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NASHVILLE 
ISSUE 

Attie 
no pan 

no re/ 
MIRANDA LAMBERT 

I'm not trying to be an outlaw — 
I'mjust trying to do me' 

PLUS 

COUNTRY MUSIC'S 100 MOST POWERFUL 

CMA's Sarah Trahern tcps the list 

THE BLUEBIRD CAFE AT 35 

Taylor, Dierks and more look back 

ERIC CHURCH ON THE ROAD 

Setting records and playing by his own rules 
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ERIC CHURCH 
HOLDIN' MY OWN TOUR 

2017 
With a sold out tour, you held your own 

and had a Record Year. We are so 
honored to be a pad of your success. 

Thank you for everything! 

Special thanks to Katherine Church; John Peets, 
Fielding Logan, Randi Tolbert, Angela Lange, and 
Regina Cottingham at Q Prime South; all of our 
building friends; and The Chief's amazing crew. 

aL 
Louis Messina 

AEG ilî 

WorldRadioHistory



OVER 1 MILLION TICKETS SOLI) 

1 MAN 
2 SETS 
61 SHOWS 
RECORD-BREAKING ATTENDANCE 
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Bright lights. Music city. 

2 
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1111\, 

Congratulations to 
Mike Dungan, Scott Borchetta, Kent Earls and Cindy Mabe 

from everyone at Universal Music Group. 

UNIVERSAL 

UNIVERSAL MUSIC GROUP 
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Sam Hunt 
Takes 'Back 
oad' To 

Country 
hart - 
écora 

S
AM HUNT'S "BODY LIKE A 
Back Road" ties for the most 
weeks spent atop Billboard's 
Hot Country Songs chart 

as it earns its th week at No. 1 on 
the Aug. 5 survey. Florida Georgia 
Line's "Cruise" also reigned for 24 
weeks in 2012 and 2013. 
"Making history is fun, and this 

smash keeps going and going," says 
Universal Music Group Nashville 
chairman/CEO Mike Dungan. 

Like "Cruise," "Back Road" — at 
No. 9 on the Billboard Hot 100 
after reaching No. 6 — has made 
history thanks to support at its home 
format and a crossover to pop. 
Hunt's hit likewise leads the Country 
Streaming Songs chart (16.7 million 
U.S. streams, according to Nielsen 

Music) and Country Digital Song 
Sales (46,000 downloads sold) for a 

th week each; at 1.4 million since 
its Feb. 2 release, it's the fourth-
best-selling song among all genres 
in 2017. On Country Airplay, it led 
for three weeks and spent a record-
breaking 16 weeks in the top five. 
"Back Road" bullets at No. io on 
the all-genre Radio Songs chart 
(85 million in audience) as it pushes 
10-9 on Adult Top 40, 20-17 on 
Mainstream Top 40 and 27-21 on 
Adult Contemporary. 
The track is a stand-alone single 

following Hunt's 2014 debut LP, 
Montevallo, which produced three 
No. is on Hot Country Songs and has 
sold 1.3 million copies in the United 
States. —GARY TRUST and JIM ASKER 

Title CIRTIMATION 
e 1 ee PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) 

Including "Body 
Like a Back 

Road," Hunt has 
logged seven 
singles on the 

Hot 100. 

Artist 
IMPRINT/PROMOTION LABEL 

0 pi  1 1 uespacrto uisronsatuaaay ranseerea t.,./inww 
P ug 1322E1k1kâ RM. r emEsJ ""Rece,e,PoWeeket, 

1 
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de 0 Wild Thoughts • DI Khaled Feat Munn 8, Bryson Tiller 
?.1111âneeMEMIWIthe&F.1= RJEre WESTBURY ROAD/WE Ilf UST/EF/C 

2 5 

That's What I Like A Bruno Mars 4 3 
eau) 71,erM§ViegalrueieesPeehwccRellki II] AnApe,c 

1 27 

2 
Pm The One A DiKhaled Feat.lustin Bieber, Quavo, Ounce The Rapper& LE way, e 

3 4 
0,E4Eemeemencenee— WE NE BEST/De IAM/EPC 

1 12 

® Unforgettable A French Montana Feat Swae Lee 
o 0 a nrearjareerummICK EAMINKCICE CM) EGUICHICF1/FIC 

5 15 

Shape Of You A Ed Sheeran 5 6 
serecc't,'édenzlisiTPLaRM AllANT1C 

1 28 

7 CD 0 Believer Imagine Dragons 
tfflealaineagenîMerliR KIDINAKORNER/INTERSCOPE 

6 24 

0 0 0 'here's Reim Hoklin' MeBadc Shawn Mendes 
ITGElaii I [SMENDES,TGEIGER,S.HARRISGWARBUFRON] ISLAND/REPUBLIC 

8 13 

® 

10 0  Body Like A Back Road A Sam Hunt 
ZCROWELL [S.HUNTZCROWELUOSBORNE.S.MCANALIY] MCA NASHVIU.E/CAPROL 

6 26 

P, 
th Attention Chailie PuCPUTH [CPUTHJX.HINDUN¡ 0  0  1;1111 070/AllANIC 10 13  
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Billboard Hot 100 DATA FOR WEEK OF 08.05.2017 

BALVIN 

8. WILLY 

WILL 

MI Gente 

The single marks 

the Hot 100 

debut of William 

(pictured) and 

Balvin's highest-

charting hit. 

"MI Gente" Is a remix of your track 

"Voodoo Song." Was the beat easy to 

construct? 

WILLIAM I made this track in two hours. I'm 

not really used to producing this way — 

just looking for different sounds. All of this 

was done almost by accident. That's why 

everything about this song [being] on the 

charts is really crazy. 

What did you learn from working with 

BalvIn on "MI Gente"? 

.ocabulary in Si, .ish is limited. We 

worked together on the melody in Miami 

one night in March, and he [suggested], 

•Why (.1 , y uu i I te some lyrics in 

Spanish? I think it's better." J Balvin helped 

me write my Spanish verse, and I did my 

best with the melody. 

Why has "Mi Gente" been able to 

connect despite the language barrier? 

I make music for the world, and I'm 

happy that I produced and performed on 

a song with such a meaningful title. We 

call it"Mi Gente" ["My Peoplel because 

it is for everybody, no matter what 

language you speak. It is a collaboration 

between a French and Colombian artist. 

It's global. -TATIANACIRISANO 

e DEMI LOVATO 
Sorry Not Sorry 

Following its first f ull week 
of tracking,the single debuts 
at No.16 on Streaming Songs 

(15.6 million U.S. streams) 
and jumps9-6on Digital Song 

Sales (43,000 sold). 

,„ Title cum... Artist 
••,UCER[SONGWRITER] IMARNI/PRC.10110N LAB. 

Humble. Kendrick Lamar 
6 6 11 kalnAIWERNELDUCIEWORTH, ic,,,,,,,Gm,..Hmi. 

1,:;-; 
e42 

1 

e 

16 

Congratulations Post Malone Feat. MARO 
9 11 12 

iistlele sereereenlairlifti REPUNK 

8 30 

16 0 13 Redbone A 
DGLOVER [DGLOVER,LCeRMSSON] Childish Gambino 

MCDUGLASSNOTE 
13 33  

11 12 14 
Stay A Zedd & Alessla Cara 
meeteem....e.AAeompr DEFIAM/INTERSCOPE 

7 21 

15 ,5 
.' 

SOIlleihWiliatentS A TheChainsmokers&Coktiay 
TaiHREAS4/0eKitygneTéeepteNN, ___ 

f DISRUPTOR/COLUMNA 
3 22 

16 16 

1 

XO TOUR Ulf3 A Ul Uzl Vert 
TUREUW.LUCAS[SWCOC6] GENERAMN NOW/AnANIK 

7 17 

0  0 17 
Now Or Never • Halsey 
pe,jryytruecaseECPU1AMIMARN4GIFANE. As.[RAL. sicmgc, 17 15 

12 18 18 Mask Off A Future 
METRO BOOMIN [NDWLBURN,L1WAYNE] A VIREEBANDZ/EPIC 

5 22 

® 

E() 0 Slow Hands Niall Horan 
'atreq ,ité UN elelerg,TjÉMIFA. NEON HAZE/CAPrOL 

19 12 

Say You Won't Let Go A lames Arthur 
20 21 20 r&E ,17-ejrE oNSPI,PUR, 

COLUMNA 

11 
39 

à 

Title Artist 
nIODUCE'R=CriER] 1 mpRI nr/PROMOIION LABEL 

22 21 It Ain't Me A Kygo x Selena Gomez 
SGOMENEWWESINEGOANSOIMANEWEEALMINGLSGOMM UFWILCA/MENCOPE 

12, 
CC 

10 

! 
0 

23 

S 24 22 Castle On The Hill A Ed Sheeran  
BENNYBLANCORSHEERAN[EC.SHEERANGIEVIN] ATLANTIC 

6 28  

5) IlD I; 
Sorry Not Sorry Demi Lovato 
W IWZigralri n'ar'A' 110'11rMIGNIe 

23 2 

8 26 Location A Khalid 
0  fetenegnittfflikéiget"' acnTnotacA Ac 

16 28  

® 
0 C) Strip That Down ham Payne Feat. Qum 

FrirtiAMPSOCKSACUSMC,ItáneKellE&I R,,,,Offll.ILC 

25 9 

C) Feths C) ell cA.H. i,LvinNPmRY$iimarTIHARRSiiyFiall‘;,,PhwarArEXIIliarns, Katy Perry & Ng Sean 
26 5 

ce ce Fetish Selena Gomez Feat. Gucci Mane 
jéAMGC&IEESYLU,MCFMiliaarBAMMCM[LerG' IMERSCOPE 

27 2 

19 
Issues A Julia Michaels 

20 28 ,,,„ i.,.. Ny orimicHAELs 
LirRANTÉRJLEVIN,T.E.HERVANSEN,MS.ERIKSEN] REPUBLIC 

11 26 

CD PIERREBOURNE[ICARTERJJENKS] PlaYb°ICarti 8 0 Magnolia 
AWGEJINTERSCOPE 

29 12 

25 
Bad Llar Selena Gomez 

27 30 mu-Aneept,efeemanric, ,NTERs. 20 10 

, Malibu redleY Cyrus 31 ,ED OSOEL[MCYRUSOYOW RCA 
io n 

0 
32 TO 2U David Guetta Feat. Justin Bieber 

pcicUG,112NFOralrita Eat Wei AeelCeeteek„,947,/, 16 6 

Om 0 Everyday We Lit YFN Lucci Feat. PnB Rork 
LIAMESPIAMEXIBENNETULHAWN] THREKIT'SAGAME/WARNERBROS. 

33 15 

0 34 Bank Account 21 Savage 
0 SAVAGE [SAJOMPH] SLAUGHIER GANG/EPIC 

33 2 

C) 
Slippery • Migos Feat. Curd M 34 35 ane 

F(Valrelegitig°1`,WeitUirs. QUALITY [OW1101/300 

29 17 

36 
Closer A The Chainsmokers Feat Halsey 

3] 36 
réFeerEMERNASSWAMNeeSneldeAGG'e DISRUP1OR/COUJEABIA 

1 51 

37 38 37 In Case You Didn't Know A Brett Yang 
MUFF [BYOUNG,ISEEVEX M BM SCHUENGERTTOMUON] LG 

19 24 

41 0 0 NOWning •  ABoogieWitda Hoodle fex.km,kBixk 
1A.SWEET [DOCTAVEJ.A.SWEE'. HICHWIE.C.E -HE LABEL/ATLAW1C 

3.8 16 

® Girl • Dylan Scott 
0 0 MALDERMANJ.E.NORMAN [DSCOTUKIRR] CURB 

39 L3 

S 40 Praying Kesha 
RIIWIS[K,SEBERT,R.LEWIS,B.ABRAHAMAJOSIN K1MOSABE/RCA 

25 2 

®3 , 0 0 Rake It Up YOGOttiFeNt. Nirki Mina' 
MAKE Wu. MADE ITIMNINGOIMARAMMIJAMNINIPW] CCCANEMUZVEIC 

41 3 

®  ,,i C) Mi Gertte I Balvin & Willy VVIlliam 
WALLEAAk,[1,m ,EiesfilrelEVDEeKHAVARRIA, 

SCORPIO/UMLE 
i-

42 3 

33 
Rolex Ayo & Teo 

40 43 .... c, ReeidsHARRIEFF, 
P.ALEXANDEPRABOWLEK MU COLUMNA 

20 23 

0 
Craving You Thomas Rhett Feat. M aren Morris 

41 44 
IBUNDIA,DHLFIOELONDON1HOMASRHEn[D.M.BARNESIIBLINMA] VA1ORY 

39 e 

38 43 45 Bad And BouJee A Mlgos Feat tii W. Vest 
We MMHG ICON,CENUSTOJJAMSWILLIWYNEAANNCELLI OWIFICONRCl/X0 

i 36 

34 
¡SPY A KYLE Feat. Li I Yachty 

39 46 

eniecirracunEr''' eiCCOMMItC010101ARTOWNOFIOLAIMIC 

4 30 

0 
0 0 Versa,..Jec ,Oen ThellooEr • JAiruno.1M,ars 42 6 

® 

S CI Felices Los 4 Maluma 
11,0dearEZNigike.BSNACEILIZCANOCUEIMAIAS] DOSAMPIJ SCHTFUSIC LATH 

48 10  

0 0 0 BcdlY/H akYpWHCMIM F£ M N] 1!4ICSRCCAJC CArd11. I B 4g 3 

40 48 50 24K Magic A Bruno Mars 
S-IAMPCOMS&CURRIIUNOVARIMALANIENCECCRBROWN] AnaNnc 

4 41 

u 

g 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO JOHN ESPOSITO, BEN VAUGHN, 
AND ALL OF THE INCREDIBLE NASHVILLE POWER PLAYERS! 

FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT WARNER MUSIC GROUP 

WARNER MUSIC GROUP WARNER MUSIC 

WorldRadioHistory



Billboard Hot 100 DATA FOR WEEK OF 08.05.2017 

j 

42 46 

 Tide CIMICATIO., Artist 
FROOuCER (SONGwarrE Pt] IMPRW/PROMOTIONLABEL 

51 DNA. Kendrick Lamar 
MKEWLL AWE 7[KIZUC(WORIHMLWUIAMS1 MP DAVVGJAFIRMAIWINTESCce 

.e -,-, 
,nt 

4 

; u 
58-5 

14 

e o ZCROWELL [R.AKINS.B.HAYSUPJUISHMAN] Dustin Lynch o Small Town Boy 
BROKEN BOW 

52 7 

0 0  

411) LOWE Galore SZA Feat. Travis Scott 53 6 
citrNiscetweïEgurs" TOP DAWG/RCA 

0 o 
o Drinkin' Problem NIdiand 

zeywersiemsznyienp,,,c...., 
B4G MACHINE 

54 11 

O 0 

0 1-800-273-8255 Logic Feat. Alessia Cara & I( hali ci 
LOGC,SIX [SIR R.B.HALL 1,,ANATuRYACABOCCOLO,K.ROBJNSOM MSIONAFIDEF JAM 

47 12 

0.0 
0 IrS.ABEVA,iIbase.v2iCwhGa,„iFnnNZjFeatN.TwoollaSign,TrrySongz&lheneAiko 

RRLLNVRSITTIDEAM 

56 6 

(D 

iiIHEm 

0 
57 Do I Make You Wanna Billy Currington 

>LIT [A ,,,mIEY,Z CROWELLMJENKINSJROWERS] MERCURY NASHV1LE 

57 6 

e o Most Girls Hallee Stelnfeld o 58 9 emmtvatiaciem4"1.StrAEMSLIr'nue. REPUBLIC 

59 70 
Q Thunder Imagine Dragons 

B.MCeE,ReleAMPEIYANN(LDTZNAr N, KIDINAKORNERANTERSCOFF 

54 12 

93 0 0 Butterfly Effect Davis Scott 
MUM,' BEATZ,F1EONE [TRAVFSSCOTT,SUNDSTROM] GlIANDFIZIMPIC 

60 8 

0 61 4:44 JAY-Z 
POLL [SC.CAilrEgEOWL.SOWEENEY] S. CARrERENTERFRISES/ROC NAlION 

35 2 

72 0 0 ,lieyair»ty•.,, .K[ Ki.De.n d ri ck I. a m a r Feat. Rihanna 
14 14 

0 0  

0 Feel it Still Portugal. The Man 
'Ille.iAaenngFiGmeeriotANND7C" NE n-L ANTIC 

63 5 

0 0 NoSuchlNngAs o A Br SAKANALLY [MAA YT N.BTURSI.LFRASURE] RCA NASHVILLE 64 8 

0 
0 What Ifs A  Gi Kane Brown FeatNNThISCHMIDTI ZONE 4./Lauren Alaina 

RCA NASHNILLE 

65 6 

0 

o Flatilner ERi , CoJCRBR I.e.S w I rldwe 1,,,,I 66 13 

0 
0 YouEEJSAEE [LoolcGoodc Lady 

CAPITOL NASHIIUVITE 59 15 

(2 ) 
0 No Promises Cheat Codes Feat. Derni Lovato 

TIDAHL,LAUV,LFOOTE [A.LEFFTIDAHL,LFOOTE,EBLCCUIOVA10] 300 

68 10 

49 • 69 First DIP/ OUE Tee Grizzley 
Hall» [TWALU10EM.MCAARAU 300 

48 16 

® 

0  0 Escapate Conmigo WisIn Feat. ozuna 

MaileARMEOSCeR1CVCROCe j'"' VOUSONT MAC LATIN 

70 6 

® 81 0 Yours if You Want it Rascal Flatts 
LDEMARCUSGLEVOLIDAOONEY [ADORH,LSINGLETON] BIG MACHINE 

71 9 

0 72 The Story Of 01 JAY-z 

Pe LL1.1,,TZ [SCCAIrERIDNI.50kliMenCLPICOMOMM &MR BeERPMES/FCCNATION 
23 2 

53 
Crying in The Club Camila Cabello 

71 73 BILgNi, 
l'r..n.Eimacezebtreazzemu E] SECO/EPIC 

47 g 

51 67 74 Passionfruh Drake 
NROUCES [AGRAKAM N FCCUES] YOUNG MONEY/CAS. MONEY/FeLBJC 

8 18 

HOT 
NSW 

66 

SHOT 

7] 

glIN A Lie French Montana Feat. The Weeknd 8 Max a 
IINF c=eatel"Btene.venecra'"n COGIOMPDIONC 

75 1 

76 Privacy Chris Brown 
D.A. DOMAN [CM.BROWNDIDOMAN,ISTEWART] RCA 

62 12 

69 
82 0 Love. Kendrick Lamar Feat. Zacari 

''''',Veteekse'Z 'ASiLe "' 10P LIMACAFTERVANVEKSCOIE 

18 14 

RE-ENTRY 
0 Down Fifth Harmony Feat. Gucci Mane 

AMMO nAILAS K pCOLINIAND.KOEHLKECDEMORESTJUDAYE SYCO/Ifr 
42 6 

44 
Swalla lason Derulo Feat. Nicki Minai &Ty Dolla Sign 

65 79 LaWR 
Yew. BLIGA HBGeSAYARNER Fa 

29 18 

52 69 80 GOMM Myna, And Me A  Florkla Genie le re lee'« W 
LMOI [LKEAR,FIIINDSEY,GSAMPSON] BMIL 

4€ 17 

I. 

CHARLIE 
PUTH 

Attention 

Charlie Puth scores his third top 10 

with "Attention" (13-10). He first 

reached the region in 2015 on 

Wiz Khallfa's 12-week No. 1, "See 

You Again," which Puth co-wrote 

and co-produced and whose 

video has become YouTube's 

most-viewed clip. He also hit 

No.9 in 2016 with "We Don't 

Talk Anymore" (featuring Selena 

Gomez). "Attention" rises 3-2 on 

Digital Song Sales (52,000 sold, 

according to Nielsen Music) and 

16-13 on Radio Songs (78 million 

in audience, up 17 percent), 

earning the Hot 100's Airplay 

Gainer award. —G.T. 

f,,, 
...,e,," : a Title CiltIMCAMM Artist 

In.; moDUCER (SONGWRITER) IMMINI/PROMOTION LABEL 

g 6 a) Heartache On The Dance Floor Jon Pardi 
BBUTLERIPARDI pfARDISBUTLERSIONGj CAPITOL NASHVILLE 

L2 

81 

*8t5 

98 0 0 Crew GoldLink Feat. Brent Faiyaz & Shy Glizzy 
INNALION [OCARLOS,IWADON,CWCCOMMG] SOUAAASHCILLURCA 

82 4 

65 
4 AN! 2 Chainz Feat. Travis Scott 

76 8 ...; erageaCetifigL,F.F.S.4.à.i sMeillOM 
am THE REAL UMVBISRY/DEFJAM 

55 

1 

7 

93 0 Somebody Else Will Justin Moore 
S.BORCHETTA.ISSTOVER [K.ARCHER.A.HAMBAFCK.TOTTOH] VALOR? 

83 7 

57 79 85 Every Time I Hear That Song Blake Shelton 
D.iiNDRIC(S{A.MAYOCINDMELWARRKELD.WARRIN WARNER BROS NAWILLE/WVN 

56 11 

NEW 
50 

0 lerika Jake Paul &Erika Costell Feat. Uncle Kade 
Na" LIS-ED [NOT USTED] LAKE PAUL 

86 1 

The Cure Lady Gaga 
84 87 

merÉiÉria mrio'Nee»4 r. Lie Went' STMAMINVIVIIMCOPE 

39 14 

54 Signs Drake 83 88 
KffliBpkGWIMULIMMADINGUEIVALIM6A0 UNGUCM/iCAMMIB/TeUELC 

36 4 

RE-ENTRY 
0 WhateverTou Need Meek Mill Feat. Chris Woe &Ty Dalla Sign 

MisÉVÉVeggiÉgratee."- . .,....., 
82 2 

o Reminder The Weeknd 
99 

P:Acmceirre.Ydegireeekire. gee XO/RPUBuC 

31 11 

NEW o  Young Dumb& Broke Khalid 
LUTTLE [KAONNSON,IlfrTLE,TAILEY] RIGHT HAND/RCA 

91 1 

0  B  Amante Nicky Jam 
RE-ENTRY SAGA WKT MAC K [NRIVERA CAM INDIO, 

!MEDINA VELEZSAGAffleTEBLACI(] LA INDUSTRLA/SONY MUSC LATIN 

92 11 

Weak •  AJR 80 95 93 
AR piMETZGERJ.METZGERAMETZGER] AJR/BMG/REDASSOCLATED LABELS 

73 11 

RE-ENTRY 0  it Ain't My Fault Brothers Osborne 

LICYCE [10SBORNE -J.OSBORNEITMILLER] Bell NASHVILLE 

94 5 

0  Subeme La Radio Enrgielçieslas . Feat Ceuerner kerlo, &I& Lennox 
RE-ENTRY 

noffiNiejeACG.VM20112.1.EOFfte RIVERA] SONY MK lAliN 

81 7 

NEW 0 VVoman Kesha Feat. The Dap-Kings Horns 
IBROWN.D.PEARSON [K,SEBERT,A.PETIRSON,SWRABEL] KEMOSABEACA 

96 1 

RHNTRy 0  Rollin Calvin Harris Feat. Future & Khalid 
CALVIN HARReALVIN HAFAISINOWLBUNICROBINSON] FlY En/COLUMBIA 

62 4 

96 r iCil 98 Element. Kendrick Lamar 
SCUNVWVE [KLCUC(VVCeUINA1CHEMSFIAP4 MP DAWC/AFIRMAIWINTRiCOn 

16 11 

0 99 Glorious Macklemore Feat. Skylar Grey 

RICO[BliAGG9BY.SKYUAGeryABPIANDREWSIMMPfq ES,DCVADMVAraMOS 
89 2 

RE-ENTRY 0  No Complaints Metro Boomln Feat. Offset& Drake 
htni0 BOOMN [LIWAYNEK CEPHJSA GRAHAM] BOOMNATI/REPUBUC 

71 3 

SELENA 
GOMEZ FEAT. 

GUCCI MANE 
Fetish 
e 

Gomez boasts three 
simultaneous top 30 hits on 
the Hot 100 forthe first time. 
"Fetish" joins entries at No.21 
and No.30 with 14.5 million 

U.S. streams and 34,000 
downloads sold. 

JAKE PAUL 
& ERIKA 

86 COSTELL 
FEAT. 
UNCLE KADE 
lerika 

 I.  

Following Paul's departure 
from Disney's Bizaardvark 
show,the song by the trio 

of artists with robust social 
media followings debuts with 
7.7 million domestic clicks. 
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Rob Beck Scott Borchetta 

4c, 

Mike Dungan 

NIL 
John Esposito Randy Goodman 

.M• 

Kerni Edwards 

Mary Hilliard Harrington Clint Higham 

CMA 
COUNTRY MUSIC ASSOCIATION 

congratulates our passionate and dedicated Board Members and 
Executive Producer along with all of the 2017 Country Power Players! 

11 
John Hule 

Brian O'Connell 

John Marks 

Bill Simmons 

Joel Ka 

Jason Owen 

-a 
Clarence Spalding 

Mar ion Kraft Jon Loba 

Rod Phillips 

Shane McAnally 

Troy Tomlinson 

Sally Seitz 

Ben Vaughn Jody Williams Sally Williams Kyle Young 
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American Airlines 

STAND UP WITH US 
We can all take a stand against cancer 

Make a donation to Stand Up To Cancer through our Mi/es To Stand Up 
program and you will receive American Airlines AAdvantage" miles. 

Donate and earn at aa.com/standup 

WorldRadioHistory



ON THE COVER 
IWranda Lambert photographed by 
Miller Mobley on June 23 at White 
Avenue Studio in Nashville. Styling 
by Tiffany Giff ord. Lambert wears a 
Ch loe coat from New York Vintage, 
Balmain bodysu it, Wolford tights 
and Lana Jewelry earrings. Watch 
Lambert share life lessons in a 
video at Billboard.com. 

THIS WEEK 

Volume129 / No.18 

TO OUR READERS 
Billboardwill publish its 
next issue on Aug. 10. For 
24-7 music cove rage, gob 

Billboard.com. 

Lambert wears a 
Brandon Maxwell suit, 
Maidenettebrafrom 
New York Vintage, and 
Maxior and Jennifer 
Fisher rings. 

10 BILLBOARD I .À 

FEATURES 
60 'I Won't Take Pain for 

Granted Anymore' 

Miranda Lambert hit the 
studio after her divorce from 
Bloke Shelton. But The 
Weight of These Wings 
is no breakup album — 
it's a declaration of her 
importance as an artist. 

66 Musk City's Most Vaunted 
The 100 leaders, achievers 
and influencers on 
Billboard's third annual 
Nashville Country Power 
Players list generated 
$1.2 billion in sales, 
streaming and touring 
in 2016. 

BILLBOARD HOT 100  
3 Sam Hunt's "Body Like a 

Back Road" scores a record-
tying 24th week at No. ion 
Hot Country Songs. 

TOPLINE 
After laying off 40 percent 
of its staff to cut costs, and 
a pledge by its founder to 
soldier on, SoundCloud 
faces an uncertain future. 

4 Chester Bennington is 
remembered by Jeff Blue, 
the former A&R executive 
who signed !Akin Park to 
Warner Bros. Records, 
and others. 

7 DAYS ON THE SCENE 
42 Art for Life, Faster Horses 

THE BEAT  
47 In the age of "Despacito," 

how does a bachata star 
like Romeo Santos survive? 
By punching back —and 
making business moves, 
with JAY-Z's help. 

56 From the home of his pal, 
chef Claus Meyer, The 
National's Aaron Dessner 
digs into new cuisine — and 
a fresh festival idea. 

BACKSTAGE PASS 
102 After a record-setting 

$53 million-grossing tour, 
Eric Church reflects on 
finding stardom, fighting 
scalpers and raising children 
in turbulent times. 

CHARTS 
156 Los Del Rlo's remixed 

"Macarena" ruled the 
Hot 100 for 14 weeks. 
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• 
61• SOLD OUT SHOWS 

2 sets / 3.5+ hou 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

ERIC 
CHURCH 
AFTER OUR HIGHEST ATTENDED 

COUNTRY SHOW EVER AT BARCLAYS 

CENTER, WE'RE THRILLED TO SEE 

THE HOLDIN' MY OWN TOUR 

CONTINUE TO TAKE THE NATION 

BY STORM. 

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO LOUIS 

MESSINA, MESSINA TOURING GROUP, 

Q PRIME AND VVME FOR CREATING 

MEMORIES WITH US. 

BARCLAYS 
CENTER 
BROOK LYN 

A BROOKLYN SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT VENUE 
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Can SoundCloud Be Saved? 
Amid layoffs that cut 40 percent of the company's staff, a gathering storm of bad press and a 

pledge by its founder to soldier on, streaming's indie darling faces an uncertain future 

E
LEVEN YEARS AGO, WHEN 
Alexander Ljung and 
Eric Wahlforss met as 
students at Sweden's KTH 

Royal Institute of Technology, 
they had three things in common: 
They were obsessive music geeks; 
they used Macintosh computers; 
and they felt MySpace was bloated 
and overly complicated, especially 
for musicians. In 2008, the duo 
launched SoundCloud, a nimble, 
easy-to-use platform for artists to 
share new tracks instantly — and 
within months, Beck, 
Sonic Youth and Moby 
were on it, helping 
spread the service to 
160,000 users. 
Now reaching 

175 million users 
globally, SoundCloud continues to 
drive music culture, helping break 
hits like Desligner's "Panda" 
and spawning a grassroots, youth-
oriented wing of hip-hop known 
as "SoundCloud rap." But due to a 
series of missteps, the German-based 
outfit is on life support, announcing 
173 layoffs, drastic cost-cutting 

175M 
Number of listeners 
SoundCloud reaches 

globally as of August 2016 

BY STEVE KNOPPER 

and consolidation of its offices into 
Berlin and New York on July 6. Ljung 
insists the company is "on our path 
to profitability," having secured a 
$70 million round of credit in March, 
but expenses have dwarfed revenue 
growth for years, and artists and 
labels are looking for alternative ways 
to share free music quickly and easily. 

Still, loyalists aren't counting 
the service out yet, with potential 
buyers such as Deezer in the wings, 
sources say. "I'm working on the 
SoundCloud thing," Chance the 

Rapper tweeted 
July 13, saying he had 
spoken with Ljung 
and was optimistic 
about the company's 
future, valued in 
2014 at $700 million. 

Now, though one analyst estimates 
its value at half that sum, a label 
executive says he remains "bullish 
on SoundCloud," noting that its "DJ 
sets and hip-hop mixtapes are not 
available" elsewhere. 
"They fulfill a very important 

niche in the music community," 
adds Ben Swanson, co-owner of 

Secretly Group. "It's our hope they 
find someone to acquire them or help 
them live another day." 
As the punk rocker of the digital 

music world, SoundCloud grew 
quickly, reaching 10 million users 
by 2012. Allowing musicians to post 
unfinished work, bonus tracks and 
remixes, it became "a place that you 
put music up because, 'Hey, here's 
a new track or idea,' " says Keith 
Jeffery of Australian pop duo Atlas 
Genius, which posted its first song, 
"Trojans," on the site in 2012, six 
months before signing with Warner 
Bros. Records. It fostered "an air of 
experimentation," adds Jeffery. 

But SoundCloud, like many 
free-music services, started having 
problems when record companies 
began pressuring it to pay for the 
copyrighted music its users were 
uploading so enthusiastically. The 
major labels agreed not to sue 
over such copyright violations if 
SoundCloud sold ads and shared 
the revenue with them. SoundCloud 
signed a licensing deal with Warner 
Music Group in 2014, promising to 
launch a paid subscription service. 

THE OVER UNDER 

A federal judge hands Taylor Swift 

a pretrial victory over DJ David 

"Jackson" Mueller in groping case, 

ruling Mueller destroyed evidence. 

In a statement from his lawyer, 

R. Kelly "unequivocally denies" 

allegations that he is controlling a 

cult of several young women. 

Universal Music Latin America 

boss Jesus Lopez celebrates as 

"Despacito  becomes the most-

streamed song of all time. 
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But Universal Music Group and 
Sony Music Entertainment weren't 
quite as anxious to strike deals, and 
at one point Sony yanked its biggest 
stars, such as Kelly Clarkson and 
Adele, due to what one executive 
told Billboard was "a lack of 
monetization opportunities." 
Soon, artists began to complain. 

"A lot of friends were getting stuff 
deleted," says Diablo, a producer 
for 1.11 Pump, Smokepurpp and 
others in the Florida SoundCloud 
rap scene. "They were focusing on 
major labels and not catering to their 
artists; without us, there would be 
no SoundCloud. They're making 
millions of dollars off us." 

Both Universal and Sony signed 
deals in early 2016, but by then, 
says a source at a major label, "they 
were way, way too late launching 
their subscription [service]." Spotify 

Right:A view of 
Mykonos' port. 

Below: NERVO's 
Miriam (left) 

and Olivia Nervo 
onstage at the 

island's Paradise 
Club in 2016. 

already had roughly loo million 
monthly users, while Apple Music 
had 23 million paid subscribers. 

"In the meantime, they hadn't 
really evolved, and some of the luster 
had come off the brand," the source 
continues. "It wasn't cool in quite the 
saine way as it had been." 
SoundCloud's $2o-per-month 

SoundCloud Pro, which launched in 
March 2016, never got traction. 
The free service also has its 

limits. Electronic duo XY1.0 put 
out "America" in 2015, landing 
2.6 million SoundCloud plays, but to 
graduate to pop stardom, the group 
will have to expand to a mainstream 
service. "SoundCloud is like junior 
varsity — it's a great way to figure 
out if you're good at basketball, but 
the goal is the NBA," says XYLO 
co-manager Matt Graham. 
When XYLO signed with The 

C ha insm okers' label, Disruptor, 
which is distributed by Sony, the 
imprint restricted what the band 
could post for free. "We want as 
much music out there as possible," 
says Graham, "but record labels need 

"SoundCloud 
is like junior 
varsity. But the 
goal is the NBA. 
—X110 co-manager Matt Graham 

to monetize the music." 
That tension has stifled 

SoundCloud's growth. "The whole 
company was built for independent 
artists, and now you're telling them: 
'Most of your fans won't get this 

Dance Music's Next Utopia 
With big-name talent, a growing club scene and exploding tourism, the 
Greek isle of Mykonos hosts a new gold rush for the electronic world 

BY JACK TREGONING 

T
HIS SUMMER, DJ 
Arthur Chren 
took a leave of 
absence from 

his day job as a New York 
newscaster to head to the 
Greek island of Mykonos, 
opening a new beach club 
called SantAnna where 
dance music artists have 
been spinning deep house 

tracks for 800 afternoon 
revelers a day since July 5. 

"There's a general 
consensus that this is the 
next Ibiza," says Chren, 44, 
a partner and music director 
for the club who starts the 
tunes at 2 p.m. on weekends 
to dissuade all-night partiers 
from "missing the most 
beautiful time on the island." 

Despite Greece's economic 
crisis, Mykonos is becoming 
an international Mecca for 
sun-drenched, ouzo-fueled 
partying as fans pour in 
to hear the latest in dance 
music. The Aegean Sea 
isle, with just 280 hotels, 
had 290,000 international 
airport arrivals in 2016, 
and projects an increase of 

music; it's behind a paywall,' " says 
Chad "The Wolf" Taylor, manager 
for Childish Gambino, whose early 
mixtapes broke on SoundCloud 
before he signed with Glassnote 
Records in 2011. "There are barriers 
where there weren't before. That has 
made things difficult for them." 
As SoundCloud began to resemble 

its more established competitors but 
with fewer resources, "the investor 
community became increasingly 
skeptical," says the major-label 
source. In 2014, company revenue 
grew 54 percent to $20 million, but 
losses doubled to $42 million. 
The most likely scenario remains 

an acquisition, though SoundCloud 
is unlikely to fetch $700 million and 
Spotify's interest has cooled. "It's a 
good service and will probably find a 
home," says the label source. "I just 
think it'll be at a fire-sale price." 0 

11 percent in 2017, according 
to the Greek Tourism 
Confederation. In addition 
to a new crop of luxe beach 
clubs, including SantAnna 
and 2-year-old Scorpios, the 
1,000-capacity club Void 
opened in July in Mykonos 
Town. Next-gen EDM 
stars like marshmello and 
Alan Walker played the 
island's premier open-air 
Cavo Paradiso for the first 
time this summer, while 
Coda Agency booker Mike 
Malak, (AlunaGeorge, 
Dada Life) says Coda's 
Mykonos bookings doubled 
in 2017 after three static 
years. "Artists speak to each 
other, and the message gets 
around that it's an amazing 
place," he says. 
While Spain's Ibiza has 

yet to be been dethroned as 
Europe's unofficial dance 
capital, drawing 3.6 million 
arrivals in 2016 (up 15 percent 
from 2015, according to 
officials), Mykonos offers 
tickets to see big-room 
draws such as D1 Snake and 
deadmau5 for half the 
price of comparable tickets 
in Ibiza. Sources say DJs can 
also earn more in Mykonos 

than Ibiza, where some 
accept reduced fees due to 
the Spanish island's cachet. 
Cavo Paradiso GM 

Margharita Antonini says 
attendance at her 24-year-
old club has been steadily 
increasing for the past 15 
years, a trend she sees as in 
line with the island's "state of 
continuous development." 
While local business 

owners express frustration 
with Greece's slow 
bureaucracy and high 
operating costs (the value-
added-tax rate is 24 percent), 
its tourism industry reflects 
a wider boom, creating 
much-needed jobs across 
the country. 
"Greeks are used to 

adversity," says Antonini, 
noting the region has been 
"invaded and occupied 
many times in our 3,500-
year history," and not just 
by carefree dance fans. Says 
Thomas Heyne, who spent 
5 million euros ($5.5 million) 
to open Scorpios in 2015: 
"Ibiza freaks who say they 
will never go anywhere else 
come to Mykonos and say, 
'Why didn't I come here 
earlier?' " 

22 BILLBOARD I AUGUST 5, 2 017 

WorldRadioHistory



TO SUCCEED IN 
NASHVILLE 

YOU i\EED LEADERSHIP 
THIS POWERFUL. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR EXECUTIVES ON THE 

NASHVILLE POWER PLAYERS LIST. 

, 
SONY MUSIC 

WorldRadioHistory



TOPLINE 

— 1976-2017 - 

Chester 
Bennington 

Je Blue is a multiplatinum producer-songwriter and a veteran AÉrR 
executive who has worked at Atlantic, Interscope, Zomba Music Publishing 
and RCA, among others. In the late 199os into the 2000S, Blue helped 
shepherd Linkin Park's early career and negotiated its deal with Warner 
Bros. Records, bringing the band with him when he became senior vp A&R 
at WBR. He is developing new duo Riot Child for his production company, 
Alf Blue Music. Blue remembers his longtime friend, the late Linkin Park 
singer Chester Bennington, who died July 20. 

It was 1997. A young and inspired 
Brad Delson was my intern at 
Zomba Music Publishing. The 
future Linkin Park founder-guitarist 
glanced at the Korn plaque and Limp 
Blzkit poster on my wall and told me 
he was going to put a band together 
that would change the world. 

After seeing Brad's band, Xero, 
perform its first show, I signed it to 
a publishing development deal. 
Together, we set out on the 
four-year development run 
that would introduce the 
world to what became Linkin 
Park and the gentle purity and 
emotional complexity of an artist 
named Chester Bennington. 

But that would come later, and 
with some tweaks to Xero's setup. 
After 44 showcases and 43 rejections 
from labels, it was apparent there 
needed to be a change. 

In 1999, attorney Scott 
Harrington suggested Chester 
from a band called Grey Daze in 
Phoenix as a possible new lead singer 
to complement Mike Shinodo. We 
called Chester and asked him if he 
wanted to make history by being the 
next big vocalist in a band that no 
one had heard of... yet. 

Seizing the opportunity, Chester 
left his own birthday party to lay 
down vocals to the tracks I had 
overnighted him. By the time I 
got back to Los Angeles from South 
by Southwest, I had a demo tape 
from Chester. 
What I heard floored me. Every 

crack of his voice had a story to tell. 
It was iconic, genuine, vulnerable, 
urgent, beautiful and hit you in the 
gut. I immediately called Brad and 
Mike and told them I was flying 
Chester out to Los Angeles. 

BI Ue 

Into my office walked a kid with 
Coke-bottle glasses; a glittery, 
button-down black shirt two sizes 
too big; spiked black hair; and an 
unstoppable smile from ear to ear 
that lit up the room. I couldn't believe 
the voice I heard on the demo came 
out of the shy kid sitting before me. 

It took a couple of months for the 
band to jell, but the magic was there. 

Chester embraced his vulner-
ability and inner conflict, and 
his image soon reflected his 
powerful voice that would 
reach so many. 
The band, which was 

now going by Hybrid Theory, 
rehearsed out of a room with broken 
water pipes on Sunset Boulevard. I 
invited label reps, all of whom had 
previously passed on the band, to 
see the new version. Although he 
was performing in a small, leaky 
room in front of an audience of only 
one person, Chester treated it as a 

"Every crack of his voice had a story to tell. 
It was iconic, genuine, vulnerable, 

urgent, beautiful and hit you in the gut." 
stadium filled with 50,000 fervent 
fans. While screaming his signature 
lungs out, he would sing within 
inches of the A8rR executive's nose. 
You could feel his breath on your 
cheeks. He had the confidence to put 
his soul out there, telling his story the 
only way he could: in your face. You 
either got it or you didn't. 
And still, every label passed. 

But the rejection only served to 
fuel the band's determination. 
For some reason, the labels didn't 

hear Mike's exceptional writing, 
Chester's soaring melodies, the 
band's well-crafted dynamics and 
the undeniable chemistry between 
Chester and Mike. But the fans 
soon would. 

Several labels pursued me to do 
A&R after I secured a deal for Macy 
Gray, whom I developed at Zomba. 
I insisted that I bring Hybrid Theory 
under my new contract as my first 
signing. The one label executive who 
was truly interested in Hybrid Theory 

was Warner Bros.' loe M c Ewen. 
Despite being the smallest offer, I 
knew the label provided the perfect 
environment for the band to thrive. 

However, before we started the 
album, McEwen moved on from 
Warner Bros., leaving the fate of the 
band uncertain. At NRG Studios 
in Los Angeles, Chester and Mike 
continued to refine their iconic 
sound, working together on lyrics 
and melody to create a combined 
voice that would touch the hearts of 
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Previously unpublished 
portrait of Bennington 
photographed byJim 
Louvau in Arizona on 
Feb.26,2012. Louvau 

worked with Bennington 
for a decade as a 

p hotograp her. They were 
friends for 17 years. 

millions. Manager Rob McDermott 
and I were told the band had to 
change its naine due to a legal 
conflict; everything from Pleat to 
Platinum Lotus Foundation was 
considered, and finally, I believe it 
was Chester who suggested the naine 
"Linkin Park," after Lincoln Park in 
Santa Monica, Calif. 
I remember going into a back 

room to listen to the latest roughs. 
I came back with tears in my eyes. 
Mike and Chester said, "Oh, 
man, you hate it." I replied, "I'm 
speechless. You created a timeless 
piece of work. These are tears of 
joy. Let's go mix!" Those are the 
moments you never forget. 

In 2000, at a radio convention, 
programmers got an early taste 

"His voice will live forever," says Blue of Bennington (center), shown 
performing with Linkin Park at the Reading Festival in England in 2003. 

of "One Step Closer" and began 
demanding to play the track. Warner 
Bros., in poetic synergy, rushed 
out the single to rock radio and 
moved up the release date for the 
album, now called Hybrid Theory, 
to October 2000. A few weeks later, 
Chester and I were vacationing 
in Mexico. A girl walked past 
Chester, saw his wrists adorned 
with fire tattoos, and said to her 
friend, "That's the guy in the video 
I told you about!" The "One Step 
Closer" video had been out only a 
couple of weeks, and that was all the 
confirmation I needed to know that 
Chester, along with the rest of the 
band, was on his way to stardom. 
Only a couple of months after 

that, I flew to Sacramento, Calif., 
to present the band with its first 
gold plaque for sales of soo,000, 
and at the same time, I was able 
to say it already had been certified 
platinum. We all walked onstage to 
see thousands of kids singing each 
word to every song. And that was 
just the beginning. 

Every week, at least one person 
tells me how Chester and Linkin 
Park's music touched their lives, 
serving as a release, a catharsis, a 
therapy for inner turmoil. Chester 
was an inspiration to myself and the 
world. He was an example that you 
can achieve anything you set your 
mind to, but that at the same time 
we are all human and vulnerable. 
He let us know we are not alone, 
that we all feel self-doubt, despair, 
rage and exhilaration. 

I'm so glad Chester had the 
time on this planet to bless us all 
with his special gift. His voice will 
live forever. 0 

Top Five 

Highest-Selling 

Linkin Park Albums 

10.5Us, 

I 6.2M 

3.3M 

I 2.1M 

• k 
Reanimation, 2 

27.8M 
Linkin Park's 

U.S. album sales, 
according to 
Nielsen Music. 

'HE WANTED LINKIN PARK 

TO CHANGE PEOPLE'S LIVES' 
The band's former label head and 
producer look back at Bennington's life 

Chester was a great singer in the classic 
way that great rock singers move the 
world with their voice. He had a unique 

ability to bring forth a guttural scream 
that would project the intent of the song, and in the 

same song, flip to a beautiful melody that drove home 

the song's purpose. He wanted Linkin Park to change 
people's lives. He sucked people in. 

Chester was a very impassioned person. He 

believed in what he was doing at all times, whether it 
was a small conversation about being a father or being 
a good person, but in particular when it was about 

his songwriting or the records that Linkin Park was 
making. He believed in the spirit of rock'n'roll and the 

purpose it had in fans lives. As the band grew, it never 

had a sense of entitlement; Chester still brought his 
basic instincts and talents into the room every time. 

It was a pleasure working with the band. It knew 

how to give back to family and causes. Chester was 
the guy in front, the one that had to expose what its 

convictions were, what its purpose was as a band. 
That's what lead singers were supposed to do. And 

he did that. 
—Former Warner Bros. Records chairman/CEO 

Tom Whalley 

I met with them in 1999 and went to a 

rehearsal. Chester started singing, and I 
was li ke, "Oh, my God, this is really 

special" I'd never really heard somebody 

sing that incredibly in a little, crappy rehearsal room. In 

that first rehearsal, he overshadowed the whole band; 

he was such a huge force vocally that it got me really 
excited about the project. 

Back then, they were young kids. The record 

company had signed this band that it thought was 
a normal rap-rock group that would do OK. And 
when the [executives] first came in and listened 

to Hybrid Theory, their jaws were on the floor; they 
couldn't believe it. They were bringing everybody 

over to listen to the album in the studio. And then it 

instantly became a huge priority for the label. 
When we went in and did Meteora, it was such a 

fun, easy record to make, because Tom Whalley was 

super supportive. He was a positive energy around the 
band, and Chester and Mike continued to be amazing. 

There was a trust element on Meteora that maybe 

wasn't quite there [before]. 
Chester had an amazing sense of humor. On 

Meteora, he set up this Pro Tools rig in the lounge, and 

he would write these funny punk-rock songs and play 
them for us. He just was a funny guy. 

For a record producer, he was a dream come true. 

It's crazy how hard he could sing with such precision. 

I've had four or five times in the studio that I got goose 
bumps. One was with Chester. 
—Hybrid Theory and Meteora producer Don Gilmore 
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NIMMIUMWE 

CO-FOUNDERS, ZUMBA FITNESS 

Beto 
Perez & 
Alberto 
Perlman 
The fitness-craze creators on 
breaking tracks by Pitbull and a 
new partnership with Steve Aoki 

BY LEILA COBO 

PHOTOGRAPHED BY BRIAN SMITH 

W
HEN SHAKIRA AND 
Carlos Vives released their 
global hit, "La Bicicleta," in 
May 2016, the Colombian 

diva followed up with a personal request to 
her Zumba instructor, Marta F orm oso • 
Could she do anything with the song? 
As it turns out, she could do plenty. 

Formoso was in the midst of a global tour 

with Zumba co-founder/chief creative 
officer Alberto "Beto" Perez,47, who 
spent that night feverishly choreographing 
the track with cumbia steps and sexy hip 
swivels. The next day, Perez premiered 
the dance in front 0f4,000 people at 
a Zumba class in Italy, adding encores 
in Brazil, Japan and Argentina. Shalcira 
posted a video of the debut on her YouTube 
channel, garnering over 2.6 million views. 
Two days later, "La Bicicleta" debuted atop 
Billboard's Latin Airplay chart. 

"Shalcira's team was going crazy," Perez 
says with a laugh. "So when [the single] 
'Chantaje' launched [in October], they 
said, 'Can we do it again?" 
Such is the power of Zumba, the fitness 

— and increasingly musical — empire 
launched by Perez alongside business 
partner and company CEO Alberto 
Perlman, the corporate ying to Perez's 
creative yang and president/C00 
Alberto Aghlon. The program is now 
taught at over 200,000 locations in 186 
countries, with approximately is million 
people attending a class on any given day. 
While Zumba won't disclose how many 
instructors it has licensed worldwide, the 
number has multiplied tenfold in the last 
decade, and each teacher pays to subscribe 
to the Zumba Instructor Network (ZIN), 

which provides access to original music 
and choreography routines. 
The program produces much of the 

music used in its classes in-house, with 
a team of lo producers and songwriters. 
It also has partnered with major Latin 
stars like Don Omar and Pitbull, whose 
respective hits "Zumba" and "Pause" (the 
latter reaching No. 73 on the Billboard 
Hot loo) were created specifically for 
Zumba routines. On July 28, fellow workout 
favorite Daddy Yankee will perform his 
Zumba hit, "Hula Hoop," at the company's 
annual convention in Orlando, Fla. The 
songs now soundtrack an untold number of 
routines uploaded to YouTube, providing 
a promotional platform for the song and 
program, and a headache for the creators. 
"We calculate that on YouTube there 

are 7 million videos with 7 trillion views 
of user-generated Zumba content that 
has nothing to do with us," says Perlman. 
"We think YouTube should pay us, but 
there are fair-use issues." 
Now the company, which houses 250 

employees at its Miami headquarters, is 
doubling down on its Strong by Zumba 
fitness program, which incorporates music 
into already-established routines in a kind 
of reverse choreography. Launched in 2016 
with music from Timbaland, Strong will 

"It's like the Rocky 
movie wherethe music 
highlights the training 
scene," says Perlman 
(right), photographed 
with Perez on July 13 
at Zumba Fitness in 

Hallandale Beach, Fla., 
about their Strong by 
Zumba campaign with 

new artist partner Steve 
Aoki. it makes you want 

to work out." 
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now premiere music from its latest partner, 
Steve Aoki, in hopes of diversifying its 
demo and reach beyond Latin dance fans. 
"We thrive because Zumba is like water," 

says Perlman. "It goes everywhere." 

Zumba has been a fitness company 
for over 15 years. When did you realize 
you were also a music company? 
PERLMAN When Pitbull carne to our office in 
2010. Ted Nugent's wife — she's a Zumba 

value we bring]. And we have different 
rates for different artists; if the artist is little 
known, they usually come and say to us, 
"Take my song with no fee." 

So how do you make money? 
PERLMAN It's hard to be able to pay for 
music if you're just doing fitness DVDs; 
you won't be able to make the investments 
we make. We have instructors all over the 
world paying for this content. There are 

"Pitbull came to us and said, 'You guys 
are the radio station of the future." 
instructor — went up to him at the airport 
and said, "Thank you for 'Calle Ocho." 
Pitbull came to us and said, "You guys are 
the radio station of the future. People are 
dancing to my music in your classes, and 
they can't change the station." 

How do you choose the songs? 
PEREZ First of all, I need to love the song. 
If the song doesn't work for Zumba, we 
don't do it, even if it's a famous artist. It 
needs to be catchy. It's not about speed, it's 
about happiness, celebration, party. Zumba 
music director Sergio Minski gives me 
500 songs, and we whittle it down to 13 that 
I think make the perfect class. Sometimes 
I test a song in class and it doesn't work. 
Sometimes we hear a song and we say, 
"This song is created for us." 
PERLMAN We give instructors three types of 
music: original music that our producers 
create; discovery tracks, as in "You should 
listen to this new artist"; and famous 
music. A remibc also works really well. 
With "Despacito," we didn't [give] it to the 
instructors; the instructors picked it up. So 
we went to Universal and they said, "We 
have an exclusive remix — the salsa version 
— for you." And we're increasingly getting 
songs before they're released. 

Do you make money from the plays 
you generate? 
PERLMAN No. We license the song at a good 
rate because the labels now know [the 

official and unofficial routines. But you 
have to be an official Zumba instructor to 
have the right to teach a Zumba class and 
have access to all the tracks and choreos. 
PEREZ If you want to create good music for a 
fitness program, you need to spend money. 

Strong by Zumba launched a year 
ago, and you already have 25,000 
instructors. But the musical concept is 
completely different from Zumba. 
PEREZ We always create choreography with 
something that exists. I said, "This time, 
we'll do the routine and the musician will 
create music for my routine." 
PERLMAN Every song is a world. You have 
to match every move; we sit for three days 
creating one track. Each class consists of 
75 percent original music and 25 percent 
licenses. Sometimes we find a song with 
the right structure, like "Freaks" by Timmy 
Trumpet and Savage. We licensed it and 
added accents for the workout. 

1 Perez, who is passionate 
about bikes and motorcycles, 
keeps these models on 
his desk.2These dolls of 
Perez have been given to 
him by Zumba instructors 
around the world; they sit 
alongside a bottle of Voli 
vodka, a gift from Pitbull. 
3 ZIN members get a monthly 
disc that includes new music 
and choreographies; the 
company has published 70 
volumes thus far.4 Perez 
is a huge Michael Jackson 
fan and cites him as an 
inspiration for his work. 

What Is Steve AokI's role? 
PERLMAN We sent him the choreography, 
and he's doing a five-minute track. We'll 
promote across our channels, and he'll 
promote as well. In October, we'll do an 
experience with a class and have him there. 

Since these are songs you commission, 
how are the deals structured? 
PERLMAN Every deal is different. 
Sometimes there are complete buyouts. 
A big artist usually keeps their publishing 
and we get the right to release and exploit 
the song; sometimes the label gets a piece. 
We're trying to do something special with 
music in the fitness world. I think Steve 
Aoki is excited about the concept, and the 
label is excited, too. Same with Timbaland. 
He was the first artist to do a track with 
Strong. He said, "This is a challenge, and I 
think fitness is the future." 
PEREZ For musicians and producers, it's a 
new way to make music; we give them a 
guide. Their creativity matrix is amazing. 

What is the Strong business model? 
PERLMAN It's democratic, like Zumba. You 
could be in Cypress and take a Zumba class 
in a little hut. For us, fitness is inclusive 
and you can do it anywhere. We already 
have lo,000 Strong classes happening in 
Thailand, in Argentina. 
PEREZ In my studio, I've had Naomi 
Campbell take a class next to my 
housekeeper. Rich, poor, all races can do 
Zumba. I was in Israel, and it was amazing 
to see everyone — old, young, Palestinians, 
Jews — dancing and smiling. I'm happy it 
can help bring a little peace to the world. 0 
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07-17 

—> 

07-18 

Triple 8 Management 

acquired Nashville-based 

artist management, 

marketing agency and 

independent label Good 

Time Inc., whose roster 

includes Judah et The Lion and 

Kris Allen. 

Chrysalis Records entered a 

global partnership with pop 

duo Everything but the Girl. 

Amy Wheatley was 

appointed GM of Ministry of 

Sound Recordings. She joins 

the Sony-owned imprint from 

Three Six Zero, where she was 

head of U.K. marketing. 

Colombian star Maluma 

signed a worldwide 

publishing deal with Sony/ 

ATV. He's signed to Sony 

Music Latin America. 

Grammy-nominated hip-hop 

veteran leezy signed with 

United Talent Agency for 

worldwide representation. 

Wheatley 

07-20 

—> 

The Recording Academy 

president/CEO Nell Portnow 

announced Fleetwood Mac 

as the 2018 MusiCares 

Person of the Year. The 28th 

annual benefit gala is set for 

Jan. 26 at Radio City Music 

Hall in New York. This is 

the first time a band will be 

recognized with the tribute. 

Former Creative Artists 

Agency agent David Zedeck 

announced he is leaving Live 

Nation, where he held the 

title of executive vp/president 

of global talent and artist 

development for five years, to 

run United Talent Agency's 

music department. Zedeck's 

contract with Live Nation was 

expiring at the end of the year. 

AGOLDE revealed ASAP 

Ferg will design a unisex fall 

collection for the company. 

The ASAP Mob member 

previously designed a spring 

2016 line for the denim brand. 

City of Hope honored Red 

Light Management founder 

Coran Capshaw at the New 

York Spirit of Life campaign 

kickoff event at Fred's at 

Barneys in New York. Capshaw 

will receive City of Hope's 2017 

Spirit of Life Award at the 

cancer center's annual gala in 

Los Angeles on Nov. 2. 

07-24 

--> 

Brooklyn-based label 

Fool's Gold, co-founded 

by Di-producer A-Trak, 

entered a worldwide 

distribution partnership 

with Caroline, Capitol Music 

Group's indie-focused 

label-services division. 

Roc Nation took to Twitter to 

reveal that Korean-American 

hip-hop artist lay Park joined 

its roster. 

Vice Media laid off at least 

60 employees in an effort to 

focus on video expansion. 

The cuts affected nonvideo 

positions across the 

company's sales, branded, 

editorial and corporate 

divisions in both North 

America and Europe. 

Vimeo elevated AnJall Sud 

from GM/senior vp creator 

business to CEO of the online 

video platform. 

Warner Bros. Records 

president/head of A&R Dan 

McCarroll left the label after 

more than two years. He 

previously was president of 

Capitol Records. 

Nadine Coyle, former 

member of U.K. pop 

group Girls Aloud, 

signed with Virgin EMI 

for her second solo 

album. She again will 

work with producer 

Brian Higgins. 

Sony/ATV signed 

a publishing deal 

with Heard Well, a 

music label created 

and promoted 

by social media 

tastemakers. 

