convention in Cleveland that i1t had awardec the Morris Liebmann
Memorial prize for 1936 to B. J. Thompson, in charge of the
Electrical Research Section of the RCA Tube Laboratory at Harrison,
N. J. The award was for Mr. Thompson's "contribution to the
vacuum tube art in the field of very high frequencies."

From his analysis of the fundamental frequency limita-
tions of the conventional type of tube, Mr. Thompson worked out a
new conception of mechanical and electrical design which would per-
mit the operation of tubes at ultra-high frequencies. The "acorn"
tube was the result of this research. It extended the useful radio
frequency range far beyond previous practicel possibilities.

X XXX XXXX
. B.L. CORRECTION

In the account of the cdinner given by the Press Club in
Tashington last Saturday night to President Roosevelt, Vincent
Callahan, who was one of the guests, was lnadvertently designated
a8s Vice-President of the National Broadcasting Co. Mr. Callahan is
Assistant to Mr. Frank M, Russell, Vice-President of the NRC in
Washington.

XXX XXXXXXX
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May 19, 1236.
McDONALD'S ROLE IN GALAPAGOS ISLAND RESCUE RECOUNTED

It is rare when a radio manufacturer has the opportunity
for a great romantic adventure, and it is rarer still when that
adventure attracts world-wide attention and eventualily finds 1its
way into a book.

Commander E. F. MeDonald, Jr., President of the Zenith
Radio Corporation, of Chicago, had such an experience, however,
and the story of it was published this month in "Satan Came to
Eden", by Dore Strauch (Harper Bros., price $3.00).

Recounting the rescue of the strange three-some from a
Galapagos Island several years ago, the book contains a foreword
by Commander McDonald, wnose yacht the "Mizpah", was the first to
reach the desert isle and from which word of the unique inhabi-
tants flashed over the world to become an international sensation.

When Commander McDonald made the discovery in 1930, Dr.
Frederick Ritter, companion of Dore Strsuch, was still alive.
It 1s her story of the tragedy that followed, due to the mysterious
baroness who had gone to the island with a retinue of young men,
as told to Walter Brockmann, that forms the book,

The role that Commander McDonald played in this strange
adventure is best shown by the following from his preface to the
book:

"While on a crulse to the South Seas on my yacht 'Mizpah'
in the winter of 1930, I put in for a day or so at Post Office Bay
oen the rocky coast of Floreans, or Charles, Island in the Galapagos
group, This islapd, just a few miles south of the equator, was
supposed to be uninhabited. The bzy was empty. A barrel, which
has served this part of the Pacific as an unofficial post-office
since early whaling-days, stood on the shore. I had heard of this
famous barrel, so went ashore with my guests to investigate. In
the barrel we found a note in German directed to the master of any
vessel that might anchor. Two people were on the island, we
learned from the note., They were short of food and hsd been forced
to move inland for water, One of them was injured. They requested
the master to sound his whistle or fire a gun and they would come
to the shore. We blew our whistles and sirens, fired our one-
pounder, and played our searchlight over the island during that
first night, but no one appeared.

"The following morning I organized four searching-parties
mgde up of my guests and ship's officers and started them out in
different directions to search the island. One of my searching-
parties headed by Baker Brownell of the Northwestern University
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faculty, who incidentally was the only man among my guests who
knew German, found Dr. Frederick Ritter and Dore Strauch. They
were well inland, about an hour's march on a faint trail through
the desert brush and over broken lava rock, but had heard our

gun and were headed towards theshore. They were dressed in ragged
clothes and their shoes were cut to pieces by the rocks. They
greeted Joyfully the little group headed by Mr. Brownell.

"Mr. Brownell brought them out aboard the yacht. We
had a long talk with them and got part of their story. They had
come to the 1sland about five months before, well supplied with
food, but they had been forced to move inland to the mountains
because of the shortage of water. They had left most of their
stores in a cache near the beach. These stores had been stolen
by men from some vessel, perhaps a fishing-boat., Without medi-
cines or antiseptics, with no guns, very few tools and almost no
food, Dr. Ritter and Dore were in a bad way. She had fallen on
the sharp lava rocks and had cut her knee :to the bone. This
almost dlsabled her. He had injured his srm and side in a fall
through the branches of a tree. The red-bearded doctor, about
forty years old, and the young and beautiful girl could probably
not have kept going much longer. We gave them enough supplies
for a year or more - food, medicines, tools, a rifle, pickaxes,
shovels, even dynamite, for among our other adventures we had
been digging for treasure on Cocos Island; and then we sailed away.

"As we left the 1sland I sent a radiogrem from my yacht
to Jim Foster of the Assoclated Press, telling him of our exper-
ience. This was the first news that came to civilization from
the Gslapagos Islands about the Ritters. By giving this first
news I unintentionally started the avalanche of publicity that
has fallen on the Ritters through the past five years. After weeks
of cruising with my six guests, U. J. Herrmann, Charles Hanna,
Jonn Lock, Baker Brownell, George Fox, and L. G. Fitzgersald, and
the crew of the 'Mizpah' among lonely island of the Caribbean and
the tropical Pacific, this seemed a bit of harmless news. Of
the public attention that followed and its eventual effect on
the Ritters there was no foretelling,

¥Then came Dr. Ritter's tragic and still mysterious
death and Dore Strauch's return to Germany. T urged her to set
down the account of her experiences on the island and her brave
life with the man for whom she left home and friends. She has a
marvelous story to tell. It is far stranger and more fascinating
than many an imagined tale of adventure."

The gratitude which Dr. Ritter and Dore Strauch felt
for their rescuers is apparent in a chapter titled "Mizpah" in
which the latter describes the arrival of the yacht.

Describing her first meeting with Commander McDonald,
she said:

"I do not know whether it was because Commander McDonald
happened to arrive Just at the moment of our direct need, so that
he seemed to me, at least, to have been sent direct from Heaven,
but he left an unforgettable memory behind him. His kindness wes
80 tactful and he showed such sincere interest for the human side
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of our experiment, that although we only knew him for an hour or
so, we thought of him as a real friend. As time went on we came
to have a considerable correspondence with the outside world, but
there were no letters that we received with greater pleasure or
looked forward to more eagerly than those from Commender McDonald.

"Only those who believe in blind chance and accident
could think that our encounter with Commander McDonald was for-
tuitous., I know that this wes not so, but thet a role in our
strange story had been allotted to him as definitely and as
clearly as to ourselves. TFor other visitors hed come and gone
without consequences of our meeting, but through this meeting
with Commander McDoneld we were to become known to the world.

The secret of Friedo wes given to the worlda through him, and in
that moment our drema reached a turning-point, perhaps through
his unconscious participstion in 1it,

"We spent the whole afternoon aboard the 'l!izpesh', enjoy-
ing the generous hosvitality of our host. When we told him of our
fear of the robbers we thought were still concealed on Floreansa,
he showed us his own repid-fire rifle. It looked to me so ter-
ribly efficient an instrument of destruction that I said I now
could easily believe that he came from Chicago, where such things,
so we had heard, were put to deily use by ordinary citizens.
Commander McDonald listened with great interest to the description
of our fight against the jungle, and when Frederick said it
would have saved us literally months of labor if we hed only
been able to blast the ground clear, the Commnander said that he
could give us all the dynamite we needed, as well as implements
wilch would greatly lighten our toil. He told us that he had Just
come down from treasure~-hunting on the Cocos Island, for which
purpose he had put a supply of explosives on board. Unfortunately
the party had hed no luck in their romantic seerch, but certainly
the luck was ours in inheriting their surplus storage of dynemite.
Commander McDonald also geve us a2 gun, not such a terrifying one
&8 his, but still sufficient for our needs,

"Later in the afternoon the owner of the black yacht,
with his wife and several of their party, came over to the 'Mizpah'
for a visit., This was Mr. Julius Fleischman. He confirmed what
we hed heard before, that the Galapegos Islands were a fevorite
cruising-place for American yachtsmen.

"Thet day was a dsy of reel deliverence and happlness.
We were almost ashemed to lesve the hospitable 'Mizpah' with all
the things Commander McDonald had insisted upon our tezking with
us - plcks and shovel, all kinds of tools, the fine shotgun, soep
(which was my most essentiesl need), and any quantity of food-
stuffs, As we were about to leave, the blsck yscht sent out e
motorboat with a further lavish supply of things for us, snd when
Frederick and I lended on the besch with 211 these gifts we felt
like the children in the o0ld fairy tale who hed a dreem of
Christmas send woke up to find it 211 come true."

XXX XXXXXX
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HOUSE COMMITTEE DEBATZS FOOD AND DRUGS BILL

The House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee
this week was holding executive sessions on the revised Copeland
Food and Drugs 3Bill which was reported by a sub-committee, and
it was expected the measure will reach the floor in time for a
vote at thls session., Wnether the House willl approve it, and
wvhether Senate and House differences can be adjusted, are con-
Jectural,

The Food and Drug Bill is of vital interest to the
broadcasting industry as about 30 per cent of radio's gross
revenue, or some $25,000,000 in time sales, can be traced to
manufacturers of food, drugs and cosmetics.

While the Wheeler-Rayburn bill to broaden the scope
of the Federal Trade Commission 1s before the same commlttee,
it is doubtful whether it will be reported at this session.

XXXXXXXX

BROOKLYN CASE REHEZARING IS AGAIN PO3STPONED

Previously postponed twice, the so-called "Brooklyn
case" rehearing was deferred until September 39th by the Federal
Communications Commission on May 18th upon request of one of the
participants.

After the FCC had met en banc to hear the complicated
case, Chairman Anning S, Prsll read a telegram from M, Preston
Goodfellow, President of the Brooklyn Daily ZFagle, who explained
that his principal witness, W. Burgess Nesbitt, was confined in
a hospital at Tucson, Ariz.,, with a broken leg. He asked con-
tinuance until September 9th,

Fourteen applications have been combined in the case
that was decided once by the FCC only to be reopened when politi--
cal pressure was applied,

The FCC previously had ordered the deletion of WLTH,
WARD and WVFW, an increase in time for WBBC, and a new construc--
tlon permit for the Brooklyn Daily Zagle to share WBBC's channel.
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KVOS WINS SUPREME COURT REVIEW; FIGHTS FOR LICENSE

Station KVOS, Bellingham, Wash., whose fight over news
broadcasts with the Assoclated Press 1s being watched by both
the broadcasting and the publlishing industries, on May 18th won
another round with the press assocliation when the Unlted States
Supreme Court agreed to review the "news pliracy" case.

At the same time the station opened a fight before
an Examiner of the Federal Communications Commlssion for renewsl
of its license. Charging a political plot to put KVOS off the
alr, witnesses described the progressive-conservative tug-of-war
in Washington,

The score in the ''mews pilracy" case 1s 1 sand 1. The
Federal District Court ruled in favor of the station when the
Assoclated Press apprlied for an injunction to prevent the broad-
castlng of news items from member pspers. Then the Ninth Circult
Court of Appeals reversed the lower court.

XXXXXXXX
COPYRIGHT BILL STILL BURIED; NAB DIRECTOR UNNAMED

Copyright matters were at a standstlll early thls week
as the speclasl sub-committee of the House Patents Committee
appeared deadlocked on copyright legislation, and James W,
Baldwin, Managing Director of the National Association of Broad-
casters, stated he would not select a Director of the proposed
Copyright Bureau before June 1lst.