BIRTHDAYS 

Park 

Charli XCX 

July 28 
Soulja Boy (27) 
July 29 
Martina McBride (51) 
Geddy Lee (64) 
July 30 
Kate Bush (59) 
July 31 
Li I Uzi Vert (23) 
Zac Brown (39) 

Aug.1 
Adam Duritz (53) 
Coolio (54) 
Chuck D (57) 
Aug. 2 
Charli XCX (25) 
Aug.3 
D.R.A M (29) 
James Hetfield (54) 
Tony Bennett (91) 
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TOP L IN E MIDYEAR TOURING REPORT 

More Traffic, More Problems 
Despite increased security concerns, a battle brewing among some of the biggest venue owners in the world and legal issues 

in the festival and secondary ticketing markets, the live-music business is again on pace for another record-breaking year 

BY DAVE BROOKS 

A
FIER SWEARING 20 YEARS AGO THEY WOULD NEVER 
tour again, Guns N' Roses boast the top-grossing tour in 
what has been another record year for the concert business 
so far, despite fears of market saturation, high-profile festival 
collapses and terrorist threats. The reunited group's Not 
in This Lifetime Tour, which began in April 2016, has been 

packing stadiums from Japan to the United Arab Emirates ever since. 
"People love these songs but many haven't had the opportunity to see them 

live," says the band's agent, Ken FermaglIch, of United Talent Agency, noting 
that Appetite for Destnetion is Spotify's second-most-streamed album of the 
1980s, with "Sweet Child 0' Mine" having racked up 250 million streams 
alone. "So it's new fans and people that have been fans of the band for some 
time. This music brings a lot of people back to their youth in a massive stadium 
spectacle, with some of the best sound and production on the road right now." 
Halfway into 2017, megapromoter Live Nation's total gross, attendance and 

number of shows are all up between 8 and 10 percent, while AEG Presents has 
seen its number of shows and total attendance rise 4 percent. The top tours 
include runs by Coldploy, U2 and Bruce SprIngsteen, as well as impressive 

TOP 10 HIGHEST-GROSSING TOURS* 

ARTIST 
TOTAL 

GROSS 

TOTAL NO. OF 

ATTENDEES SHOWS 

1 GUNSN' ROSES 

2 COLDPLAY 

3 JUSTIN BIEBER 

4 U2 

5 RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS 

6 ERIC CHURCH 

7 TRANS-SIBERIAN ORCHESTRA 

8 BILLY JOEL 

9 BRUCESPRINGSTEEN &THE E STREET BAND 

10 STEVIE NICKS 

$99,031,131 

$86,818,781 

$63,467,924 

S57,994,031 

$56,290,817 

S52,792,439 

$45,546,995 

$39,166,971 

$37,972,463 

$35,500,826 

909,606 

735,626 

739,873 

478,235 

649,825 

868,212 

832,771 

350,560 

261,184 

364,403 

13 

61 

1/ 

14 

40 

'All chart information is based on box-office data reported to Billboard Boxscore for the period of N v. 8. 2016. through June 5. 2017. 
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TOPL IN E MIDYEAR TOURING REPORT 

arena jaunts by Justin Bieber, Red Hot ChM 
Peppers, Eric Church, Billy Joel and this year's 
sole female among the top lo, Stevie Nicks; all 
have raked in at least $35 million so far this year. 
So, with the potential for another record-breaking 
year on the books, is there a saturation point ahead 
for the live-music business? 

"I don't think we're even close to the point 
where we can max out," says Live Nation 
co-president for North American concerts 
Bob Roux, explaining that dynamic-pricing 
strategies, coupled with the growing practice of 
routing tours earlier, are helping promoters avoid 
the "arms race to get on sale and run into routing 
situations that cannibalize sales." 

But while sales remain strong, there are several 
dark clouds looming over the industry. Concerns 
about terrorism persist following the May attack 
at an Adana Grande concert in Manchester, 
England, that killed 22 people. The collapse 
of the supermodel-promoted Bahamas Fyre 
Festival in April, followed by the bankruptcy of 
Huka Entertainment's Pemberton Festival in 
June, spooked agents, investors and fans. The 
secondary ticketing market has been rocked by 
its own implosions, beginning with the crash of 
Scorebig in late 2016 that left millions of ticket 
orders unfilled and forced many brokers to write 
off hundreds of thousands in losses. In January, 
consolidation firm DTI was nearly brought down 
by investor/board member loe Meli, whom the 
FBI accused of operating a $95 million Ponzi 
scheme. Months later, broker National Event 
Company went bust after its owner and founder 
also was accused of operating a Ponzi scheme. 
Within the business, there is also concern over 

intensifying animosity between Live Nation, 
manager Irving Azoff and Madison Square 
Garden on one side and AEG and its allies on the 
other. Though Live Nation and AEG are longtime 
rivals, the fight has escalated lately: Azoff-MSG's 
Forum in Los Angeles has increasingly tied plays 
at the building to dates at New York's Madison 
Square Garden, with Azoff telling Billboard in 
April that "the premium MSG nights are going 
to loyal friends of the company. Playing The 
Forum — the obviously better music venue in Los 
Angeles — makes you a friend of the company." In 
response, AEG announced a new policy making 
it harder for acts to play its 02 Arena in London 
if they skip its Staples Center to play The Forum. 
The fight became even more entrenched when 
the Prudential Center in Newark, N.J., announced 
it was signing a booking deal with MSG, while 
Brooklyn's Barclays Center joined forces with 
AEG-owned Bowery Presents to buy Manhattan 
club Webster Hall, though Barclays reps insist the 
building remains neutral. 
"I'm worried that ... there's a nastiness engulfing 

the concert business. Not just with promoters, but 
with how the agencies are fighting each other," 
says one high-ranking executive. "I've never seen 
it this bad before." 
So far, though, the "venue wars" have not had 

"I don't 
think we're 
close to 
the point 
where we 
can max 
out." 
—Bob Roux, 
Live Nation 

TOP 10 PROMOTERS 

PROMOTER 
TOTAL GROSS TOTAL NO. OF 

All Promotions ATTENDEES SHOWS 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

LIVE I 

AEG PRLSCNTS 

OCESA-CIE 

CAESARS ENTERTAINMENT 

FRONTIER TOURING 

T4F-TIME FOR FUN 

MERCURY CONCERTS 

TEG DAINTY 

FRANK PRODUCTIONS 

S.IM CONCERTS 

TOP 10 BOXSCOR ES 

$397,135,915 

$114,681,094 

$106,846,527 

$77,056,019 

$63,194,057 

$47,325,992 

$46,273,377 

$44,797,507 

$41,610,381 

11,740,380 

51541/1 

2,430,974 

739.485 

717,249 

1,060,284 

491,690 

465,780 

696,425 

678,587 

1,930 

1.456 

506 

2/0 

63 

482 

21 

252 

141 

/5 

ART IST(S) 

Venue 

Date(s) 

TOTAL 
GROSS 

ATTENDEES PROMOTER(S) 
Ticket Prices 

No.of Shows 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

U2, THE LUMINEERS 

Rose Bowl, Pasadena, Calif. 

May 20-21,2017 

U2,THE LUMINEERS 

Soldier F ield, Chicago 

June 3-4,2017 

DRAKE, YOUNG THUG, DVSN, 

D.17-11ZZLE 

02 Arena, London 

Jan. 30, Feb. 1-2, 4-5,14-15, March 20,2017 

COLDPLAY, JESS KENT 

National Stadium, Singapore 

March 31, April 1,2017 

COLDPLAY, JESS KENT 

HSR Taoyuan Plaza, Taipei, Taiwan 

April 11-12,2017 

GUNS N' ROSES 

Estadio River Plate, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Nov.4-5,2016 

GUNS N' ROSES 

Allianz Parque,Sào Paulo 

Nov. 11-12,2016 

COLDPLAY, JESS KENT 

Olympic Stadium, Seoul, South Korea 

April 15-16,2017 

METALLICA, IGGY POP 

Foro Sol, Mexico City 

March 1,3, 5,2017 

JUSTIN BIEBER, ROBIN SCHULZ 

Foro Sol, MexicoCity 

Feb.18-19,21,2017 

S15,784,565 

$280/$35 

$13,435,925 

$280/$35 

$13,301,000 

(10,603.718) 

5165.58/$68.99 

$12,517,500 

($17,467,744 

Singapore) 

$199.22/$55.90 

$11,821,800 

($362,187.600 

Taiwanese) 

$254.59/$58.75 

$11,042,300 

(156,918,400 

pesos) 

S198.46/$52.92 

$10,761,300 

(35.366,335 

reais) 

$237.34/$88.24 

$10,132,000 

(11,521,473,040 

won) 

$135.43/$30.95 

$9.744,945 

(191.144,178 

pesos) 

S85.65/$19,37 

$9,496,049 

(194,264,473 

pesos) 

$244.41/517.11 

123,164 

2 

105,078 

2 

128,523 

8 

102,508 

2 

72,212 

2 

105,026 

2 

93,600 

2 

99,837 

2 

197,745 

3 

155,201 

3 

Live Nation 

Global Touring 

Live Nation 

Global Touring 

Live Nation 

Live Nation 

Live Nation 

Mercury 

Concerts 

Mercury 

Concerts 

Live Nation 

OCESA-CIE 

AEG Presents/ 

Concerts West, 

OCESA-CIE 
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TOP LINE MIDYEAR TOURING REPORT 

venues in the middle of the battle all appear on 
the midyear ranking for buildings with capacities 
of 15,001 or greater. All venues are slightly down 
from their 2016 grosses with the exception of 
Madison Square Garden. The New York arena had 
an 87 percent increase in gross revenue in 2017, 
growing by $46 million and closing in on the 02 as 
the highest-grossing arena in the world. 
New York is also making headlines in the 10,001-

to 15,000-capacity space; the reopening of the 
Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum by Brooklyn 
Sports and Entertainment as part of the NYCB Live 
Campus has turned the newly renovated facility 
into the highest-grossing building in the category in 
North America, and has hosted headline-grabbing 
shows by Bruno Mars and Billy Joel. As part of its 
ongoing effort to attract bookings, the coliseum 
has created special artist quarters and even offers 
helicopter rides to Manhattan. 

Live Nation continues to be the most dominant 
promoter, grossing more money in the first half of 
2017 than the promoters ranked second through 
eighth combined. The live-music giant was 
responsible for all or part of seven of the top 10 
tours on the road, including U2'S The Joshua Tree 
Tour, which already has sold 2.4 million tickets and 
is on track to be the biggest trek of the summer. 

But indies posted big wins too. Louis Messina 
and his Messina Group helped country star Eric 
Church play in front of nearly I million fans and 
break the attendance record at Bridgestone Arena 
in Nashville in May, for instance. Also charting for 
the first time in recent memory: Frank Productions 
Concerts, which partnered with AEG on a majority 
of Red Hot Chili Peppers dates and is co-promoting 

much impact on the year's top tours. The four " II ni 
worried 
that there's 
a nastiness 
engulfing 
the concert 
business." 
-A high-ranking 
executive 

TOP 10 VENUES 15,001 OR MORE CAPACITY 

VENUE 

Location 

VENUE 

CAPACITY 

TOTAL TOTAL NO. OF 

GROSS ATTENDEES SHOWS 

10 

02 ARENA 

London 

MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 

New York 

T-MOBIL E ARENA 

Las Vegas 

MANCHESTER ARENA 

Manchester, England 

BARCLAYS CENTER 

Brooklyn 

PRUDENTIAL CENTER 

Newar k, NJ. 

AMERICAN AIRLINES CENTER 

Dallas 

SPORTPALEIS 

Antwerp, Belgium 

THE FORUM 

Inglewood. Calif. 

STAPLES CENTER 

Los Angeles 

21,000 

20,697 

20,000 

21,000 

19,000 

18,000 

20,021 

20,000 

17,800 

20,000 

$105,169,919 

S100,107,660 

$50,779,218 

$48,073,864 

$38,206,091 

$31,719,484 

$28,738,015 

527,414,210 

$25,767,053 

$24,863,807 

1.536.211 

1.006.342 

391,765 

831,882 

676.197 

482,352 

425,129 

617.191 

315.774 

290,018 

128 

74 

36 

79 

68 

56 

40 

38 

31 

31 

TOP 10 VENUES 10,001-15,000 CAPACITY 

VENUE 

Location 

VENUE 

CAPACITY 

TOTAL TOTAL NO. OF 

GROSS ATTENDEES SHOWS 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

SSE HYDRO 

Glasgow, Scotland 

HALLENSTA DION 

Zurich 

BARCLAYCARD ARENA 

H amburg, Germany 

NASSAU VETERANS MEMORIAL 

COLISEUM 

Uniondale, N.Y. 

PERTH ARENA 

Perth, Australia 

BRISBANE ENTERTAINMENT 

CENTRE 

Brisbane, Australia 

MGM GRAND GARDEN 

Las Vegas 

VAN ANDEL ARENA 

Grand Rapids, Mich. 

INFINITE ENERGY CENTER 

Duluth, Ga. 

3ARENA 

Dublin 

13,000 

13,000 

lb 000 

14,500 

15,000 

13,500 

14,500 

12,864 

13,000 

14,500 

$50,826,833 

$32,718,694 

$27,488,481 

$18,734,469 

$15,058,518 

$11,193,739 

510,614,838 

S9,860,742 

$8,353,702 

$8,105,559 

885,547 

364,454 

533.134 

253,914 

182.453 

139,471 

114,896 

212,559 

129,394 

97,198 

120 

54 

83 

31 

23 

19 

16 

3/ 

18 

13 
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It's not the 
band, it's the 
bandwidth. 
Sorry, IT pun. 
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EXPERIENCE MATTERS. 
Allison and her IT Team have 

deployed the most state-of-the-art 

WIFI system in the industry. For 24 

years, the most talented crews in the 

business have handled the biggest 

events in the world at SAP Center. 

SAP center 
at san jose 

Allison Aiello 
Director of Information Technologies 

3 years 

SAP Center at San Jose. Northern California's Premiere Sports and Entertainment Venue. 

For availability call 408.999.5809, fax 408.999.5797 or vist sapcenter.com 
\11.1.011.1( 
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TOPL IN E MIDYEAR TOURING REPORT 

Hall 8, Oates' tour while booking Brantley 
Gilbert's arena run. 

"There's still plenty of opportunity for the 
independent guys," says Frank Productions 
president Charlie Goldstone, noting big 
upcoming shows from Foo Fighters, Ryan 
Adams/Emmylou Harris and Modest Mouse/ 
Gogol Bordello. "We're staying busy in the 
rock category." 

International touring continues to be a focus 
of growth, with eight of the top io highest-
grossing events taking place outside the United 
States and spread out across Asia, Europe, South 
America and Mexico. 
Rob Beckham, co-head of William Monis 

Endeavor's Nashville office, says the success of 
acts like Kenny Rogers abroad has inspired other 
country artists to look beyond the States for new 
opportunities. "We've gone from a couple dozen 
international dates per year to just over 350 shows a 
year internationally," says Beckham. 

Besides security and terrorism, another 
persistent worry is the specter of fraud, with the 
collapse of both the Fyre and Pemberton festivals 
raising concerns about independent promoters' 
ability to stage shows in an era when major talent 
agencies are nervous about booking their acts on 
an event that might flame out. 
"Any time you produce a new event, you're 

going to have to pay more as you prove the 
concept," says Superfly co-founder Rick Farman, 
who co-created Outside Lands and Bonnaroo and 
is developing the inaugural Lost Lakes Festival in 
Phoenix. "There is still plenty of opportunity to 
create new events, and many agents want to see 
these events be successful." 
Bottom line: While the boom goes on, promoters 

can't let their guards down. 0 

"Any 
time you 
produce a 
new event, 
you're 
going to 
have to 
pay more 
as you 
prove the 
concept." 
—Rick Farman, 
Super fly 

TOP 10 VENUES 5,001-10,000 CAPACITY 

VENUE 

Location 

VENUE 

CAPACITY 

TOTAL TOTAL NO. OF 

GROSS ATTENDEES SHOWS 

7 

9 

o 

RADIOCITY MUSIC HALL 

New York 

THE AXIS AT PLANET 

HOLLYWOOD 

Las Vegas 

AUDITORIO NACIONAL 

Mexico City 

THE PARK THEATER AT MONTE 

CARLO RESORT &CASINO 

Las Vegas 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL 

London 

MOHEGAN SUN ARENA 

Uncasville, Conn. 

THE THE AT MADISON 

SQUARE GARDEN 

New York 

VORST NATIONAAL 

Brussels 

BILL GRAHAM CIVIC 

AUDITORIUM 

San Francisco 

MICROSOFT THEATER 

Los Angeles 

5,901 

7.000 

9,683 

5,200 

5,272 

10,000 

5,610 

8.000 

7.100 

$89,827,597 

546,185,420 

$31,154,182 

$18,639,523 

517,664,748 

$16,675,716 

$13,857,035 

$13,679,068 

$13,152,073 

$12.981.238 

1,123,176 

296.459 

732,764 

131,213 

196,998 

237.081 

256,940 

297.445 

234,360 

174.538 

211 

75 

88 

34 

67 

37 

88 

57 

31 

37 

TOP 10 VENUES 5,000 OR LESS CAPACITY 

VENUE 

Location 

VENUE 

CAPACITY 

TOTAL TOTAL NO. OF 

GROSS ATTENDEES SHOWS 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

THE COLOSSEUM 

AT CAESARS PALACE 

Las Vegas 

FOX THE 

Atlanta 

ORPHEUM THEATRE 

Minneapolis 

DURHAM PERFORMING 

ARTS CENTER 

Durham, N.C. 

DAVID A. ST RAZ 1R. CENTE R 

FORTHE PERFORMING ARTS 

Tampa, Fla. 

BROWARD CENTER FOR THE 

PER ARTS 

Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

CHICAGOTHEATRE 

Chicago 

ADRIENNE ARSHT CENTER FOR 

THE PERFORMING ARTS 

Miami 

BE THEATRE 

New York 

EVENTIM APOLLO 

London 

4,000 

4.600 

2,618 

2.712 

2,610 

2.700 

3,604 

2,400 

2,900 

5,000 

$54,369,050 

521,404,897 

$18,677,278 

$16,676,749 

$16,349,400 

514,237,677 

$14,222,443 

$13,103,639 

S13,071,722 

S11,783,437 

350.170 

342.137 

221,870 

289.493 

249.223 

201.845 

224,527 

174,901 

166,663 

258,900 

87 

104 

96 

130 

276 

229 

77 

195 

66 

83 
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3 MONTHS IN... id 
NCY 
B LIVE 

HOME OF THE NASSAU VETERANS 
MEMORIAL COLISEUM 

OPENED APRIL 5, 2017, NYCB LIVE HOME OF THE NASSAU VETERANS MEMORIAL COLISEUM RANKS #1 IN NORTH AMERICA AND 

#4 WORLDWIDE ON THE TOP GROSSING VENUES, 10,001-15,000 CAPACITY, BY BILLBOARD MAGAZINE. 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR PARTNERS THAT MADE OUR GRAND OPENING A GREAT SUCCESS 

- - - . e 74 , viiifillii 

NASSAU VETERANS 
MEMORIAL COLISEUM 

A BROOKLYN SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT VENUE 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
SCOTT on being named one 
of Billboard's Nashville 2017 
Country Power Players! You 
never stop racing to the top. 
Your passion for music, your 
drive and strategic energy are 
addicting. 

CONGRATS & 

PEDAL TO THE METAL! 

„awe, ,29eireetit 

te.riT e 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

SCOTT4 

.344+ 

BILLBOARD'S NASHVILLE 2017 

ORCHETR =-• 

.COUNTRY POWER PLAYERS 
FROM YOUR 'BIG MACHINE w FAMILY 

LABEL GROUP ---- 
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Aftera 30-minute delay, Erykah Badu st epped onstage for daY 
two of FYF Feet cloaked in various flags. One by one, she took 
them off throughout herset until she was vvearing on/ya tank 

top. "They can only trick us for so long se declared before her set cameto a close. s thepeop/e,"h 

versus the powers!" 

ale 

111. 

1The Weeknd delivered his headlining set at the inaugural 
Lollapalooza Paris on July 22.2 Pandora vp artist marketing/ 
industry relations Jeff Zuchowski (left) and Nas at Pandora 
Sounds Like You NYC on July 19.3 Halsey at the Balmain 
and Beats by Dre Celebrate: Balmain's New Boutique and 
Headphone Collaboration in Los Angeles on July 20.4 Rihanna in 
Giambattista Valli couture and Chopard jewels at the European 
premiere of Valerian and the City of a Thousand Planets in London 
on July 24. 5 Harry Styles (left) and actor-director Kenneth 
Branagh at the New York premiere of Dunkirk on July 18. 6Travis 
Scott (left) with Revolve co-founder Michael Mente at the closing 
event of #RevolveintheHamptons, a monthlong activation in 
Bridgehampton, N.Y., held bythe clothing retailer. 

Missy Elliott onstage 
during day one of FYF Fest 

at Exposition Park in 
Los AsnegyoenlecséosnoJulalynge, 21. 

Katy Perry and Tyler, 
The Creator were all Lspotted in the crowd. 

00FIE. MISIOOFER POLK/GerN IMAGES POLAROID RICH Re/MTN 'IMES DAVID WOLFF•PAIRICK/4(11V 
IMAGFS 2- DAW 10111.901GerN IMAGES 3- IdATIFO 0./001./IFURFX/SHUTIFRSIOCK AIIM SOF1.1.1.10e 
HEIMADA S- DAVID M IMIETIMBLY« 6 FUGFIE GOLOGIFSMIGUN IMAGES 
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7 DAYS on the SCENE 

Art For Lité 
BR1DGEHAMPTON, N.Y., JULY 15 

THE 18TH ANNUAL ART FOR LIFE GALA, 

which took place at Fairview Farms, honored 
a handful of vocal supporters of the arts, 
such as Public Enemy's Chuck D, Uber chief 
brand officer Bozom a Saint John, former 
BET president of programming Stephen G. 
Hill, Art for Life 2017 featured artist Sanford 
Biggers and Es i Eggleston Bracey, former 
president of the consumer beauty division at 
Coty. Hosted each year by Russell Simmons' 
Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation, founded 
by Simmons alongside his brothers Joseph 
(Rev. Run of Run-D.M.C.) and Danny, the 
"Midnight at the Oasis"-themed gala raised 
over $1.1 million and saw Russell auction 
off gold and blue balloons that brought in 
more than $150,000 within seven minutes 
of bidding. After guests enjoyed an all-
vegan menu, Chuck D delivered a surprise 
performance of "Fight the Power" and shared 
his thoughts on the importance of fostering arts 
education programs in schools. "We have to be 
accountable, watchful and responsible for our 
arts," he said. "Not to police it, but to nurture it 
and grow it and teach it." —LYNDSEY HAVENS 

Faster Horses 
BROOKLYN, MICH., JULY 21-23 

1 Fresh off touring with Prophets of Rage 
for six weeks in Europe, Chuck D said 
he traveled "6,125 miles"to attend and 
supportthe gala. 2 Atlantic Records 
chairman/C00 Julie Greenwald. 3 Hill 
(left) and Russell Simmons.4 Brooklyn-
based singer-songwriter Elle Varner, 
who is credited as a songwriter on 
Chance the Rapper's Grammy-winning 
album Coloring Book.5 Saint John (left) 
and Blackrock chief marketing officer 
Frank Cooper 111.6 Honorary chairman 
Lyor Cohen delivering his speech. 

1 Dierks Bentley was among the stars celebrating the festival's 
fifth year at Brooklyn Trails Campground at Michigan International 
Speedway. 2Brett Eldredge (left) and Greg Carrillo. 3 Luke Bryan. 
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lascap 
CONGRATULATES 

MICHAEL 
MARTIN 
ASCAP VP of Membership, Nashville 

BILLBOARD COUNTRY 
POWER PLAYER 2017 

ASCAP salutes our country songwriters 

who capture moments and change lives 

with their unforgettable music 

1>ascap WE CREATE MUSIC 
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"If you put out 
quality music, 
you're going to be 
in a good place," 
says Santos, 
photographed 
July 13 at Drift 
Studio in New York. 

THE PULSE 
OF MUSIC 
RIGHT NOW 

/ROMEO'S 
GHT HOOK 

In the age of "Despacito," how 
does a bachata star like Romeo Santos 

survive? By punching back—and making 
business moves, with JAY-Z's help 

BY LEILA COBO 

PHOTOGRAPHED BY JUSTIN BETTMAN 

AUGUST 5. 2 017 I WWW.BILLBOARD.COM 47 
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the heat 

ROMEO SANTOS STEERS HIS 

massive white Range Rover down 
West 38th Street in Manhattan and 
cranks up the volume on his new 
album. He's a few blocks north of 
Madison Square Garden, which 
he has sold out four times during 
his solo career, as well as the 
Empire State Building, which will 
synchronize its tower lights to his 
new single, "Carmín," on July 20, 
the eve of the release of his new 
album, Golden. A few miles uptown 
is the Bronx home on Vyse Avenue 
where Santos grew up in the 1980s 
and helped form the best-selling 
bachata quartet Aventura; a couple 
of avenues over is the West Side 
Highway, where he goes running 
four times a week. 
Shy and soft-spoken since he was 

a child, Santos — who turned 36 on 
the day of Golden's arrival — is full 
of swagger as his vehicle rumbles 
across the city that defines him. 
Opening track "Golden Intro" blasts 
through the speakers, and Santos 
sings along with the lyrics about 
his "Midas touch," his status as 
"the king" and how his critics have 
foolishly counted him out on more 
than one occasion. 
"You have to be confident about 

the product you're putting out," says 
Santos, looking younger than his 
years in gray jeans and a striped tank 
top. "It's just like when a boxer is 
promoting a fight. You can't go out 
there and be like, 'This guy might 
beat me.' " 
Why is Santos, one of Latin 

music's most bankable superstars, 
feeling like he has something to 
prove? It has been only three years 
since he released Formula, Vol. 2, 
the top-selling Latin album of 2014 
(according to Nielsen Music), which 

included the smash "Propuesta 
Indecente," the all-time biggest song 
in the 30-year history of Billboard's 
Hot Latin Songs chart as of 2016. Yet 
in the time since, reggaetón and trap 
summarily have taken over the Latin 
charts and achieved unprecedented 
crossover success. Pop A-listers like 
Ricky Martin and Enrique Iglesias 
have embraced the reggaetón 
beat, while Luis Fons I and Daddy 
Yankee's "Despacito" has become 
a defining song of 2017 (the Justin 
Bleber-featuring remix spends its 
lith week atop the Aug. 5 Billboard 
Hot loo). Bachata, the traditional 
music of the Dominican Republic 
that Santos made a global sensation 
with an R&B-laced iteration — first 
as leader of Aventura, then as a 
soloist beginning in 2011 — has 
taken a backseat. 
Santos says he's not concerned 

that his signature sound is currently 
out of vogue. After all, when 
"Despacito" hit No. i on the Hot ioo 
in May, Santos wrote on his social 
platforms, "All Latin artists should 
be proud of this achievement." 
And Golden does indeed feature 
a collaboration with Yankee and 
Nicky lam titled "Bella y Sensual" 
("Beautiful and Sensual") that 
approaches mainstream trap without 
betraying Santos' voice. 

"It's like déjà vu, to be honest with 
you," he says with a laugh. "When 
Aventura began, there was a lot of 
salsa and merengue, and we said, 
'Let's just do what we do.' Then 
Aventura blew up, but urban was 
in its prime. This is normal. If you 
put out quality music, you're always 
going to be in a good place." 
While Santos the musician says 

that he's thriving, it's difficult to 
determine whether Santos the 

ROMEO AND JULIO'S 'FRIEND' REVEALED 
Romeo Santos says that 

he probably knows Julio 

Iglesias' catalog better 

than the man himself, 

and hadn't worked with 

the Spanish icon until 

writing Golden's "El 

Amigo" as a duet. "I sent 

him the demo, and he 

loved it," says Santos, 

who flew to Marbella, 

Spain, to record vocals 

with Iglesias. 

The two stars traded 

off verses about the 

"friend" in the song at 

Iglesias 

first glance, the lyrics 

refer to a cherished 

companion. "Four days 

later, I'm mixing the 

vocals, and I get a call 

from Julio," recalls 

Santos. "'Romeo, I 

have a question. Did 

you write a song about 

a dick?'" 

It turns out the ode 

to "un compinche en mis 

deseos" ("a buddy in my 

desires)" was actually 

a salute to a man's 

nether region. Iglesias 

didn't mind. "The song 

is genius," says the 

73-year-old. "And it's 

not easy to write a 

double-entendre song, 

set it to music and 

have people actually 

like it." —L.C. 

Santos me swax 

figure at M me 

Tussauds in New 

York on July 19. 

person is in a good place, since he's 
fiercely protective of his private life. 
He has never discussed the details of 
his romantic life in interviews or on 
social media, and when he posts on 
Instagram, it's almost always about 
the music he's working on. Santos 
says he spends most of his free time 
in the recording studio tinkering 
with new ideas, and that has only 
increased since he became CEO of 
Roc Nation Latin in 2016, which has 
allowed him to serve as an adviser 
to such artists as Dominican singer 
Mozart La Para and American Idol 
alumna Karen Rodriguez. 

"Last night, I had a meeting with 
Karen, and we worked on a song," 
says Santos. "I signed a group of 
artists that have a good concept of 
what they should be doing. All I do is 
coach." Santos' longtime manager, 
Johnny Marines, serves as Roc 
Nation Latin president, and has 
pushed him to make investments 
beyond music; Santos won't divulge 
specifics, but he hints at making 
some long-term investments when 
his current album cycle ends. 
Meanwhile, Roc Nation founder 
JAY-Z has become a friend and 
mentor to Santos — he suggested 
collaborating with Swizz Beatz 
for Golden, and Santos reached 
out to the producer for the album 
standout "Premio." 

"I literally had a conversation 
with him last night," says Santos of 
JAY-Z. "I've been blessed to have 
made a good income, but I put so 
much energy into music that I never 
really concentrated on other ways 
of making money. That's where Roc 
Nation has helped me tremendously, 
and ... a lot of that comes from Jay's 
business mentality." 
Santos is not ready to consider a 

future where recording is not the 
focal point of his career, and one 

listen to Golden demonstrates that 
the Latin superstar is still making 
vital, exploratory music. "Leaders 
don't follow formulas — they create 
them," says Sony Music Latin 
chairman/CEO Afo Verde. "Romeo 
writes and records what he feels, 
regardless of what happens on the 
charts." A two-part song suite, "El 
Papel" ("The Paper") describes 
an affair from the perspective of 
a female lover and a conflicted 
husband, respectively. "El Amigo," 
featuring Julio Iglesias, pairs 
Santos with one of his idols (see 
sidebar, below left), while the single 
"Imitadora" ("Imitator") has been 
the album's biggest commercial 
triumph, elbowing "Despacito" out 
of the top spot of the Latin Airplay 
chart dated July 29. 
As Santos reaches for a sandwich 

and a green apple that are stashed 
in a bag on the backseat of his car 
("I need to eat every three hours 
— it keeps my metabolism going 
so I stay at a certain weight," he 
explains), the final track on Golden, 
a combative rant titled "Sin Filtro" 
("No Filter"), plays over the stereo. 
The song tackles seemingly every 
piece of criticism that has ever 
been leveled at Santos. He once 
again dismisses questions about 
his sexuality, brought on by his 
intense privacy. 
Santos says that total honesty is 

the backbone of his music. "I'm 
sure people are going to listen to 
that outro and they're going to 
say, 'Why is he talking again about 
people who say he's gay?' " he says. 
"I know some people may say, 'Well, 
just ignore it.' But then there are 
moments where I hear a beat, and I 
get inspired. 
"And then," he adds, addressing 

his haters, "I find a creative way of 
telling you to go fuck yourself." 0 
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the heat 

The Kids 
Are Back 
In The 
Picture 
Blog darlings Black Kids 
dropped out for day jobs, but 
return with an album that's 
"not as bratty" as their debut 

BY JILL MENZE 

W
I WERE THE POSTER 
hildren for a band 
etting popular on the 
nternet," laments 

Reggie Youngblood, the 39-year-
old frontman of momentary rock stars 
Black Kids, who will finally return 
this September with a second LP. A 
decade ago, the Jacksonville, Fla., 
quartet became a blog-hype success 
story a few months after forming, 
thanks to the whip-smart indie-pop 
single "I'm Not Gonna Teach Your 
Boyfriend How to Dance With You." 
The group's first EP, 2007's Wizard 
cfAhhhs, was named best new music 
by Pitchfork; soon after, the band 
signed with Columbia Records, 
drew a big crowd at Coachella and 
toured internationally. 

just as quickly,   — Yet  _  Black Kids 
Youngblood, sister All Youngblood, 
Dawn Watley and Owen Holmes 
— were dismissed by the same sites 
that built men' up. Fame Traumatic, 

Lopatin says his 
soundtrack to 

Good Time "almost 
has a science-

fiction feel to it." 

• 

the group's 2008 
debut album, 
received a 3.3 out 
of to on Pitchfork, 
and the notorious 
review consisted 
of one word: 
"Sony." The 
album sold just 5,000 copies in its first 
week, according to Nielsen Music, 
and within two years, Black Kids had 
parted ways with Columbia. 

Meanwhile, the touring schedule 
had become too much for the group 
to handle (Reggie says he "tried to 
leave the band due to exhaustion"), 
an a follow-up atrium was pm on 

"We went 
through puberty. 
We survived our 
musical acne." 

Youngblood 

hold. "I felt like we 
had dreamt it all," says 
Mi, 34. "When I look 
back at interviews or 
shows, I'm like, 'Was I 
there? Did that really 
happen?' " During 
the hiatus, Ah  worked 

in a Jacksonville dentist's office, 
and Reggie made ends meet as a 
barista while playing in the pop group 
Blunt Bangs and writing songs for a 
nossihle Black Kids return. "It wasn't 
until 2015 where I felt like we could 
[make] a record that we would feel 
good about," says Reggie. He called 
In /may Lennuster ‘orignt ryes) 

O&A 

From left: Reggie 
You 
Holmes, Ali 
You 

and Watley of 
Black Kids. 

to co-produce the album in Athens, 
Ga., and the project's title, Rookie, 
suggests a fresh start for the re-
formed group. Songs like joyful 
opener "Iffy" and SmIths-esque "If 
My Heart Is Broken" showcase a 
need to be "a little more earnest and 
not as bratty as the first [album]," 
says Reggie. 

Black Kids will self-release Rookie 
on Sept. 15 — Reggie likens another 
major-label deal to "paralysis" — 
and will tour the West Coast for 
the following two weeks. "We went 
through puberty," says Ah  of the 
band's return. "We survived our 
musical acne, ana nere we are. wo 

WHY ROBERT PATTINSON AND 'WALL-PROG' WORKS 
Acclaimed electronic artist Oneohtrix Point Never's soundtrack to the new crime film Good Time dazzled 

at Cannes — and helped him experience lggy Pop as the voice of God" 

Daniel Lopatin, who records 

as Oneohtrix Point Never, 

worshipped Quentin Tarantino as 

a kid. "My first Hotmail account 
password was 'Quentin,'" says 

the 34-year-old. His score to 

Good Time, a thriller starring 

Robert Pattinson out Aug. 11, 
draws upon "the taxonomies of 

camp and kitsch" in Tarantino 

films. His synth-heavy collection 
— including a single, 'The 
Pure and the Damned: which 

features iggy Pop - won the 

soundtrack award at the Cannes 
Film Festival in May. 

What influenced the '70s vibe 

of your soundtrack? 

We used to call it "wall-prog" 
back in the day: taking these 

prog-synth bands and making 
this wall of sound. Technology 

just hadn't caught up with us 
yet. When I was making those 

records, this [style) is what I was 

ultimately trying to do. 

The music for Stranger Things 

is an homage to that era, too. 

Why do you think that sound is 

back in style? 
[DM music is happening in a 

more mainstream way. It's 

more acceptable to hear those 

types of textures in a slightly 
different context than it was five 

years ago. 

How was working with iggy? 

It was one of the highlights of my 
life. We did it [remotely], and it 

was like having the voice of God 
in the studio. Occasionally he 
would say, "Are you guys there?," 

and Iggy's voice was ringing out 

in the room. How much more 

epic can you get? 
—STEVE DOLLAR 
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"This is all I ever wanted, 
and I worked my ass 
off for it," says Cardi B, 
photographed July 19 at 
Lovely Day in New York. 
Goto Billboard.com to 
watch Cardi break down 
"Bodak Yellow." 

I
The Love & Hip-Hop alum wants her 
breakout hit to rule the strip clubs 

By Clover Hope 

Photographed by Shan iqwa Jarvis 

Before rap became her passion, 

the Bronx-born Cardi (real name: 

Belcalls Almanzar) showed off 

her top 40 love at high school 

talent shows."' did Madonna's 

'Material Girl,' then Lady Gaga's 

'LoveGame,'" says the 24-year-old. "I 

was nervous, because a lot of people 

didn't like me in high school — I was 

very loud — but I was so different 

[onstage] that they would end up 

liking me." 

She feared reality TV defining her 

VH l's Love & Hip-Hop, which she 

joined in 2015,"helped me to be 

more popular, but not in my music," 

on-camera. "Every time somebody 

pushes their music on Love & Hip-

Hop, they don'tgo far." In December, 

after two seasons as queen of the 

confessional, she left the show and 

signed a deal with Atlantic Records. 

Her debut hit began as a voicemail 

When Cardi first heard the 

crushing "Bodak Yellow" beat, she 

immediately thought of an opening 

line: "Bitch, you can't fuck with me 

if you wanted to." But she wasn't 

near a recording studio. Instead, she 

rapped the lyrics into her phone, 

and the voicemail recording led 

to her first Billboard Hot 100 hit, 

She thinks if the strippers love it, 

it's a hit 

Card i's frank love advice helped her 

gain a huge social following — and 

was born from life as a stripper. She 

still considers the setting a source 

of musical inspiration: if your song 

is not playing in the strip club, then 

it's not popping," she says. Cardi 

has already watched "Bodak" work 

its magic in a strip club. "Seeing 

the dancers singing to it and men 

throwing money, it feels like I 

accomplished something."0 
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the heat 

Hilton DJ'd on France's 
Réunion Island in 2016. 
Inset, from left: Hilton, 
Lovato and Wiz Khalifa 

in the "Sorry Not 
Sorry" video. 

3114.— 
PRO TIPS 

'I'm More Talent 
Than Naine' 
As her run in Ibiza hits the five-year mark, the original socialite-turned-DJ Paris Hilton shares 
the secrets that have helped her thrive on the ones and twos around the world 

BY STEVEN J. HOROWITZ 

Paris Hilton says she "loves changing peoples minds" when it comes to her music. The 36-year-old business mogul and 

former Simple Life star celebrated the five-year anniversary of her Foam &Diamonds party at Ibiza's Amnesia in July, 

extending her run as the island's sole American female DJ with a residency. Meanwhile, Hilton is staying active in the pop 

world: This month, she dropped a new single titled "Summer Reign," announced work on a long-overdue remix of her 2006 

hit 'Stars Are Blind" and showed up in pal Demi Lovato's music video for "Sorry Not Sorry." Eight years after first dabbling in 

the DJ booth, Hilton breaks down the essential rules for commanding a crowd. 

ADAPT TO TECHNOLOGY 
Keeping up with equipment innovations has become a 
Hilton hobby — even when the latest models aren't yet on 
the market. "I get things before they come out, because I 
always like whatever is the most up-to-date technology," 

she explains. When her DJ career began, she started on a Pioneer 
before shifting to the Traktor S4 and Traktor Kontrol S8. Now 
it's all about her new Denon tables. "I love them — they're like 
putting Pioneer CD.Is mixed with Traktors in one, says Hilton. 
It's an incredible setup." 

  BE YOUR OWN BIGGEST FAN 
Here's the handy part of having both a pop and Dr 
career: Hilton starts every set with her latest single. 
"I launched with Summer Reign' on opening night," 
she says of her current residency at Amnesia, which 

kicked off July 2 and runs through Aug. 27. (Turn It Up" and 
Stars Are Blind" are also staples.) Hilton trusts her instincts 
enough to play personal favorites in her sets; current go-tos 
include Tin & Vines "Bounce Generation," Irk Prydz's "Opus" 
and Bingo Players' "Rattle." 

EMBRACE IMPROVISATION 
No two sets are alike for Hilton, who encourages 
Ws to feel out their audience and take chances. "I 
watch the crowd and pick out songs just by looking 

  at people," she says. !Ouch of her approach involves 
seeking out the hottest songs in the location she's playing. 
"Whatever the hottest, most popular track that's happening right 
now, l will either make my own renMx or find bootleg versions of 
different remixes that no one has ever heard before," she says. 
"Or I get them from my friends who are Ws." 

BRUSH OFF THE HATERS 
"In the beginning, I think everyone heard that Paris 
Hilton was going to be a DJ and was like, 'What?'" she 
says of her first major gig, opening for Jennifer Lopez 
at Brazil's Pop Music Festival in 2012.1 don't blame 

them — I would've thought the same thing." Confidence in a live 
show is key to converting skeptics. "I've had some of the biggest Ws 
in the world come to the DJ booth after they watch me, like, 'Holy 
shit, you're actually playing live!' she says. i love blowing people 
away and showing them that I'm more talent than name." 0 

COVERS TO 
COMBAT 
`BRUTALITY 
AND WAR' 
Carlos Santana and 
The Isley Brothers 
inject classics with a 
sense of urgency 

"The first time I saw Carlos 
Santana, he was standing onstage 
at Woodstock in 1969," Says Ernie 
Isley. "And I'd only been playing 
guitar for less than a year!" 

Nearly a half-century later, 
65 -year-old Ernie and his 
76-year-old brother Ronald, best 
known as funk legends The Isley 
Brothers, linked up with 
Santana for Power of Peace. The 
collaborative LP, out July 28, 
combines soul harmonies and swift 
guitar licks with a political 
righteousness advertised in the 
project's title. 

"The theme is spiritual 
divine medicine to counter 
the fever-pitch fear that's 
permeating this planet right 
now," Santana told Billboard of 
the project in June. Recorded 
in Las Vegas in 7016, Power of 
Peace features renditions of 
songs by Stevie Bonder ("Higher 
Ground"), The Chambers Brothers 
("Love, Peace, Happiness") and 
Burt Bacharach ("What the World 
Needs Now Is Love Sweet Love"). 
"Every era has its song ... to 
help alleviate the condition of 
brutality and war." 

For Ronald, who first 
collaborated with Santana on his 
2016 album, Santana IV, working 
with the 69-year-old guitar god 
had been a lifelong dream; the 
singer counts Santana, ]imi 
Hendrix and Ernie as his all-time 
favorite shredders. Santana is 
already pushing to record another 
album with the Isleys — "He's 
got five to six other songs that 
he's talking about doing," says 
Ronald. For Santana, Power of 
Peace and a potential sequel 
represent more than an enjoyable 
studio pairing. "This (music) 
wakes you up beyond religion, 
beyond politics, beyond 
nations," says Santana. "It's our 
duty to do this." —GAIL MITCHELL 

From left: Ronald Isley, Santana, drummer 
Cindy Blackman Santana and Ernie Isley. 
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CHEF'S TABLE 

Nordic Exposure 
From the home of his pal, chef Claus Meyer, The National's 
Aaron Dessner digs into new cuisine (and a fresh festival idea) 

BY BROOKE MAZUREK 

PHOTOGRAPHED BY CHRISTOPHER TESTANI 

A
FIER LIVING IN NEW 
York for nearly 20 years, 
The NotIonors Aaron 
Dessner moved with his 

wife to Copenhagen, Denmark, in 
2014 to raise their two children. 
He had been searching for ways to 
connect with his new community 
when famed chef and new Nordic 
cuisine pioneer Claus Meyer 
reached out on social media to 
ask if he'd play a local festival. 
"The note was touching," recalls 
Dessner, 41. Since then, Meyer, 
54, moved to Manhattan to open 
the Michelin-starred eatery Agern, 
while Dessner (whose U.S. album 

sales with The National total 
1.3 million, according to Nielsen 
Music) produced Sleep Well Beast, 
the band's seventh LP (Sept. 8, 
4AD). The two friends collaborated 
as well, opening a bar in Denmark, 
investing in a soccer league and 
launching Haven, a two-day 
food, music and beer festival in 
Copenhagen (see sidebar, page 58) 
that begins Aug. n. "People like 
Claus are dedicated to their craft 
and innovating," says Dessner over 
beers at Meyer's Chelsea home 
while helping the chef prepare 
a Scandinavian-inspired lunch. 
"That's what this festival is about." 

L411 

Top: Dessner (left) and 
Meyer toasted with 
craft beers in the chef's 
Chelsea home kitchen 
on April 6. Above, 
from left: Dessner 
sliced and ground raw 
beef for a tartare dish 
made tothe chef's 
specifications. it 
should always look like 
food that somebody 
made," says Meyer. 
Left: For a ceviche, 
Meyer used a vinegar-
based sauce with hand-
ground horseradish. 
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Below left, right and bottom: Meyer and 
Dessnertook a free-form approach to 

plating the beef tartare. 'The ingredients 
should come together in your mouth like a 
symphony," adds Meyer, who co-founded 

the renowned Noma in Copenhagen. 
Bottom right: An orange soup made with 

turmeric, ginger, carrots, oranges, orange 
beet root and chicken stock. Get the 

recipes forthe dishes prepared by Dessner 
and Meyer at Billboard.com. 

Miller Genuine Draft. (Laughs.) 
MEYER Green Tuborg, the flattest, 
most neutral watery beer. 

water. Very bland, very unhealthy. — Arctic char or salmon, in very 
simple ways. I grew up fly-fishing a 
lot. 

How did the idea for Haven come 
about? 
MEYER I have made many strange 
things in my life, but this one was 
not my initiative at first. 
DEsSNER The National's favorite 
experiences are when we 
collaborate with people outside 
our world. After years of touring, 
you experience music festivals 
where you copy and paste the same 
experience. Over the years, we 
started experimenting with music 
festivals that melt away the borders. 

Your partner In Haven is craft-beer 
master Mikkel Borg Bjergso. What 
was the first beer you ever drank? 
DESSNER Probably COOTS Light or 

j 

11.11111rebcamitisgeo -=4 11111 401_ 

What other food memories have 
you bonded over? 
DESSNER I grew up eating very bland 
Midwestern food: spaghetti out 
of a can with bad meat, and we'd 
have roasted chicken. But there are 
good memories too, like my great-
grandmother's apple pie, which 
her mom made before her and my 
mom makes now. 
MEYER My mom was the first 
generation of women working, so 
she had to find a way to feed her 
family while working. I suffered 
from beef patties in tins reheated in 

SO your dream was to be a chef? 
MEYER When I was younger I wanted 
to be a rock star like Aaron, but I 
couldn't sing. The honest answer 
is that during my gap year, when I 
was an au pair in Paris, I got sick and 
ended up in southern France. I lived 
with a couple who treated me like a 
son. The man was a fourth-generation 
chef who made phenomenal food. 
The experience felt like a calling. I 
went home wanting to change the 
food in Denmark. 

Do you cook much at home, Aaron? 
DESSNER I do, but I wouldn't say 
I cook well. I cook a lot of fish 

HEADING TO 
HAVEN? 

WHEN: Aug. 11-12 

WHERE: Copenhagen 

PERFORMERS: The National, IBBy 

Bon Iver, Perfume Genius, Feist 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Interactive and 

one-off moments at a highly curated 

food, beer and music festival 

co-founded by Dessner, his twin 

brother and bandmate Bryce Dessner, 

Meyer and Bjergse. "Why can't you 

get artists from two different 

groups to spontaneously perform 

together?" says Aaron Dessner. "What 

happens in that moment will be more 

interesting than seeing a band play 

the same way you've heard them a 

thousand times before." 

Below:The National played the Glastonbury 
Festival in England in June. 

Claus, you've opened a cooking 
school in the Brownsville area of 
Brooklyn, and Aaron is a board 
member. Why did you do It? 
MEYER In Brownsville, you have some 
of the highest rates of obesity and 
the shortest life spans in the country. 
We've set up an initiative that will 
allow 60 kids to go to school and learn 
how to cook and run a micro-business. 
The complicated part has been how to 
become part of the fabric of that place. 
We want people to see we are there 
for real reasons. "Patience" is one key 
word for everything. 0 
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'I IIIIONTIAKE PAIN [OR GRANTED ANYMORE' 
Miranda Lambert hit the studio "with guns blazing" after her divorce 

from Blake Shelton. But The Weight of These Wings is no breakup album — it's a double-disc 
declaration of her importance as a (female) artist 

BY MATT HENDRICKSON PHOTOGRAPHED BY MILLER MOBLEY 
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Lambert photographed 
June 23 at White 
Avenue Studio in 
Nashville. Styling by 
Tiffany Gifford. Left: 
Lambert wears a suit by 
Styland. Right: Lambert 
wears a Chloé coat from 
New York Vintage and 
Lana Jewelry earrings. 
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THE LISTENING ROOM AT SONY'S NEW 

Nashville headquarters has, unsurprisingly, 
somewhat of a corporate feel. But despite 
the conference room-like surroundings, 
Miranda Lambert — who's here one June 
afternoon, curled up on an oversized red 
chair — is in a cheerfully philosophical 
frame of mind. "You just hear things 
differently at certain times of your life," 
she says, thinking back to a recent bonding 
session with some songwriters in Marfa, 
Texas, where the crew listened to "a ton 
of Guy Clark and Kris Kristofferson." "It's 
just growing up," she continues. "It's like, 
'Well, this adulting thing kind of sucks, but 
we're going to go for it.' " 
Which brings to mind a story: "I bought 

a 1983 Wagoneer named Charlotte," 
begins Lambert, 33. "I'd been looking 
for one for a year, and I found it in 
Pennsylvania. The fuel gauge was a little 
messed up, so I couldn't tell if I was out of 
gas or not. And there were also carburetor 
issues, so I broke down twice outside of 
Franklin [Tennessee, a Nashville suburb]. 
And I was like, 'Listen, we're the same 
age. We were born in '83. We are not 
breaking down! It's not time.' " 
So what did she do? 
"I called a friend with a gas can, for 

one thing," she says with a laugh. "I had 
my five dogs in the car, so that was a little 
odd, but I just rolled the windows down 
and picked wildflowers till they got there." 
Lambert seems remarkably at ease 

for this, only the third interview she has 
done since the release of her tour de force 
double-album, The Weight 61-These Wings, 
that was released in December to raves. 
(It was also the latest of her six albums to 
debut at No.1 on Billboard's Top Country 
Albums chart.) The decision was made 
to release Wings without a word from the 

woman herself after Lambert shut down 
a prerelease interview when the journalist 
asked about the demise of her marriage to 
Blake Shelton. (The two divorced in 2015, 
after four years together.) "I just didn't 
need to talk about the record," she says 
now. "If you want to hear my side of the 
story or my opinion of what happened, it's 
all on there. There's no mystery anymore 
— take from it what you will." 

Wings goes much deeper than the fresh 
scars of a "divorce" album: It is a full-on 

Below, clockwise from 
left: Onstage at the 2017 
Academy of Country 
Music Awards, where 
Lambert won female 
vocalist of the year for a 
record eighth time; with 
boyfriend Anderson 
East in April; competing 
on Nashville Star in 
2003; with Pistol Annies 
bandmates Angaleena 
Presley (left) and Ashley 
Monroe (right) in 2012. 

9 

exam of fearless characters, from the one 
who doesn't give two fucks that she's the last 
boozer in the bar (the crackling fuzz-bomb 
"Ugly Lights") to another unabashedly 
pursuing a debonair man with a whiff of 
danger about him ("Smoking Jacket"). 
On July 20, 2015, the day the news of 

Lambert's divorce from Shelton blew up 
Twitter feeds, songwriter Shane McAnally 
says that she walked into the studio and 
they wrote "Vice" —which taunts the 
rumormongers with lines like, "If you 
need me/I'll be where my reputation don't 
precede me" — in about five minutes. 
"It was like a Band-Aid ripping off," he 
recalls. "Sometimes you can just tell that 
people are ready to let off some steam." 

"I walked in with guns blazing," 
says Lambert. "I just knew one thing: I 
didn't want a breakup record." Working 
with a select number of co-writers, she 
ruminated for nearly a year on every 
aspect of her life in the swirl of a gossip 
apocalypse. "I was like, 'Let's feel it all,' " 
she says emphatically. "I was ready to 
have the days where I can't even stand up 
and the days where I'm celebrating." 

"She's not afraid to bare her soul," says 
singer-songwriter Brandy Clark, who 
co-wrote Lambert's 2011 hit, "Mama's 
Broken Heart." "She could have written a 
whole man-hating record, but she went to a 
vulnerable, honest place. To be vulnerable 
you must be strong, and that's what she is." 
Lambert also happens to be one of 

country music's biggest stars, with the 
sales (7 million albums sold in the United 
States, according to Nielsen Music), 
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"I'm so happy to 
see that there's this 
singer-songwriter 
kind of uprising that 
people are noticing 
more. Kind of feels like 
what happened in the 
'70s." Lambert wears 
a Brandon Maxwell 
suit, Maisonette bra 
from New York Vintage, 
Giuseppe Zanotti 
shoes, and Maxiorancl 
Jennifer Fisher rings. 
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chart successes (five top io Billboard 200 
albums) and trophies (three Grammys, 
13 Country Music Association Awards, 
a record eight consecutive years as the 
Academy of Country Music's female 
vocalist of the year) to prove it. After 
marrying Shelton, Lambert found a 
mainstream, not to mention tabloid, fame 
reserved for a very few. But throughout 
her career — from her fiery early singles 
like "Gunpowder and Lead" to her 
decision to make Wings a double-album 
— she has resisted the conventions of the 
country-industrial complex. "I'm not going 
to try to fit in," she says, "but I'm not trying 
to be an outlaw — I'm just trying to do 
me. And if that's carving my own path or 
making my own lane, then I'll do that." 

For that reason, Lambert appeals to 
ascendant outsider figures like Jason Isbell 
and Chris Stapleton, who count themselves 
as fans. Lambert being Lambert, though, 
she also resists being pegged merely as an 
ass-kicker, especially now that she's fully 
adulting. "I'm more known for my fiery 
personality and my confidence, but that's 
not me all the time," she says. "I won't 
look at things ever again in the same light, 
because different things in your life bring 
you to a deeper level with yourself. I won't 
take pain for granted anymore." 

WIT HEN LAMBERT 
— who's towing 
the United States, 
Canada and 
Europe in 2017 
— gets off the 
road, she likes to 
unwind on the 
400-acre property 

she recently bought about an hour outside 
of downtown Nashville. "Igo to my farm, 
and I don't wear makeup for a week or wash 
my hair," she says. "1 put it in a bandanna 
and wear cutoffs and play with my dogs." 
She also rides horses and writes songs. 
Her return to Music City has done 

wonders for her social life — she's "going 
out to bars and hanging out, and then 
having nights with girls writing songs on my 
porch and going to see shows" — as well as 
her creativity. While married to Shelton, she 
says, "I lived in a small town in Oklahoma. I 
remember I had to write a song for a Dodge 
RAM commerciant was hard. I barely got 
it out, and I was like, 'Man, I need some 
fuel. I have to go fall in love with it again.' So 
Nashville does that for me." 
Lambert frequently pops up at Nashville 

clubs like 3rd and Lindsley to hear favorite 
artists such as John Moreland ("1 listen to 
him in my bathtub and just cry") and drives 
her Wagoneer to shop at Target. She likes 

road trips, too. She recently went to St. Louis 
to see Jimmy Buffett (she joined him 
onstage for "Margaritaville") and attended 
a U2 show in Louisville, Ky., with her 
boyfriend, singer Anderson East, where she 
says she had a transformative experience. 
"Stadium shows are hard. I'm like, 

'Shit, man. I just walked a million miles, I 
couldn't get an Uber, and my beer's hot,' 
but I left there feeling uplifted, exhausted 
and stimulated all at the same time," she 
says. "I grew up singing country music 
and haven't gone to many rock shows. 
I didn't realize just how powerful four 
dudes up there on this giant stage could 
be. I couldn't even see Bono, but I felt 
every single word of every song." 
Lambert and her younger brother, Luke, 

Lambert wears a Herbert 
Johnson hatfrom New 
York Vintage, Styland 
suit, Natori bra and a 
Lydia Courteille ring. 
Watch an interview 
with Lambert about her 
tour and her favorite 
things about Nashville 
at Billboard.com. 

were raised in Lindale, Texas, where their 
parents ran their own private investigation 
business. At 16, Lambert impressed the 
judges at a True Value Country Showdown 
competition, and her father put up $6,000 
for studio time in Nashville. She left in tears 
when she was only offered schmaltzy pop 
tracks. She returned to Texas, learned to play 
the guitar and write songs, and after some 
grueling stints on the Texas music circuit, 
competed on the talent show Nashville Star, 
finishing second. She signed with Epic 
Records in 2005. After years of unabashedly 
romantic songs from Shania Twain and 
Faith Hill, country fans immediately latched 
on to Lambert's reality-based badassery: 
Her first album, Kerosene, debuted at No. 
on Top Country Albums. 
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In the 1990s, Reba, Shania and Faith 
sold tens of millions of albums and 
notched many hits. But recently, women 
in country — badass or otherwise — have 
struggled for traction on the country 
charts. The Tomatogate brouhaha (in 
which a radio promo man called female 
artists "tomatoes" in the male-heavy 
"salad" that's played on country radio) 
came and went two years ago, but just this 
July, Lambert tweeted, "Where are the 
damn girls?" after a fan posted Billboard's 
Country Streaming Songs chart, which 
showed not a single woman in the top 
eight. (Lambert herself has two Country 
Streaming Songs No. is, the last in 2015.) 

"It sucks. It makes me mad," says 
Lambert. "You can print out any top chart, 
and you'll see maybe a couple females, 
or not even one. I'm thankful for my spot 
headlining festivals. I've worked for it — 
but I shouldn't be on a whole show with no 
girls." Still, she says women "have 
to bring it, too." And she believes 
that men dominating country radio 
"is just a phase." "t think there was 
a time [for women] before, and 
there will be again, and that doesn't 
stop any of us," she says, flashing 
her boot-strappy, no-nonsense 
ambition. "I love country radio 
when they all play me, and when 
they don't, t think that sucks." 
There is a small but vocal contingent 

in Nashville that claims country radio's 
influence matters less and less to an artist's 
career. Lambert won't dismiss the need 
for airplay out of hand, but she astutely 
recognizes this position. "I don't know what 
the future holds in radio stations anyway," 
she says. "1 stream everything, or I listen to 
my own records that I've bought." (A recent 
purchase? Bob Seger's Greatest Hits, which 
she picked up at Whole Foods.) 
Lambert still wields a great deal of 

commercial clout: "Vice" started at No. 2 
on Country Airplay, making it only one of 
six songs to debut in that spot, and "We 
Should Be Friends" and "Tin Man" also 
charted. Meanwhile, the R1AA just certified 
Wings platinum. "I've heard [radio play] 
comes down to sales," says Clark, who was 
frustrated by the lackluster radio response 

to her exceptional 2016 album, Big Doe in 
a Small Town. "Well, what comes first, the 
chicken or the egg? You can't sell something 
if it's not heard. Miranda gets played on the 
radio, and it's exciting as a songwriter to see 
a woman who has that platform." 

Ultimately, Lambert says, "If I get a door 
kicked open, t want to hold it open for the 
girls coming behind me." She's true to her 
word: Her 2015 Pink Guitars and Roadside 
Bars Tour showcased an all-female lineup. 
Pistol Annies, her side group with Ashley 
Monroe and Angaleena Presley, has sold 
nearly I million combined copies of its 
two albums in the United States. (Lambert 
promises a new Pistol Annies record in 
2018.) "I'm writing and singing songs 
that count," says Lambert, reckoning 
her contribution to the role of women in 
country. "I want to do a good job of holding 
up my end of the deal, which is lifting up 
other singer-songwriters." 

ARLIER IN THE DAY OF 
our interview, Lambert 
sits slouched on a 
cushioned footrest in 
a green room at the 
Country Music Hall of 
Fame and Museum in 
Nashville, where in a 
few minutes she'll tape 

a short segment about Loretta Lynn for 
an upcoming retrospective of the country 
music legend. She straightens her posture 
as her stylist runs a curling iron through her 
long blond hair. Lambert, who's wearing 
tight blue Levi's with holes in the knees and 
brown boots, notices some darkly colored 
schmutz on her white V-neck T-shirt. 
Instead of demanding a wardrobe change, 
she casually asks if the crew can just "make 
sure it doesn't show on film." She strides 
to a stool placed on the stage of the Hall of 
Fame's theater, answers a few perfunctory 
queries about the influence of Lynn on 
her own career, and 20 minutes after she 
strolled in, she bolts for the elevator. 

It's not farfetched to compare Miranda 
and Loretta. "Because we're in the 
middle of Miranda's reign, people may 
not recognize that we're dealing with a 
Loretta Lynn," says McAnally. But when 

"IF I GET A DOOR KICKED OPEN, 
I WANTTO HOLD IT OPEN FOR THE 
GIRLS COMING BEHIND ME." 

MIRANDA'S 
MILESTONES 

1M 
ALBUMS SOLD 
Lambert has also 
moved 21.2 million song 
downloads in the United 
States, according to 
Nielsen Music. 

31 
TRACKS ON HOT 
COUNTRY SONGS 
Thirteen have reached 
the chart's top 10, and 
five have hit No. 1. 

G 
NO. is ON TOP 
COUNTRY ALBUMS 
Lambert and Carrie 
Underwood are the only 
artists to have their first 
six albums all debut at 
the top of this chart. 

COPIES SOLD 
Of the 2011 debut 
album by Pistol Annies, 
Hell on Heels, which 
reached No. 5 on the 
Bill board 200. 

I ask Lambert if she thinks that at this 
moment in history — with, among other 
things, this particular president in office 
— there is an opening for her to make the 
kind of issue-oriented songs Lynn became 
known for, Lambert is quick to dismiss the 
idea. "I am a ioo percent believer in not 
ever using the platform that I've built for 
anything other than music, because music 
to me is an escape from your own reality. 
I don't want to go to a show and hear 
somebody preach about their opinions." 
When I press her, she holds firm: "It's 

so divided lin politics], you can't win 
anyway — and what are you winning? 
For someone to agree with you, and now 
you've spoken your piece and pissed off 
many other people, just for one person to 
go, 'She's right'? It doesn't do any good." 
Of course, Lambert could just as easily 

piss off some folks by refusing to talk 
politics — acknowledge their side one way 
or the other. But as an established woman in 
country, there's already an expectation that 
she must succeed on behalf of all women 
in country. And when, on top of all that, 
she has been a lightning rod for divorce 
gossip, is it really fair to argue that she must 
also thrust herself — and her art — into the 
center of debates now dividing the nation? 

"I'm a country singer," she reminds me. 
"We talk about tears in our beers." Wings 
has no doubt inspired many good cries. 
Lambert says she wrote over 70 songs in 
the post-divorce frenzy, and along the 
way, some unexpectedly positive vibes 
began to seep into her work. In late 2015, 
Lambert and East — a lanky, soulful crooner 
originally from Alabama — were introduced 
to each other backstage after one of his 
shows in Nashville. As is now customary, 
they announced their new relationship with 
an Instagram post on Jan. 1, 2016, showing 
them canoodling on the couch with the 
caption, "The snuggle is real..." 

East would go on to co-write two of 
Wings' highlights, the wispy Bonnie & Clyde 
analogue "Getaway Driver" and the should-
we-or-shouldn't-we "Well-Rested." But 
Lambert seems to address the relationship 
most directly on "Pushin' Time," where she 
sings, "And they say only time can tell/You 
already know me well/And if it has to end in 
tears/1 hope it's in 6o years." 
As far as her career goes, "1 have 

no idea what will happen in the next 
two years," says Lambert. "What size 
buildings I'm going to be playing or 
who's going to be on the bill." She knows 
by now that nothing's guaranteed — "for 
female artists, especially." But maybe 
she better recognizes just how far she has 
come: "It's like, 'Well, that was cool. Now 
where can we go?' " 0 
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From left: Carrie 
Underwood, Brad 
Paisley and Trahern 
photographed by 
RobbyKlein on June 1.0 
at Music City Center in 
Nashville. 
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The 100 leaders, aec Myers and influencers on Billboard's third annual Nashville Country Power Players list drove 
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POWER PLAYERS 

EXECUTIVE 
OF THE YEAR 
SARAH IRWIN 
"I always call it 'the big tent,'" says the CEO of the 
Country Music Association, who has helped expand not 
only the genre's borders but also its audience through 
deft diplomacy and "lightning-rod moments" at the CMAs 

AS SARAH TRAHERN LEADS THE WAY TO HER CORNER OFFICE, 

she warns that it might not be in the most presentable state. "I'm 
a little scared because I haven't even sat down in here today," she 
says, waving warm hellos to Country Music Association (CMA) 
staffers as she passes their open doorways. 
Trahem's floor-to-ceiling windows offer a second-story view of 

the traffic on Music Row, the symbolic center of Nashville's music 
industry, flooding with natural light a workspace that is, in fact, 
very tidy. A few stacks of paper await her attention; the rest have 
made their way into thick binders lining the shelves. 
Trahem, 33, is midway through her fourth year as CEO of the 

CMA, the most muscular of any trade organization devoted to 
a single genre. Each June, its music festival draws hundreds of 
thousands of fans, raising millions of dollars for its charitable 
work in music education. The annual TV viewership of fall's CMA 
Awards, aired on ABC since zoo6, is second only to the Grammys 
among music awards telecasts; even up against game seven of 
the 2016 World Series, the show held its own in ratings, retaining 
93 percent of its audience from 2013. Through Country Music 
Hall of Fame inductions held every fall, the organization bestows 
permanent spots in the industry's official historical narrative. 
Trahem took the reins of the 39-year-old institution, with 

its 7,800 members, 76-person board and staff of so, at an 
unpredictable moment. Old business models are rapidly losing 
currency. Crossing over to pop is no longer just a way to add to a 
country artist's established fan base — plenty of millennial country 
acts are virtually pop natives. There are glaring gender disparities 
on the country charts, with male stars getting the lion's share of 
the airplay. With the format's future in mind, Trahem responds to 
the present tumult with unflappable diplomacy. 

"There's always that dichotomy of traditional country and pop 
country," she says after settling into a plush armchair in a small 
conference room, reading glasses perched atop her head. "I get 
asked about it a lot, and I always call it 'the big tent.' Under how 
we define country, I think there's room for all of us." 
Trahern proved her commitment to that idea in 2016 by getting 

behind the sweeping vision for the CMA Awards show proposed 
by executive producer Robert Deaton. The 30th-anniversary 
edition of the telecast featured twice as many artists as usual, 
incorporating many more generations, styles and looks. But 
the night's biggest, and most controversial, coup was a surprise 
appearance by Beyoncé and the Dixie Chicks. If the pairing of 
the biggest R&B-pop superstar on the planet and the country 
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expat trio raised some eyebrows, it was also a huge win, its 
impact reverberating across social media. 
During Trahem's tenure, the number of countries that broadcast 

the CMA Awards has grown from three to 89, and what she refers to 
as genre-bridging "lightning-rod moments" — the Dixie Chicks and 
Beyoncé, of course, but also Chris Stapleton and Justin Timberlake 
in 2015, and Maren Monis' blockbuster inaugural appearance 
backed by the Preservation Hall Jazz Band in 2016 — have 
convinced many casual observers of country's openness. 

In its infancy in the late 1950s, the CMA needed to convince 
the outside world that country wasn't some backwoods niche, but 
a viable radio format and bona fide pop competitor. As listening 
habits increasingly render genre boundaries obsolete, Trahem is 
trying to strike a new balance: furthering a global expansion while 
promoting the distinctiveness of the format and its legacy. Her 
mandate: "In a streaming world, how do I help make sure that 
there's going to be a strong CMA 60 years from now?" 
Trahern grew up in a household where divergent sensibilities 

"UNDER HOW WE DEFINE COUNTRY, I THINK 
THERE'S ROOM FOR ALL OF US."-TRAHERN 
coexisted easily; her mother played viola in a symphony, and 
her father, who chaired the University of Tennessee English 
department, substituted Merle Haggard songs for bedtime 
lullabies and carted his daughter to bluegrass festivals, which 
inspired her to take up the banjo. Trahern's professional 
education came at C-SPAN, where she landed a gig after 
graduating from Georgetown University. It was network policy 
to give equal airtime to all vantage points. "I was in charge of the 
talk-show unit," she explains. "So we had to be sure we had the 
same number of Democrats and Republicans on. Our boss used 
to say, 'If you care who wins, you shouldn't work here.'" 
Trahern swapped the political beat for country music 

programming with a 1995 move to The Nashville Network (now 
defunct), then landed at Great American Country, where she 
worked her way up to senior vp/GM. She found a new application 
for her skilled bipartisanship when the CMA board of directors 
hired her in 2014. 
"You can imagine a room full of the gatekeepers in the music 

industry in Nashville," says Jody Williams, vp writer/publisher 
relations at BMI and incoming board president. "You can't be a 
maverick with those personalities. You have to listen to all sides." 
When it comes to a hot-button issue like female artists struggling 

to gain traction at radio, Trahem says, "It's not our role to A8zR 
the industry." Instead, the CMA gave numerous slots at this year's 
festival, including an entire night's lineup at one of its largest 
venues, to rising performers who happen to be women. 
During a promotional campaign leading to the 50th 

anniversary of the CMA Awards, Trahern helped orchestrate 
the making of a single and video, dubbed "Forever Country," 
which involved no fewer than 30 of country's most recognizable 
VIPs, from Keith Urban to Dolly Parton. (It achieved RIAA gold 
certification in May.) Karen Fairchild, a board member whose 
group, Little Big Town, participated, marvels, "The way that she 
needed to maneuver that politically, [getting] the artists and 
directors and musicians [onboard], was such a feat. You can see 
the way she gently massages situations in the business." 
To Fairchild, it matters a lot that Trahem "feels the weight 

of legacy, and how to continue it." Keen conciliator that she is, 
Trahem wouldn't be caught claiming credit for what goes well. 
"The successes that I have really are the successes that we have," 
she insists. "That's how I'm choosing to frame it." —JEWLY HIGHT 

LABELS 

SCOTT BORCHETTA* 

PRESIDENT/CEO/FOUNDER, BIG MACHINE 

LABEL GROUP 

*FOCUSED ON THE FUTURE 

In the (nearly) three years since his 
marquee artist Taylor Swift released 
her smash album 1989, Borchetta says 
that the label group has been "focused 
on the next wave," grooming rising acts 
Brett Young and Thomas Rhett, whose 
"Craving You" (featuring Maren Morris) 
topped Billboards Country Airplay 
chart and generated 34.2 million on-
demand streams. In other promising 
news, reports persist that Swift's 
Billboard Hot 100 hit with Zayn Malik, 
"I Don't Wanna Live Forever (Fifty 
Shades Darker)," which sold over 
1 million downloads, won't be the only 
new music she releases this year. 
BIGGEST ISSUE FACING COUNTRY "The 
streaming genie's out of the bottle, so 
we have no choice now but to scale it 
with premium services. The goal is for 
everyone to be on a premium service." 

DAVE COBB, 43 

FOUNDER, LOW COUNTRY SOUND 

*THE MAN WITH THE GOLDEN EAR 

Working with Sturgill Simpson, 
Chris Stapleton and Jason Isbell, the 
producer and now label head — his 
Elektra Records imprint, Low Country 
Sound, will release sophomore LPs by 
his cousin Brent Cobb and Anderson 
East in early 2018 — has overseen 
a steady stream of standouts that 
meld country, rock and 1970s singer-
songwriter fare. That includes the 
best-selling country LP of 2017 so 
far, Stapleton's From A Room: Vol. 1. 
While others precision-engineer 
mash u ps, Cobb favors spontaneity. 
"I hate listening to tons of demos 
before I make a record," he says. 

MIKE CURB, 72 

FOUNDER/CHAIRMAN, CURB RECORDS; 

OWNER/CHAIRMAN, WORD ENTERTAINMENT 

*THE LONG PLAYER 

"I never plan to retire," says the 
founder of 54-year-old Curb Records, 
the industry's longest-running 
independent label still run by its 
original owner. When not working 
with Curb artists Dylan Scott, Lee 
Brice and For King & Country, Curb 
also restores faded buildings on 
Music Row, funds music business 
programs at numerous colleges 
and still scouts for new talent in a 

Eldredge (left) and 
Esposito photographed 
by Cameron Powell on 
June 22 at Warner Music 
Group in Nashville. 

variety of genres. "Nobody ever told 
me that we couldn't do rock'nioll in 
Nashville," he says. 

NIKE DUNCAN, 63 

CHAIRMAN/CEO, UNIVERSAL MUSIC GROUP 

NASHVILLE 

*NASHVILLE'S NO.1 MAN 

Under Dungan, UMGN has retained 
its crown as country's market-share 
leader — 27.6 percent for the first half 
of 2017— and seen one of its artists 
top the Hot Country Songs chart every 
week during the same period. Chris 
Stapleton's Traveller ranked as the 
top-selling country album of 2016, 
and Capitol Nashville lured Carrie 
Underwood away from Sony. With an 
eye toward the future, Dungan says 
he's excited about the evolution of Jon 
Pardi, who "takes country music by the 
throat," and guiding 2011 American 
Idol runner-up Lauren Alaina to her 
first No. 1 on the Country Airplay chart. 
BEST OF NASHVILLE -The Time 
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Jumpers, [who perform] every Monday 
night at 3rd and Lindsley." 

JOHN ESPOSITO, 61 
CHAIRMAN/CEO, WARNER MUSIC NASHVILLE 

RANDY GOODMAN, 61 

CHAIRMAN/CEO, SONY MUSIC NASHVILLE 

*RAISING KANE AND MAREN 

Kane Brown's and Luke Combs No. 1 
achievements on Top Country Albums 
— along with the ongoing success of 
Maren Morris, Old Dominion and Cam 
— cemented Sony Music Nashville's 
reputation as a hothouse for new talent 
under Goodman's team. "We're doing 
what we needed to do," says Goodman 
of the label group, which captured a 
19.7 percent market share in the first 
half of 2017. SMN also had hits from 
Kenny Chesney and the recently re-
sig ned Miranda Lambert, whose double 
album, The Weight of These Wings, was 
certified platinum in July. New signees 
Tim McGraw and Faith Hill should 
lessen the sting of Carrie Underwood's 
defection to Capitol when the couple 
releases a duets LP in the fall. 

THE CHANGE AGENT 
1 

"You have to be tenacious," says the Warner Music Nashville 
chairman/CEO of breaking artists like Brett Eldredge 

Since "Espo," as he's known in the business, 
took over Warner Music Nashville in 2009, the 
division's market share for country albums plus 
track equivalent albums has quadrupled to almost 
7.6 percent. In the first seven months of 2017, WMN 
artists have topped the Country Airplay chart four 
times, and RaeLynn, a former contestant on season 
two of The Voice, had her first album for Warner Bros. 
Nashville, Wildhorse, debut at No. i on Top Country 
Albums. Dan + Shay, Brett Eldredge and Cole 
Swindell have put points on the board as well. 

ES POS CREDO Although Esposito says he wants 
"everybody on the label to be at the level of Blake," 
whose 2016 album, if I'm Honest, has earned 
973,000 equivalent album units and spawned his 

th Country Airplay No.1 with "Every Time I Hear 
That Song," he adds that he measures progress by 
two key words: "change" and "challenge." Hence his 
creation of a radio/streaming marketing team led by 
Kristen Williams in September. "We have to get our 
artists exposed every way that we can," he says. 

BETTING ON sRErr "He was the very first artist I 
signed after arriving here. There was no question 
that his voice was special," says Esposito of 
Eldredge, who has sold 4.6 million digital 
songs and landed five No. i singles on Country 
Airplay since 2013. (His latest, "Somethin' I'm 
Good At," reached No. 21.) "The first two singles 
didn't work, but you have to be tenacious," 
adds Esposito. "When you know, you have to let 
everyone else know." 

KNOWS HIS WAY AROUND A NOOK "Music men and 
the sea" is what Eldredge calls his annual fishing 
outing with Esposito to catch bluefin tuna. "On our 
first trip ever, Espo's family and I got out on the 
water, smiles a-blazing, toasted with a beverage, 
and all was right in the world," says Eldredge. "But 
it was about a two-hour boat ride, and the waves got 
the best of him. Espo's classic smile began to fade, 
and he slowly turned to a green, Shrek-like color. 
He spent the next couple of hours lying in the cabin, 
but when a giant fish hit the line, Espo the green, 
friendly, sea-legged giant made his way to the back 
of the boat to hoist a 200-pound-plus fish with his 
closest pals. It's a memory we'll never forget." 
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POWER PlAYERS 

JON LOBA* 

EXECUTIVE VP, BBR MUSIC GROUP NASHVILLE 

*NOW BACKED BY BMG MUSCLE 

When BMG purchased BBR Music 
Group at the beginning of 2017, 
founder Benny Brown became a 
consultant, and Loba took charge of 
the label group that Jason Aldean and 
Trace Adkins call home. Bolstered 
by the German giants "world-class 
resources," Loba says BBRMG is 
poised to become "a destination for 
major artists." Meanwhile, its current 
roster kept racking up wins: Dustin 
Lynch scored his fifth Country Airplay 
No. 1 in February with "Seein Red" and 
is slated to drop a new studio album in 
the fall. In April, Aldean picked up his 
second Entertainer of the Year award 
at the Academy of Country Music 
(ACM) Awards. 
NONINDUSTRY LEADER HE ADMIRES 

"Mark Cuban. I agree with him 95 
percent of the time on Shark Tank." 

DAVID MACIAS, 52 

PRESIDENT, THIRTY TIGERS 

*TRIPLE TIGERS DOUBLES HIS CLOUT 

In October 2016, Macias announced 
a strategic alliance with Sony 

Music Entertainment and Triple 8 
Management called Triple Tigers 
Records, which is dedicated to 
mainstream country. Its first artist, 
Russell Dickerson, rose to No. 3 on the 
Country Digital Song Sales chart in 
July. Thirty Tigers acts Jason Isbell and 
Aaron Watson are also having a strong 
2017. Isbell's critically heralded The 
Nashville Sound with his band the 400 
Unit and Watson's Vaquero respectively 
debuted at No. 1 and No. 2 on the 
Top Country Albums chart. "We try to 
attract and serve artists that are true to 
their internal voices," says Macias. 

SHANE HcANALLY, 42 
CEO, SMACK; CO-PRESIDENT, MONUMENT 

RECORDS 

*MONUMENT BUILDER 

The streak of blockbusters that 
made McAnally one of Billboard's 
top-ranked country songwriters in 
2015 continues with the unstoppable 
groove of Sam Hunt's "Body Like 
a Back Road," which already has 
spent 24 weeks atop the Hot Country 
Songs chart and is the year's biggest 
country single to date, with 1.3 million 
downloads. In January, SMACK — the 
5-year-old publishing, management 

WHY I LOVE NASHVILLE NOW 

KANE BROWN ON THE GULCH 

"My first Nashville home, my management company, my label and my 
booking agency are all based there. I am truly grateful and never take for 

granted that I get ta be a part of the Nashville music community, 
and that area has been the epicenter of my entire music career." 

THE STAR 
MAKER 
J MGN's No. 2 has helped Lady A and other acts 
hit new career highs; now she's planning to 
finish what she started with Carrie Underwood 

CINDY MARE, 44 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSAL MUSIC GROUP NASHVILLE 

"It was the most gratifying moment of the past year," says Mabe 
of her reaction to UMG Nashville signing Carrie Underwood 
to Capitol Records Nashville in late March — a surprise deal 
following the country superstar's decision not to renew with Sony 
Nashville after a fruitful 12-year run that culminated in the release 
of her 2015 album, Storyteller. (The LP has sold over i million 
albums and yielded four top 20 singles on the Country Airplay 
chart.) One reason for Underwood's move, according to industry 
sources: the opportunity to work again with Mabe, who was at 
Sony Nashville when the 2005 American Idol winner released 
her first album, Some Hearts, and was involved in rolling out the 
record, which went on to sell 7.5 million copies. With Underwood 
back on the same team, Mabe says, "We are working with Carrie 
on a lot of goals, including making her a global star." 

LA DY A RETURNS To THE A-LIST Almost three years since its last 
album, 747, Lady Antebellum reached No. i on the Top Country 
Albums chart for the fifth time, with Heart Break, on July 2. "They 
released one of the best albums of their career," says Mabe of 
the new LP. "I'm continuously blown away by how this band and 
their music connect." 

'DRIVEN BY THE MUSIC' "Cindy has a dynamic way of powerfully 
[fusing] music and commerce. She is driven by the music, 
and believes that it must tell a story and be authentic to who you 
are for it to last," says Lady A's Hillary Scott. "In that regard, she 
has encouraged and challenged us over the course of our career." 

NEW KIDS ON THE NASHVILLE BLOCK Mabe says she is particularly 
proud of three acts that broke new ground in 2016 and 2017: 
"Brothers Osborne, Lauren Alaina and Jon Pardi have all upped 
their game." Brothers Osborne won both Academy of Country 
Music and Country Music Association duo of the year honors. 
Alaina, an American Idol alumna, scored her first Country Airplay 
No., with "Road Less Traveled." And Pardi scored Country Airplay 
chart-toppers with the first two singles off his Calfornia Sunrise 
LP, "Head Over Boots" and "Dirt on My Boots"; his most recent, 
"Heartache on the Dance Floor," is No.24 on the Aug. 5 chart. 
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Kelley and Scott of 
Lady Antebellum and 
Mabe photographed 
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on July14 backstage 
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KEN ROBOLD, 52 
EXECUTIVE VP/C00, SONY MUSIC NASHVILLE 

STEVE HODGES, 52 
EXECUTIVE VP PROMOTION AND ARTIST DEVELOPMENT, SONY 

MUSIC NASHVILLE 

When Robold, a lifelong New Yorker, relocated 
to Nashville in 1994 —"knowing no one," he says 
— he was skeptical that it would be a permanent 
move. Twenty-three years later, he is one of the 
primary strategic forces behind a revitalized Sony 
Nashville, the label-group home of breakthrough 
artists Maren Monis, Luke Combs, Old Dominion, 
Kane Brown and a resurgent Miranda Lambert. 
"Bringing Maren in really put the town on notice 
[that] Sony's back and is going to be a player," says 
Robold. "And Luke Combs is on fire." Combs' single 
"Hurricane" and EP This Ones for You have topped 
the Country Airplay and Top Country Albums charts, 
respectively. "It's such a deep record," adds Robold. 

DELAYED GRATIFICATION "When I signed at Sony, 
we had to move the release date of the album," 
recalls Combs. "Ken could tell I was frustrated 
and dropped what he was doing to pull his team 

THE HUSTLERS 
A reinvigorated Sony Nashville has racked up 

an armful of No.1 singles and albums by betting on 
rising stars like "Hurricane" singer Luke Combs 

together to show me why we needed to push the 
date to set the record up for success. Well, the 
album went to No. 1. Ken was right." 

SPOTTING A ̀HURRICANE' After joining the Sony 
Music Nashville team with incoming chairman/ 
CEO Randy Goodman in July 2015, Hodges was 
instrumental in getting Monis — the first signing he 
was involved in upon joining Sony — and Combs. 
Having promoted artists to radio for most of his 
career — prior to joining Sony, he had spent 21 
years at Capitol Records Nashville — Hodges says 
of Combs, "It was easy to see there was something 
boiling there that was about to explode." 

`STEVE GETS NE' Combs says he was impressed that 
Hodges "had taken the time to really dig into what 
we needed to grow momentum" when it came to a 
follow-up single. "One Number Away" was the initial 
pick, but Hodges and his team felt "When It Rains It 
Pours" was a better option after Combs performed it 
at a radio event. "Once Steve pitched me on the plan 
he wanted to execute, it was the right choice," says 
Combs. "Steve gets it — and gets me," he adds. 

and production company McAnally 
runs with his husband, Michael 
McAnally Brown — bought the Jim 
Owens Building on Music Row for 
$1.89 million (it's due to open in 
October). Also in January, McAnally 
and manager Jason Owen announced 
the relaunch of Monument Records 
with Sony, once home to Roy Orbison, 
Dolly Parton and Owens client Little 
Big Town. McAnally says Monument 
will be a place for hard-to-pigeonhole 
acts like the pop-leaning Walker 
Hayes, the soulful Caitlyn Smith and 
artists where a major label would say, 
'We don't know where this fits: " 
SONG STUCK IN HIS HEAD "Charlie 
Puth's 'Attention:" 

PETER STRICKLAND* 

CHIEF MARKETING OFFICER, WARNER 

MUSIC NASHVILLE 

*  INVESTING IN WARNER'S FUTURE 

Blake Shelton, who scored his 24th 
No. 1 on the Country Airplay chart in 
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Julyllat The Crying 

Wolf in Nashville. 

July with "Every Time I Hear That 
Song," remains Warner Nashville's 

alpha dog, but Strickland points to 
successes with relative newcomers 

as indicators of WMN's investment 

in career-building and its growth 

potential. Dan + Shay have moved 

756,000 consumption album units 

and racked up their third Country 
Airplay No. 1, "How Not To," in July, 

and William Michael Morgans 

2016 release, Vinyl, hit No. 5 on Top 
Country Albums. And Brett Eldredge, 

whose songs have generated 

535 million on-demand streams, "is 
on his way to becoming a superstar," 

says Strickland, adding, "We don't 

sign artists for the short term. It's 
about doing the legwork needed to 
bring them to the marketplace." 

BEST OF NASHVILLE "Mayor Megan 
Barry has an exciting vision for 

Nashville's future, although [the 

development] makes it challenging for 

those of us that live here." 

PROMOTION L 

JIMMY HARNEN, 54 

PRESIDENT, BMLG RECORDS; EXECUTIVE VP, 

BIG MACHINE LABEL GROUP 

*23 NO. is AND COUNTING 

Harnen's development and positioning 
of Florida Georgia Line keeps paying 

dividends. The duo hit No. 1 on the 

Country Airplay chart for the 11th time 

in July with "God, Your Mama, and Me," 
which, along with BMLG rookie Brett 

Youngs No. 1 Country Airplay single, 

'ln Case You Didn't Know," brought 
BMLG Records total of chart-topping 

singles to 23. 'Were looking forward 

to our 24th," says Harnen, who credits 
CEO Scott Borchetta with giving the 

staff freedom to think outside the 

box. "He says, 'You start at crazy and 
work backward,' " says Harnen. "That 

allows us to do what we do." 
NONINDUSTRY LEADER HE ADMIRES 

"Warren Buffett. One of my favorite 
quotes of his: 'Opportunities come 

infrequently. When it rains gold, put out 
the bucket, not the thimble.' ' 

ROYCE RISSER, 47 

SENIOR VP PROMOTION, UNIVERSAL MUSIC 

GROUP NASHVILLE 

*TOOK LAUREN ALAINA TO NO.1 

After 26 years at Universal, Risser 

still loves rolling up his sleeves and 
working a single up the charts. In 

April, his team celebrated 2011 

American Idol runner-up Lauren 
Alaina's first Country Airplay No. 1, 

"Road Less Traveled," her sixth single 
in six years. "The Mercury team kept 

churning and fighting for it," says 

Risser. "It was a huge turnaround, 
for her and for us." And under Risser, 

Capitol Nashville spent almost a year 
nudging Darius Rucker's "If I Told 
You" to the top of Country Airplay 

in June. "We'd never really led with 

a ballad for Darius, but it was a 
meaningful record for him, and we 

felt we should try something we had 

never done before," says Risser. 
SONG STUCK IN HIS HEAD "Mike 

Dungan cracks up at my love of 
musical theater, but I was completely 

obsessed with Hamilton all last year." 

KRISTEN WILLIAMS, 37 

SENIOR VP RADIO AND STREAMING, WARNER 

MUSIC NASHVILLE 

*STREAMING SAVANT 

After 13 years of rising through the 

ranks at Warner Music Nashville, 
Williams was promoted to her 

current position of overseeing 

three promotion teams that were 

tasked with working the on-demand 

streaming services in addition to 

radio. "Radio is by far the most 
important platform when launching 

an artist," says Williams. "But it 
really helps to have a story to give to 

[broadcasters], whether it be streams 
at Spotify, success at SiriusXM or any 

other important metric." Williams, 
who oversees a roster that includes 

Blake Shelton and Brandy Clark, cites 

the No. 1 debut of RaeLynn's first 
album, Wildhorse, on the Top Country 
Albums chart in April as one of her 

division's top achievements of the 
past year, as well as motivation for 

the future. "We've made clear strides 
in breaking female acts," she says, 

"but there are still challenges." 

MANAGEMENT 

MARVEL BLACKSTOCK, 60 

CEO, STARSTRUCK ENTERTAINMENT 

BRANDON BLACKSTOCK, 40 

MANAGER, STARSTRUCK ENTERTAINMENT 

*BETTING ON BLAKE 

Blake Shelton, Starstruck's client of 11 

years, remains one of country musics 
top earners — 10.2 million albums 

and 30 million song downloads sold, 
and 1.7 billion on-demand streams 

generated — and then there's his 

lucrative gig as a judge on NBC's 

The Voice, Shelton's 2016 release, 

If I'm Honest, became his fifth No. 1 

on the Top Country Albums chart 

and spawned three Country Airplay 
chart-toppers. The most recent, 

"Every Time I Hear That Song," 

counts as Shelton's 24th No. 1 radio 
hit. The father-and-son management 

team also scored Brandons wife 

of three and a half years, original 
American Idol winner Kelly Clarkson, 

a coaching spot on season 14 of 

The Voice and landed Maggie Rose 
and trio Post Monroe on CMT's 2017 

Next Women of Country Tour. 

GARY BORMAN, 64 

FOUNDER/CEO, BORMAN ENTERTAINMENT 

*  DEVOTED TO URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

Borman started his career steering 

jazz acts until, he says, he was 

stereotyped as a "jazz manager" — at 
which point he began working with a 

diverse roster of artists that included 
The Rolling Stones, the Bee Gees, 
Faith Hill and Garbage. Then, 16 

years ago, he took on Keith Urban and 

has stuck with country ever since."' 
love the culture and the work ethic — 

and I love the focus on songs," says 

Borman, who also reps Alison Krauss. 
The success ain't bad either: Since 

Urban's platinum-certified Ripcord was 

released in 2016, the Aussie star has 
sold 700,000 concert tickets. 

CORAN CAPSHAIN, 59 

FOUNDER, RED LIGHT MANAGEMENT 

BRAD BELANGER, 42 

MANAGER, RLM; OWNER, HOMESTEAD 

MANAGEMENT 

MARY HILLIARD HARRINGTON, 40 

MANAGER, RLM 

TOM LORD, 41 
HEAD OF MARKETING, RLM 

DANIEL MILLER, 43 
MANAGER, RLM 

JANET WEIR, 43 

PRESIDENT, 42 ENT; MANAGER, RLM 

*MANAGING COUNTRY'S A-LIST 

As the largest indie artist-management 

firm in the world, Red Light has a 

"RADIO IS MORE IMPORTANT TO COUNTRY 
THAN ANY OTHER GENRE, SO THE LOOMING 
FINANCIAL PROBLEMS OF THE BIG RADIO CHAINS 
COULD BE HUGELY DESTABILIZING FOR A TIME." 
-DAVID MACIAS, THIRTY TIGERS 
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From left:A mussel dish 
served at Henrietta Red; the 

interior of the restaurant, 
which offers contemporary 

cooking and a raw bar. 

WHERE NASHVIIIE EATS NOW 

STRATEGIC HOSPITALITY'S HOTSPOTS 
Two native sons on leading the culinary revolution in their hometown and 
harnessing the city's creative momentum for their restaurant risk-taking 

When Benjamin Goldberg 

was just a 23-year-old college 

graduate trying to figure 

out what to do with the rest 

of his life, he and a friend 

decided to open a bar in an 

abandoned warehouse in 

The Gulch. The plan didn't 

make much sense: The area, 

in southwest Nashville, was 

off the radar, and Goldberg 

had little business or 

culinary acumen. The space, 

though, epitomized where 

he wanted to hang out. It 

was a snapshot of my life at 

that time," says Goldberg, 

now 38. "And somehow 

the people in Nashville 

understood it and came 

out." Fifteen years and eight 

restaurants later, Benjamin 

and his brother Max, 34, who 

founded Strategic Hospitality 

in 2006, are still proving a 

single restaurant has the 

power to change an entire 

neighborhood. Among the 

standouts in their portfolio: 

Pinewood Social, a vintage 

bowling alley-meets-pool 

party-meets-bocce-ball 

cocktail hangout in Rolling 

Mill Hill; Bastion, a 24-seat 

eatery helmed by culinary 

darling Josh Habiger 

in the up-and-coming 

Wedgewood-Houston area; 

and Germantown's Henrietta 

Red, where Nashville native 

Julia Sullivan (formerly of Per 

Se and The French Laundry) 

serves up oysters and seafood. 

No two concepts are alike, and 

while the Goldbergs admit 

they wished they had a savvy 

business plan to help guide 

them,they always come back 

to two simple questions: 

"What are we really into right 

now? And will this add value 

to Nashville?" Says Benjamin: 

"It's a city that has been really 

good to us, and we want to be 

good backto it." 

You were both raised 

in Nashville. What was 

a favorite place to eat 

back then? 

MAX Benjamin and I have 

great memories of going out 

to Centerville,Tenn., which is 

about an hour from Nashville, 

where our grandfather had 

a cattle farm and wood-

chipping business, and there 

was a great fried chicken joint 

called the Beacon Light Tea 

Room. Our grandmother will 

kill us for talking about it, 

because it's a hidden secret. 

BENJAMIN Sperry's is an old 

Top:The bar at Bastion. Above: 
Benjamin (left) and Max 

Goldberg. Right: Duck breast 
with Granny Smith apple pearls 

and cauliflower puree at Bastion. 
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Nashville favorite. The Picnic 

Cafe, which is a great chicken 

salad spot, is still there. 

What's happening in 

Nashville now that the food 

Industry IsboomIng? 

BENJAMIN There's all sorts 

of wonderful people doing 

creative, thoughtful things 

here— jean makers, artists, 

graphic designers, bar folks, 

restaurant folks. We all want 

each other to succeed, and 

when you see someone doing 

what they love, you end up 

being more likely to take a 

risk yourself. 

Considering Nashville's 

music roots, how does 

the scene play into 

your projects? 

BENJAMIN We're doing more 

of a focus on concerts. We 

have a concession stand in 

the baseball stadium [First 

Tennessee Park] called The 

Band Box. Kings of Leon will 

play a show [at the stadium] 

in September, and we will be 

executing restaurant-quality 

food in the stand. 

What's the best show you've 

ever beentoln Nashville? 

BENJAMIN The first show we 

ever had at our music venue 

[City Hall,which closed in 

2008] many moons ago: Ray 

LaMontagne. 

MAX I took my mom and 

aunt to the Ryman to see Bob 

Dylan. One of the guys who 

was helping to do the music 

gave us one of the harmonicas 

that Bob played. He said, "This 

is a spit-certified harmonica. 

If I see it on eBay, I'm going 

to break your legs: I think he 

meant it. —BROOKE MAZUREK 

country roster that is second to none 
and includes stadium, arena and 

amphitheater headliners Luke Bryan, 
Sam Hunt, Dierks Bentley, Lady 

Antebellum and Chris Stapleton, 

whom Capshaw personally manages. 

There's no other genre that has such a 

constant level of touring and fan desire 
to see artists live," says Capshaw. One 
of Red Light's key Nashville strategies 

involves partnering with managers 

of promising country stars, including 
Kerni Edwards (Bryan) and Belanger 

(Hunt). Says Belanger: "We sign a 
short-term lease where I run my own 

company, Coran gets a section of 

my profits, and I get to use all of his 

shared services — digital, marketing, 
tour promotion and Coran himself." 

It's a strategy that has paid off: In 

2016, Bryan's tour alone grossed 
$70.6 million. 
BEST OF NASHVILLE Belanger "I'm in 

love with the new First Tennessee 

Park [home of the Nashville Sounds]. 
It's the bougiest baseball stadium 

you've ever seen." 

VIRGINIA DAVIS, 37 

ARTIST MANAGER/MANAGING PARTNER, 

G-MAJOR MGMT 

* RISING WITH RHETT 

Davis signed Thomas Rhett when he 
was a 20-year-old college student. 
Seven years later, the pair (with Rhett's 

father and Roc Nation) launched 
Home Team Publishing. Rhett, who 

has sold 9.4 million digital songs and 

generated 1.2 billion on-demand 
streams, won male vocalist of the year 

at the ACM Awards, and "Craving 
You" (featuring Maren Morris) became 
his eighth No. 1 on Country Airplay. 

Now, Davis is gearing up for the fall 

release of Rhett's third LP, for which 
the artist had plenty of material. "He's 

constantly writing," says Davis. 
BIGGEST ISSUE FACING COUNTRY 

"There's a lot of traffic and saturation 

in the marketplace. An act really has 

to be strategic about defining touring 
strategy and doing so very early." 

BOB DOYLE, 69 

OWNER/PRESIDENT; MAJOR BOB MUSIC, 

BOB DOYLE & ASSOCIATES 

*THE GARTH WHISPERER 

Ever since Garth Brooks played two 
sold-out dates at New York's Yankee 

Stadium in July 2016, the country 
superstar has been hitting it out of 

the park with Doyle, his manager of 

almost 30 years, by his side. Brooks 
took home a record fifth Entertainer 
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POWER PLAYERS 
of the Year award at the Country 

Music Association (CMA) Awards 

last November, and his three-year 
North American tour has sold nearly 
6 million tickets. 'Forty percent of 

the audience is under 34," says Doyle, 
who also helped Brooks launch his 
own SiriusXM channel and strike 

an exclusive streaming deal with 
Amazon Music. 

FAVORITE ARTIST OF ANY GENRE 

1.S. Bach. Brilliant composer." 

ANN EDELBLUTE• 

OWNER, THE HQ 

*OVERSAW UNDERWOOD'S NEW DEAL 

Edelblute helped steer sole client 
Carrie Underwood into a newsmaking 
worldwide deal with Universal Music 

Groups Capitol Records Nashville after 
five records with Sony. Underwood was 

the top-earning female country artist 
of 2016, taking home $19.9 million, in 

large part thanks to her "biggest [tour] 

to date," says Edelblute, which traveled 

to nine countries and played to nearly 
1.2 million fans. 
BEST OF NASHVILLE "Nashville 

Predators hockey." (The NHL Stanley 

Cup finalists are captained by 
Underwood's husband, Mike Fisher.) 

KERRI EDVVARDS* 
FOUNDER/PRESIDENT, KP ENTERTAINMENT 

*  BUILDING BRYAN'S BRAND 

As the manager of Luke Bryan, the 
eighth-highest-earning artist of 2016 

at $27.3 million, Edwards is arguably 

one of the highest-paid women in the 
music industry. And to think she almost 

turned down the job. After working 

as a creative director for Bryan's 
publisher, the "Drunk on You" singer 

asked Edwards to manage him., just 

looked at him and said, 'No, no, no,' " 
she says with a laugh. She now guides 

his career in partnership with Red 

Light Management, and has helped 
Bryan grow into a crossover star who 

performed the national anthem in front 

of 111 million TV viewers at the 2017 
Super Bowl. Her roster also includes 

Cole Swindell and Jon Langston. 
BIGGEST ISSUE FACING COUNTRY 

"Streaming rights and payments. 

Songwriter advocate that I am, I still 

think there's a long way to go to figure 
out what is fair for them." 

LARRY FITZGERALD, 79 
PRESIDENT, THE FITZGERALD HARTLEY CO. 

BILL SIMMONS, 64 

PARTNER, THE FITZGERALD HARTLEY CO. 

*  REPPING PAISLEY, PICKLER, YOUNG 

WHY I LOVE NASHVILLE NOW 

BRANDT CLARK ON COUNTRY MUSIC'S TASTEMAKERS 
"Two cf my favorite people in the Nashville music community are 

Leslie Fram at CMT and John Marks at Spogy. We are so fortunate to have 
two champions for unique musical voices living and working in our city." 

The 40-year-old management 
company has engineered a flurry 

of multimedia deals for its roster 

during the past year. Simmons helped 
negotiate a Netflix comedy special 

for Brad Paisley after his client got 

rave reviews as host of the CMA 

Awards, and with Fender, for a Paisley 

Signature Series Telecaster guitar. 
Fitzgerald oversaw Vince Gill joining 

the Eagles for the Classic East/West 

concerts, a third renewal for CMT's 
I Love Kellie Pickier and Pickier teaming 
with Faith Hill on a new daytime talk 

show starting in the fall. Chris Youngs 

breakout year — "Sober Saturday 

Night" became his eighth No. 1 

Country Airplay single in March — was 
"pretty great, too: says Fitzgerald. 

FLETCHER FOSTER, 53 
PRESIDENT/CEO, ICONIC ENTERTAINMENT 

*  KELSEA'S CORNER MAN 

Foster has stood by the side of client 
Kelsea Ballerini — 2.3 million digital 

songs sold and counting — for what 
has been a whirlwind, career-boosting 

year: co-hosting the ABC series 

Greatest Hits, becoming the first 
female country artist since Wynonna 

Judd to have her first three singles top 

the Country Airplay chart and receiving 
a best new artist Grammy nod. "It 

added credibility," says Foster of the 
nomination. He's now gearing up for 

the fall release of Ballerini's sophomore 
album while also managing Levi 
Hummon and Joel Crouse. 

FAVORITE ARTIST OF ANY GENRE Tm a 

huge Annie Lennox/Eurythmics fan." 

CLINT 1111211491, 45 

PRESIDENT/PARTNER, MORRIS HIGHAM 

MANAGEMENT 

*  KENNY CHESNEY'S 'FIRE' BRIGADE 

Marquee client Kenny Chesney was 
2016's ninth-highest-grossing live act 

in North America, with $69.9 million 

in ticket sales. He also kept H ig ham 
busy with "Setting the World on Fire," 

his Grammy-nominated duet with 

Pink, which hit No. 29 on the Billboard 
Hot 100. "It brought him some new 

fans," says Higham, who also notes 

the growth of client Old Dominion: 
The group scored its second No. 1 on 

the Country Airplay chart, "Song for 
Another Time," in late 2016, and has 

advanced to selling out theaters. 
ACT HE'D LIKE TO SEE GO COUNTRY 

"Ed Sheeran. It% all about songwriting 
and authenticity. He could do it well." 

TK KIMBRELL, 61 

FOUNDER/PRESIDENT, TKO ARTIST 

MANAGEMENT 

* MADE THE BEST OF A SAD ADIOS 

Kimbrell has represented far bigger 
artists, particularly longtime client 

Toby Keith, but he hasn't been as 

emotional about an album release as 
he was when Glen Campbells final 

album, Adios, debuted at No. 40 on 
the Billboard 200 in July. The country 

legend recorded the song a year after 
announcing his Alzheimer's disease 

diagnosis, singing and strumming 
from muscle memory. "He honestly 

didn't know where he was a lot of the 

time," says Kimbrell. "But music had 
not left him." 

MARION KRAFT, 52 
CEO, SHOPKEEPER MANAGEMENT 

*HELPED MIRANDA'S WINGS SOAR 

Kraft says she took pride in working 
with Miranda Lambert to release "a 

double album in a world of singles." 

She's justified. The Weight of These 

Wings debuted at No. 1 on Top 

Country Albums in December, then 

topped the chart again in April 
after winning album of the year at 
the ACM Awards and was certified 

platinum by the RIAA in July. Kraft, 

who assists in guiding Lamberts 

nonprofit MuttNation Foundation, 

also serves on the CMA board. 
FAVORITE ARTIST OF ANY GENRE 

"ABBA! I grew up in Germany, and 
when I was a teenager, ABBA fever 
was in full bloom. They're the best 

songs to sing along to and feel good." 

KEN LEVITAN, 60 
FOUNDER/CO-PRESIDENT, VECTOR 

MANAGEMENT 

*RUNNING WITH KINGS 

Seventeen years after Levitan brought 

Kings of Leon to Music Row, the 
act achieved a number of firsts with 
seventh LP Walls. The 2016 set marked 

the first time the members wrote a title 
track, the first time they collaborated 

on a social media rollout and, thanks 
to Levitan's guidance, the first time 

they topped the Billboard 200, 

earning 77,000 album equivalent 

units in the first week of release. The 
best perk of his successes with Kings 

of Leon, Emmylou Harris, Prophets 

of Rage and Trisha Yearwood? "The 
travel," says the Renaissance manager. 
-There's Florence [Italy], Paris and 

London, where Kings of Leon sold out 
Hyde Park." 
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WEE UV HMS CRIME 
The Bluebird Cafe, the tiny venue that has become a sacred space for songwriters, a launchpad 

for Nashville legends (Garth! Faith!) and a go-to for Hollywood directors seeking Music City 
authenticity, just turned 35. In honor of its anniversary, the singers who've braved the "audition" — and 

the industry machers who discovered them — pay tribute to the club where stars are still born 

BY HICKEY RAPKIN ILLUSTRATION BY PATRICK HORGAN 

HE BLUEBIRD CAFE ISN'T MUCH TO LOOK AT. IT'S IN A NASHVILLE STRIP MALL, 

next to Le Bon Ton Hair Salon. The joint seats fewer than loo people, and there are 
just two small bathrooms — directly in the path of the waiters leaving the kitchen. 

But the club's humble footprint belies a storied history: This is where Garth 
Brooks and Taylor Swift scored record deals, where an unknown Dierks Bentley and 
Keith Urban once played open-mic nights, and where, on any given evening, Bonnie 
Raitt or Vince Gill might just drop by unannounced. Since Amy Kurland opened the 
Bluebird in June 1982, it has become a haven for songwriters, a listening room (most 
shows are played in the round) where patrons are encouraged to shush anyone talking 
during a performance — and where A&R executives just might find the next big thing. 
Today, the Bluebird's crowds spill out the door (thanks in part to a little show called 

Nashville). For the club's 35th anniversary, many of the best-known performers, 
actors and executives who have passed through its doors spoke to Billboard, recalling 
big-money deals, nerve-wracking auditions for slots on the coveted Sunday Writers' 
Nights and — yes — the moment that Swift's career took off: 
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TEE PILGRIMAGE 
KELSEA BALLERINI On my first trip to 
Nashville with my mom, we waited in line 
to see if we could get in. Jake Owen was a 
surprise guest. I remember thinking, "This 
is the coolest place ever. I want to play here." 
MA REN MORRIS It's a rite of passage. 
TAY LO R SWIFT For any singer-songwriter 
in Nashville, the Bluebird Cafe is the heart 
of Music City. Hove driving past, because 
that's where I played the acoustic show that 
ended up getting me a record deal. 
LEANN RIMES I moved to Nashville when 
I was 22, and I lived right down the street. 
I would run down there in my sweats. 
One night, we maybe had a few drinks. I 
started to sing "I Need You" with Dennis 
[Matkosky] and Darrell [Brown]. It's almost 
like sitting on the bus after a show, when 
we're all just playing music and chilling out. 
MELISSA ETHERIDGE When my first album 
came out in 1988, I went to Nashville, and 
I played the Bluebird. They had all these 
pictures of everyone who'd played there 
up on the wall. I had these crazy 8-by-lo 
glossies. It looked like I'm "Employee of 
the Month." It's hanging on the wall now. 
BALLERINI You can hear a pin drop 
when people are singing. 
JOHN OAT ES (Hall & Oates) Some 
people have called it a church. 
CONNIE BRITT° P4 (actress, Nashville) 
I have felt the fear of, like, "I can't 
make a sound." 
AMY KURLAND (original owner) People 
think that I started this thing, telling 
people to shush, but it was the audience. 
Nobody is more than a few rows away 
from the music. The songwriters put their 
drinks on the customers' tables. 
LOUDON WAINWRIGHT III I've played 
at the Bluebird only once. I recall having 
a heated discussion with Amy about why 
I felt the venue should have a dressing 
room. We agreed to disagree. 
DIERKS BENTLEY Sometimes a guy gets 
onstage that doesn't look like a star, and 
your friends are like, "Why's he singing 
that Luke Bryan song?" And you're like, 
"He wrote that song." I wanted to play the 
Bluebird before I turned 23, and I waited 
until the very last Sunday before I finally 
got the nerve up. 

KURLAND Garth Brooks had the highest 
[audition] score I ever gave to anybody. 
He was singing a song about how well he'd 
treat this woman if she would be his. I got 
onstage and asked him to marry me. 
KATHY MATTEA Someone would play a 
song, and I'd do everything but French 
kiss them to get it for my next record. 
MORRIS Before I moved to Nashville, I 
saw this YouTube video of Natalie Hemby 
at the Bluebird, doing this song she wrote 
for Lee Ann Womack called "The Bees." I 
remember being like, "I have to write with 
Natalie Hemby." [Morris did, on Hero.] 
KURLAND PerfonningSongwriter was putting 
on a show with a bunch of songwriters 
including Mike Reid. I don't know why, but 
Bonnie Raitt was in the audience. [Reid] 
played "I Can't Make You Love Me," and 
she sang. It was one of the most miraculous 
musical moments I ever saw. 

MAKING DEALS — 
AND MOVIES 

ERIKA WOLLAM NICHOLS (current 
president/COO cf the Bluebird Cafe 
through Nashville Songwriters Association 
International; former Bluebird waitress) 
When I was bartending there in the early 
'9os — the heyday of country music — 
A8zR people came all the time. 
KURLAND Trisha Yearwood did a 
showcase. Faith Hill was singing with Gary 
Burr's band and got noticed here. There was 
a 11988] showcase put on by the Nashville 
Entertainment Association. A songwriter 
named Ralph Murphy was sick that night, 
so they subbed Garth [Brooks] in. 
BOB DOYLE (Brooks' manager) Lynn [Shults, 
the late Capitol A8zR executive] had passed 
in our meeting with [Brooks] in his office. 
It was after he saw Garth in front of an 

audience that he reconsidered his decision. 
KURLAND Lynn grabbed Garth and 
said, "We made a mistake. Come back 
to the kitchen and talk to me." 
SCOTT BORCHETTA (presidem/CE0/ 
founder, Big Machine Label Group)I met 
Taylor [Swift] for the first time on Nov. 2, 
2004. Then I went to see her at the 
Bluebird on Nov. 4. I was just blown away 
by her songs. And she could hang, you 
know? She had no problem hanging with 
these seasoned songwriters. She's so com-
petitive, and in that moment, she wasn't 
going to let anybody upstage her. 

"GARTH BROOKS HAD THE HIGHEST AUDITION 
SCORE I EVER GAVE. I GOT ONSTAGE AND 
ASKED HIM TO MARRY ME." -KURLAND 

1 Ballerini surprised 
young songwriter Wall 
in June 2016.2 Willie 
Nelson (left) and Kris 
Kristofferson took 
the stage together in 
January 2013. 3 Singer-
songwriterJohn Prine 
(left) and Bono at the 
Bluebird around the time 
U 2's The Joshua Tree was 
released.4 From left: 
Outlaw country star Billy 
Joe Shaver, songwriter-
producer Gary Nicholson 
and singer-songwriters 
Townes Van Zandt and 
Guy Clark in 1994. 

NICHOLS Music Row was papered with 
information about Taylor. 
BORCHETTA I was at Universal then, 
but I had decided I was leaving. I said, 
"The only promise I can make you tonight 
is, when I start my label, you have a deal 
with me." She called me 10 days later 
and said, "I'm waiting for you." 
NICHOLS I heard Maren Morris sing "I 
Wish I Was." We saw Bailey Bryan on an 
open mic maybe a year-and-a-half ago. 
Then, you know, boom. 
PETER BOGDANOVICH (director, The 
Thing Called Love, about an aspiring 
singer-songwriter) I disliked Robert Altman's 
Nashville. It was sort of snide — an Easterner 
looking at these singers. [When it came to 
shooting at the Bluebird], the studio said, 
"Don't you want to use [a more] glamorous 
place?" I said, "No, that's the point." 
MORRIS I remember being obsessed with 
[The Thing Called Love] as a kid; my mom 
loved [star] River Phoenix. I wanted to be a 
songwriter, but I didn't know it was this job. 

AFTER hASHV1LLE, 
A NEW ERA 

CALLIE KHOURI (creator, Nashville) I wasn't 
interested in doing a Hee Haw version of 
Nashville. I thought if we were going to 
establish a show that was really authentic, 
we shouldn't fake it. Believe me, it would 
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have been much easier —you can't talk at 
the Bluebird. It's not like Cheers. 
BRITTON I was in the audience at a benefit 
at the Bluebird. Sheryl Crow was there. 
We'd talked about doing "Strong Enough" 
together. We'd rehearsed it. The whole time 
I was sitting there, I was like, "Am I going 
to get up and do this?" At the nth hour, I 
chickened out. I'll always regret it. 
NICHOLS People come to the Bluebird 
now because it's a celebrity. And it isn't 
like any club in the world. 
MATTEA As we've watched our city get 
gentrified, the fact that this place has 
been not just preserved but revered and 
honored makes me proud of my town. 
RITA WILSON (actress, singer) I was 
writing in Nashville, and some people I 
was writing with put in a good word for 
me. You know what has come before you 
in a place like the Bluebird. 

Britton (center, as 
singer Rayna Jaymes) 
performed at the 
Bluebird with Lennon 
(left) and Maisy Stella 
(right) on season three 
of Nashville in 2014. 

"IT'S ALMOST LIKE SITTING ON THE BUS 
AFTER A SHOW, WHERE WE'RE ALL JUST 
PLAYING MUSIC AND CHILLING HT." -RIMES 
NICHOLS Tom Hanks [Wilson's husband] 
came. We brought him in the back door. 
I have never seen the room like that; I 
had to walk around saying, "Put down 
the phone." 
BALLERINI A guy named Landon Wall 
wrote a response to my song "Peter 
Pan" called "Lost Boy." I found out he 
was playing the open-mic night at the 
Bluebird, so I was like, "I'm going to go 
surprise him." I love that the Bluebird is 
the kind of place where you can do that. 
MORRIS It's a place you come home to. 
The importance put on the craft of a song 
— that's the root and the heartbeat of 
Nashville. It's our little jewel. 

MATT MAHER, 47 

PARTNER/HEAD OF NASHVILLE OFFICE, ROAR 

*  RUNNING ZAC BROWN INC. 

"People often ask us who does what," 
says Maher, "but Zac Brown Band is 
a massive enterprise, and we share 
the roles." For Maher and fellow 
ROAR partners Bernie Cahill, Will 
Ward and Greg Suess, this includes 
the rollout of the group's No. 1 on 
Top Country Albums, Welcome Home 
(288,000 equivalent album units); 
$31.9 million in concert box-office 
grosses; a top-selling new wine, 
Z. Alexander Brown; and ongoing 
construction/fundraising for Browns 
nonprofit Camp Southern Ground. 

JASON OWEN, 41 

PRESIDENT/CEO, SANDBOX ENTERTAINMENT; 

CO-PRESIDENT, MONUMENT RECORDS 

*ONE OF SONY'S MONUMENT MEN 

Owen (along with partner Shane 
McAnally) added "label head" to his 
résumé with the revival of Sony Music's 
Monument Records imprint in January. 
Sandbox client Faith Hill and husband 
Tim McGraw also signed to Sony 
Music Entertainment labels and, in 
April, returned to the road to reprise 

their successful 2006 Sou12Sou1 World 
Tour. Little Big Town launched Ryman 
Auditoriums first residency, and, in 
2018, Kacey Musgraves will open for 
Harry Styles on his arena tour. 
YOU CAN'T SLEEP —  WHAT APPS DO 

YOU CHECK? "Zillow and Architectural 
Digest. I'm a house whore." 

JOHN PEETS, 50 

FOUNDER, Q PRIME SOUTH 

*FOSTERS CHURCH WORSHIP 

Peets counsels his artists — which 
include Eric Church, Brothers Osborne 
and The Black Keys — to "carve out a 
piece of land that's uniquely their own." 
Church, for instance, "is not going to be 
on social media telling you what he had 
for dinner." Instead, he "superserves 
his fans," says Peets, and in 2016 
gave away his Mr. Misunderstood LP 
to fan club members. The approach 
paid dividends: His 2017 Holdin' 
My Own Tour sold out 61 dates 
and set attendance records. Peets, 
who lives in Brentwood, also cites 
Brothers Osborne's "slow and steady" 
breakthrough, which included Country 
Music Association and Academy of 
Country Music vocal duo of the year 
wins in 2016 and 2017, respectively. 