Frequent meetings have been held by the Lanham sub-
committee on the Duffy, Sirovich, and Dsly Copyright Bills, but
no report has yet been msde to the full Committee. Because of
the lateness of the session and the apparent conflict of opinions,
it is extremely doubtful that the House will act upon any copy-
right propossl this year. -

XXXXXXXXXXX

CBS LEADS NETWORKS IN TIME SALES FOR APRIL

The Columbia Broadcasting System, with times sales of
$1,951,397 for April, led the networks for the month and exceeded
its April, 1935, mark by 20.8 per cent. The April record was
below the March peak of $2,172,382, an all-time high for CBS.

’ NBC-hRed network time sales during April amounted to
$1,762,201, while the NBC-Blue hookup collected $977,175.

X XXXXXXXX
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"QUEEN MARY'" CARRIIZS MAMMOTH COMMUNICATION CENTER

The "Queecn Mary", besides being the lest word in ocesan
liners and pride of Great Britain, possesses one of the greatest
single communication centers in the worla. The whole civilized
world will be 1in almost constant touch with her from the time she
leaves Southampton until she docks in New York.

An idea of the liner's communication equipment may be
gleaned from the following facts about her radic plant:

Four major transmitters and eight receivers, weight
eleven tons; complete emergency unit comparable in power to the
maJor transmitters of many shlps; 31 wave bands; operating capac-
ity of about 150 radicgrams per hour simultanecusly with tele-
phone conversations to America and to Great Britain which may be
passed from either switching point to any part of the world;

14 operators compared to the usual four on octher large vessels;
motor driven lifeboats equipped with radiotelephone as well as
telegraph; and many other features peculiar tc the most compre-
hensive and most versatile marine radic installation ever envis-
ioned,

This mammoth radic plant for the "Queen dary" complete
has been supplied and installed, and will be operated for the
Cunard-White Star line by the International Marine Radio Company,
Ltd., of London, associated company of the International Tele-
phone and Telegraph Corporation,

The four main transmitters on the "Queen Mary" will
conslst of one long wave, continuous wave transmitters; a medium
wave, continuous and modulated continuous wave; and two short
vave transmitters capable of operating either radio-telegraph or
radlotelephone service. The long wave transmitter will cover all
wave lengths between 1875 and 2725 meters with seven "spot"
waves assigned; the medium wave unit 1s to cover 600-800 meters
with four "spot" waves; and the short wave radiotelephone and
radiotelegraph transmitters will cover all wavelengths in the
marine bands between 17 and 96 meters, and each of these units
has ten crystal controlled "spot" waves.

Wave changes from "spot" to "spot" will be made in from
three to five seconds by remote control from the main radio
operating room of the ship., The operators have a dial anperatus
for this purpcse similar to that on the ordinary dial telephone.

The eight receivers are arranged in four operating pos-
itions, divided primerily into long wave, medium wave and two
short wave positions. These rositions, however, are interchange-
able inasmuch as all four provide for telegrapn cperetion on long,
medium and short waves. They are equipped with automatic telegraph
transmitters and recorders for high speed operating. There are

?lsg three spare receivers for use during extracrdinary traffic
oads.
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The room in which the receivers are situated is the mailn
radio operating rcom of the ship. The transmitters, 400 feet dis-
tant to avoid interference with reception, are operated from the
receiving positions and all of the new devices for modulating and
perfecting the telephone transmission and reception are in this
general radlo operating room. Automatlic control of the trans-
mitters 1s duplicated throughout and the entire installation has
been designed for multiplex operation, meaning that each of the
four transmitters can be operated independently or all can be
operated simultaneously. The elght receivers can, of course, be
operated at the same time. Through this multiplex plan of
synchronized operation and the use of the automatic telegraph
equipment, the "Queen Mary" will be able to handle a traffic flow
of approximately 150 radiograms of average length per hour.

The entire apparatus for controlling the ship's radio
throughout 1s concentrated in a battery of ten cabinets extend-
ing over a space of eighteen feet, and complete operation of
the telegraph and telephone services has been provided for with-
out the operators having to change thelr positions or remove
their headphones.

The radiotelephone service will be provided through
either or both of the short wave transmitters. Normally two
radiotelephone calls can be handled simultaneously, one to America
and one to Great Britain, This means that, switching through
New York and London into the world radiotelephone network which
interconnects about 93 percent of all the telenhones in the world,
8 person 1n any of the 500 cabins on the ship will be able to
talk on the telephone with any part of the world. Special tele-
phone booths for the radiotelephone service are also avallable
at convenlent locations on the shin.

Any possibility of eavesdropping on the radiotelephone
conversations with the "Queen Mary" 1s forestalled. The radio-
telephone installation i1s equipped with a scrambling device which
renders the conversations entirely unintelligible until they go
through the receiving stations where they are unscrembled. Neither
party to the conversation will be aware, of course, of the weird
cninge which took place in their spoken words ss they crossed the
water,

An important function of the "Queen dary's" radio will
be the transmission and recaption of broadcasts. The installatic:
includes every device to eliminate interference which might be
caused by the many electrical operations on the ship and to
assure reception of the highest grade. The power of the trans-
mitters makes certaln excellent broadcasting transmission from
the ship. One of the features of the maiden voyage will be a
speclal broadcast to and from the "Queen Mary" with the rest of
the world listening in., This is being arranged by the British
Broadcasting Company.

The radio direction finder is of brand new design. It
has been thoroughly tested at sea. Its bearings under all condi-
tiops have been consistently sharp and its new design makes it
€asler and simpler to operate.
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The maln transmitting aerlal of the "Queen Mary" con-
sists of two parallel wires twelve feet apart extending 600 feet
between the masts. There are eight other aerials, four trens-
mitting and three receiving, and a special 600 metre transmit-
ting and receiving aerial for the emergency equipment, .

This emergency installation which is as powerful as
the main radio on many other vessels is a completely self-con-
tained unit for use in the event of trouble so major as to affect
the main power supply. The radio power plant itself is dupli-~
cated throughout to forestall any possibility of mechanical
fallure. The emergency transmitter and receliver operste from a
large accumulator battery which 1s, of course, entirely inde-
pendent of the ship's power plant.

Two motor driven lifeboats, in addition to being
equipped with radiotelegraph sets, have a radiotelephone installa-
tion as well, which provides a second and alternative means of
communication. This lifeboat radiotelephone set is especially
robust and it can be operated without difficulty by unskilled
persons. It i1s substantially the same kind of equipment supplied
to trawlers and other boats of similar size which do not carry a
professional operator.

In its rediotelegraph communicstion with the United
States the "Queen Mary" will operate, for the most part, with
the coastal stations of the Mackay Radio and Telegraph Company.
The service in the main will be conducted through the Mackay
redio station (WSL) at Sayville, L.I., and the new station (WSE)
st Amagansett, Montauk Point, L.I. Both of these powerful
marine transmitters are operated by remote control from the
Mackay radio recelving center and concentrated operating depart-
ment at Southampton, snd Southamoton is connected by a group of
direct wires with the main operating centre of Mackay radio in
the International Telephone and Telegraph Building at 67 Broad
Street, New York City. The stations at Rockland, Maine, and West
Palm Beach, Fla., will be used alsoc to provide the most direct
possible service to points in New England and in the South,

XXX XXXXX
NEW DEVICE RECORDS 18 HOUR PROGRAM FOR $4

Considerable enthuslasm wes shown at results of a test
of a new recording device made in the presence of engineers at
the Federel Communications Commission recently. It was said that
the recording was taken down on what looked like a motion picture
film and that the process was mechanical throughout. Frank A.
Vanderlip was reported to be backing the proposition.

~ It was said that an 18 hour program could be recorded
On a cylinder not much bigger than a svool of thread and at the
low cost of §4 for the entire 18 hours, o
"Our engineers seemed to be 100 percent for it" a high
official of the Commission said in discussing the test, "and I
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can see the time when every broadcasting station might have
something like this as a log. It would be invaluable in refut-
ing charges as to libelous statements, etc.

"Also it seems to me the recording device has un-
limited possibilities outside the broadcasting field. It could
be used for reporting court hesrings and trials and, in fact,
anywhere that stenographic proceedings are necessary."

XXXXXXXXXX
CHILDREN CRITICAL OF CERTAIN COMMERCIAL PROGRAMS

Children at the age of 10 and 11 develop an extreme
dislike to many of the commercial redio programs presented to
ettract thelr interest and some of these programs have a "bad
effect" upon them, according to a report of the Parent-Teachers
Association of the Lincoln School of Columbia University, mede
public May 18th in New York City.

After questioning twenty-two Lincoln Schocl children
of "above the average ability" to find out what they liked and
aisliked on the radio, a committee of mothers end teachers
reported that the young persons enjoyed most the nolses and
musical effects achleved in "Popeye, the Sailor Man", although
there were objections to the fact that Popeye alWays turned out
to be a hero,

A similerity of attitude on the part of the youngsters
toward certain tyves of programs also was noted. It was dis-
closed that they disapproved most of the presentations known as
"Omar the Mystic", "Buck Rogers", and "Uncle Don."

The committee criticized particularly the advertising
of cathartics, holding it to be "bad policy, instilling as it
might in untutored minds, vicious and unheslthy habits." The
report noted, however, that the childaren soon learned not to
teke most of the advertising sericusly, end, in fect, "played
games to see which one could tune the advertising olug out most
accurately, "

Programs that the children liked were "Wilderness Roced",
end "News of Youth." They also enjoyed Southern songs, simple
melodies and folksongs, drematization of history snd most humor.
While they approved of smzll amounts of "serious music", there
wes general dislike for symphonic music.

; The committee recommended drematizstion of "Tom Sewyer",
The Swiss Family Robinson" and similer books. It also suggested
that yaung perons would like "certaein operettas, band pileces and
songs.

X XXX XXXX
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DISTRIBUTORS OF FOUR RADIO MANUFACTURERS MEZT

Enthusisstic and well-attended meetings of distributors
were held last week and over the pest week-end by four radio
manufacturers,

The Zenith Radio Corporstion's meeting drew about 350
persons to Chicago for a three-day session, beginning Thursday,
The 1937 line of receivers was introduced after Commander Z. F,
MeDonala, Jr., opened the conventlon. Headquarters was at the
Stevens Hotel,

Meeting at the same time in Chicago, at the Edgewester
Beach Hotel, were between 600 and 700 RCA Victor redio distri-
butors and salesmen from 2ll sections of this country and
several forelgn nations, . T. Cunninghem, President of the
RCA Manufacturing Co., opened the convention. The 1937 models
were on displeay.

An acdvance showing of the 1937 Crosley line of
receivers was held in Cincinnati a week earlier with 150
officisls and representatives of the Crosley Redio Corp. on hand,

Some 800 Philco Radio & Television Corp. distributors
and salesmen boarded the "Monarch of ZBermuda" on Friday for an
eight-dry meeting while cruising to Havana, Cuba. The 1937
line of sets were to be displayed aboard the pleasure ship, and
a veried program of entertainment was scheduled.

X XXX XXXXX
CONGRESSMAN'S SON WINS STATION FOR TEZXAS TOWN

The little town of Abilene, Texas, is to have a 100-
watt broadcasting station, to operate on 1420 kc., as the result
of an appearance before a Federsl Communications Commission
Examiner of the son of a member of Congress in opposition to
two Washington lawyers.

The Commission has confirmed the Examirer's recommendéa-—
tilon that the Reporter Broadcasting Co., be given a construction
permit, At the same time i1t denied the rival application of
William O, Ansley, Jr.

Matthews Blanton, son of Representative Thomes L.
Blenton (D.), of Abilene, appeared as sole counsel for the
Reporter Broadcasting Co., while Paul V. Segel ané George S.
Smith were counsel for Ansley.
XXXXXXXXX
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RADIO TELEGRAPHISTS DENIED CTA MEMEERSHIP

An application of the American Radio Telegraphists'
Association for membership in the Commercial Telegraphers'
Association has been temporarily rejected, it was announced
this week by Frank B. Powers, international president of the
commercial group.

In a letter to Hoyt S. Haddock, President of the A.R.T.2&
which comprises radio operators on merchant ships, Mr. Powers
points out that "recent developments make it appear that there
is a wide divergence" between the methods and volicies of the
two groups insofar as participation in the internal disputes
of other groups is concerned.

Mr. Powers explains the "diversgence" by citing the
alleged alignment of the A.R.T.A., with the striking element of
the International Seamen's Union of New York. Mr. Powers also
cites Mr. Haddock's request that the commercial group declare
a boycott against the Mackay Radiomarine Corporation because
of its alleged refusal to carry out the recommendation of the
National Labor Relations Board that members of A.R.T.A. who
have been discharged be re-employed.

X XXX XXX

INDUSTRY NOTES

Thomas W, Berger has been appointed General Sales
Manager of the Crosley Radio Corporation,

The International Television Radio Corp., Jersey City,
N.J,, has filed with the Securities & Exchange Commission in
Washington, D, C., a registration of the issuance of 1,000,000
shares of $§1 par value common capital stock. The stock is to
be offered at $1.60 a share with proceeds to be used for the
purchase of equipment and the development of apparatus,

A suit brought by Aerovox Corporation, of Brooklyn,
N.Y., against Micamold Radio Corp. for infringement of two of
i1ts patents for electrolytic condensers, was decided in favor
of Aerovox Corporation in a decision handed down May 14th by
Judge Marcus B. Campbell of the Federsl Court for the EZastern
District of New York. The decision was in fsvor of Aerovox
Corp. on all claims involved in the suit and an injunction and
an accounting was ordered, These patents had been previously
held valid and infringed by the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
in the Southern District of New York. 1In the present suit the
Micamold Radio Corp. alleged newly discovered evidence. Judge
Campbell found such new evidence irrelevant,

X XXX XXXX - 12 -
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MILLS SAYS NAB PLAN WILL BE BAD FOR RADIO AND ASCAP

Making his first public statement on the move of the
Netional Assoclation of Broadcasters to organize a Copyright Bureau
with the aim of adopting a per plece method of vaying copyright
fees, E. C. Mills, General Manager of the Americen Soclety of
Composers, Authors and Publishers, predicted that the scheme will
prove a '"headache" both to brcadcasters and copyright owners.

The statement was made excluslvely to the Heinl Radio
News Service in answer to an inquiry as to his opinion. Mr. Mills
emphasized that the views expressed are personal and do not repre-
sent the attitude of ASCAP, necessarily.

"There is no question but that in theory the 'per piece
method' 1s the most sclentific and intelligent of all possible
methods which might be devised whereunder users of copyrighted
music in public performances for profit would make payment to the
owners of the copyrights thus used", he said.

"It is, of course, perfectly apparent that under such a
plan the different and respective copyright owners could and would,
each of them, fix his own schedule of tariffs for the use of his
compositions, and the terms to govern payments to be made by each
different class of stations. Each copyright owner could then
elect whether he would license the use of a work direct to the
broadcaster, and if so, at what price, or direct to the advertiser
(in the case of sponsored programs) and at what price. The copy-
right owner could then decide individually whether his rate would
be higher for a use on a sponsored program than for a use on a
sustaining program; and of course each copyright owner could and
would decide whether he desired his royalty returns to be made
monthly or quarterly or semi-annually, etc.; and the individual
copyright owner could and would decide what form of assurance he
desired for prompt and satisfactory accountlngs, royalty statements
and remittances to be made by each station, as well as the form of
certification to be made by the station as to the correctness of
the royalty statements as rendered.

"On the other hand, the broadcasting station, upon receipt
from the respective copyright owners of thelr catalogues, or in
receipt from the NAB or some other agency of an index te copyright-
ed compositions, is then under the necessity of

"(1) Establishing in his station a more or less complete
index of copyrighted musical compositions, showing on
sach card the current price or prices for a use or
varlous kinds of uses of each copyrighted work;
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"(2) Building programs with reference to the royalty
cost of such programs - and this would mean a care-
ful advance checking of everything to be played;

"(3) <tach and every program of musical content would
need to be very carefully and accurately listed
by the station, item by item, and from these list-
Ings and the necessary transfers made to the books
of account of credits accruing to the various
copyright owners; and

"(4) At the customary accounting periods, royalty state-
ments would have to be prepared by the station
elther to the individual copyright owners, or a
consolidated statement rendered through ASCAP
(depending upon whatever final arrangements were
made), and these would have to be certified and
forwarded with royalty cheque to cover,

"While on the one hand I am prepared instantly to agree
that this is the scientiflc manner in which to properly account
for the use of copyrighted music, yet I seriously question
whether in the long run it is going to be a goocd thing for elther
the broadcasters or the copyright owners. It 1s an absolute
certainty that the cost of usling copyrighted music will be very
substantially increased for every stetion; and that there will be
in addition a very substantial waste of money now not being spent
Dy stations, incident to the employment of expert copyright and
accounting personnel,

"Moreover, in the interests of broadcasting as an art,
I question the wisdom of subjecting program directors to the
economic pressure of bullding theilr programs as cheaply as pos-
sible from the musical standpoint, for the reascn that ultimately
this must have an adverse effect upon the quality of broadcast
programs. Obviously, each program director is going to be
anxious to show a minimum cost for copyrighted music royalties,
and the natural economic pressure will result in his use of
cheaper music. Obviously, too, the copyright owners will pricc
their more desirable works substantially higher than their
mediocre or ‘run-of-the-mill' compositions,

"The final influence of the 'per plece method' must
therefore be to cheapen the quality of programs while at the same
time substantially increasing the cost of using copyrighted music.
At present the stations have the free use of a very substantisl
repertoire, ownership of which is vested in copyright owners not
at this time demanding any fees. It requires no gift for prophecy
to assure broadcasters that if and when they do pay on & 'per
piece basis', they will, of course, pay for every piece they use.

"The proposed system would require a most careful
advance checking, not now being made by a great many stations, &as
to the actual copyright ownership of compositions included 1in
thelr programs; and it is to be remembered that a careful record
will have to be made then of everything played, and that record
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will be in such form that if subpoenaed for an alleged infringe-
ment the station would by its own record confess the infringement
and have no defence whatsoever,

"What I am saying here 1s my own personal statement,
and does not represent the views of ASCAP. I am perfectly cap-
able of advising the broadcasters - hundreds of whom are my
warm personal friends, Just as honestly for their own good, as
I am of advising ASCAP for 1ts good, because I realize that
whether the brosdcasters like or nct, and whether the copyright
owners are pleased or not, the twc have got to live together -
and they might as well do it without constantly barking at each
other like a couple of bulldogs. The broadcasters are going to
continue to have to pay copyright owners for the use of their
product, and the copyright owners are going ton have to continue
to find thelr best market for performing rights licenses in the
broadcasters as long as broadcasting maintains its present posi-
tion of popularity. And so far as anyone can see now, there
is no prospect of a diminution in that.

"Certain elements among the brosdcasters are probably
going to persevere 1in thelr request for the fancied freedom of
opportunity to use what they want when they want 1t snd pay for
1t as they please. But I do not mind making the statement right
now, that if, as and when the 'per piece method' does finally
go into general use the broadcasters will hsve their first real
'headache' in connection with the use of copyrighted music.

"In this very brief and hurried statement I have not
had opportunity to analyze the subject fully." .7

e

XXX XXXXXX
—

Renewal of the license of WSMB, New Orleans, for opera-
tion on 1320 kc., with 1 KW power, unlimited hours, was recommendec
to the Federal Communications Commission this week by Examiner
George H. Hill, The renewal was proposed witheut restriction of
radiation towards Des Moines, Ia., as requested by KERNT,

An increase in power from 250 watts to 1 KW for WDBO,
Orlando, Fla., was recommended to the Federal Communications
ommission this week by Examiner Walker on condition that the
transmitter is moved and the application of WCHS, Charleston,
Va., also on 580 kc., is also given a permit to use 1 KW,

XXXXXXXXX

- 4 -



5/22/36

RADIO ADVERTISZRS WIN IN NEW FOOD-DRUGS BILL -

Broadcast advertising, as well as that of newspapers
and periodicals, would remain under supervision of the Federal
Trade Commission, rather than be transferred to the Food and Drug
Administration in a modified Pure Foocd and Drug Bill reported to
the House May 20th by the Interstate and ¥Yoreign Commerce Committee.

An attempt will be made to call up the bill before
adJournment, but sponsors hold little hope of its passage, or at
least of an agreement with the Senate, before adjournment,

Most food, drug and cosmetic manufacturers asked that
the Federal Trade Commission retain Jurisdiction over advertising.
A provision 1s included in the House bill, however, which broadens
the authority of the FTC by permitting it to start proceedings
with the aim of protecting the consumer without waiting for a
complaint to be filed as under current laws.

About 30 per cent, or $25,000,000 annually, of the
revenue of networks and broadcasting statlions can be traced to
the food, drug and cosmetic industries.

XXXXXXXXX
SCRIPPS—~HOWARD TO COIPETE WITH HEARST IN RADIO FIELD

Just as 1t competes with William Randolph Hearst in the
newspaper field, the Scripps-~-Howard chain plans to broaden its
string of broadcasting stations, 1t was disclosed at a recent
hearing before the Federal Communications Commission,

Sceripps-Howard, through Continental Radio Company, now
owns and operates WCPO at Cincinnatl and WNOX at Knoxville, Tenn.,
and has filed applicatlons to build and operate stations at
Toledo and Columbus, O. Hearst Rsdio, Inc., now owns eight out-
lets and 1s awaiting FCC approval of the purchase of two more.

James Hanrahan of the Continental Radio Cempany, appear-
ing as a witness in the Toledo applicetion, said that Scripps-
Howard will operate stations in cities where it has papers
providing adequate public service is not being furnished by
existing stations,

XXXXXXXXXX
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CBS ANALYZES LISTENING HABITS OF MOTORISTS

With more than 3,000,000 family automobiles equipped
with radlo recelvers and an expectation that this number will
reach 5,000,000 before the end of 1936, the Columbia Broadcast-
ing System has Jjust 1issued the first analysis of this new horde
of listeners, who above all assure a steady radio audience in
the hot Summer months,

"Three million families, and cver, is a sizeable
circulation in any man's language", commented Victor M, Ratner,
Sales Promotion Manager of CBS. "In the automobile listening
habits of these families you find a new index to the vitality
of radio,"

Ten questions were asked of the autec-radic set owners,
and from the answers the following data was obtailned:

Average Weekday listening to auto-rzdioc., . 2.6 hrs. per day
Aversge Sunday listening to auto-radio . . 3.2 hrs, per day
Average number of Listeners per suto-radio . . . . . . . 2.7

% of owners who tune-in radios whild driving

in Evening . . . . . . . 90.6%

in Afterneon . . . . . . 62.1%

in Morning . . ., . . . 61.3%

% of auto-radios used equally the Year-'Found . . . . 47.5%
used more in Summer . . . . . . . 46,9%

use more in Winter ., . . . . . . . 5. 6%

% of auto-listeners who discover New programs . . . 77.4%
% of auto-listeners who follow Familiar proygrams, , . 86.9%

Price class of automobiles checked 1in this study:

$1,000 and under , . e e e 64, 7%
$1,000-$2,000 . .. . . « « . . . 33, 3%
$2,000-83,000. .+ . 4 v 4 . 4 s 1.2%
#3,000 and over. . .. . 8%

The first question, "How long do you listen to your
automobile radio per week-dsy?" disclosed that 7,9 per cent tuned
in six hours or more, while larger groups used these mobile sets
filve, four, three, and two hours.