WHY I LOVE NASHVILLE NOW 

RANDY TRAVIS ON THE TIGHT-KNIT MUSIC COMMUNITY 

"I am still without proper words of gratitude for the many artists and fans who 
showed up for my tribute at Bridgestone Arena in Februaty [where Travis was 
honored after recovering from a debilitating stroke in 2013]. It was a beautiful 
mix of artistty and camaraderie. It does this old guy's heart good to see so much 

kindness shown toward each other, and to me. God bless Nashville." 
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CARLA WALLACE Q KERRY O'NEIL 
NASLIVILLE 2017 COUNTRY POWEP PLAYERS 

DANIEL 
AGEE 

JESSIE JAMES 
DECKER 

KEELAN 
DONOVAN 

ELLEE 
DUKE 

JUSTIN 
FORREST 

CHRIS 
GELBUDA 

JOSH 
KEAR 

CLAIRE 
GUERRESO 

ALEXI VON 
GUGGENBERG 

"Carla and Kerry don't just work with creative people, 
they FUEL the creative spark in their writers, singers, 
and producers. They inspire you to push for something 
really special, beyond what you thought you were 
capable of" 

"Carla Wallace is smart, thinks outside the box, speaks 
her mind, and isn't afraid to take risks. She has been 
my biggest champion and is the epitome of a boss lady 
who gets it done!" 

"At Big Yellow Dog, I feel incredibly lucky to be able to 
work with & for the people who inspire me most." 

"Kerry O'Neil is smarter than Google and Mary 
Poppins combined...and Carla Wallace is unstoppable. 
They dream and do as if they're going to live forever 
and heck I think we all should live like that." 

"Carla has been a great source of guidance for me. 
She's helped push me to new heights as a writer and 
as an artist." 

"I always wanted to work with Big Yellow Dog. Carla & 
Kerry have the unique gift of spotting true potential in 
people. They certainly saw something in me, and their 
track record speaks for itself" 

"If ever there was an ideal publisher for fostering 
complete creative freedom, it's Big Yellow Dog. There's 
no better partner for a songwriter than Carla Wallace 
and Kerry O'Neil." 

"Big Yellow Dog is o place where writers can find their 
natural creative flow and inspiration with the help from the 
uniquely talented roster of writers it has and the support & 
passion of its staff and owners, Kerry and Carla." 

"Carla and Kerry have created a publishing company 
that is forward thinking with incredibly diverse talent. 
I'm honored to write for and have my music represented 
by such an amazing team." 

MEGHAN 
TRAINOR 

LEAH 
NOBEL 

LOGAN 
MIZE 

MAREN 
MORRIS 

ADAM 
SANDERS 

ABE 
STOKLASA 

DANIEL 
TASHIAN 

TENILLE 

CONNOR JAMES 
THUOTTE 

KATE 
YORK 

"Carla and Kerry are two young beautiful legends who 
have only just begun!!" 

"Kerry and Carla are really good at what they do, but 
they are also good people who care about their writers 
on a personal level. To me, that's invaluable." 

"One of the best things about BigYellow Dog is that you 
always know you'll be surrounded by the most unique 
and diversely talented group of folks in Nashville." 

"Carla & Kerry have really built a company from the 
roots up, caring for each & every one of their writers 
and artists as if they already were stars. I got a great 
foundation in the industry thanks in part to their 
cheering me on." 

"From the very first meeting I had with BYD, I knew 
I wanted to be here. The family atmosphere and 
camaraderie were unmistakable and still remain true 
to this day, 6 years later" 

"Kerry and Carla, congratulations and thanks for 
always being the coo/ parents to us grown kids. For 
letting us fly safely. And for the allowance." 

"Carla & Kerry are mavericks- outliers on a sea of trend 
followers. By seeking out and backing the unusual, in 
a business of slow-moving passenger ships, they are 
nimble racing yachts." 

"Carla and Kerry are a powerhouse team and are two 
of the kindest, hardest working, passion driven people 
I know. So thankful to navigate this music world with 
their wisdom and support." 

"I couldn't ask for a better place for my songs to call 
home. Great people with great ears for good music." 

"Kerry and Carla have curated a unique environment for 
each writer.giving us the freedom we need to create and 
providing endless opportunities. I feel privileged everyday 
to be among the roster of talent at Big Yellow Dog." 

31G YELLOW Dep. 
BIGYELLOWDOGMUSIC COM 
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CLARENCE SPALDING, 60 

PARTNER, MAVERICK 

*THE SHOWS GO ON 

Spalding is half-kidding when he 

says, "I have the tightest grip in 
Nashville — I grab hold of something 

that's successful and hang on." 
His roster includes two-time hard-
touring Academy of Country Music 

Entertainer of the Year winner Jason 
Aldean, who, Billboard estimates, 
took home $14.3 million in 2016, and 

his clients Brooks & Dunn and Reba 

McEntire extended their residency at 

Caesars Palace in Las Vegas — which 

has drawn over 130,000 fans — a 
third time, through the end of 2017. 

New clients include Seth Alley and 

Rachel Wammack. 
BEST OF NASHVILLE "Bridgestone 

Arena. It is getting a record number 

of shows from artists who would 
historically bypass the city." 

STEVE BUCHANAN, 50 

PRESIDENT, OPRY ENTERTAINMENT 

SALLY WILLIAMS, 45 

SENIOR VP PROGRAMMING AND ARTIST 

RELATIONS, OPRY ENTERTAINMENT; GM, 

GRAND OLE OPRY 

*BUILDING A GRAND NEW OPRY 

Williams replaced Pete Fisher when 

he left to helm the Academy of 
Country Music, adding a programming 

and artist relations division (which she 
spearheads) in March. The Ryman is 

flourishing with the help of Little Big 

Town's residency, and a partnership 
with Blake Shelton will open two 

clubs, Ole Red Nashville and, in the 

country star's Oklahoma hometown, 
Ole Red Tishomingo. Williams credits 

Buchanan, who received the CMA's 

Irving Waugh Award in 2016 — with 
keeping attendance and prestige 

high. "He epitomizes one of my 

favorite things about Nashville," she 
says. "The philosophy that rising tides 

raise all boats." 

DAVID KELLS, 41 

SENIOR VP BOOKING, BRIDGESTONE ARENA/ 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

*AT HOME WITH THE PREDATORS 

Thanks in large part to Kells booking 

(and an assist from NHL Stanley 
Cup finalists The Predators), the 
Bridgestone has become a hot 

destination in a town where, he says, 
industry players and talent "all see each 

141110 DESIGNS 
NASHVIIIE NOW 

PENCIL & PAPER CO. 
A married duo mixes histoty with modern decor for 

cool interiors that reflect the South today 

Anyone who lives in Nashville 

will tell you the city has been 

undergoing a real estate boom 

during the past few years. The 

empty lots and abandoned 

warehouses that once dotted 

downtown's southwestern 

fringe known as The Gulch,for 

example, have been replaced 

with chic cafes, shops and 

lofts. The same can be said 

for Germantown, where Gen 

and Benjamin Sohr have 

captured the synergy of old 

and new Nashville in the home 

and commercial spaces they 

reimagine for Pencil & Paper 

Co.,the boutiquedesign 

agency the couple launched 

in 2012. 

""There is nothing more 

fulfilling than taking old 

architecture and shaking 

it up with colorful, graphic 

wallpaper. The juxtaposition 

of those things is what 

Nashville is now," says 

Gen, whose penchant for 

mixing bold patterns, bright 

colors and both abstract 

and traditional art is well-

documented on an lnstagram 

account with over 90,000 

followers. Among the Sohrs' 

more recent coups is the 

brick-and-mortar store Reese 

other at the grocery store." Eric Church 
broke the single-night Bridgestone 

attendance record twice at consecutive 
shows in late May (18,996 and 19,020 
fans, respectively), and the Country 

Music Association chose the arena to 

host its 50th-annual awards ceremony. 
TIME-TRAVEL MUSIC FANTASY "Jason & 

The Scorchers shutting down West 

End for a free concert in 1985." 

LOUIS MESSINA, 70 

CEO, MESSINA TOURING GROUP 

ALI HARNELL, 49 

SENIOR VP, AEG PRESENTS 

* EXPANDING COUNTRY'S BORDERS 

"I'm proud of how we've created a way 

for George [Strait] to continue playing 

for his fans without having to be on a 
tour bus relentlessly," says Messina of 

Strait's 10 sold-out gigs (and counting) 

at Las Vegas T-Mobile Arena. Tim 
McGraw and Faith Hill grossed 

Witherspoon had them design 

for her Southern-inspired 

lifestyle brand, Draper James. 

The experience of the shop 

is really about her wanting to 

present the idea of Where I 

grew up is amazing. Southern 

hospitality is real,'" says Gen. 

But more than anything, 

the duo says the music that 

is so central to Nashville has 

become an innate part of 

its work. Our backgrounds 

$30 million from the first 30 dates of 
their Messina-managed Sou12Sou1 

Tour, and Eric Church has played 

to over 900,000 fans on his Holdin' 
My Own Tour. Harnell, meanwhile, 

has focused on expanding country 

music's appeal in Europe with the 
C2C Country to Country festival, 
which completed its fifth year at 

London's 02 Arena in March. "We've 
developed a footprint for American 

country artists to go international." 
NONINDUSTRY LEADER SHE ADMIRES 

Harnell "Sara Blakely, founder of 

Spanx. She built an extraordinary 
company based off the simplest idea." 

BRIAN O'CONNELL, 52 

PRESIDENT, COUNTRY MUSIC; LIVE NATION 

BRIAN TRAEGER, 35 

PRESIDENT, TENNESSEE; LIVE NATION 

*COUNTRY'S LIVE-SHOW LEADER 

-There aren't a lot of acts on the planet 

A.lb• .e • 

- 'ql 

Clockwise from top: home interior by 
Pencil & Paper Co.; Gen and Benjamin Sohr; 
a Sohr-designed dinnerfor whiskey brand 
George Dickell at White's Mercantile, which 
is owned by Holly Williams. 

are in retail development, so 

everything we do is about 

the full customer experience, 

and music is such a big part 

of that," says Gen, who grew 

up in Miami. When they were 

approached to reconceive 

the Tullahoma, Tenn.-based 

whiskey distillery George 

Dickell, "we decided the 

differentiator for them is that 

they need to be about Nashville 

— and that means music," says 

Benjamin, a Nashville native 

and music enthusiast who 

attends Bonnaroo every year. 

So in addition to architecture 

and brand development — 

the way things look — we're 

putting together all of these 

events that tap into what 

Nashville sounds like. -B.M. 

that can sell 10,000 tickets across 
the board. In country, we have built 
a loyal enough fan base that'll go to 

multiple shows," says O'Connell, or 

"BOC," as he's known in the business. 

Live Nation's country division regularly 

works with the genre's top road 
warriors, including Luke Bryan, the 

No. 1 live country act of 2016 who took 

home $23.3 million from 1.1 million 
tickets sold. Jason Aldean and Florida 

Georgia Line earned $11.7 million 
and $10.5 million, respectively, in 
2016 and remain, with Dierks Bentley 

and Miranda Lambert, major draws. 

Traeger, for his part, has helped 
Nashville shed its second-market 

status by bringing Chris Stapleton, 

Guns N' Roses and Beyoncé to town. 
YOU CAN'T SLEEP — WHAT DO YOU 

CHECK ONLINE? O'Connell "Chicago 

Cubs, Blackhawks and Notre Dame 
sites." 
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AGENCIES 

ROB BECKHAM, 51 

CO-HEAD, NASHVILLE DIVISION; WILLIAM 

MORRIS ENDEAVOR 

GREG OSWALD* 

CO-HEAD, NASHVILLE DIVISION; WME 

*SPARKING GLOBAL GROWTH 

Beckham and Oswald have spent 

2017 focusing on continued 

international expansion, booking 
350 country shows outside of 

the United States. From WME's 
new offices in The Gulch, the duo 
also launched a Nashville-centric 

branding team and digital initiative 

and expanded its artist-development 
program. "Since launching, 22 of 

our developing artists have gotten 

record deals," says Beckham. Among 
them: Travis Denning, Adam Craig, 

Ben Gallaher and Morgan Wallen. In 

the spring, WME curated the two-

day Bash at the Beach in Las Vegas 
to benefit the ACM's philanthropic 

arm, Lifting Lives. "We gave them 
a check for $100,000. It was one 

of the proudest moments of my 
career," says Beckham of the event, 
which included performances by 

Florida Georgia Line and new signee 
Jake Owen. 

ACT HE'D LIKE TO SEE GO COUNTRY 

Oswald "Eagles, especially since 

Vince Gill is an Eagle now." 

SCOTT CLAYTON, 52 

CO-HEAD, CREATIVE ARTISTS AGENCY 

NASHVILLE 

MARC DENNIS, 47 

CO-HEAD, CAA NASHVILLE 

ROD ESSIG, 68 

CO-HEAD, CAA NASHVILLE 

JOHN HUIE, 61 
CO-HEAD, CAA NASHVILLE 

DARIN MURPHY, 51 

CO-HEAD, CAA NASHVILLE 

*COUNTRY'S BOOKING BEHEMOTH 

CAA's Nashville quintet has booked 

many of the most successful country 
tours of the year, including Tim 

McGraw and Faith Hills 65-city 

Sou12Sou1 World Tour; Keith Urban's 
Ripcord Tour, which has played 

over 70 shows in four countries; 

and the Zac Brown Band, which 
grossed $31.9 million in 2016 and 

became the first act to sell out seven 

consecutive concerts at Boston's 
Fenway Park over three years. The 

Dixie Chicks wrapped their first tour 

in a decade, MMXVII, after selling 
over 1 million tickets and grossing 

"CORPORATE EVENTS ARE OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR ARTISTS TO WIN OVER NEW FANS, EVEN 
IF IT'S AT A PHARMACEUTICAL CONFERENCE." 
-GREG JANESE, UTA 

$50 million-plus across more than 80 

dates. And that's just a small cross-

section of CAA's Nashville roster, 
which includes recent breakout artists 

Maren Morris, Sam Hunt and Kacey 

Musgraves, and newly signed acts 
Brett Eldredge and The Band Perry. 

GREG JAN ESE, 58 
NASHVILLE MUSIC LEADERSHIP TEAM, 

UNITED TALENT AGENCY 

CURT MOTLEY, 52 
NASHVILLE MUSIC LEADERSHIP TEAM, UTA 

*SCOUTING NEW REVENUE STREAMS 

In May, Motley helped client Toby 

Keith secure the first Western concert 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, coinciding 

with President Donald Trump's visit 

there and the relaxation of a strict law 
that forbid the public performance of 

music in the Saudi capital. "If you're 
ever going to affect change, you can't 

sit on the sidelines," says Motley of 
the show, which was organized by 

Middle East Broadcasting Center and 
had Keith performing for an all-male 

audience. Motley and Janese are 
relatively new to UTA, with Motley 
making the jump from Paradigm in 

March 2016 and Janese following 
a year later. Since arriving, Janese 

has helped develop UTA's corporate 
bookings and special events team, a 
growing revenue stream for artists. 

"An artist can play a corporate event 
in a major market and still return 

and play that market [for the paying 

public]," says Janese. 
FAVORITE ARTIST OF ANY GENRE 

Janese "Jimmy Buffett. He turned his 
creative talent into a lifestyle brand. He 

was able to create an empire without 
sacrificing who he is as an artist." 

STEVE LASSITER, 59 

PARTNER/SENIOR VP/HEAD OF CONCERTS, 

APA NASHVtLLE 

*CLASSIC COUNTRY'S GO-TO AGENCY 

It's a sign of country's exportability 

that the head of APA's international 

music division just relocated to 
Nashville, where the agency recently 

doubled its footprint in a new, 

15,000-square-foot penthouse office. 

"About 60 percent of our roster 
is classic country," says Lassiter, 
including Dolly Parton, Crystal Gayle 

and Travis Tritt. Other clients include 

surprises like Brian Wilson and 
Jett Bridges. Lassiter adds that his 

division has been up every year for 20 

years, "some years only by 3 percent, 

but others as much as 20." 
ACT HE'D LIKE TO SEE GO COUNTRY 

"None. Let them stay in their own lane." 

JONATHAN LEVINE, 55 
HEAD, NASHVILLE DIVISION; PARADIGM 

TALENT AGENCY 

JOE ATAMIAN, 33 
AGENT, NASHVILLE DIVISION; PARADIGM 

TALENT AGENCY 

*ALT-EXPOSURE EXPERTS 

"There's a commercial country 

industry in Nashville that is 
unbelievable," says Levine, "but 

there is also a parallel universe that 
provides opportunities for all kinds 

of music to come out of Music City." 
He points to the success of not easily 

categorized Paradigm acts Blackfoot 

Gypsies, Anderson East and Brent 
Cobb, as well as the breakout success 
of Margo Price, who appeared on 

Anthony Bourdain's Parts Unknown 
and sui generis Sturgill Simpson, 

who's represented by Atamian. 
"Sturgill won the 2017 Grammy 

for best country album without any 

radio play," says Levine. "There's an 
opportunity now for bands to do 
things their own way without trying 

to mold into a format that relies on 
radio, synchs and licensing deals. 

Were in an era where authenticity is 

celebrated and rewarded." 
SONG STUCK IN HIS HEAD Levine " 'Its 

All Going to Pot by Willie Nelson." 

MK  MEDIA 

CHARLIE COOK, 1111 
VP COUNTRY FORMAT, CUMULUS MEDIA; 

OPERATIONS MANAGER, CUMULUS NASHVILLE; 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR, WSM-FM NASHVILLE 

JOHN SHONBY, 
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMMING, NASH 

NETWORK; PROGRAM DIRECTOR, WKDF 

NASHVILLE 

*HELPED STEER A TURNAROUND 

After a rocky 2015 during which 

Cumulus' two most senior executives, 
brothers Lewis and John Dickey, 

stepped down, Shomby points to 
signs of a turnaround at the country 

radio behemoth. NASH's Ty, Kelly 
& Chuck morning show is up nearly 

one point in key demographic ratings 
from 2016 to 2017, and the numbers 
for The Blair Garner Show are up an 

estimated 10 to 15 percent during 
the same period. For Shomby, a 

recent transplant who moved to 
Nashville's Franklin neighborhood 

18 months ago, the massive surge 

in label output is the biggest hurdle 

facing the country format. During 
one recent week, he says, "67 songs 

had at least one add on the BDS 
chart," the Nielsen service that tracks 
radio airplay. "When listeners are just 

catching on to a song, a new one by 
that artist is being released." 

ROBERT DEATON• 

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER, COUNTRY MUSIC 

ASSOCIATION AWARDS 

*  PUT BEYONCÉ AT BAT AGAINST GAME 7 

The CMA producer aced one of the 

biggest challenges of his career when 

he produced the 50th-anniversary 

broadcast of the CMA Awards. 
Deaton put together a show that 

opened with a massive medley of 

country hits performed by artists 
from each of the last five decades, 
including Charley Pride, Randy Travis 

and Reba McEntire. "My biggest 
worry was leaving somebody out," 

says Deaton, who followed that 

spectacle with another: a genre-
bending appearance by Beyoncé 

backed by the Dixie Chicks that 

nearly broke the Internet and helped 
the telecast retain 93 percent of 
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From left: Kelley, 
Schumann and Hubbard 
photographed by 
Wesley Mann on July 7 at 
Fenway Park in Boston. 

THE 
INFLUENCER 
SiriusXM's country programmer continues 
The Highway's tradition of breaking new acts, 
as it did with Florida Georgia Line in 2015 

J.R. SCHUMANN, 35 
SENIOR DIRECTOR OF COUNTRY PROGRAMMING, SIRIUSXM 

The executive in charge of SiriusXM's country programming says 
he's proudest of the artists the satellite broadcaster's top country 
channel, The Highway, has spotlighted early in their careers — many 
who have broken through to a larger audience. (SiriusXM reaches 
31.6 million subscribers but doesn't break out listenership by genre.) 
During the past year, Schumann has watched two female artists 
who were designated "Highway Finds" catch fire: Carly Pearce, 
whose "Every Little Thing" is No.18 on the Aug. Country Airplay 
chart and has sold 138,000 downloads, and Ashley McBryde, whose 
single from her self-released EPJalcpies and Expensive Guitars, 
"A Little Dive Bar in Dahlonega," got early love from Schumann and 
helped the Arkansas native score her Grand Ole Opry debut in June. 

FOL ON J.R. Prior to Schumann's arrival at SiriusXM in early 2016, 
The Highway played a significant role in breaking Florida Georgia 
Line, and member Tyler Hubbard praises the programmer's 
continuation of the tradition of "giving new artists a chance for their 
music to be heard." Adds his partner Brian Kelley: "Passion is a huge 
thing. He came all the way to Boston to celebrate our first stadium 
headline show at Fenway. That support is one of a kind." 

DON'T TELL HIM BALLADS MAKE BAD RADIO If you talk to terrestrial 
radio programmers today, they'll say, "I need tempo." But "that's 
a myth," says Schumann. "Pick the greatest songs by the greatest 
artists of our time, and either their No.1 or No. 2 song is going to 
be a ballad." 

THERE'S A LOT OF MUSIC OUT THERE Schumann says he receives 
close to 100 tracks a week, about half of them from indie and 
unsigned acts. To sift through all that music, he creates playlists 
that he listens to throughout the workday. When something grabs 
his attention, he replays it. He also has discovered a gem or two 
at local showcases. "I saw local songwriter Phil Barton perform 
a song he had co-written called 'Skin 82 Bones.' When I told him 
how much I loved it, he told me that Eli Young Band was recording 
it," says Schumann, who lives in the Franklin area of Nashville. 
Schumann tracked down the song "and we ended up playing it as 
the first single leading up to the album launch." 

HE'S EXCITED ABOUT THE FUTURE Upcoming songs from Brett 
Eldredge, Old Dominion and Kelsea Ballerini are all "amazing," 
says Schumann. 
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POWER PlAYERS 
its 2015 audience, despite going 

up against game seven of the 

World Series, a historic face-off 
between the Chicago Cubs and the 

Cleveland Indians. 
TIME-TRAVEL MUSIC FANTASY "The 

Beatles on the rooftop of Abbey Road 

Studios in 1969." 

PHIL GUERIN', 53 

VP MUSIC STRATEGY, DISNEY CHANNELS 

WORLDWIDE; GM, RADIO DISNEY NETWORK 

*COMMITTED DISNEY TO COUNTRY 

In addition to having a huge influence 

on young audiences, Radio Disney 
reaches 63 million listeners a month, 
and in 2017, Guerini upped the 

network's commitment to the nearly 
2-year-old Radio Disney Country. 

Distribution of the online format 

was expanded to iHeartRadio and, in 
June, the House of Mouse changed 

the call letters of its Los Angeles 

Radio Disney broadcast station from 
KDIS to KRDC, making it the first 

terrestrial station to carry the country 
format. That same month, a Radio 

Disney Country stage at CMA Fest 
in Nashville featured young artists, 

including Luke Combs and Hunter 

Hayes. Says Guerini: "It was really a 

tremendous validation of what were 

doing when you looked out across the 
crowd and saw our core audience." 
NONINDUSTRY LEADER HE ADMIRES 

"Reed Hastings and Mark Cuban." 

LESLIE FRAM• 

SENIOR VP MUSIC STRATEGY AND TALENT, CMT 

*TURNING THE TIDE ON TOMATOGATE 

Fram continues to bust musical 

boundaries at CMT, guiding the 

CMT Awards in June to over 3 million 

viewers through inventive pairings 

such as Lady Antebellum with 
Earth, Wind & Fire. She's also doing 

her part to correct what she says is 

the biggest issue facing the country 
music industry: "the lack of support 

for female artists." Her Next Women 

of Country initiative kicked off its 
third annual tour this spring with 

newcomers Maggie Rose and Post 

Monroe supporting Martina McBride. 
ACT SHE'D LIKE TO SEE GO COUNTRY 

'John Mayer. He is respected by 

and has collaborated with many of 
our artists." 

ROD PHILLIPS, 48 
SENIOR VP PROGRAMMING/COUNTRY BRAND 

MANAGER, IHEARTMEDIA 

BOBBY BONES, 37 
RADIO PERSONALITY, IHEARTMEDIA 

WHY I LOVE NASHVILLE NOW 

IVIAREN MORRIS ON NASHVILLE MAYOR MEGAN BARRY 
"She's Nashville's first female mayor, and she has been integral to countless 

equal-wage laws being passed, as well as being an advocate for better public 
education. I also love that she comes to all the concerts in town." 

*  KEEPING COUNTRY REAL 

"I don't have smart answers for why 

this stuff has worked," says Bones 
of the 5 million listeners he draws 

to his syndicated radio program, 

The Bobby Bones Show, on a weekly 
basis. But he allows that his honest 

approach to the music probably 

has something to do with it. "If I'm 
hanging out with record labels, I 

can't really have strong opinions 
on what is or isn't good," says the 
Arkansas native. He also has Phillips 

— who oversees more than 150 

U.S. stations and brought Bones to 
Nashville in 2012 — keeping things 

real. "He's someone I trust to really 
smack me down if I need it," says 

Bones, who will become the National 

Radio Hall of Famés youngest 

inductee in November. 
BIGGEST ISSUE FACING COUNTRY 

"The industry in general has to 

figure out how to fairly compensate 
songwriters," says Bones. 'l had 
Jessi Alexander on my podcast, 

and she said she has made more 
money singing background vocals on 

streams than she has actually writing 

the songs. And her songs have had 
millions of streams." 

TIM ROBERTS, 58 

VP COUNTRY PROGRAMMING, CBS RADIO; VP 

MUSIC PROGRAMMING, CBS RADIO DETROIT 

*THINKING GLOBAL, ACTING LOCAL 

Only six months on the job after 

replacing Jeff Kapugi as the architect 

of CBS Radio's country programming 

strategy, Roberts hints he'll be 
taking a market-specific approach 

to the other country stations that he 

manages. Noting that VVYCD, the 
Detroit country outlet he programs, 

rose from No. 10 to No. 2 with 

listeners ages 12 and older in the past 
year, the Motor City native says, "Our 

focus is on developing our individual 

stations, which collectively makes our 
format stronger." 

STREAMING 

SEVILLE DUNKERLEY, 42 
DIRECTOR OF ARTIST MARKETING AND 

INDUSTRY RELATIONS, PANDORA 

RACHEL WHITNEY, 35 
HEAD OF COUNTRY MUSIC PROGRAMMING, 

PANDORA 

*AMPING UP ARTISTS' FAN BASES 

A longtime Nashville journalist, 

Dunkerley knows better than most 

that music is an ever-changing 

model. "It's no longer the day where 
any major-label artist is expected 

to go gold or platinum. Labels have 

to look at their artists like they're a 
brand to make money in different 

ways." With that in mind, Dunkerley 
and Whitney work with artists using 
Pandora's free marketing platform, 

AMP, to grow their fan bases. "Every 

artist from any genre has the keys to 
market album and single downloads, 

tour tickets, T-shirts — whatever they 

want, as long as it's music-related," 
says Dunkerley. 

JOHN MARKS, 83 
GLOBAL HEAD OF COUNTRY, SPOTIFY 

*STREAMING'S COUNTRY 'HURRICANE' 

Marks already was a powerful 
tastemaker in Nashville at his former 

job running country for SiriusXM. But 

since joining Spotify nearly two years 
ago, he has been helping the format's 

artists reach a potentially bigger 

audience: over 50 million paying 

subscribers (compared to SiriusXM's 
31.6 million) and a Hot Country 

playlist that has nearly 4 million 
followers. After Marks playlisted Luke 

Combs "H urricane," it quickly racked 

up nearly 70 million streams, helping 

Combs land a record deal with Sony. 
ACT HE'D LIKE TO SEE GO COUNTRY 

'Justin Timberlake. Since he did 
'Drink You Away' at the CMA Awards, 

I playlisted the song. It went through 

the root in streams." 

KELLY RICH, 50 

SENIOR LABEL RELATIONS MANAGER, AMAZON 

EMILY COHEN, 33 

MUSIC CURATOR, AMAZON 

*GROWING WITH GARTH 

Amazon got Nashville's attention last 
October when it announced it had 

landed the exclusive rights to stream 

the entire catalog of country icon 

Garth Brooks on its new subscription 

service, Amazon Music Unlimited. 
But Brooks isn't the only one 

boosting Amazon's country presence: 
Cohen, a veteran of the streaming 

service Rdio, manages Amazon's 

nearly 300 country, Christian and 
Americana playlists, while former Big 
Machine Label Group sales executive 

Rich, who joined Amazon in February, 

runs its Nashville label relations. The 
percentage of country streams on 

the service is now twice the industry 

average, and, as of July 8, 24 of its 50 
top-streamed albums were country. 
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Below: Zeitgeist Gallery 
director York. Right: 

The interior of Zeitgeist, 
which is located in the 

art-centric Wedgewood-
Houston area of the city. 
• 

WHERE NASHVIIIE BUYS ART NOVII 

THE SOUTH'S CURATORS OF COOL 
Thanks to an emerging gallery scene and the cily's support of new artists, 

there's no need to shop New York or Los Angeles for the next hot thing 

W
hen entertainment figures in 
Nashville seek to add to their 

art collections, they've typically 
looked to cities like Atlanta, Los 

Angeles and New York. In recent 

years, though, a nascent art 

scene has bloomed here 
alongside other growing 

industries, leading artists 
from around the country 

to set up studios and new 
galleries in the city. 

Alex Lockwood, an 

abstract sculptor who also 
runs Nashville's Elephant 

Above: Artist-gallerist Martin (inset) recently showed 
the artwork of musician Zazu as part of a fundraiserfor 
the Those Darlins singer's cancertreatments. 

Gallery, moved from Brooklyn in 2011 with 

his now wife. He soon found himself getting 

the chance to take on projects that wouldn't 
have been possible in larger art markets."' 

got to do a show at a performing arts space, 
10,000 square feet," he says. 

"I had to make more work 
than I'd ever made. That 
kind of opportunity was a 

big deal for me and gave me 
confidence. It also got me 
working much harder than I 

had before." 

Because the visual-art 
market in Nashville has 

largely gone unnoticed, 
talent has been able to 

develop quietly, according 

to Lain York, the director 
at the popular Zeitgeist 
Gallery. "You didn't see 

[these artists] because they lived in the 

shadow of the country music industry," he 
says. "It allowed these hothouse flowers to 
develop." Artists like Mika Agari, Bridget 

Bailey and Zack Rafuls have begun to 

make names for themselves and benefited 
from a community that offers support 

and camaraderie. "If you do good work 

KEY STOPS ON THE SCENE 
Elephant Gallery 

Open since February, 

the space houses owner 

Lockwood's studio and those 

of other artists, including 

ceramist Jess Cheatham. 

1411 Buchanan St., 917-969-

9755, aiockwood.com 

Julia Martin 

The space is a home for 

new talent as well as events 

keyed to social issues like 

gun violence. 

444 Humphreys St., 

Suite A, 615-336-7773, 

juliamartingallerycom 

and are not an asshole, you will get help. 
People will lift you up and have your back. 

That's the beautiful thing about Nashville," 

says Julia Martin, an artist who also runs a 
gallery under he name in the Wedgewood-

Houston art district. That spirit was 

on display in June when Martin hosted 

Undefeated, a fundraiser to benefit Those 
Darlins singer Jessi Zazu, who has cancer 

and whose paintings were exhibited. 
Despite the community support and 

opportunities for local talent, blue-chip 

buyers will still often shop elsewhere. "If 
they're going to find a Nashville artist, it's 

going to be through a gallery in another city, 

which is unfortunate," says Lockwood. But 
that seems poised to change soon. 

"Now that there's so much development 
and so much is coming inside, people are 
starting to look around at what has been 

developing here for a long time. There's more 

of a local market," says York, who has no 
doubt that the emerging talents in Nashville 

are just as compelling as their big -city peers. 
-They're new, they're exciting — just as 

exciting as the young, pretty, dangerous folks 

coming out of Yale." —ADRIENNE GAFFNEY 

Right: Sculptor Lockwood, 
who moved from Brooklyn 

to Nashville, opened his 
studio space-cum-gallery, 

Elephant (below), in February. 

ALA«, 
P 

- 

Zeitgeist Gallery 

Run by York, the unofficial 

"Mayor of Art Town," the 

gallery has been around 

since 1994, with a focus on 

local creators. 

516 Hagan St. #100, 615-

256-4805, zeitgeist-art.com 

David Lusk Gallery 

After thriving in Memphis for 

two decades, the gallery opened 

in Nashville this year and reps 

artists collected by musicians 

such as Ronnie Dunn. 

516 Hagan St., 615-780-9990, 

davidluskgallerycom 
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KEN TUCKER, 54 

MUSIC PROGRAMMING, COUNTRY; APPLE 

SALLY SEITZ, 49 
ARTIST AND LABEL RELATIONS, COUNTRY; 

APPLE 

*SPOTLIGHTING THE UNSIGNED 

Overseeing country programming 
for Apple Music, which has over 
27 million subscribers, Tucker 
has helped a number of unsigned 
artists land major-label record deals 
recently, including Walker Hayes, 
Caitlyn Smith and The Sisterhood's 
Alyssa Bonagura. "I've always been 
a fan of new artists, going back to 
my radio days in the 1980s," says 
Tucker, who moonlights as chairman 
of the board for the Academy of 
Country Music. He hired Pete Fisher 
— longtime manager of the Grand 
Ole Opry — as the ACM's new CEO 
in January. Seitz, a former digital 
executive at BMG, runs point for 
Nashville labels and artists looking 
to get their music onto both Apple 
Music and iTunes. 

KENT EARLS, 45 
EXECUTIVE VP/GM, UNIVERSAL MUSIC 

PUBLISHING GROUP NASHVILLE 

*  RIDING WITH SAM HUNT 

UMPG Nashville's wild 2017 ride 
on the Hot Country Songs chart 
culminated with Hunt's 24-week (and 
counting) reign at No. 1 with "Body 
Like a Back Road," a record for a solo 
artist. Earls also points out that the 
music publisher recently had five of 
the top 13 songs on the chart, with 
hits by Blake Shelton, Keith Urban, 
Rascal Flatts and Lady Antebellum. 
"Our strategy of offering boutique 
development services with big-time 
backup is paying off," says Earls, who 
fraternizes with the talent in "the 
saloon," a snack-filled casual room 
outfitted with a vintage Seeburg 
Select-O-Matic jukebox that's down 
the hall from his office. 

YOU CAN'T SLEEP —  WHAT APPS DO 

YOU CHECK? "Twitter, for breaking 
news; Instagram, for fun; and the 
iTunes Store, to see how our artists 
and songs are selling." 

GORDON KERR, 50 

CEO, BLACK RIVER ENTERTAINMENT 

*KELSEA'S LABEL A TOP PUBLISHER TOO 

Although Black River Entertainment 
is known primarily as the record label 
of Kelsea Ballerini and Craig Morgan, 
Kerr is quick to point out that his 
operation is a multifaceted music 
company with a recording studio, an 
artist-management division and a 
music publishing arm that represents 
songwriter Forest Glen Whitehead 
and Grammy winner Josh Osborne's 
earlier catalog. It also has placed 
among the top 10 music publishers 
of the top 100 radio songs in four 
of the last eight quarters. Kerr says 
the growth happened organically. 
"When we had the label and some 
publishing, then we needed a world-
class recording studio," says the 
father of three, adding, 'if somebody 
asked me six months ago whether 
we were going into the Americana 
space, I would have said, 'Probably 
not: But then we met Carolina Story." 
(The Nashville duo is the label's latest 
find.) That signing, notes Kerr, dove-
tailed with Black River's commitment 
to "fostering dreams." 
BIGGEST ISSUE FACING COUNTRY 

"Security of people, security of 
product, security of property, 
including intellectual property." 

TROY TOMLINSON, 58 

PRESIDENT/CEO, SONY/ATV NASHVILLE 

*15-TIME BMI PUBLISHER OF THE YEAR 

Tomlinson claims he "doesn't like 
measuring things," but he doesn't 
hesitate to tout his division's 
unbroken 15-year run of winning 
BMI's country music publisher of the 
year award. During the last two years, 
Sony/ATV has been the top country 
publisher in quarterly market share 
for the top 100 radio songs, snaring 

the top spot six times, and averaging 
a market share of 21.7 percent. 
Despite the success, the father of 
three says its a perilous time for 
songwriters: Were seeing a gradual 
and painful exodus of truly gifted 
songwriters who simply can't make a 
living from the scraps left after others 
have indulged to excess." 

BEN VAUGHN, 41 

PRESIDENT, WARNER/CHAPPELL MUSIC 

NASHVILLE 

*20 NO. is IN 30 WEEKS 

"I like to show up every day and crush 
it for songwriters," says Vaughn. So 
far in 2017, he and his team have 
done just that: Warner/Chappell has 
had the No. 1 Country Airplay song 
in 20 of the first 30 weeks of the year, 
thanks to songwriters like Ashley 
Gorley, who co-wrote two of those 
chart-toppers, Blake Shelton's "A Guy 
With a Girl" and Jon Pardi's "Dirt on 
My Boots." Vaughn also shouts out 
Chris Stapleton, whose latest LP, From 
A Room: Volume 1, was the first gold-
certified country album of the year. 
With a packed roster of talent, Vaughn 
is hopeful that Warner/Chappell will 
take ASCAP's publisher of the year 
honor for a fifth consecutive time. ifs 
looking pretty good," he says. 

KOS WEAVER, 48 
EXECUTIVE VP, BMG NASHVILLE 

*BMG'S NASHVILLE ACTION MAN 

Since its revival in 2009, BMG 
has rebuilt itself into a publishing 
operation and, more recently, a label 
to be reckoned with through a series 
of savvy acquisitions, such as its 
purchase of BBR Music Group — 
home of Jason Aldean — in January. 
Weaver, BMG's man in Music City 
since 2013, has created a critical 
mass of country songwriters mined 
from these deals and through 
additional signings. The result: 
During the last eight quarters, 
BMG has averaged a 6.7 percent 
quarterly market share of the top 100 
radio country songs, making it the 

enN, "SONGWRITERS, WHO PROVIDE THE ESSENTIAL 
INGREDIENT FOR HITS, ARE BEING PUSHED 

b. TO THE BOTTOM OF THE ECONOMIC FOOD CHAIN." 
e -TROY TOMLINSON, SONY/ATV MUSIC PUBLISHING 

fourth-largest publisher of country 
songs by this criteria. 

CRAIG WISEMAN, 53 
OWNER, BIG LOUD 

SETH ENGLAND, 31 

PARTNER, BIG LOUD 

*GROWING FGL'S BOTTOM LINE 

England says the multiservice music 
company's biggest achievement 
of the past year was keeping its 
eye on the ball for Florida Georgia 
Line, which it manages. In addition 
to helping the band release Dig 
Your Roots last August, which has 
generated 389.4 million on-demand 
audio streams, England says Big 
Loud helped the band launch its Old 
Camp Whiskey brand. Meanwhile, its 
publishing operation, a joint venture 
with Round Hill Music, consistently 
placed fifth in Billboards quarterly 
ranking of music publishers of the 
top 100 country radio songs. And 
Wiseman says Big Loud's label is 
diversifying "beyond country." 
ACT HE'D LIKE TO SEE GO COUNTRY 

England "Having spent a lot of studio 
time with Jason Derulo, he could be an 
artist for any genre." 

DENNIS LORD* 
EXECUTIVE VP CREATIVE AND BUSINESS 

AFFAIRS, SESAC 

KILLS TURNER, 46 
EXECUTIVE VP OPERATIONS AND CORPORATE 

DEVELOPMENT/CFO, SESAC 

*BULKING UP WITH BLACKSTONE 

SESAC's 2017 began with its 
acquisition by the Blackstone Group 
in a deal reported to be close to 
$1 billion. Turner and Lord are charged 
with helping chairman/CEO John 
Josephson optimize the opportunities 
afforded by having a deep-pocketed, 
long-term investor. Turner has 
focused on international growth, and 
engineered a 2016 Pan-European 
licensing pact with Swiss collection 
society SUISA. Meanwhile, Lord, 
whose wife runs an equestrian ranch 
outside of Nashville, has concentrated 
on signing evergreen acts like Green 
Day, Kings of Leon, Randy Newman 
and Rosanne Cash that build on 
the performing rights organizations 
invitation-only roster of writers with 
"ubiquitous and eternal copyrights." 
BEST OF NASHVILLE Lord "The growth 
of the creative community beyond the 
country base." 
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Decker (le 
Wallace photographed 
by Alysse Gafjken on 
July12 at Big Yellow Dog 
Music's headquarters 
in Nashville. 
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5` THE 
' INNOVATOR 

The co-owner of the inventive music publisher 
behind Moren Morris, Meghan Trainor and 
Jessie James Decker is "a boss who gets it done" 

CARLA WALLACE* 
CO-OWNER, BIG YELLOW DOG MUSIC 

Punching above its weight, this 10-person firm had a stellar year 
with Maten Monis, who won the best country solo performance 
Grammy Award for "My Church." In addition to writing the song, 
Monis recorded it for Big Yellow Dog Music at Wallace's urging, 
which turned out to be pivotal in getting her signed to Columbia 
Nashville in 2015. Since then, Monis has sold 1.8 million digital 
downloads; logged four hits on the Country Airplay chart, including 
her featured turn on Thomas Rhett's No. "Craving You"; and won 
both the 2016 CMA and 2017 ACM new artist awards. 

NOT YOUR MAMA'S MUSIC PUBLISHER MOTlis is the latest success 
for a company whose roster of 19 includes Meghan Trainor — 
who thanked Wallace profusely when she accepted the ASCAP 
Vanguard Award in May — and Jessie James Decker, the star of El's 
Eric (f Jessie reality series. (She is expected to release new music in 
the fall.) Since founding Big Yellow Dog in 1998 with partner Kerry 
O'Neil, Wallace has expanded into artist development, discovering 
new talent and hand-crafting each success. "None of us can really 
follow a traditional route anymore," says the Nashville native. 
"Whether it's starting a record label to help set these guys up or 
working with them every day to make a tour happen, we fill in the 
gaps until the right opportunity presents itself." 

PLUMBING SYNCHS The company aggressively seeks out TV, film 
and advertising synchs, and has secured roughly 400 placements 
this past year. Among them, Trainor's "I'm a Lady," written for 
Smalls': The Lost Village. "Synchs are really important to us, because 
it's an opportunity to sign unusual artists that might not fit in the 
traditional country genre," says Wallace. 

DECKER ON WALLACE "Carla took a chance on me when I was 17 
and no one else knew what to do with me," says Decker, whose 
reality show with her husband, newly minted Tennessee Titan 
Eric Decker, was renewed for a third season. "She's smart, thinks 
outside the box and isn't afraid to speak her mind, which is 
crucial as a woman in the music world," adds Decker. "She is the 
epitome of a boss lady who gets it done." 

COUNTRY HIT PARADE Trainor co-wrote Lauren Alaina's Country 
Airplay No. 1, "Road Less Traveled." Also topping that chart: Josh 
Kear and Abe Stoldasa, who respectively were co-writers of Florida 
Georgia Line's "God, Your Mama, and Me" and Chris Lane's "Fix." 
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WHERE NASHVIIIE SHOPS NOW 

TWO SON IS THE ONE 
When the city's most stylish need their fix of 

high-waisted jeans and chic sculptural silhouettes 

A year and a half after 
opening, Nashville boutique 

Two Son has become a 

pivotal player in a style 
revival that has brought 

celebrated indie fashion 

labels Mayram Nassir 

Zadeh and Black Crane to 
the city for the first time. 

The store was started by two 

married couples — David 

Perry, who also has a fashion 
production company, and 

Leigh Watson, part of the 

folk duo Watson Twins; and 

photographer Aubrey McCoy 
and James Kicinski-McCoy, 

who runs the lifestyle site 

Bleubird — who noticed a 
deficit in the city's offerings. 

Now, the modernist, 

2,200-square-foot space in 

East Nashville is a must-hit 

for locals in the know and 
tourists looking for edgy 

curation in home goods and 
men's and women's clothing. 

'When we moved here, 
most of our friends said they 

shopped online or when they 

traveled," says McCoy. We 

wanted to open something 
different for Nashville and 

provide brands not sold 

here, like Lauren Manoogian 

and Jesse Kamm." The 
sophisticated, architectural 

cuts would seem to run 

contrary to traditional 

country dress, but even those 
who aren't ready to spend 

$300 on drop-crotch Caron 
Callahan pants "come to 
support the shop, see it in 

person and pick up a few 
things." —A.G. 

MICHAEL MARTIN, 55 

VP MEMBERSHIP, NASHVILLE; ASCAP 

*ROYALTIES REVENUE MACHINE 

With over 600,000 members — 
including Garth Brooks, Ashley 
Gorley and Jennifer Nettles — and 
2016 income of $1.1 billion, ASCAP 
is a revenue machine for its roster 
of Music City songwriters and 
composers. Martin manages the 
PRO's local staff and budget. "Our 
member retention is huge," says the 
Mineral Wells, Texas-raised executive, 
who adds that more than a third of the 
honors at the 2016 ASCAP Country 
Awards went to first-time winners. 
NONINDUSTRY LEADER HE ADMIRES 

"John C. Maxwell, leadership expert, 
speaker and author. I love this quote of 
his: 'Learn to say "no" to the good so 
you can say "yes" to the best:" 

JODY WILLIAMS, 61 

VP WRITER/PUBLISHER RELATIONS, 

BMI NASHVILLE 

*NASHVILLE'S LARGEST PRO PRESENCE 

Williams, who was elected to serve as 
president of the CMA board starting 
in 2018, says BMI affiliates won 
74 percent of the awards handed out 

vw1 

DENNIS 
HOPPER 

— DRUGSTORE 
iituaL.ItE Ida 

Top, above: An industrial setting provides the backdrop for the minimalist 
homewear and select offerings from lines more often associated with 

New York and Paris. Right,from left: Owners Perry, Watson, Kicinski-McCoy 
and McCoy wanted to f ill a void in the market. 'Seventy-five percent 
of what we carry can't be found elsewhere in the city," says McCoy. 

by the ACM in April, and 56 percent 
of the 2016 CMA honors. Members 
Thomas Rhett, Tim McGraw, Jon 
Pardi and Maren Morris also raised 
the PRO's profile over the past year. 
Record revenue of $1.1 billion for 
fiscal 2016 was another bright spot 
for BMI, which, with 500 employees 
on Music Row, has the town's largest 
PRO presence. Says the Nashville 
native and golf aficionado: "We play a 
major role in the community." 
BIGGEST ISSUE FACING COUNTRY 

"Country radio playlists are 
80 percent male. The lack of female 
voices needs to change." 

RUSSELL A. JONES, 67 

PRINCIPAL, THE LAW OFFICES OF RUSSELL A. 

JONES JR. & ANJLEE KHURANA 

*GARTH BROOKS' DEAL-CLOSER 

One of the top attorneys in Music 
City, Jones negotiated Garth Brooks' 
exclusive Amazon streaming and 
Target box set deals and a Williams-
Sonoma product line for Trisha 
Yearwood. The married father of two 
says he takes pride in being able 

to balance work and family, which 
included throwing himself a birthday 
party in Marrakesh, Morocco, in June. 

JOEL KATZ, 73 

CHAIRMAN, GLOBAL ENTERTAINMENT AND 

MEDIA PRACTICE; GREENBERG TRAURIG 

JESS ROSEN, 62 

CO-CHAIRMAN, ATLANTA ENTERTAINMENT 

AND MEDIA PRACTICE; GREENBERG TFtAURIG 

*HOTLANTA'S HOT LAWYERS 

Despite being based 250 miles 
away from Nashville, in Atlanta, Katz 
and Rosen are two of Music City's 
top go-to attorneys. In addition to 
representing such executives as 
Universal Music Group Nashville's 
Mike Dungan, Katz brokered Tim 
McGraw and Faith Hill's new Sony 
Music Entertainment pact (with 
McGraw's attorney Rusty Jones), 
noting that negotiating for a married 
couple "made it unique." Rosen was 
instrumental in setting up Florida 
Georgia Lines deal with Proximo 
for the duo's Old Camp Whiskey 
as well as FGL House, a planned 
entertainment complex in downtown 
Nashville. "That's real mailbox money 
for these guys," says Rosen. He 
should know: He also set up Kenny 

Chesney's lucrative Blue Chair Bay 
Rum company and restructured 
Miranda Lamberts contract at Sony 
Nashville. "Just assume she has the 
superstar deal that everyone would 
want," he says. 
YOU CAN'T SLEEP —  WHAT APP DO 

YOU CHECK FIRST? Katz "I like WTSO, 
Wines Til Sold Out. Great bargains." 

MIKE MILOM, 74 

PARTNER, MILOM HORSNELL CROW ROSE KELLEY 

*LUKE BRYAN'S LEGAL EAGLE 

Milom likes to think of himself as 
someone who fellow attorneys want 
on the other side of a negotiation. 
Recent deals include Kelsea 
Ballerini's global publishing 
agreement with Sony/ATV and the 
return of Hank Williams Jr.'s opening 
theme for ESPN's Monday Night 
Football. Other clients include Luke 
Bryan, Emmylou Harris and Keith 
Urban. While he refuses to discuss 
the deals that keep him busy, he says 
getting his artists a bigger slice of the 
$3.9 billion streaming pie is a priority. 
SONG STUCK IN HIS HEAD " 'Skylark,' 
performed by my wife, Micki 
Fuhrman, on a private jazz EP 
recorded for my last birthday." 
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BUSINESS & BRANDING 

PETE FISHER, 54 

CEO, ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC 

*MAPPING A NEW ERA FOR THE ACM 

The former vice president/GM of the 

Grand Ole Opry took the reins of the 

Los Angeles-based ACM in January, 
just in time to oversee its 2017 

awards ceremony. "What the staff 
did in Las Vegas was remarkable: 

80 artists, 17 events, 13 venues, not 
including the show," he says. Fisher 

has since addressed the business 
of charting the ACM's future, and 

recently hired longtime Recording 

Academy executive Nick Di Fruscia 
to oversee the ACM voting process, 

among other responsibilities. 
NONINDUSTRY LEADER HE ADMIRES 

"Elon Musk. Having bought a Tesla, I 
see that he thinks on a different plane. 

His work has changed my thinking." 

JEREMY HOLLEY, 39 
CO-FOUNDER, FLYTEVU 

LAURA HUTFLESS, 35 

CO-FOUNDER, FLYTEVU 

*BRANDING HEADLINE-MAKERS 

"We always ask ourselves, 'What's the 

"THE COUNTRY MUSIC INDUSTRY IS ALWAYS lit 
THE LAST TO ADOPT NEW TECHNOLOGIES .› 

AND ACCEPT CULTURE TRENDS. DISRUPTION 
IS THE NEW NORMAL EMBRACE IT." „iiiape 

-LAURA HUTFLESS, FLYTEVU 

headline that has never been written 

before? " says Holley of the approach 
that he and Hutfless, formerly of 
Warner Music Nashville and Creative 

Artists Agency, respectively, take 

at the marketing agency they 
launched in 2015. Last October, 

for instance, they partnered with 

Garth Brooks to launch a Snapchat 
account for the state of Tennessee 

designed to lure millennial tourists. 

"Every single one of his albums 
was recorded in Tennessee, so we 

made 'Snapumentaries' that told 

this story over a three-week period," 
says Holley. "The series culminated 
in a free show at the Bluebird Cafe, 

where Garth was discovered, and 

WHY I IOVE NASHVILLE NOW 

ZAC BROWN ON HIS FAVORITE RESTAURANT 
"My favorite thing to emerge in Nashville is Henley, RJ Cooper's new 

restaurant. RJ is a James Beard Award winner who has been featured at our 
Southern Ground Music & Food Festival, and his new place is amazing." 

the only way to get tickets was 

through the new Snapchat channel." 
The campaign brought in 31,000 

followers overnight and 6.2 million 

views total. It also was one of two 
Flytevu campaigns shortlisted at the 

Cannes Lions festival in June. 

NARY ANN HcCRRADY* 

BUSINESS MANAGER/CO-OWNER, FLOOD 

BUMSTEAD McCREADY & McCARTHY 

JANIE CHEEK, 46 

BUSINESS MANAGER/CO-OWNER, FBMM 

DOANE CLARK, 47 
BUSINESS MANAGER/CO-OWNER, FBMM 

*MINDING TOP MUSICIANS' MONEY 

Although FBMM doesn't release 

its client roster, the business-

management firm reportedly counts 

Blake Shelton, Sam Hunt and Keith 
Urban among its country customers. 
The partners focus, in part, on issues 

such as streaming royalties and ticket 

revenue. Its biggest issue? "Scalping 

has reached epic proportions of 

abuse," says McCready. 
TIME-TRAVEL MUSIC FANTASY Clark 

"Any Grand Ole Opry performance in 

the 1950s: Johnny Cash, Patsy Cline, 
Chet Atkins, Kitty Wells, George Jones. 

Just give me one." 

KERRY O'NEIL, 64 

CO-FOUNDER, O'NEIL HAGAMAN 

*PROPHET OF PROFIT 

"Having two of the largest arena tours 

in music has been intense," says 

O'Neil, who — though he declines to 
confirm or discuss any of the artists 

on his roster — is referring to Garth 

Brooks and the duo of Tim McGraw 

and Faith Hill, according to industry 

insiders. They're just three of the A-list 

clients O'Neil's business-management 
firm reps. Twenty-two people, roughly 

half the staff, have 10 or more years 
with the firm, which launched in 
1984 with partners AI Hagaman Jr. 

and Cheryl Harris. 'That institutional 

knowledge is key to delivering quality 
work," says O'Neil, who's a founding 

partner, with Carla Wallace, in 

publisher Big Yellow Dog Music. 
FAVORITE ARTIST OF ANY GENRE "You 

might find me singing Bill Withers' 

'Ain't No Sunshine if I find myself with 

a guitar in my hands," says O'Neil, a 

one-time aspiring songwriter. 

KYLE YOUNG, 64 
CEO, COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME AND 

MUSEUM 

*BUILDING COUNTRY'S FAN BASE 

The Country Music Hall of Fame and 

Museum feted its 50th anniversary 
in April, but Young, who has worked 

there since he was 22, is focused 

on attracting the next generation of 
country tans. The hall, which draws 

1 million visitors annually and brought 

$67 million into Nashville in 2016, 
has, thanks to angels like Vince Gill 

and Keith Urban and their All for 

the Hall benefits, weathered periods 
of instability to emerge financially 
fit enough that, in July, it launched 

Community Counts. The program, in 
part, allows local youth 18 years and 

younger to visit the museum for free. 

Says Young: "You get them in here, 
and it gives them a sense of place, a 

sense of identity and sense of attach-
ment." TIME-TRAVEL MUSIC FANTASY 

"Late 1952, to see Hank Williams Sr." 

Contributors: Trevor Anderson, Jim Asker, Dave Brooks, Dean Budnick, Keith 
Caufield, Ed Christman, Tatiana Cirisano, Chuck Dauphin, Adrienne Gùffniy, Jenn 

Haltman, Hannah Karp, Steve Ktupper, Joe Lety, Brooke Mazurek, Melinda Newman, 
Paula Parisi, Eric Spitznagel, Tùylor Weatherly, Deborah Waken Nick Williams 

alETHODOLOGv a committee 01 Etiiiboard editors and reporters weighed a variety 01 feelers in detennining the 2017 Cooney Power players list including 
but not limited to impact on consumer behavior, as measured by merles such as atom sales. rack sales. streaming volume. Social meda enpreshons, and 
radio and TV audiences reached; company growek career trajectory; reputakon among peers: and overall impact in the industry. Where required, record.label 
market share was consulted using Neesen's Music country market share tor gloom plus traceequwalent and siream.equivalent album sonsumplf off units. 
end &mare top 10 country publnher rankings. Unless olherwne noted. 1311teartl Boxscore and webel Music are me sources for tour grosses and sales/ 
shearing data. respeckvely. 13111board's 2016 money makers ksi 1pubkshed in the July 22.28. 2017. issue) is me source lot takwhome earnings. 
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"You walk out 
and startfeeling 
the energy," says 
Church, who recently 
completed a 62-night 
North American tour. 
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BACKSTAGE PASS 

Eric Church, 
At The Top Of 

His World, Asks: 
What's Next? 

"l did not want to be the center of country music," says the singer after a 
record-setting $53 million-grossing tour, taking time to reflect on finding 

stardom, fighting scalpers and raising children in turbulent times 

BY DAVE BROOKS 

„ 
.111• 

E
RIC CHURCH ISN'T 
thinking about music. 
After six months on tour 
—playing to arena crowds 
across North America, from 
Lincoln, Neb., to Nashville 

— for 62 nights, the country music 
superstar is trying to quiet his mind. And 
he's got the perfect place for reflection: 
his family's summer retreat, 5,000 feet 
hove sea level, in North Carolina's 
High Country. 

"I'm on top of the mountain with 
almost no cell reception," says Church. 
"We picked this place for that reason. 
There's, like, one place you can stand, 
if the weather's right, to get cellphone 
service and communicate with the 
outside world. Otherwise, no one can get 
ahold of me up here." 
"Quiet" is the last word his fans 

associate with Church. The 4.0-year-
Mold singer, songwriter and guitarist has 

brought a rock'n'roll spirit to his style 
of country music since breaking out of 
his rural hometown of Granite Falls, 
N.C. (population 4,700), more than a 8 decade ago. 

In 2011, Church hit No. 2 — on both 
the Top Country Albums chart and the 
Billboard 200 - with his album Chief, 
which took home the album of the year 
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BACKSTAGE PASS / Eric Church 

trophy from both the Country Music 
Association and the Academy of Country 
Music. That album also sent two singles 
to No.1 on the Hot Country Songs chart: 
"Springsteen," with its nod to the New 
Jersey rocker, and the working-class blues 
of "Drink in My Hand." 

In November 2013, Church previewed 
his album The Outsiders at the CMA 
Awards with an intense blues-rock 
performance, complete with pyrotechnic 
bursts. Then, as if Nashville needed 
another sign that Church was a different 
kind of country star, 
days before the CMAs 
in 2015, he surprised 
the industry and 
delighted members of 
his fan club (known 
as The Church Choir) 
with a mail delivery 
of his new album Mr. 
Misunderstood, after acquiring a record-
pressing plant in Germany. 