While the average number of listeners per set is 2.7,
Dany owners interviewed reported audiences of five or more,

Some of the random comments scribbled on the question-
naires are as interesting as the figures. For instance:
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"I find 1t helpful in reducing the amount of backseat
driving, "

"Don't have to worry about getting home for specilal
programs. "

"When 1t's hot we sit in the car rsther than use the
house radio."

"I'm convinced 1t makes night-driving much safer.
Keeps me from falling asleep."

XXXXXXXXX
ZONE AND INTER-ZONE POLICE STATIONS AUTHORIZED

Paving the way for a broadening of the polilce radio
communication service, the Telegraph Division of the Federsl
Communications Commission this week modified its rules (325 to
338, inclusive, ana 348) to provide for establishment of two
new classes of statlons.,

The new transmitters are to be labelled zone and
inter-zone police statlons. Nine frequencies have been set
aside and a radio operating procedure has been established. The
United States has been divided into zones. Zone boundaries,
tentatively, are to coinclide with State boundaries although
departures from this plan mey be authorized,

Stations within a zone, in general, may communicate
only with each other, If a message 1s to be transmitted to a
point within another zone, 1ts normal channel is through a
central station within the zone, known as the interzone police
station, to the interzone police station in the zone of destina-
tion for final delivery.

In order to permit the immediate establishment of this
system of message dlstribution the present rules with regard to
municlpal and State police stations have been modified to permit
those stations to operate as zone police stations to handle
emergency police message traffic until suitable rediotelegreph
sppraratus has been installed. This authorization expires January
1, 1938, at which time the radiotelevhone relay of messages will
be prohibited.

Coples of the revlised rules and regulations are being
furnished all police departments now authorized to use radio
equipment and may be obtalned by others upon request.

XXXXX XXX
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PICKARD TO RETIRE AS CBS VICE-PRESIDENT

Sam Pickard, long a prominent figure in broadcasting,
will retire from active service and as Vice-President of the
Columbia Broadcasting System in charge of stastion reletions at
the end of this month. It is understocod he will remasin on the
network payroll as consultant until the end of 1936.

The retirement is reporteda to be aue to ill health
and a desire to get away from the strain of active business.
Mr. Pickard will spend much of his'time now on a farm he has pur-
chased in North Carolina.

The first Secretery of the o0ld Federel Rsdio Commission,
Mr. Pickard later became & Commissioner. A pioneer in the field
of farm ana educational programs, he came to Washington as head
of the radio service of the Department of Agriculture. He hes
at various times owned, in whole or in part, Stations WDRC,
Hartford; CKLW, Detroit-Windsor; WKRC, Cinecinneti; and WGST,
Atlanta.

XXX XXXXX
MACKAY SEEKS TO EXPAND FOREIGN RADIO SERVICE

Although the Federal Communicstions Commisslion has not
yet decided the ticklish question of whether to grant the appli-
cation of the Mackay Radio & Telegreph Co., to establish point-to-
point communication with Oslo, Norway, the Mackey Company this
week filed two more applications with the FCC for expansion of
its foreign services,

The ¥CC has given no indication when it will rule on
the Oslo case, which will establish a precedent by deciding
whether Mackay is to be permitted to compete with R.C.A. Communi-
cations, Inc., for world radio communications trade,

Some of the points which Mackay asks permission to
Join to its radio services are: Vienna, Vatican City, Copenhagen,
Budapest, Prague, Maarid, Buenos Alres, Lima and Bogota (Colombia).

XXXXXXXXXX
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FCC ADOPTS NEW RULES FOR STATIONS OUTSIDE 550-1500 KC,

Bringing 1ts rules in eccord with the changes made in
the high frequency allocations (See Mey 15 issue), the Broesdcast
Division of the Federsl Communications Commission on Msy 2lst
issued new regulations governing all broadcest stations except
the ordinery outlet for entertainment over the alr, opersting on
the band 550 to 1500 ke,

The stations affected by the new rules are:

Relay broadcest stations (formerly broadcast pickup stations).

International brosdcest stetions (formerly experimentel
relay stations).

Visuel broedcast stations, including television and facsimile,

High~-frequency broadcest stations (formerly general experi--
mentel stations authorized to operete as broadcast
stations),

Experimental broesdcast stations.

Special broadcast stations (formerly experimental broadcast
stations on the frequencies of 1530, 1550 and 1570 kilo-
cycles),

So that the new regulatlons and allocations may be
understood by all stations concerned, the FCC hes called an infor-
mal engineering conference for June 18th to which all licensees
affected are invited.

These rules provide certain new restrictions and prin-
ciples of operation. All outstancing rules concerning these sta-
tions which are in conflict with the new rulss are automatically
cancelled,

The name "relay" broadcast statlon now applies to sta-
tions which were formerly called broadcast pickup stations. The
new name "relay" 1s considered more in keeping with the actual
service rendered by these stations. In the future these statlons
will be licensed only to the holders of regular -broadcast station
licenses. Two groups of frequencies sre provided, one in the
medlum frequency band and the other in the very high frequency
band. In both groups the licensees are required to notify the
Commission two days before each operation for the purpose of
relaying programs to be broadcast. Certain of the frequencies in
the medium frequency band have bsen changed by two kilocycles to
provide better frequency separation from other services.

The name "international" broadcast station now applies
to those stations which were formerly called experimental relay
statlons., These stations are llcensed for international service.

The frequency bands 2000 to 2100 kilocycles and 1750 to
2850 kilocycles have been dropned for the television service,
Experience to date has shown that a satisfactory picture in keeping
with the development of the art cannot be transmitted successfully
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in these narrow bands. The stations now assigned these frequen-
cies which are carrying on active programs of research and experi-
mentation will be assigned specific frequencles in the bands
42,000 to 56,000 kilocycles and 60,000 to 86,000 kilocycles. One
license will authorize both the visual and aural broadcast,

High-frequency broadcast stations will be required to
carry on active programs of research to hold a license. Licensees
not carrying on this active program cannot be consldered as mak-
ing proper usage of the assignment and full consideration will be
glven at the time of the renewal of license.

Experimental broadcast statlions are provided for specif-
ic experimentation along lines other than those prescribed by
other broadcast rules. Certain frequencies throughout the entire
useful radio spectrum are made available for this purpose by Rule
229 as modified.

The name "special broadcast station" applies to stations
formerly named "experimental" stations licensed to operate on the
frequencies of 1530, 15850, and 1570 kllocycles. The new rules
provide that all rules that apply to regular broadcast stations
(Rules 69 to 181, inclusive) shall soply to special brosdcast
stations. This means that these stations must have frequency
monitors, moaulation monitors, protected equipment, etec,

XXX XXXXX
CRUSE TO BE CHIZF SPEAKER AT RMA CONVENTION

Andrew W. Cruse, Chief of thz Tlectricel Division,
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, will be the principel
speaker at the annusl convention of the Radio Manufecturers'
Association at the Stevens Hotel, Chicego, June 17-19, Bond Geddes,
Executive Vice-~President, announced this week.

Mr. Cruse wlll explain how the Department of Commerce
1s opening new markets and aiding redio manufacturers to expend
their forelgn trade. He will speak on June 19th,

Leslie F. Muter, President of the RMA, will make his an-
nual report on the same day, and John W, Van Allen, General Counsel,
will spesk. An elaborate dinner, with cabaret entertainment, is
scheduled for the night of June 18th,

XXX XX XXXX
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NEWSPAPZR HZLD ABOVE RADIO IN EDUCATION

The daily newspsaper was called supreme es a broadcast-
ing agency in the fiela of adult eaucation, while the radaioc was
regarded as a yet undeveloped instrument of educators at the
closing sessions Mey 21st of the Americen Associstion for Adult
Education in New York City.

The press a2s a medium for the disseminetlon of science
was appreised by Frenk Thone, editor in biology, Science Service,
while in another sectional meeting, Levering Tyson, director, and
Williem J. Donovan, treasurer, of the Netional Advisory Council
on Fedio 1n Zducetlion spocke of the lmnortance of the redio in
the spread of knowledge,

Mr. Tyson noted that it wes a commonplace for & radlo
speaker to state that "broadcesting is the most imvortent social
phenomenon since the invention of printing." He agre=sd thet
this wes llkely true.

"It 1s a2lso true, no doubt", he continusd, "thet when
Gutenberg and Clexton were fussing sround with the first moveble
type, they did not anticivste the social effects of their inven-
tion. They could not realize the dynemic soclial power the wide
distribution of printed materisls would unlessh in the twentieth
century by means of the book, the newspaper, the tebloid and the
pulp megazine. Todey we are in en esnslogous position."

XXXXX XXX
ASCAP AIDING STATIONS IN DEFENDING W-B SUITS

The Americen Soclety of Composers, Authors and Pub-
lishers, through its Legel Division, heeded by Nathen Burkan,
1s helping broadcasters defend themselves against copyright
infringement sults filed by the Werner Brothers music publishing
houses, James W. Baldwin, Managing Dirsctor of the National
Association of Broadcasters, dlsclosed this week.

About 135 actions started by Warner Brothers have been
referred to the ASCAP Legal Division, he said, on the basis of
provision in ASCAP-station contracts in which the Soclety agrees
to defend the licensee. After ASCAP prepares the answer in each
sult, it returns the document to the station with the request
that it be filed by locel counsel.

X XXX XXXX

- 11 -



5/22/36

::: INDUSTRY NOTZS

The Telegraph Division of the Federal Communications Com-
mission on May 19th approved the following Rule:

"241 (a): Upon application being made, the Commission
may grant a license or modificetion of license for fixed public
press service to authorize secondary use of the assigned frequency,
or freguencies, for transmission of multiple-eddress mecssages
simultaneously to two or more fixed points, in asccordance with the
provisions of Rule 232. The points to which such transmission is
authorized need not be named either generslly or specifically in
the license, provided the apvlicant maskes satisfactory showing
that (a) the public interest, convenience or necessity will be
served thereby, and {b) such transmission will not interfere with
the fixed public press service to the primery fixed point or points
of communicatlion designated in the license. After such application
1s made and granted, specific authorizetion for trensmission to
each new pointshall be contingent upon the licensee's immediate
notification to the Commission of the first transmission to said
voint and the location of the station or stations from which such
transmission is made, and shall continue to the expiration dete of
whe sald station license or licenses unless within thirty deys the
‘icensee 1s otherwise notified by the Commission,"

e e g Ve e e s S s o

False and misleading representations in advertising an
electric comb designed for use in treating the hailr and scelp sare
alleged in a complaint issued by the Federal TradeCommission against
G. Lindholm Co., Inc., 316 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, N, Y. The
respondent company in radio brosdcasts, newspapers and other adver-
tising matter made assertsions which are untrue.

The British Brosdcasting Corporstion reports the follow--
ing appointments for the television station at Alexandra Palace:
Hyam Greenbaum, Muslc Director; Stephen K. Thomas and Dalles Bower,
producers; Harry Pringle and Peter Bex, stage managers; Maj. L. G.
Barbrook, film producer; and G. More O'Ferrall, Assistant Producer.

A resolution asking thet the Federal Communications Com-
mission investigate the three Houston radio stations to determine
1f they are operating in violation of the Federsl anti-monopoly
laws was adopted last week by the Texas State Federation of Labor
in_annual convention. The resolution also asked cancellation of
raalo station KXYZ's license for allegedly "ousting" Dr. William
States Jacobs, Houston's labor pastor, from his weekly program
recently,

XX XXX XXXXX
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May 26, 1936.
POWER OF POLICE STATIONS NOW BASED ON POPULATION

Transmitting power of municipal police stations will
henceforth be based upon the population of the clties concerned
under rules adopted by the Telegraph Division of the Federsl Com-
munications Commission and Just issued in text.