For all his success as a recording artist, 
however, Church's greatest, and growing, 
impact has been as a live performer, 
say those involved with his career from 
the start. 

"Eric has always focused so much 
on towing and the strength of his live 
shows," says Jay Williams, a partner at 
William Morris Endeavor who has booked 

"HIS FANS KNOW 
HE GENUINELY 
PUTS THEM FIRST." 
-JAY WILLIAMS 

Church since 2005, after seeing him play 
at the 30o-capacity 12th and Porter club 
in Nashville. "In the early days, it didn't 
matter if he was opening an arena show 
or playing a small club to 100 fans — he 
always gave 110 percent. No two shows are 
the same, and each night there are going 
to be some surprises. His fans know he 
genuinely puts them first." 

Church's Holdin' My Own Tour, which 
concluded with sold-out shows May 26-27 
at Nashville's Bridgestone Arena, sold 
930,000 tickets, according to promoter 

Louis Messina of 
The Messina Group. 
Billboard Boxscore 
reports Church's 
gross ticket sales at 
$53 million, which 
ranks him as the 
No. 6 top-grossing 
towing artist of the 

year to date. Fans will remember that tour 
by another metric: the marathon three-
and-a-half hours Church played nightly 
as he crisscrossed the United States and 
Canada, often challenging his band to 
play his lesser-known material. Equipped 
with a deep catalog of songs (published 
by Sony/ATV Music Publishing), Church 
uses the football phrase for a quarterback's 
surprise play —"calling an audible" — to 
describe how he'll notify his band of the 

Church and 
Universal Music 
Group Nashville 
chairman/CEO 
Mike Dungan 

(right) at the "Eric 
Church: Inside 
the Outsider" 

exhibition at the 
Country Music 

Hall of Fame 
and Museum in 

Nashville in 2015. 

From left:Taylor 
Swift, Church and 
Jennifer Hansen at 
the BMI Country 
Awards and 
reception honoring 
Willie Nelson in 
Nashville in 2007. 

tracks he might call out during the show, 
leaving it only a few hours to prepare for 
a number it might not have performed in 
years. He regularly surprises his band by 
changing his setlist to keep the 36 to 37 
songs in his shows fresh and energetic. "No 
one in country does two sets like this," says 
Church's longtime manager, John Peets of 
QPrime South. 

Peets helped conceive the lengthy show 
with an understated production aimed at 
building an intimate connection between 
the singer and his audience. 

"It's a big stage, but it's not flashy," 
says Peets. "There's no pyro. There's no 
moving big lights. The biggest thing we did 
for production was add a second light rig, 
because we light up the whole back part of 
the bowl and the floor. It created this 'we're 
all in this together' kind of vibe." 
While the country music business 

has questioned his unconventional 
moves, like the surprise release of Mr. 
Misunderstood, Church has made peace 
with the Music City machine. "We've had 
enough success that they kind of let us 
do what we do," says Church of his label, 
Capitol Records Nashville, a division of 
Universal Music Group Nashville. 
At his mountain retreat, where he goes 

with his wife, Katherine Blasingame, and 
their two sons, 5-year-old Boone and 
2-year-old Tennessee Hawk, whenever 
towing and school schedules allow, 
Church is taking time to golf, read, fly-fish 
— and think. He's still taking stock of the 
Holdin' My Own Tour and what its success 
means for his career. Before school starts 
— and because Church can only take so 
much self-reflection — he'll head back to 
Nashville. On Aug. 18, he'll play the Good 
Morning America Summer Concert Series 
in New York, before launching a short, 
late-summer amphitheater tour, promoted 
by Messina, concluding with the Route 91 
Harvest Festival Sept. 29-Oct. 1 in Las 
Vegas. Before the year is out, he will have 
performed live for over 1 million fans. 
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Thank You Eric Cllifélit. 

Ingham, Alabama 
Special Thanks To: Louis Messina & Messina Touring Group, Q Prime South & William Morris Entertainment 

ri 
LEGACY 
ARENA 

Legacy Arena At The BJCC 

2100 Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. N 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 

www.bjcc.org I 205.458.8400 
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BACKSTAGE PASS / Eric Church 

But before all that, in a conversation 
from the mountaintop, Church talked 
about stardom and scalpers, terrorism 
and religion, the challenges of parenting 
and the road ahead. 

On the Holdin' My Own Tour, you 
played 62 shows with three-and-
a-half-hour sets. Was it energizing 
or exhausting? 
It was both. We booked this tour before 
we decided we're going to play shows 
this way. I knew I wanted to play all these 
songs that have earned their spot in our 
set. They're an integral part of who we 
are [as a band]. I wanted to go out there 
and depend solely on our catalog and 
play for as long as we could. 
When we routed this tour, we thought 

the sets would be shorter. There was one 
stretch where we did seven shows in io 
days. That was physically more than I 
thought it was going to be. My vocals and 
my entire body [were] exhausted. 

That was also a marathon for the 
audience. 
If a fan looked at the setlist, they'd say, 

During a break in the 

performance of "Jack 

Daniels" in Tulsa, Okla., 

in February, Church 

(second from right) 

joined his road crew for 

a shot of whiskey before 

returning tothe stage to 

finish the song. 

CHURCH'S TOP 25 BOXSCORES 

RANK VENUE CITY/STATE EVENT DATE GROSS SALES ATTENDANCE 
NUMBER 
OF SHOWS 

1 Bridgestone Arena Nashville May 26-27.2017 $2.524.287 38.016 2 

2 U.S. Bank Arena Cincinnati April 22,2017 $1,322,826 16,736 1 

3 
! 

Palace of Auburn Hills Auburn Hills, Mich. Feb.25,2017 $1.233.087 18.940 1 

i 4 Mohegan Sun Arena Uncasville, Conn. Oct. 24-25, 2014 $1,232$95 17,720 2 

I 5 Scattrade Center St. Louis May 13,2017 $1.199.824 18.250 1 

i 6 Red Rocks Amphitheatre Morrison, Colo. Aug. 9-10, 2016 $1.176,861 18,942 2 

1 7 PPG Paints Arena Pittsburgh Apr1121, 2017 $1.173.548 18.138 1 

: Greensboro Coliseum Greensboro, N.C. May 20,2017 $1,162,223 20,313 1 

! 9 Tacoma Dome Tacoma. Wash. March 18. 2017 $1.126.710 19.030 1 

I 10 Mohegan Sun Arena Uncasville, Conn. April 27-28,2017 $1,123,152 16,461 2 

1 11 BMO Hargis Bradley Center Milwaukee April 14,2017 $1.102.384 17.931 1 

i 12 Verieon Center Washington, D.C. May 19, 2017 $1,100,193 16,113 1 

1 13 Pepsi Center Denver April 5,2017 $1.099.179 16.351 1 

I 14 Allstate Arena Rosemont, III. April 13,2017 $1,085,383 16,553 1 

: 15 Bon Secours Wellness Arena Greenville, S.C. May 6,2017 $1.081.681 14.447 1 

r16 CenturyLink Center Omaha, Neb. April 8,2017 $1,059,369 16,533 1 

1 17 KFC Yum! Center Louisville, Ky. May 25, 2017 $1.052.065 16.443 1 

I 18 Sprint Center Kansas City, Mo. Jan. 31,2017 $1,044,361 17,076 1 

I 19 Staples Center Los Angeles March 3L 2017 $1.042.599 16.596 1 

i 20 quicken Loans Arena Cleveland Feb.24,2017 $1,036,893 19,837 1 

i 21 
I 

TD Garden Boston Jan. 28, 2017 $1.018,761 16.697 1 

22 Barclays Center Brooklyn Jan. 27,2017 $1.017.290 16,705 1 

1 23 Target Center Minneapolis Jan. 20, 2017 $986.291 18,344 1 

24 

25 

American Airlines Center Dallas Feb. 3, 2017 $969,385 18,002 1 

Bankers Life Reldhouse ] Indianapolis Feb.23,2017 $965.478 15,339 I 

"Holy shit, that's a lot of songs." You walk 
out there, and you start feeling the energy. 
I said many times, there's a lot of nights 
they really did pull me. It became this 
collaborative thing where not only did I 
get to the end, but there's times I just kept 
going because they got me to that ending. 
We got there together. 

Did you record any of the shows for a 
future live album? 
Oh yeah, we recorded all of it. We had 
some [songs] that I was adamant that 
I wouldn't rehearse with the band. I 
would tell the band a couple hours before 

"SOME NIGHTS, IT 
WAS JUST MAGIC." 
-CHURCH 

the show, "This is the song we're going 
to do," and then I wouldn't see them 
until we did it, when we played live. I 
did that on purpose — there were some 
nights that it was just magic. A song 
you've never played with your band. 
Nobody knows how we're going to end 
it, nobody knows where the solos are, 
and you get to the end and it's perfect. 
And some were disasters. As Ray Charles 
would say, "I was going to do what I was 
going to do." 
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BACKSTAGE PASS / Eric Church 

MESSINA NURTURES CHURCH'S LIVE AMBITIONS 
Veteran promoter recalls singer asking, "Is there anything bigger to play than a stadium?" 

W
hen Eric Church's Holdin' My 
Own Tour rolled into town, 

concert promoter Louis 

Messina had to have the 

T-shirt talk with the locals. 

"Eric sold this shirt that read 'Eric 

Fucking Church,'" says Messina, "and the 

building managers would all bitch and 

moan about selling the shirt," 

disapproving of its expletive. 

"I would just tell them, If 

you want Eric to play here 

again, you better just sell 

the damn shirt,'" says Messina 

of the top-selling item of tour 

merchandise, which sells for $30. 

"They'd sell the shirt — and then 

later pat me on the back for Arena managers vision," he says of the singer's 
's moving so much merch." objectedtoChurch touring success. He, Messina and 

tour T-shirt. Fans 
To say nothing of moving manager John Peets at Q Prime 

snapped it up. 
so many tickets. Church sold South "work collaboratively to make 

930,000 seats on his just-concluded tour, 

says Messina, whose Messina Touring 

Group also has promoted Taylor Swift, 

George Strait, Ed Sheeran and Kenny 

Chesney. Messina, 70, is a veteran tour 

promoter who cut his teeth in the concert 

business with Pace Concerts in Houston. 

By 2001, he had launched his own 

company, which later became partnered 

with AEG Presents. 

Messina first met Church when the 

singer opened stadium shows on Chesney's 

2013 No Shoes Nation Tour. "Eric once told 

me,'Louis, you know I never thought 

I'd enjoy playing stadiums. But 

is there anything bigger than a 

stadium?' I thought to myself, '0K, 

this is my kind of guy.' I love artists 

with vision." 

Jay Williams, Church's agent at 

William Morris Endeavor, echoes 

Messina. it all starts with Eric's 

sure Eric has the best chance to win each 

night." (Williams notes he works closely 

with Bridget Bauer at Messina Touring 

Group; both were assistants together at 

WME two decades ago. "So it's fun to get to 

work with her on this.") 

After Church unveiled his 

album Mr. Misunderstood as a 

surprise in late 2015, Messina 

knew he was working with an 

artist who didn't follow typical 

album release schedules or 

touring cycles, and who had a 

unique sense of how he wanted 

to present his craft. 

His music is going to come 

out when it comes out; it's 

going to be the songs that he wants to 

put out and not those selected for him," 

says Messina. "That's why he called it the 

Holdin' My Own Tour." 

During shows that ran three-and-a-half 

hours, with no opening act, Church typically 

played some 37 songs nightly from his 

catalog of five studio albums. The six-month 

tour reached 38 states and six Canadian 

provinces, with stops at every major arena 

in North America, including Staples Center 

in Los Angeles, Madison Square Garden in 

New York and Air Canada Centre in Toronto. 

'There's something special that happens 

11 This is my kind of 
guy," said Messina 
(right) after 
meeting Church. 

each night," says Messina of Church's live 

shows. You can feel this groundswell in 

the audience — each night was bigger 

than the night before. As the tour went on, 

the intensity of the show and the crowd 

only grew." 

The tour wrapped in Nashville with two 

nights at Bridgestone Arena, our adopted 

hometown venue," says Messina. "Kenny 

showed up as a friend and a fan. He asked if 

Eric wanted him to come onstage, and Eric 

said,'Nah, I don't want you to have to work 

tonight, just enjoy yourself.' And so Kenny 

just sat on the side of the stage and watched 

the show from beginning to end." -D.B. 
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BACKSTAGE PASS / Eric Church 

Were you able to write on the road? 
I thought I could. I couldn't. I'm still not 
able to write. Over the last month, I've 
been poking at it a little bit, picking up the 
guitar now and then. I'm still not there, 
mainly because of the tour and what it took 
from me creatively and emotionally. It just 
didn't leave a whole lot left for other stuff. 

Your last album, Mr. Misunderstood, 
arrived as a surprise release, secretly 
mailed to fans and announced at 
the CMA Awards. Would you ever do 
that again? 
It was the most fun I ever had. It wasn't 
preconceived [by the record company], 
and I think that's what made it work. I 
think that's why it had the success it had. 
I think that for me, the one lesson we 
learned there is, just trust the music, and 
trust that if you put it in the hands of your 
fan base, you're going to end up where 
you want to end up. 

Mr. Misunderstood felt much more 
personal than 2014's The Outsiders, 
which was conceived as a thematic 
album. Were you looking inward 
when you wrote Mr. Misunderstood? 
For The Outsiders, I had written iso to 
160 songs, and it was pretty easy to pick 
where the theme was. I had been coming 
off the Chrifalbum, which was a big 
commercial success, and I just did not 

From left: Church, 

Jason Aldean 

and Luke Bryan 

performed during 

the 46th annual CMA 

Awards in 2012. 

want to get boxed in. I did not want 
to be the center of country music. 
We had just won album of the year 
at the CMA Awards, and we're in all 
these award categories we had never 
been in before, and I was very, very 
uncomfortable in that spot. I started 
hearing people say they knew the style 
I was going to be and comparing me 
to other people. And it started driving 
me nuts, because I don't want to be a 
style. I don't want to be that thing. 
So The Outsiders was me just 

going musically crazy. It's a little 
schizophrenic. It's a little nutty. But 
that's what it was supposed to be. 
Whether it's everybody's cup of tea 
or not, that was me getting that out 
of my system to some extent. I was 
trying to do that. So it had a thing. It 
was preconceived. 

Mr. Misunderstood wasn't. It was just 
music broken down to its core. And 
we kept it that way with the way we 
distributed it. We did the same thing 
with the tour. There were no bells 
and whistles to this tour. It was lights, 
sound and us. 

CHURCH'S BIGGEST HOT COUNTRY SONGS 
RANK TITLE LABEL PEAK POS. PEAK DATE 

Drink in My Hand 

Springsteen 

EMI Nashville 1 (one week) 1/28/12 

2 EMI Nashville 1 (two weeks) 6/23/12 

Give Me Back My Hometown EMI Nashville 4 4/26/14 

!4 Talladega EMI Nashville 2 2/14/15 

:5 Like a Wrecking Ball 1 EMI Nashville 6 9/5/15 

Record Year EMI Nashville 2 8/13/16 

! 7 Love Your Love the Most I Capitol Nashville 

Capitol Nashville 

10 10/3/09 

8 Hell on the Heart 10 5/22/10 

9 Smoke a Little Smoke EMI Nashville 16 1/29/11 

10 Homeboy EMI Nashville 13 7/30/11 

i 11 The Only Way I Know (Jason Aldean With Luke Bryan &Eric Church) Broken Bow 5 2/2/13 

12 Creepin' EMI Nashville 10 12/29/12 

1 13 Guys Uke Me Capitot Nashville 17 7/14/07 

i 14 Raise 'Ern Up (Keith Urban Featuring Eric Church) Hit Red/Capitol Nashville 8 5/23/15 

; 15 How 'Bout You capitol Nashville 14 7/22/06 

16 Kill a Word (Eric Church Featuring Rhiannon Giddens) EMI Nashville 9 3/11/17 

17 T o Pink Lines Capitol Nashville 19 12/16/06 

. 18 The Outsiders EMI Nashville 6 11/9/13 

i 19 Uke Jesus Does EMI Nashville 13 6/8/13 

20 Mr. Misunderstood EMI Nashville 15 2/13/16 

: 21 Cold One EMI Nashville 20 8/30/14 

22 His Kind of Money (My Kind of Love) Capitol Nashville 45 6/21/08 

i 23 
1 

Round Here Buzz EMI Nashville 34 6/24/17 

24 A Man Who Was Gonna Die Young EMI Nashville 24 2/15/14 

I 25 That's Damn Rock & RoN EMI Nashville 43 6/21/14 

The ranking o, Church's Ingest hits on the Hot Country Songs chan is based on actual performance on the weekly tally through efe July 8 issue. Songs re ranked based 0.1311 verse point system, with 
weeks at No. I caning the greatest raw and weeks at lower ranks earning proportionately less. oue to changes in Chan methodology through the years, eras are molted to account for different Chan 
aunoyer rates during various periods. 
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BACKSTAGE PASS / Eric Church 
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Did you get any pushback from 
your label on how the album was 
released? 
There's a number of things that we've 
done that I think, if we had asked them 
or we had said, "What do you think?," we 
wouldn't have got a favorable response. 
That includes the surprise release ofMr. 
Misunderstood— which included the 
purchase of a pressing plant in Germany 
to get the album printed early and secretly 
shipped to members of the fan club. 

[Universal Music Group Nashville 
chairman/CEO] Mike Dungan at one 
point said, "This is not the way we would 
have released an Eric Church record, 
but we trust him." That's how this whole 
thing happened. I didn't need an album. I 
didn't want an album. We had just come 
off tour. I was going to take some time off. 
And then all of a sudden — barn! — this 
album fell out. 

It's part of the reason that I'm having 
a little bit of a harder time right now, 
just getting back to where I'm totally 
decompressed and back to where I can 
start thinking about music. 

CHIEF CARES: HOW A 
SUPERSTAR GIVES BACK 
Church's charity, funded by premium tickets, 
aids humanitarian work at home and abroad 

B
y late August 2014, Eric Church's status as one 
of country's superstars was secure. After the 

breakthrough of his 2011 album, Chief, his new 

release The Outsiders had reached No. 1 on the Top 

Country Albums chart; his latest single, "Cold One," 

had reached No. 21 on Hot Country Songs; and he had sold 

4.2 million albums to date, according to Nielsen Music. 

For Church, it was time to give back. On Aug. 21,2014, 

the singer and his wife, former music publisher Katherine 

Blasingame, announced the launch of their charity, Chief Cares, 

to support an array of humanitarian organizations in the United 

States and worldwide. 

Rather than incur the operating costs of a stand-alone 

charity, Chief Cares would be administered by the Community 

Foundation of Middle Tennessee, which has served Tennessee 

and Kentucky for the past 25 years. The foundation continues to 

field grant requests on behalf of Chief Cares. (Although Church 

is a native of North Carolina, he came to Tennessee to sign his 

first record deal in Nashville in 2005.) 

Church, who was raised in the Christian faith, is not a 

newcomer to philanthropy. For five years before founding Chief 

Cares, he and Blasingame had privately supported the Christian 

organization Genesis Global Ministries, whose initiatives 

Church and Blasingame (right) presented a Si million gift tothe 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation in Charlotte, N.C., in 2016. 

included delivering aid to Haiti, starting an orphanage in Nepal 

and supporting students in Sri Lanka. 

Chief Cares is funded by the sale of premium seats to 

Church's concerts. In addition to Genesis Global, it helps 

Mercy Multiplied, which assists disadvantaged young women; 

the Nashville Humane Association; the Mason G. Smoak 

Foundation, which promotes education and environmentalism; 

the Miller Harris Foundation, which helps children with asthma; 

and the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. 

Last October, the couple returned to Church's home state 

to attend the JDRF gala in Charlotte, which was honoring 

his parents, Ken and Rita Church. Dressed in a business suit 

and forgoing his ever-present sunglasses, Church was joined 

by his wife as he presented a check for $1 million to.IDRF, 

in honor of his mother and her battle with Type 1 diabetes. 

The gift, noted Church, was the largest donation to date by 

Chief Cares. -THOM DUFFY 

Thank you, Eric for one of the 

pi most unforgettable experiences 

in our 30 year run! 

1 You brought the house down. 
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BACKSTAGE PASS / Eric Church 

One of the songs that didn't make Mr. 
Misunderstood but has turned up on 
YouTube is "Old Testament Me." Why 
do you think that song resonates with 
so many people? 
As a husband and a dad, there's the 
New Testament, turn-the-other-cheek 
mentality, and then there's the Old 
Testament way of thinking, which is 
saying, "Hey, if you mess with me, you're 
going to get hurt." 
I think we carry both. 

You don't have to roll 
over and be weak. There's 
so much going on in the 
world, with the rise in 
terrorism and violence. I 
didn't like the way that I 
think a lot of people were 
portraying religion ... that 
it made you soft. You were 
weak. If they do something 
to you, you have to walk 
away. 

I'm conflicted, because 
I don't really believe that. 
I believe you still have 

to protect yourself and your family. I 
think many people feel the same way, 
especially in our country. When you get 
poked really hard, you're torn between 
your beliefs and how you should respond 
to that. I was thinking, too, about the 
bullying element, and all this extra-
parenting bullshit. I get the conflict, and 
that's what I was writing about. I get it. 
Especially being a parent with kids. 

Videos have 
increased the 

impact of Church's 
hits. From top: 

Stills from "Give 
Me Back My 
Hometown," 

"Springsteen" and 
"Drink in My Hand." 

Church's manager 
Peets (center), 
flanked by CMT 
Music Awards 
executive 
producer Michael 
Dempsey (left) 
and CMT senior 
vp music events 
and talent John 
Hamlin at the 
2015CMT Music 
Awards. 
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BACKSTAGE PASS / Eric Church 

Do you find parenting challenging? 
A 5-year-old and a 2-year-old are always 
going to have their challenges. But yeah, I 
do OK with it. They're with me on tour, and 
that is such a big thing, because I've been 
around long enough to see these artists that 
check out for periods of their life. I feel like 
it becomes harder for them to be a parent 
or to feel like they're in control of their life 
when they're checking in and checking out. 
So for me, as hard as it has been at 

times, logistically it's just something my 
wife and I have always decided we had 
to do. The Mr. Misunderstood album does 
not happen if my kids aren't out on the 
road with me or I don't have a relationship 
with them, because you can hear it in the 
album. Because that's a part of my life; 
it's really easy for me to walk out on that 
stage and feel pretty comfortable when I 
sing that stuff, because I've lived it. I've 
been there. I'm in it. 

Let's talk about the scalpers. You took 
a lot of tickets out of the hands of 
scalpers on this tour. Are you happy 
with the results? 

Rhiannon Giddens 
sang with Church 
at the 2016 CMA 
Awards, where 

Mr. Misunderstood 
won album of 

the year. 

I hate that scalping exists. I wish artists 
didn't have to [fight] it individually. I 
wish it was more collective. But I don't 
think it ever will be. The only way it'll 
ever be solved is if every person cares 
enough individually to make it incredibly 

hard to scalp tickets. And if everybody 
does that, it'll make it collectively harder. 
We're very happy with how our [anti-

scalping efforts] turned out, because we 
were able to look back and really dissect 
it. Did we keep every scalper out of the 
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BACKSTAGE PASS / Eric Church 

building? Hell no. But what we did do was 
we made it very hard for them to get the 
prime tickets. 

Do you think that by having 
reasonably low-priced tickets, you 
left too much money on the table? 
I don't want to charge $450. What we did, 
that the scalpers didn't think we would 
do, is stay vigilant on how to identify 
them, and then we would just cancel 
(their] tickets. We had no shame. 
By and large, I think it was a huge 

success. I'll be able to tell you at the next 
tour how much we've deterred them. But 
it won't change the way we're going to 
approach every tour: making sure that 
they're enemy No. 1, and with me they 
always will be. 

You closed this latest tour with two 
nights at Nashville's Bridgestone 
Arena that set an attendance record 
for the building. Now you're up in the 
mountains and chilling out. What's 
next for Eric Church? 
I've been thinking about that. I don't have 

answers yet. That's what I'm here to think 
about, honestly. 
When I left the final Nashville show, 

my manager told me to take some time 
to process everything. We just finished 
the tour with these two record-breaking 
shows, and there were fans in the audience 
holding signs that said, "Twenty-three 
shows this tour," "Ten shows this tour." 
Every night, they'll hand me scarves, 

American flag scarves [like those] in the 

On tou r, Church 

played songs from 

each of his five 

studio albums. 

Clockwise from 

top left: Sinners 

Like Me, Carolina, 

Chief, The 

Outsiders and 

Mr. Misunderstood. 

CHURCH'S TOP COUNTRY ALBUMS 

RANK TITLE 

Chief 

LABEL 

EMI Nashville 

PEAK POS. PEAK DATE 

I (two weeks) 8/12/11 

The Outsiders EMI Nashville 1 (three) 3/1/14 

Mr. Misunderstood EMI Nashville 2 11/28/15 

4 Carolina Capitol Nashville 4 4/11/09 

1 5 Caught Ni the Act: Live EMI Nashville 3 4/27/13 

6 Sinners Like Me Capitol Nashville 7 8/5/06 

The ranking ol Church's top albums is based on actual performance on Me weekly Top Country Atoms chart through the Ju ly 29 Issue. idles are ranted based on an inverse [pint SyStent With weeks at 
NO. 1. earning the greatest value and weeks at lower ranks earning proportionally less. Due to changes in chan methodology through the years. eras are weighted to account for different chal turnover 
rates during variais periods. 
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THANK YOU FOR A 
SOLD OUT SHOW 
IN GREENVILLE 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
SATUR Altz MAY 6 

we *) 
The Well would al like to thank our friends' 
Louis Messina an Messina Touring Group • 

John Peets and Field' g Logan with Q Prime South 
William Morris Entertainment • 
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JANUARY 19, 2 017 - SOLD OUT 
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BACKSTAGE PASS 

Church and Keith 
Urban (right) at 
the 2016 BMI 
Country Awards, 
where the two 
joined a tribute to 
Kenny Chesney. 

"Springsteen" video. I ended up wearing 
them. My entire dressing room's decorated 
with them. That final night of the tour in 
Nashville, the whole [audience] had gotten 
either American flag scarves or they had 
made American flags. And everybody 
in the place held them up. I didn't know 
about it. The fans had communicated all 
this among themselves. So it was just such 
an emotional thing to get to the end of the 
tour and to see these people, as a thank 
you to me, do something like that among 
19,000 people at Bridgestone Arena. It just 
was mind-blowing. 
We get in the dressing room [afterward], 

and John [Peets] is talking to me. "I just 
want you to know that I've never seen 
[anything like] this before," he says. He 
goes, "You need to go away and process 
this. You need to think about what it 
meant. What it means. What's next." 

I'm trying to figure out the answer to 
that question: Is there anything else that 
1 haven't done? And, more importantly, 
what do I want to do next? I currently 
have nothing. I'm still just trying to 
process everything. 0 
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ACROSS CANAD.1.!P 
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FOR "DELIVER' 
A GREAT 100 
ERIC CHURCH k 
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Linkin Park returnstothe Artist 100 

at No.4following the July 20 death of 

frontman Chester Bennington. (See 

pages 12 9 and 132 for details.) 

2W04 

AGO 

LAST 

WEE 

THIS 

WEE ARTIST IMPRINT/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 

0 1 el JAY-Z S. CARTER ENTERPRISES/ROC N41 LA, 1 3 

2 2 2 ED SHEERAN ATLANTIC/AG 1 154 

1 0  BRUNO MARS AILANTIC/AG 1 148 

RE-ENTRY 0 LINKIN PARK MACHINE SHOP/WARNER BROS. 1 27 

0 5 KENDRICK LAMAR TOPOLWA/AFTERMAIMANTIBSLOPE/IGA 1 131 

4 6 0 IMAGINE DRAGONS woomormiRmTERscomim I 128 

3 5 7 DJ KHALED VE THE BEST/EPIC 2 66 

0  9 SHAWN MENDES D I 128 

i64 9 JUSTIN BIEBER SCNOOLBOWRAYMOND BRAUNAXF JAM I 159 

59 0 0 FRENCH MONTANA COKE BOYS/BAD BOWEPIC 19 9  

17 gp 11 SELENA GOMEZ INTERSCOPEOCe 
2 136 

II (I) O SAM HUNT MCA NASHVILLE/11AM 
5 153 

10 12 0 CHARLIE PUTH OTTO/ATLANTIC/AG 
10 112 

52 0 0 COLDPLAY PARLOPFIONE/AILANTIC/AG 4 112 

9 14 

12 13 

o 

16 THE CHAINSMOKERS 

18 34 o 

DRAKE 1 160 YOUNG MONEY/CASH MONEY/REPUBLIC 

DISRUPTOR/COLUMBIA 

CHRIS STAPLETON MERCURY NASNYILLE/UMGN 

1 (16 

1 91 

MI11111111.11111111illeilliallilli 

16 16 1 149 ' THE WEEKND AD/REPUBLIC 

15 15 ' HALSEY ASTRALWERKS I 84 

20 DEMI LOVATO WEI1OUSE/ISLANOMOLLVW000 
3 85 

ZI. SAVAGE %AMMER GANG/EPIC 
8 16 

24 24 22 RIHANNA WESTBURY ROAD/ROC NATION 
2 156 

18 19 23 NIALL HORAN NEON NAZE/CAPITOL 11 40 

23 • 25 LUIS FONSI WARERSM. MUSIC LATINO/UMLE 
21 16 

22 0 26 DADDY YANKEE EL CARTEL/CAPITOL LATIN/UMLE 
19 14 

40 62 0  ZAC BROWN BAND SOUIMERN GROUND/ELEICTRA/AG 1 116 

25 0 29 CHILDISH GAMBINO GLASS/10TE 7 47 

27 31 0 LIL UZI VERT GENERATION NOW/ATLANTIC/AG 16 55 

8 27 30 CALVIN HARRIS M EYE/COLUMBIA 8  121 

29 26 3/ POST MALONE RE IC 2° 56 

20 25 32 MIGOS OMIT, CORRROU300/AG 1 41 

34 35 0 METAWCA BLACKENED 2 110 

28 29 34 ALESSIA CARA EP/IXE JAM 
12 98 

fra 

U 

128 Go to 811.1.80ARD.COM/812 for complete chart data Data for week of 08.05.2017 
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HOLDIN' MY OWN TOUR 

THANK YOU 
ERIC CHURCH 

SOLD OUT 
Saturday, February 25, 2017 

I • II • I 

PALACE 
OF AUBURN Hill 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

Louis Messina 

Messina Touring Group 

John Peets - Q Prime South 

Fielding Logan - Q Prime South 

Jay Williams - WME 

1111111110sma 
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Kid Rock 
Rocks On 
After the Republican 
announced a possible run 
for the U.S. Senate in his 
home state of Michigan, 
Kid Rock (above) re-enters 
the Billboard Artist 100 
at No. 62. (He reached 
a No. 5 high in March 
2015.) The rock/country 
singer-songwriter sports 
a 3e percent surge in 
overall activity, with digital 
song sales accounting 
for 69 percent of his 
chart points. He returns 
to the tally fueled by two 
new tracks: To-Dunk" 
bounds onto Flot Rock 
Songs at No. 9 and Hot 
Country Songs at No. 27 
with 16,000 first-week 
downloads sold, according 
to Nielsen Music, also 
good for a No. 31 start on 
Digital Song Sales. Rock 
also bows at No. 39 on 
Hot Rock Songs with the 
crunchier "Greatest Show 
on Earth" (6,000 sold). 
Re-entering at No. 4 on 

the Artist 100, Linkin Park 
surges by 957 percent in 
overall activity; frontman 
Chester Bennington 
died on July 20. Album 
sales mark the bands 
greatest points contributor 
(55 percent), followed 
by digital song sales 
(27 percent). The group led 
the list for the first time on 
June 10, when its album 
One More Light launched 
atop the Billboard 200 with 
111,000 equivalent album 
units. 
Meanwhile, Garth 

Brooks revisits the 
Artist 100 for the first time 
in four months (No. 90). 
Helping his momentum, 
current single "Ask Me 
How I Know" continues 
its ascent on the Country 
Airplay chart, where it 
pushes 22-21, up 11 percent 
to 11.6 million audience 
impressions. — Gary Trust 

ItS [AST THIÇ 

AGO ARTIST 1, PONT'DISTRIR.ITIMC I ABEL 

VISION 

CHART 

14 23 35 FUTURE M/FREEBANW/FISÉ 1 105 

42 0 36 EMINEM WEB/SHADY/AFTERMATH/INTERSCORE/IGA II 160 

33 0 

32 37 

37 MILEY CYRUS ,,,,, 15 67 

38 ADELE nicoLum. 1 124 

21 0 39 KATY PERRY CAPITOL I I" 

31 36 40 TWENTY ONE PILOTS FUELED BY RAMEN/AG 1 118 

39 42 CO KEITH URBAN NIT RED/CAPITOL NASNVILLE/WAGN 
8 121 

47 44 0 LUKE COMBS RIVER HOLGE/COLWABIA NASHVILLE/SUN I° 2° 

49 56 0 TRAVIS SCOTT GRAND HUSTLE/EPIC 5 71 

43 53 0 LADY ANTEBELLUM CAPITOL NASNVILLE/WAGN 6 44 

36 39 45 JAMES ARTHUR BIA 21 28 

62 0 0 GUCCI MANE GLIWOPATLANTIC/AG 6 41 

0 47 RADIOHEAD xi. 4 9 

40 46 48 BRETT YOUNG WAG 28 33 

RE-ENTRY 0 KIDZ BOP KIDS KIOZ BOP/RAZOR 8 TIE/CONCORD 
9 55 

- 38 50 KESHA MOUSE/RCA 38 2 

64 47 51 LIAM PAYNE a( ,, 47 II 

38 45 52 LADY GAGA STREA/ALINE/INTERSCOPE/IGA I 60 

46 54 
s 

53 JON PARDI CAPITOL NASIWILLE/WACW 3 40 

0 54 MAROON 5 222/INTERSCOPE/IGA 1 16° 

44 51 55 FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE 0,,,, 1 160 

55 67 0 TAYLOR SWIFT BIG MACNINE/BEALG 1 156 

56 0 57 ZEDD NTERSCOPE/IGA 17 48 

57 70 o THE BEATLES 5 32 
APPLE/CAPITOL/UWE 

--

0 Eff 59 QUAVO OMIT', CONTROL/MOTOWN/CAPITOL 
57  15 

54 68 0 MICHAEL JACKSON 
lo 

MO/EPIC 
25 128 

63 ED 6/ SZA TOP OAWG/RCA 16 6 

RE-ENTRY 0 KID ROCK TOP COG/BMG 5 14 

41 63 63 2 CHAINZ IRE REAL UNIVERSITWDEF JAM 6 8 

53 64 64 THOMAS RHETT VALORWORLG 2 129 

79 0 0 BEYONCE PARKWOOC/COLUMBIA 2 133 

61 it) 66 ARIANA GRANDE strum. 1 158 

51 61 67 KODAK BLACK ['Otte N OCAI2 
6 29 

60 69 48 BRYSON TILLER .. 3 81 

e 41 69 JULIA MICHAELS RE IC 
n 74 

0 74 0 JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE ,,c,, 5 B4 

allS. 

AGO 

66 

LAST 

WEEK 

73 

THIS 

WEEK ARTIST 

HARRY STYLES 

IMPRINT/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 

ERSKINE/COLUMBIA 

PEAK 

POS. 

7 

CIO,PT 

87 0 

. as 
M-

58 72 BLAKE SHELTON WARNER BROS NASHVILLE/MOAN I 160 

97 gle) 73 OLD DOMINION RCA NASHVILLE/WAN 
29 63 

74 e 74 MALUMA SONY MUSIC IATIN 
40 15 

71 78 0 CHRIS BROWN Rc,, I 154 

37 
1 

43 76 BTS 816 MIT ENTERTAIMENT/LOEN ENTERTAINMENT 8 41 

67 77 0 LUKE BRYAN CAPITOL NASHVILLE/MGR 
1 159 

77 75 o DYLAN SCOTT CURB 
75 

9 0 0 DUSTIN LYNCH BROKEN BOW/BBMG 22 22 

86 e 80 PLAYBOI CARTI AWGE/INTERSCOPENEA 76 8 

RE-ENTRY 0 SILVERSTEIN RISC 
81 2 

85 87 0 JASON ALDEAN MACON/BROKEN BOW/88MG I 151 

• 0 0 HAILEE STEINFELD REPUBLIC 
53 14 

72 81 84 BIG SEAN 4.0.0.0./OEF IMA 
2 102 

68 
I 

72 85 SHAKIRA SONT MUSIC LATIN/RCA 
14 45 

89 0 86 J. COLE CIRCAMVIUF/ROC NATION 
I 119 

30 84 87 PRINCE 11P6 
I 42 

78 .•.-._,. 79 88 J BALVIN CAPITOL LATIN/WALE 76 5 

RE-ENTRY 0  NICKI MINAJ 10UNG NONPUCAWI MONEY/REPUBLIC 2 149 

RE-ENTRY 0 GARTH BROOKS PEARL 7 30 

0 0  PORTUGAL. THE MAN ATLANTIC/AG 62 3 

75 40 92 CAMILA CABELLO STCOMERIC 
29 35 

98 0 CD MIDLAND BIG MACHINE/BRIG 713 5 

92 e.) 94 BILLY CURRINGTON MERCURY NASHVILLE/MGR 32 21 

94 95 0 COLE SWINDELL WARNER BROS. N ASN VILLE/WMN 18 134 

99 0 0 RASCAL FLATTS BIG MACHINE/BRIG IS 16 

NEW 0 CARDI B OIE KSR GROUP/ATLANTIC/AG 97 1 

RE-ENTRY 0 

90 89 99 

§1 86 100 

EAGLES 

KYGO ULTRA/RCA 

MAREN MORRIS COLUMBIA NAWIVIUF/SNN 

40 23 

15 40 D 

138 Go to 81L1.80ARD.COM/812 tor complete chart data Data for week 01 08.05.2017 
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ARTIST CERTIFICATION 
IMPRINT/DISTRIBLITING LABEL 

JAY-2 A 
S. CARTER ENTERPRKES/ROC NATION 

PEAK 
PUS 

S 0 
CHAR 

4:44 1 2 

KENDRICK LAMAR A 
TOR DA./AFTERMATN/INTERSCOPE/ILA 

DAMN. 1 14 

FRENCH MONTANA 
COKE BOES/BAO BOOM 

Jungle Rules 3 

4 DJ KHALED • Grateful 
HE THE BEST/EPIC 1 4 

0 s ILJALMIT GE „PIC Issa Album 
2 2 

, ED SHEERAN A Divide 
ATLANTIC/AG 

I 20 

IMAGINE DRAGONS Evolve 
6 7 KIDINAKORNER/INTERSCOPE/IGA 2 4 

9 8 SOUNDTRACK A Moana 
WALT DISNEY 

2 35 

13 0 MAUD • RIGHT IIAMIERCA American Teen 9 20 

II eau» MARS A ARAEOIC/AG 24K Magic 
2 35 

DRAKE More Life 
ro II VOUNG POKE/CASH RENEE/M.1BM 

„8 

8 CALVIN HARRIS Funk Way Bounces Vol. 1 
ny EYE/COMMA 

2 3 

12 11 2 CHAIN2 Pretty Girls Like Trap Music 
INE REAL LARBERSITEMEE URA 

2 5 

1, i 4 POST MALONE A Stoney 
REPUBLIC 

6 32 

0 COLDPLAY Kaleidoscope EP 
PARLOPHOME/ATI.ANEEMG 15 1 

O . Ctrl 
TOP DAWG/RCA 

3 6 

RE o ORKIN PARK 
MACHINE SHOP/WARMER BROS. One More Light 

, 8 

16 is MIGOS Culture 
QUALITY CONTRO4/300/AG 

, 28 

17 iii Liicy,N MENDES • Illuminate 2 43 

03 20 iMTiictlEliPraDirtA1114117/A41 Ramirton: An American Musical 3 95 

o 20 pgZe,EKND Iti Starboy 2 34 

Trolls 
09 22 VILLAUCIirEAM IC /11Ca 

3 43 

0  ele ,JMII MO N •  From A Room: Volume 1 2 II 

0 24 RADIOHEAD OK Computen OKNOTOK 1997 2017 23 3 

9 , o rizi ZAC BROWN BAND Welcome Home 2 10 
SOUTHERN GROUND/FLEKTRA/AG 

„ 26 HALSEY hopeless fountain kingdom 
ASTRALWERKS 

1 7 

RE o ORKIN PARK 0 VARNER BROS. [Hybrid Theory] 2 170 

26 28 óisiefgle,cloettli131CenCERS Memories...Do Not Open 
2 25 

29 29 A„rie.mcoceri piayboi Carti 12 14 

33 
0 OIRIS STAPLETON A 

AERCURY NASNVILLE/UMLN Traveller 
, 97 

JR 0 TRAVIS SCOTT A Birds In The Trap Sing lAcknight 
GRAM IIUSIWCFIC I 46 

NEW 0 KIM BOP KIDS Kidz Bop 35 
NW BOP/RAZOR 8 TIE/CONCORD 

32 1 

29 views 
22 YOUNG IICALEY/CASM MONEY/REPUBLIC I 64 

24 34 FUTURE • FUTURE 
AVEREURREDZ/EPIC 

1 22 

32 25 CHILDISH GAMBINO • Awaken, My Love! 
rAc01/41.ASSNOTE 

5 33 

8 36 LUKE COMBS This One's For You 
FIVER 1100SE/COOPABIA RASHAREE/Spiar 

5 7 

0 37 LOGIC Everybody 
VISIONARY/OFF JAM 

, 1, 

27 38 LORDE Melodrama 
LAVA/REPUBLIC 

, 5 

0 39 RUSS There's Really A Wolf 
DIEMON/RUSS MY WAY/COLUMBIA 

7 „ 

7 
" HARRY STYLES Harry Styles , 10 

9 4, KEITH URBAN A Ripcord 
HIT RED/CAPITGI.NASARALIOOAGN 4 63 

P r o UNKIN PARK A 
WARNER BROS. Meteora 

47 CAPITOL NA orvIllEMPAGA. Heart Break 
CD LADY ANTEBELLUM 4 6 

24 
BEAUTIFUL THUGGER GIRLS 

" rexjf!dxGx4TcleG  
8 5 

36 '' TWr.ENTY RIMEN/AS P I L °T S A  Blurryface I 114 

SILVERSTEIN Dead Reflection 
RISE 

46 i 

0 47 CHANCE THE RAPPER Coloring Book 
orANCE THE RAPPER 

8 62 

0 48 SAM HUNT A Montevallo 
MCA NASNVILLE/UMGM 3 143 

41 49 ttYSMITILLER,IJ  True To Self , 8 

40 5° . DeNKOCE2/AT K /AG Painting Pictures 
3 16 

1*51 THIS ARTIST [Earl r icAri. Title 
WEEK Yco, iwounmimmounw LABEL 

YEM 515.01 
POS. CHART 

O 0 SOUNDTRACK The Fate Of The Furious: The Album 
UNIVERSAL STUDIOS/ARTIST PARTNERS GROUP/ATLANUC/AG 10 14 

49 52 BRETT YOUNG Brett Young 
WAG 

18 23 

50 s3 RIHANNA Iti ANTI 
WESTBURY ROAO/ROC NATO. 

i 78 

46 54 BIG SEAN • I Decided. 
so.O.OJOEF ORA 

, 24 

0 Greatest Hits 
55 CARWOEASI1 ROwOrrtERSCOPEPOAE 

3 200 

44 56 FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE Dig Your Roots 
WAG 2 47 

57 SONIEMUCK GuardiansOfTheGalawYol.2:Axesome med. 2 
48 MARVEL/HOLLYWOOD 

4 23 

PERRY Witness sa I R AT,Y.. 1 6 

E The EmineM Show 59 mma° 
.13/AFIEREAATHANTERSCORE/ um r 

1 324 

0 Tigt?2,5,tierenlelte..(Eod kid, m.A.AJJ City 
2 247 

0 üi ED  A  x I 161 

4 Your Eyez Only el ü 2. IilliF1A?ViI.L.f.E/ROC NATION 
2 37 

6 63 pee Iti Cieatest HitS I II &111:1he Platinum Collection 
000 

48 83 

0 0 DRAKE A Take Care 
YOUNG MONEY/CASH ON 

, 229 

TAYLOR SWIFT Á 1989 
61 65 MG MACHINE/WAG 

ci 66 eRekoLICA A  Hardwired...To Self-Destruct , 35 

67 SHADWAFTERMATH/INIERSCOREAGA 
Cil EMINEM A Curtain Call: The Hits 1 350 

64 68 ace MARLEY AND TW WAILERS. Legend:Om Best Of... 
TUFT GONG/ISLAND/LUE 

5 479 

6, ,g3 JON PARDI California Sunrise 
CAPITOL NASHVILLE/UMGM 11 55 

2I  
0 9 COLUMBIA Something To Tell You 7 2 

69 11LTILWeKN D lk Beauty Behind The Madness , 99 

0 7, JAMES ARTHUR Back FroM The Edge 39 37 

73 ISIE BEATLES* Sgt. Pepper's Lonely HeartSOub Band 
APPLE/CAPITOL/UME 

I 202 

0 74 J. ,Ç2.1.!,,À“, NA,,./....??14 Forest Hills Drive „ 37 

0 0 KANE BROWN Kane Brown 
ZONE 4/RCA NASHVILLE/SUN 

it:, 33 

NEW 0 OH WONDER 
ISLAND/REPUBLIC Ultralife 

7, , 

67 77 ADELE I. 25 
A/COLUMBIA 1 87 

76 78 ZAC BROWN BAND Greatest Hits So Far... 
ROAR/SOUTHERN GR...D/ATLANTIC/AG 20 128 

isnis 0 VARIOUS ARTISTS Punk GOeS PON Vol. 7 
FEARLESS/CO.4E0RO 

7, , 

70 80 TEE GRIZZLEY My Moment 
w WAG 44 15 

e VARIOUS ARTISTS NOW 62 
62 el SONY MUSIC/UNIVERSAL/UME 

II II 

0 82 MARVsourtmoc,„ne .  Combos Of TheGalaxy:AxesomeMix Vd.I 1 104 

83 SOUNDTRACK Beauty And The Beast (2017) 
72 WALT DISNEY 

3 19 

66 84 VARIOUS mums NOW That'sWhat I Call CourtryVolume10 
SONY MUSIC/UNIVERSAL/UME 27 6 

71 85 MIKE MINE REVOLIMON Purple Rain ISoundtradil 
MPG/WARNER BROS./RHINO 1 120 

M A, JOURNEY Journey's Greatest Hits 
COLUMBIA/LEGACY ro 470 

EXO The War: The 4th Album 
SM. 

87 I 

79 88 THE CHAINSMOKERS A Collage (Er) 
DISRUPTOR/COLUMBIA 

6 37 

84 89 BRYSON TILLER A TRAPSOUL 
TRAPSOUL/RCA 

8 95 

0 90 t,I,NerNA GRANDE A Dangerous Woman 
2 61 

90 THOMAS RHETT A Tangled Up 
a VALORY/BMIG 

6 95 

51 92 tOTIC,M,,e,5,1,(,oely diver:Music From The Motion Picture 27 4 

87 93 JUSTIN BIEBER A Purpose 
SCHOOLBOY/RAYMOND BRAUN/OFF JAM 

2 u 

CA 94 "Fiej..pcjeco A Death Of A Bachelor 2 79 

90 95 BRUNO MARS A 000-Wops & Hooligans 
NEKTRA/AG 

3 333 

91 9, (OR1duA8Il1EVTVALO OnichlIr20Greatst Hit 
FANTASY/CONCORD 

22 324 

FREE 6LACK 
0 97 emamememscomoss 

34 31 

89 98 KANYE WEST A The Life Of Pablo 
G.O.0.0»EA JAM I 67 

79 99 FUTURE HNDRXX 
AVEREURREDZ/EPIC 

I 21 

8, i 00 IMAGINE DRAGONS A Night Visions 
KIDINAKORMER/INTERSCGRE/IGA 

2 281 

Linkin Park 
Saluted 
Four of Linkin Patio's 
albums return to the 

ranking as fans remember 

the group's late singer, 

Chester Bennington, who 
died July 20. 

Linkin Parks most recent 

studio effort, the former 

No. 1 One More Light, re-
enters at No. 17 with 23,000 
equivalent album units 

earned in the week ending 

July 2 0 (up 461 percent). 

The album sold 18,000 in 

traditional album sales (up 

730 percent). One More 
Light bowed at No. 1 on the 
June 10 chart, marking the 

act 's sixth leader. 

Though the new chart 

reflects the week ending 
July 20, and therefore less 
than 24 hours of impact 

following Bennington's 

death, there was still a 

sizable increase of sales 

activity related to the 

group's catalog. 

The band's debut, 2000's 

No. 2-peaking Hybrid 
Theory, returns to the tally 

at No, 27 with 15,0 0 0 units 

(up 279 percent) and 8,000 
copies sold (up 312 percent). 

The group's second 

studio album (and first 

No. 1), 2003's Meteora, 
returns to the list at 

No. 42 with 11,000 units 

(up 347 percent). The set 

sold 5,000 copies (up 

533 percent). 

Lastly, 2007 No. 1 Minutes 

to Midnight re-enters at 
No. 115 with 6,000 units 
earned (up 310 percent) 

and 2,000 copies sold (up 

624 percent). 

In total, in the week 

ending July 20, Linkin 

Park's album sales grew 

551 percent (from 6,000 

to 38,000 sold), its song 

sales increased 706 percent 

(from 13,0 0 0 to 103,000) 

and its on -demand streams 

(audio and video combined) 

rose 164 percent (from 

17 million to 45 million). 

—Keith Caulfield 

132 Go to BILLBOARD.CONI/BIZ tor complete chart data Data for week of 08.05.2017 
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88 

ARTIST CERTIFICATION 

WIPRINT/MSTRIBUTINO LABEL 

LIL UZI VERT • Lil Uzi Vert Vs. The World 37 60 
CENFRATIONNOW/ATIA.C/A4 

Title EMI 
digital druglOrd 

CD 1°' EtR15A15/1AirRAIO1,1 MAW 14 13 

100 1n3 ec(?2,52eK e Suede Squad: The Album 1 so 

94 ''' g(tige,fReelenii. Sremmlife 2 4 49 

ATLANTIC/AG Woodstock e CD PORTUGAL. THE MAN 32 5 

10, ,,,, FLEETWOOD MAC e Rumours 
WARNER BROS./RHINO 

, 23, 

CD TVAIR3 Nt Sounds From The Other Side 107 I 

NAV 
118 (:) ,,,,,/,,,t,«K 24 21 

93 1,9 GU‘MAItEG Droptopwop 

GRJ*ABIUCft) 

12 8 

C) LANA DEL REY A Born To Die 
PORYBOR/ROCRSCOPCOGA 

2 285 

116 CD i,e,P,de: "SES A  Greatest Hits 
3 408 

103 „, HALSEY A Badlands 
ASTRALWERRS 

2 " 

96 55 5 - TWO( ENTACION Revenge 
SAC VIBES FOREVERMARRE RECORDINGS 

44 io 

, , YEN LUCCI Long Live Nut 
112 neAl RSA SABOENIBRUER mos. 

27 16 

pr CD UNKIN PARK A  Minutes To Midnight 
MACReAl SIIORNIBRXER MOS. 

mi 11, TWENTY ONE PILOTS A Vessel 
mu BY RAMEN/AG 

Kill The Lights 
121 ,17 Teo! MBASHVellEI/UAIGN I 102 

„25 its METALLICA 4:› Metallica 
BLACRENED/WARNER BROS. 1 440 

1,9 it.) FUTURE A 1152 
A I/FREEBANDZ/EPIC 

1 tos 

ED 120 ,"1,4›,,,,, ,i,f,,,,,,,îivt,JR'r,e,,,Feáding This It's Too Late 1 128 

123 in DRAKE A Nothing Was The Same 
YOUNG MOSEY/CASH MONEY/REPUBLIC 

ID 122 rhYrt9tPff359124dRiEwirg bloom 
8 10 

9, Ill NICKELBACK Feed The Machine 
NICRELBACK II/BMG 

5 5 

199 124 THE LUM1NEERS • Cleopatra 
DUALTONE 1 67 

106 125 BEYONCE A  Lemonade 
PARRWOOD/COLUMBIA 1 65 

124 126 JASON ALDEAN They Don't Know 
.CON/BROREN BOW/BBMG 

1 45 

0 CD III GARTH BROOKS e The Ultimate Hits 
PEARL 3 136 

104 128 SHAKIRA El Dorado 
SONY MUSIC LATIN 15 8 

11, 129 EM1R3, 1,11?,,CL G,,,,, GTTAitGoin Thru The 8400005 
28 27 

148 e TH E SEAJLES 4 , Abbey Road 1 225 

120 iu LIL UZI VERT The Perfect LUV Tape 
...ERATIONNOW/IOURO.CMG 

55 49 

MIER MOS. Dua Lipa ID 0 OUA LIPA 86 3 

0 .33 FLVE,ITI,P,N.°) Mothership 7 223 

t37 e THE NOTORIOUS B.I.G. Greatest Hits 1 90 

0 ,„ c.,,mvA,t,mETRO BOOMIN •  Savage Mode ri 53 

12, t" KEVIN GATES A Isiah 
MEAD WINNERS' ASSOCIATION/ATLANTIC/AG 

2 77 

12, ,,, LIL YACNTY Teenage Emotions 
OORSIIV COROROLOBOTOWM/Cale01. 

5 8 

156 0 ti igillt 21 1 335 

RECONO COMPANY TEN/EPIC S° Good e 0  ZARA LARSSON • 26 18 

0 e DR. DRE A Dr. Dre — 2001 
AFTERMATH/INTERSCOPE/UNIE 

2 1,0 

10, t4i MAREN MORRIS • Hero 
COLUMBIA NASHVILLE/SUN 

5 59 

13S 143 1,4rIteC,FeeBC)RNE Pawn shop 17 20 

,82 443 Fj.,.I7RIDA GEORGIA LINE A Here's To Me Good RIM 
4 232 

330 444 COLE SWINDELL • You Should Be Here 
WARNER BROS NIORIBRII/W.01 

6 61 

129 448 CHARLIE Punt A Nine Track Mind 
ARTIST PARTNERSGROUP/ATI.ANTIC/AG 

6 74 

Q 144 BOYS DNONICT °WEAN Blonde 1 48 

ISLAND Handwritten Q 0 SHAWN MENDES A 1 114 

RE e MICHAE1 JACKSON EPIC/LEGACY A The Essential Michael laduon 46 204 

74 149 STONE SOUR Hydrograd 
ROADRUNNER/AG 

8 3 

RE 0 FOREIGNER ATLANTIC/RHINO 40, Forty Hits From Forty Years - 1977-2017 108 2 

WI 8115 ARTIST CERTIFICATION Title 
MR WEER IMPRINT/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 

PLIE ' 1111 

laa 151 !en. The Click 61 6 

MICHAEL JACKSON° •  Thriller 
t64 EPIC/LEGACY 0 

1 298 

134 191 CrPeoPe 0  1 1 282 

, TM PETTY AND THE HEARTBREAKERS. Greatest Hfts 
143 1'4 MCA/ UNIE 5 229 

143 ,,,,, BRUNO MARS A Unorthodox Jukebox 
ATLANTIC/AG 

I 181 

ED Recovery  19' !EIVIStelleFTERMATN/INTERSCMAGA 

159 0  SAM  Ta A In The Lonely Hour 2 182 

CRIGNAL BROADWAY CAST RECORDNG Dear Evan Hansen 
AUTUMN SMILE BROADWAY LIMITED LIABILITY/ATLANTIC/AG 

8 19 

- LUKE BRYAN A Crash My Party 160  g , , cam°. NASHVILLE/UNGN 

132 " Meet Leviffs.+r  The Weight 0f These Wings 
3 " 

im BLAKE SHELTON • If I'm Honest 
141 WARNER BROS. NASHVILLE/WMN 

3 61 

197 0 P3ARRW°01.g Beyonce LUMBIA I 179 

0 .63 SIA This Is Acting 
MUSSER PUZZU/Elk 

4 22 

155 164 RED NOT CHILI PEPPERS A Greatest Hits 
WARNER BROS. 

'69 GORILLAZ Humanz 
151 PARLOPHONE/WARNER BROS. 