The power range is from 50 watts for cities of under
100,000 residents to 500 watts for "over 700,000", The maximum
power for inter-zone and zone police stations will be 500 watts
also, whereas State police stations will be permitted to use
5,000 watts in daytime hours and 1,000 watts at night.

Anticipating much more extensive police radio communi-
catlon networks than at present, and opening the way for a
nation-wide system that will aid in the speedy aporehension of
criminals crossing State lines, the Telegraph Division has com-
pletely rewritten Rules 325 to 338, inclusive, and Rule 348,
substituting the following:

325. The term "emergency service'" means a radlocommuni-
cation service carrled on for emergency purposes.

326a. The term "municipal police station" means a sta-
tion used by a municipal or county police department for emergency
radlotelephone service with mobile police units.

b. The term "State police station" means a station
used by a State Police Department primarily for emergency radio-
telephone service with mobile police units,

327a. The term "interzone police station" means a ste-
tion used by a Police Department for rsdlotelegraph communication
(a) with similarly licensed stations in adjacent zones (in general
zone boundaries coincide with State boundaries. However, the
Commission may require two or more States to be included in a
zone or divide a State into two or more zones, depending upon
geographic and economic conditions) or with the nearest interzone
police station, in case there 1s no similsrly licensed station
in the adjacent zone, (b) with stations within the zone, and (c)
with mobile police units equipped for radiotelegraph reception.

b. The term "zone police station" means a station
used by Police Departments for radiotelegraph communicstion (a)
with stations within the zone, (b) with mobile police units equip-
ped for radiotelegraph reception, and (c¢) with stations in
adjJacent zones, provided, in each case, express permission of the
interzone stations in control of communications is obtained in
accordance with the operating procedure prescribed by the
Commission,
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328a. Authorizations for police radio stations will
be issued only to instrumentalities of Government.

b. In general only the licensees of State and
Municipal police stations may be granted authorizations to oper-
ate zone or 1interzone police statlions.

c. Authorizations for interzone police stations will
not be issued for more than one station within a zone.

d, Authorizations for zone and interzone police
stations may be granted specifying equipment authorized for use
by Municipal or State police stetions provided that the radio-
telegraph use of such equipment is on a secondary basis, and that
the equlpment 1s so designated that the frequency can be changed
without delay.

329, The maximum power to be assigned for the use of
Municipal police stations will be based on the latest official
population figures of the Department of Commerce for the area to
be served in accordance with the following table:

Population Power, Watlts
Under 100,000 . . . . . . . « .« « . . 50
100,000 to 200,000 . . . . . . . . . . 100
200,000 to 300,000 . . . . . . . . . . 180
300,000 to 400,000 . . .+ +« .« . . 200
400,000 to 500,000 . . « « « . . 200
200,000 to 600,000 . . . 300
600,000 to 700,000 . R . . . . 400
Over 700,000 . a a ¢ . . . . 500

330a, In the event that the amount of power allocated
above 1s insufficient to afford reliasble coverage over the desired
service area, the Commission may authorize the use of additional
stations of the same or less power, or upon proper showing being
made, may suthorize such additional power as may be necessary but
not to exceed 500 watts.

b, The maximum power to be assigned for the use of
interzone and zone police stations shall be 500 watts.

c. The maximum power to be assigned for the use of
State police stations shall be 5000 wetts during the period from
sunrise to sunset and 1000 watts from sunset to sunrise,

33l. An application for an authorization for a Munici-
pal police station to serve two or more municipalities shall be
gupported by sworn copies of agreements made between the proposed
licensee and the contiguous municipalities. Such agreements shall
show that the applicant is required to furnish emergency police
radio service to the contiguous municipalities and that the con-
tiguous municipalities agree to accept such service and not to
request individual authority to operate municipal police radio
transmitting stations, '
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332, The transmitters of municipal and State police
station shall be modulated not less than 85 percent nor more
than 100 percent on peaks,

333. The frequencles allocated to all clesses of
police stations are assigned for use within specified geographi-
cal boundaries. All licensees within those boundaries shsll
cooperate in the use of the asslgned frequency.

334. The following frequenclies are allocated for use
by State and Municipal police stations:

#1610 1658 #1706 #2342 #2390 2450
*1626 1666 ¥1712 " *2350 2406 2458
¥1634 1674 #2310 *2358 2414 2466
#1642 1682 #2318 #2366 2422 2474
#1690 #2326 #2374 2430 2482
#1698 #2334 2382 2442 2490

#Available on condition that no interference is caused to
Canadian stations.

335. The frequency 190 kilocycles 1s sllocated for use
by State police stations for radiotelegresph communicetion,

336, The frequencies allocated for point-to-point
radlotelegraph communication by zone and interzone police sta-
tions are:

For interzone communicstion (Aveilable to interzone stations
and z?ne police stations designated es alternste interzone sta-
tions);

2808 working¥ 9135 day only working
2812 working 5140 day only* working
2804 calling¥ 5195 day only¥* calling

For zone communication (Aveilable to interzone and zone
police stations):

2040 working
2044 working
2036 calling

Celling frequencies herein allocated may be used for the
transmission of operating signals esnd a single short ratioctelegranm
provided no interference is caused to call signals.

* These frequecnies are available on a secondary basis for
zone communicetion by zone stations separated from other zone ste-
tions by a distance greater than the communication range of the
frequencies regularly assigned for zone communication. The term
"day" as used herein mesns that period of time between two hours
after local sunrise and two hours before local sunset.
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337a. State and Municipel police stations, 2lthough
licensed primarily for communication with mobile police units, may
trensmit emergency messages to other mobile units such as fire
department vehicles, private ambulances and repair units of public
utilities, in those cases which require cooperation or coordina-
tion with police activities. 1In addition, such stations may com-
municate among themselves provided (1) that no interference is
caused to the mobile service, and (2) that communication is limit-
ed to places between which, by reeson of their close proximity,
the use of police radiotelegraph stations 1s impracticable., Stete
and Municipal police stations shall not engage in point-to-point
radlocommunication beyond the good service range of the transmit-
ting station or transmit or handleg communications requiring rsdio-
telephone relay; provided, however, that pencding the installetion
end licensing of the equipment authorized by Rule 328d, but in
no event after January 1, 1938, such stetlons may operate as zone
police stations using type A3 emission on their regularly assigned
frequencies, subject to the condition that no interference is
caused to the mobile service. Point-to-polnt communication between
stations 1in the same local telephone exchange area 1s likewise
prohibited unless the messages to be transmitted are of immediate
importance to mobile units,

b. Zone and interzone volice stations shall be
operated only for the transmission of dispatches of an emergency
nature relating to police business between police agencies, using
the operating procedure prescribed by the Commission,

338. Police stations licensed for cmergency service
nay be used for the transmission of test messages not to exceed
two minutes in each half-hour period. Before making any test
transmission, the licenses shall make certain thet no interference
will result to reception in other locations,

348, Each licensee shall maintain adequate records of
the operation of the station, including: (a) House of operation;
(b) Nature and time of each transmission; (c) Name of operator
on duty at the transmitter.

In addition, the records of zone and interzone police
stations shall be maintained in accordance with the operating
procedure prescribed by the Commission.

XXXXXXXXX

Examiner John P, Bramhall thls week recommendea to the
Federal Communications Commission that WPHK, Petersburg, Va.,
be granted a renewal of license and be denied a construction per-
mit to move to Richmond, Va. At the same time he urged denial of
an application from the Petersburg Brosdcasting Co. for the
facilities of WPHR.

X XXXXXXX
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REDUCTIONS IN RATES FOR OVEZRSEAS TELZPHONE SERVICE

The American Telephone and Telegraph Company announces
that 1t has today (Tuesdey, May 26) filed with the Federsl Com-
munications Commission reduced rates to be effective July 1 for
telephone calls from all places in the United States to most
foreign countries. Unaer the new schedule three-minute calls
from the eastern seaboard cities to Paris and London will be
reduced from $30 to $21 in the day time, and the Sunday and night
charge will be $15. Reductlions will apply to 45 of the 67 coun-
tries which may be reached from Bell System televhones. Negotia-
tions are under way looking to reductions on charges for overseas
calls to other countries. The reductions being made anply to day
rates, to night rates, and introduces a reduced rate on Sunday.
Reducations will also be made in rates from the United States to
Cuba, which 1s reached by deep sea cable.

Under the new schedules, three-minute telephone calls
to countries in Europe will be reduced by $9 on week-days, $6 at
night and $15 on Sunday, Thre'e-minute calls to the countries of
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, Peru and Urugusy, South Americs,
will also be reduced 89 on week days and 815 on Sundays. Similar
calls to the Central American Republics of Costa Rica, Guatemala,
Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama will be reduced 89 on week-days
and S12 on Sundays. Cells to Puerto Rico will be reduced $6 on
week-days and $9 on Sundays. Rates for conversations extending
beyond three minutes will be similarly reduced,

To Cuba, three-minute station-to-station calls will be
reduced by 81.50 and person-to-person calls correspondingly; also,
the schedule introduces reduced night and Sundey rates.

Since the American Telephone and Telegraph Company 1in-
augurated radio-telephone service to Zurove in 1927, there have
been two previous substantial reductions in charges for the service.
When the service opened, a three-minute conversation between New
York and London c¢ost $75, 1In 1928 the rate was reduced to $45 and
in 1930 the Company made a further reduction to #30. The present
reduction brings it to 821,

The followlng table compnares the nresent and the new
day rates for a three-minute conversation:

Present Rate Propoosed Week-Day Proposed Sundsy

N.Y.-~London 830 §21 815
N.Y.-Buenos Aires 30 21 15
N.Y.-Rio de Janeiro 30 21 15
N.¥Y.-Lima 30 21 15
N.Y.-Paris 30 21 15
N.¥Y.-Berlin I3 24 18
N.Y.-Santiago, Chile 33 24 18
N.Y,-Panama City 21 12 9
N.Y.-Guatemals 21 12 9
N.Y.-San Juan 18 12 9

The night rates to London, Psris and Berlin will be the same
28 the Sunday rates under the new schedule.
XXXXXXXX -6 =
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RADIO RECOGNIZED ON "QUEEN MARY" RECEPTION COMUITTEE

The radio industry, including broadcesting, is renre-
sented on the Committee of sixty-five named by Mayor LaGuardia,
of New York City, to welcome the "Queen Mary" when she docks on
June lst. The Committee, which is headed by Nicholas Murray
Butler, includes the following radio versonalities:

Maj. Gen. James G. Harbord, Chairman cof the Bosrd of
the Redio Corworation of America; Lenox R, Lohr, President of
the National Broadcasting Company; Alfred J. McCosker, President
of WOR; William Paley, President of the Columbias Broadcasting
System, and Arthur Wilson Page, Vice-President of the American
Telephone and Telegraph Company. B

-

X XXX XXXX

RADIO NOW CHITF AMUSEMENT OF CHILDREN, SURVEY SHOWS

Listening to radio programs now constitutes the major
inaocor amusement of children between the ages of 10 and 13, a
survey conducted by Columbia University disclosed, although out-
door play and school still occupy the greatest attention of the
youngsters.

A study of the reactions of 3,345 New York City childaren
to radio programs was revmorted on by Dr. Axriel L., Eisenberg, of
Teachers' College, Columbia University, and mede public by the
Columbia University Press.

The youngsters indicated thet they would rather listen
to the radic than read, play a musical instrument or solve a
puzzle, but that they ranked the radioc below the movies, the
"funnies" and listening to an orchestra on the stege.

Although boys and girls had similar preferences in
their recreations, the survey disclosed that they disagreed
heartily in one instance - the boys preferred playing baseball to
the radio, while the girls were more interested in the broadcasts.
Boys listened more to programs that were "mysterious, adventurous
end virile." Girls, according to the survey, were interested in
programs of "sentiment and of home and femily 1life."

The boys spent an asverage of six hours and sixteen
ninutes a week listening to the radio. Girls spent slightly more
time than boys, averaging six hours and twenty minutes,

Dr, Eilsenberg renorted that parents blamed the radio for
interferring with such activities as school assignments, music
practice, reading and the regular habits of esting and sleeping.
The parents, approved of brosdcesting, however, giving their
approval to 3,100 programs end even urging their chilaren to
listen to 1,336 of these. They objected to only 791 programs,
including some mystery and horror "thrillers."

X XXX XXXXX
-



NEW RULES ON REBROADCASTS, BORDER STATIONS ADCPTED

The Federsl Communications Commission this week announc-
ed new rules governing rebroadcssts of programs in this country
and of Americen programs abroad and making more stringent the ban
against United States studiocs for border stations. The rules
are effective July 1, 1936,

They are as follows:

1177, (a) The licensee of a regular broezdcast station may, without
authority of the Commission, rebroadcsst a program of another
United States regular broadcast station upon notice to the Commis-
sion and upon the express authority of the licensee of the stetion
originating the program.

(b) No licensee of any other class of broadcest station
(international, visual, high frequency, experimental or special)
snall rebroadcast the program of any United States redio station
without written authority first having been obtained from the
Commission,

(c) No licensee of a regular broadcast station shall re-
brocadcast the progrem of any other class of United States radio
station without wriltten authority having first been obtalined from
the Commission,

(d) No licensee of any class of broadcast station shall
rebroadcast the program of any foreiwn radio station without
written authority having first been obtailned from the Commission.
In case a program is transmitted entirely by telephone facilitles
in which a section of such transmission is by radio, the broedcest
of this program is not considered s rebroadcast.

(e) An application for authority to rebroadcast the progrem
of any radio station shall be sccompanied by the written consent
of the station originating the programn.

(f) In case of a rebroadcast where the program ls trans-
mitted by several broadcast stations, such as a chain program,
the person legally responsible for distributing the nrogram or
the chain facility may obtain the suthorization for the entire
rebroadcast.

(g) Authority will not be granted to rebrosdcast in the
United States the programs of an internationasl broadcast station
located within the limits of the North American Continent, excent
upon a satisfactory showing that no wire or other facilities
exist for trensmitting the program to the area served by the
stetion proposing the rebroadcast.

(h) A licensee of an international broadcest station may
authorize the rebroadcast of its programs by any station outside
the 1limits of the North American Continent without nermission from
the Commission, provided, however, that the station rebroadcasting
the progrems cannot be received consistently in the United States.

"177.1 No person shell be permitted to locate, use or maintain a
radio broadcast studio or other place or apvaratus from which or
whereby sound waves are converted into electrical energy, or
mechanical or physical reproduction of sound waves produced, and
caused to be transmitted or delivered to a radio station in =
foreigh country for the purpose of being broadcast from any radio
stetion there having a power output of sufficient intensity and/or
being so located geographicslly that its emissions mey be received
consistently in the United States, without first obtazining a
permit from the Commlssion upon proper apnlication therefor,"
XXXXXXXXX - 8 -~
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CBS PREPARES TO OPEN TWO MARKEZETS ON PACIFIC CCAST

Discussing the acquirement of Stetiors KNX, Los Angeles,
and KSFO, San Francisco, subject to approvel of the Federal Com-
munications Commission, H. K. Boice, Vice-President in Charge of
Sales of the Columbia Brosdcasting System, states that "the two
most important merkets of the Pacific Coast soon will be served
by new and better Columbia facilities.

"In Los Angeles, 50,000-watt Station KNX replaces the
1,000-watt KHJ. On a nationally cleared-channel at 1,050 kilo-
cycles KNX will be an owned and aperated stetion of the Columbis
Broadcasting System. Its base-rate will be $450 an evening hour,

"In San Francisco, 1,000-watt Station KSFO replaces
KFRC of the same power. But Station KSFO broadcasts on 560 kilc-
cycles; one of the most effective of the cleared regional chennels,
insuring intensive CBS coverage of the entlre, wildaespreed San
Francisco market.

"KSFO, like KNX, will be operated directly by Columbie;
when approval, in each case, has been grented by the Federal Com-
munications”Commission.

"The rete for Los Angeles goes into effect on Jenuary
1st, 1937, when both stetions take over the full schedule of Col-
umbia programs in California. This rate will be incorporated in
all Columbla contrscts signed after today's {(May 22) date.

"Much more than the changes in station-facilities 1s
involved 1n these improvements. Complete new CBS studio, produc-~
tion and technical services, embracing the most recent develop-
ments in radio, will be avallable to advertisers." "

XXX XX XXX
/

U. S. SUPPLIES 60% OF BRAZIL'S RADIOS IN 1935

The United States led all countries and supplied 60%
of the radlo receivers imported by Brazil in 1935, but 1t lost
its domination somewhat to Netherlands. While the Philips Company .
of Holland, Jjumped from 11 to 25 per cent of the imports, this
country dropped from 81% since 1934.

The value of Brazil's radio imports increased by 112%
last year, however, and shows signs of expanding 1ts purchases
even further, according to the Department of Commerce.

-

XXX XXXXX
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::: INDUSTRY NOTES :::

Following the dealers and distributors' meeting in
Chicago, the Zenith Radio Corporation placed initial orders on
receivers totalling $4,187,634 on the new 1937 models as against
orders for $1,200,000 after the 1935 convention.

- S = o ——— —

Station WJJD began serving a2s an auxillary Chicago out-
let for the Affiliated Broadcasting Company on May 25th, affording
Chicago coverage to a number of the network's sustaining programs
not heretofore available to the local audience.

— e = = - —— o —

The Federal Comnunications Commission, meeting en banc,
adopted a new rule (Order No. 16) exempting radio stations in
the aviation service from so much of the provislons of sub-section
97 (a) of Paragraph 20 of Regulations to Govern the Destruction
of Records of Telephone, Telegraph and Casble Companies as requires
the retention of log books for a period of one year, and, in lieu
thereof, said stations shall be required to retain log books for
three months only,

Wallace J. Stenhouse has joined the headquarters sales
staff of the Affiliated Broadcasting Company in Chiceigo. He was
formerly Advertising Manager of the Calumet Baking Power Company.

A supplemental report on radio markets in the United
Kingdom,dealing with patents, has just been issued by the Bureau
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, and is available at 25¢ a covy.

- o B s e S e B

Charged with unfalr methods of competition in the sale
of a purported mineral water, Richard R. Soberanes, trading as
Tarzana Mineral Water Co., Hollywood, Cal., 1s named respondent
in a complaint issued by theFederal Trade Commission, In radio
broadcaste and in various kinds of advertising matter, the
respondent allegedly represents that his product will prevent and
cure, or is beneficial in the treatment of many diseases and
afflictions, including rheumatism, liver ailments, stomach trouble,
high blood pressure, etc., and thecoaplaint charges these repres-
entations are not true.

XXXXXXXX
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RCA VOTES DIVIDEND ON NIW STOCK

David Sarnoff, Presiaent of the Fadio Corporation of
America, announceq last Friday that the initial dividend on the
outstanding shares of the Corporation's new $3.50 Cumulative
Convertible First Preferred stock was declared by the Board of
Directors, at its regular meeting.

The dividend is 873 cents a share, covering the period
from April 1, 1936, to June 30, 1936. It 1is psyable on July 1,
1936, to holders of record at the close of business on the 8th
day of June, 1936,

Mr. Sarnoff also announced that more than 95% of the
"B" Preferred stock of the Corporation hss been deposited for
exchange under its Plan of Recanitslizstion.,

In order to give holders of the remaining unexchanged
"B" Preferred stock an opportunity to receive the dividend on the
new First Preferred stock declared lsst Friday, the Board of
Directors has extended the period for exchange of "B" Preferred
stock by fixing June 30, 1936 as the date to and including which
this exchange may be made.

The dividend on the First Preferred stock issued after
June 8th and prior to July 1, 1936, in exchange for "B" Preferred
stock will be paid as soon as possible after July 1lst, 1t was said.

XXXXXXXXXX
AUSTRALTIAN BROADCASTS VIEWS ON TELEVISION

Television will supplement but never replace radio,
according to A, G. Hull, Technical Editor of Wireless Weekly, who

has just finished a world tour and study of television in various
countries,

In a broadcast to his Australian countrymen from W2XAF,
General Electric short-wave radio station at Schenectady, N. Y.,
the Sydney editor advised them to keep on buying radio receivers.
His report was picked up by VK2ME at Sydney and rebrosdcast over
a long-wave station to the radio esudience,

"Television will not replace rsdio broadcasting, but
will supplement it", he said., "Undoubtedly it will prove a
novelty to view from one's armchair athletic, socizl and politi-
cal events. Yet the keen concentration which the onlooker must
pay to the television screen is tiring after a certain length of
time. It 1s unlike listening to a sveech or music which can be
absorbed with very little or no effort. Therefore, a few hours
of 'looking in' should be sufficient for the average verson."

XXXXXXXX
- 11 -
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CHILE CONSIDERS CURB ON IMPORTS OF RADIOS

A measure being considered by Chile prohibiting further
importations of automobiles and redios for a time, in view of the
scarcity of avallable drafts of foreign currency, is considered
to affect seriously United States trade with Chile, according to
a speclal dispatch to the New York Times from Santiago last week.

Ambassador Hoffman Philip of the United States made a
special visit to the Foreign Office and pointed out the inconven-
lence of the suggested action. Commercial circles do not conceasl
thelr surnrise at the unexpected plan brought forward for class-
ifying speciel articles as luxuries with a view to helting importa-
tions.

X XXXXXXXX

WASHINGTON POST ASKS FOR WMAL FACILITIES

Eugene Meyer and Company, doing business as The Washington
Post, has asked for a construction permit for a new station to
be operated on 630 kilocycles, 250 watts, 500 watts-day, unlimited
time, It also requests that the Federal Communications Commission
greant to them the facilities of Station WMAL, which is now owned
by the National Broadcasting Company.

William Randolph Hearts is trying to get hold of WMAL
also, claiming that Mr. Leese, the former owner, had promised to - -
sell him the station before his{(Mr. Leese's)death.

XXXXXXXXXX
A. T. & T. APPEALS IN ACCOUNTING CASE

The controversy between the Federsl Communicetions Con-
mission and the telephone companies over a uniform system of
accounting was brought to the U. S. Suoreme Court May 22nd when
the Americen Telephone and Telegraph Comnany and seversl other
utilities appealed from a decision of 2 special three-judge court
in New York City.

The A. T. & T., the Ohio Associated Televhone Company
and the Eastern Telephone and Telegreph Company objected to a rul-
ing which denied them a nermanent injunction against enforcement
of the Commission's order for 2 uniform system and ssked the high
court to take Jurisdiction in the matter.

The principel objections of the telephone companies are
agelnst being required to record purchased nlants at the originel
cost of construction and against revised methods of ascertaining
depreciation, -~

XXXXXXXX e
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CANADA MOVES TO ADOPT BRITISH PLAN OF RADIO CONTROL

Complete nationalization of radio along British rather
than American lines was recommended unanimously to the Canadian
Government at Ottawa on Wednesday, May 27, by the Parliamentary
Committee which has been holding hearings on the subject.