18 

2 

139 

12 

Q '66 'Eule MCGRAW 35 Biggest Hits 42 78 

144 '67 SOUNDTRACK Sing 
UNIVERSAL STUDIOS/ILLUMINATION/REPUBLIC 8 32  

Q 168 STRErMrL5ItlEtIIVE/CHERRYTREEANTERSC AGA The Fame 2 196 

373 jo EAGLES e Their Greatest Hits 1971-1975 
ASYLUWELERTRA/RHINO 

1 220 

09 170 MELANIE MARTINEZ A Cry Baby 
ATLANTIC/AG 

6 ,o, 

m  in JASON KULL AND THE 400 UNIT The Nashille Sound 
SOUTNEASTERN/THIRTY TIGERS 

4 5 

08 372 TREY SONGZ Tremaine The Album 
IOIANOCMG 

3 12 

180 0  CNN MAYER The Search For Everything 2 14  

149 17, IMAGINE DRAGONS A 9110Ke • Mirrors 
RIDINAKORNER/INTERSCOPE/IGA 

1 76 

CI IP Q 171 Nevermind 
POP,tGIC,GEFFEN/UME 

1 320 

Q in, CMLNO114 GAMBINO • Because The Internet 7 130 

174 177 KENDRICK LAMAR A To Pimp A Butterfly 
TOP DAWG/AFTERMATWINTERSCLI,E/IGA 1 117 

0 '78 EICINEe A... Te.P,,lehall Mathers LP 2 
WE 

1 177 

NEW e wiLLMM CONTROL Revelations The Red (EP) 
CONTROL 

179 i 

NEW e EAGLES Their Greatest Hits: Volumes 1 & 2 
ASYLUM/WARNER STRATEGIC MARKETING/RHINO 180 I 

NEW 0 KIRSTIN RCA L 0 V E (EP) 181 I 

s, A BOOGIE WIT DA HOODIE Artist Q i ___  HIGHBRIDGE THE LABEL/AG 
70 41 

Q 183 e,,e1.1' CARA à Know-lt•All 9 88 

When 0 .84 E-AZY/RVG/BPG/RCA It's Dark Out 5 85 

pr 0 DYLAN SCOTT Dylan Scott 
CURB 

45 2 

179 i,,, AC/DC e Back In Black 
COLUMBIA/LEGACY 4 297 

Q is, feeFGE-NA • 5 216 

,,,- /1./.) PINK FLOYD • The Dark Side Of The Moon 
Res FLOYD/LEGACY 

I 931 

122 ,s, DIERKS BENTLEY • Black 
COITOS NASHVILLE/MGR 

2 58 

172 ,,, SOUNDTRACK • Fifty Shades Darker 
UNIVERSAL STUDIOS/REPUBLIC 

, 23 

184 ELTON JOHN A Rocket Man: Number Ones 
CIIRONICLES/ROCRET/ISLAND/MERCURY/UME 

9 82 

MURA NASA Mura Masa 
ANCHOR PLINT/POLVDOR/DOWNTOWN/GEFFEN/IGA 192 1 

116 393 FC!,5,,M9, 1.• Mr. Misunderstood 2 89 

e i94 C RE,V.utE,EKND A Trilogy 4 174 

FIF 0 FLEETWOOD MACA Greatest Hits 
WARNER BROS. 14 137 

0 .96 LnET,CVAP A  Fetty Wap I 93 

FIF 0 ENE LUMINEERS A The Lumineers 
DINCONE 

2 130 

0 09 IRtfelE .Uusla Hozier 2 133 

17,  NicKY JAM Fenix 
LA INDUSTRIA/SONT MK WIN 

28 24 

0 2" 1A3C IE(EFILMOUNISeE A /CASIIPROgIRCRU°Be Alive I 94 

nut NW ITCH rruouo 61.11U O 
JAY-Z 

4:44 

4:44 
lAY-Z's 4:44 notches a second week at No. 1 

on the Billboard 200 as the LP earned 87,000 

equivalent album units in the week ending 

July 20, according to Nielsen Music. The 

release bowed atop the tally with 262,000 

units. JAY-Z now has a cumulative total of 

25 weeks at No. 1 with his 14 chart-topping 

albums. The only rap artist with more weeks in 

the penthouse during the 61-year history of the 

Billboard 200 is Emlnem, with 31 total weeks 

atoo the list —K .C. 

e ZAC BROWN BAND 

Welcome 

Home 

The title rises 98-25 with 

16,000 units earned (up 

139 percent) and 13,000 copies 
sold (up 212 percent), thanks 

to continued gains tallied by a 

concert ticket/album bundle 
sale redemption promotion. 

The Nigerian singer-songwriter 

(who co-wrote and is featured 
on Drake's "One Dance") arrives 

with his RCA debut (6,000 

units; 3,000 sold). The Afrobeat-
influenced set also starts at No. 2 

on the World Albums chart. 
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CONGRATULATIONS ERIC CHURCH 
ON YOUR RECORD BREAKING TOUR 

WE CAN'T WAIT TILL YOU 
VISIT US AGAIN... 

Allstate 

THE ALLSTATE ARENA 
WANTS TO THANK: 

ERIC CHURCH 

LOUIS MESSINA AND MTG. 
lektrib."*>tile 

Q PRIME sottrirki -s e; 

WILLIAM MORRIS ENTERTAINMENT 

AEG #r7, (4‘,1!) 
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Mars' 
Magic 
Moves 
1M 
Bruno Mars scores his 
third million-selling album 
as 24K Magic motored 

past the million mark in 

the week ending July 20, 
according to Nielsen Music. 

The set, which arrived last 

November, sold another 
11,000 copies in the latest 

tracking frame (moving 

10-13 on Top Album Sales), 
bringing its to-date sales 

sum to 1.01 million. 

24K Magic follows 
Mars' two earlier kill-
length studio sets: 2013 

sophomore set Unorthodox 
Jukebox (2.6 million sold) 

and 2010 debut Doo-Wops 
& Hooligans (2.6 million). 

(Earlier in 2010. Mars 

issued the introductory 
digital EP It's Better If You 

Don't Understand, which 

has sold 27,000.) 
24K Magic reached 

1 million sold after 34 

weeks, while Unorthodox 
took 13 and 000-VVops did 

it in 32. 

The new album continues 
to find success with its 

singles, as "Versace on the 

Floor" climbs 57-47 on the 
Aug. 5 Billboard Hot 100. 

It if hits the top 40, which 
seems likely, it will grant 

Mars his third top 40 hit 

from 24K Magic and his 
18th overall. 

Elsewhere on Top Album 

Sales, the new Kidz Bop 
35 bows at No. 8 with 

13,000 copies sold. On the 

Billboard 200, it launches 
at No. 32, granting the 

long-running series its 34th 

top 40 set. (Every title in 
the main, numbered Ki& 

Bop series, from Kidz Bop 
2 through Kidz Bop 35, has 

reached the top 40.) 

Kidz Bop Kids' total 
album sales, counting 

the main series as well 

as its various genre' 

specific spinoffs, stand at 
173 million. 

—Keith Caulfield 
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TOP ALBUM SALES TM 
ARTIST CERTIFICATION 
INPRINT/LISERIBUTING LABEL 

Title 

?wks 
JAY-2 A 
S. CARTER onERMISES/ROC II•11011 

4:44 2 

LINKIN PARK 
MACHINE SHOP/WARNER BROS. 

One More Light 

KENDRICK LAMAR A 
TOP DAWG/AFTERMATH/INTERSCOPE/IGA 

DAMN. 

FRENCH MONTANA Jungle Rules 
CORE BOVS/BAO BOY/EPIC 

5 RADIOHEAD OK Computer: OKNOTOK 1997 2017 
XL 

3 

NEW 0 00LDPLAY Kaleidoscope EP 
PARI.O.NONE/ATLANTIC/AG 

1  

0 ..A,ege,c,,,r1rie/AG Welcome Home 10 

NEW 0 KIDZ BOP KIDS NW BOP/RAZOR 8 TLF/CONCONO Kidz Bop 35 
i 

SOUNDTRACK A Moana 
6 9 WALT DISNEY 

34 

11 o 2IRIM ,TIPE:Bel,O, From A Room: Volume I it 

5 II IMAGINE DRAGONS Evolve 
KID INAKORNER/INTERSCOPE/IGA 

4 

0 12 ,tirC lig RAN à  Divide 20 

BRUNO MARS A 24K Magic 
ATLANTIC/AL 

34 

o SILVERSTEIN Dead Reflection 
RISE 

1 

SO HOMO Guardians Wile Calary,Vol.2: Awesome Ila Ild.2 
12 IMRVEL/HOLLYWOOD 

13 

13 SOUNDTRACK A Trolls 
VILLA 40/DREAMWORKS/RCA 

42 

Pr o LINKIN PARK. ¡Hybrid Theory) 
MARNER BROS. 

162 

23 0 FCC, ,e,C,,T,„º" A  Traveller 
67 

LADY ANTEBELLUM Fteart Break 
19 ,, CAPITOL NASHVILLE/UMGN 

6 

56 '''' SON Y riee Nil t rEe3Ts eiCE NOW 62 
n 

2., -,,, guitoliEstanTARA Harrilbn:AnArrerionilted 
HAMILTON UPTOWN/ATLANTIC/AG 

94 

0 ? 2 1r U,N F71,,,e,,+.eGuardÉns (MTh Calm: Awesome Ila Vd. I 141 

„ „ VIRIONSARTISTS NOW Than 9fid I Cal DasolOYdnel0 
',NV MUSIC/UNIVERSAL/UME 

6 

e) ,,, lEyeL. l CA A liardwired—To Self-Destruct 34 

14 25 e.,i,iAg(i,,,,lellirim: th Sit ROM The 13011 50983189 

CEwnJ21 

4 

76 15E BEA1113. Sgt.Pepper's LendyHeartsOuh Band 
OPPLE/CAPIT./UME 

25 

0 ,, eSAVe GE .,,, Issa Album 2 

14 „ WKHALED • Grateful 
THE BEST/EPIC 

4 

NEW 0 OH WONDER 1St ANI,PEPUBLIC Ultralife 1 

30 PRINCEANDTHEREMMON. PurpleRan(Scundtrackl 
PPG/WARNER BROS., RHINO 

55 

NE33 0 VARIOUSARTISTS Punk Goes Pop, Vol.] 
FEARLESS/CONCORD 

1 

RE o LINKIN PARKA 
MRNERBK, Meteora 30.8 

33 HARRY STYLES Harry Styles 
ERSKINE/COLUMBIA 

10 

NEW 40 EXO s. The War: The 4th Album i 

26 35 NICKELBACK Feed The Machine 
NCKELBACK Il/BUG 

5 

, 36 WKE COMBS This One's For You 
MAR HOUSE/COLUMBIA NASLIVN.LE/WN 

7 

0 0 GARTH BROOKS e The Ultimate HII5 
MaRl. 

149 

co 38 ,ee lea Something To Tell You 
WSA 

2 

2CHAINZ Pretty Girls Like Trap Music 
11* KU UNIVERSITIMF JAM 

5 

33 „ KEITH URBAN A Ripcord 
lirtRIO/Cale01...sSmIllegelGt. 

62 

O YAWATA CONTROL Revelations The Red (EP) 
COmor 

3 

27 42 LORDE melodrama 
LAVA/REPUBLIC 

5 

0 42 mu PERRY Witness 6 

24 44 STONE SOUR Hydrograd 
ROADRUNNER/AG 

3 

, 45 SOUNDTRACK Beauty And The Beast (2017) 
T DISNEY 

19 

NEw Q KIRSTIN L 0 V E (EP) 
ININF RCA 

i 

3, 47 JASON ISBELL ANDTHE 400 UNR The Nashdlle Sound 
SOUTHEASTERN/THIRTY TIGERS 

5 

36 4, SZA Ctrl 
TOP DAWG/RCA 

6 

3, 43 BEYONCE A Lemonade 
PARKWOOD/COLUMBIA 

64 

3, 30 METALLICA e Metal lica 
BLACKENED/WARNER BROS. 

409 

HEATSEEKERS ALBUMST" 
LAM 

WELK 

NEW 

WELK 

o 
ARTIST CERTIFICATION 
RAVI/MI lUi,11/1131,11N1, LABEL 

W1 WILLIAM CONTROL 
CONTROL 

Title 

Revelations The Red ((P) 

WILL UN 
L. HARI 

NEW 0 KIRSTIN L 0 V E (ER) 
RCA 

1 

NEW 0 WAXAHATCHEE Out In The Storm 
MERGE 

1 

NEW 0 OFFA REX The Queen Of Hearts 
NONESUCH/WARNER BROS. 

1 

NEW 0 WIZKID Sounds From The Other Side 
STARBOVITCA 

1 

NEW 0 MITCHELL TENPENNy Linden Ave (EP) 
RISER NoususouuDtv 

1 

NEw drli DALEYMUSIC/BMG DALEY The Spectrum 
‘1111  

1 

0 s SUBURRAN COWBO'Slielni Oust Bowl: American Storks 5 

NEW 0 JAPANESE BREAKFAST Soft Sounds From Another Planet 
DEAD OCEANS 

1 

NEW 0 DREAM MACHINE The Illusion 
TIM CITY/CASTLE BAC[ 

i 

NEW 0 DAYSEEKER Dreaming Is SinidngAlanng Is Rising 
SPINEFARM 

3 

0 12 urng ttembArtmrEt 1-MR11SM-flee eel' Me" 2 

NEW 0 MURA MASA Mura Masa 
ANCHOR POINT/POLYDOR/D T FFEN/nek 

i 

NEW 0 BORIS Dear 
SARGENT MOUSE 

i 

NEW 0 SONSOFSERENDIP Life • Love 
satls Of SERENDIP 

1 

NEW 0 PSYCHIC TEMPLE IV 
AWFUL NOISE 

3 

NEW 0 IOSSEIS. MARL Whitores:Cahig&SoodiglbsiFor Dogs 
WHOLETONES/BARTON PUBLISHING 

1 

NEW 0 ARTTAVIANGIIAR MAJORHITRRCORDS BuddhaLoungerbill,NesvAge(EP) 1 

NEW 0 ETERNAL BOY Awkward Phase 
ETERNAL BOY 

i 

NEW 0 ISITEGRiTY Holing, For the Nightmare Shall Consume 
ELAPSE 

1 

NEW 0 THE GOSPEL YOUTH Always Lose 
RISE 

1 

NEW 0 ROVAKNATIOMINPHONYORCHESTRA 911KarIccHtforme.. 
loAsEr 

i 

NEW 0 OIARLES LLOYD NEW QUARTET Passin' Thru 
BLUE NOTE 

i 

0 0  Ela GRETA Wm FLEET Black SmOkeRisinglEN 4 
LAV A/REPUBUC 

KARD KARD1st Mini Album: Hola Hola (EP) 
NEW da DSP MEDIA/LOPENTERTAINMENT W . N  

1 

VINYL ALBUMSTm 
LASE 
:au 

0 

THIS ARTIST curnricKri. Title 
am IMPRINT/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 

0 #1 RADIOHEAD OK Computer: OKNOTOK1997 2017 2 
¿MS 

NEw 0 KENDRICK LAMAR A DAMN. 
TOP DAwG/AFilmarIVINTERSCOM/Ke. 

1 

0 
0 MILES DAVIS A COLUMBIA/LEGACY Kind Of Blue in 

4 TIE BEATU3. Sgt.Pepper's Lonely Hearts Chb Band 
APPLE/CAPIT./UME 

67 

NEW O 0 WAXAHATCHEE ut In The Storm 
MERGE 

i 

0 LigitE,itPit 4> Abbey Road 247 

" 0 KOCIRICK LAMAR A good kid, m.A.A.d city 
TOP DAWG/AFTERMATH/INTERSCOPE/IGA 

41 

NEW 
8 Mir1101•0EVOU111111. PgieRain(Sanbad 

NPL/WARNER BROS./RHINO 
41 

0 ETERNAL BOY Awkward Phase 
ETERNAL BOY 

i 

16 0 PINK FLOYD. The Dark Side Of The Moon 
PINK FLOYD/LEGACY 

32 

NEW 0 SLOVAK ILITIOINIMMINKKHEITRA q1K1P111.e0 Of TIN ... 
IAM3BIT 

lifik  

I NEW 0 SILVERSTEIN Dead Reflection 
RISE 

0 
0 AMY WIN EHOUSE A Back To Black 

REPUBLIC 
124 

0 
0 THE LUMINEERS A The Lumineers 

DUALTONE 
34 

NEw 0 MIABAll PALACES Civazarz Born On A Gangster Star 
SUB POP 

i 

NEw 
411 
0 TAKING BACK SUNDAY. Louder Now 

WARNER BROS. 
1 

EPIC/LEGACY Thriller CI MICHAEL JACKSON 41 44 

0 
sounnua A Wardens (MTh Calm: Avesonella Yd. I 
MARV.0D 0 EL/HI/M 

92 

12 0 FLEET FOXES Crack-Up 
NONESUCH/WARNER BROS. 

5 

0 
0 MOO MARLEY AND THE WAILERSe Legend 

Tarr GONG/ISLAND/UME 
132 

is 0 HARRY STYLES Harry Styles 
ERSKINE/COLUMBIA 

10 

0 
n  FLEETWOOD MAC. 

WARNER BROS./RHINO Rumours 
67 

NEW 0 ERIC CHURCH A Carolina 
CART. NASNuLLU/UPAGN 

3 

NEw 
0 

0 91ABAllPALACI3 Quazarivslhe Jealous Madtine 
SUB POP 

i 

artaNTICMG Divide 0 ED SHEERAN A is 

MIASMA» 

4e.)4t41 
-;„1 

Vinyl 
Sales: 
More 
Than 'OK' 
At No. on the Vinyl 

Albums chart, Radioheads 

reissue of OK Computer 

(dubbed OKNOTOK 1997 

2077) continues to profit 

from its vinyl release on 

July 7 (following its CD/ 

digital debut on June 23). 

The vinyl edition is available 

as a standard $40 triple-LP, 

as well as a $175 box set 

with the triple-LP, artwork, 

a sketchbook and even a 

cassette tape with demo 

recordings. Combined, the 

various versions of the 

vinyl set sold a little over 

12,000 copies in the week 

ending July 20, according 

to Nielsen Music — the 

largest week for a vinyl 

album since October 

2016. The last larger sales 

week was registered in the 

frame ending Oct. 6, 2016, 

when Rad iohead's A Moon 

Shaped Pool sold 19,000 
and Bonlver's 22, A Million 

shifted a little over 12,000. 

Meanwhile, two Kendrick 

Lamar albums pop into the 
top 10, as his most recent 

effort, DAMN., debuts 

at No. 2 while good kid, 

m.A.A.d. city floats in for a 

re-entry at No. 7 

DAMN. arrived as a vinyl 

LP on July 14, three months 

after the set was first 

released (as both a CD and 

digital download). In its 

first week on vinyl, it sold 

5,000 copies. As for good 

kid, the album returns to 

the list with 1,000 sold (up 

163 percent), thanks to sale 

pricing at Amazon. 

Amazon also boosts 

MI.. Devil Kind of Blue, 

which returns to its chart 

high of No. 3 with 2,000 

sold (up 77 percent). —K.C. 

136 Go to BILLBOARD.COM/BIZ tor complete chart data Data for week 01 08.05.2017 

WorldRadioHistory



201 E. Jefferson Ave Phoenix, AZ 85004 
talkingstickresortarena.com 

'MP 

\\. 

ERIC CHURCH 
AND MESSINA TOURING GROUP 

ON A 

RECORD YEAR 

e DOWNTOW 

—  , 

Ill Vie. manaim 
OM II REF • , ••- - • 

- 
rr, • 

• • . 
• . _ 

- - . • _ _ 

• 
.111 

é• 

•. • • 

_ 

For booking information contact Sarah Schock 1 602-379-2075 1 sschock@suns.com 
WorldRadioHistory



`Back' 
Blasts In 
At No.1 
Louis Tomlinson (below) 
starts e No. Ion the 
Billboard f- Twitter Top 

Tracks chart with "Back 

to You (featuring Bebe 
Rexha and Digital Farm 

Animals) after the songs 

July 21 release. The rollout 
also included the tune's 

official music video, which 

has raced to more than 
8.5 million global plays on 

YouTube through July 25. 

With the song's 
coronation, Tomlinson 

becomes the fifth and final 

member of One Direction 

to top the chart as a soloist. 

Niall Horan, Liam Payne 
and Harry Styles each 
reached No.1 once, with 

This Town; Strip That 
Down" and "Sign of the 

Times," respectively, while 

Zayn Malik has clocked 
five leading titles. 

Also in the top 10, K-pop 

group NU'EST earns its 
first Top Tracks hit as "Look 

(A Starlight Night)" bows 

at No. 1 The boy band 
tweeted a link to a remix 

of the track on July 21, and 
the video has climbed to 

468,000 worldwide views 

on YouTube. 
Meanwhile, Chance the 

Rapper collects his 17th 

entry on Top Tracks as 
'Big B's" (featuring Young 

Thug) debuts at No. 25. 

The artist released the track 
on July 14 before replacing 

it with a New MASTERED, 

LOUDER, DIG SASSIER 
version" as announced in 

a tweet five days later. The 

tune has earned more than 

4.3 million plays worldwide 
through July 25. Notably, 

"Big 13's" was released 
exclusively on Soundaoud 

soon after Chance 
tweeted, "I'm working on 

the SoundCloud thing," 

and "@SoundCloud is here 
to stay" on July 13 and 14, 

respectively, amid rumors 

of the streaming services 
impending shutdown. 

—Trevor Anderson 
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billboard •  TOP TRACKSTe 
TITLE Artist 

n 0 PRAYING Kes ha 3 

3 SORRY NOT SORRY Beni Lovato 2 

0 0 SPRING DAY BIS 13 

RE 0 HEAVY Linkin Park Feat. Kiiara 6 

0 6 FETISH Selena GoMeZ Feat. Gucci Mane 2 

NEW 0 LOOK (A STARLIGHT NIGHT) NIFEST 

0 0 DOWN Fifth Harmony Feat. Gucci Mane a 

12 0 OESPACITO Luis Fonsi & Daddy Yankee Feat. Juin EiP0E4 26 

NEW 0 TALKING TO MYSELF Linkin Park 1 

17 0 CRYING IN THE CLUB Camila Cabello to 

11 la NEW RULES Due Lipa 3 

0 0 NEVER EVER GOT] 13 

0 0 MALIBU Miley Cyrus ii 

NEW 0 ONE MORE LIGHT Linkin Park 1 

16 COME BACK HOME BTS 3 

RE 0 FIRE BTS 46 

0 0 NOT TODAY BTS 23 

0 19 BAD LIAR Selena Gomez 10 

a 0 SLOW HANDS Niall Horan 12 

RE 0 BEAUTIFUL MONSTA X 12 

RE 0 BOW MY BODY UP Da* Luella Feat. Nirki Ilnaj&Li Wayre 3 

25 0 WHY Sabrina Carpenter 3 

0 0 LOVE PSY Feat. TAEYANG 2 

NEW 0 BIG B'S Chance The Rapper x Young Thug 

CO 26 SHAPE OF YOU Ed Sheeran 29 

NEW Ci) BANK ACCOUNT 21 Savage 

0 28 LOVE Lana Del Rey 10 

0 29 WOMAN Kesha Feat. The Dap-Kings Horns 2 

28 30 MD THOUGHTS DJ Khaled Feat. Rihanna & Bryson Tiller 6 

0 31 UMW NO BETTER le Lanz Feal. Trwis Sat( Calla Cabello &Quail] 4 

6 0 2U David Guetta Feat. Justin Bieber 7 

RE 0 BLOOD SWEAT & TEARS BTS 5 

RE 0 IT'S EVERYDAY BRO Jake Paul Feat. Team 10 2 

RE 0 MAMA BTS 5 

0 36 MAYORES Becky G Feat. Bad Bunny 2 

44 0 SWISH SWISH Katy Perry Feat. Nicki Mina] to 

32 38 SIGN OF THE TIMES Harry Styles 10 

0 39 MAGNOLIA Playboi Carti 7 

1 40 STRIP THAT DOWN Liam Payne Feat. Quavo to 

NEW 0 TAKE IT BACK Logic 

RE 0 2!3! BTS 3 

NEW 0 YACHT 00 Jay Park Feat. Si k-K 

RE o YOUR SONG Rita Ora 4 

38 as ATTENTION Charlie Puth 14 

0 46 BUTTERFLY EFFECT Travis Scott a 

RE 0 24K MAGIC Bruno Mars 20 

RE o FELS Cahill Kris Feat.PlurrellWiÉes,Katy Perry eg Sean 4 

NEW 0 SAY YES SEVENTEEN 1 

NEW 0 BAM JAY-2 Feat. Damian "Jr. Gone Marely 

billboard • EMERGING ARTISTP 
Artist là61 818 TITLE 

MX WEEK 

81 
mres 

1HARI 

NO PRONSI3 Cheat Codes Feat. Derri Lovato 17 

2 GET YOU Daniel Caesar Feat. Kali Uch is 7 

0 INSTRUCTION lallones Feat Oerni Lunt] & Senn Om 6 

RE 0 CAN'T BELIEVE KraniumFeat.Ty Della Sign & Widdd 7 

0 CREW Goldlink Feat Brent Faiyaz & Sni Glitzy 6 

6 MAMA Jonas Blue Feat. William Singe 12 

0 0 HUMAN Rag'n'Bone Man 33 

RE 0 EMPTY Kevin Abstract 7 

RE CO NOT ENOUGH Lido Feat. THEY. 3 

RE 0 FRACTURES Illenium Feat. Newe 6 

RE o HUMAN TOUCH Betty Who 3 

0 12 PERFECT STRANGERS Jonas Eke Feat IP Cooper 60 

16 0 DID YOU SEE 1HuS 5 

0 0 SEPTEMBER SONG JP Cooper 45 

0 is REMINDING NC Rural Hook Feat. Vanessa Hudgens 13 

0 0 CALL ON ME Starley 37 

40 0 AMSTERDAM Nothing But Thieves it 

e is BEEN CALLING Maleek Berry 4 

0 19 SUCH A BOY Astrid S 2 

NEW 0 ONE NIGHT ONLY The StrutS 1 

17 21 JUDAS Fozzy 12 

13 22 ALL AROUNDTHE WORLD Mora Masa Feat Desiigner 10 

0 0 LIONS Skip Marley 9 

0 0 LOVESICK Mora masa Feat. It$AP ROCky 39 

RE 0 BALLIN Bibi BOurelly 14 

26 FRANK OCEAN Mir Fontane 5 

27 HILLS AND VALLEYS Tauren Wells 3 it 

, 28 THE OCEAN Mike Perry Feat. Shy Martin 4,3 

RE 0 WHY I LOVE YOU MAJOR. 21 

RE 0 STARLIGHT Jai Wolf Feat. Mr Gabriel 3 

26 31 LIGHT San HOlo 11 

31 32 DON'T LEAVE Snakehips & MO 28 

43 0 WEARING NOTHING Dagny 6 

36 0 CHEGUEI Ludmilla 11 

7 0 WATERFALL Stargate Feat. Innk & Sia zo 

0 36 FIGURES Jessie Reye2 5 

RE 0 UNFUCK THE WORLD Prophets Of Rage 6 

0 38 PLOT TWIST Marc E. Bassy Feat. KYLE 3 

NEW 0 ADORE Amy Shark 1 

0 ao UNRAVEL ME Sabrina Claudio 7 

41 41 DRUGS EDEN 39 

RE 0 GREATEST LOVE STORY LANCO 2 

RE 0 WASTED YOUTH Fletcher 13 

44 WAITIN ON YOU Lindsay Ell 3 

45 LOOK AT US NOW Lost Kings Feat. Alhf hoe ASAP Ferg 1 7 

CIO 1 NIGHT Mura Masa & Charli XCX 14 

RE 0 MIDDLE FINGERS MISSIO 6 

Ø 48 FIND ME Sigma Feat. Birdy 20 

RE o TEENAGE FANTASY Jorja Smith 5 

RE 0 HIGH ENOUGH k.flay 9 

Beyoncé 
Bumps 
Beyond, (above) is back in 

the top 10 of the Social 50 
chart — flying 32-9 — 
after the long-awaited 

introductory photo of her 
newborn twins finally 

surfaced on her lnstagram 
July 14. The singer's picture 
of Sir and Rumi, who 

had just turned a month 
old, helped Beyoncé to 
15.4 million lnstagram 

reactions in the tracking 

week, according to Next 
Big Sound, a 291 percent 

boost. The image also was 
her first post on the social 

media service since May 30 
and spurred three more 
later that day. 

Meanwhile, Linkin Park 

breaks into the top 10 of 

the Social 50 (re-entering 

at No. 6) for the first time 

since October 2012 (and 
appears on the chart 

at all for the first time 

since June 2015) after 

the death of its singer, 

Chester Bennington, on 

July 20. The band began 

the tracking week sharing 

a photo of its upcoming 

episode of "Carpool 

Karaoke" with actor 

Ken Mong, followed 

by the reveal of the new 

music video for "Talking to 
Myself" just hours before 

Bennington's death was 

reported. The final post 

was a simple picture, sans 
caption, of Bennington 

performing at a concert, 

surrounded by lights from 

fans' phones. 
The group rises in 

all metrics as a result, 

including a bump of 
1,564 percent in Wikipedia 

views, garnering 688,000 in 

all, while adding 1.2 million 
Instagram reactions and 

177,000 Twitter mentions. 

Additionally, Bennington 
himself debuts at No. 12 

on the chart, almost 
completely on the strength 

of Wikipedia views, 

attaining 1.3 million despite 
the end of the tracking 

week coming on the same 

day he died. 

—Kevin Rutherford 
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r,
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. 
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,
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CONORATS TO ERIC 
ON THE 

HOLOIN' MY OWN TOUR 

CHURCH 

LOVE WHAT WE DO, 
AND WHO WE DO IT OR 

Louis Messina 

John Peets 

Todd Bunch 

Craig Wright 

Jeff Hyde 

Jeff Cease 

Marshall Alexander 

Lee Hendricks 

Driver Williams 

Brandon Schneeberger 

Marc Earpy 

Sambo Coats 

William Coats 

Micheal Stembridge 

Billy Moore 

Ben Rigby 

Jason Stoltzfus 

Abigale Higgs 

Gavin Lake 

Joanna Cotten 

Bridget Bauer 

Charles Phan 

Lance Stoner 

Luke McKnight 

Kavin Spears 

Eric Wegendt 

Mark Lemaster 

Danny Hayes 

Lloyd Hurt 

Ronnie Goodwin 

M1 Sagraves 

Jamison Hyatt 

Christopher Jones 

Jared Lawrie 

Jamy Donnelly 

Mike Rock 

Clayton Stewart 

Robert Schneeberger 

Hawk Church 

Boone Church 

Ben Spjut 

Vinny Vaccarello 

Dwayne Lemaster 

Paul Grant 

Allison Spears 

Lee Ann Fowler 

Tommy Lamberson 

Jonna Farner 

Logan Sparkman 

Nathan Lowe 

Chris Newsom 

Johnathan Bailey 

Alex Keene 

Austin Smith 

Henley Kibler 

Kyle Lovan 

Paul Ent 

Dave Russ 

Mark Turley 

Chris Hodge 

Robert Harrison 

Anthony Hocking 

Brandi Marigrum 

Calven Welshans 

Chastity Obradovuch 

Alex Larson 

Jill Trunnel 

Kate Destito 

John Hoskins 

Ashlee Onions 

Gene Bishop 

Matthew Vanwinkle 

Shane Huebner 

Steve Kyle 

Charlie Sherman 

Marty Allen 

Mike Borton 

Kay Thurman 

Scott Hernbeck 

Randi Seplow 

Fielding Logan 

Robert Roth 

Danny O'Bryen 

Katherine Church 

Butch Allen 

Congratulations to 

SALLY 
WILLIAMS 

and 

STEVE 
BUCHANAN 

and thank you to all 

of the honorees for your 

commitment to Nashville 

and the country music 

community 

OPRY ENTERTAINMENT 

THANK YOU 
ERIC CHURCH 
KEEP ON TRUCKING 

4 -11 i 

N 

THANKS FOR LETTING US MOVE YOU 
FOR THE LAST SEVEN YEARS. 

Stage ell 
SPECIALIZED TRANSPORTATION 

WorldRadioHistory



SOCIAL 50"`" MAINSTREAM TOP 4On' RHYTHMICTm 
LAS' IHIS ARTIST 
511K .EK INIPPINI ,LABSL 

ilEîjiam!E!Br 
0 , JUST IN,,,,1,,U1.`gt - , - .. 348 

0, 0 DENU LOVATO seovousoieuveomLrem. 337 

0 4 ARIANA GRANDE 
REPUBLIC 244 

al 0 SHAWN MENDES 
ISLAM 135 

RE 0 21.121.,5111.—. 184 

010 EDSHEERAN 
ATLANTIC/AG 133 

0  R SELENA GOMEZ 
INIERSCORMA 344 

0 0 BEYONCE PARKW000/COLIMBIA 330 

O 0 RINANNA «SM.,' ROAO/ROC NATION 337 

77 LOUIS TOMLINSON 
NI/SVCO/EPIC  26 

CHESTER BENNINGTON 
IRACIIINE SH./WARNER BROS. I 

12 0 IIALUI/A 
SONY TAUNT LATIN 40 

R E- 0 ,1,15,P e v112 MOSEY/REPUBLIC 342 

0 0 SEVENTEEN 
PLEDIS/1.0010CERTAINMENT 7 

0 16 MILEY CYRUS 
RCA 268 

17 0 UAU PAYNE REPUBLIC 24 

30 78 THE WEEKND 
10/REPUBLIC 96 

, 0 :1 01;ERe,TIC.C.II,EATOR 6 

0 0 CHRIS BROWN 
RCA 318 

1 BALVIN 
13 21 CAPITOL I.ATIN/UPALE 37 

0 22 ODLDPLAY 
PARLOPIIONE/ATLANTIC/AG 185 

RE CD TD DRAKE YOUNG MUS., IMITTENRCHUBLIC 321 

0 0 HARRY STYLES 
ERSKINE/COLUMBIA Is 

31 0 KATY PERRY 
CAPITOL 344 

0 26 ZAYN 
RCA 69 

0 0 FIFTH HARMONY 
Hymen( 98 

NIALL HORAN 16 28 NE. HAZE/CAPITOL 42 

MARTIN GARRIX 
22 29 STIMPC RCRCS/RCA 158 

33 0  BRUNO MARS 
ATLANTIC/AG 277 

RE 0 CHANCE THE RAPPER 34 

CD BLAcKPINK Is. 

0 33 JENNIFER LOPEZ 
HuToolcATNEVIC 332 

ZENDAYA II 34 ITOLOviOcc/FTEouer lc 145 

SNOOP DOGG 
25 35 OOGGYSTIU/EMPIRE RECCNOINGs 308 

41 0 c"F °  ... 17 

0 37 LUIS FONSI 
UNMRSAI. MUSIC LATMO/UIALE 18 

RE elt LITTLE AUX 
%/0 5180/COLUTABUT 138 

20 39 SHAKIRA 
SONY MUSK LATIN/RCA 342 

0 4 0 LAUREN JAUREGUI 
SIICO/EPIC 31 

RE #111 LANA DEL REY 
NW" POLVOORNTNERSCOIN/T8A 115 

0 42 ANITTA 
eBRIO MUSIC 8IMEIL 29 

RE Oh CARDI 8 
Nio UK He GROUTIMILATTNC/AG 4 

044 OUA LIPA 2 

0 45 LUCY HALE 
OMS TTASTNILLL/NOLOIL000 ISO 

0 46 SABRINA CARPENTER 
nounroon 20 

RE Oh IADY GAGA 
NW STREAMLNIE/IIITERSCOPEMA 332 

DI KNALED 
30 48 INC UK REST/EPIC 16 

0 49 21 SAVAGE 
SLAUGNIER C.ANG/EPIC 3 

R F ON KHALID 
W RIGHT NATTONNA 

0:7 

LASI 
WEER 

THIS 
WEEK 

TITLE 
INPRINT/PRONOTION LABEL 

Artist 

MINCH luiskoi61813DeleefeaLlustinFieber 13 

STAY 
III JAM/INTERSCLPE 

Zedd & Alessia Cara 21 

0 0 11ERE'S NOMPIG «OW DEBUT 9iarn Mendes 
ISLAND/REPUBLIC 

13 

WE DIE BEST/C PIC DJ Khaled 0 4 CM THE ONE 13 

ASTRAMRPS/CAPITOL Halsey 0  0 NOW OR NEVER 16 

0 0 BELIEVER IDINAKORNERANTERSCOM Imagine Dragons is 

7 CASTLE ON THE HILL Ed Sheeran 
ATLANTIC 

16 

Q 0 1 GG ATTENTION Charlie Puth 12 
ANIIC 

9 THAI'S WHAT I LIKE Bruno Mars 
ATLANTIC 

27 

to IT AIN'T 11E Kygo x Selena Gomez 
INTRANNANTNERSCOIN 

23 

0 (1) DIDMIXIGIIIS 01131aled Feat. MiTnalmonlilly 
STEAMY ROAO/III UK REST/EfIC 

6 

10 la SHAPE OF YOU Ed Sheeran 
ATLANTIC 

29 

. HAZE/CAPITOL Mall Horan 0 0 SLOW HANDS n 

12 14 METH% JUSTENIEDIS De EhNnsmolers &(OW 
DISRUPT.COLUMBIA 

22 

is ISSUES Julia Michaels 
REPUBLIC 

26 

0 STRIP THAT DOWN Liam Payne FeaL Quavo 
HAMM MU( 

9 

0 BODY LIKE A BACK ROAD Sain Hunt 
MCA HASTNNAL/CAINTOL 

n 

FEELS Dail ituiÉ Feat PlarrelleillarafftnYUMSMII 0 RV EYE/COLUMBIA 1 
6 

2U David Guetta FeaL Justin Bieber 
19 • ... .SXBOMVIONDSSNJIIIMANIICA/U. 

7 

15 20 BAD LIAR Selena Gomez 
NIL P, L.PE 

10 

is 21 MALIBU Miley Cyrus 
RCA 

n 

VERSACE ON THE FLOOR Bruno Mars 
ATLANTIC 

6 

0 1 t ó rGiúsell ón Childish Gambino I0 
8 

0 ,Ne PROMISES Cheat Codes Feat. Demi Lomb) 13 

O 0 C011GRACULATIONS Post lAalone FeaL Quavo 
REPUBLIC  

10 

ADULT CONTEMPORARY"' 
IASI MIS TITLE 

, 10 11.11,1. .111.1011or, 

ATTIST ON 
IFIM I 

o SHAPE OF YOU 
ATLANTIC 

Ed Sheeran 28 

a SCARS TO YOUR BEAUTIFUL Alessia Cara 
‘11. CIVDEP JAM 

30 

0 0 SAY yOU WON'T LET GO James Arthur 
COLIPAITA 

23 

4 KM MIMINA ROW Marcon 5 Feat Kendrick Laing 
VITTICTMACCAN 

41 

0 5 WATERUNDER THE BRIDGE Adele 35 

0 0 GG WEIIII/EIL81118 liediestys181008 15 

7 LET ME LOVEYOU Dl snake FeaL Justin Bieber 
DI SNAKE/INTERSCORC 

30 

0 s CII.M THAT SONG Train 36 

9 9 TREAT YOU BETTER Shawn Mendes 
SLAND/REPUBLIC 

52 

io 0 LOVE ON THE BRAIN Rihanna 
ESTBURY Homo/ROC NATION 

19 

II it MERCY Shawn Mendes 
ISLAND/REPUBLIC 

26 

12 0 CASTLE ON TNE HILL Ed Sheeran 
ATLANTIC 

14 

13 13 THAT'S WHAT I LIKE Bruno Mars 
ArtISTIC 

21 

Ls 0 SAVE AS DRAFT CAPITOL Katy Perry 4 

14 LS MILLION REASONS Lady Gaga 
STREAMLINE/INTERSCLPE 

22 

16 0 IMES NOTHRIG HMORK ME BACK 9iarn Mendes 5 

•  
17 0 STAY Zedd & Alessia Cara 

LEI IAM/INTERSCOPE 
6 

16  0 IT AIN'T ME Kygo x Selena GomeZ 
LITTNAlocA/INTIFTLCOIN 

10 

22 0 ATTENTION Charlie Puth 
DITO/ATLANTIC 

5 

19 20 BELIEVER Imagine Dragons 
KIDINA%OWIKP/WITOPSCOQK 

7 

0 0 BODY LIKE A BACK RCIAD Sam Hunt 
MCA NASHVILLE/CAPITOL 

6 

21 0 ISSUES Julia Michaels 8 

24 0 REMEMBER 11E Jennifer Hudson 
EPIC 

8 

23 /4 MALIBU Miley Cyrus 
RCA 

4 

GA HAZE/CALM Mall Horan 0 0 SLOW HANDS 4 

LAST 
•EEE 

11113 TITLE 
REEK KAPRINT/PRONOTION LABEL 

Artist 

MONKEY 
Men, 1' I 

UNFORGETTABLE French Montana Feat. Swae Lee 
EAR DRUMNER/CLNIE BOYS/BAD BOY/INTERSCOPE/EPIC 

S 0 
CHAP 

13 

3 CM THE ONE DJ Khaled 
OS THE BEST/DEP JAM/EPIC 

12 

3 4 REDBONE Childish Gambino 
MCCl/GLASSNOTC 

08 

5 5 HUMBLE. Kendrick Lamar 
TOP OAWG/APTERIAATIONTERSCOPE 

16 

6 6 CE.PAMO LisForni8DaddeakereatleabBieby 
.1.5Al.ICIAIIIIIININNOVALIUNIOXIOUIUNNAIRUNV 

13 

7 X0 TOUR LLIF3 Lil Uzi Vert 
C£NERAT1. A ow/ATTANTIC 

12 

0 
VISI.ORY/DEP JAM Logic Feat. Akssia Cara &Khalid 0 F800-273-8255 10 

0 
0 EVERYDAY WE LIT WO Lucci Feat PMI Rock 

THINK IT'S A GAME/WARNER BROS 
9 

0 ,„, REMINDER The Weeknd 
XO/REPUBLIC 

n 

0 
THA ALUMNI GROUP/RCA Kid ink Feat Ty Dona Sign 0 FWITHu 13 

0 0 NO FEAR 84/A/COLIPABIA Del Loaf 
5 

10 13 THAT'S WHAT I LIKE Bruno Mars 
ATLA ETC 

26 

0 0 STRIP THAT DOWN Liam Payne Feat. QuavO 
HAMPTON/REPUBLIC 

9 

11 
CONGRATULATIONS Post Malone Feat Ounce 
REPUBUc 

20 

0 0 

VERSACE ON THE FLOOR Bruno Mars 
ATLANTIC 

6 

0 0 LOYALTY. Kendrick Lamar Feat. Rihanna 
TOP OAPOAFTERIAATIVIIITERSCOn 

5 

13 18 MASK OFF Future 
A I/MEEBANDZ/EPIC 

15 

ASTRAMRPS/CAIITOL Halsey 0 0 NOW OR NEVER 5 

0  20 211 David Guetta Feat. Justin Bieber 
Pr. NJSICANI.011101«/SONNISSOMMONOBRINIATLAY11.51All 

6 

0 0 

MAGNOLIA 
AWGE/INTERSCOR Playboi Carti 5 

77 FASSION FRUIT Drake 
YOUNG M.EY/CASIIIA.EY/REPUBLIC 

17 

0 0 

4:44 
S. CARTER ENTEMIRMASIROC NATI. JAYZ 

2 

0 0 
SLIPPERY (NA.,  CONIROL/300 Migas Feat. Gucci Mane 9 

0 0 
LOVE GALORE 
TOP. DAWG/RCA TOI'  Feat. Travis Scott 2 

ADULT TOP 40 11° 
LOST DIN TITLE 
ALEX 

O 
00 

SSAA PAPRINT/PROMOTI ON LABEL 

t 
10.,K 

SOM ETHING JUST LIKE11115 The rhainsmakers & ralciplay 
CISRUPT. COLUMBIA 

STAY 
CEP JAM, INTER, CM 

SHAPE OF YOU 
ATLANTIC 

AffISt 1111 

BELIEVER Imagine Dragons 23 
III IN.ORNER/INTERSCOn 

Zedd & AleSsia Cara 

Ed Sheeran 

0 0 PERE'S NOTHING HOLDIN' ME BACK WWI Mendts 
ISLAND/REPUBLIC 

13 

, CASTLE ON THE HILL Ed Sheeran 
ATLANTIC 

08 

7 7 IT AIN'T ME Kygo x Selena Gomez 
IATRA/RCA/INTERSCOPE 

20 

s SAY YOU WON'T LET GO James Arthur 
COLUMBIA 

37 

o 0 BODY LIKE A BACK ROAD Sam Hunt 
MCA NASHVILLE/CAPITOL 

16 

0770/ATLANTIC Charlie Puth 0 0 ATTENTION 13 

II  Julia Michaels 
REPUBLIC 

25 

0 0 DWAIN° LuisFon3 8DaddyYankeeFeirt. Mel Bieber 
..9.,..,,U111101WIVOMMACIOXIOMMINWERHIC 

9 

NEON MAWCAITIOL Mall Horan 0 0 SLOW HANDS n 

03 " THAT'S WHAT I LIKE Bruno Mars 
ATLANTIC 

26 

AS1RALWERKS/CAPITOL Halsey 0 0 NOW OR NEVER 12 

0 0 ern LOVE Andy Grammer Feat Lundihioney LewiS 
SCURVE/HOLLYWOOD 

6 

0  i 7 TAKE IT ALL BACK Judah & The Lion 
CLETLIS TNE VAN/CAROLINE 

23 

15 is MALIBU Miley Cyrus 
RCA 

10 

19 , THE CURE Lady Gaga 
STREAMLNIE/NITERSCOPE 

13 

0 0 VERSACE ON THE FLOOR Bruno Mars 
ATLANTIC 

6 

20 dffi DRINK UP Train 
V COLUMBIA 

12 

0 0 WISH I KNEW YOU The Revivalists 
SUOSHINGT. SQUARE/WINMUP/CONC0110 

10 

0 n CM THE ONE DJ Khaled 
TTN DIE BES,DEF MAI/TPIC 

n 

CAPITOL Katy Perry 0 CD SAVE AS DRAFT 4 

0 GG ....,,M,,, Kesha 2 

29 

Hr-,z 
E 
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BI:g11 

HOT COUNTRY SONGSTM 

ED 
o 

TITLE CERTIFICATION 

PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) 

#/. 
IRKS 

Artist 
IMPRIIII/PROMITIONL MIRE 

BODY LIKE A BACK ROAD A 
2CROIVELL (SMIIT.L.CROWELL.MISMEMSAKANALLE) 

IIES OR 
WI 

Sam Hunt 1 25 
EACA NASKRALE 

2 2 2 IN CASE YOU DIDN'T KNOW A Brett Young 
D.HUFF (B YOUNG,T.REEVE,N.SCHLIENGER,T.TOMLINSON) WALL 

2 4,, 

4 4 3 
nil MT GIRL A  Dylan Scott 3 

MALDERIAMI.E.I.ORIAAN (DSCOTTAKERIO OAS 
50 

3 3 CRAVING YOU Thomas Rhett Featuring Maren Morris 
1.BUNETTA,D.HUFF,IDE LONDON,TNOMAS RHETT (D.M.BARNES,LBUNETTO VALOR! ' .' 

5 6 5 THE FIGHTER Keith Urban Featuring Carrie Underwood 
E,ILURBAN (KURBAN,BUSBEE) HIT .0/CAPITOL IlikSIIVI. 

2 31 

6 5 • HURRICANE A Luke Combs 
MOFFATT (L.COMBS,T.PHILLIPS',ARCHER) RIVER HOUSE/COLUMBIA NASIIVILLE 

3 47 

10 7 7 
Mil SMALL TOWN BOY Dustin Lynch 7 

LCROWELL (R.AKINS,B.HAYSLIP,ILEISHMAN) WOKEN ROW 
22 

9 9 8 
DRINKIN' PROBLEM Midland 
SJACANALCONUFF,LOSEORNE IICARSON,C.DDY STRACH,SACA LlY,LOSEORNE) BIG MACHINE 

8 20 

11 8 9 
pa 00 I MAKE YOU MANNA Billy Currington 5 

OMSK (AZORIEV.Z.CROVIMMACIMMIAL ) IMO). 

„ 

14 11 10 NO SUCH THING ASA BROKEN HEART Old Dominion 
swum,' (u.R.Ausucr. ROSEN,BLIRSI,LFRASURE) RCA NASHVILLE 

10 19 

16 IS 11 
WHAT IFS A Kane Brown Featuring Lauren Alaina 
0.11LET (ILBRaNN,M.MCGINN,I.M.SCHMIDT) ME MICA RAMMEE 

33 

12 12 12 
FLATLINER Cole Swindell 
',CARTER (C.SWINDELL,M.BRONLE 1.BOVER) YMRIWRNROS.fttlUN II 29 

13 16 13 
YOU LOOK GOOD Lady Antebellum 
RUSIEZ (H.LI OSEY,R.HURD,BUSBEE) CAPITOL NASHVILLE 

8 27 

15 14 14 
YOURS IF YOU WANT IT Rascal Flatts 
0 ARCUS,G.LEVOX,I.D.R (A F. GUT ) BIG rAACIIM 13 28 

18 18 IS 
HEARTACHE ON THE DANCE FLOOR Jon Pardi 
ELBUTIERE.PAROI(LpuolellUTLER.1110.4) (MEGA RASKRILLE 15 11 

17 17 16 
SOLI E BODY ELSE WILL Justin Moore 
BDRCHETLA.I.S.SEOVER (K.ARCKEEILHAMENCK.T.OTTOM MORE 

16 27 

8 13 EVERY TIME I NEAR THAT SONG Blake Shelton 
s.HENDRGESIILIAAVO.C.M.DSEISEAWARREN.8.0.WARREIO *AMER MOSIIREAN  8 23 

19 19 18 
IT AIN'T MY FAULT Brothers Osborne 
I IMF G. oseomE.T.I.OSBORK.I.T.PAREER) ME NASRMLE 

18 26 

22 20 19 
FOR HER Chris Lane 

(M.ORAGSIREM,ILARCHU.S.61.1.0.) Be Low 19 35 

25 23 20 
THEY DON'T KNOW Jason Aldean 
Mil»! (LBOYER,LMIRENDA,K.ALUSON) VAC ri ROW 20 10 

21 22 21 
EVERY LITTLE THING Carly Pearce 
mesen (C.PEORCE,BUSBEE,E.SHACKELTON) SG .011.4E 

2„ 4 

28 22 22 
WHEN IT RAINS IT POURS Luke Combs 
SMORS 0..COAIME/FurcERRAWALKUO Reu R /COLIMEA RASKVIIIE 

22 6 

23 21 23 MORE GIRLS LIKE YOU Kip Moore 
E E.G.CARCEA (KMORE.S.L.OLSEMAIMER.O.A.GARCES) EACA NASIKALLE 

n 22 

29 28 24 
ALL THE PRETTY GIRLS Kenny Chesney 
B.CA oN,IUNESUEVINZAVKIHT.I..IMEs,LoseoiniE) BLUE CRAIR/COLIPABEA RASKVIIIE 

28 7 

26 2S 2S 
I COULD USE A LOVE SONG Maren Morris 

(MAIDIMIS,IROBBINS,LNELTZ) COLUMBIA NASHVILLE 25 18 

24 26 26 SOMETHIN' I'M GOOD AT Brett Eldredge 
R. COPPERMAN,B.ELDREDGE (B.ELDREDGE,ILOOLIGLAS) ATLANTIC/WMN 

, 
..-..- 

'1 

..-. 

HOT SHOT e 
DEBUT 

Po-DUNK 
LNEIBANK (R.I.RITCNIE,T.HASELDEN,W.NAVES.I.OZER) 

Kid Rock 27 I TOP omsEAG 

30 30 28 
RING ON EVERY FINGER 
L.RIMES (THOMAS RHETT,I.NEAR,I.F RASURE, 

LOCASH 
REVIVER 

28 19 

27 29 2• 
TIN MAN 
ELIDDELL,G.WOME.MASSE (M.LAMBERELINGRAM,I.R.STEWART) 

Miranda Lambert 
VANNER/RCANASNV11.11 IS 17 

31 32 30 
ROUND HERE BUZZ 
LIME (ACEMCII.I.IIVOMERCIO 

EriC Church 
ERE NASEIAME 30 15 

32 33 31 
FIXA DRINK 
B.ANDERSON,C.OUBDIS(c.miscecmums.szoitEn 

Chris Janson 
KAMER MOSIRAR 31 8 

33 34 32 
ASK ie E HOW I KNOW 
M.A.MILLER (M.ROSSELL) 

Garth Brooks 
non 

32 9 

37 39 33 
YOURS 
C.BROViN (K.AELLENG,LEEMMARICKERSON) 

Russell Dickerson 
TRIM TIGERS 21 6 

36 35 34 
YOU BROKE UP WITH ME Walker Hayes 
SEACANALLY arrowts.r.sacKsixtancurro MIMERICARISTA NASKRILlE 

88 8 

35 36 35 
LAST TIME FOR EVERYTHING Brad Paisley 
LALOOTEELB.P.MLEr (BAIESLEKSAIMUESISILMERSCMIARIMAL.Em) AMU MMus 

3, 14 

42 41 36 
LOSING SLEEP 
CEROWDERG LOAM IC VOUNCOLIGGE.C. (*STEFANO) 

Chris YOu ng 
RCA NASHVILLE 

2, lo 

39 38 37 
GREATEST LOVE STORY 
1.NX( (6.1.MASTER) 

LANCO 
ARISTA NASHVILLE 37 18 

40 40 38 
THE WAY I TALK 
LAO E.L.ALEXANDER,B.HAYSLIP,C.MCGILL) 

Morgan Wallen 

BIG LOUD 

35 22 

) 38 37 • 
A GIRL LIKE YOU 
A.GORLEY,W.KIRBY (A.GORIEE,JIRASURE,R.AKINSI 

Easton Corbin 
FLERcuRE 37 16 

46 46 40 
BROKEN HALOS 
G.com,C.STAILITON (C.STMETMELEHENDEESM 

Chris Stapleton 
AERCIM 13 14 

31 

42 

4 

42 

WRITTEN IN THE SAND 
SEACANALLY (R.RAMEXT. ROMER 111M.S.PACAEMLE) 

GOOD COIAPANY 

LBRANCEWELL.I.OWEN(eatomENUEC.L.M.10116) 

Old Dominion 
RCA NAMMLE 

Jake Owen 
RCA NAMMLE 

31 

42 

2 

7 44 

43 45 43 FIVE MORE MINUTES 
KROGERS (S.PACCREERMROGERS.PACISVIELL) 

Scotty McCreery 
()AGM 

3, 9 

45 44 44 
LEGENDS 
i.G.ImITEREARJAEASSEM.BALLARIELE.G.EmEREAOLLIMSET) 

Kelse Ballerini 
BLACK MER 

32 7 

41 43 EITHER WAY 
D.COBB,C.STAPLETON(C.SEARLETON,TIM lAMES,ILMARVEL) 

Chris Stapleton 
AERCURV 17 II 

50 47 46 
ALL ON ME 

LIME 41.GAwsoll.1.0tIRRETTALSIAITIO 

Devin Dawson 
AllANIICMA 

46 3 

NEW 47 SINGLES YOU UP 
P.DIGIOVANNI (EGAM.S.O.IMES.1£81411) 

Jordan Davis 
EACA NASIKALLE 

47 1 

NEW 48 
SHE'S WITH ME 
smosur.PAIYCONNOR (MEPARL.S.PAOSLEISOSTEMS) 

High Valley 

AltmlICAIKA 

45 

— 
, 
• 

48 48 

•E-CITY 

• 

50 

BOY 

LBRICE,LSTONE,ILJACORS.O.ERIZSEIA(IEENITEELGE ) 

Lee Brice 
CURB tr3 6 

OUTTA STYLE 
LAALTEKAHAAATSM (A.wATSOII) 

Aaron Watson 
BIG LABEL 

47 5 

TOP COUNTRY ALBUMSTm 
ARTIST comm... 

IMPRINI/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 

MKS 

14 

S 0 

CHAR 

ows STAPLETON • From A Roont Volume' 11 
MERCURY/ WAGN 

ZAC BROWN BAND Welcome Home to 
SOUTHERN GROUND/ELEKTRA/A4 

a CHRIS STAPLETON A Traveller 
ni. MERCURY/UM. 

116 

0 4 LUKE COMBS This One's For You 
. RIVER HOUSE/COLUMBIA NASHVILLE/S/AN 

7 

5 KEITH URBAN A Ripcord 
WI REO/CAIII01. NASHVILLE/UN. 

63 

A LADY ANTEBELLUM Heart Break 
Nig [MTGE RASKEME/UPAGE. 

6 

0 7 1L ea., N a  1 HUNET/ I) A fI CLA. Montevallo 127 

O S EIETT YOUNG Brett Young 23 

9 FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE Dig Your Roots 
PALL 

47 

jo JON PARDI California Sunrise 
CANT. NASHVILLE/WAG 

57 

EASE 4/RCA NASHVILLE Kane Brown 00 KANE BROWN 33 

11 12 ZAC BROWN BAND Greatest Hits So Far... 
ROAR/SOUTHERN GROUND/ATLANTIC/AG 

104 

VARIOUS ARTISTS NOW Thars What I Call Country Valumel0 
SONY MUSIC/UNIVERSAL/UME 

6 

0  i,, !Acme RHETT A  Tangled Up 95 

17 

0 
is JASON ALDEAN They Don't Know 

MACON/BROKEN BOW/BBMG 
45 

OD ps GARTH BROOKS ° The Ultimate Ms 101 
PE 

22 il LUKE BRYAN A Kill The Lights 
CAPITOL NASNVILLE/UIACJI 

102 

is is MAREN MORRIS', Hero 
COLUMBIA NASHVILLE/SUN 

59 

23 i9 BROTHERS OSBORNE Pawn Shop 
EMI NASHVILLE/ UM. 

70 

21 20 RONDA GEORGIA UNE A Here's To The Good Times 
REPUBLIC NASHVILLE/BIALG 

129 

is 2i COLE SWINDELL • You Should Be Here 
WARNER BROS./WAIN 

63 

26 22 LUKE BRYAN A  Crash My Party 
(MTGE RASKERIA/u PAM 

136 

0 23 nilei,ECALMieg„+N Th"eight C""e" Wings 35 

24 24 BLAKE SHELTON • If I'm Honest 
WARNER BROS./WAIN 

61 

2s 25 TIM MCGRAW 35 Biggest Hits 
CURB 

44 

COUNTRY AIRPLAYT" 
LAST IRIS TITLE 

REEK WEEK KARRELT/pRomm o IL LABEL 

00 
1 2 MYGIRL Dylan Scott 

CURB 
47 

CRAVING YOU Thomas Rhett Feat. Maren Morris 
VALOR? 