Detalls of the proposed set-up have not reached this
country, but the general plan provides for a supplanting of the
Canadlan Radio Commission by an honorary Board of nine Governors,
representing all sections of Canada. This Board would have control
over all programs and advertising on Canadian broadcasting sta-
tions. The Committee in its report criticized the Radio Commis-
sion's administration as loose and unsatisfactory.

New precedents in control of political broadcasts were
recommended by the Committee. Among the new rules proposed were
that:

"Dramatized" political broadcasts be prohibited.

Broadcasting time be assigned egqually between the politi-
cal parties.

No political broadcast be permitted on election day 05/
on the two preceding days.

The Canadlian Radlo Commission which hss been in control
for five years, has faced the difficulty of serving, in both French
and English, a tremendous but sparsely inhabited territory. Its
chief and almost only source of revenue has been the $1,700,000 it
receives from the charge of %2 per year for listeners' licenses.

The Commission has never been able to maske up 1ts mind
whether to follow the English and Furopean practice of financing
broadcasting entirely by licensing and government subsidy, or
whether to adopt the American system of handing it over to private
enterprise to be financed by advertisers. As a result neither the
advertisers nor the listeners-in have been satisfied with the way
things were going.

The case for adoption of the English system and the cre-
atlon of a control body similar to the British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion was presented to the Committee by the Canadlan Radio League.
All large stations, the League urged, should be taken over by the
corporation which, although subject in the last analysls to govern-
ment veto, would be allowed teo discharge its duties practically
without political interference.

-2 -



In contrast was the demand presented by assoclations
of Canadian advertisers, advertising agencles and broadcasters
that radio be handed over almost entirely to private enterprise
to be developed on a commercial basis. They proposed that the
Government confine its activities over the radlo to arranging
the broadcasting of national programs.

XXXXXXXX
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4 PUBLISHERS VIE FOR RADIO OUTLZT IN WASHINGTON

Recognition of the role radio will play in the presi-
dentlial campaign is seen in the efforts of three Washington
newspaper publishers to obtain broadcasting outlets in the
National Capital.

Eugene Meyer, wealthy owner of the Washington Post,
has entered the field against William Randolph Hearst in a move
to obtain faclilities of WHMAL, now affiliated with the National
Broadcasting Company, Hearst 1s awaiting a ruling by the Dis-
trict of Columbia Supreme Court on his suit to force the heirs
of M. A. Leese to sell the station to him., There are two Hearst
papers in Washington - The Times and The Herald.

While the Evening Star has made no open bid for the
station, it is known that it had an agreement with Mr. Leese,
former owner of the station, that practically gave 1t an option
on the station., Whether the agreement would hold since his
death, however, is not known. It is believed that the Star
would try to keep the outlet from going to a rival publisher.

Mr. Meyer's latest move is to obtain the facilities of
WMAL without purchasing the station outright. He has filed an
application with the Federal Communications Commission for a con-
struction permit to bulld a new station for operation on 630kilo-
cycles, 250 watts at night and 500 watts daytime.

Serlpps-Howard, the chain which publishes the Daily
News, not to be caught napping, has filed an application for the
facilities of WOL, or an alternative channel, and for a permit to
build a new station, The application is in line with a national
Move to acquire broadcasting outlets as adjuncts to the Scripps-
Howard newspapers. The Scripps-Howard application, filed in the
name of its radio subsiaiary, Continental Radio, Inc., is for
elther 1310 kec., now occupied by WOL, or 1230 kec.

WOL was heard only last week on its application to move
to nearby Maryland and to obtain a better frequency. William
Dolph, who is associlated with Leroy Mark at WOL, is head of an
organization sesking the 1310 kc. wave should WOL obtain a better
allocation. He is also handling radio for the Democratic Nstional
Committee.

XXXXXXXX
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CBS BUYS-OLD "HARMONY ROW"; RIVAL OF RADIO CITY SEEN

The purchase by the Columbia Broadcassting System of
three old buildings, labelled by newspapers "Hermony Row", in
New York City this week led broadcasters to wonder whether the
network is not laying plans to build a rival to Radio City, show-
place of the National Broadcasting Company.

All that was said officlaslly wss thst the old structure
will be razed and be replaced by a building that will house the
latest of broadcasting facilities. The site i1s on the southeast
corner of Park Avenue and Fifty-ninth Street and adjacent property.

In one of the largest real estate transactions of its
kind in recent years, CBS has assembled & plot of about 29,000
square feet in an area that was once the center of German saenger-
fests and musicals.

The properties have combined frontages of 125 feet on
Park Avenue, 140 feet on Fifty-ninth Street, and 125 feet on
Filfty-elghth Street. The properties have a total assessed valua-
tion of $1,735,000. Titel will be taken through a subsidiary of
the Columbia Broadcasting System, which has a lease on 1its present
headquarters at 485 Madison Avenue expiring 1n 1939,

Asked about a report thet the new building would contain
2 television theatre, M. R. Runyon, Secretary-Treasurer of the
Culumbia organization, said definite plans for the improvement had
not been arranged, in view of the fact that Columbia's present
lease has about three years to run. Columbia occuples ten floors
in the building bearing 1ts name at 485 Madaison Avenue.

Mr. Runyon said the new structure would be designed to
house the latest and most modern sutdios, equipment and offices
necessary for the operation of the huge broadcesting plant. He
éngd that details of the plans would be announced at some future

te, -

XXXXXXXXX
~ CROSLEY ORGANIZATICN TO MzZZT IN CHICAGO

The first membership meeting of the Associated Radio
Stations, Inc., an organization of independent broadcasters being
organlzed by Powel Crosley, Jr., of WLW, Cincinnati, will be held
in Chicago during the convention of the Nztionsl Associatlon of
Broadcasters, July 5-8.

The Assoclation is sald to have more than 150 members
and is gaining strength dsily. It is expected to have a powerful
influence on the copyright issue and other imnortant policies to
be deciced by the NAB convention.

XXXXXXXXXX
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/////CENSUS BUREAU REPORTS ON STATIONS ON PACIFIC COAST

Total receipts of the 77 brozdcast stations in the
Pacific Coast States, from the sale of radio time during the year
1935, amounted to $6,441,623, it was disclosed late this week
by Director William L. Austin, Bureau of the Census, Department
of Commerce, in the third report of the new Census of Business
series on the broadcasting business. '

The report includes all broadcast stations 1in the
three Pacific Cosst States which sell time, of which there are
43 in Californis, 20 in Washington and 14 in Oregon.

Revenue as reported by the stations 1s the net billings
for advertising time on the alir, including the stations' pro-
portion of network billings. It is computed after deducing
quantity and time discounts.

More than one-half (56.2 percent) of the time sales of
statlions in the three States was derived from local advertisers,
and about one-fifth (20.6 percent) from national and regional
aavertisers who purchased time directly from the stations. The
remainder (23.2 percent) was received from national and regional
networks as payment for network commercial programs carried by
the stations,

Callfornia leads the other Stetes in all three classi-
fications, with total revenue of $4,645,776, of which $2,605,377
(56 percent) was local advertising. Washington is second with
81,103,411 of revenue; the total in Oregon 1s $692,436.

The 77 Pacific Coast stations employed a totsl of 1,988
persons (monthly average) with an annual payroll in 1935 of
$3,202,573. More than 88 percent of this payroll was paid to
full-time employees.

There 1s no seasonal fluctuation apparent in station
employment in 1935, The number of persons employed ranged from &
low of 1,870 in January to a high of 2,098 in December. The
number of employees was greater for the later months of 1935
partly because of the opening of some new stations. Monthly
employment figures for these stations in operation continuously
throughout 1935 indicate a gradual increase in numbers rather than
a seasonal fluctuation.

California's 43 stations divided their reported revenue
of $4,645,776 as follows: from local advertisers, $2,605,377;
from national and regional networks, $1,031,931; from national
and regional spot advertisers (non-network), 81,008,468, Station
personnel totalled 1,297 persons, to whom was paid in 1935 a total
of 82,326,413, about 90 percent of which was paid to full-time
employees and 10 percent to part-timers.
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Washington's 20 statlions reported that of their total
revenue (from the sale of time) of $1,103,411, the amount received
from local advertisers was $605,373; from networks, $297,431;
from non-network spot advertisers, $200,607, Ststion personnel
totalled 467 persons, to whom was paid a total in 1935 of
$578,348, about 79 percent of which was paid to full-time employ-
ees and nearly 21 percent to part-timers. The high percentage of
the latter is accounted for by the fact that Weshington stations
employed a relatively large number of artists on a part-time
basis.

Oregon's 14 stations divided their reported revenue of
$692,436 as follows: from local advertisers, $407,522; from
national and regional networks $167,123; from national spot
advertisers (non-network), $117,791. Station personnel totalled
224 persons, to whom was paid in 1935 a total of $297,812, more
than 93 percent of which was paid to full-time employees and less
than 7 percent to part-timers. —

XXXXXXX
FCC PROVIDES FOR SECONDARY PRESS TRANSMISSION

The Telegraph Division of the Federal Communications
Commission, having under consideration the need for providing
for secondary snd simultaneous transmission of press materiel
by coastal telegrsph and point-to-point telegraph stations, has
" determined that in order to carry out the provisions of the Cem-
munications Act of 1934, the following revision of existing Rules
and Regulations is necessary.

On May 26th 1t ordered that Rules 234 and 267 be amended
to read as follows:

234 ~ '"The term 'voint-to-point telegraph station' means
a flxed station used for radiotelegraph communication. 1In addi-
tion, a station of this class may be authorized to communicate
secondarily and simultaneously with mobile stations for the trans-
mission"of press material which is destined primarily to fixed
points,

267 ~ "The term 'coastal telegraph station' means a
coastal station used for radiotelegraph service with maritime
mobile stations. In addition, a station of this class may be
authorized to communicate secondarily and simultanesously with
fixed points for the transmission of press material which is
destined primarily té mobile stations."

The new rules will be effective at 3 A.M., EST, June
19, 1936,

XXXXXXXXX
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RMA PREPARES FOR JUNE 15 FCC HEARING

The Radlo Manufacturers' Association is making inten-
silve preparations for the general hearings at Washington begin-
ning June 15 of the Federal Communicstions Commission on alloca-
tion requirements for future radio services, including television
and facsimile. The RMA is cooperating with the National Associa-
tion of Broadcesters in preparing for the Commission's inquiry
regarding radlo services which are now experimental and for the
distant time when they may become commercisl.

Engineering data end cdetsiled recommendations hsve been
prepared at numerous meetings of the Association's Special Alloca-
tion Committee, composed of leading radio engineers and of which
Dr. W. R. G. Bsker, of Bridgeport, is Chairman; of the Television
Standards Committee, and of various sub-committees. The RMA
Speclal Committee of executives 1n charge is composed of Jemes M.
Skinner, of Philadelphia, Chairman; E. F. McDoneld, Jr., of
Chicago; Powel Crosley, Jr., of Cincinneti; ena R. R. Kene, of
Camden, N. J., which held a meeting with the Ingineering Committee
at Philadelphia last Wednesdsy, May 27. The Special Znglineering
sub-committee consists of Dr. L. C. F. Horle, of New York; A. F.
Murray, of Philadelphies; end Dr. C. B. Jolliffe, of Camden, N. J.

Requirements for an adequate national system of tele-
vision in the future whenever it resches the commerciel stage will
be presented to the Communications Commission June 15 by the RUA.
Chairman Skinner of the RMA Committee will make the general pre-
sentation, while Messrs. Murray end Horle will present engineer-
ing details.