17 

6 4 tT  DO I HAKE WM DANNA Mlyamington 35 
EA RE my 

7 5 THEFIGHTER Keith Urban Feat.Canie Underwood 
HIT RED/CAPITOL NASHVILLE 

24 

BODY LIKE A BACK ROAD Sam Hunt 
. &ICA NASHVILLE 

25 

4 7 FUTLIN ER Cole Swindell 
WARIRRIROS./WMN 

28 

12 8 NO51101111ING AS A BROKEN HEART Old Oceinion 
RCA NASHVILLE 

20 

9 

II 

9 

10 

DRINKIN' PROBLEM Midland 
BIG MACHINE 

26 

SOMEBODY ELSE WILL Justin Moore 
VALOR`, 

39 

10 1,1 YOU LOOK GOOD Lady Antebellum 
CAPITOL NASHVILLE 

27 

13 12 SMALL TOWN BOY Dustin Lynch 
OROC14 

20 

13 THEY DON'T KNOW Jason Aldean 
MACON/BROKEN BOW 

13 

15 14 HEARTACHE ON THE DANCE FLOOR Jon Pardi 
CAPITOL NASHVILLE 

13 

18 
• 

1, MORE GIRLS LIKE YOU Kip Moore 
MCA NASHVILLE 

23 

16 
• 

16 FOR HER Chris Lane 
MG LOUD 

42 

17 17 IT AIN'T MY FAULT Brothers Osborne 
EMI NASHVILLE 

28 

19 18 EVERY LITTLE THING Carly Pearce 
BIG MACHINE 

19 

21 19 ALL THE PRETTY GIRLS Kenny Chesney 
BLUE CHAS/COLUMBIA NASLIVILIF 

8 

20 20 WHAT IFS Kane Brown Feat. Lauren Alaina 
ME MICA NASHVILLE 

23 

22 21 ASK ME HOW I KNOW Garth Brooks 
ARE 

15 

25 2 , I COULD USE A LOVE SONG Maren Morris 
COLUMBIA NASH,ILLL 

19 

23 n RING ON EVERY FINGER LOCASH 
REVIVER 

36 

24 24 E,DMIT,121 1 I'M GOOD AT Brett Eldredge 22 

26 25 FIXA DRINK Chris Janson 
WARNER BROS./WAR 

10 

51 
IRE 

Artist 

YOURS IF YOU WANT IT Rascal Flatts 29 
BIG MACHINE 

Rascal 
Flatts 
Rules 
Rascal Flatts (above) 
roll up their 14th No. 1 on 
Country Airplay as "Yours 
If You Want It" ascends 
2-1 in its 29th week on the 
chart, increasing 6 percent 
to 41.8 million audience 
impressions in the week 
ending July 23, according to 
Nielsen Music. 
With its latest chart-

topper, Rascal Flatts take 
the lead for the most 
No. 1s by groups with three 
members or more, passing 
Zac Brown Band (13). Tim 
McGrew leads all acts with 
29 No. is (dating to the 
chart's 1990 launch). 
'Yours; written by 

Andrew Dole and 
Jonathan Singleton, is 
the lead single from Rascal 
Flatts' Back to Us LP, 
which debuted at No. 2 on 
the June 10 Top Country 
Albums chart. The group 
first scaled the Country 
Airplay summit almost 15 
years ago, when 'These 
Days" reached No.1 for its 
first of three weeks on top, 
on Nov. 30, 2002. 
As Sam Hunt's 'Body 

Like a Back Road* leads 
Hot Country Songs for a 
record-tying 24th week (see 
page 3), Old Dominion 
notches its fourth top 10 
on both Hot Country 
Songs and Country Airplay 
with "No Such Thing As 
a Broken Heart." On Hot 
Country Songs, the track 
hops 11-10; on Country 
Airplay, it jumps 12-8, up 
7 percent to 30 million in 
audience. 

Also on Country Airplay, 
Justin Moore's Somebody 
Else Will" becomes 
his ninth top 10(11-10; 
30.7 million, up 5 percent). 

—Jim Asker 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
ON A RECORD-BREAKING YEAR IN JUST FIVE MONTHS. 

THANKS FOR LETTING US BE PART OF YOUR TEAM. 

FLOOD 

BUMS1EAD 

McCREADY a 
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CARROLL, GUIDO & GROFFMAN, LLP 
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BUSINESS 

MANAGEMENT 
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HOT ROCK SONGSTM 
APIS. 
AU) WEEK 

TITLE CFRIIFICAll. Artist 
WEEK PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) RAPRINT/PROIADMON LABEL 

pup RES OR 
Am,. Mil 

I 0 jth AG rtl Itliee.E.!..........«.1magi,2geeM 

2 2 0 THUNDER 
ALEN OR IVOLDEZUZIOLIREPIPLO LK L.P./ Imagine Dragons PLOPZUZIO/ 1301114NPRIERMILERKOPE 

2 13 

4 0 0 FEEL IT STILL Portugal. The Man 
INILL.A.TALCONE (P0P/PUBAL.TIIE MAN.A.TALCONE.IJIIII.R.BALINURN.F.GCRMANLE)ICILLAKM Awmc 

3 3,3 

3 4 4 HEATHENS A twenty one pilots 
.ELIZONDO.T.IDSEPH (T.IDSEPH) DC TIE,/ RT le/ATLANTIC/FUELED BY RAYEN/RIP 

1 52 

HOT SHOT 
DEBUT 

ink Ill THE END • Linkin Park 5 , 
IN/ imanalIE (E1101.4 PA«) VARNER BROS. 

NEW 0 NUMB A Linkin Park 
D.GILMORE,UNKIN PARK (LLAMA PA ) WARNER BROS. 

6 1 

5 0 

0 WISH I KNEW YOU The Revivalists 
RE.AUSTS ED.SHAVEGAERAS) SHINGTON SOLIARE/W1110.1.0/CONCORO 

5 34 

2 4 

NEW 

0  HEAVY Linkin Park Featuring '<Bare 2 23 
ILRENORARD1501113.0.05011/10310161111.1110.5101/0.0 mo0.9.00.ERVal 

0 PO-DUNK 
MBA. (R.I.R.T0RETAAsEUX.RHATES.1.01.0 Kid Rock of 9 1  

0 

NEW 

io TAKE IT ALL BACK Judah & The Lion 
O.COBB (A.E.ABERs,..zuERTHER,R.ARCOONATO.S.PAC S) CLETUS ME wig/CAROL** 

7 29 

11 1 0 WHAT I'VE DONE A Linkin Park 
RRLIBIN,M.SHINODA (M.SHINODA,C.BENNINGTONUNKIN PARR) 

12 THE NIGHT WE MET • Lord Huron 
B.SCHNEIDER (B.SCHNEIDER) TED/REO 

5 16 

NEW 
CRAWLING Linkin Park 

0 D.GILMORE (IRWIN PARK) WARMS 6*05. 13 1 

7 9 
WHATEVER IT TAKES Imagine Dragons 14  5 ii 
METTLE (D.REYNOLDS,W.SERMON,B.MC o.pLATZ WILE) ormAKORRERANTERSCOPE 

NEW 0 SOMEWHERE I BELONG Linkin Park 
D.GILMORE,LIN P (UNKIN PARK) 15 1 

NEW 0 LESS THAN Nine Inch Nails 
T.REZNOle,A.ROSS IT REZMORA.ROSS) TIPI N. CORPORATION/CAETTOL 16 I 

10 11 17 RUN Foo Fighters 
EAuR 511.00 F (Ç0.1411TERS) (0SWW/RCA 

2 5 

NEW 0 ONE STEP CLOSER 
D.GILMORE .....00A.C.BENTIM4141.0ELSOKLNANTO Linkin Park WARNER uros. 

18 I  

17 15 0 OLD CHURCH CHOIR Zach Williams 
c.wERGEwORINIZ.wiLLIALTS.E.11ULSE£EVEDGEWORTIO EsSENPAL/F1.4 

Is 8 

11 12 

NEW 

20 THE MAN The Killers 
/LI t lionsibuilemwmiltualt.141010094.1i1.751...leo LOU SPOITIME it 6 

10 BREAKING THE HABIT 
D.GILMORE,LINK P (LINKIN PARK) Li nkin Park 

TAMER BROS. 
21 I 

19 0 0 HARD LOVE ELITOBREATH.RINEHART.NRINEHART) NEEDTOBREATHE ATLANTIC 
18 14 

NEW 0  MIRACLES (SOMEONE SPECIAL) A. IIIINONFIROPPON. I Coldplay & Big Sean 
.111.31.11VAN31111141POI I I PIELLMM) NALCIPICINE3PUMIK 

23 , 

NEW CD NUMB/ENCORE A Jay•Z/Linkin Park 
.SHINDOA (tINKlY P S.C.CARTEAPOEVEST) ROC.PECELA/0Er (ABA/WARNER BROS. 

24 , 

NEW 0 LAY IT ON ME Vance Joy 
BATAS (V OITA ) ATLANTIC 

2, i 

-- ' 

9 13 26 HARD TIMES Paramore 
I. 1.0AuORNSCHTTORE (H.WILLI ) HELLO fiv RAP/EN/R. 6 14 

NEW 0 TALKING TO MYSELF NOT LISTED (NOT LISTED) Linkin Park 
CHINE SHOP/WARNER BROS. 27 I  

14 19 

18 0 

FEELS LIKE SUMMER Weezer 
28 

IL RARCITEMIRLUDIA4ILDPPERIRROPEIBEIROMMONNU0109.06030PEPaRI PER/CRUSHIPISILAPLAIRIC 14 16 

29 HIGH SIR SLY (ILIAMBS H.CDPILEN ESURVITO) Sir Sty TERSCORE 
18 17 

,5 0 

27 0 

3, DON'T TAKE THE MONEY Bleachers 
I. ANTORIONE G.RUIRSTIN (U. BANTOROPpEPALTELICIPO'CONAOR) RCA 12 16 

31 WANT YOU BACK 
ARECIITSCHAID (A.HAIM,D.HAIM,E.HA ) HAIM CO.ABIA 

10 11  

21 0 32 DIG DOWN 
ELIZOTTDOMIESE ()ABELL ) Muse LIU'BAR BROS. 

21 9 

36 0 

16 24 

33 LUST FOR LIFE Lana Del Rey Featuring The Weeknd 
L.W.LRETRIPELS.B...s.oRool.A00.REERPRE.061.00.0.110 ParCOMERRSOPE 

4  14 

WALKING THE WIRE Imagine Dragons 
34 

6 5 
7.11.1.11111.10.1.111011Am Eoussougue..1.01 .1.000.1.1 

13 23 
SONG #3 Stone Sour 

35 
(ST ) ROAORUTATER/RRP 13 9 

37 0 
0 THE CURE 

, (C.. .I. C ) Unspoken CERT.. 35 14 

22 0 

0 

37 EVERYTHING NOW Arcade Fire 
AR CAPE PRES.YROPPYIBULALIER ITAIIIIIRTSPAAR.01ASULNE.R.PPARTINNESEURTIVAUTUR) C0.180 II 7 

2 14 0 LOVE Lana Del Rey 
LAPP OIL FLIERMLNVELSBERICIBLARCO.E.HALIME ORA DEL RELRLIPMELSBLIEVREMIIIIII 444004440scou 

NEW 
GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH 
.I. EIBANK (R.I.RITCHIE,MYOUNG,T.MONTANA,C.GRAVITT) TOP Kid Rock QA. 

39 1 

NEW 0 MY MIND IS FOR SALE 
RLACERPZ.1.10... 0.101.0.0 Jack Johnson Kg 10.60../REPUBUC 

4o 1 

35 0 

RE-ENTRY 

41 LITTLE ONE 
I.HAMILTON (1.S.ENs,RwErtR.ELATERFR) Highly Suspect Ai OE 4001/100 

33 6 

0  ONE MORE LIGHT Li nkin Park 
U.SINSOOA,6.01ISO6 0A....00A.E.1.00 MACHINE SHOP/WARNER BROS. 42 2 

32 36 
43 THE WAY YOU USED TO DO Queens Of The Stone Age 

0....E.Tmax UCIALIKOPERITTAARSBUIRATO MATADOR/INGCMS GROW, 
16 5 

30 30 44 THE VIOLENCE Rise Against 
APASKI.TECZ (RISE AGARIST.TPACIERATIO VIRGIN/CAW-In 

26,,, 

38 0 

33 CO 

RE.ENTRY 

45 SUIT AND JACKET Judah & The Lion 
41.0.(A.1..ERSAILZUERCITERAIXTRACOOMALO.SPACROSS) CLEATS I. VAN/CAROLINE 

37 7 

29 4 46 TWO NIGH Moon Taxi 
s0.1.10PASON (W.1.1.110.C......R.T.RBIER.T.TERT10R.S.RINOPASON) MA SOWN 

0 ALL I CAN THINK ABOUT IS You Coldplay 
NOT um° ex LISTED) PARLOMOTTE/ATIATETIC 

ii, 3 

24 34 48 SUPER FAR LANY 
LAM (I.C.GOSS.L.PRIEST.I.RLEIN,R.B.TEDIHR) SIDE sIREET/RETERSCOPE 

24 3 

28 0 

26 32 

49 LIGHTS OUT Royal Blood 
PPIOMAS PETAL ALPER LIBARRETTMSERRBEHATOIERI IMPERIAL GALACTIC/BLACK MAIRMOTN/WARNER ARES. 

28 ,,, 

SO REVEREND Kings Of Leon 
MORAYS. (C.FOLLOW11.1..FOLLOWILL,I.FOLL.ILL,M.FOLL.ILL) RCA 20 19 

TOP ROCK ALBUMST" 
ARTIST CERTIFICATION 
IMPRINT/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 

Title 

IMAGINE DRAGONS 
etommeeiimireiscoienzA 

Evolve 4 

COLDPLAY 
PARLORNONE/ATLANTIC/A4 

Kaleidoscope EP 1 

RE 0 LINKIN PARK MACHINE SHOP/WARNER BROS. One More Light 8 

0 4 ,1,2,4_11310HEAD OK Computer: OKNOTOK 1997 2017 3 

RE 0 LINKIN PARK 4::, WARNER BROS. [Hybrid Theory] is 

RE 0 LINKIN PARK A WARNER BROS. Meteora 2 

7 TWENTY ONE PILOTS A  Blurry(ace 
FUELED BY RAMEN/AG 

114 

NEW 0 SILVERSTEIN Dead Reflection 
RISE 

i 

5 9 SOUNLITIU0( GuartlansIttleCalawliollAwesorrellixVol.2 
MARVEL /HOLI.V.00 

13 

30 to QUEEN A Greatest Flits1 II d 111:MeFlatinum Collection 
H GOV.., 

12 

0 ii LA Eytlilu.ICA A  Hardwired_To Self-Destruct 35 

0 12 clioftil Something To Tell You 2 

t3 TIEBEAT113. SgL Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band 
APPLE /C AFITOLAJME 

g 

OH WONDER Ultralde 
NEW 0 ND/REPUBLIC SLA  

1 

HEW 0 VARIOUS ARTISTS Punk Goes Pop, Vol. 7 
FEARLESS/CONCORD 

I 

CII) 16 Epe,liftl:L+,.. Guartlans Idle Cahn: Ansorre Mix Von 119 

1 17 '!óirY.Figi,2,1' Journey's Greatest Hits 26 

6 18 SOUNDIRACK Baby Myer: Musk From The Motion Picture 
ROTH CENTURY/COLUMBIA 

4 

0 i9 ,,flrelFÇIeTr, mee) A Death Of A Bachelor n 

, 20 WM& CE CLEARWATER REVIVAL o Chronicle 
FANTASY/C.C.)] 

26 

14 21 IMAGINE DRAGONS A Night Visions 
KIDINAKORNER/INTERSCOPF/IGA 

139 

18 2, SOUNDTRAO(A Suicide Squad: The Album 
0C/ATLAS/ WALE RTOWER/ansIMCMG 

so 

, PORTUGAL. THE MAN Woodstock 
0 - 2- ATLANLI 

5 

20 24 FLEETWOOD MAC (t, Rumours 
WARNER BROS./RHINO 

25 

25 25 LANA DEL REY A Born To Die 
p otTOOR/UTTERSCOPIAL A 

161 

ROCK DIGITAL SONG SALEST" 
TITLE 

iminrtiveof.)) mum LABEL 

Artist 

BELIEVER Imagine Dragons 25 

KIDINAKORNER/INTERSCOPEMA 

' 0 
PO-DUNK 
TOP 004/.4 Kid Rock 1 

a THUNDER Imagine Dragons 
NW KIDINAROMR/INTERSCOPE/IGA 

13 

O 0 FEEL IT STILL ATLARTIC/A4 Portugal. The Man 16 

o , gib IN THE END Linkin Park 
WI" WARNER BROS 

22 

11 F O 
%IF 

NUMB Linkin Park 
WARNER BROS 

18 

RE- dri, 
Mir 

HEAVY Linkin Park Feat. Kiiara 
MACHINE SHOP/WARNER BROS 

20 

HEW 0 LESS THAN Nine Inch Nails 
THE NULL CORPORA,. 

I 

9 

0 to 
WISH I KNEW YOU The Revivalists 
WASHINGTON sou ARE/w.uP/COTKORO 

20 

TAKE IT ALL BACK Judah & The Lion 
CIRRUS THE VAN 

37 

00 HANDCLAP Fitz And The Tantrums 
OARGERBIRD/ELEATRA/A4 

69 

R r 0 WHAT I'VE DONE Linkin Park 
MACHINE SHOP/WARNER BROS 

g 

° 0 THE SOUND OF SILENCE Disturbed 
REPRISE/WARNER BROS 

84 

NEW 0 GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH Md Rock 
TOP DOS/BUG 

I 

is 

69 0 

HUMAN Rag'n'Bone Man 
BEST LAID RAMS/COMM. 

27 

I CRAWLING Linkin Park 
WARNER BR. 

R r Ér, ALL SUMMER LONG Kid Rock 
‘fil, TOP 00G/ATTANTIC/A4 

68 

r 0 MY MIND IS FOR SALE Jack Johnson 
MCI JOHNSON/REPUBLIC 

I 

0 ig THE NIGHT WE MET Lord Huron 
IMSOUND 

16 

o ,0 HEATHENS twenty one pilots 
OC/ATLAS/WATIRTOWER/ATLANTIC/AG 

5, 

F 0 SOMEWHERE I BELONG Linkin Park 
WARNER BROS 

I 

16 ?? THUNDERSTRUCK AC/DC 
COLUMBIA/LEGACY 

213 

N' 0 00UNT ON ME NEEDTOBREATHE 
ATLANTIC/AG 

1 

KW 0 BREAKING THE HABIT Linkin Park 
ARNER BROS 

1 

NEW 0 MIRACLES (SOMEONE SPECIAL) goldplay Pi Eig Sean 
PARLOPH.E/ATLANTIC/AG 

1 

10 

Coldplay 
Back In 
View 
**Islay (above) debuts 
on Top Rock Albums 

at No. 2 with new EP 

Kaleidoscope. The five-

song set, which follows the 

2015 full-length A Head 
Full of Dreams, bows with 

24,000 equivalent album 
units, according to Nielsen 

Music. Kaleidoscope 

also enters at No. 2 
on Alternative Albums. 

Concurrently, the Big Sean 
collaboration "Miracles 

(Something Special)," the 
only track on the EP not 

released prior to the sees 
July 14 arrival, debuts 

at No. 23 on Hot Rock 
Songs with 1.8 million U.S. 

streams in the tracking 

week. 
Following the July 20 

death of frontman Chester 

Bennington, Linkin Park 

lands 11 entries on Hot 
Rock Songs, led by the 

band's biggest hit on the 

Billboard I-lot TOO, 2002's 

In the End,' which debuts 

at No. 5. (Hot Rock Songs 
launched in 2009j The 

group's haul features tracks 

from throughout its catalog, 
including latest single 

'Talking to Myself' (new at 

No. 27) — the official video 
was released just hours 

before Bennington's death 

was reported. The band 

also charts seven titles each 

on Rock Digital Song Sales 

and Alternative Digital 
Song Sales, along with 10 

on Hard Rock Digital Song 
Sales, also led by "In the 

End," which re-enters at 

No. 1(12,000 sold). 
Meanwhile, Nine Inch 

Nails' "Less Than" debuts 
at No. 35 on the Alternative 
airplay chart. The act is 

one of just six to appear 

on the tally during all four 
decades of its existence 

— dating back to its 1989 
debut single, 'Down in It' — 
along with Beastie Boys, 

Depeche Mode. Jane's 
Addiction, Red Hot Chili 

Peppers and U2. 

—Kevin Rutherford 
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HOT R&B/HIP-HOP SONGSTM 

MILS 
160 

2 

LAST 
MXLI 

NIA TITLE Empiric/mop Artist 

BEER PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) IMPRINI/PROIECTON L AM L 
Pe« SAIl 

FOS WI 

, 5 0  /ea WILD THOUGHTS. OKhaledFeat.Rihanna&BrysonTiller 
LI 0.00)50187 .(s OE 111(1.1.101001011010101E0 I P61011110.11.111NEIE 

3 2 THAT'S WHAT I LIKE A Bruno Mars 
OPIIPMNI5SELPOIPAORse.111,EILLOMLIORNIP4111COIRN IJ/PitiOntalROO.R.LCULLOJOII AlLüll 

32 

1 

0 0 

3 riz 111E ONE A DJ Khaled Featuringlustintheher Quavo, Chance The Rapper & Lil Wayne 
LEIIMELLUE1011E0111011,1MAIMMOINSPILLRIOEIIKIMILULDICORKUNCIIBLIKOn 11111115611BPAIK 

12 

41) DG SG UNFOREETTAILEA French Montana Feat.Swar Lee 
110111111111C11110101101111111111110ELJ easuguensenercemorn 4 15 

4 0 5 HUMBLE. WILL MADE-IT MLR« Kendrick Lamar MIXE • plumps) TOP AFIERNAIWINTERscopE 1 16 

5 6 
CONGRATULATIONS Post Malone FeatUring Quavo 

6 
FRANK DUKES,MEIRD BOOM x (APOST.LINLL,AIEENErifflesnALLEIMIN.CANOSENR) REPUBLIC 

5 32 

0 0 

7  REDBONE /lk 0...NCR (OGEOPER.I.GOR ) Childish Gambino LICOUGLASSNOTE 
7 34 

9 8 a XO TOUR LLIF3 A Lii Uzi Vert 
GuBBJEGLIKASIS.P10000 GENERATION NOW/ATLANTIC 

5 e 

7 9 9 MASK OFF A Future 
ETRO IMPAIR (N.D.WILBURN,L.T.WA ) PI/FREEPAPPOZ/EPIC 

3 22 

11 0 
0 FEELS CaMn Harris Feat. Ptiarrell Williart& Katy Perry & Big Sean 

CALVIN HARRIS (CALVIN HABBIsprIEL0AuSEITN FE A11APONATPRSPGSAIAND0S010 RP Eniccaumps 
„ 5 

13 0 0 MAGNOLIA 
PIERRE BOURNE (LCARTER,LIENRS) Playboi Carti ANGE/leiTERSCOPE 

II 12 

16 16 
0 EVERYDAY WE LIT VFN Lucci Featuring PnB Rock 

LLAMES (LIAMES,R.L.BENNETT,R.N.ALLEN) MN« 'NSA GappE/PEARNER PROS. 
12 15 

0 13 BANK ACCOUNT T, S VAG (S.A.ILISEPH) 21 Savage SLA R nc 

13 2 

2 14 14 SLIPPERY• Migos Featuring Gucci Mane 
AS-STAG PARKER ITOS.WASImuccu EaLLGOECOBICUPOPEER.00019 WWII coeinanin 

12 19 

17 0 0 DROWNING • A Boogie Wit da Hoodie Feat. Kodak Black 
A.swEET (0.0RAPE.I.A.SWEET) 11104BRIDGE 11.E LABEL/ATIANTIC 

15 e 

34 0 

1 

1/,o Gotti Featuring Nicki Minai 0 RAKE IT UP — • 
BENE NMI 1EAVEAT ( S,O.T.MARAL ILLIAWS S1.0 COCA« NUM/EPIC 16 4 

15 17 
ROLEX Ayo & Teo 

17 BLSSO,BACKPACK Nun 0.101100SRARREPEPEED(ANDEN,AP01,110. COMMA Kr, 24801,10) 

24 0 0 VERSACE ON THE FLOOR •  Bruno Mars 
SHAMPOO PRESS & suRL(BRuNONARSIPAIANIENCEE.C.B.BPOPIELEFASPETIEREN IN ANEMIC 18 7 

35 0 1 .sbusrun 11 Valgn.SnallinAlINORPE,wAni 9.9n» Cardi B 
o BODAK YELLOW (MONEY MOVES) 

GROUP/ATLANTIC 19 3 

18 20 
DNA. Kendrick Lamar 

20 
MIKE ILL DE-IT (R.L.DUCR.R111,N1.1..WII.UAIRS) TOP OANG/ArTEMATININTERSCOPE 3 14 

14 9 21 SLIDE •  Calvin Harris Featuring Frank Ocean & IA igos 
CALVIN HARRIS (CALVIN NABBIs,FRANNOCEANTAPPPARSIIALL.PCEINIUS) EILVEK/COLumBIA 12 21 

30 0 0 LOVE GALORE SZA Featuring Travis Scott 
sloppEGOINICONGC.LANL (P.PP uncsnavas SCOntunefASON1 TOP OANIC/PEA 

„ 4 

2, 0 0 1-800-273-8255 Logic Featuring Alessia Cara & Khalid 
Losl GEE x (UR R.B.H ALL 11,A.IvAlun,A.EARIECIOGO.P.R011•0000 velOplARE/0Er JAN 

a 12 

25 e 
CD ITS A VIBE2 Chainz Featuring Ty Dolla Sign, Trey Song &Jhene Aiko 

moo Nnuoimor AIIIIIINJUIEnittiosipsuptulssillpsnoialuNGLI Ilif USIWRII!fIIFLAS 

2, 7 

39 0 0 BUTTERFLY EFFECT 
AIURDA BEAT/J.00PN (TRAM SCOTT.S.L.LINOS ) TraviS SCOtt ...Dwelling% 

25 8 

0 26 4:44 
N01.0. (S.C.CARTER,E.o.wNsON.RKEEK 0 CARTER JAY•Z /ROC NATION 15 2  

3, 0  Croo LOYALTY. Kendrick Lamar Featuring Rihanna 
DI DAHLOMIBIRLIPAIBIUM161(111,110(10.10001SKAIGIENIINAIIIIIIII TOMPIIVIOHNOVIO116(111 7 14 

20 26 
28 FIRST DAY OUT Tee Grizgley 

FIELLUVA (T.WALLACE,M.MC.RAPEAL) 300 
18 1, 

• 
21 

HOT SHOT 
DEBUT 

28 

0 

31 

35 

29 THE STORY OF 0.1. 
NOI.O.JAV26.C.CARIER,E.D.WILSONNSIM 00X80939 s- .916n,c1E JAY•Z . hz 2 

FAsSIONFRUIT Drake 
3o 

.ROULES (A.GRAHAM.N.RDGUES1 YOUNG /CA /REPUBLIC 5 18 

0  A LIE French Montana Featuring The Weeknd & Max B 31 I 
nuunnunn,n,,, -- - .,. - ... -...-- . - -- - ...MM..) ONE lerA1OIONVIC 

PRIVACY Chris Brown 
32 

E.V.(C.M.BR D.L.00 LSTEWART) RCA 26 12 

29 

41 

37 

0 

0 LOVE. Kendrick Lamar Featuring Zacari 
IHV1SSYJLSOK.GILRISTSPAASIU.3L[DVGRIKL.PXSLEIESLSLILO*UIILAR,RIFFTHI onnununnensom 

„, 14 

0 CREW GoldLink Featuring Brent Faiyaz & Shy Glizzy 
i.weNTON (0.CARLOUPPIPTON.C.PPOOOMPING) SINIAAASN CLUB/RCA 

„ 5 

— 

27 34 
4 AM 2 Chainz Featuring Travis Scott 

35 
MLIRDA BEITZLIREATIRERS.S.L.UNDSTR RIN INLERIRAWSSCOTI) UP PEN lelnEaSiNYOU . 

2„ 

22 38 
SIGNS Drake 

36 
5311 810 (AGRAHAMJC.SHEBIB,D.CHINOUEE.11 WILL IANSAAE 01 'CURE MONEY/CASH MONEY/REPUBLIC 14 4 

. 44• 49 
0 WHATEVER YOU NEED Meek Mill FeaturingChris Brown & Ty Dolla $ign 

NED. opipBsputvortnurs,B0roneu. p(opuNsulsopipB00 NE. RaNIUW  loneenseLNE 
34 7 

38 44 
ED REMINDER The Weeknd 

MC IKONEYOR.I.VANO (4.TESFME.E.NICKERSCN.NIACKINNEYD.WILONS.H.R.ITER.LP(LENNEVILLE) MN!. 14 17 

NEW 0 YOUNG DUMB di BROKE Khalid 
LLITIU (E.R081.60.4.1.1.101.E.T.RILE0 RIGHT NAND/RCA 39 I 

' 32 48 
CD ROLLIN Calvin Harris Featuring Future & Khalid 

CALONS HARRIS ((AWN HARRISH.O.willtleN.E.R081.6011) RVEVE/C01.111.1111A 
„ 5 

40 0 41 ELEMENT. 
sOBEENAPE (E.L.OUCENIORT11.0.14ATCNEEESPEARG) Kendrick Lamar TOP OANG/ArTEMATIVINTERSCOIN 9 12 

33 46 
NO COMPLAINTS Metro Boomin Featuring Offset & Drake 

42 
METRO IMPAIR (L.T.WAYINE.REEPIP.K.A.GRAHAM) soormenecruauc 

7, 
-.• 4  

REENTRY 0 woKEuPLIKETHIS• Playboi Carti Featuring Lil lei Vert 
PIERRE ROPRNE (LIARTER.S.PPOIDOS.I.IENES) ANGE/leiTERSCOPE 

32 

0 
44 BAIA JAY•Z Featuring Damian Jr. Gone Marely 

no La ISUARTER.EILIPLSORNIneSKIERffltrOmitteartIERAUleS) wnelenneNspoounn 

„ 2  

REENTRY CD NEIGHBORS J. Cole 
LLCM SCALE) oREANEREE/ROC punoweETERSCOPE 

8 14 

REENTRY CD DO RE MI blackbear 
AZOLOSTEIN (.I.PAIESTO,AGOLOSTEIN) PEARTRAP/ALANO/mTERSCLIN 37 lo 

RE.ENTRY CD PORTLAND Drake Featuring Quay° & Travis Scott 
ED FERZIUKC/11.1041(7e111..71111690,51.1.1R10.1,11.41201.1 CJIWIKPROMPMPSOILBLE 

, 17 

RE.ENTRY CD THE WEEKEND SZA 
INANRGOO.CODY (s.B.E,c.stmet1.0FEBERLAGEMEPPOSLEGEN.INLES) TOP 48 2 

RE.ENTRY CD RELATIONSHIP Young Thug Featuring Future 
REGADEROWIN APERS,BLSSO (1.L.WILLIAMS,E.BURGESS,D.DE EA ROSe. .ARRIEFF) 300/PIUNTIC 

„ 4  
'''' 

RE.ENTRY CD mow No RETIEB Mai cr Lager Feat. Train Sort Cangla Cahelb & Quaw 
DIPLOKINL NM fINPENTLNALIENBINAllAROTOKRARLIALL.K.C.GBE110.1141, Kell IINDOECENE 

3, 4  

TOP R&B/HIP-HOP ALBUMSTm 
ARTIST empiric/mop 
ININBINT/InsINIB.NG LABEL 

Title 

JAY-2 A 
S. CARTER ENTERPRISES/ROC NATION 

444 2 

Ea KENDRICK LAMAR Ilk DAMN. 14 
TOP u(swG/AFIERNAIN/leiTERSCOPEAGA 

FRENCH M   
CONE ROYO/SARA ROY/EPIC 

Jungle Rules I 

4 Di KHALED •  Grateful 
WE THE BEST/EPIC 

4 

0 5 21 SAVAGE Issa Album 
SLAUGNTER GANG/EPIC 

2 

, KHALID • American Teen 
RIGHT 11ANO/RCA 

20 

7 7 BRUNO WARS A 24K Magic 
ATLANTIC/AG 

35 

6 8 DRAKE More Life 
vOuNG PACINEN/cAsn MONEVIREPUBLX 

IS 

5 9 CALVIN HARRIS Funk Wav Bounces Vol. 1 
Or nix... 

3 

8 1, 2 COLA I NZ PrettyGirls Like Trap Music 
TNE REAL umERSITWOEF JAM 

s 

10 11 POST MALONE A Stoney 
REPUBLIC 

32 

0 1, SZA Ctrl 
TOP DABS/RCA 

6 

12 o MIGOS Culture 
(WWI( C0.40,01/300/AG 

25 

Q o THE WEEKNOIL StarbOy 
x0/PEPuBLIC 

30 

IS IS PLAYBOI CARTI Playboi Card 
AWGE/POIRSCOPEMA 

14 

16 i, 112AYIS SCOTIA Birds In Ihe Trap Sing leht 
GRAND HUSTLE/SAC 

46 

IT o DRAKE A Views 
YOUNG BIGNEWCASN 1.10.EIMPUBLIC 

64 

14 18 FUTURE •  FUTURE 
A-I/FREEBANDUEPIC 

n 

0 o CHILDISH GAMBINO • AWaken, My Love! 
MDDI/OLASSNOTE 

33 

0 20 T GIC LA Everybody II 

o 2, RuSS There's Really A WON 
DIEN cx/RIESS MY WAY/COLUMBIA 

II 

20 2, YOUNG THUG BEAUTIFUL THUGGER GIRLS 
300/ARANOC/A6 

5 

0 22 CHANCE THE RAPPER Coloring Book 
CHANCE TNE RAPPER 

23 „ BRYSON TILLER True TO Self 
IN A ps outiRca 

26 

/3 

22 25 KODAK BLACK Painting Pictures 
DOLIAZ N. 004.2/01ANTIC/AG 

16 

ADULT R&B— 
LAST THIS 

WEEK WEEK 

O 

TITLE 
prtiNi/pRonn 0110N LABEL 

!MKS 

Au N 

THAT'S WHAT I LIKE Bruno Mars 20 
ATLANTIC 

, REDBONE Childish Gambino 
0 PACONCE.ASS.4011 

32 

0 0 LEVEL BLUR FT Stokley 
21 

4 RUNNIN' OUT After 7 
ROSE WORKS/FL. 

27 

0 0 MY MAN T MARTIAN LAND Tamar Braxton 13 

0 0 GG piFócRE I DO Sevyn Streeter 12 

0  o UNTIL THE PAIN IS GONE Daley Feat.lilISCOn 
SPECTRUM/THE END/BMG 

17 

5 S 51000 gi ILES Johnny Gill Feat. Jaheinl 
ISM2/CANouNE/cAprol, 

20 

10 9 ZAK MAGIC Bruno Mars 
ATLANTIC 

40 

0 0 WAY BACK IS TLC Feat. Snoop Dogg 14 

o o REAL ONE C Chante Moore 19 

O i, EASY Demetria McKinney 
RIO/EASE 

20 

(3 U • ME (LOVE LESSON) Mary J. Blige 
CAPITOL 

23 

0 HIGH Ledisi 
WOVE 

/3 

Tank 0 ermegANT, 3 

DON'T GO Kevin Ross 

• 0 THE BAR MUSIC GROUP/VERVE/MOT /CANTO.. 
lo 

0 LOCATION Khalid 
RIGHT Hat.Der A 

1 

5 

18 ANOTHER LOVE SONG Ne•ro 
COMPOUND EXT.MOTOwN/CAPITOL 

6 

0 STAReVER Music] Soulchild 
SOUSTtS 

Il 

0 0 FRUSTRATED FEND R.Lum.R g 

24 0 HARD FOR ME SPESANGZ/RIAG Leela James lo 

0 0 GOOD TIME Charlie WilSOn Feat. Pitbull 
P MUSIC/RCA 

g 

SI Ey. CO SET ME FREE Mary J. Bilge 
CAPITOL 

I 

0 0 
TREAT HER RIGHT Calvin Richardson 

SNOS ROSS/END ZONE/SHANACIrt 

5 

0 0 
GONNA BE ALRIGHT 6 a Mali Music g 

French 
Montana 
Bows At 
No. 3 
French Montana (above) 
bows at No. 3 on Top R&B/ 
Hip-Hop Albums with his 

second set, Jungle Rules, 
earning 52,000 equivalent 
album units in the week 

ending July 20, according 

to Nielsen Music. The 
LP gives the rapper his 

second top five release after 

debut effort Excuse My 

French launched at No. 1 
in 2013. Most of Jungle's 

total activity comes from 
streaming equivalent units 

(29,000 of the 52,000 
units), led by the single 
'Unforgettable" (featuring 

Swee Lee The tune pulls 
15.9 million on-demand 
audio streams and climbs 

5-4 on Hot R&D/Hip Hop 
Songs, while darting 9-5 on 

the Billboard Hot 100. 

Elsewhere, Calvin Harris 

and Katy Perry both claim 
their first top 10 on Hot 

R&B/Hip-Hop Songs as the 

former's "Feels" (featuring 

Perry, Pharrell Williams 
and Big Sean) steps 12-10. 

(Williams claims his 10th 

visit to the tier, while Big 
Sean nets his 11th.) "Feels" 

rises with gains in digital 

sales (up 13 percent to 

25,000), streaming (up 

1 percent to 12.2 million 
U.S. streams) and radio 

(an 18 percent jump to 
51 million in audience for 

the week ending July 23). 
Plus, Di Khaled lifts 4-1 

on Rhythmic with "Wild 

Thoughts" (featuring 
Rihanna and Bryson Miler) 

as the track rises 21 percent 
in spins in the week ending 

July 23. "Thoughts" gives 

Tiller his first No. 1 on the 
list, while Khaled claims his 

second (after "gm the One" 

in June) and Rihanna her 

15th, second only to Drake's 

19 among all acts. 

On Adult R&B, TLC scoots 
12-10 with 'Way Back" 

(featuring Snoop Dogg), up 

less than 1 percent in plays. 
The collaboration gives the 

R&B duo its fourth top 10 

on the survey and first since 

'Waterfalls" rushed to No. 5 

in 1995. —Trevor Anderson 

D 
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GT GreenbergTraurig I ANNIVERSARY 

Congratulations to our colleagues, 

Joel Katz and Jess Rosen, for once again being named to 

the Billboard Nashville Power Players list. 

Your GT family is honored to work with such talented and powerful leaders. 

JOEL A. KATZ 
Atlanta Founding Shareholder, 

Atlanta Co-Managing 

Shareholder Emeritus; Chair, 

Global Entertainment 

JESS L. ROSEN 
Shareholder; Co-Chair, 

Atlanta Entertainment and 

Media Practice 
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Washington D.C. 202.331.3100 
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• 

BI:411 

HOT LATIN SONGSTM 

ED 
1 1 o 

TITLE CERTIFICATION 

PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) 

01 
DUS 

Artist 

WIPRINT/PROMOTION LABEL 

• 5 .0 

ra CESIUM Luis Ec& Daddy Yankee Featuring Justin Bieber I 27 
UNIV0#4.1105#1.0110/MIONDERALIN/SOID0110#001/11/111111/REPUBLIC 

0 0 . MI GENTE 1 Balvin & Willy William 2 3 
vonlie#LA.050001.0.1081.90(00»»9100(.0100) 40100M 

2 0 0  FELICES LOS 4 Maluma 
..),E114)114•11OK))))10.0111,,INNUJIASRTIIICKEMLYNFEZIOLOCUSIALILIELIGOIVENAVOIN UMW. z 13  

4 

5 

0 0 ESCAPATE CONMIGO Wisin Featuring Ozuna 
.. II PIMP,. MOPOSOIVIIOIST ( LIMPSR 4.11RIGUYSMOIll0HUPIMPOSCO) IRMA, MUSIC LUTIN 3 17 

0 5 EL AMANTE 
.. ......., If El. CS RIVERA Well SEMI 0 MEDINA FETUS. IMITEALACK) SON „..,..LATINNic,k,,y. .1,am 

2 27 

7 7 0  1:21-SUMELA RAM DEW! IBiESSISFealleS02M0 DUO* MO MANION 2 21 
011110.101010.111141#10#11011#11011111#00110111111011101601 1111011 

10 0 0  IMITADORA Romeo Santos 
PLANEO SAISTOS.VINVII.A.RITTIR.FRANR DUKES (A.SAISTOMP.L.ACRSOM) SONY MUSIC LATIN 7 4 

6 6 8 CHANTAJE Shakira Featuring Maluma 
Z) .A.BINIL01111.4)10)WiNU uncedunumwmaotsmommauwatoms WNW» 1 38 

8 0 9 AHORA DICE Ch ris Jeclay Presenta I Balvin, Ozuna &Arcangel 
• • • , ...may arnmeulducle#0112#0#50.4 MIX imunple #e 

 ,, 
5. • ' 

11 LAPONTE.I.P.SOTO (1.COMMAROSADO.V.SAAVEDRA) Ozuna 
0 0  TU FOTO 

VIENTENTAINMENT 10 12 

9 10 le ME ENAMORE Shakira 
PPRIRP.R.00LOSIBIANDRIVIN.L.CHAN "U GENIC. (MIANINAANAY0 (IGO) SONY MUSIC LATIN 4 15 

HOT SHOT C) 
DEBUT 

MAYORES Becky G Featuring Bad Bunny 12 , 
1w#146)10.110601/51101»116#10411•MUAISKUAIIIMIWW0119 #01#01458#1114111. 

12 12 

0 

0 

16 

LA ROM PE CORAZON ES Daddy Yankee X Ozuna 13 12 17 

13 14 SIGO EXTRANANDOTE .1 Balvin 
• • • .. • - .....DRIDS.SWILLANAIKAIMANIMOGONUI CAPTOR ATIIUMIlf 

9 25 

14 15 HEY D1 EAUUQUaMUAMAUMA CNCO & Yandel 
SIS,IMAU(AIIO) SOIT MUSC LANA 

14 15 

15 16 DEJA VU Prince Royce & Shakira 
D LOAAGARCULS.511ANIRAIIEVIII MOON 1.1.(0001422.105ZUMONZAI.CR#1 SOW “USIC una 

A 22 

16 0 0  SI TU NOVIO TE DEJA SOLA 1 Balvin Featuring Bad Bunny 
2, amigue0x1.4(20.050#08MIK#A....M#2.x.SWPULMSWIlnigLLAve (/1101.11,11ffliKt 

14 20 

25 0 

0 

0 

19 

,.... 

up 

DANNY OCEAN (C.ESCALONADANN V MEAN) Danny Ocean C) EI E REHUSO 
KO wIMMTIANTK/wARNER MOM 

is 13 

22 19 BAILAME Nacho 
• • 11.1. ONGPIIIALIBIOSTA BMX (11.1.11BROTAIMIXATTIGOSQUELEIRSOM31.) IIIIMIRMI NUR) lellaUNLE 18 13 

3 
,..,• LISTED NOT LISTED) Karol G X Bad Bunny 

0  AHORA ME LLAMA 
UNIVERSAL MUSIC LATINOMM LE 

2 , 4  

18 

. 

32 1 

PARA QUE LASTIMARME Gerardo Ortiz 21 
...OPP, (OE MARA,G.ORTIZ,A.DEL VILLAR) BAD SIN/DEL/SONY MUSIC LATIN 15  16 

zz NI TU NI YO Jennifer Lopez Featuring Gente de Zona 
RIEEMOYISCIIIITROZIROJENALFAUNIPIIKOMJ.46.1(1011LIMAZINELIFL1 VISKININZI.6.1111.5WIN 15 3 

17 

24 

21 

0 

LAS ULTRAS Calibre 50 
0 CALIBRE 50 (E.MUNIZZ,G.CABRERA INZUNZA) ateal.OZ/OISMA•11 17 13 

0 SOY PEOR Bad Bunny 
MAMBO RINGZ,01 LUIAN (B.A.Marne#Z4.w.S0.0.Cro.S0.0KR.1....alave ,'EAR MS MUSK 

22 22 

27 

19 

0 

23 

0  BONITA Jowell & Randy & 1. Balvin 
101.67)))1A0569641.11010MINISZLIVIMPIGLAMILMIDGENG.IfIRINIRZIONINMSUILIAIDELIBUI INMAN)) 

2 , 8  

ELLA ES MI MUJER Banda Carnaval 26 
ITIRADO CASTANEDA (E.M UNOZ) ANDALLIUDIVAMMI 

19 12 

26 

28 

29 

0 

0 MI TESORO Zion & Lennox Featuring NiCky Jam 
OM BOMA ILIUM PIDRUDIFI" RUCS I IMMT.116.MIPMVPUMILOPMRISPURRDIU COMM) MOW. 

2, IS 

28 LAS COSAS NO SE HACEN ASI Banda Sinaloense MS de Sergi() Lizarraga 
NOT LISTED OCHAVEZ ESPINOZA) UFOS '''' '• 

so 0 CD VENGO A ACLARAR El Fantasma y Banda Populares del Llando 
GGARIOLA (A.GARCIA) armaRTE 

29 3 

29 0 30 MI RELIGION 
HAZE (1,(Gulua MALAVE,E.E,ROSA CINTITON.I.M.NIEVES CORTES) Yandel SPIV MUSIC LATIN 25 7 

30 33 0 QUE ME HAS HECHO Chayanne Featuring Wisin 
1116110111111111.11AMINULLIMOJIMMSEIMIONIZAMMOIMIN#DAIIIMU#1•610#10 Sligni0WM. 

2 , 13 

35 ED 0 ESTA NICHE SE ME OLVIDA 'ALVAREZ (E.MUNOZ.G.LAU) Julien Alvaret y Su Marlene Banda 
FONOVISMA•11 

32 6 

44 0 0 QUIEREME Jacob Forever Featuring Farrell«) 
. me, 1,1.11.1,5,4ü1U E.0.4.011FAIIISUI*11$11090.1.1.n OPIONMMDMIDIRIMUMII 

33 8 

0 

0  NO TE HAGAS Bad Bunny x Jory Boy 
MAMBO RING, (L#50+11.15X.501.051...dallvte.A# WINEZ.B.MPIRTINES) YOUNG BOSS/CMFO 

2, is 

0 

0  PROBABLEMENTE Christian Nodal Featuring David Bisbal 
NOT USTED (NOT LISI(0) FOedOunSANU 

66 6 

39 1' 0 
, 

36 19 

36 SI NO VUELVES Gente de Zona 
voraiii. (...ZELADO.A. MIMPIIIV AMPIAARDEB.DESARA.LOVULEZ ARAM) BMWS/S. MUSIC MON 35 13 

37 DURMIENDO EN EL LUGAR EQUIVOCA La Adictiva Banda San Jose de Mesillas  
A.VALDES ([PACHECO) ANVALMON V MUSIC LATIN •T. .- 

„,,, flip ESA BOQUITA .1 AlvareZ 
NOT USTI° (NOT LISI(0) ON TOP OF THE wo#LON011e.G8OSS 38 I 

0 39 SE DEFIENDE La Septima Banda 
LIMA O .. tsi..1.ffl O ER Ill.utr#0.001(a) SRAva/FONOVISMA•11 

22 is 

CO CD SI TU LA VES Nicky lam Featuring Wisin 
1#4•10111#114.0Wil•ERUNIMMILMIESIMUMMIatiOunI11.1 21#191#/$.##$(11101 

88 2  

NOT USTED ((MOT LISTED) Banda Los Recoditos C) CI) NO LE HAGO FALTA 
EL RECODO/FONOVISAMILE 41 2  

38 40 42 UN APLAUSO Edwin Luna y La Trakalosa de Monterrey 
AREYNA,R.SANCPC, (S.Y.APONTE PAARCOS.R.SalliaR#12.002, KW x 25 Is 

0 43 ,?.EIT F.9e4E.51/1e,60 Chyno Miranda Feat. Wisin y GenlnatZ4n.at 37 3 

47 0 0  BESE NOT USTI° MT LIMO) Ozuna x Anuel AA envn 43 4 

C)42 47 GENIE DE ACCIONAR Grupe Codiciado 
NOT WIC (ARMIN, ROMAN) RANCHO HUMBLE 

34 ii 

46 0 0  CUM QM PE OLVIDES La Afrolladcra Banda el Umm de Rene Camacho 

[CAMACHO TIRADO OCHAVEZ ESPINOZA) DISA/UMLE 

,„ „„ 

•‘'' 

0 0 EL RAUCO Planes Featuring Kali LIchis 
MANES,MOSIXS101(LBRIcErvo,F1#80µ1.U#611ZatuvaSOUE0 MOM* MUSIC UMW/UM 

„ 2 

RE.ENTRY 

45 0 

EL PASITO PERRON Grupo Dinastia Mendoza 0 ',MENDOZA ((RUIZ LOPEZ) MEN 
AA 
-." 

o 
--

49 ME ACOSTUMBRE 
LIZALAVE,X.SEMPERE.SEMPER (a.a.SMOS.8.a.mateMED ArCangel X Bad Bunny ARAR UK MUSK 

28 is 

NEW 0 [ASADA 0 NO Chuy Lizarraga y Su Banda Tierra Sinaloense 
[NEZ AV ESPNIOZA) FONOVISMA•11 MM.!, K 

so i 

TOP LATIN ALBULISTe 
ARTIST CERTIFICATION 

IMPRINT/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 

Title 

01 SHAKIRA 
SONY MUSIC LATIN 

MICKY JAM 
2 IA INDUSTRIA/SOMA MUSIC LATIN 

S 0 
CHAR 

El Dorado s 

Fenix 26 

, 1 BALVIN A Energia 
CAPITOL LAMM« 

56 

MALUMA A Pretty Boy Dirty Boy 
SOME MUSIC LATIN 

53 

ROMEO SANTOS A Formula: Vol. 2 
SOME MUSIC WIN 121 

6 6 HMO Uwe, Ilz Last Exert: Rambo. Tens Feb[181,00995 62 
UNIVERSAL MUSIC LATIND/UMLE 

7 AVENTURA Tcdaia Me Amas: Lo Mejor de Aventura 55 
THE ORCHARD/SONY MUSIC LATIN 

CNCO 0  Primera Cita 
0 8 

47 
SONY MUSIC LAD N 

0 g PRINCE ROYCE FIVE 
S Y MUSIC LAD N 

21 

1 ,0 11110191111088116KM0111111141 EtkIdatizalloitera 7, 
LIZOS 

i0 it EL FPX0511,18 BANDA POPULARESDIt LLANO° Va-go A karat 
AFINARTE 

4 

9 12 tilleD0011111 bare CaltdaVoll:ConNxtemiuteyGukarras 4 
BAD SIN/DEL/SONY MUSIC LATIN 

12 11 ENRIQUE IGLESIAS A Sex And Love 
REPUBLICMMLE 

104 

43 0 GG BEM11010TIMMIESIMILM100 Ken 55 
DEL MUSIC Lin, 

16 is BARK S KUMAR MS EV SERGIO LIZARRA6A Quo Perdion 76 
LIZOS 

14 ' ü IA PN PE dH Irr'e 11 "NE', Pd N ° X Motivan? 36 

0 II 11/SONY MUSIC LotiTeSPLEM3 Andan5 En °Rued° 39 

I, IS 1 BALVIN La Familia so 
CAPITOL LATIN MMLE 

20 0  I: El I SR.O.EI EO MUSICa  N..TOS A Formula:WU us 

ADRIEL FAVELA 
GERENCtslee 

Azul Se Mira 

IDS REINSDELRMOMDE MEL WHOM Recueànlli Este 
DEL/SONT MUSIC LATIN 

72 

JULIONALYAREZYSUNORTENOBANDA NiDialloNi Santo 
FONOVISAM MUE 

8 

MOOR Om Omy Preets:MealheOrtims:reeng1Radc 
DRFANATO/MACHETEMMLE 

100 

LWEA SUM& IS Mead] LILWVAL La NetrVersito de lii 
LIZOS 

PRINCE ROYCE Fri 
TOP STOP/SONY MUSIC LATIN 

# 1'S 

Fonsi 
Nets 25th 
Week At 
No.1 
"Despacito" by Luis Faun 
and Daddy Yankee (above) 
reaches another milestone 

as the chart-topper tallies 

its 25th consecutive week 

on Hot Latin Songs. It ties 

Shakira's "La Tortura" 

(featuring Alejandro Sanz) 

for the third -longest reign at 

No.1 in the chart 's 31 -year 

history. 

Ahead of "Despacito* and 
'La Tortura' are Enrique 
Iglesias' 'Bailando" 
(featuring Demmer 
Bueno and Gente de 
Zonal, with 41 weeks at 

No.1, and Nicety Jam and 
Iglesias' "El Pardon: with 
30. 
Elsewhere on Hot Latin 

Songs, Ozuna's 'Tu Foto' 
reaches No. 10 in its 12th 

week on the chart, earning 

the singer his fourth top 10. 

Including "Tu Foto, " Ozuna 

14 has five songs on the chart; 
'Escape Conmigo' (with 

100 Wien) leads the pack at 
No. 4. 
Ozuna has 14 total chart 

appearances on Hot Latin 
Songs, all in less than a 

year, which is more than 

any other artist on the tally 

since the beginning of 2016 

Lastly, Becky G scores 
her fifth top 10 on the 

7-year-old Latin Digital 

Song Sales chart as 

'Mayoras' (featuring Bad 
Bunny) arrives at No. 5. 
The 20-year-old has the 

second -most top 1Ds on 

the chart among women, 

trailing Shakira (nine). The 

single is also Bad Bunny 's 

second top 10 appearance, 

following 'Soy Peor," which 

now stands at No. 19. 
—Xander Zellner 

LATIN DIGITAL SONG SALEST" 
LAST DNli S TITLE 

WEEK WEEK IMPRINT/PROMOTION LABEL 

#1 
1 i u t,o 

USMU biSFOISi&ilagegatkeelLIENINellet 27 
0111901151000/011110118111001/1918111 

MI GENTE 
SCORPID/UMLE 

Balvin & Willy William 

4 FELICES LOS 4 Maluma O SONY MUSIC LATIN 
13 

0 Ssle,lutpMit, Eliza laaaa Felannelleatitalleinoi 21 

NEW 0 MCYOJE/b5,,, BecMUSIC ,tG Feat. Bad Bunny 1 

0 , ESCAPATE CONMIGO Wisin Feat. Ozuna - MR/SONY MUSIC LATIN 
16 

0 , NI Ill NI YO lenniler Lopez Feat.Gente de Zona 
- ....nrOMUdinfaGNUS/S0eir MUSIC tam 

3 

0 8 cHe MUSIC NTAI. Shakira Feat. MalumaSOM  35 

8 9 EL AMANTE Nicky Jam 
IA IMUSTRWSONv MUSK MN 

az 

17 0 IMITADORA Romeo Santos 
SOME MUSIC MI5 

4 

SOME MUSIC LATIN Shakira 0 ME ENAMORE 14 

10 12 ,RIpl„Alel u. CRelghsias Rat Onalmeien a a Gana Cann 175 

11 13 %lee ce.L,,,r„.20^0-8,-- 362 

IS 0 HEY MA Pitbu II 8, J &Pain Feat.Camila Cabello 
UNIVERSAL STUDIOS/ARTIST PARIMERSGROUPATIANTICMG 

19 

13 es VESONP,i,LUC:T A Ricky Martin Feat. Maluma 
IN 

43 

0 16 AWAKE Chrisleday PreseitalBattin•Oruna 81[3110 
UNIVERSAL MUSIC LATINO/UWE 

5 

CO , TU FOTO Ozuna - VP ENTERTAINMENT 
7 

0 LA MOPE CORAZONES Daddy Yankee %Duna 
EL CARTEL/CAPITOL LATIN/UAILE 

6 

Bad Bunny 
22 0 .SO.Y.,,psEMOR, 4 

0 CNCO & Yandel , o ellY MIle LATIN 
10 

18 21 EL PERDON Nicky .1aM & Enrique Iglesias 
CON6E0s6a INDUSTRIA/SUME MUSIC LAM 

125 

23 77 VIVIR MI Marc Anthony 5011E MUSIC 221 

0 „ DILE QUE TU ME QUIERES Ozuna 
-- VIENTERTAIIMIENT 

30 

25 24 REGGAETON LENTO (BAILEMOS) CNCO 
SOME MUSIC IA. 

33 

0 25 SI OME g295, MA Carlos Vives & Shakira 55 

2 

E 
C. 

LU 

fi 

5)2 

e 

no 
5e 
5g7, 
gg•E 

u 

D 
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Confidently take 
the next step. 
Every musician begins with a creative spark. That's 

one of the main reasons Regions is so committed 

to supporting the Music Row community. It's also 
why we focus on making banking so easy. You 

shouldn't have to sacrifice the fun and excitement 

of your dreams just to make them come true. We 

put our imagination to work each day, finding the 
best ways to help you grow toward your financial 

goals. Imagination might not be what you expect 

from a bank, but maybe we can help change that. 
We have a team of bankers dedicated to the Music 

Row community who will work tirelessly to help you 

et where you want to go. 

Regions Entertainment and Sports Division 

1600 Division St., Suite 100 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615.748.2447 

1.800.regions regions.com 

tk REGIONS 
I 'FDIC 9017 Repons Bank 

America's leading provider of luxury coaches HEMPHILLBROTHERS.COM 
and award-winning transportation services. 888.876.8999 

E VIDE -1— 

nm ultimate cIas, 

WorldRadioHistory



• 

HOT CHRISTIAN SONGSTM 
TITLE CERTIFICATION 
PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) 

Artist 
i11RIN1/PQOMOflO$ItAMt. 

2 0 

r41 WHATA BEAUTIFUL NAME HIllsong Worship I  1. 
, 

43 

RGARCIA,B.GLOVER (B.MILLARD,D.A.GARCIA,B.GLOVER,TTIMM.S,C.LEWIS) MerCYMe 
0 EVEN IF 

Ma TRADE 
1 24 

(.611110561A1111(.11.SAIRIT.WW.S.C.61111.ER11. SPAM/ Tauren Wells 3 0 0 HILLS AND VALLEYS 
RE11.11014/11.4 

3 26 

6 0 0 I'LL FIND YOU Lecrae Featuring Tod Kelly 
0.11artai MASK IrtartoSOKAAIW11/110.11.1.4.51.0ARLIACCRE/1.51115.WELL11 IlEACWCWUREIA 

, 6 

ssuencxxxenocxrcuvrovnsixenocx.ssuencxxviorti Elevation Worship 7 0 0 0 COME TO THE ALTAR 
alvATION hewn 

5 42 

rt.A..1111ERIPARALLWOUR/9 Casting Crowns 4 0 0 ON MY SOUL 
EACH STRUI/R01.110/1/1114 

4 24 

0 0 OLD CHURCH CHOIR Zach WilliaMS 
CRWOGE1110111.117111LUARSE.11111.SE.C.wtOGER/ORTIO ESSWEITA1/11.4 

7 13 

RE.(NTRY 

0 

0 HARD LOVE NEEDTOBREATHE 
I.LEVINE,NEEDTOBREATHE (W.RINEHART,N.RINEHART) ATIANTIC/1110artCURS 

8 2, 

C.STEVENSELFORLER (B.cA.ouN,LcArnouN,c.STENEIISALFOWLER/ Citizen Way 0 BULLETPROOF 
Ma TRADE 

9 13 

8 E.CAS/11C.TOPArteALCASKS.wcAS1O Chris Tomlin 0 1 HOME 
SIXSTEPS/WARROw/CAPIT01.0AG 

4 27 

8 

13 

0 

0 

il UNFINISHED 
ILGLOVER.C.REDGEWORINIBAKONERC.RFOGE1110art0 Mandisa BURROW/C/41E010AG 

8 20 

0 BROKEN THINGS 
MOREY (1.110USER.A.SPRUISIAWEST) Matthew West 91ARRONWARTOL CIAG 

12 11 

15 0 0 THE CURE 
C.STEVENS(CJAATTS0.11.1.0.«.STEVENS/ Unspoken CENTRIC. 

13 24  

14 0 14 THE COMEBACK 
artEMASIOZOKEKI.SRVERBEROCKAMES/ Danny Gokey DAG 

14 14 

16 0 o WONDER Hillsong UNITED 
PAG.C111SLETT.1.110UST01.(1.110USTONMKROCKER) a NisONG/WARROw/CAPET01. CrAG 

ii 10 

10 13 16 BLESSINGS Letras Featuring Ty Dolla $ign 
MOSS Ortooi/E,A.KGArtrAN.S1WAOMS.A.Swoow,35wearta JR) REACH/COMMA 

2 25 

70 0 RYMER (a.simas0.16.KOMER.T.PACWERAW GOTEE Ryan Stevenson 0 THE GOSPEL 17 14 

24 0 CD WORD OF LIFE leremy Camp 
cyROGEwORT1111.CAURE.11111SE.C.WFOGE1BORTIO STGLIN aliart/saAaaow/CAPITOL CIAG 

is 5 

22
 G  i

l
 1 

„w 
25 0 

issisi 

NEW 

Brandon Heath 
C) cretoitietti!(8.1,ELILIIULSE.C.wtoGE.R.) rA01.01A00E/RELINIO/UPLG 

19 10 

CD COUNT ON ME NEEDTOBREATHE 
LITOZERKREOTOBWirtirt (w.aleiOrtar,NRINENAirtoTOZE/0 ATIANTICAVOR0.01R6 

20 , 

0 0 GOD FORGIVE US for KING & COUNTRY Featuring KB 
TEDOT.11.SoArisof.E.ASPAALWONE.s.rtostry,KauaGEW itRYWO/VICW0.(1R6 

2, 13 

0 OCEANS / YOU MAKE ME BRAVE Caleb + Kelsey 
NOT USTI(' (11.Ca(KK(R.1.11011STORS.114114ELmA.L.coO16 R1100ES 

n I 

0 WAITING NEEDTOBREATHE 
1.1201ERNEEDT OBREATTIE (w.RINEHARLN.RINEH ART) ATLANTICAVORISCURS 

23 i 

17 18 24 FEARLESS Jasmine Murray 
IPARDO (I.MURRAT,I.PARDO) Fallt TRADE 

12 „ 

21 0 25 CLEAN Natalie Grant 
RHERMS (N.G.Kr) CURB 

17 22 

HOT GOSPEL SONGS' 
INKS. LAST 11115 
AtOl WEEK WEEK 

TITLE caffriricairtm 
PRODUCER (soNartarrEal 

Artist 
IMPRINT/PROMOTION LABEL 

011 
(MI 

YOU DESERVE IT J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise I 4, 
(11.81.00.4C.11411.1130REE0.1.1.11AIRSION/ JAMESTOWN/EOM 

0 2 I'M BLESSED Charlie Wilson 
E.6111,M01.13.1.1..13.301,1,LFILSONICIIILSONF 6111,M0113.1.1.1,3301,1,CLNIMAFILSOUIRIARUMB.A.1 1.113IU. 

I 8 

4 
SUTLER (T.CLAT) Tamela Mann 0 0 CHANGE ME 

1111.111«1111 
3 18 

3 5 0 JOY V.MITCHELL (P.BARRETT,T.BROWN) VaShawn Mitchell VMAN/MOTOWN GOSPEL 
2 49 

6 0 5 NY WORLD IEEDSYOU Kirk Franklin Feat Saah Reeves, Tafia Cobbs &Tamela Mar 
F.FRANBLIN,S.MARTIN (K.FRANBLIN) FO TO SM/RCA/RCA INSPIRATION/PLG 4 11 

0 6 6 VICTORY BELONGS TO JESUS Todd Dulaney 
MIEWISDULANET (you LANE» E.E AnasHIP/EONE 

3 46 

Al.BROwrtl.SAVAGE(A.1.11ROWN) Anthony Brown & group therAPy 0 4) TRUST IN YOU 
SIESO AgAta TRADE/ITSCOT 

7 13 

7 7 R WORK IT OUT Tye Tribbett 
ITRIBBETTNITTRIBBETT NO.10a0.11) iAOTOwx GOSPEL 

4 36 

9 - 0 0 YOU WAITED TRIED* (TARED*/ Travis Greene 
RCA lenairt1011/1114 

4 10 

11 0 10 THE CALL 
SL.B1WO.S.1.(0111.611.e0ANISSABYRO/ Isabel Davis GUMS .11.11STRYARCLE G 

8 2, 

14 0 0 EVERLASTING GOD semen leitimano1110 William Murphy RCA INSPIRATIO/UPLG 
11 13 

12 ID 12 KEPT BY HIS GRACE 
TSM (011.1.10.1.60.1 R. 111.1.101.60.1 R.) Troy Sneed PATROGOSPEL 

9 19 

10 11 1 3 II G°T °UT Bryan Popin 
RPOPIN,A.I.EVAS(B.POPIN,S.POPIN,A.LEWIS) RAVIWATITIE BOY ROWER to 19 

1, 15 0 COME AND KNOCK ON OUR DOOR Jermaine Dolly 
MWILCHER (1.0010,M.WILCHER) DARK.« GOSPEL/BY ANY WEANS NECESSARY 

9 17 

16 16 0 I FORGIVE ME James Fortune & FIYA 
LUISIS (.I.FORTUNE,A.LEWIS) MA w../CONE 

0 
"" 

22 
- 

17 ID 16 ABIUJON PEoPLE 0.11100015rtncaGE (116513(1110 Deitrick Haddon& Hill City Warship Camp 
OHVISIONS/EONE 

14 14 

18 

25 

AIOSKINS (A.P.SIKKETORK.0.110Sale61..6. 6.1111111RAS/ Earnest Pugh Cd0 17 I NEED YOU TO BREATHE 
LW 

14 20 

0 0 GRACE Charles Jenkins & Fellowship Chicago Feat. Le'Andria 
cwaliaisa.E.10.4ESICKE.rtlert.R.E.10MS/ 5159510 WOW( 

18 4 

22 22 0 CLOSE Marvin Sapp 
Aw.raiosEy Ort..SAIWAYerteaDSEKSEOWAROS IR./ RCA lenairt1011/1114 

18 6 

20 0 20 GOD HELD ME 
• L.B.110SK1.6(18.110SKINSCSOaruNE,,../TuNE) Zacardi Cortez BLACKSPAOKE 

18 12 

23 0 21 SO MUCH LUV 
lARMSTR.G,I.WILLIAMS (JAMASSR00141.T.IwROAPAS/ Jor'Dan Armstrong G001, GUT/SEAS 

20 7 

24 0 0 LORD YOU ARE GOOD 
T.GALSERITI,B.l.ES (3.5AWWW11/ Todd Galberth REDEMPTI. WORSHIP 18 27 

21 23 23 It1E«LiE(11,1, The Church Choir Feat. Maranda Curtis & John P. Kee 20 6 

RE.ENTRY 0 DEEPER Anthony Nelson & The Overcomer 
NOT U1E101.401 USTE0) KW navENS 6 MEW CAM 

24 2 

CO 0 rVE SEEN 11111 WORK Anita Wilson 
ra08,15011a1115011141111.501.640811150,4m4005S.111.000411. 411 1111111104/8:»11 

23 „ 

TOP CHRISTIAN ALBUIIISTe 
ARTIST 
IMPRINT/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 

Title 

MERCYME 
FAIR TRADE/PLL 

Lifer 16 

HILLSONG UNITED 
HILLS.G/SPARROWCAPITOL CM4. 

Wonder 6 

0 3 LAUREN DAIGLE How Can It Be 
a 11 r/CAPITO1 CMG 

120 

mi 
Ilir 

ZACH WILLIAMS Chain Breaker 
ESSEXITAl/F1O 

30 

0 0 
TOBYMAC rOfifiaoNT/CAPiTOI.0 This IS Not A Test 102 

0  0 
HILLSONG WORSHIP Let There (*Light 
HILLS.G/SPARRDW/CAPITOL CMG 

40 

0 7 SKILLET Unleashed 
FEAR IT LOUD/ATLANTIC/WORD-CURB 

so 

0 0 GG M EMcTOBRcteTHE HARD LOVE 03 

0  0 

ELEVATION WORSHIP Here As In Heaven 
ELEVA,. CHURCH/ESSEN,AL WORSHIP/PLG 

76 

1, SKILLET Awake 
frtgiaa TRAVE/ATIAXIIC/11.4 

166 

0 ,, -- 
NF Therapy Session 
cam. (MG 

65 

0 0 
ELEVATION WORSHIP There Is A CIOUCI 
ELEM. CHURCH/ESSEN,AL/PLG 

18 

0 

18 

i3 

0 

CHRIS TOMLIN Never Lose Sight 
SYEK/SPARROW/CAPITot CMG 

39 

BETHEL MUSIC BETHEL Starlight 15 

0 i; 811 TING & MOM RUN RD. uvE DEF. LOW SIAM 
Wan PIT/WOQU-CURB 

149 

16 1,, TAUREN WELLS Hills And valleys 
REUN1014/11.4 

4 

14 17 CASTING CROWNS The Very Next Thing 
BEACH STRUT/Fuca loN/a35 

44 

0 is OEM TOWN How Great Is Our 88:1185entill rolimion 
SIXSTIPS/SPARROW/CAPITOL CMG 

104 

„ i, JOEY • RORY Hymns 
FARMHME/GAITNER/CAPITOL CMG 

76 

23 0 REBA MEENORE Nng It New: Songs Of Faith & Hope 
RIN. R/NASH IC./BMLG/CAPUOL CMG 

20 

21 21 NF Mansion 
[AWOL CMG 

104 

0 0 
HUM 5tOTT&TIESCOTTFAINLY LweRemains 
HS NAsayluE/CAPITOL CIAG 

si 

0 0 
HiLL5ONG UNITED 
HILLsow/saaRORKAPITOL CIAG Zion 

333 

O JORDAN FELIZ The River 
ConalciTY/CUITOL C1AG 

64 

0 2, I/ ERCYUE Welcome To The New 
FAIR TRADE/PLG 

153 

TOP GOSPEL ALBUMST". 
LAST 11115 
VIEW WEEK 

ARTIST 
IMPRINT/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 

Title 

IleLSONli8OOPANIEDBY111ErOOPANY o 
LECTIon 

1AMELA MANN 
Tirturtual 

One Way 

TRAVIS GREENE 
RCA INSPIRATI./PLG 

The Hill 

.3 o al IHRIIIISMe ardstHelmielefllaniSam 
Warty/LEGACY 

in 

4 0 5 JAMES FORTUNE Dear Future Me 
MA W.LD/E.E 

, VARIOUS ARTISTS WOW Gospel 2017 
MOTO. GosaELOWRO.C.e8/EA 1.61WA11014/11.4 

as 

0 0 KIRK FRANKLIN The Essential Kirk Franklin 
FO TO SM/VERITT/LEGACV 

100 

' 0 KENNY SMITH V OMITIR TransformationSUSI  
1 

0 lAti!Aicoge:úvoLcvG One Place: Live 
MOT1AMELA 

99 

MANN Best Days 
,LLTMANN 

in 

i i Ll. HAIRSTON & YOUTHFUL P1UJSE You Deserve It 
JAMESTOWN/EWE 

19 

RE 0 KONG USA 1111136011 &aims Or Amalie Do:urrentaq 
PURET.EZ 

13 

14 0 CECE WINANS Let Them Fall In Love 
PUASSPIISIGSGOSKIIIHRry TIGERS 

20 

0 is TODD DULANEY A Worshippers Heart 
E W.SHIP/E.E 

66 

KIRK FRANKLIN Losing My Religion 
FO TO SOUL/RCA/RCA aisiWATION/PIO 

89 

0 u, 1ASHA COBBS Grace (EP) 
OTOWN GOSPEL/CAPUOI, CMG 

175 

RE 0 ANTHONY EVANS Back To Life 
SHERMAN JAMES 

20 

41:11 is IMITI 'lan rtAISAII 181bSereskiAliblibege 
IArt wslc 

2 

IF  takalled 
IWIR OTT OF KEE 

3 

20 Q MURPHY Demonstrate 
Ribir RCA iNsamAiliairtNO 

06 

0 2i SOUNDTRACK The Preacher's Wife 
ARISTA 

in 

Q 22 DONNIE IACCLURKIN Thelourney(Llee) 
RCA INSPIRATION/KG 

As 

RE 0 MARY MARY Go Get It (Soundtrack) 
MV UM/COMM 

78 

17 24 NIUMAIIIIMM1111 Sounds OIRevival, Part l‘VD 
cEriyERY ROOM/TOM 

20 

IS 25 MARY MARY Mary Mary 
MY BLOCK/C01.11141A/SONT MUSK 

us 

WM. ON 
CHART 

Wilson 
Arrives 
At No.1 
Sunday Song, the third 
album from singer-
songwriter Anita Wilson 
(above) — on which 
she's accompanied by 
The Company, aka Donald 
Lawrence's collective of 
singers, on background 
vocals — debuts as her 
first No.1 on Top Gospel 
Albums. It earns 2,000 
equivalent albums, 
according to Nielsen Music. 

Wilson, who long served 
as a backup singer for 
artists including Hezekiah 
Walker and Marvin Sapp, 
reached a previous high of 
No. 2 with Vintage Worship 
in 2014. Debut set Worship 
Soul peaked at No. 12 in 
2012. 
Sunday Song lead single 

'I've Seen Him Work" is 
No. 21 on Gospel Airplay 
with a new high in weekly 
plays and bullets at No.25 
on Hot Gospel Songs. 
On Hot Christian Songs, 

Hillsong Worship's 

"What a Beautiful Name; 
sung and co-written by 
group member Brooke 

Lipertwood, extends its 
rule to 20 weeks. The track 
is the fourth to reach that 
milestone in the chart's 
14-year history, with sister 
act Milken& United 
holding the record with 

45 "Oceans (Where Feet May 
Fail)," which dominated for 

90 61 weeks between 2013 
and 2015. Also in the elite 
club: Carrie Underwood's 

'Something in the Water' 
(26 weeks at No.1 in 2014 
and 2015) and MereyMe's 

'Word of God Speak' (23 
weeks in 2003 and 2004). 
"What a Beautiful Name" 

topped Christian Airplay for 
nine weeks and Christian 
Digital Song Sales for five; 
it holds at its No. 2 peak on 
Christian Streaming Songs 
(2.7 million U.S. streams, up 
7 percent). —Jim Asker 
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THESJOOD 
CHOCOLATE COMPANY 

Nashele, TN 
Siam 1964 

s.Colt d- Her 
Chocolate Factory-,--iàg) 

"Mackenzie Colt is 
Nashville Royalty." 

-Conde Naste 

ear' 

-9> rom the 
• 

Mackenzie Cd# has woderdream. 
From the stage to the stové...-Married at 15, 
she started out as a ytpung wife and mother 

44-singing in local clubs and restaurants to 

--1,11e"."."..— • • help put her husband through law scho•ing the show in '83, she pursued a 
She was discovered by Buck Owens who.41111111deie rs—making chocolates 
soon hired her to be thi openin ct for.e.L.iend des 

'mg\ the world! Music and 
concerts. Then he introduced o the Fee  food have always been her joy! 
Haw folks and they hired her! years Since 1984 Colts Chocolates has been 
she was on the show as one of the "Honeys" gi«ing and thriving with over 40 
As itieliYMY girl on the show that was also a cheolates and desserts. It is now The 
songwriter, they asked her to perform her Oldest Specialty Chocolate Company in 
own songs year after year. Nashville!" imp 

"I may not get the instant gratification of 20,000 people applauding 
when I'm on stage, but I have long term gratification: every day 
several thousand people buy my candy. That's the kind of applause 
I really love!" 

-Mackenzie Colt 

Morkonzre Cok 

* 

the Stove! er 

"••<" 

•fflet41 

tr" 

fie 
• .94,‘ 

14/10 . 

PHIL GUERINI 
ONE OF BILLBOARD'S 2017 NASHVILLE COUNTRY POWER PLAYERS 

CONGRATULATIONS FROM YOUR FAMILY AT 

'es," Music Group 

WorldRadioHistory



•MIM 

.0 

HOT DANCE/ELECTRONIC SONGSTM 

BEIM TITLE CERTIFICATION PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) 
Artist 

INFRI Xl/PRONOTI ON LABEL 

3 3 71. 818'T MEA Kygo x Selena Gomez 
BYGO.ANDREW WATT(.40.A.W0T...11.10.A.TAMPOSI,S.401.) ULTRA/RCA/INTERSCOPE 

STAY A Zedd & Alessia Cara 
BD IMASLAYSAADAKUMJ.P.(XIUSAILIM.0/1.6.00/100 OUSTIVNIMUIR 

2 2 SOMETHING iugrun THIS A The Chainsmokers & Coldplay 
IMOMMICIMISLUSEMILL/EMMIUMIERRIMIUMMUMNOBEIRM LIMMWOMOM 

El 
1 

22 

22 

2 23 

4 0 0 FEELS Calvin Harris Feat. Pharrell Williams, Katy Perry & Big Sean 
CALVIN HARPS ([ALVIN HARRISE.L.WILLIAMS,B.T0AFFARDEAW PERRY.S.MANDERSITO FLY EYE/COLUMBIA 4 6 

5 5 5 2U David Guetta Featuring Justin Bieber 
(131 73316(6),(773.16)130.1106411737010671EMIS IWAIIEEJBLIEBDP0100137BWIEBANALIBELMIELUM 4 7 

7 6 6 CLOSER A The Chainsmokers Featuring Halsey 
THE (1111113110.71733.UPOELOUIPH) (HILO LITUSABLIER110600771,0161POULLIALLIIII61 0317110017.001.1111311 

, 52 

6 7 7 SLIDE • Calvin Harris Featuring Frank Ocean & Migas 
CALVIN HARRIS (CALVIN BARRIS/MIR OCELItTARMARSIMI.R.UPIMS) RE EVE/COLUMBIA 4 22 

13 
0 0 NO PROMISES Cheat Codes Featuring Demi Lovato 

TEDAIRTAIMILOOTE (A.UME.DAITL.I.POOTL.CSLOCR.O.LOVATO) 3o° 8 16 

8 8 37 ROCKABYE A Clean Bandit Feat. Sean Paul & Anne•Marie 
ISAMPONMPLEN.S7SYSIMCUPATTEMOBIBTOX3¢11.611(DIPLIMBABALIPSWIEMBOASA OGERIAIURIBMP 2 39 

9 10 y 0 LET ME LOVE YOU A  DJ Snake Featuring Justin Bieber 
DI SYMEAHDAEW WATT (W.S.E.SAISAMIHELOPESEEA.WCITIAAPA.TAlellESIELEELBELL) DI SHASE/INTEASCDPE 2 50 

14 0 0  C121 SYMPHONY Clean Bandit Featuring Zara Larsson „ 
IMILMUIWIRMIMMORIIIIIRIAMMOSIIMMEIRIURM IRIBICIIIMIUMNUMMIK 

1, 

11 13 0 ROLLIN Calvin Harris Featuring Future & Khalid 
CALVIN HARRIS (CALVIN HARRIS.P.D.WILBURN.E.ROBINSON) RE EVE/CCLUM0 8 10 

12 
12 13 SWISH SWISH Katy Perry Featuring NiCki Minai 

CUM MIAOW PM PERAYOUSEDLIKINTSEHUISONETHAZZARDPLMSLEC16(.01.11ARAARLIARKI CAPITOL 
7 5 

15 ID 14 KNOW NO BETTER Major Lazer Feat. Travis Scott, Camila Cabello & Quavo 
OMENS HENRY ITLYPENTLHALLENETHWMADTBABMSHALLA.C.CASSUDERAPSMIIP MO MU« 11 8 

al 0 15 GET LOW Zedd & Liam Payne • MOD (A.ZASLAVSKI.F.HOLLOWAPC.HINSHAW III..T.LANDWAPIt) NØRRSCOfl it 3 

16 0 o  MAMA Jras Blue Featuring William Singe 
1 AS BLUE (GERDBIN.E.DREWETT.RIPAAPS XIMS81.1.1E/CALTTOL 

19 II 

17 THERE FOR YOU Martin Garrix x Troye Sivan 17 17 IPATINGMMA COOK IUSSISIIIPTIN 6.MMAISIIELLEOLLOSEAWEEPPEPPOSP61041463.41DWIFILINI MAPIPLADMP5 12 8 

34 

24 

25 

HONEST 
DIE CHAINSAIDASERS (A TAGSAMILMR.S.M.001.1GUS) WRIUMOR/COLIMBIL 

The Chainsmokers 18 13 

MORE THAN YOU KNOW Axwell & Ingrosso 
6MYELESINGPOSSOIAMYELESLIPPOSSOVJOIOAPESAIAPBRZASIFNIER) OANFLURAFDAIVIBIL /AM 18 8 

SCARED TO BE LONELY Martin Garrix & Dua Lipa 
PIFIPALLO SILL IIMOIN PIPS 6 AU MOBS )7410/11MIPMERIMILMORD ATAPE AMP. 9 25 

FIRST TIME Kygo & Ellie Goulding 
SO PM MUSE«. HUI SMASH AlIJE 1•011 SHAM 1014C0IILEAUSINELEDIUDIMI ITAMPERSCDSMA 9 12 

RICH LOVE OneRepublic With Seeb 22 
REDEOCIERMEEMMEOCIERSMERIGRIELEFIRMSTIMMEIRMEREMITILE) IMSLEWIMERSCOR 

CALL ON ME A 
P-MONEY (S.HOPE.P.WADAMS) 

Starley 9 21 
LOUDER Th AN UFF/EPIC 

MARSHINELLO (MARSIIME110) Marshmello 0 0 MOVING ON 
KM« (MECUM , 8 II ' 

NEW 0 TRUE FEELING Galantis 
CALAKTISPICOLIPAILONBAUPSIMALEALBIBUISEKAPPONEMPIS0001.1011PACKLEAL0111 OGERIAIURIBMP 25 I 

, FAKING IT Calvin Harris Featuring Kehlani & Lil Yachty 21 23 26 CALVIN HARRIS (CALVIN BARRIS/KRUM MOM) RV EYE/COLUMBIA 21 3 

31 28 0 YOUNG The Chainsmokers 
THE CHAINSMORERS (ATAGGARLITIIMOULTMIMSTACMIS.00.104) OISRUPTOR/COLUMBIA 18 15 

0 24 zs PRAYERS UP Calvin Harris Featuring Travis SCOU & A-Trak 
CALVIN HARRIS (CALVIN HARRISTRAVIS SCOLL(INAllARD) RE LVE/COLIMBIA 18 3 

22 25 29 ILITSTROKE Calvin Harris Feat.Young Thug, Pharrell TiNialT6 & Adana Grande 
CALVIN HARRIS (CALVIN HARRIS.P.L.WILLIAMSELEWILLIAMS.B.T.HAIIAREM RE CM/COLUMBIA 

13 16 

NEW CD HIGHER GROUND ODESZA Featuring Naomi Wild 
316.1e1ILLS.C.I.A.HISHTERAVEA.NOV01) 30 «MGR 01110 COUICIIR/COMRR 

3,,r, , 

CASH OUT Calvin Harris Feat. ScRoolboy Q, PARTYNEXTDOOR & D.R.A.M. 
20 26 31 CALVIN HARRIS (CALVIN HARAISEEMIMACIIMI.1111.66.1ABASSEHAUP-MPTIERWIMEMI RA PLUCLIBIABIA 20 3 

46 49 CD TIRED Alan Walker Featuring Gavin James 
1.01107173.31637,6617 OS 70 I 1111001600171CHOLIND 11.0.1111.1RJ 111111151137(1 

25 8 

35 CO 33 FEEL GOOD Gryffin And IlleniuM Featuring Daya 
CRTEEIN,111ENIUM (GRWTINRIM00001, 70).1.111.1.(RMILASNANI) DARRROOMMITOTSCOK 

17 20 

36 0 34 INSTRUCTION lax Jones Feat. Demi Lovato & Stefflon Don 
IlOPES (T.F.RWONG WAH MUORMISIOPMELLEMITRAMBATO.SALUN) POLIMOR/MMRSCOPL 22 5 

" 
0 0 OK Robin Schulz Featuring James Blunt 

1 MR RAGR.S00.7 umirrinconotormsoumexixexam TIMPICUMBOUIUMUSSE 
27 9 

• CD 36 ALL MY LOVE Cash Cash Featuring Conor Maynard 
TAM CAM (GIULUERLEITSTROLIOTRI”PRIOLOMSRLERISOLAMMEITLOM) BIG BEAT/RAP 

29 2 

42 0 0 CAME HERE FOR LOVE Sigala & Ella Eyre 
SLUR WEICILERLSRIMMIRSMUMOMSTOMERLUDIUMNORMIAR) IIMSTRY CT PEAD/31/073BABIA 

35 5 

Dillon Dillon,. Fran e y ,,cis Featuring G-Eaz 0 0 SAY LESS - • 711.11./RANCIS.GARLIM RUSITE 7) muses 35 11 

37 THE ONE The Chainsmokers 35 39 
THE CHAINSINCRERS (ATAGGART. ) DISRUPTOR/COLUMIL 10 17 

0 0 CREATURES OF THE NIGHT Hardwell & Austin Mahone 
IMADWELL BAH X (REUTAMAIENTENTERSIGRAMMUMS1(0 RVULUMICOOMPARMINMSMI 36 4 

23 30 41 SKRT ON ME Calvin Harris Featuring Nicki Minaj 
CALVIN HARRIS (CALVINFIARRISMIMMLE(INAllARD) RE CIIL/COLIPMM 

23 3 

26 32 42 HOLIDAY Calvin Harris Feat. Snoop Don John Legend & TakeOff 
LAWN HARRIS ICALYIPIARRISFEBRMDUS ALOHA Mill(10.8.67.LIUMBALL MUMS) RY 61/MUM 

29 3 

0 0 GLTCHLFE Taryn Manning 
NOT LISTED (NOT USTED) coalut 

43 2  

40 40 44 HUNTER Galantis 
76 1,111010131GLEWEGIALMIUMIBMIMMUIMMOS0710( IIMUIll %%moue 21 II 

41 43 45 NOVA Ahrix 
ORRIS (A.EG.BEEN) AMR 24 17 

33 36 46 SUN COMES UP Rudimental Featuring James Arthur 
NOT LISTED (NOT LISTED) MMUMMIG IRLI/MUNTIC/RTIP 

33 3 

43 SNALLOU (1.80STONS.A.BEMETT) Shallou Featuring Wales CD EGIN 47 B 
MALLOU 

43 4 

30 38 48 HARD TO LOVE CavnH M/ I i arris Featuri Jessie Rey 
CAM« HARRIS (CALVIN IIARRISEREVLE) burn/comma -- -ez ,,„ , 

44 46 49 ANDROMEDA Gorillaz Featuring D.R.A.M. 
GORILLAZJIBIWILIIIE TOPEJLEABAKA (DA.ARIESAIMASSENBURG-PAREI FARLOPHOPE/NARWRIIROS.  16 17 

38 ED 50 MY FIRE Nile Rodgers & Tony Moran Present Kimberly Davis 
TURRAN (ATADRANSI.S.GREENUWMARILIM.W.IARGOSM PM TARIM 

33 5 

TOP DANCE/ELECTRONIC ALBUMSTe 
ARTIST LEITTEILL710M 
MPRINT/LISTRIBUTING LABEL 

JOB'S 
CALVIN HARRIS Funk Was Bounces Von 3 
Fur EleC01111.81A 

2 THE CHAINSMOKERS Memones...Do Not Open 
OISRUPTOR/COLIMBIA 

15 

3 3 THE CHAINSMOKERS A Collage (EP) 
Watt PTOR/COLUMBIA 

37 

II) Mint 1,19LLVE/C rivorrecoviiiie Fame 175 

NP 0 wiLLIAM CONTROL Revelations The Red (EP) CONTROL 
j 

N7 0 MURA MASA Mura Masa 
ANCIIOR POIR1/POL.,..«,....,,, /MA 

j 

, MAJOR LAZER Know No Better EP 
MO DECENT 

7 

6 0 DJ SNAKE Encore 
01 MARE/MICTISCOPE/IGA 

 so 

WPM CLASSIC/MOM• POP Skin 8 0 FLUME • 60 

jo GORILUZ A  Demon Days 
PARLOPIONE/WARNER BROS. 

130 

PRGIN Discovery 0 0 DAFT purdoll 78 

FOREIGN FAMILY COLLECTIVE/COUNTER In Return 0 0 ODESZA yo4 

9 ,3 MAJOR LAZER Peace Is The Mission 
MAD DECENT 

67 

Cloud Nine 
t ULTCCA 0 

59 

II is A.,talejeleeASe More lhan You Know (EP) 8 

18 0 DAFT PUNK A Random Access Memories DAFT LIFE/COLUMBIA 
los 

16 0 ALINA BARAZ &GALIMATIAS Urban Flora ULTRA/MOM • POP 104 

RE 0 AVICII A True 
PUYO/ISLAND 

 75 

14 19 THE CHAINSMOKERS • Bouquet (Er) 
DISRUPTOR/COLUMBIA 91 

12 20  SANS ceeeR,Armiiia,sw,-.4..-- 30 

1, 21 DAVAID GUmEMIJSIC p2 4,2  . s , c Notol,ang But The BeatWHAT 132 

15 22 ç?rity/Icre HARRIS Motion 98 

21 23 LADY GAGA A Born This Way 
STREAMINE/RONLIVE/1KTERSCOPL/MA 

103 

RAC Ego NEW 0 NTER COU 
I 

i 9 25 ,DC.1er 1 TY A Ocean Eyes 83 

DANCE/MIX SHOW AIRPLAY' 
LAST 1116 TITLE Artist «As.. 
«eA Be. IMPRI EIT/PROIRCUI ON LABEL [WART 

al 
I MORES DESPACITO L 

, 

E , 2U David Guetta Featuring Justin Bieber - 
. BIOTA MUSIC/PAALOANONELSOIOMEOPLANOND .1.111/NUMIUDO. 

7 

3 STAY Zedd & Alessia Cara IEF lAM/INTERSCOW% 
21 

0 0 WILD nialErs a Khalerl tel. Rihanna &Bryson Tiller 
RESTAURA ROAD/MR TM BEST/EPIC 

5 

0 r,eljiggiMvne, DJ Khaled 12 

4 6 SOML11116.111STLIKETIS The Ominsmolers&Coldplay 
uSRUFT.COLUMBIA 

2, 

5 7 NOW OR NEVER Halsey 
A STRARWIRKS/CAPIT01. 

„ 

8 a IT AIN'T LIE Kygo x Selena Gomez 
UM( A/RCA/IRTERSCDPE 

22 

9 0 MORE THAN YOU KNOW Axsvell & Ingress° 
AXIVELIEREFUNE/DEF LAM 

F17 

7 

C) CONGRATULATIONS Post Malone Feat. Quavo 
Runekét 

6 

12 yy SHAPE OF YOU Ed Sheeran 
/ALUM 

28 

13 0 BELIEVER /JOIN AROMER/INTERSCOPE Imagine Dragons 6 

23 0 WIFORGETTAIKE French Montana feat Syr& Lee EAR DRUMNER/CORE BOYS/BAD BOWINTERSCOME/EPIC 
5 

ci 14 II CID SYMPHOCI,T,Ngar,ILB,aNnfl,it Feat, Zara Larsson 12 

THERE'S ROWING MOW ME DAM Sham Mendes io 

/0 ,, 111011IER LIFE ?Mack &Daarl Guetta Feat Ester Dean 
-- natt REPUBLIC II 

CII 17 CASTLE ON THE HILL Ed Sheeran 12 

THERE FOR YOU Martin Garrix x Trove Sivan 
18 sr...Decries/Ea 

5 

AIN RUS Ulan HarfisFatauntillalliarrs,lagPeigdfigkal 
W 10 EYE/COL... 

4 

20 HUNTER Galantis 
BIBBEAT/ATIANTIC/RRP 

/ 

, 

0  ATTENTION Charlie Puth 4 

,, MALIBU Miley Cyrus 
-- RCA 

7 

28 0 NO PROMISES Cheal codes Feat. Deng Lovato 300 
13 

0 24 MOVING ON ADYTIME COLLECTIVE Marshmello 9 

0 25 YOU DON'T KNOW ME Jas Jones Feat. RAYE POLLIDOREA PLAWINTIERSCOPE 
19 

LeAnn 
Leads 
With 
'Love' 
LeAnnRimes (above) rises 
3-1 on Dance Club Songs 
with "LovF Is LovE Is LovE," 
her second chart-topper 
this year and third overall, 
following 'Long Live Love" 
in March (both songs are 
from her latest album, 
Remnants) and "What I 
Cannot Change" in 2009. 
Although originally a pure 
pop tune, her new No. 1 
was transformed for clubs 
through remixes from Dave 
Aude, Mauro Mozart and 
Drew G, among others. 
She tells Billboard of the 
track, 'The message of 
supporting across-the-
board global equality is 
dear to me and so many 
others in the club world. It 
was very fun and intense 
to rerecord my vocals at 
different tempos for the 
remixes, and it's such an 
honor to have Ws, clubs 
and fans welcoming me 
this way." 

In other love" news, 
OneRepublie's 'Rich 
Love," with Norwegian 
DJ trio Seeb, earns flot 
Shot Debut honors on Rot 
Dance/Electronic Songs at 
No. 22. It's the pop band's 
first entry and Seeb's third 
(and highest-charting). 
-Rich" arrives with 1.5 million 
U.S. streams and 6,000 
downloads sold in the week 
ending July 20, according 
to Nielsen Music. 
On Dance/Mix Show 

Airplay, Post Malone 
posts his first top 10 with 

'Congratulations' (17-10), 
featuring QUavo, who 
earns his second. 

Plus, William C0114701 
Cruises onto Top Dance/ 
Electronic Albums at No. 5 
with EP Revelations the 
Red (5,000 equivalent 
album units, nearly all from 
traditional sales). The set 
follows Revelations: The 
Black EP, which started at 
No. 6 in March (4,000). 

—Gordon Murray 

!m! 
5 4 

Cel 
10-

152 Go to BILLBOARD.COJA/B1Z tor complete chart dale Data for week of 0 8.0 5.2 017 
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4 
ATTENDED 7 CONCERTS THIS YEAR 
SINGS EVERY WORD FROM "RIPCORD" OFF-KEY 

lit ir T 
COUNTRY POWER PLAYER 

-71e- SEAN 
,,r,limmrusp. • ATTENDED 16 CONCERTS THIS YEAR 

• LICENSE PLATE READS "RECRDYR" 

gee- it 
, 

4trieLÙA;. 
COUNTRY POWER PLAYER 

THOMAS 
it '  • 

• r di e It; t ' le' 1. , . - fielkjr;;, e • . 
... , it , A i . ) 

\idJ i 
. A.* e s _) O. y 
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COUNTRY POWER PLAYER 

MEGAN 
• ATTENDED 21 CONCERTS THIS YEAR 

'• ASPIRING PRESIDENT OF "CHURCH CHOIR" 

CONGRATULATIONS POWER 
Including DAVID KELLS and EVERY FAN who attended a country music concert at RIDGES TORE ARENA 

41111111111 r - •-• 

' Please join us with your supp 
one in the music community m 
food and medicine again! - 

For more information or 

VIEUEALTHE 

and a SZ • • 
Am pray.- 

1 
t to 

st eve 
Rod 

sur 
cho 
ey 

ge, 

tha no 
b tvteen 
ou II 

do ate: 

Some of the Artists who 
have already committed to 
Heal The Music Day 2or: 

RODNEY (RO WELL 
MIRANDA LAMBERT 
KEITH URBAN 
PETER FRAMPTON 
CHRIS STAPLETON 
MORGANE STAPLETON 
JOHN PRINE 
T BONE BURNETT 
DIERKS BENTLEY 
EMMYLOU HARRIS 
VINCE GILL 
GARY ALLAN 
RORY FEEK 
LEE BRICE 
RONNIE DUNN 
MARTY STUART 
MARY GAUTHIER 
EARLS OF LEICESTER 
SAM BUSH 
JERRY DOUGLAS 
GENE WATSON 
Staifittina the "arms à wren of 

0 4:) e 

ceseranerare* .......senwonwoossrielfe ' m mmmm m  

. ; 

fr 

.:olin Brittain. 
I photographed 2017. 
by Elizabeth Lee Cunningham 

I " 1 ...... 
r - 

Colin Takes Artists to the Top 
Los Angeles producer Colin Brittain is reviving alt rock by 

helping create 3 hit records so far in 2017 

I  Vs been a busy year for Cohn Wittain Over the past sin months the Los Angeles 

producer has helped create three hit rock albums: Crooked Teeth. 

Last Young Renegade. and Ambitions. all of which 

  topped, or carne close to topping. Billboard's Hard Rock Albums chart. Brittain 

worked closely witn fellow producer Nick "RAS" Furlong on both Lost Young Renegades 

and Crooked Teeth, but the pair received especially high praise for reviving 

signature sound an the latter release, bringing back a fusion of nu metal and rock that 

hadn't been heard since their early 2000 album Infest. 

Though Brittain began his career as a drummer for it's clear that he's 

found his true calling behind-the-scenes, and with a mentor like John Feldmann at his 

side there is little doubt that Brittain's work will continue top the charts in the months to 

come. 

WorldRadioHistory



DANCE CLUB SONGSTM 
TITLE 
MPRINT/PROMOTION LABEL 

Artist 11115 011 
01.441 

eel IAA, IN IAA, IN 'Ant Leann minus 9 

Drag SONY MUSIC UK/THIRTY TIGERS/RED 

0 0 GLTCHLFE Taryn Manning 
GET/HUED 

5 

e/ALIBU Miley Cyrus a 0  gIllâ RCA  

0 

4 SWISH SWISH Katy Perry Feat. Nicki Mina] 
CAPITOL 

a 

5 SOMETIMES Kat Graham 
SOUND ZOO 

p3 

0 6 MY FIRE Nile Rodgers &Tony Moran Present Kimberly Davis 
MR. TANMAN 

9 

0 7 WATERFALL Stargate Feat. Plnk & Sia 
INTRRSTRttARlBCA 

6 

0 0 ONLY WANT YOH 41ERRIITREE Skylar Stecker 7 

, POSE Rihanna 
STOUPV ROAD/ROC NAM. 

ii 

0 0 WE GET HIGH POLARINILL Karel Ullner 6 

it CASTLE ON THE HILL Ed Sheeran 
AT 

ic, 

CD 0 UNDER MY SKIN DAUMAN Kendra Erika 7 

0 C) YOU, I & THE MUSIC Junior Sanchez 
BROBOTARMADA 

6 

RAMA,. Deborah Cm 0 0 LETTHEWORLD BE 0111151'081MT 3 

12 

0 

is DESPACIM Luis F041Si & DadlyVadree Feat Justin Bider 
al l441SILLATIKI/R.M.DBR.NRCH.RMEi1414111ALEMPUBLIC 

10 

C) MAMA Jonas Blue Feat. William Singe 
JAMAS BLUE/CAP001. 

5 

CD CD YOUR SONG Rita Ora 
TLANTIC 

 4 

0 0 2U David Guetta Feat. Justin Bieber 
PlATA 14151UPARLNKNE/501001.13.000110BRNAMTLAKTV00. 

3 

11 19 THE SUGAR SHACK Tapai 
SF 

9 

CD 0 TURN IT UP DI 0 Kph Sian 4 

0 0 PEACE, LOVE &MUSIC Tracy Young& Ceevox 
ROSH 

4 

14 22 WEAK AJR 
JR/BMG/RED ASSOCIATRO Cams 

to 

C) 
CI) 1101116501KRBEIS1011 CitthiphillalsraisMalahlaW 

69ING CHIPMUNKS 
4 

0 
or Aggro Santos CD BOMBA A 

0 
0 NOW OR NEVER Halsey 

STRALWERKS/CAPITOL 

 3 

0 
0 8111711011GHTS Di KlialedFeatkhanna & Bymnfiller 

ESTBURY ROAD/WE THE BEST/EPIC 

2 

17 21 ALL AROUND THE WORLD Fenix Feat. ChriS Casino 
CARRILLO 

8 

20 28 SYMPHONY Clean Bandit Feat. Zara Larsson 
CORD COMPANY TEN/EPIC/ATM« 

12 

CD CD OK .12,,o/bin Schulz Feat. James Blunt 
T SPIEL/BIG ARAN,,c 

2 

24 p:, TOO SOPHISTICATED JoAnna Michelle 
TWIN GEL 

7 

22 3 t STILL GOT TILE Zayn Feat PARTYNEXTDOOR 
RCA 

11 

0 0 MORE THAN YOU KNOW Axwell & I ngrOSSO 
&RWELL/REFUNE/DEF JAM 

2 

27 33 ARE YOU? Urbano 
413 

6 

8  34 GHOSTING Joe Bermudez Feat. Megn 
617 

13 

36 

0 

35 I'M THE ONE DJ (haled 
WE TNE BEST/DEF JAM/EPIC 

7 

0 1710111101M11 VerLaerrealireisMCretetliQuaro 
MAD DECENT 

3 

0 0 IF HOLLY 0 125 
2 

19 38 HEART AWAY FROM YOU DJ Pebbles 
HEAVEN LE /FRIENDSHIP COLLECTIVE 

13 

35 39 FLAWLESS Dr. hlianii & Adair Barta Feat. Talia & Roro 
GRACE VEINY 

5 

40 40 BREATHE Astrid S 
ISLAND/REPUBLIC 

4 

38 4t BE MAGICAL Dee Martello & Amuka 
HAMMER 

5 

LIGHT BEAMS Extasia & Zach Min Feet.Rone 
IGROOVENEXT 

37 43 BON APPETIT Katy Perry Feat. Migos 
CAPITOL 

5 

41 44 THAT'S WHAT I LIKE Bruno Mars 
ALLAN, 

14 

32 45 SWEIAELARCIO ErifueesrealbsernerBienatm&iermi 
SONY MUSIC LATIN 

11 

NEW a) ATTENTION Charlie Puth 
OTTO/ATLANTIC 

1 

Si CD FS ObiliantRatRiArelMIAns.KatyPerry & A' BO 
LS ma/comma 

1 

34 48 molgeNce Iggy Azalea 
DEI MA 

p3 

(1) 45 BEAUTIFUL TERMINATOR Fantastiques 
REHEAT 

2 

53 0 WEIMER ITOLOY011 likloresFeat ArrelLyie MMus 
SAFEHOUSE/ISLAND/REPUBLIC 

1 

LEGEND 

D Bullets indicate titles with 
greatest weekly gains. 

Mx» Charts 
e Recording Industry Assn. ol 

America (MA) certification 
lor physical shipments & 
digital downloads ol 500.000 
albums (Gold). 

A RIAA certification lor 
physical shipments & digital 
downloads ol l million 
units (Platinum). Numeral 
noted with Platinum symbol 
ind icates album's multi-
platinum level. 

•  RIAA certification lor 
physical shipments& digital 
downloads ol 10 million 
units (Diamond). Numeral 
noted with Diamond symbol 
indicates album's multi-
platinum level. o Latin albums certification lor 
physical shipments& digital 
downloads ol 30.000 units 
(Oro). 

A Latin albums certification lor 
physical shipments & digital 
downloads ol 60.000 units 
(Platino). Numeral noted 
with Platino symbol indicates 
album's multiplatinum level. 

Digital Songs Charts 
e RIAA certification lor 500.000 

paid downloads and on. 
demand streams where 100 
streams equal I download 
(Gold). 

A RIAA certification lor 1 
million paid downloads 
and on-demand streams 
where 100 streams equal 
I download (Platinum). 
Numeral noted with Platinum 
symbol indicates song's 
multiplatinum level. 

Awards 
PS (PaceSetter Mr largest % 

album sales gain) 
66 (Greatest Gainer lor largest 

volume gain) 
06 (Digital Sales Gainer) 
AG (Airplay Gainer) 
56 (Streaming Gainer) 

Publishing song index available 
on 8111board.comiblz. 

Visit 8111board.comiblz lor 
complete rules and explanations. 

CONCERT GROSSES 

1 

GROSS 
PER TICKET PRICE(S) 

ARTIST 
0711.9 

DATE 

$19,884,200 ODLDPLAY, TOVE LO, LYVES 
((17,39,0,765) MD( OE FRANCE. PARIS 

SI60.07a6B.60 A101316.18 

,.-TENDANCE PROMOTER 

233611ACUNO/ION 

TARE( SELLOUTS 

2 su,aas,000 COLDPUY, EMBRACE, LYVES 
(E9,070.0101 PRINCIPALITY STUMP& CARDIFF, WALES 

11Z240/1570 JULY II-12 

122.851 

TWO SELLOUTS 

SPA CONCERTS 

3 $9,399,310 COL DP LAY, MEW, LYVES 
44037.715AROLL0 

4108.79/151.53 MEE 2326 

UMW STAMM, GOTNENBURG, SWEDEN 128.981 

TWOSELLOUTS 

US! NATION 

4 $9,018,910 
(C7.904.833) 

1131.21/168A6 

COLDP LAY, TOVE LO, FEMME SCHMIDT 
COMIERZBANK ARENA. FRAEIRFURT. GERMANY 87.833 

JUNE 30. 1U0 1 TWOSELLOUTS 

UVE AARON 

5 $8,970,100 
(08614101 

11534647103 

COLDPUY, ALUNAGEORGE, LYVES 
CROIIE PARK. DUBLIN 80.398 

JUDI 8 SELLOUT 

UVE NATION 

6 $8,686,710 
47.04001 

1122.60/151115 

COLDPLAY, ALUNAGEORGE, LYVES 
NOG BAUDOUIN STADIUM, BRUSSELS 100.489 

JUNE 21.22 TWOSELLOUTS 

UV( NATION 

7 $8,613,840 COLDP LAY, TOVE LO, LYVES 
(0342.0401 STADIOSAN SIRD, MILAN U7.307 

11083045140 JULY 3.4 TWOSELLOUTS 

UV( NAITON 

8 $7918,424 
47.141.5531 

1203.05/16385 

CELINE DION, VÉRONIC DICAIRE 
PDCORIIOTELS ARMS. Pun 48.226 

1U0 45.8 9 FOUR SELLOUTS 

lEG PRESENTS. CONCERTS 

WEST. IBLIERCONCERTS 

9 $6,044,640 
04.367.67O) 

1129.50/$057 

COLDP LAY, ALUNAGEORGE, FEMME SCHMIDT 
001APIASTADION, MUNICH 62.548 

JUNE 6 SELLOUT 

US! NATION 

10 85,869,005 
(0.373.139) 

P63.85/16355 

CELINE DION, VÉRONIC DICAIRE 
STADE PIERRE.MAUROX ME. FRANCE 51.355 

JULY I 2 TWOSELLOUTS 

MG PRESENTS. CONCERTS 

WEST. MIERCONCERTS 

11 $5,597,950 COLDPLAY, TOVE LO, LYVES 
(CS.001,165) ERNST HAPPEL STADION, VIENNA 

1128.7Z/$83.95 JUNE 11 

56.246 

SELLOUT 

UV( NATION 

12 $4,728,650 CELINE DION, YÉRON IC DICAIRE 
(4.628,5R1 FRANCS) RACE DE SUISSE. KM SWITZERLAND 23.143 

$30.50497A5 JULY 15 SELLOUT WEST. ABC PRODUCTION 

AEG PRESENTS. CONCERTS 

13 $4,670,110 
(0.176.2651 

1128.60/167.10 

COLDPLAY, ALUNAGEORGE, FEMME SCHMIDT 
HDLARENA, HANNOVER, GERMANY 44.223 

.NE 16 SELLOUT 

UV( NATION 

14 14,645,895 
(0434688) 

1164.65/$60.40 

CELINE DION, YÉRONIC DICAIRE 
!WC OLYMPIQUE LYONNAIS, I.... FRANCE 

1U0 12 

333507 

SELLOUT 

AEG PRESENTS. CONCERTS 

WEST. INTERCOOCERTS 

15 $4,471,280 COLDPLAY, TOVE LO, LYVES 
oranrw RED BULL ARENA, LEIPZIG, GERMANY 

111202/8770 JUNE 14 

47.233 

SELLOUT 

WE NATION 

16 $4,051,740 
(0.599.055) 

111384/0.0 

COLDPLAY, ALUNAGEORGE, LYVES 
PARC OLYMPIQUE LYONNAIS, LYON, FRANCE 50.901 

JUNE 3 SELLOUT 

rivi 'MON 

17 $4,035,981 
Peso/teem 

BILLY JOEL, ANDREW MCMAHON IN THE WILDERNESS 
RIOGRESSIVE FIELD, CLEVELAND 32.833 LIVE NATION 

WO 14 SELLOUT 

18 $3,827,680 COLDPUY, TOVE LO, LYVES 
(1.409.897 21.001 AGE fLARODOPIA WARSAW 

3108.64/$48.08 Ng 18 

51615 

SELLOUT 

LIVE NATION 

19 13,505,145 CELINE DION, VÉRONIC DICAIRE 
(83.208,9981$175/871 MATIAUT ATLAILTIOUE. BORDEAUX. FRANCE 

P.M 29 

31.140 

SELLOUT 

AEG PRESENTS. CONCERTS 

WEST. IELTERCONCERTS 

20 $3,306491 
1133.50/1113.50/ 

187.50/833.50 

NEIL DIAMOND 
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN, NEW VEER 

IMF 1317 

214303 US! NATION 

31.4811TW03ILOWS 

21 $3,039,276 
n2.8517801 

5170/842.80 

CELINE DION, YÉRONIC DICAIRE 
CELREDOME, ARNHEM, NETNERLANDS 

JUNE 23 

26.046 

SELLOUT 

tec mums. CCX:ERTS 

1057.40.01.0LISE »LEM 

22 12,257,824 
1250/32450 

PAUL MCCARTNEY 
CENTURYLINK CENTER, BOSSIER C1TX 

JULY 15 

53.021 

SELLOUT 

MARSHALL ARTS. SEAVER 

PRODUCTIONS 

23 $2,132,287 TIM MCGRAW & FAITH HILL, LORI MCKENNA 
109.50/199.50/16.50 IN GARDEN, 80sTou 24187 

JULY 7-B TWOSELLOUTS 

AASSINA TOVIRMG GROUP/ 

AEG PRESENTS 

24 $2,120.356 
1250,19150 CIL 

RICKY MARTIN 
FASE TIEMERATIMIECIA.0050080540.116VEGt. 22.992 UV( NATION 

JUNE 2314.27. 29. run 1.2 25.610 SIX SNOWS 

25 $2,091,964 
1250/12450 

PAUL McCARTNEY 
INTRUST BANK ARENA, WICHITA, RAN. 

JULY 19 

12.053 

SELLOUT 

MARSIIALL ARTS. SEAVER 

PROMOTIONS 

26 $2,028,973 
1129.50/39950/16.50 

TIM MCGRAW & FAITH HILL, RACHEL PLATTEN 
STARES COLTER. LOS ANGELES 23571 

JULY 14 IS TWOSELLOUTS 

AESSINA TOURING GROUP/ 

AEG PRESEWS 

27 $1,947,649 BRUNO MARS, JABBAWOCKEEZ 
105/375 TMOBILE ARENA, LAS VEGAS 

JULY 15 

16.556 

SELLOUT 

UV( AMIN 

28 $1,678,980 
(0.3280631 

INNINIAATAI 

ED SHEERAN, FUSE ODG 
02 ARENA, LONDON 

JUNE 22 

18.552 NUMU000013//EGPRES015 

19.085 

29 $1,292,650 QUEEN • ADAM LAMBERT 
10544950 T MOBILE ARENA, LAS VEGAS 11.716 

JUNE 14 15.346 

UV( NATTON 

30 $1,264,313 TIM MCGRAW & FAITH HILL, RHIANNON GIDDENS 
111.50/184.50/16M50 OLA RIVER ARENA. CAOKIAL.E. ARIZ. 11540 P.ESSINA TOURING GROUP/ 

1U0 21 SELLOUT AEG PRESENTS 

31 $14241,970 
(000131 

181.17455.33 

UNKIN PARK 
02 AROMA...DON 

MY 3 

19.249 UV( NATION 

18.228 

32 $1,233,934 
1225/112.50 

ROD STEWART, CYN DI LAUPER 
IiIIIINWELL HEALD, ATIOFES BEAM INEATER. WANTaal.N% 13.820 

JULY IS SELLOUT 

UV( NATION 

33 $1,124,798 
((504.833) 

118.50/45395 

CELINE DION, VÉRON IC DICAIRE 
FIRST DIRECT ARENA. LEEDS. ENGLAND 

JUNE 25 
7.205 

SELLOUT 

REG RESENTS. CONCERTS 

WEST. MARSIIALL ARTS 

34 $1,035,419 J. COLE, BAS, ARI LENNOX 
112350/129.50 MGM GRAND GARDEN, LAS VEGAS 

JULY 3 

11.429 

SELLOUT 

LIVE NADON 

35 $963,746 TIM MCGRAW & FAITH HILL, RHIANNON GIDDENS 
$10.50/$9950/$69.50 CITIZENS BUSINESS BANK ARENA, ONTARIO. CANA 8403 AIESSINA TOURING GROUP/ 

JULY U SELLOUT AFG PRESENTS 

Dion, 
Coldplay 
Score In 
Europe 
Céline Dion (above) and 
Coldplay both claim 

multiple slots on the 

Boxscore chart based on 
ticket sales from sold-out 

performances, primarily in 
stadiums, during summer 

treks through Europe. 

Dion lands seven 
engagements from her Live 

2017 Tour, booked in seven 

countries on the continent 
through early August. Five 

are stadium shows, but 

her highest ranking (No. 8) 
comes from an arena - 

AccorHotels Arena in 

Paris - with $7.9 million 
in sales from a four-night 

run July 4-5 and July 8-9. 

Stade Pierre-Mauroy in 
Lille, France, is her top 

earner among the stadiums 
with nearly $5.9 million in 

revenue from sellouts on 

July 1 and 2. With 15 shows 
reported since the June 15 

launch in Copenhagen, 

Denmark, Dion's trek now 

tops $40 million in sales. It 
is set to wrap in Scotland 

on Aug. 5. 
Meanwhile, Coldplay's 

European stadium run 

spanned six weeks, with 
20 concerts planned 

at 13 stadiums in nine 
countries. Although dates 

at all 13 venues reached 

the chart, the band's top 
grosser is now the No. 1 

Boxscore of 2017, earning 

that distinction with almost 
$19.9 million in ticket sales 

from a three-night stint at 

Stade de France in Paris. 
The total sold ticket count 

reached 235,611 at the 
stadium from shows on 
July 15, 16 and 18. 

With over $412 million in 

sales starting in the spring 

of 2016, Coldplay's A Head 
Full of Dreams Tour now 
ranks fifth among the top-

grossing tours of all time, 

but with shows booked 
in stadiums and arenas 

through November, that 

ranking will rise. -BobAllen 
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THAN K YOU 
MI "IISTRY 
for supporting the T.J. Martell Foundation's "Music's Promise for a Cure" 

42 YEARS 8( OVER $280 MILLION 
RAISED FOR LEUKEM'^ NCER AND AIDS RESEARCH 

T.J. Martell Foundati n 
Leukemia, Cancer and AIDS Ree:rari h 

www.tjmartell.org 

MUSIC'S PROMISE 
FOR A CURE 

WorldRadioHistory



EWINDING 
- THE 

RTS 

Ruiz (left) and Romero 

performed the 

Macarena alongside 

dancers at a New York 

music store in 1995. 

* * • No. 1 • • • 
MACARCNAeAVIlOC eon muo 
ca reas hem &Rohm ork, I unkalln1 

21 Years Ago 
LOS DEL RIO'S REMIXED 
`MACARENA' REIGNED 
Before "Despacito," the song's dance craze proved the viability of 
a Spanish crossover hit and ruled the Hot 100 for 14 weeks 

IT ONLY TOOK FOUR YEARS, THREE 
countries, two Spaniards and one 
Miami DJ, but on Aug. 3,1996, Los del 
Rio's "Macarena" topped the Billboard 
Hot 100, wrapping an improbable journey 
for a song whose origin dates to a 1991 
party in Venezuela. There, Los del Rio 
— the duo of Antonio Romero Monge 
and Rafael Ruiz Perdigones from Seville, 

Spain — was inspired by a woman named 
Madalena, which led Romero to craft the 
melody that would become "Macarena" 
during a 1993 studio session. 
The track arrived on U.S. shores 

through Miami, after WPOW (Power 96) 
DJ "Jammin" Johnny Garde heard it 
at a local nightclub. Though his station 
avoided playing exclusively Spanish 

songs, Guide persuaded his bosses to 
make an exception. The program director 
demanded an English version, so Garde 
recruited two partners to overhaul the 
lyrics while retaining the original hook. 
The retooled "Macarena," dubbed the 

Bayside Boys mix, crept to No. 45 on the 
Hot 100 in late 1995, but once New York's 
WKTU added the song, it exploded, re-
entering the chart in May1996 and finally 
reaching No.1 in its 33rd week on the tally 
— still the longest rise to the top to date. 
"Macarena" was also powered by its 

signature dance that swept the nation, 
including the 1996 Democratic National 
Convention, with C-SPAN airing a four-
minute clip of delegates dancing on the 
convention floor. —TREVOR ANDERSON 
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2017 POWER PLAYER HONOREES 
FROM YOUR NASHVILLE PALM FAMILY 

140 5th Avenue S. 
Nashville 

615.742.7256 
www.thepalm.com 
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tHE WEEKEND 
*IS WHERE YOUR * 
FAIENDS ARE 

OLD CAMP,, 
WHISKE 

tee  
ekeee g 
ielw 

INTRODUCING A NEW SMOOTH WHISKEY FROM 

FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE 
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