In preparing for the FCC hearings, the RMA delegation
1s cooperating with the Netional Association of Brosdcasters which
has specislly engaged Dr. Charles B. Alken, of Purdue University
to represent the NAB,

XAXLXXXXXXX
SARNOFF'S VISITS TO WHITE HOUSE AROUSE SPECULATION

David Sernoff, President of the Redio Corporetion of
Americe, made another of several recent visits to the White House
on Wednesday, Mey 27th, but no statement wes made either by the
President's secretariat or by RCA officials regarding the purpose
of the calls.

One of the possible topics around which speculation
centered was the still unsettled Mackay-RCA fight over the former's
move to broaden its foreign radioc communicetion service.

Anning S, Prell, Cheirman of the Federal Communications
Commission, recently called on the President, presumebly regarding
the cese,

XXXXXXXX
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JOINT INQUIRY AUTO RADIO INTERFZRENCE PROGRESSES

Technlcal experts from the Englineering Division of
the Radlio Manufacturers'! Assoclsastlon and the Soclety of Automotive
tngineers are engaged in a Joint study of the problem of ignition
interference to radio reception on automobiles.

Among data uncovered was the fact that a strong peak
of interference exlsts in the band of 30 to 40 megacycles, where
local short-wave broadcasting is now beginning,

A study of the effects of noise suppressors upon the
operation of automobiles showed that whlle the devices have no
effect on gas economy with engines running at good speeds, sup-
pressors tend to increase missing when engines idle and add to
the difficulties of starting in cold weather, the engineers found.

The findings of the engineers are to be submitted to
automoblle manufascturers ss a contribution to ignition research.

XXXXXXXXX
U. S, RADIOS IN DEMAND IN URUGUAY

Improved economlc conditions resulting from greatly
increased exports of animal products effected during 1935, com-
bined with a general dissatisfaction with receilvers made up of
locally manufactured parts have served to increase the demand for
forelgn sets, particularly American, in Uruguay, according to the
Department of Commerce.

The local rsdio manufacturing industry is said to have
suffered a considerable set-back and at present 1s confining its
activities mainly to assembling, employing parts imported from
abroad.

The market for automobile radios continues to be dull,
as many of the new cars are imported already equipped with radio
sets and owners of 0ld automobiles in general sre manifesting a
lack of interest in automobile radlo equipment.

A complete set of new regulations placing limitations
on the amount of advertising time to be permitted broadcasting
and effecting other needed improvements in Uruguayan broasdcast-
ing, has been drawn up by the Direccion de Redio Comunicacionses
(Buresu of Radio Communications) and presented to the Asoclacion
Nacional de Broadcasting Uruguayo (Natlonal Association of
Uruguayan Broadcasting) for consideration and suggestions. When
the regulations are found to be mutuslly satisfactory te the
Bureau of Radio Communications and to the Broadcasting Association,
an appropriate bill will be presented to Congress in order to
Secure the necessary changes.

XXX XXXXX
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EUROPEAN SETS HIGHZR; HAVE FEWER TUBES THAN IN U. S.

Prices for radio receliving sets in Zurope are distinctly
higher than in the United States and the majority of receivers
use but two, three, or four tubes, according to L. M. Clement,
Vice-President in Charge of Engineering, RCA Manufacturing Co.

Writing 1n Broadcast News, RCA organ, Mr. Clement, 1n
an article on "What the Europeans are Doing", sald, in part:

"The wit who said that radio reception resembled a form
of exerclse and a game of chance probably had in mind certain
types of European receilvers on the market, on which it was neces-
sary for one to turn numerous dials and then, if lucky, one heard
a program, Such a state of affairs is no longer typlcal of
Europe. But it 1is true that radio conaitions in Europe, as I
found them during the past four years, were much different from
American conditlons. .

Perhaps the greatest difference lay in the fact that
European receivers were mostly two, three, and four tube T.R.F.
units, many with magnetic type loud speakers. Selectivity was
largely dependent upon regeneration, and the power output was
surprisingly low, In most of the countries broadcast transmit-
ters were of good quality. Many were 80-120 kw. output, includ-
ing a 500 kw., station in Moscow, Interest in radio was and is
very high., In many of the countries the home set builder was a
serious competitor of the set manufacturer. Superheterodyne
recelvers were being slowly introdued, but were poor in operation
and complicated in construction.

"By far the strongest reason for the difference between
European and American radio practice was due to the tubes avall-
able. Zuropean tube designs differed radicslly from American
designs, and reflected the influence of the older battery type
tubes. 1In these o0ld battery sets, battery life was a major pro-
blem and tubes were designed with the highest possible mutual
conductance so that the smallest number of tubes could be used.

"Listening conditions, tastes and purely local practices
have a decided effect on Zuropean receiver design, as will be
made clear by the brief description and explanation of these
conditions in England, France, Belgium, Germany, Austria and
other countries.

"The local programs are usually of greatest interest to
the British public, largely because a knowledge of foreign lan-
gduages 1s not common, and because of the relatively good quality
of the programs broadcast. But for a large portion of the listen-
ing public this interest aoes not hold on Sundays, because on
that day the British Broadcasting Company does not broadcast any
popular or light musical programs, but confines the programs to
religious and serious subjects. Consequently, the average listener
on Sunday tunes in Luxemboury or Paris. These two statlons cater
to this English practice and broadcast advertising progrsms in
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in English., They also broadcast sweepstake and football gambling
pnol results that are of great interest to Britaln's working
classes. The International Broadcasting Company 1s an English
company, and broadcasts programs in English over the following
stations: Paris; Luxembouryg; Normandie; and Athlone, Ireland,

"Because of these conditions, the people demand
recelvers capable of receiving all the local British programs,
and in addition programs originating in France, Luxembour, and
the Irish Free State.

"The great majority of French broadcest stations are
below the average of other European stations in quality. Con-
sequently, the French pecple in general listen to foreign broad-
casts, and therefore require better sets of higher sensitivity and
greater selectivity., The simple regenerative recelvers were
never very popular in France.

"American type tubes are popular in France. A large
numtrer are made there, and others are imported from the United
States, The prices of these tubes are high, however, because of
the quota, and tend to curb the number of tubes used in the design
of the receivers. 1In fact, the import quota has a decided effect
on French receivers. It limits the importation of foreign
recelvers, and makes manufacture more difficult and expensive
because of the limitation on the importation of certain components
not readily avalilable in France. French receivers, however,
employ five or more tubes, and are high in selectivity. The
design 1s close to that of the American receiver, with the excep-
tion that little interest is shown in short-wave reception,

The Belglians, like the French, want to listen to foreign
broadcasts, and their receivers are designed for selectivity.
American tubes are widely used, and American types are manu-
factured in Belgium. Belgium and French receiver sets are quite
similar,

Conditions in Germany differ from those in most other
countries, Programs of local interest predominate, and an
extremely inexpensive recelver is produced by the German radio
manufacturers, Consequently, the poorly paid classes can afford
radio reception, This condition 1s not entirely due to manu-
facturer activity, as it is strongly sponsored by the German
Government. These low priced German sets sell for 75 RM ($30.00).
They consist of three tubes, including rectifier, and are of the
regenerative detector audio amplifier type.

"Radio programs are good, but include much propaganda.

"In spite of the fact that Austrian stations and pro-
grams are excellent, the receivers sold in Austria are largely for
forelgn reception.

"The prices of Zuropean receivers without exception are
greater than the American equivalents, As a basis of comparison,
we can take a five tube super-heterodyne receiver of 2 watts out-
put, with a sensitivity of 50 microvolts for 50 M.W. cutput, 2
wave bands (A and X), and dynamic loudspesker. This is the type
of set which is most widely sold in Europe.
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"The price of the set in various countries would be
approximately: England, 12 Guineas ($65); Belgium, 1950 Belgian
Francs (865); Hungary, 400 Pengo ($80); Austris, 450 Austrian
Schillings ($86); France, 1450 French Francs {($97); Germany,

280 R. Marks($110).

"An equivalent Americsn set, but with three wave bands,

would sell for about $40,00."

’ XXXXXXXXXX
FTC GETS STIPULATION IN RADIO TUBE CASE

In a stipulation entered into with the Federal Trade
Commission, Triad Manufacturing Co., Inc., Pawtucket, R. I.,
has agreed to cease representing in advertising or in printed
matter that certain glass radio tubes it manufactures and sells
are "metal tubes",

The stipulation of facts points out that glass tubes
were in general use by the radio industry until 1935, when the
so-called metal tubes became popularized in the trade and by
the purchasing public, and alsoc describes glass tubes as having
the technical elements sealed in a vacuum in glass, while in
the metal types the technical elements are contained in a vacuum
in steel.

Specifically, the respondent corporation agrees to dis-
continue use of the words "metal tubes" as descriptive of its
products, so as to imply that such products are those which have
become popularly known as metal radio tubes.

The stipulation provides that if the technical elements
of the respondent corporation's product are sealed in a vacuum in
glass which 1s placed within a metal shell, and if the words
"metal tube" are used to describe the shell, then such words
shall be accompanied by other suitable words to indicate clearly
that the product is not a tube wherein the technical elements
are sealed in a vacuum in steel.

XXXXXXXX
AUSTRALIAN RADIO QUOTA ADOPTZD EFFECTIVE AT ONCE

The Australian Government has adopted an import quota
under which all radio shipments not on the water by May 23rd are
subject to special permit to be obtained from the Customs, accord-
ing to the Electrical Division, Department of Commerce.

Detalls of procedure and information es to the degree of
difficulty there may be in securing permits are not at present
available, but the situation is being followed closely and publi-
cation of further particulars will be made as soon as avallable,

& Commerce Department statement saild,

XXXXXXXXX
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INDUSTRY NOTES

Retrial of the patent litigation between the Shepard
Broadcasting Service and the Aeolian-Skinner Orgen Co. over an
alleged infringement by WNAC and WAAB, Boston, on the method of
broadcasting organ programs was ordered this week by the United
States Supreme Court., The court sustained a ruling of the First
Circult Court of Appeals, which partially reversed an acqulttal
by the Massachusetts District Court.

5;::; More people made written response to Natlonal Broasdcest-

“ ing Company programs in April, 1935, than any April in radio
history, 1t was announced in the monthly report of NBC Audience
Mail Department. The increase was 121 percent over April, 1935,
Last month, however, still lagged a little behind March, 1936,
when an all-time monthly high of 1,015,372 pleces of mail was set
at NBC.

The Telegraph Division of the Federal Communications
Commission on May 26th adopted certain amendments to the existing
regulations governing coastal telegraph and point-to-point tele-
graph stations, The order follows:

"It is ordered that any person or corporation whose
1nterests may be adversely affected by sald amendments shall,
prior to June 19, 1936, notify the Ccmmission in writing of the
nature of his or its interest and desire to be heard; and upon
such notification and application shall be accorded a hearing in
accordance with the requirements of law; otherwise all such per-
sons or corporations ahll be deemed to have consented to the said
proposed changes."

Radio markets reports on the Dominican Republic and
Bermuda were issued this week by the Electrical Division of the
gggeau of Forelgn and Domestic Commerce. Coples are available at

New reduced rates for telephone calls from all parts of
the United States to Hawail, the Philippines, Colombia and the
Dominican Republic will become effective July 1, according to a
schedule filed May 28 with the Federal Communications Commission,

This was made known by the American Telephone and Tele-
graph Company, which announced rate reductions to forty-five other
countries last Tuesday.

The Federal Communications Commission on May 26 amended
Rule 262a, B, b, by adding the frequencies 5652.5 kilocycles to
those available for alrcraft and aeronauticel stations of the Blue
Chain, and 5887.5 (subject to the condition that no interference
is caused to the international service) kilocycles to those avsil-
able for aircraft and aeronautical stations of the Brown Chain.
These frequencies are to be shared with aeronautical and aircraft
stations of the Green and Purple Chains respectively.

X XXX XXXXX
- 12 -



